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Ayse: Well, thank you so much for participating in the oral history component of our
project, the Muslim Narratives and Lives in Newfoundland and Labrador. I would
like to begin our interview by asking you some basic demographic information
about yourself, such as your name, age, marital status, education, and line of
work.

Yassir: Sure, thanks for inviting me. My name is Yassir El-Tahan. I’m a physiotherapist,
locally in town, in a private clinic. I am married, happily (LG) for the last three
and a half years. “Um” what else were you looking for?

Ayse: Your age?

Yassir: My age, oh, (LG) I’m 36 years old.

Ayse: Thank you. What do you know about the first Muslims to settle in this province?

Yassir: To be honest, I don’t know about the first Muslims to settle here. I was born in
1984. I know Muslims were here previous to me arriving here on this earth. But I
don’t think it was very long. From my knowledge, I think we’re only you know
probably in the 60s that Muslims started to settle here in Newfoundland and in
very low numbers, even, you know, when in the 80s, I think, you know, there was
probably just a couple of dozen Muslim families that I recall.

Ayse: Can you recall some names of some seniors, early pioneer Muslims?
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Yassir: Uhh, Doctor Nazir, umm, (SL3) who else, Doctor Haddara,  Doctor, ah, Abdel
Salam, umm (SL4), Doctor Khalil, I believe ah, those would be a few names that I
could recall from yeah that were probably here a few years at least before I
arrived.

Ayse: Thank you. Can you tell us about you, as a child -Newfoundland born Muslim,
your experience about growing here, share some memories of your childhood or
youth with us?

Yassir: Yeah, I was, I mean, thanks to God, I was blessed I had a great childhood. Uhh, I
grew up on a cul-de-sac with a lot of children around my same age. As a Muslim I
was fortunate that I was only - it was in 1988 when they started to build the
mosque. So shortly after- even before we used to actually have Sunday school in
MUN campus actually, so I remember very early on you know when I was three,
four, five years old until the mosque was finished  that we would have Sunday
school weekly on campus here. Umm and then, once the mosque was built then
of course we started having Sunday school at the mosque which was great to
have our own space. And along that, we’d have you know, Boys Club after Sunday
school. Um, and there is you know there’s probably (LS) within the age group of
my age and my brother’s age who’s seven years older than me, there is probably
I don’t know maybe 20-30 of us that were involved in, in Boys Club. So, you know
got to see other Muslim kids around my age and hangout with them which was
great. There is a couple of them that were in my class, ironically enough in my
class, umm, there was another Yassir and there weren’t even two Mathews (LG)
so that was pretty funny. He moved here from Saudi Arabia in grade one, so I was
Yassir number one, he was Yassir number two. Umm, but yeah.  I went to a
Catholic school as well too. Obviously, that’s no more. But you know, we’d have
religion period and so I’ve kind of got to learn a little bit about the Catholic
religion. I used to stick around during religious, religion class even though we
didn’t have to. Umm by default I learned Our Father because it was  on the PA
every morning. But yeah no, I’d I’d had a good upbringing “um” yeah.

Ayse: Yeah, can you tell about the activities you used to do at the Boys’ club after
Sunday school?

Yassir: Yeah, sure. I actually have some pictures of that. We had a basketball net there,
which is great and. We had hockey nets, so yeah, we used to get together, um, so
here’s us playing a bit of street hockey, uh, you know Sunday after a Sunday
school. So, I mean it made going to Sunday school a lot more enjoyable when you
could, you know, get together and play some street hockey and play basketball
and hangout with the kids around your age so yeah. So, and then of course we
did sleep overs as well too, so, um, that was a lot of fun, um, you know a bunch
of us, 20, 30 of us slumber party at the mosque, so yeah.
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Ayse: (LG)

Yassir: That was, that was a great time and a lot of fun memories from that.

Ayse: How about the other Yassir in your classroom, are they still around or they were
here at the beginning?

Yassir: The other Yassir is, uh, he is a doctor, he is up in Ontario. Another good friend of
mine who’s in my class as well too, Karim he’s a doctor as well too, he is in
Ontario as well. And yeah, Karim was here since he was, you know, two, three
years old and Yassir, when he was six years old. They, they actually were here all
the way up to, they did Med school here and then did residency “ah” abroad and
then yeah settled in Ontario.

Ayse: Can you also talk about your youth ages and also how your studies, where did
you study?

