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Ayse:  Thank you so much for participating in the oral history component of our project,  

Muslim Narratives and Lives in Newfoundland and Labrador. I would like to begin 
our interview by asking you some basic identifying information. Can you please 
tell us your full name, your age, and marital status please? And you can also name 
some family members if you like, like your children, your grandchildren. 

 
Talat:  My name is Talat Mian. And I was born in 1954, and you could say that I’m  

almost 67 years old. And I became a widow in 1994. So, almost 27 years I am 
widowed. I raised my two daughters. Their names are Samra Mian and Asmah 
Mian. Samra Mian- she graduated from Memorial University clinical epidemiology 
masters, and Asmah graduated BWC, and then she joined Memorial University. 
Then she did- she was gone to Pakistan and then she did her dental program over 
there, and she came back and then she did her graduation from U of T. And she is 
a dentist now. And my Samra - she did MBA program from the University of 
Toronto, and she’s a director of, umm, UNH. She’s working as a director in the 
UNH with the arthritis program. So, thank God, and Alhamdulillah for everything, 
what I have gone through. But now God blessed me with two beautiful sons-in-
law to my two daughters. Two sons-in-law and grandchildren. And too beautiful. 
So, I’m enjoying my life in Toronto with them. It’s a little hard work (LG) to help 
them, but it’s joyful, and it’s, you know, I miss Newfoundland. And I’m, as you can 
see from these pictures, it’s opposite of Lester Farm and I print it out and I always 
see these pictures when I am in a missing mode of Newfoundland.  

 
Ayse:  Yeah. Thank you so much. Can you also tell us about your educational  

background? Where did you study, what did you study, and what kind of works? 
Your professional background please. 

 
Talat:  I worked- I did my master program from Pakistan Lahore Government College  
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University. And, then I worked in [[vital- 03:15]] laboratories for one and a half 
year in Pakistan. And I moved. I got married and moved to Zambia. And there I 
lived ten years with my husband. He was in environmental engineering. He did it 
in 1964 from UNB, and we moved to Zambia, he was working there. Then my two 
children were born, and I couldn’t continue my work there, so I did teaching in the 
same school where my girls were going. And then from there, we moved to 
Newfoundland. And there I was working with Memorial University as a research 
assistant three years. It was kind of contract program- bridges program. So, I got 
selected, and I worked there three years, but then after that, when my husband 
passed away, responsibility increased, and the contract was finished. So, I had to 
do something. So, there were opportunities, but there were, you know, it is not 
available all the time. So, people were saying “hang in there, hang in there”. I 
finished my EI over there, but I was working and going part time, and still helping  
and hoping to get a job. Then I couldn’t find it, so then somebody suggested me 
to do the business thing, and I’m very glad that I did it. Because with that career, 
I really interacted with Newfoundlanders. And that gave me a good opportunity.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. You said that you worked for a little while at the University  

at Memorial. Can you specify which department or faculty that was? 
 
Talat:  Yeah, it was health sciences, Faculty of Medicine. So, I got actually admission also  

with the Faculty of Medicine with physiology program. But with the children load, 
I did two courses, with the children load and responsibility, I could not continue. 
So, I have to drop it off that program. 

 
Ayse  Thank you very much. Can you please tell us, what do you know about the first  

Muslims to settle in Newfoundland and Labrador? You can also talk about the first 
senior Muslims you met when you arrived in this province. 

 
Talat:  First, the first person I met was Dr. Wasi Ullah who has tremendous contributions  

for the Muslim community in this province. He’s the first one, he and his wife  
Momina Wasi Ullah. They came and they picked us up from the Newfoundland 
Hotel, which has now changed the name. So, from there, he, you know, when we 
came, we were- my kids were so much missing the home food cooking. So, when 
they welcomed, they were really so happy, and they welcomed us. They were the 
most I would say, helpful to us. They looked at the houses for us and they gave  
really good advice to us. And then, they said Dr. Muhammed Nazir- he helped me. 
Dr. Haseen Khan helped me. Dr. El Tahan and then I was touched by Dr. Khalil and 
Ms. Khalil. They were so old, but they were living like very established lifestyle. 
And they also, even though they were old, but they used to invite us, and of course 
we used to invite them too. We were pretty tight network was there. And Dr. 
Mesbah was also one of them who helped. Dr. Haddara and Faiza Enanny. And 
Farida Bhatti- she used to live next, across us. She became also widow. She raised 
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her son also by herself, but Newfoundlanders- two families were helping her to 
raise her son. And there she was very blessed by that. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. So, you mentioned a few names that you met when you  

arrived here. Did you have any chance to talk to them about whether they were 
the very first Muslims to settle in the province, or there were others who came 
before them? 

