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Barbara dos Santos and Dr. Ayse Sule Akinturk

Well, thank you so much for participating in the oral history interviews of our
Muslim Narratives and Lives in Newfoundland and Labrador Project. | would like
to begin our interview by asking you some basic demographic personal
information. Could you please tell us your name, age, marital status, education
and line of work?

First of all, | would like to thank you for inviting me here. | think this is a very
important and timely project. As the first ones slowly disappearing, | think this is
very important to capture the history of Muslims in Newfoundland from the
beginning.

With that, my name is Ayhan Akinturk. | am 55 years of age. | am married with a
son 13 years of age — he is in grade 8 now. My education- | have engineering
degrees. My bachelor is from Turkey, then | did masters in England, and | did my
PhD at the University of British Columbia and | also stick around a couple of more
years to do the post-doc there. And then, | flew coast to coast to St. Johns when |
found a job here.

So, my background is in naval architecture. So, | work for a federal government
research center. We do research on ships, offshore structures, anything related to
ship performance- whether in waves or ice- propellers, powering etc. And it is
quite interesting, very exciting work.

Thank you. What do you know about the first Muslims to settle here in this
province?

I am not really expert on this but to my knowledge the first one arrived in 1964.
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His name was Mohamed Irfan, he was a professor at the physics department.
Unfortunately, | haven’t had the chance to meet him. There were few couple of
others | heard, but the ones that | met -right now he has passed away- two of
them Dr. Mohamed Khalil and his wife- they were about over 80 years of age.
And then, Dr. Azizur Rahman- he was a professor at Memorial University and his
wife -she is still alive. And Dr. Haddara- one of the professors again- and his wife
passed away, but he also moved away. But he also contributed a lot to this
community as far as | know.

Thank you. Tell us about when you settled in St. John’s Newfoundland and
Labrador?

First when | came here to settle down when | accepted the job in the current
position, it was October 1%, 2002. | was flying from Vancouver and after a long
fight, | arrived here in early morning. | still remember it. But prior to that, | came
twice for interviews again for the same government organization, for the same
research center. Umm, the dates | don’t really exactly remember but within a
year | would say, my acceptance so...

Thank you. Can you please share with us how your settlement experience went?
Umm, so, for instance, if you can speak about; how has been the reception of
your Muslimness here in this province? So, you can go back to the first week, first
few days that you came here and settled down here; your first neighborhoods,
your first friends here.

| think | was lucky in the sense [that] before | came here, | had good, ahh, like,
two good friends of mine- they were already here. With one of them we shared
the same lab quite for some time at UBC. And the other was a Muslim friend of
mine; he was doing his residency in the Health Sciences. And the one that was an
engineer; he was married but the other one was bachelor like me at that time.
So, he offered a place in his house- he was renting a place. So, that was very good
because he was in the Health Sciences and | was in the— our research center is
next to the Memorial campus, next to the Health Sciences. So, we were staying,
we stayed together. Anda my supervisor also knew Dr. Haddara; they were
classmates. So, that was another coincidence for me, connection. And last but
not least, | had a neighbor - he was of Indian origin in BC, Vancouver- and he
gave me two names; he knew two of the Muslim people here. One is a professor
at Memorial, his name is Tahir Husain and the other one is Haseen Khan and he
works for provincial government. So, those are the. And also, there is another
good friend of me at UBC; he did work at Memorial sometime back. So, he gave
me some tips about the climate and what to expect. So, | wasn’t really- and also,
| have been here twice, and | think twice I've been here for interviews it was
wintertime | remember. So, it was a really smooth transition for me. And for the
workplace, it’s a really great place to work. The reason | say it really felt like a
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family there. Everyone was very close to each other, this is (NS) a research
environment anyway. And initially, | got lots of support too like, some of my
colleagues would, like, drove me to the bank and back during the lunch time to
settle down. And | should also mention you, this really touched me too. Two of
my colleagues, a year after | got married, they composed and sang a song for me,
because we used to have some monthly gatherings, like social gatherings. That
was very, | still remember that- it was very kind of them. So, it was a very
friendly- it really felt like- a family, and everyone was helping each other a lot.

