


• t,.. •• 

' f L L E 





THE INFANT READER is intended to carry forward the young 
scholar to the commencement of ]first Standard work. It con­
sists of simple stories and easy rhymes, illustrated by pretty, 
child-like pictures, which cannot fail to quicken interest and 
excite curiosity. 

The pictures form the starting-point not only of the reading 
but also of the spelling lessons. In nearly every case the words 
in the spelling lists are the names of objects seen in the pictures. 
This gives special interest to the work, while it also secures that 
the words in the spelling lists are quite "vithin the range of the 
child's knowledge. 

This plan at the same time enables the teacher to use the 
pictures for the purpose of giving object-lessons of an interest­
ing character. At this stage, the children should depend for 
infonnation on the daily object-lesson, rather than on what 
they read. For this the animals and other objects in the 
pictures will afford exce11ent ground-,vork, without interfering 
with the simply interesting character of the reading lessons 
themselves. 

The Word-Lessons in the book are arranged on the same plan 
as those in the Primers, and are intended to form material for 
systematic drill in the vowel sounds and in the combinations of 
consonants. 

The Writing Models, which are printed in white on a black 
ground, are intended to be copied on the slate. 
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THE CAT AND THE MOUSE. 

cat I tail I paws ( mouse 

I. This is my cat. Do you 
see its long tail? It has soft 
paws, but it has sharp claws. 
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2. The cat sees a mouse. 
Run, mouse, run ! If you do 
not run, the cat will catch you. 

3. This is the mouse. It 

ran to its house. The cat 
did not catch · t. 

4. Can you catch the cat ? 
Try if you can. 

5. Have you seen a cat try 
to catch its own tail? It is 
great fun to see it run round 
and round. 





8 INFANT READER. 

TOM'S DOG. 

og pond stick I swim 
Lion wood mouth fetch 

1. Tom has a fine large dog. 
He calls it Lion. 

2. It is so big that baby can 
ride on its back. 

3. One day Tom was at the 
pond in the wood. His dog 
was with him. 
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4. Tom took his stick and 
threw it far into the pond. 

5. Then he said, " Go, dog, 
and fetch it." The dog at 
once swam in for the stick, 
and soon brought it out. 

6. Look ! thei--e he is with 
the stick in his mouth. How 
well he swims ! 

7. Tom's dog has been well 
taught. He knows one thing 
which all boys and girls 
should learn. 

8. Do you know what it 
is? To do at once what he is 
bid. 
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MY DOG. 
1. 

I have a dog, 
Its naine is Dot ; 
And by lllY side 
It loves to trot. 

l 3. 

It runs in glee 
Up hill and dovvn 
Each day -w-hen we 
Go to the to"WTI.. 

2. 4. 
A nice -white coat I love InY dog, 
My dog has got, And in our cot 
And on its nose Each one is fond 
A stnall black spot Of poor old Dot. 
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KNIFE AND FORK. 

knife r fork 1 three 1 prongs 

1. Henry has had a nice gift 
from his aunt. 

2. What do you 
think it is? It is 
a pretty knife and 
a fork. 

3. The fork has three 
prongs. The knife has a 
sharp edge. 

4. Henry will soon be a big 
boy. He must learn how to 
hold his knife and fork when. 
he eats his food. 
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THE TOY SHOP. 

shop I toys I drum I boys 

1. Hop, hop, hop 
Off to the shop, 

To buy some nice 11ew toys; 
Ned may come 
To get a drum, 

He likes to make a noise. 

2. Get a doll 
For little Poll, 

She has not many toys. 
Get little ships, 
And tops and whips, 

And balls for all the boys. 
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THE LAMB AND THE SHEEP. 

lamb field coat back 
sheep grass wool trees 

1. A young sheep is called 
a lamb. Here is one. 

2. Come to me, white lamb. 
T e lamb will not come. It 
runs to the sheep. 

3. Let us try to catch it. 
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Run, run, run ! We can-not 
catch it. t ru s too fast. 

4. Look at the s e · the 

field. T ey lie on the grass 
under the trees. 

5. A coat of soft wool grows 
on the s ee 's back. 

6. Men cut off the wool and 
make it into clot . 
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4. See! there it comes! It 
flies back to the nest. Now 
it sits on the eggs. 

5. There will soon be young 
birds in the est. Some day 
we may come to see them. 

6. Lucy and James went 
every day to see them, till 
the little birds were able to 
fly. 3 
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THE HEN AND HER CHICKS. 

hen straw I one three 
chicks eggs two nest 

1. This is a hen, and these 
are her chicks. There are 
three of them one, two, 
three. 
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2. Hen ! call them back. 
Look how they run when she 
calls them! 

3. The hen gives us eggs. 
Let us look for one in her 
nest. There is one in the 
straw. 

4. The white hen laid it. 
She has no chicks __ 

5. We must not take it till 
she lays some more. 

See the hen and all her chicks ; 
She gives to the In the food she 

picks: 
When she says_, ''Come_, chickens_, 

corne:J'' 
To her the little chickens run. 
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3. The cow is out on the 
grass. There has been rain. 
The grass is fresh and green. 

4. God sends the rain to 
make the grass grow. The 
cow eats the grass. The grass 
is its food. 

5. The cow gives us milk. 
Jane the milk-maid will soon 
come to milk the cow. 

6. Then Fred will get a 
drink of nice, warm milk. 

7. How good God is, to 
send the rain to make the 
grass grow, and the cow to 
give us milk. 
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LITTLE ROBIN REDBREAST. 

1. 
Little Robin Redbreast 

Sat upon a tree ; 
Up went Pussy Oat., 

And down went he. 

2. 
Down ca1ne Pu .. y Cat, 

And away Robin ran; 
Said little Robin Redbreasts 

" Catch me if you can." 

3. 
Little Robin Redbreast 

Hopped upon a wall; 
Pussy Oat jumped after him, 

An almost got a fall. 

4. 
Little Robin chirped aloud; 

And what did Ptl sy say? 
Pu sy Cat said "M w;" 

And Robin flew away. 
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NURSERY RHYMES. 

I. 
Hush-a-bye, baby, on the tree-top! 
When the wind blows the cradle will rock ! 
When the bot1gh breaks the cradle will fall­
Down will come baby, cradle and all! 

2. 
One, two, buckle my shoe. 
Three, four, shut the door. 
Five, six, pick up sticks. 
Seven, eight, lay them straight. 
Nine, ten, a good fat hen. 

3. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, I caught a hare alive. 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, I let her go again. 
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3. He holds the boat with 
a string. The little girl says, 

''Blow, wind, blow; 
Make the ship go! " 

4. The sea is very calma 
Far off there is a sea-bird, 
high up in the air. 

5. The little boy is called 
Fred. The little girl is his 
sister. Her name is Mary. 

6. She has come to see 
Fred sail his boat. She likes 
to help him when she can. 

7. Mary has always a smile 
on her face. At home she is 
called Little Sun-shine. 
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----·· 
LONG TIME AGO. 

l, Once there was a little kitty 
Whiter than sno-w-; 

In a barn she used to frolic_, 
Long tiine ago. 

2. In the barn a little Inousie 
Ran to and fro ; 

For she heard the kitty coining, 
Long tiine ago. 
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THE LITTLE MILK-MAID. 

cow 
milk 

stool 
pail 

grass 
field 

girl 
maid 

1. Look at me, boys and 
girls. I am a little milk­
maid. I am going home iVith 
my milk-pail and my stooL 














































