 
Talat:  I really didn’t take on that, but I know that Farida was here in ‘60s, and Dr. Khalil  

was also- they came around that time. And Dr. Abdelsalam, Masuma and Dr. 
Rahimtula- he was also a chemistry, biochemistry professor. I think they came if 
not ‘60’s, but maybe in ‘70’s they were there. Or in the ‘70’s or ‘80’s.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. Can you please tell us why exactly you came to  

Newfoundland and settled down in this province? Do you remember the year? 
 
Talat:  Yes, I remember, of course. 1990 in August. August, yes, August, we came in the  

province. Of course, the province was beautiful and the government, he got a  
government job. He was an environmental engineer, and he got the position of 
Water Resource Manager. So, they gave us very good accommodations in this one 
the Newfoundland Hotel, and then this other hotel, they gave that and then after 
one month, we got our own place. So, we really enjoyed that, those summer days 
in Newfoundland. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. Can you please tell us more about your settlement  

experience? So going back to these early days, some memories of your settlement 
in your new home, in your new neighbourhood, in your new community. How did 
it go? Your first encounters with your neighbours, with people around, with 
Muslim community, and also the experience of your husband in his workplace, the 
experience of your children going to their school. So, if you can share these stories, 
early memories with us, that would be great. 

 
Talat:  My children and my husband when they came of course, when you come in the  

beginning, you know, it is not bed of roses, you have to really work hard. And you 
know, like, the economical situation also, it’s not, because only my husband was 
working. And when we came, we got in the beginning, of course was very, you 
know, it was, we got a condo style residence for one month. And that was very 
comfortable, but after one month, we wanted to, he wanted to move into the, to 
buy a house. So, when we bought the house, of course, to run the house, it wasn’t 
that easy, you know, how to manage the electricity and how to manage, you know, 
do groceries, and all those things. But of course, he was in a good position, but still 
it was not easy. Even we have put a down payment and everything, the mortgage 
at that time was, you know, interest rate was very high, and it was 17-18 years 
mortgage we used, you know, we got it. So, of course that stress was there, you 
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know, I would say. But my neighbour was very nice. He is Ken ((XXX- 12:06)) on my 
right side and left side. I lived on Quebec Street, 34 Quebec Street. Both 
neighbours, they were very cooperative. And of course, when we went also my 
husband was, he was maintaining the lawn and my neighbour got very, very happy 
that we are doing all those things. When we brought a truck of sand and my 
husband put it on his driveway, so, he said, “sorry for that”. He said “no, you 
brought this gold for us”. So, it means, then we built up the friendship with them, 
you know. And he has been doing for me, 30 years, my snow blowing all winter he 
helped, even my husband passed away. And the other also side, he passed away 
after two years of my husband. He was fixing my clothesline, and he said, “one 
day my wife will need you”. So, you know, we have like each other support system 
in Newfoundland, so that keeps me going even though I became a widow. But I 
never felt like I’m alone, because my neighbours, my Muslim community, and my 
pension was a little bit not approving. And one of the new, Marg, her name is 
Marg. She put her hand like that on the table and she said “I will get it for you”. 
And thank God, panel said they approved my pension. It was survival benefits for 
my kids and for me. So, it wasn’t much, you know, but it was kind of like still I’m 
getting some of that. So, thanks to Allah and thanks to God that, you know, I got 
all this support. So, I really lived, if I wouldn’t be in Newfoundland, maybe I don’t 
know what will be my situation. But even after my husband passed away and I got 
the benefits, my house was paid off. So, I lived really very comfortably after that. 
Ahh, even though I was running restaurant, but when my friend like - Faiza 
Haddara- she used to say “no, just go 11 o’clock in the morning and come back by 
5, because your kids are more important for you”. And thank God I did it for that, 
because now I can see the fruit. Because if I wouldn’t have put my energy towards 
my kids, they wouldn’t be that educated. I never put them in towards any odd 
jobs, I always put them in the labs or in the, you know, in the government jobs. 
They were doing all those kinds of jobs. I never let them to, you know, so for that, 
those jobs also were benefiting them, and they were doing volunteering also in 
health sciences. And those kinds of things, if we have a right approach towards 
our kids, kids they grow like basically, you know, well educated, and they can 
survive in the society. So that’s, thank you. 

