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Well, thank you so much for participating in the oral history interviews of our
project, the Muslim Narratives and Lives in Newfoundland and Labrador. | would
like to begin our interview by asking you some basic identifying information. Can
you please tell us your full name, your age, and marital status? You are also
welcome to share the full names of your immediate family members such as your
spouse and your children.

My name is Azza Abdelwahhab Hamed, | am 61 years old, married to Hesham
Marzouk. Hesham is, or used to be, a professor of engineering at Memorial
University, and now he’s a professor of engineering at Ryerson University. | have
three children. Well, they are adults now (LG). Alhamdulillah. So, Karim Marzouk,
Karim is a Urology Surgeon in Windsor, Ontario. And | have Shireen Marzouk. She
is a Pediatrician at Oakville Hospital in Ontario. And Nada Marzouk. Nada is my
youngest; she is a graduate of U of T, but she has no clue about medicine, so
she’s in art (LG), and she works in marketing.

Thank you very much. Can you also please tell us briefly about your education
and professional background? For instance, where did you study, what did you
study, and what kind of employment history you have?

Alright, so I’'m born and raised up to finishing the med school in Egypt. Umm, my
father was an architect, and my mother was a stay-at-home mom, looking after
the children. So, | joined elementary and middle school at French immersion
school in Egypt, as my father was quite keen that his children will be bilingual.
But the school finished at grade 9, and then we finished the secondary school in
Arabic English school, and myself, I’'m the third in the family. So, my eldest
brother, my sister, and myself, three years in a row, we joined the med school in
Egypt. So, the med school is in English. So, we ended up speaking three
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languages, Arabic, French and English. After | finished the med school in Egypt, |
travelled to Washington, D.C., and | finished my internship in Washington, D.C.,
but | returned to Egypt to work. And | worked maybe for six months as a family
doctor. But | met Hesham, and marriage brought me to Canada.

Thank you very much. What do you know about the first Muslims to settle in
Newfoundland and Labrador? For instance, if you can share the names of some
early Muslims you have met here, as well as their brief background; where they
were from, when did they come to Newfoundland?

Well, when we arrived- actually when | arrived in Canada, Hesham had been in
Canada ten years earlier than me. So Hesham had spent part of his education,
and he finished his PhD in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. So, when | first arrived to
Canada, | came to Saskatoon. We spent a couple of years in Saskatoon, and then
we came to Newfoundland. Compared to Saskatoon, we found that the
community in Newfoundland, actually in Newfoundland, we settled in St. John’s.
We didn’t live anywhere else. So, in St. John’s, there was just a handful of Muslim
families. And Hesham actually met them by chance in the University. They were
praying at the Science Centre, and they were taking a room, they were provided
by the University a room on Sundays to teach the children Arabic and religion. So,
they were actually trying to hold on the religion, hold on their culture, hold on all
what they could do to pass it on the children. But because of the lack of space, it
was a problem. So, afterwards, the idea of building a mosque came, and
donations were collected, and the mosque was built, and it actually attracted
many people all over the province. So, actually, most of the people in the
province- there were maybe one family in Corner Brook at that time, one family
in Gander. They were not attracted that much to St. John’s because there was no
big gathering. They wouldn’t come to Science Centre to pray Friday prayer. So,
when the mosque was built, it made a big attraction to people to come and join,
you know, especially big occasions like Ramadan and the two of our festivals.

Do you remember the names of the very first Muslims you met- you and your
husband- when you first came here?

Yeah. We met Dr. Irfan. Dr Irfan, | think, he was working at the Physics
department. He passed away; Allah bless his soul. He was a very, very kind and
dedicated person. And we met Dr. Wasi Ullah. He was an engineer working for
the government. He is a very, very well-liked person. He actually moved to
Ontario with his daughter, his daughter is a physician at Mcmaster. He travelled
between India and Ontario. So, these people, they were trying to like glue the
people together. They were trying to hold people as much as they could. But
there were not much people anyway at that time, you know, so, it was really nice
to see someone from the same religion. Although they are not Egyptian like us,
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but when we talk to them, the religion, making our common values, you know,
rise above everything.

