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10 SCENES IN THE TROPICS. 

snake may lie coiled among the bushes, or traces of 
the savage jaguar* may be seen upon the JYa,th. 

Birds, beasts, and insects live there, for the most 
part, undisturbed. It is their hon1.e; and on every 
side they are at work, hunting their prey, or escap­
ing from danger. For though man seldom wages -war 
upor1 them, these wild creatures of the forest are 
engaged in constant warfare with each other; and 





12 SCENES IN THE TROPICS. 

from the forest flowers. Fly-catchers gleam and 
sparkle everywhere. Water-fowl of snowy plumage 
sport on the streams, their white dresses contrasting 
with those of the red flamingo, or the sca.rlet ibis, 
that stand patiently fishing on the shore. 

QUESTIONS. -Why are the forests in hot countries so dark ? What 
are the climbing-plants called? Why? Ho-w does the white man 
make a way for himself through the forest? What dangers lurk there? 
Of what is the forest specially the home? What are the lights that 
flit about in the gloom? How do the monkeys s-wing themselves from 
one tree to another? How do they keep themselves warm at night 1 
What birds are found in these forests ? 





SCENES IN THE TROPICS. 

the rainbow. Its tail is a n1agnificent plume* of 
fairy-like feathers., partly white and partly yellow, 
so that you might think they were made of silver 
and gold. This plume is very much longer than the 
body., and makes the bird appear larger than it is; 
for in reality it is only about the size of a pigeon. 

We can haJrdly fancy a flock of these beautiful 
birds upon the wing, floating at their ease, or p"Llr-­
suing the insects of various kinds that serve them 
:fur food. But this is no uncommon sight in that 
land of flowers and spices-a land that seems ex­
actly fitted to be the home of the Bird of Paradise. 

But there, as in all tropical countries, there is a 
season of rain and stor1n. Then the birds disap­
pear, as the swallo"rs do with us, and seek some 
sheltered place. But when the rain is over, and 
the spices in the woods breathe O"llt fresh fragrance, 
they return to their old hatlnts,* and the gay plun1.es 
of the male birds may be seen glittering amongst 
the trees as before. 



THE BIRD OF PARADISE. 

When the Birds 
of Paradise are about · 
to take one of their 
long flights, they 
choese a leader to 
be king over them. 
Where he goes they 
go, and where he 
settles they settle, 
perching on the same 
tree .. 

He generally flies 
higl1 up in the air, 
fa.r above the heads 
of his subjects; and 
he takes care to lead 
them against the 
wind, so that their 
loose floating plumes 
may not be blown 
over their heads. If 
a storm comes, they 
then rise higher and 
higher, and keep 
mounting until they 
reach a calmer and 
serener region. 

The natives always 
know the king, by 
the spots which he 
has upon his tail, 
like the eyes upon 
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