 
Ayse:   If you go back to these early years, you know, how old were your children when  

you first arrived, and how was their school experience when they first joined the 
school community here? How were their experiences? 
 

Talat:  Yeah, she was- my younger one was grade three, and my older Samra was grade  
four. They put her in grade four, but when they saw her within two months that 
she knows all the, because she was in Zambia in grade five. So, even though she 
was a little bit younger by her age, so when they saw her that she’s doing well, so 
they promoted her into grade give. So, in that environment, you know, they were, 
her dad and I were putting lots of time with them. So, they were pretty on top of 
the class, and the teacher they used to question me, “even you know like your 
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husband is not there, but how come your two children are doing so well and doing 
it?”. I said, “you know, we are both, we put lots of effort in them, and they feel 
very comfortable in the schools”. I never- I used to go and drop my younger one, 
after a few months, she said “mom don’t waste your energy, I will go by myself”. 
So that kind of assurance (LG) and confidence in them was there. 
 

Ayse  Can you please specify which schools they went, which elementary and junior  
high and high schools they went? 

 
Talat:  Yeah, they were in the MacDonald Junior High which was behind our house,  

and elementary also, both schools were very close to each other. And then after 
that they went to PWC. And three of them, they have fantastic, you know, the 
teachers after their dad passed away, they put so much effort into my kids. Even I 
used to go and attend the teacher meeting. That is very important. If you put your 
effort into that, I never missed one teacher meeting. So, maybe that could be the 
possibility, but the teachers were very nice. They really supported my kids, I must 
say. Because of them, what they are here at this time, because of them. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. If you feel comfortable talking about it, can you also please  

tell us how has been the reception of your Muslim-ness, your Muslim identity by 
the larger society? Because Newfoundland is known as a mostly Christian white 
province. So, as a newcomer Muslim family, how was your reception by the larger 
society? 

 
Talat:  (CG) I would say I never felt any difference. One or two remarks came to me  

when 9/11 happened. That time, maybe one or two, you know, my customers 
gave the remarks. But then I told them, I said “look, I belong here. All my business 
is here. I am here. My house is here. I don’t have any belongings anywhere else. 
So, I am here”. Then they got satisfied. And then they, after 9/11 also, they’ve 
been coming to my restaurant, and actually one of the schools, the Holy Trinity, 
they invited me and in the Evening Telegram, they put my portfolio there, and 
they wanted to promote that all Muslims, that all Muslims are good people, and 
they work hard, they have good education. So, I find it, you know, after 9/11, I got 
more promoted because my business was very limited at very small scale. I never 
advertised, but since this happened, and then it promoted me more business and 
more people came to my restaurant, and they promoted me in the different, they 
put a portfolio in one of the magazines. They put it in Discovery, they put it in that 
how I achieved this and my entrepreneurship, and one school invited me and 
showed all the teachers and students, and they were all putting my portfolio in 
their file, and they were saying that Muslims are, you know, good people and hard 
working people. So, I know that sometimes we, of course, you know, some of the 
people they have a misconception about Muslims, but then they became so many 
professionals, like they were CEO of, you know, the tall building, the blue building 
next to my restaurant, and CEO of workmen’s compensation. He used to come 
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and all the judges and all of the people from the university crowd. Dr. ((XXX – 
21:19)), he has his own hall. His kids and himself, they used to come together and 
you now. All the educated people, they really helped me out and they promoted 
me and they put it in different Lonely Planet, and he said, Steve Bureau, he is the 
one he said “I brought it, I want they should write about you”. And CBC also, they 
did it you know, so many clips about me. And this is the one they did it- the clip by 
Prajwala. She did the clip on CBC, how the Muslim keeps fast. So, I am blessed. I 
never find any discrimination in Newfoundland.  

 
Ayse:  So, it’s great to know that you had such positive experience. Can you speak about  

the experiences of your daughters at school or other settings before or after 9/11? 
 