Thank you very much. Can you tell us about when exactly you came to
Newfoundland and Labrador? When did you settle here?

| settled in Newfoundland at the end of 1985. That’s when we moved from
Saskatchewan. Karim, my son, was born in Saskatchewan. So, Karim, at that time,
was one year old. And then Shireen and Nada were born in Newfoundland
afterwards. The good thing about coming to Newfoundland, actually, the
Newfoundlanders surprised us. And we moved into a house, and while the
movers were bringing all the furniture in, | found a lady knocking the door saying
welcome to the neighbourhood, here is your lunch. And then, myself and my
husband looked at each other, and we just were surprised. So, she said if you
need anything, just come and knock my door. An hour later, the neighbour on my
left-hand side, knocked the door: “welcome to Newfoundland, here is your
dessert, and count on us for tomorrow’s meal”. So, we said where are we? (LG)
This is very strange. So, and we became best, best friends. Actually, they were my
two sisters for more than twelve years, until we moved to a different house. And
they kept on coming to visit me.

Thank you so much for sharing that lovely story. Can you please, if you don’t
mind, specify what was your first address? Your first neighbourhood in St. John’s?

| wouldn’t forget it. It’s Sterling Crescent. It was 60 Sterling Crescent. So, that was
pretty close. It was like a central location, close to school and close to University.
It was a very nice location.

So, it’s great to know that you had such a lovely welcome to your first
neighbourhood. Can you speak about other aspects of your settlement
experience? For instance, in your workplace, your husband’s workplace, and also
in the larger community as well as the Muslim community in particular? How was
your settlement experience?

Yeah, when we arrived, as | mentioned, you know, like, it was the two couples
that my husband met in the University. We didn’t know anyone else, so | started
from the neighbourhood to make friendships with Newfoundlanders and there
were a couple of Indians in the same crescent as we were, and those Indian
families were very, very kind to us. Initially, | decided to stay home for the first six
months, and then | joined Memorial University. | did a master’s degree in
Immunology. Then | decided to continue my medical career, so | applied for a
residency in Pediatrics. | finished my residency in Pediatrics, and | did a fellowship
in Allergy Immunology. It was a little bit hard, because at the same time, | had
Shireen, my second daughter, and then actually Nada was born when | was

3



Ayse:

Azza:

finishing my last fellowship exam. So, it was a little tough. But Alhamdulillah,
what made it easier around that time is there were other people moving into
Newfoundland. And there was an Egyptian couple coming, and there was
actually another Egyptian couple. They were there before us, Dr. Hussein El
Tahan and Mona El Tahan were there. So, they were helping me, you know, to
advise me who | would get for babysitting, to look after the children when | am at
the University or in the hospital. So, Alhamdulillah, it was easier than | thought.
And then delivering children without my mother coming from Egypt was a bit
difficult (LG). But | had to do it myself, and every time | would deliver a child, my
mother phoned and say how are you doing, and she would be in tears. | would, |
knew at that time that my mom wouldn’t be able to come, because my father
had open-heart surgery in England, and he had returned from England to Egypt.
So, | knew that there was no way my mother could come and help me. So, |
would tell her, “Mom, I'm fine, I'm great, and everything”, and | would hang up
the phone and start to cry (LG). Anyways, what made it easier was the people
around me. They were asking and helping me. Someone would bring the food,
some would offer, you know, in the evening to take the children or whatever,
until Alhamdulillah, | made it.

And then | started working as a staff at Memorial University, so | was serving at
the Janeway Hospital and Health Science Centre. So, | had clinics at the children’s
part, and clinics at the other part. And there was a few years that | was serving
the whole province by myself as an Allergy Immunologist. So, | would fly to
Corner Brook, finish a clinic, and then the following morning, | would fly to
Gander, finish clinic, and then | would rent a car and drive to Clarenville, finish
the clinic, and then drive back to St. John’s for the following morning to be at 6
o’clock in the morning at the auditorium to teach the medical students. So, |
spent about 20 years, you know, teaching at MUN. So, | had a big group of
medical student residents. | was teaching a lot of family doctors in the evenings.
But Alhamdulillah, | feel good about it, and | was so well accepted by everyone.
Sometimes there’s odds, but the majority, | was really, really very well accepted.
And I’'m grateful to each and every one, especially my patients.

Thank you very much for sharing your story. If you feel comfortable talking about
it, | would like to know more about your reception in this community as a
Muslim. You can talk about your personal experiences, and also the experiences
of your husband, and also of your children when they started schooling. So, your
Muslimness, your Muslim identity, how was it received by the larger community
here?