In terms of the workplace, | wasn’t the only Muslim. They had other Muslims
before and even at that time, there were, | think, at least two maybe- | can’t
remember now. But over the years this has changed; this is almost 20 years ago
now. So, it wasn’t really difficult- there was no challenge. And as you know, at
federal government they value the diversity and multiculturalism. Everyone
respects each other so | didn’t see any issues there. And for the places in the
community; like, when | was a bachelor, it was mostly work and we used to hang
out with my friends, oftentimes Muslims and sometimes with non-Muslims too,
like colleagues we used to maybe have some dinners. After | got married, | had to
move out. After we got married, we changed places three times. We always had
a nice neighbourhood and neighbors. And in fact, the second one, about four
years into our marriage, we had our first son, and we were staying in a
condominium with mainly senior people. They arranged a baby shower for my
wife and that was very kind of them too, | still remember. And | also had from
time to time quite help from our neighbors in different aspects. Quite often we
didn’t have ride, | mean the car, but that was some kind of a convenience if
someone offers you a ride.

Thank you. Have you observed any changes in the reception and settlement of
Muslims in Newfoundland during your time in this province? So, in comparison
your own personal experience, have you observed other Muslims coming here,
settling down here; how was the reception of these other Muslim people that
you know off?

Over the years, | think in my case, | already found a job, and everything was kind
of arranged. | find it quite challenging for people, particularly [those] who come
as a refugee, finding a job: there is a language barrier and oftentimes even for
people who have some degrees, certification of degrees is a big challenge. | know
quite a few doctors ; it took them a couple of, actually a few years and eventually
they gave up and then they went back to their countries. And for engineering [it]
is not too much different either. Recognition of degrees from other places is a
challenge oftentimes. Umm and when | meet some people, that is the number
one it seems, that here for settling down, finding a job, and like getting by and
feeding their family, that is the biggest challenge. But in my case, | guess | was
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lucky because | came with a job at hand, but there are quite a few people that
weren’t that lucky.

Have you notice any changes over the years umm in terms of the reception of
Muslim identities? Umm, you said that your personal experience was rather
pleasant, positive. Do you see that continues over the years given that other
people, other Muslims have come to this province? Do you see that they also
have similarly pleasant experiences here?

| don’t have the full picture, but this is all more anecdotal things. In my work
place | could confidently say it didn’t change. It is still a nice place to work for any
religious or cultural background. For outside, like, | could give you one example:
my wife for example, she decided to- when we got married, she wasn’t wearing
headscarf- after our son was born, she decided to cover her hair. Initially, we
remember she was getting lots of questions even when we are shopping or so. |
guess people were curious. This is again going back to almost 15, 20 years ago.
But this is not the case nowadays. Perhaps at that time, she was, | mean you
wouldn’t see many Muslim women in the public domain with their heads are
covered; maybe that instigated curiosity. And nowadays like, there were two
major | understand, flux of Muslims to St. John’s particularly: one is 1990’s after
the Bosnian or Kosovan war- there were quite a few people who came. And the
second one after the recent Syrian civil war which is still an ongoing civil war. And
you could see visibly Muslim presence more frequently than those earlier times.
Maybe people are, | mean, now getting used to it (SL4). In terms of — but | didn’t
hear or experience personally any negative things from the people other than
asking about- questions about the headscarf.

Thank you. What does it mean for you to be a Muslim in NL? And perhaps when
answering this question, you can compare your experiences of being a Muslim
here in this province and being a Muslim in BC. Or you can go back to your native
country too, you can compare three different experiences.

Going back to native country — it will be a long time back (LG). Ahh, | will just say,
if we compare it to Vancouver or BC. When | first- this is again my memory of
Muslims there is about — it is frozen about 20 years ago. So, when | first came
here it was one thing is -the number of Muslims organization or mosque is quite
much more than here; we have only one mosque here. And when | first arrived
here, it was about maybe 100 to 200 Muslims all together including some
students and almost everyone knew each other; it was like a big family. We used
to gather in the mosque for special occasions like Eid celebrations. During the
Ramadan we used to have weekend iftars and there used to be quite other
activities and social gatherings.
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Compared to BC, it’s a very big place. When | was there, they were talking about
maybe 20 thousand Muslims there. There is no way you would know, and | was
at the university mostly. But | used to know a few other people from the
mosques, a couple of mosques because we had some connections. So, it is much
more diverse, you only stick to your small acquaintances, there is no way you
would know all the people. Here, when | came here it was a small, but it felt
really like a family and then the people really introduced me to the community,
then we really got close to many people. Over the years though it seems our
numbers are increasing quite a bit. So, with this, it is like diluting. So although our
acquaintances are same but since the community is growing, it still feels that you
are not as knowledgeable about the whole picture, compared to the - similar
feeling in BC. There are in BC also, there are many activities going on, many, as
said, there are quite a few numbers of mosques, people organize social, religious
or other activities. Here we have only one in that respect.