Talat:  (SL4) Uhm, I don’t know, because maybe I don’t know, my daughter was, you  

know, like the kids they were growing, and they were, you know. Uhm, I- they 
never said to me, that they got discriminated after 9/11. So, I am the only one 
because you know, I was more, uhm, more exposed to the society, and I used to 
wear hijab also. So I was, you know, more being a Muslim, and they could see, you 
know, by wearing hijab, they could see me that I’m a Muslim. So, since that also, I 
actually used to pray in the main area after work, maybe in between the lunches. 
So one of the writers, he wrote about me that she was, the lady is praying in the 
area she was praying with a top and you know, this kind of, so they mentioned 
about me, you know? So, they always, they felt very close, they always used to 
when they used to come to my restaurant, they’d say ‘oh, this is our auntie’s 
kitchen’. So, I used to feel then, you know, like you feel very welcome when your 
customers are saying about you. I never felt that they are not Muslims, or they are 
not part of, you know, our community. I always- they used to come and they will 
tell about their stories if they have a breaks up (LG), they will come and they will 
discuss with me. I will give them, I would say “don’t worry, it happens”, you know. 
And sometimes I relate with my kids also, and you know, if they are not getting 
married also, and I said don’t worry. When the time will come, it will happen. So, 
these types of stories, you know, I used to share with them. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. I’m just curious, can you please tell us the full name of  

your business, restaurant in St. John’s and also explain how the name came to be? 
What made you decide to name your restaurant that way? 

 
Talat:  The restaurant name is International Flavours. Why I kept it, it was because in the  

beginning, we didn’t have different kinds of groceries. So, we, like some of my 
friends, like Ms. Haddara (Faiza Haddara), Azza and Mona, they wanted, I have to 
have some kind of Middle Eastern groceries there. So, I used to have Indian 
groceries, but then I started bringing Middle Eastern groceries because in those 
days, we could not find anything in supermarkets. So, when we started bringing 
that and when my restaurant used to be small, kind of a grocery store, and I used 
to do some cooking a little bit. So, with that, then I said “oh I should produce a 
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cuisine which can provide all the ethnic background people”. So, then we started 
to make baklava, and with spinach feta cheese, and those kind of breads we use 
to fill spinach and feta in it. So, those Arab people used to like it. And then I started 
making some stir fry to accommodate you know, so it was not only typical Indian 
or Pakistani food and introduceg different types of cuisines. So, in that way, then 
I kept it. I didn’t also use - I used some Thai curries and you know that. So, then I 
made the name to restaurant International Flavours. Am I correct? (LG) 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much for sharing that story. So, it sounds like you had a pleasant  

experience of settling in Newfoundland with your family. Have you observed any 
changes in the reception and settlement of Muslims in this province during your 
lifetime? So, comparing with your own experiences do you think that newcomer 
Muslims, more recent Muslims in this province, have more challenging or less 
challenging experiences in settling down here? So, is it becoming easier or more 
difficult in your opinion? In your observation? 

 
Talat:  When we came, we were on good jobs and good position, you know, when we  

came, we moved, we already had a job here in Newfoundland. And because of 
that, I felt that maybe it was much easier for us. Because only ten or twelve 
families - there were there. So, they welcomed us like anything. We used to have 
get-together and they used to invite all the time to us, and we used to have get-
together in the mosque every month or every Sunday School, our kids will go to 
every Sunday school, and we used to have some kind of activities after the school 
is over. Kids would do some games, and Dr. Haddara’s kids, even though they were 
older, but they will make them, you know, like a fun way Sunday school. So those 
days I still feel that my kids were lucky that way. Because they got that exposure 
to them. And with that exposure, it sticked there with them. And those values, 
they are still carrying on, because even they go here and there, you know, of 
course, kids, you know, they do different things, but when it comes in their minds 
because of that exposure. I find it now, because even I was living there, and there 
are so many people around, nobody can accommodate, even myself. I wanted to 
do much for even maybe I’m getting older, I was you know, also busy with the 
restaurant. I didn’t give that much time to my newcomers or new like Syrian 
refugees. I wanted to do more, but I didn’t do it. So, for us, when I was there, they 
really welcomed us, the Muslim community. So, I don’t know, I cannot compare 
with other people. Maybe the other people are doing lots of things for them, but 
I could not do. I didn’t do much volunteering for them. 

 
Ayse:  I think this is a very interesting point, remark about the capacity of the local  

Muslim community, in terms of helping newcomer Muslims to transition and to 
settle down in the province. So, it’s a big contrast with the earlier days when there 
were fewer people, and you had more time for each other. 