Well, Newfoundland community actually had to learn a lot about Muslims and
Islam. And actually, what made it easier is when the mosque was built. We
started to bring children for a tour in the mosque to introduce them how is our
religion, and we are a good religion, we are caring, we just worship the same
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God. So, the patients’ perception and my colleagues’ perception came along with
how the treatment went when | deal with a special patient. And | would, you
know, say “okay I’'m gonna see you tomorrow, I’'m gonna call you again at home, |
am gonna”. So, sometimes patients- they find there is an extra mile you’re doing.
Why are you doing it, you know. And then they would ask me. Like, there are
some patients who would come from outside St. John’s, they haven’t seen the
brown colour. So, they would ask me “Where are you from? And are you happy
here? And do you wanna go back to your country? And we like you so much, we
like your care”. So, actually, the perception of these patients were so good. That’s
from my side.

From Hesham'’s side, my husband, his students were very appreciative. Actually,
until now, he has students who work as CEOs in different companies in
Newfoundland, and they would send him, tell him, you know, “ you were tough
on us, but now we know why you were tough. That it really works well. We know,
we still remember every word you mentioned to us, and it works in the practice”.
So, for my children, when they start to grow up and | will tell you, sometimes in
Ramadan when we fast, and they would go to school, and their peers would ask
them why you can’t eat, and they would tell them “I’'m fasting”. And they started
sometimes to ask, “why are you fasting”? So. my children started to speak about
it, and there was days of show and tell in school. The teacher would ask someone
to stand up and talk about anything. So, they started to explain what is Ramadan
and why we are fasting, and what’s behind it. And actually, gradually, things came
along, and we were pretty well accepted.

Thank you very much. So, | wonder how long did you stay in Newfoundland and
when did you move out of the province?

| resigned from the University in 2015. My heart was broken, actually (LG), at that
time. Because | had to close my office, and | had to just finish all the clinics at the
Janeway and the Health Science Centre. At that time, Hesham had accepted the
position in Ryerson University. And actually Hesham was at Ryerson University for
about four years earlier. And | kept on travelling back and forth between Ontario
and Newfoundland. So | wouldn’t forget the flight that would leave here at 8
o’clock in Toronto and then arrive in Newfoundland at 1 o’clock in the morning,
and at 6 o’clock | would be in the auditorium to teach the medical students,
finish at 6 o’clock and then at 9 o’clock | would be in my office, then finish at the
office at 5 o’clock, then go to the intensive care if there is any consults. And in
the evening, there would be some seminars to family physicians. So, | would
spend two weeks in Newfoundland with that routine.

And then one day, | almost collapsed, you know, at the end of the day. And then |
went to the dean of the med school, and | mentioned to him “I think | had it”. He
said, “don’t tell me you are going to resign”. | said, “you know what, | am” (LG).
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He said, “please don’t”. | said “listen, | have trained nice people for you, so I'm
leaving you in good hands”. So alhamdulillah, you know, like, it worked out that |
don’t feel any guilt that | left, you know, patients hanging. | left them, actually
there is three people who took the load that | was doing (LG). So, they are doing
well.

Thank you very much. So, you spent thirty years, if I’'m not bad at calculating.
Thirty years in Newfoundland.

Around that, yes.

1985 to 2015. So, over these thirty years, have you observed any changes in the
reception and settlement of Muslims in Newfoundland? Because your personal
experience, your family’s experience have been very positive, very welcoming.
But did you observe any changes in that reception by the larger community as
time passed, by the time you left, did you see, did you remark any changes in the
experiences of Newfoundland Muslims, the newcomer Muslims?