Umm, the second thing regarding living as a Muslim here; originally one of the
challenges in terms of the food or like restaurants with halal food - in BC we had
more opportunities in that respect. But things have changed in recent years- last,
| would say maybe 8 to 10 years | guess- there are quite a few number of
restaurants- they sell halal food. And also, you could find authentic food as well-
like, not only halal but food that comes from different regions of the world. That
was not the case. | had met a Muslim - | met him in Vancouver actually- he lived
here for a few years in late 1980’s or early 1990’s, | think. It was one of his
complaints that even the vegetables, the selection of vegetables wasn’t so great,
but nowadays | don’t see a lot of difference between here and Vancouver. And
the Muslim community, as we grow, | mean, it seems there are also organizing,
like, in terms of getting these kinds of things. There is a market there and it has
been recognized and it has been provided.

Of course, with the increase in the number of people comes the diversifications.
So, the old big family concept is now disappearing. So, people- it is quite natural,
| mean you can not get — you have only limited time, so, you only get to stick to
with your few close friends. With the others, you are still acquaintances but that
is one of the issues | could see. That is no longer maybe as unified as a family as it
used to be, nowadays, compared to 20 years ago.

Thank you.

Can you tell us, just to interrupt for a second, about how Vancouver came on to
your horizon from Turkey? When | just think of many Turkish folks | know, | have
met in France or in Germany or, like, why, how did Vancouver, Canada come on to
your...?

Oh, | could tell you, yes. When | was doing my masters in England there was a
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professor. To do my PhD | was looking for a place, so | wanted to work with him,
and he was at UBC, that was the reason.

OK, interesting. You never could have imagined you would be here today.

(LG) No, I wouldn’t — | was never thinking- life is really (LG). Now | reached a
stage that | have spent more time of my life in Canada than in any other place.

Yes, amazing. Thank you.

Umm, now that you have spent almost two decades in this province, how would
you define, see Newfoundland culture?

Newfoundland culture, | think my perception of it, it is very family oriented.

Even when | talk to people in my workplace and other places, it seems the family
is very important. Even the close relatives they have the connection, they care for
each other. And they are very down-to-earth people, it’s very approachable in
that sense. You could, quite a few of them, they are, (SL6) like very enjoyable to
talk to. You could just say hi and start a conversation whereas in big cities
sometimes people are a little bit, they want to maintain some distance, but here
the barriers are not there. Even if, | mean, | have a strong accent, but it seems it
is not an issue. People seem to be, at least for me, | mean | never experienced.

Do you think that this has something to do with Newfoundland being an island
and mostly rural versus you know mainland being mostly urban? That can kind
of...

| guess like big cities it is very crowded. | mean in small places you know almost
everyone, you feel more secure, like, unknowns are less in terms of who they are
or. That could be another thing. That also reminded me one of the things | felt
here is a little of isolation. Maybe it is a good thing under the COVID
circumstances, but it seems a little bit, it feels like isolated from almost the rest
of the world in some sense. Umm, the interaction is- like in Vancouver you would
see people coming from say Vancouver Island, Victoria other in land region they
would drive, but here, for at least in my case, except some businesspeople
coming, | hardly meet people coming from other places, except maybe they drive
from nearby cities and towns. That feeling is there too compared to Vancouver.

Thank you. Well as you also mentioned, the Muslim population in the province
has significantly increased in numbers over the past 20 years, since you came
here. Have you noted other changes alongside this population growth? Any other
social, demographic changes or consequences of that population growth?
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| would, yeah, | would think so. When [ first came here, it was mainly- the
Muslim population consisted of mainly highly educated professionals like either
medical doctors, university faculty members or the people who work in the
government offices. But there was two flux of, as | said, refuges. With that now
we became a more heterogeneous community. There are different cultural
backgrounds too. Earlier days, | would think my recollection- it was mainly Arabs,
Egypt, maybe few Jordanians- that is my recollection. And then mostly Indian
subcontinent people. But with time, we have now people from Kosovo, Bosnia
and even Africa. | could see in the mosque their number is increasing which is a
good thing. We are now much more diverse culturally and also racially too. They
all speak different languages. | guess that is also a richness. (SL4)