 
Talat:  Yeah, that’s true. 
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Ayse:  Thank you. My next question is what does it mean for you to be Muslim in  

Newfoundland and Labrador? And when you answer this question, you can 
compare your experience of being a Newfoundlander Muslim with your 
experience of being Muslim elsewhere in the world. You said that you lived in 
Tanzania for some time, and now you are living in Ontario. So perhaps you can 
compare these three different experiences and share with us. 

 
Talat: Zambia, we- I lived in the campus, so there was, you know, all the different, of 

course my right and left were African people living there. We used to live in 
university campus, so there it was again different from Norwegian, from Sweden, 
from Holland and some from India and that kind of teachers-  they were there- 
mixed. So, because even though I was, you know, my English was not that great, 
but because of the Dutch people also, they were not speaking that great. So, I 
didn’t find it that difficult. I was not like feeling, not embarrassed that “oh, I don’t 
know the language”. So slowly, slowly my houseboy used to speak and then I got 
fluent in speaking. So that’s (CG) but in Zambia, also, luckily or maybe I was busy 
with the kids, but no, I was teaching in the school. So, the African parents, they 
came, and I improved one of their son’s handwriting and ability, so she was- I still 
remember the comment, she said that “I feel like kissing your hands”. So, they 
were like that much appreciative, you know? So, I think it’s the main character is 
if you do good to others, they will do good to you. So, if you know, like I’m always 
a positive person. So, for me, even if somebody did a little bit not you know the 
right thing to me, I just kept quiet and I resigned from the school, you now, one 
time it happened. But luckily, there was another school and their major team, my 
other daughter was studying there and they hired me. They made me a principal 
over there. So, things happened for, you know, a reason. Or things happen to you 
sometimes. But you know, we shouldn’t take it, because discrimination is 
everywhere. Everybody discriminates each other, even within your community, 
will discriminate. But if you take it as a positive way, that this thing happened, we 
have to prove, to show them that we are kind and loving people. That’s my 
message to, you know, everyone. That should be our motto.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you. I apologize, I earlier said Tanzania instead of Zambia (LG).I apologize  

for that mistake. 
 
Talat:  That’s fine. 
 
Ayse:  Can you also compare your experience of being Muslim in Newfoundland versus  

your new home now in Ontario? What are the differences in your experiences of 
living as a Muslim here and over there? 

 
Talat:  In Newfoundland, I find it, you know, we were very a networking community.  

They were very helpful to each other, you know? Here when you come, when  
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you go to the mosque, I miss that feeling, because everybody will greet you,  
everybody will know. Even if you don’t know anyone, the newcomers in the  
mosque, I always go and ask what’s your name, you know, what are you doing, 
what are you studying? And you do all these questions (LG). But in mainland, you 
cannot ask and go freely to other person, because they will think “why she is 
interrogating it?”. So that is, I find it a little bit difficult. In Newfoundland, you are 
used to think “oh you can do, and you can say or you can greet”, because we 
learned actually it’s our teaching, prophet Mohammed taught us to greet 
everyone, whoever even passing by, it is our Islamic teachings. But I have seen this 
teaching in Newfoundlanders. They, whether you go pass by, they always say hi to 
you. So, you don’t feel uncomfortable to say hi to other people, you know? Or 
good morning, good evening, or Salam, you know. But in mainland, it’s totally 
different. You cannot say Salam, or they will look at you and they will think from 
where have you come, you know? So that kind of, I feel that experience.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. So, you already started giving some hints about  

Newfoundland culture, but my next question will be specifically about 
Newfoundland culture. So, how would you define Newfoundland culture to other 
people who have no idea about it? How would you describe it? 

 
Talat:  Newfoundland culture is very similar to us, I would say. They are very family- 

oriented, like us. And their food is also, you know, when I was cooking in the 
restaurant, somebody commented that it’s spicy Newfoundland food. So I was, a 
little bit I got surprised. Then I said, I analysed it, I said I was cooking turnips, 
carrots, which of course we eat. And potatoes, celery, you know, celery we don’t 
have in Pakistan or back home, but I started putting it in my stew, and like all 
vegetables, broccoli, so these kinds of like lentils. I was cooking peas pudding, and 
then you know, like that kind of. So I find it, you know, I was not making very 
strong spice, which I don’t like myself also. And as you were eating at my place, 
you are from Turkey, but you like my food because it’s not very strong Indian-style 
food. So, myself also, living here, I cannot eat too spicy food, so I made it moderate 
/ medium spicy dishes in my.  
 