Well, of course there’s big changes, you know, if you compare the time when we
arrived in Newfoundland and the time now, | should say we were or maybe | am
the tail end of the first settlers in Newfoundland, like people came before we
came. So, at that time, there was a bit of a struggle. So, a struggle to find a place,
a struggle for identity, to show the people who we are and what we’re doing, and
we’re not a bad people. So, it was initially a little bit difficult, because
Newfoundlanders are kind people, but there is a big number that have not left
the province. So, they don’t know any other race or any other nationalities. So,
when we introduced them to someone who is coming with new traditions, it
took them some time, but with their kind heart, we were very well accepted. So,
that’s on the acceptance part, but among ourselves as Muslims, the struggle to
find a place to practice our religion, building the mosque made it actually really
easy afterwards and made it easy for gathering. And actually, we became very
well accepted when the mosque started to have workshops, to have many
interfaith seminars. And so, we started to speak loud, and we started to give
lectures. There’s people who went for tours around the province, to introduce us
and introduce our religion. So it was, I’'m happy to say, it was very well accepted.
Obviously, there were down times, | can’t deny that. But the down time came
was bad perception from people globally. Sometimes it would reflect on a small
percentage of you know the community, but afterwards when you clarify it, it
made things run smooth. But what | feel after all is any person is always seeing
what is his treatment. If you treat someone well, they will wonder who you are,
how did you get this treatment from? What is your value? So once the people
know that you have good value and you're treating everyone well, they become
close to you, they become more kind to you. So, | left the province, now it’s been
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five or six years. But | think the perception has been the same, and | see Muslims
are employed, you know, in high ranks, and they are doing very well.

Thank you very much. You mentioned that you spent some time living in different
parts of the world. So, | would like to know, what does it mean for you to be a
Muslim in Newfoundland versus to be a Muslim in a different part of the country
or the world? So, if you can compare your experiences of being a Muslim in
Newfoundland to other parts of the world, please.

Well, so we are living now in Ontario. There is, | have to say, there is a difference.
When we moved to Toronto, | was looking for a mosque similar to our mosque in
St. John’s; can’t find any. And the reason is, when you are in Newfoundland, we
have only one mosque. That mosque combined many cultures. So, you are from
Turkey, | am from Egypt, we have Indian, we have Pakistani, we have Iraqi, we
have people from all nations. When you go to Ontario, there is a Turkish mosque,
there is an Egyptian mosque, there is an Indian mosque, so you’re not exposed to
the culture that we were exposed to in Newfoundland. The Newfoundland
mosque allowed an incredible, incredible exchange of cultures, of ideas. We
really learned a lot from each other. | came out of the province with a friendship
of many people that | wouldn’t have dreamed to have this friendship in Ontario.
One of them is you (LG), so actually | have friendship from Egypt people, from
Pakistan, from a lot of different cultures. And you learn, you learn really good
things from other cultures. So other than this, people in Newfoundland, because
it’s a small community compared to the community in Ontario, they care about
each other. They phone you if you don’t show up; “how are you doing, where
have you been, we’ve missed you”. So, you go to a mosque or any gathering in
Ontario, well, hi and bye (LG). So that’s it. So, it’s a big difference actually.

Thank you very much. You said you also lived in Saskatoon for a while. Do you
remember what it’s like to be a Muslim over there, and can you compare it to
Newfoundland?

In Saskatoon, actually, it was a larger community compared to Newfoundland.
They did have two mosques over there. So, the community, it was a little bit
close. | didn’t have actually the chance, because | lived there for a couple of
years, so | didn’t have the chance to make huge friendships, but | am really
grateful to the people who | met over there, because they are the first people
who welcomed me coming from Egypt. | was just a newlywed and they
welcomed me coming and they introduced me to what is the Canadian culture
like and how you do this, how you do that. So, it was a nice welcoming. | didn’t
have the chance to meet over there any people from other cultures, so | actually,
because it was a short time, | wouldn’t be able to speak about it long.

Thank you. So, speaking about different cultures, | was wondering how you
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would define Newfoundland culture to someone who has no idea or exposure to
it before? So, what are the major characteristics, in your opinion, defining
characteristics of Newfoundland culture?

You know, I’'m asked this question almost once or twice a month from patients
here in Ontario, knowing that I'm coming from Newfoundland. So there’s a lot of
people here in Ontario who haven’t stepped to the Maritime at all. So just their
boundary was Quebec. So, they ask me the same question. “How is it like? We
know that there is a nice scenery”. And | will tell them “You go there, you will find
the best people on earth”. These are the kindest people, who would come to
you, offer their help without you asking. So, these are people who haven’t met
you, and | think they are genuine, and | think their kindness is coming from being
an island. They are close to each other. They are big families, so | haven’t seen
anything bad from these people. These people are so, so kind. You know, | have
so many patients, they were thankful. So, actually the thankful patients and how
they would say “thank you, thank you”, and how they appreciate your help. |
have patients who are fishermen, and as a part of thank you, they would come to
the clinic, you know, when they are treated and they are doing well, with some
fish to give me, fish to thank me (LG). So, the thank you from Newfoundlanders,
to be honest, is different from the thank you from mainlanders (LG). So, the
biggest thing | would say about Newfoundlander, and | really miss it a lot, is the
kindness, their help, their smiling face. My mother, when she came to visit me,
she came many times visiting me in Newfoundland afterwards, and she came
and visited me in Ontario. She doesn’t speak English. But she tells me “Are you
going back to the smiling people?” So, | tell her “Mom, we are settled now in
Ontario”. So, she said “okay, when you are planning to go back to Newfoundland,
let me know, because | will come from Egypt, and we’ll go together to
Newfoundland”. So, she doesn’t understand English, but she remembers the
smiling face.