And also, the level of education is now different, skill sets are now different, the
proficiencies in language also - English or French- are quite different. | know
some north African countries — they speak French. There are few cases, | mean
their French is very fluent. Although | don’t speak, my wife speaks. So, it is — now
we are a much more diverse community than what it used to be. And it brings its
own challenges because when people come, often they come with their cultural
understanding or makeup. So, although we are all Muslims but even within a
single Muslim country you have different cultural nuances. So, getting together,
getting along, oftentimes, it’s not challenging but (SL4)could be entertaining.

| will go off the list but | would like to know more about this racial diversity,
ethical / cultural diversity, how much representation does it find in terms of
community organization, community leadership? For instance, | am thinking of
the number of volunteer imams at the mosque, you know, like if you can talk
about that.

| think in terms of giving the opportunity as a representative - that issue is being
considered. And when they assign the volunteer imams it is like there are
volunteer imams from Africa, there is from Arab countries and Indian origin. And
| think, so even there is some on the like Balkan or Bosnian representing part of
Eastern European part of. So, to address this, there are — when they - of course to
become an imam, it is not only your race or cultural background, but you have to
have some certain level of knowledge to be able to conduct some services. So, |
mean within the means, | think it is being managed properly. And within the
executive committee, | believe there is a good balance of mainly Indian and Arab,
and also my wife- she is part of the executive committee too, she is from Turkey.
So, it is maybe not only that but also, they are open to feedback from the
community. So, there are other committees, for example, there is mosque
cleaning committee- its very diverse and often- right now we are on hold, like a
dormant because of the COVID- but when the mosque was operational, we used
to mainly have students - all sorts of backgrounds, from Indonesia, to
Bangladesh, from Turkey, from Egypt, Libya, even from Kosovo, there used to be
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people. So, people participate at different levels according to their skills and this
is all volunteer based. So, that intention has to be there too; that desire to
participate. | don’t know if | answered your question?

Yeah, thank you very much. So, | would like to ask you next; What are some of
the contributions you have seen happened through Muslims in our province?
And you can answer that question by referring to your own professional
contributions in your field, your family members’ contributions to the community
— Muslim community or larger community- as well as some Newfoundland
Muslims who have done some pioneering work in their fields.

| think, from the beginning, anyone who works and pays taxes and contributes to
the economy - | think Muslims - most of us- they are contributing to the economy
of Newfoundland. And there are quite a few prominent faculty members at
Memorial, they train students, and also increase an envelope for knowledge base
for the whole humanity in the context of engineering, but not only engineering
but other sciences as well. And that is one aspect of if. In my workplace, | cannot
claim the whole credit because we work as a team, everyone contributes. So, | do
believe | have some share in the making of the things. So, we do contribute in a
positive way | believe to the life or the economy of Newfoundland.

And medical doctors, | think, they - quite a few of them- they also serve in the
rural areas; | think that is a quite a good service. In fact, today | just met two
medical doctors. They came from Carbonear in the Jumah prayer. Umm, so, |
think they were just visiting here but they live there, they are serving there. So,
that is a great opportunity and contribution in my opinion.

As a Muslim organization, we are also taking part of greater initiatives such as
interfaith dialogues. There are two: one is with the Abrahamic religions like
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Every year we do seminars; it is open to all
public. And also, there is another one organized by the Hindu temple and this is
open to all religions. It is again, | believe, every year, (NS) in May, maybe the
second weekend of May. And myself and my wife we gave some [talks] and
represented the Muslim community once or twice there.

And as Muslim community, MANAL which is the representative official
organization- they are part of, they are in close coordination with other religious
bodies. For example, before the elections, we invited the candidates to give us a
speech of their point of view, it was open to all parties and all religious groups.
And people from Muslim, Jewish and Christian population were there. And we
also participate in the Religious- | always mix the name - Action Coalition |
believe to prevent the poverty in this province; there is an initiative that is going
on. In fact, one of our seniors, Muhammad Nazir, he is leading or representing
MANAL in that initiative.
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We do give tours to schools. My wife is one of the team members, recently she is
taking that. So, she gives tours to the school children. My understanding is that
they visit different religious buildings, like churches, synagogues, Hindu temples-
and the mosque is one of them. We also go and give speeches if there are
requests for it. For example, my wife- she gave a workshop: “Know your Muslim
Neighbor”. It was at- the name just slipped my mind- (SL4) but it was mainly for
Christian audience.