Yassir: Yeah so, I went to Saint Paul’s school, that was a kindergarten to grade nine, uh,
which’s great because you only have thirty people in each class and two classes.
So, you basically knew everyone in your grade and few grades ahead of you and
few grades behind you. So, it’s a nice community at Saint Paul’s. And there were
several, you know,  my brother was there, several other Muslims students that
were there as well too. “Um” after Saint Paul’s I went to Gonzaga high school, uh,
and following that, I did MUN for about a year [with] my prerequisites and then
went to Physio School at Dalhousie University.

Ayse: Thank you. If you feel comfortable talking about it, can you please share with us
how has been the reception of muslimness, your Muslim identity by the larger of
society, community here?

Yassir: Aaa, I haven’t had any issues, thanks to God. I think Newfoundlanders are, are
very welcoming people. Umm I’ve never personally experienced any racism,
which is great. Umm, I am sure maybe other people have, but I personally
haven’t. I’ve been blessed that way. Umm you know I grew up on a cul-de-sac
which was very closely knit, I mean I was the only person who was brown on that
cul de sac. But you know I never really got any pushback or kickback all the way
up to school. You know I played a lot of sports, I knew a lot of people and yeah
no I never never had any issues that way.

Ayse: Have you observed any changes in the reception and settlement of Muslims in
Newfoundland since, you know, you started observing life around yourself, you
know, as a Newfoundland Muslim. So, you said that your experience of growing
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up here was very pleasant, very positive, but did you observe any changes in the
reception and settlement of other Muslims, here in this province, over the years.

Yassir: Umm, (SL4), I would say, again, I guess so I maybe just seeing everything through
rose colored glasses, but I haven’t, I haven’t experienced it personally, I haven’t
really seen anything “uh” either (LS) (SL4) yeah, no there’s, there’s no real stories
I’ve to share.  I mean I’m digging deep, you know. Obviously after 9/11, umm,
you know my friends, but this was very jokingly around, would call me terrorist.
But like they’re my close friends joking around and I mean you know this is
maybe not in the best taste. But after 9/11, you know 9/11 was September
eleven, and October 30th of that year for Halloween I dressed up as Bin Laden
right

Ayse: (LG)

Yassir: So as a joke and you know that was, that was my friends got a good kick out of
that and. So, I mean it’s all based on perception right.  So, I mean if you aren’t
familiar with, you know, if you don’t have [a] close friend who’s a Muslim or you
don’t have a family friend “uh, uh” that who’s Muslim then you might have a bad
connotation. So, all my friends umm, they knew me, they knew me for a long
time, they knew my values, they knew what I stood for, they would, you know my
friends would see me pray on a daily basis. So they, they didn’t associate what
happened in New York to be you know part of what my religion you know
believed in. So, I never got any you know pushback or criticism or anything that
way um (LS), so yeah.

Jennifer: I wonder Yassir if you could just comment for a second about, like one of the
things that happen with Newfoundland youth, uhh, it is just out migration in
general,  but also among Muslim youth. Some of the people we interviewed have
talked about their friend, like a lot of their friends leaving. I think it is true
probably for all young people, but also Muslim young people. I wonder if you
could talk about, you know, your decision to come back here or along that line?”

Yassir: Sure, definitely. Umm, so I went to Physio School in Halifax, I knew- I did all
placements back home. Every one of my placements I chose to come back home
for, you, you probably not gonna find too many other Newfoundlanders that love
Newfoundland more than me, to be honest. Umm, I’m big into hiking outdoors, I
mean we have world-class hiking trails in our backyard. I mean three minutes
from my house I’m on some of the nicest trail I’ve seen in the world and, you
know I’ve traveled, I’ve been blessed to travel to few different places you know,
from New Zealand, Australia, you know California, South Africa, Costa Rica,
Guatemala like (I’ve) I’ve hiked in you know a lot of different places and seen a
lot of you know beautiful places, and Newfoundland is is right up there. Ah and
then, I definitely don’t take that for granted. I knew that when I finished school, I
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wanted to come back here and, and live here. My wife, umm, (LS) she’s from
New York. Uhh, so for me when,  you know, I am fairly religious I wanted to find a
Muslim wife, so the best way for me to do that, because there’s not big Muslim
population here, is to pop on the phone, and go on an app and so I did.  And I
went in this app called “Minder”, which is like  a Muslim version of “Tinder”. And
you know, I was on that for a good year, umm, and long story short, I started
chatting with you know my future wife. And she was in New York. But for me that
was a big thing because  you know I had chatted with few different people and I
knew that I would not only have to you know trying to get someone to fall in love
with me, but to fall in love with Newfoundland, which’s bit far-fetched you know,
because most of the people you are matching with are from you know Ontario or
New York or Texas or Florida or you know BC all over the place, and so, that was
kind of hard sell for me (LG). So, umm, but I went to New York first and I met her
family, and everything was great, and I said ok what I gotta get my wife, future
wife here to Newfoundland in the summer while the weather is good (LG)