Thank you very much. As you know, the Muslim population in the province has
significantly increased, especially over the last twenty years while you were still
here. Have you noticed other changes alongside this population growth? Any
social, economic, demographic changes in the Muslim population over the last
twenty years?

Ahh, definitely there is a change. | think when the Muslim population was small,
somehow you could say that there was a little bit of control, you know, a little bit
of attachment to each other. When the Muslim population grew, there was
positives and negatives. So, the positives are making Muslim name known, and
making our culture and religion known, and correcting the misconception. So, in
spite of that, there was some people who, but | would talk about very, very low
percentage, but that has to happen with every religion with every community.
When you find bad weeds come, you know, out of the community, so you see
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people who are going out saying the opposite of what the fundamentals and the
actual religion is. That wasn’t there when the community was small, because the
community was such a well controlled, but | must say, like if there is 99% of good
things came out of good community. Maybe 0.5% are the weeds, the bad weeds
in the community.

So, when the community started to be big and as | mentioned earlier, they
started to show the culture, how is the culture and how is the religion, and they
started to teach the children what is donation. So, donation, some people had
the misconception that when you donate, you donate to the mosque. No, you
have to donate to the community. So, you have to donate to the school that
educates you, you have to donate to the service, you have to donate to
everything. Because a lot of people had the misconception that donation is only
for our religion, which is a big misconception. So, the more the community grew,
the more the community were involved in donation at large. For Newfoundland,
and even global like, started to send donation to Somali people, to any tsunami,
anything that, any natural disaster. So, that was pretty nice with a growing
community, to teach our children. Because | see a lot of children growing up now,
leaving the province, looking for jobs somewhere else. So, these children who
would represent us, you know, somewhere, and you want them to act the way
you are with the same fundamentals.

Did you notice any other quantitative, sorry qualitative changes, in terms of you
know the Muslims’ presence in the larger society, in the business sector, the
entrepreneur sector, or academia. Did you see any change in the diversification?

Well, the Muslims are quite diverse in the province and everywhere. | see a lot of
people in the province are quite professional. So, there’s physicians, engineers,
there’s lawyers. So, the diversity, it helps in serving the community, and not just
the Muslim community, it serves the whole community, and the province at
large. The diversity actually helps as well for people to marry each other, and that
brings the culture. So, you’ll find, whatever, two cultures just marrying, and the
product would be half Pakistani, half whatever, Egyptian, and then cultures
would mingle. So, this diversity, | find it is good, not bad, and it helps in
acceptance. And actually, this is unique in Newfoundland. In Newfoundland, |
find it one of the small places that allow the diversity in a cohesive environment.
The diversity, as | mentioned, in the mainland, is each one has his own mosque
or has his worship service. So, you’re not exposed that much to that diversity, so |
find the diversity is of help, helping the community at large, and helping the
children later on.

Thank you. What are some of the contributions you have seen happen through
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Muslims in our province? You can talk about your personal contributions, your
husband’s contributions, and also your children’s contributions, not only to the
Newfoundland Muslim community, but also to the larger community.

Well, to be honest, when you say contribution, | don’t consider it as a
contribution, like | consider it a job. When you’re doing something for the
community, like, to your own community or at large, | don’t feel that I'm going an
extra mile. So, to my community, | was, because I’'m a physician, anytime anyone
would get sick, “okay, come to the clinic next day, don’t worry about it (LG), you
know, we’ll take care of you”. So, and helping to clarify what’s our religion like
among any other people who would ask me “what is your religion?”. I’'m not
wearing hijab, but I’'m always wearing long sleeves and long shirts and whatever,
and sometimes people would ask me in the summer, “don’t you feel warm?” And
| would say “no | don’t feel warm, I’'m fine” (LG). So, anyways, like people keep
asking and | would say this is our religion and we’re not supposed to show
certain things (LG). So just making the religion known and understanding the
religion was important. Helping the community at large, for me, it was a job. So
just helping the students and the residents and the patients. But actually, the
hospital had made me a mentor to many people, and they say that my
personality allowed, or it was a gift, you know, that | would help many of the
students, or any of the employees who have gone through troubles. | said, “my
God, I’'m not a psychiatrist (LG), I'm a poor Allergist Immunologist”. So anyways, |
was trying to help people when it comes to trouble.