And after the Quebec shooting for example, there were some events organized in
the mosque, the public really supported us. That was for example, another thing-
being a Muslim in Newfoundland - in these tragic events we received so much
support from the people; they come, and they show support. | hear the similar
things even when September 9/11 happened; there was quite a few postcards,
and people came, and they assured that you are safe. That is a great feeling that
you feel at home, and you feel connected to the other people, non-Muslims.

Thank you. | believe you have a couple of archival photos. So, if you could please
show and share some of them with us.

Sure. (SL4). One of the things maybe | could use this opportunity to mention; as
Muslims, | mean, it is quite often the case, we are away from our parents and
that translates that our children are away from their grandparents. As Muslims,
this is a very important thing. And here, in a way, luckily, we came across quite a
few of our senior Muslims, not only Muslims but non-Muslims too. And they
really kind of substituted our parents, even for us and even for, in our case, my
child, my son. So, this is..

If you can hold it, closer to you.

Is it visible?

Hmm hmm

So, this was taken on September 25, 2007- two days after my son was born in
Health Sciences. This is one the earlier Muslim families. She passed away; her
name is Aleemunisa Khalil. We used to love her, | mean, we still love her. She
used to love our son too. She in fact knitted him, | forgot, a tuque, | believe, or

something. And we used to love her, but she passed away now.

Can you talk about your exchanges with her, like how was your relationship with
that lady and family in general?

We loved them as if they were like substituting our parents here. We used to

9



Ayse:

Ayhan:

visit them almost every week, every weekend. Not only us, but there were also a
few other young Muslims families too. Unfortunately, their sons— they had two
sons, if | remember correctly- they had two sons. They were living,- one in
Windsor, Ontario and the other in US Portland, | believe. So, they were away
from their family. So, we were- in a way they were a blessing for us, and then |
think we were also in some ways a blessing for them; not only us but as | said the
people who visited them. So, we gave them company. We used to go and sit
together, chat and drink tea. She used to make wonderful cheesecakes- | still
remember the taste- and very good tea. She was, | think, coming from India, they
had a very good- they knew how to make tea and they had special cups. So, it
was very precious- days and moments for us. So that is one.

This is, he is her husband. Few years later he also passed away. And this is our
son, now | think about at this time he was about two or three years of age; two
years of age yes. In Turkey and some Muslims countries too, there is a custom
that when you visit elders you kiss their hand to show respect. This is only done
by young people. If you are about the same age, you don’t do that, but maybe
you handshake or you give a hug. But for the younger people, they kiss the hand
of the elder. We used to do that, and now we are teaching our son (LG) that this
is custom. So, he was experimenting with it. And his name is Muhammad Khalil-
Dr. Muhammad Khalil. He was one of the [people] who did quite a bit of
pioneering work, | think in the Forestry Department in the provincial government
together with Muhammad Nazir. At this time, he was retired, and then he was at
the Chancellor Park and his wife was passed away by that time. And he used to
love our son. We used to visit him every weekend, again we didn’t stop visiting
them. He had a stick to help him to walk, our son used to love it (LG). As soon as
we got to his room, he used to pick his stick and walk [LG] and walk around
Chancellor park. | don’t know why but he used to love that stick very much. So,
this is the second one. | think he passed away at 90 years of age or so.

Was he here when he was...?

OK. Umm, towards the end of his life, his situation was deteriorating and one of
his sons- the one who lives in Windsor, Ontario he took him to nearby so he
could attend to his well being. He was a medical doctor by the way. But his wife
was buried here, so once he passed away, they brought him here, buried him
next to his wife’s. It is downtown. He is buried in the General Protestant
Cemetery. We have a small Muslim portion of it. So, he is buried there with his
wife. (SL4).

So, again, this is, | guess, the same person. In this one it is not the full group but
there are a couple of other young families, at that time young- | don’t consider
myself young anymore. But we had few family friends, we used to hang out
together. And this was after the, | believe after the month of Ramadan fasting,
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we have a celebration. So, what we did, we took him to one of the breakfast
[places] outside. So, here is my son at the age of two, maybe two and a half.
Maybe two- and then myself and him. Of course, this is before he left us and
went to Windsor Ontario. And as | said there are few other people. So that was
one of the nice fond memories that | have.

So, elders are very important in the lives of Muslims and the Muslim culture. And
the last one is- this is the farewell at the Chancellor Park.