Ayes: (LG)

Yassir: So, she can see and experience it, I mean I’m not getting her here in the winter.
So, I booked her a flight and the whole process was kind of expedited, but she
came here. She ended up, she was only supposed to be here for four days, stayed
for 11 days and showed her the beauty around Newfoundland, and showed her
great time and I guess that’s what happened. She fell in love with me, fell in love
with Newfoundland and she agreed to move here. I mean her whole family are in
New York and in Pennsylvania, so for her to pack up her bags and, and move here
was-was a big deal for her. Ah, but huge for me, to be honest I mean, I would not
have moved to New York, I mean there is, there’s absolutely no way. I mean
there’s couple of places maybe I might have been able, you know BC , umm,
California maybe, but other than that Newfoundland is home to me and will
always be home, and whenever I travel, umm, (CG) you know I was in Hawaii  last
winter and I mean amazing trip it’s during Snowmageddon,  I have skipped out
on all Snowmageddon, which was fantastic. But I came home and, I mean, I was
taking more pictures when I came home on the East Coast Trails than I was in
Hawaii, which is kind of ironic, but it’s, it’s beautiful here so yeah, I love it here.

Ayse: Thank you. Umm, what does it mean for you to be a Muslim in Newfoundland in
comparison with other parts of the country or the world? So, you can also
compare with, you know, being an Egyptian Muslim in Egypt or you know with
being a Newfoundland Muslim in Newfoundland and Labrador.

Yassir: Yeah, I think we are lucky here because like I said Newfoundland,
Newfoundlanders are just very welcoming people. Umm, not very prejudice so
and (LS), you know compared to my wife- she grew up in New York and she just
found it, she found it quite different when she came here, umm and just she was,
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and I guess that was one of the other things that she was you know okay with.
She was, you know, she was good with raising her you know future God willing
children here in Newfoundland because she kind of got an idea of how I grew up,
and you know my friends, umm. So, I think it’s definitely a different experience
from, you know, here and other places. You know,  obviously in New York, she,
you know, experienced a tone of racism after 9/11 right as opposed to me- I
didn’t experience any. Umm, so yeah, it’s definitely different experiences
obviously growing up in another place than here as a Muslim for sure.

Ayse: Thank you. You briefly talked about Newfoundland people. Can you share  with
us? How do you see Newfoundland culture?

Yassir: I see Newfoundland culture very similar to Egyptian culture. Umm, I grew up
here but I’ve been back to Egypt you know seven times. I love travelling to Egypt.
The culture in Egypt is just very, it’s kind similar to Newfoundland, just very
friendly, very hospitable or just you know, they invite you into their house, have
dinner with you even though you’re stranger, just they, you know, they do
anything for, that’s kind of. So, Newfoundland culture is very similar to Egyptian
culture. I find that way, yeah.

Ayes: Anything else you would like to share about Newfoundland people or culture?
Umm, or perhaps your wife’s perception of Newfoundland culture as a
newcomer?

Yassir: Well, I mean of course that’s the other thing. I mean. she comes here; all of the
sudden all my friends become her friends right. And that’s you know tough
transition you know you come from somewhere where all your family are and all
your friends are and then you transition to you know Newfoundland. Then, umm,
for her she yeah, she felt right at home right away, which is great, and that’s
because all my friends were just very welcoming and. And not even my friends, I
mean, she works at Verafin, which just got huge, huge, umm, you know, they just
sold it to Nasdaq for 2.75 billion dollars, which is absolutely incredible. I mean
you think about that, I mean, like Instagram, they, when they sold Facebook it
was one billion. So I mean like for Newfoundland to that it’s a whole other topic
we won’t get to that. But anyway, she works at Verafin and she, umm,  absolutely
loves her work environment. So, she worked at JP Morgan in New York, awesome
job you know, well paid, and she comes here and that’s a big thing for her. She’s
not sure where she’s gonna land, what’s she gonna do, and then she manages to
find her, you know, career at Verafin and all her co-workers, I mean she just it’s
it’s just a different- I mean Newfoundlanders are just different people than New
Yorkers (LG). And yeah, they’re just, Newfoundlanders are great people and I
think that’s what helped make the transition easier for my wife.