Myself and Sister Faiza, who passed on, we were called many times by the
hospital if a Muslim would come and be admitted to the hospital and needed to
talk to someone from the same religion. So, we were helping with that. And the
initial part, we were helping in collecting donations just to build the mosque. We
were cooking and standing in the mall and selling stuff to collect money for the
mosque. For my husband, again it’s his job, like, teaching his students, and he
had so many PhD students graduated under his care. But my husband and the
other engineers are the ones who were looking after building the mosque. So, it
was a joy, but in the meantime, it was a nerve-wracking time. Imagine when you
build a house, your own house, but you were building a mosque for the
community, so it was- there were ups and downs in that. And actually, mid-way,
there was a contractor who took them to court, the three engineers, because he
wanted more money and out of the contract, but Alhamdulillah, they won
actually in court. So, the judge mentioned to the contractor that he has no right
to ask for more money. So, the three engineers, my husband Hesham Marzouk,
Dr. Hussein El Tahan and Dr. Momen Wishahy were looking from the engineering
point of view. It was Dr. Haddara and Brother Haseen Khan and Brother Wasi and
Brother Irfan. So, there was a big crowd of people who were really, really very
well dedicated around building the mosque. Everyone did not look for a return,
did not look for a penny. It was their heart and soul towards, you know, that big
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project. For my children, my children were quite thrilled actually when the
mosque was built because they were growing up with the mosque. So, they were
going to Sunday school, and actually, they started to serve afterwards and
inviting other children for tours in the mosque, to know what this huge building
is about and what is this religion.

Can you also talk about your children’s upbringing, in terms of educational
background. Did they all attend Memorial University at some point, and were
they involved with the MSA in MUN?

Yes, actually, they all attended school in Memorial, except Nada. Nada, she came
here to Ontario in high school. Nada is the youngest and she graduated from U of
T. So, for the three of them, they used to go to the mosque for Sunday school,
and they attended the Muslim Student Association. It was their own little
association, and they were collecting donations from themselves, and they
would have their own gathering. So, they were serving, but we considered them
as part of us. So, it was the child of the mosque- was the Muslim Student
Association. They had their own gathering, they had their own social meetings,
and sometimes they would just gather in one of the buildings and pray by
themselves, you know, in Ramadan. So, they still remember, and actually they are
still in contact, they are still with - their email is with the MSA, and they are still
in contact with them.

Thank you very much. Before we conclude our interview, | would like to know
more about archival materials that you have right now with you. So, if you don’t
mind, could you please show and tell us about your stories?

Okay, so, this is, not sure if it will show very clear.
If you can put it towards, yes, that’s perfect.

Okay. So, this is a picture of the whole community. | think this picture was in
1994. So this picture of the community at that time, gathering in front of the
mosque, after Eid prayers. So, it was the Eid festival after Ramadan, after our
fasting month. And Dr. Hussein El Tahan, he is PhD in engineering, but he is an
excellent photographer. So, every year after the Eid prayer, he would ask the
community to come out and take a photo. It was an incredible time, because see,
this is how the community, the small community in 1994. | don’t know, | can't,
like among these, there were myself, my husband (LG), my children, | can’t point,
because I’'m holding the photo. But just, whenever | look at the photo and |
would see people already passed on and people who are still, you know, around,
and | see these children who grow. Some of the children passed on, believe it or
not. Some of these children. And the majority of these children are going now
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Azza:

Ayse:

Azza:

and being a valuable member of the community. So, it’s such a memorial photo
to me, and very, very valuable to me whenever | look at it.

Thank you very much. | guess the gentleman on the very far right hand of the
picture is Dr. Hussein El Tahan. Right? The tall man?

Let me see. You got it. He’s this one (LG).

Yes.

(LG) Yeah.