If you can hold it from the bottom so that we see the people on the edges...
OK
Thank you

Now | have to look at it. So, we had a small party for him before he left St.
John’s. So, the people here are: that is me of course. This is Abdelsalam Mesbah;
he is originally from Egypt. But he is also one of the earliest ones that
contributed a lot to the Muslim community here. He was in the health industry. |
think he used to maintain some X-ray machines, | believe, if I'm not mistaken.
And this is Muhammad Khalil, and this is Haseen Khan -he works for provincial
government. So, we had a small gathering. Again, this is - there were few other
people at the gathering but anyway the picture only depicts us.

That is OK, that’s OK.

| forgot this one. OK. So, | think that was the last time | saw him after that he
moved out and he passed away while he was in Windsor Ontario. | think a couple
of times, we called him, we were able to talk to him but towards the end of his
life he wasn’t in a position to talk to people or ask questions.

Besides forestry- you mentioned forestry- do you recall anything that he was
passionate about?

Yes, he was very passionate about poetry, Indian poetry. And he translated
Muhammad Igbal’s book to English and | believe it is available in the internet. It
is one of the rare- he has also hard copies as well, he had hard copies. He showed
us. He was very fond, when we visited him, he had lots of memories, because if
you listen to him, he had a really interesting and challenging life. Because he was
caught when Pakistan and India separated. He was a student in America, and he
was caught in between. He didn’t have any place to go and then he had really
tough times. He used to tell his stories about those days and how he came. |
think the first time he came to Canada then settled down in Thunder Bay and he
later on moved to St. Johns and they stayed here. (SL4) He had at some point a
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really tough time. But towards the end of his life he was, he had more comfort
once he settled down here. Quite often these people who came here from other
places, they have very interesting stories to tell if you listen to them. In a way it is
unfortunate that we didn’t record his story at that time, but | only have some
collection of it. He was very good in saying poetry too in Indian language, but he
also used to say some in English too because he translated. He was a really big
fan of Muhammad Igbal he used to say. Because he had also commentary,
because he was really into it, he used to say the poetry and then he used to say
the commentary about it.

Thank you so much for sharing these lovely stories, memories. Before we
conclude our interview, if you have anything else to say, umm, if we missed any
guestions, if you would like to add few extra remarks, comments...

Yes. In terms of the contributions, | should also mention- because | also met and
she also helped me initially too, both myself and my friend from Vancouver-
Mona El Tahan and her husband. | know she is also a prominent lady: she is an
entrepreneur, and she did great things in the field of engineering and contributed
to the knowledge base but also, she was able to contribute to the economy here.
And some of the things that both her and her husband developed, | understand,
they are still under use. (SL4)

And Dr. Haddara and Dr. Azizur Rahman - they also contributed a lot to the
community- the larger community not only Muslim community but the larger
community, and also in their respective fields. | understand, for example, Dr. Aziz
Rahman - he had some contributions to the next generation of electric cars. He
had some pioneering work in that. Dr. Haddara- he did some quite extensive
work on naval architecture. He is well known. | understand, | mean | know he is
well known not only in academic community but outside the academic
community too. So, this tells that he was very active, and | think he is still active.
It is a great loss for us - now he lives in London Ontario, but we only wish him
happiness. And (SL4) | think that is about it. And | really thank you for giving me
this opportunity and | wish you all the best.

| wonder if you could just answer one last question?

Sure.

You know, as a father raising your son here, he is the second-generation Muslim,
now in Newfoundland. What you hope for him as he enters into adulthood as a

Muslim? If you can speak to that a bit.

Our desire, | mean, hope is if he keeps connection with his roots and we strive to
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teach him Islam as much as we could but at the end of the day this is his life, and
he will walk the path by himself. We tried to equip him with as many tools as
possible to help him because life sometimes is full of [unexpected]. We don’t
know how long we will be together. | mean, we only wish him happiness and we
try to (SL4) arrange for him the best things that we could to help him with his life.
Being a Muslim is important for us and we wish that he is able to maintain his
connection with Islam and Muslims wherever he goes. And being a good Muslim,
| think, it also equates to being a good human being too, according to our belief.
Because if you are a good Muslim, one of the fundamentals is serving the
creature of God is like serving God Himself. So, with this understanding, | think, if
he is a good Muslim, he will do excellent, | think. Life is not free of challenges,
but hopefully we give him enough tools then he will be able to ride the storms
safely.

Thank you very much.

You are welcome. Thank you.
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