Jennifer: Does she wear hijab?
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Yassir: She doesn’t.

Jennifer: OK

Yassir: No.

Ayse: Well, as you might have also noticed, the Muslim population in the province has
grown up significantly especially over the last 20 years or so. Have you noted
other changes alongside this population’s growth? Any qualitative changes, or
any implications or consequences of that growth in the size of the population?

Yassir: Yeah, yeah for sure. I mean it is, it’s fantastic to see the Muslim population grow
leaps and bounds that it has, absolutely great, seen. I’ve seen it firsthand
because I was, you know, I was 4 years old when the mosque was starting to be
built. And you know, it was almost a question why you guys are building this huge
mosque. I mean at that time there was maybe a two dozen Muslim families. You
know at Friday prayer, we wouldn’t even fill two rows at, you know, in prayer.
And my Dad was one of the people who helped design the mosque and their
plan was you know to design it so that it would you know be ready for capacities
for years down the road, and they, I think they suspected that it would be you
know good for at least 20 to 25 years, and they were fairly spot on. Population
has grown leaps and bounds, I think. I’m not sure on the stats, but I assume we
are in the several thousands, one you know we went from being able to have our
Eid prayer at the mosque all together under one roof to having to rent out, you
know, a hockey arena to have Eid prayer, so I mean that’s a huge difference.
Umm, you know, on smaller scale I guess I would have to just comment on the
fact that, I really loved the smaller community I mean obviously when it was
more close-knit you know we only had couple of dozen families, you knew
everybody, we would have potluck dinners every Friday every Saturday almost on
a monthly basis. So, when the community was smaller, you, you were more
close-knit, you kind of knew everybody, it’s not quite the same obviously when
the community is bigger. Umm, but I mean I would take, you know, the benefit of
having the Muslim community grow to those numbers, but that’s would just one
thing that obviously have to comment on.

Ayse: Besides that, you know, decreasing sense of, you know, connection, gathering
together under one roof, that is you know disappearing over the growth of the
community, do you notice any other changes- demographic changes, social
changes within, within the Muslim community?

Yassir: Well, umm (SL3) I mean you know where they have land- out in Beauline where
we just purchased a house. We are only a few minutes away. But they have done
that because they need  more space right. There needs to be more of a
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community center,  more space for the children, space for schooling. Hopefully
that will, I think, end up being a space that we can have Eid prayers and bigger
gatherings, which we can’t do right now because space doesn’t allow for it.
Before, in the downstairs of the mosque we could accommodate the entire
Muslim community. So, they’ve taken that next step to hopefully, I guess, have
everyone under one roof. And hopefully that will be at the community center. I
think the plan was to break ground on it last spring, but obviously with Covid,
that has  pushed things back, so I think insha’Allah they will break ground on it
this spring.

Ayse: Thank you. What are some of the contributions you have seen happened through
Muslims in our province? And I mean your personal contributions as a
Newfoundland Muslim in your professional field or in your social networks? Or
the contributions of your own family members, or other Newfoundland Muslims
in the community?

Yassir: Ahh, well I mean on a personal level, my Dad, like I said, was one of the few
people who helped to design and build the mosque. So that- that was, you know,
I guess, you know is pioneering in that respect. Umm, that mosque might not
have gotten off the ground if it wasn’t for him and Doctor Haddara and Doctor
Hesham Marzouk. You know, these and of course Doctor Nazir and Abdel Salam
like they were kind of a  pillar to, you know,  get that mosque and, and get it off
ground. Umm, that’s being huge obviously. As the saying goes here you know if
you build it they will come, and that’s what happened. I don’t think you’d
probably have the Muslim population base that you do today if there wasn’t a
mosque that people could go and have Friday prayer. Umm, and on that same
sentiment, my brother, I guess, has seen all that, and seen, you know, the
positive effects. Ahh, he just last year- year and half ago, they purchased the land
and a church and converted that to a mosque in New Glasgow. Same thing, they
only had maybe a dozen families  if that and they would have Friday prayer at
rotating to just their houses. And now they have a big influx of Syrian families
and more Muslims moving into that area of Pictou County. It’s not a very large
population base. So yeah, that’s translated into, you know, building a Muslim
community there, which was very important for him as he is raising children now.