And my customers when they come and they talk to me, I felt it they are like us. 
They are, you know, they are talking and relating to their stories. So, you know, 
they are coming with their mothers, they are coming with their grandchildren, 
they are coming with their children. So, they are basically, they are like us, you 
know? They take care of their, maybe exceptionally everywhere is like people they 
don’t do antyhing, but I have seen even grandparents, they are doing for their 
grandchildren. They are picking up the food for their grandchildren. So, there is, 
you know, similarity of culture you know. My next-door neighbour, when you 
become open, you know, after my husband and I was busy with my restaurant, 
and I never you know, did it too much for my neighbour. But as soon as we locked 
down, (LG), it was a good opportunity. He was saying, you know, you cook food 
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and I get the smell. I said OK, I didn’t know I would move so soon, so three or four 
times, I cooked food and I sent it to them and I said we cannot come to each other. 
So, then, you know, but last- before I was moving to Toronto, they invited me and 
they gave me a beautiful meal, which I will always cherish with me. So that was a 
very nice experience to me.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much for sharing these lovely stories. As you know, the Muslim  

population in our province has significantly increased, especially in the last twenty 
years. Have you noted other changes alongside this population growth? I mean 
any socio-economic changes in the makeup of the Muslim community here? Did 
you see any consequences of that increase in our numbers? 

 
Talat:  Would you repeat it please? 
 
Ayse:  Yes. As you know, there has been a significant increase in the number of Muslims  

living in Newfoundland, especially in the last twenty years. So, did you notice any 
changes that population growth brought with it? Any consequences of that 
change? 

 
Talat:  Ahh, I would say that before I was the only restaurant, Muslim restaurant here.  

But now you know, like as I have seen, two people they were working with me in 
the restaurant, they opened their own restaurant. One restaurant and then the 
other, Curry Delight, you know. They, and the other people also, there is another 
Indus also, Indus Valley. So they were, you know, they got the idea from my 
restaurant, and they got you know, that if I could do it and they can open it. So, 
this encouragement, if you do something, people they get courage from you. In 
this society, it’s not like you cannot do anything. Like in Newfoundland, people 
were, even somebody commented. Even something you know my landlord did a 
a little thing to me, but it doesn’t matter. Somebody said in Newfoundland, you 
know, that’s why we don’t want to open the businesses. But that’s not, you know, 
if one person does any bad thing to you, doesn’t mean that all the doors are 
closed. So, these types of incidences happen, but as I closed, there are more 
restaurants opened. And I heard that there is another grocery store open which is 
bringing Arabic food, and he brings a little bit and in two days it’s all gone. So, 
that’s very encouraged, because more businesses can be opened, more things can 
be open. And with this opportunity, people are coming, so they will, they should 
bring, or they are bringing more opportunities, if they will open these businesses, 
then more jobs will create and more economy will boom, and more things will 
happen Inshallah.  

 
Ayse: Thank you very much. You highlighted the consequences, the implications of this 

population growth in the business sector. When it comes to the community itself, 
the Muslim community itself, do you see any changes as the numbers of Muslims 
increase? 



11 
 

 
Talat:  I would say of course like we could not gather Eid festives in a small area. We  

need a bigger mosque and we need bigger halls, we need it for the prayers, which 
we don’t have it. And we rent arenas and all the big hotels, halls. We have to and 
we go and we gather over there. So that’s a change I have seen. Before we used 
to do in the mosque, everything can be done. But now everything is changing. We 
cannot do it in the mosque only, and the gathering also, we used to have once a 
month, which we cannot do it now. And changes, the more job creation should be 
there more. And more opportunities to the new Muslims, they should have it, I 
don’t know, are they getting the jobs or are they doing it, you know, like are they 
contributing to the society, or they are you know, what they are doing at the 
moment I cannot answer that. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. Well, my next question will be actually about the  

contributions of Muslims. So, what are some of the contributions you have seen 
happen through Muslims in our province? You can talk about your personal 
contributions, for instance, you mentioned about your business. 

 
Talat:  Yeah. 
 
Ayse:  You can also expand this to the contributions of your children and also to the  

contributions of other fellow Muslims in our community in their own professional 
settings, or volunteering, community volunteering as well. 