Can you point out yourself and your family in this picture?
Let me see wherelam. lam...

If you are not the one who's taking the picture (LG).

I’'m right there in the back (LG). Actually, this is Karim, my son. And | am in the
back holding Nada, my daughter. Nada was only a few months old at that time.

Thank you.

And | have another picture, actually. This picture, this photo was taken at Dr.
Hussein El Tahan’s house. Mona invited us for dinner one day, and as |
mentioned, he’s an excellent photographer. So, he asked us “why don’t you sit
next to each other, and I’ll take this photo”.

Actually, this picture when | look at it, it reminds me of Sunday school, because
when the children were that young, we used to, at that time on Fridays, the
ladies would gather in the mosque to pray and to read Quran and tafseer. And
the men would go in the basement, the social centre, and they would have like a
cup of coffee, and they would have the children, they look after the children. So,
at that age, you know, the children when they were that young, | used to give
them a threatening word, you know, on Wednesday or Thursday. If you're not
going to finish your plate, you’re not going to the mosque on Friday. So, they
know (LG) that if they are not going to play on Friday, that’s it. The weekend will
be gone for them. So that worked at that age. But at the same age, they used, on
Sunday to go to Sunday school to learn Arabic and to learn Quran. And then,
when they graduated from grade 12, they became teachers themselves and they
would teach the Kindergarten children.
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So, | don’t need to tell me who are in the picture. This is my husband, Karim my
son, this is Shireen, and Nada and myself.

Thank you very much. Beautiful picture.
Thank you.

Do you remember who were the teachers at the Sunday school around, in the
mid to late 1990’s when your children were attending still?

The girls’ teacher was Sister Faiza. Sister Faiza. My daughter Shireen and Nada.
Nada learned just a couple of years, but Shireen all her life. All the values Shireen
has, and not actually the religious value only. It’s just life value. How to be kind,
you know, to people. And | would consider all what Shireen has is more from
sorry (Tears Up), sorry. (SL4). When | remember...

She was such a remarkable woman.

She was an incredible woman. You know, after Sister Faiza passed on, there was
many Jewish and Christian friends who called me and they were in tears. They
didn’t know that she passed on, because she passed on in Ontario. So, actually,
she was the best teacher at that time. And my son Karim had many teachers.
Actually, there were many graduate students coming to engineering at MUN, and
they were volunteering their time. Dr. Hussein El Tahan was teaching at the time,
Dr. Irfan was teaching as well. And Brother Wasi - he would go and teach as well,
until Brother Abdelzaher came in with Eman. And Brother Abdelzaher was
teaching for a long time, and Eman became the mother of all the children. So
Eman came in at the time when Nada started to go to Sunday school. And it
became, Nada used to call her mama Eman- mother Eman (LG).

Thank you very much for sharing these lovely stories. Before we conclude our
interview, if there is anything you would like to add to our conversation, or any
message that you would like to convey through this video to future generations
of Muslims, that would be great.

Well, | would tell the Muslims in Newfoundland that you are in the best province.
| really appreciate every minute | spent in Newfoundland. | don’t think if my
children were raised in the mainland, they would have the same value they have
now. And | would mention to everybody please stick with the community. This
community have fundamentals, have religion. The religion is teaching you how to
respect other religions and how to contribute to the community at large. This is
the value that, it’s available in the mainland, but not as concentrated as it is in
Newfoundland.
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Ayse: Thank you very much. Dr. Selby, if you have any other questions or comments
before we conclude...

Jennifer: No, | just wanted to thank you so much, Azza, for taking this time and for your
contributions, it’s amazing.

Azza: Thank you so, so much for having me. Thank you.
Jennifer: You're muted, Ayse.
Ayse: Yeah, thank you so much for your time, Sister Azza. It was a pleasure to talk to

you, to see you after such a long time. | wish you all the best with your family.

Azza: It’s my pleasure. Thank you so, so much. Thank you for thinking of me. Thank
you, | really appreciate it, Ayse. Thank you so much.

Ayse: You're welcome. And | believe you have a treasure box somewhere in your
house, from which you can retrieve some archival items to donate to our project.
So, whenever you have a chance, we would appreciate it if you consider choosing
some of them, to donate some of them to our archive as a gift to future
generations.

Azza: Yeah, sure. | will. Okay. Thank you so, so much.
Ayse: Thank you.
Azza: Take care. God bless.
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