Ayse: Would you like to talk about any contribution in your respective professional
fields and work? Like your parents, yourself or other Muslims here.

Yassir: Umm.

Ayse: Not only contribution to the Muslim community, but to the larger community.

Yassir: Sure, to larger community. I mean, personally I’m a physiotherapist, so I am
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seeing patients at a private clinic on a daily basis. My brother is an orthopedic
surgeon, so he did his residency here and he’s in Nova Scotia now. Umm, my
parents are both engineers. I am sure you heard all about that so I don’t think I
need to go down that road.

Ayse: Perhaps, you can talk about your Dad’s, you know, professional experience here.
Like we didn’t hear him much from your Dad’s perspective, yeah, what is his
professional career?

Yassir: He is an engineer, civil engineer. He came here

Ayse: You can say his name, you can say his name.

Yassir: Hussein El Tahan. He came here in 75. And the plan was to do his PHD, get his
PHD at MUN and then initially willing to return back to Egypt. Umm but I think
they quickly realised that this would be a much better place to raise their
children than Egypt. And I mean, I’ve, I've seen that. I’m very happy and blessed
that they stayed here. Umm, I love Egypt-  it’s one of my favorite places to visit ah
but as you know the opportunities that I’ve had and I’ve seen the way my cousins
have, you know, grown up and the opportunities they’ve had. So, I’m glad that
they obviously stayed here and raised us here and yeah because of that (we’ve
we’ve) we’ve been blessed with a ton of opportunities.

Ayse: Can you recall of any other Muslims that you know of and you took as a role
model in terms of, you know, careers?

Yassir: Umm (SL4).

Ayse: Or leadership, community leadership.

Yassir: Umm, I mean Doctor Haddara- he was such a pillar obviously of this community
for a number of years until he moved to Ontario. He’s just and his all family, his
kids just you know can’t say enough about Doctor Haddara and what he
contributed to Muslim you know Association here, from beginning to end you
know. You can’t really talk about the mosque without, you know, including
Doctor Haddara’s name. And he’s been, you know, he’s spoken in lectures, he’s
just been a huge integral part of Muslim community here. And he’s definitely
missed now although he does travel back every so often and does give talks, and
it’s, it’s great to see him.

Ayse: Thank you so much.

Jennifer: Can you tell us a little bit about Yassir- it sounds like you’ve been involved a lot at
the mosque”
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Yassir: Sure.

Jennifer: Especially

Yassir: Yeah.

Jennifer: About that, and how that’s been a part of your life or the MSA or any other kind
of organizations?

Yassir: Sure. I haven’t been as frequent as of late because I’ve been crazy busy with...

Jennifer: No judgement, no, no.

Yassir: Renovation, buying house, and moving. But up until, you know, a couple of
months ago, I was at the mosque almost every night. I mean five, six, seven days
a week I would go to prayer there. Umm, obviously it was a big hit once Covid hit,
we couldn’t go to the mosque, but we were able to do it online which’s great. But
yeah, I’m at the mosque on a daily basis almost. So that’s huge, that's a big part
of my life and my routine. I do help out on, you know, the maintenance level, so
I’m kind of a go to person when it comes trying to get things done around the
mosque in terms of repairs and maintenance. I have few rental properties, so I
have contacts so I’m kind of sort out that way in terms of looking after you know
day to day at the mosque. I think they’re looking at having me play a bigger role
with the new community center and it just so happens that you know we now
live three minutes away. Because it's a bit out of the way in Beauline for other
people, but for me now, it’s right in my backyard. So that kind of works out, that’s
another benefit of buying that house and being close to that community center
and hopefully help getting that out off the ground like my dad got the mosque
off the ground, you know back in 88. So looking forward to being a part of that
project and helping out.

Ayse: Thank you so much. I believe you have few more pictures to show and share
with us, so if you can kindly show who are in these pictures, when they were
taken, for what occasion?

Yassir: Umm. yeah. So, I would say, I mean I’ll flash you know these couple of pictures
up. This was at Sunday or after Sunday school Boys Club. So, you see my brother
in the middle there blowing out the candles and me next to him and then you
actually see that’s the other Yasir number 2 (LG) and Zaki and Khalid and Nadeem
and few other guys who are all not here anymore.