 
Talat:  Yeah. You know, I think we should do more, but some of the early settlers like I  

would say Dr. Wasi Ullah, Dr. Haddara, Dr. Faiza, Dr. Muhammad Nazir, and Dr. 
you know, You, and you know, Dr. Abdelsalam, they have done tremendous 
contribution to the society also and to the Muslim community also. Masuma and 
Dr. Rahimtula - they used to do, you know, to go to volunteering and Ms. Wasi, 
you know, they used to have fundraising, and these kinds of, they will never sit 
idle. They will always do something. Yes, these early settlers, I learned from them, 
and I also- even if I didn’t get a job, I didn’t sit idly. I started making samosas, and 
that trade I got it, even when my friend, she was not poor or anything, but she 
started making samosas and selling to the club. And I saw one of my friends, her 
husband was a professor, but she started making samosas and selling to the club 
or school, you know, school breaks. And from that, she started owning the 
furniture business or another business. So that concept, I didn’t feel ashamed that 
“oh why should I open this small business” you know. When I didn’t have anything, 
I didn’t want to sit idly. I knew through Zambia’s experience- I learned there from 
there this- how to make large scale samosas and I started from that. So, if 
everybody, you know like, will have that in their heart, now I could see like Fatima 
Khan, she is in the farmer’s market, and she’s not doing only for money. She wants 
not to sit at home, she wants to donate the money - what she makes - the money. 
And even for me also, I could have sit at home and not to do anything. I have life 
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insurance, my house was paid off, but I said no. It will have bad effect  on my kids 
also. I did it and it boost the economy. You contribute to taxes, you do all that, you 
create the jobs. There were so many students I hired, now there are professional 
degrees they have. But when they needed it, you know, they have a small little 
job. When they saw me that I am being a woman, I am working alone by myself, 
the students didn’t feel bad that they are coming and washing the dishes in my 
sink, or they are cooking. And now they are, you know, in oil companies and they 
are doing all professional jobs. So, if you represent yourself and those early 
settlers, they did it like that. They did- Ms. Wasi, she wasn’t also idle, she was 
doing, you know, babysitting, or you know she was also when I was doing the 
samosas, she started helping me. There was another, Dr. ((Saleemi Kishwar- 
50:28)), they were also early, they came very early. So, they were also- I have seen 
them, they were either knitting or they are doing some kind of, you know, things 
to improve their lifestyles also, and to contribute to the community too. So, they 
will do and contribute towards the mosque, or work towards organizations, you 
know, Red Cross and all those things. They will contribute towards that. If you 
make money, then only you can give money. So that is very important for the 
newcomers when they are coming. I have seen that, you know, they should get 
some education also. I didn’t sit, I did two courses in university. And like you have 
to keep busy, keep on busy yourself. Farida was there, even she was not healthy, 
but she’s always wants to do this course, that course, art class, she will go and you 
know some art class she will attend and then she was making all those things. So, 
these early, we learned from them. Fatima Nazir, she was also, even if she’s not 
working, she’s always, you know, doing something for home or for creating 
something. So those early settlers, they really worked hard. They wanted to 
contribute to the society to do all the things. So, this is my message to the 
newcomers.  

 
Ayse:  Thank you very much. When you were speaking, you mentioned a name, to me it  

was a new name as an early Muslim. So, can you please share more about that 
person, ((Saleemi Kishwar – 52:26))?  

 
Talat:  Yeah, they were also, he was a psychologist. They came, he came to study in  

Guelph, and Dr. Saleemi and Dr. Kishwar Saleemi. And they have four kids, and 
she was, Sophia their older daughter, and Zain he was a pharmacist. And then the 
other, he did political science, and the younger one, I think he studied from Holy 
Heart or some. And they disbursed and moved away from Newfoundland to study 
and to find the jobs. So, they also, they were very much involved in the mosque 
and helping, doing all the dinners and she used to arrange the dinners, and they 
were helping the Muslims in the community.  

 
Ayse:  Do you think they came here around the ‘60s, early ‘70s? 
 
Talat:  I think they came in the ‘80s, but they were in Canada in ‘60s, then they were  
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gone to Nigeria, then they came back. 
 
Ayse:  Thank you very much for that extra information. I believe you have some pictures  

with you. You already showed some of them, but I would like to spend more 
focused time on these items. If you could please show these pictures to us and 
share with us their stories. Who are in these pictures, when they were taken, for 
what occasion? 

 
Talat:  Actually, I’m at the moving situation, because, you know how in the mainland,  

the houses are very small, so when I moved, I put all my luggage in the storage 
room. So, at the moment, I don’t have much. I would like to contribute, I mean to, 
I would like to show about my profile in the Evening Telegram, and other things. 
But these are my memories about my, this one is outside of Lester Farm. I’m 
standing and enjoying those days in Lester Farm. I went with my friends, and this 
is outside Lester Farm. 

 
Ayse:  Do you remember what year that was? 
 
Talat:  This one was not a long time ago, it was recently. I don’t remember. Yeah, this  

one was, no I don’t have the timings, but it wasn’t that old, maybe two years or 
something like that. And this one also, this is Quidi Vidi Lake. This one is on the 
outside, this is my best spot of Newfoundland. Whenever I’m tired, I like those 
mountains, and the water, and the beautiful, you know, areas around it. There is 
what you call the Planting Building is there, and now they have opened this 
Mallard Cottage, and that’s beautiful and then the Brewery is over there. So those 
in the area, and if you go a little further, you can see all the Narrow coming. So 
that’s my beautiful spot. I cherish that. So, I don’t have, I just took it from my 
iPhone, iPad, iPhone and printed it out and remembering, I said at least I can share 
these pictures with you. 

 
Ayse: You showed earlier some newspaper articles, prints of newspaper articles or 

interviews, media interviews. Can you please show them again? 
 
Talat:  This one, okay, this one is the, maybe you can see clearly or not, I’m not sure.  

Can you see that? 
 
Ayse:  We can see it, thank you. 
 
Talat:  Okay. 
 
Ayse:  So, this was a CBC interview, right? 
 
Talat:  Yeah, video clip, yeah. (SL4) 
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Jennifer: And that was about the restaurant? 
 
Talat:  Yes, it was about the restaurant. “How St. John’s restaurant owner has to cook  

while fasting”. So, they put that clip on the fasting, and they came to my house  
and we had. It is a full video, and they came, and I actually by chance, I didn’t know 
Ayse will be taking interview again for me. (LG). But I invited her. So they were 
there with me that time, Ayse, her husband and her son. And we had a feast 
together, and Prajwala was there and her cameraman, and then she came to my 
restaurant also, then she did it for my restaurant. I have only the colored- you 
know, this photo is from that clip. 

 
Ayse:  As far as I remember, it was part of a series called Ramadan in the Rocks. 
 
Talat:  Rocks, yeah. 
 
Ayse:  You were one of the Muslim people, Muslim Newfoundlander that was  

interviewed for that series. That was a great memory, thank you so much.  
 
Talat:  Thank you. 
 
Ayse:  So, before we conclude, if there’s anything else you’d like to add to this  

conversation, we would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Talat:  I just wanted to thank you to Newfoundlanders and Newfoundland that they  

gave me good opportunity and I lived very comfortably thirty years there. You 
know, it was my, you know, I was in thirties when I came, and now I’m in sixties, 
and that was my beautiful years when I came. It took me some time after my 
husband, but then after that, the last ten years I really enjoyed running my 
restaurant, because all my customers- they were so connected to me. They will 
come, sit, talk, and that was my therapy to live you know by myself, even my kids 
were moved away, I didn’t back and came after them. I was living comfortably 
there. God bless Newfoundland and Labrador and their people, I love them. And I 
wish all the best for them, and for Newfoundland. 

 
Ayse:  Thank you so much. It was such a good pleasure to have you on board. 
 
Talat:  Thank you. 
 
Ayse:  Thank you for your contribution to our project. Once you are settled down, if you  

have any archival materials to donate to our project, I think we will really 
appreciate it. Thank you. 

 
Talat:  Okay, and I will do it. Thank you so much. Thanks for taking out time for me,  

and God bless you both. 
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Jennifer: Thank you, you’re really missed here, you and International Flavors. 
 
Talat:  (LG) I know, I remember you, yes. (LG) 
 
Ayse:  We miss you as a person, we miss you as a cook. We really miss your food. 
 
Talat:  I miss you guys, even my Newfoundland water, mountains, and I miss my walk  

and my lakes. I miss all of them. It was so easy to go and come back, and you know, 
here you have to drive so far to get everything and to do everything. But Inshallah, 
I will settle down then, I’ll be a little better. 

 
Jennifer: Yes. 
 
Ayse:  We also wish you the best and thank you so much again for participating. 
 
Talat:  Thank you so much. Thanks Jennifer, thanks Ayse.  
 
Jennifer: Thank you. 
 
Talat:  Love you both. Bye, bye. Allah hafiz.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