Ayes: I was just going to ask how many of them are here.
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Yassir: No one, no one in this picture. Nadeem is in Ottawa, Khalid is in South Africa- I
visited him a couple of years ago- Tariq is in Chicago, my brother in Nova Scotia,
Yasir is in Ontario. So, yeah, a lot of these guys unfortunately are not here.

Ayse: How about their parents? Are their parents around, or did they move as a whole
family?

Yassir: Yasir’s and Tariq’s parents are around, and of course Haseen Khan is here and
he’s a big part of the community here. Umm, other than that, the rest of them
have pretty much moved on unfortunately. But yeah great, great memories there
and yeah great group of guys there. Umm, and I think I flashed this picture
before I mean this just us playing street hockey kind of same group of guys there.

Ayse: What year were these pictures taken if you can give us the sense of time?

Yassir: Well, they timed it actually; this was November 14th, 1993.

Ayse: Can you show it again?

Yassir: Yeah, sure

Ayse: And again, most of these kids are no longer around I guess, right?

Yassir: Yeah unfortunately, yeah. And then the last picture, trying to dig up the pictures
of when the foundation was made in the mosque, my Dad took a praying carpet
and he laid it on the foundation and he said you will be the first person to pray at
the mosque, and so he took a picture of me, don’t know where that is (LG)
unfortunately. Umm, we again then we again in the past moving, so everything is
all over the place my parents as well too. So, umm. What he did find though was
this picture, which shows a great memory though, this is the minaret for the
mosque, that’s on the top of the dome at the mosque right now, or the crescent I
should say. So, this, my Dad actually helped design fabricate this (LS) so that was
you know that was a big peace. This was taken in our family room, so that was at
our house for a period of time and yeah, he took a picture of me. So I’m about
four years old there, and yeah so that was my Dad’s first contribution to the
mosque.

Ayse: Actually, there’s a video uploaded to MANAL’s website.

Yassir: Yes

Ayse: about the process of constructing the mosque. And at some point, I noticed a
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young child boy’s sound saying “this is going to be the very first mosque in the
entire province”. And I asked about [it] to people around, who might be that
child, and I was told it was you (LG), it was your voice.

Yassir: Yeah, that wouldn’t surprise me, I mean I remember being a big part in in terms
of I was there a lot because my dad would pick me up from Jack and Jill, which
was my pre-school at the time, and we would go straight to the mosque because
my dad pretty much lived there in the evening times and I was there. So, umm, I
remember being a part of that construction side (LG) quite a bit. And I guess
that’s a by-product you know I was featured in that video, I guess.

Ayse: Well, thank you so much for sharing all these lovely memories. If you would like
to add anything else, if you think that we missed asking any questions, so please
feel free to umm contribute now.

Yassir: Hmm,  I think we covered most of everything (LS) you don’t have anymore
questions for me?

Ayse: That’s all my questions, but if you have any more answers (LG) to those
questions that we couldn’t think of, you are more than welcome.

Yassir: (BR) umm if I start talking, I’ll just start rambling, I’m sure.

Jennifer: Well, you can even think ahead just like you said you know insha’Allah you’ll
have children here which would be (NS) you know third generation.

Yassir: Well, that’s a big, that’s a big thing. That’s why (BR) you know, I lived in the East
end my whole life, so everything’s been super convenient. I lived, you know, 5
minutes from the mosque my whole life. Buying a house in Beauline was kind of
like now I’m gonna be 20 minutes from everything. And my wife who’s working
from home, she’s like “Well, as long as it works for you, like I’m fine I’m working
from home, so it doesn’t matter I don’t have to worry about commuting”. But the
big thing she did say was, “but think about the community center and how
integral or part of, you know, our children insha’Allah. That will play a part of. And
I started thinking back of, you know, the beginnings of the mosque and how
much time as a child I spent with the mosque and that sense of community and
being with other Muslim children. Umm, so to me that was, that was a big draw,
we’re gonna be a few minutes away from there. And um, you know, I was, it was
obviously suggested that they wanted me to be a part of it. Now they’ve seen me
being right next to there, being literally the closest Muslim, you know, member,
and next to that development then it would be very easy to play a big active role,
and of course for my Dad. So, I mean only few minutes away and this is his
chance to kind of you know he started this you know back in 88 and now he kind
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of gets to finish it and you know put together the next pieces of the puzzle for
future Muslim generations, yeah.

Ayse: Thank you so much for this great interview.

Yassir: Thank you.
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