


e 

Donated to 

The University Library 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 

• 

April 1976 

by 

GEORGE WILLIAM JEFFERS 

Farmville, Virginia 

S.B., A.M., Boston, Ph.D., Toronto 
D.Sc. {honoris causa), M. U.N . 

V I L E , 







No. V. 

THE ROYAL READERS 

THOMAS NELSON AND SONS, LTo. 
LONDON, EDINBU H.GH, NEW YOI{.K 

TOl{QNTO, AND PARIS 



THOMAS NELSON AND SONS LTD 

Parkside Works Edinburgh 9 
36 Park Street London WI 

312 Flinders Street Melbourne Cx 

302-304 Barclays Bank Building 
Commissioner and Kruis Streets 

Johannesburg 

THoMAS NELSON AND SoNs (CANADA) LTD 
91-93 Wellington Street West Toronto x 

THOMAS NELSON AND SONS 

19 East 47th Street New York 17 

SociETE FRANyAISE n'EoiTIONS NELSON 

97 rue Monge Paris s 



PREFACE 

WHILE this book, both in matter and in style, is a considerable ad­
vance upon No. IV., it will be found to meet for its own stage the 
special aim of the whole Series of RoYAL READERS-namely, to 
cultivate the love of reading by presenting interesting subjects treated 
in an attractive style. For convenience in class-reading, the lessons 
are divided into paragraphs of nearly equal length. 

The following are the leading features in the plan of the volume :­
I. Very copious NOTES are appended to each lesson, explaining· 

every point of difficulty that occurs in the course of it. These Notes 
make the book thoroughly self-interpreting-a matter of the greatest 
importance when it is remembered how rarely the scholars have within 
their reach the books of reference necessary to make every scientific 
and historical allusion. intelligible. It is believed, also, that teachers 
will find it advantageous to have the requisite information in the com­
pact form in which it is given in the Notes, not only for their own 
convenience, but also as a means of enabling them to advance more 
rapidly_, as well as more surely, than if they had to communicate that 
additional information orally during school hours. 

II. The ACCENTUATION and the MEANING of all the difficult words 
in each lesson are given in a Vocabulary at the end of it. The Pro­
nunciation in phonetic spelling of Foreign words is given in the Notes. 
Derivations are introduced sparingly, and always in brackets, so that 
they may be either prescribed or not, at the discretion of the teacher. 

III. The WoRD LESSONS include, beside the Vocabularies, groups 
of words related in meaning; and two series of specially prepared 
Dictation Exercises, containing difficult words in common use, words 
selected from the Civil Service Examination Papers, and words of 
similar and of opposite meaning. They also embrace some useful 
Spelling Rules, with exercises upon them ; and a complete list of 
homonyms, the list given in Book IV, having, for convenience in 
revision, been repeated in the present volume. 
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IV. The QUESTIONS on each lesson are continued in the present book, 
not so much for the convenience of the teacher, as for the purpose of 
enabling the pupil to test his own knowledge after the lesson has been 
prepared. The questions will thus warrant the teacher in insisting on 
the most thorough preparation of each lesson ; and, as was pointed out 
in previous books, they will form an admirable basis for Composition. 
Exercises. 

V. The USEFUL KNOWLEDGE LESSONS at the end of Part II. em­
brace two sets, in the same form as those in the preceding books,-that 
of question and answer,--one on the Senses, and another on the Atmos­
phere. They also embrace a series of brief lessons on the important 
subject of the Health of the Body. Avoiding technical terms and scien­
tific details, these lessons point out in simple language the things which 
it is most important that both young people and those who have charge 
of them, should know regarding the care of the body and the best 
means of keeping it in health. The same Division includes a series 
of lessons on Plants and their Uses; in which the most important facts 
regarding the vegetable products turned to account by man are briefly 
stated, and grouped in such a way as to be easy of remembrance. 











FIFTH READING-BOOK . 

.MIRIAM'S SONG. 1 

SouND the loud •timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea ! 
Jehovah has ·triumphed-His people are free ! 
Sing !-for the pride of the •tyrant 2 is broken: 

His chariots, his horsemen, all ·splendid and brave­
How vain was their ·boasting !-the LoRD hath but spoken, 

And chariots and horsemen are sunk in the wave ! 
Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea ! 
Jehovah has triumphed-His people are free ! 

•Praise to the ·conqueror ! praise to the LoRD ! 
His word was our ·arrow, His breath was our sword ! 
Who shall return 3 to tell Egypt the story 

Of those she sent forth in the hour of her pride 1 
For the LoRD hath looked out from his pillar of glory,4 

And all her brave thousands are · dashed in the tide. 
Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's dark sea ! 
Jehovah has triumphed-His people are free ! 

THoMAs MooRE (1779-1852). 

, 
ar row, dart. 
boast'ing, vaunt'ing. 
co:ii.' queror, vic' tor. I 

dashed, pros'trated. 
praise, glo'ry. 
splen' did, shin'ing. 

tim'brel, kind of drum. 
tri'umphed, cofi'quered. 
tyrant, des'pot. 

1 lYiir'iam's Song.-" And Miriant timbrels and with dances. And Miriam 
the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, answered them, Sing ye to the LoRD, 
took a timbrel in her hand ; and all for he hath triumphed gloriously; the 
the women went out after her with horse and his rider hath he thrown into 



10 A PERILOUS ADVENTURE. 

t;he sea." (Exodus, xv. 20, 21.) The refer- plete that not one man is left to return 
ence of course is to the destruction of with the story to Egypt. 
Pharaoh's host in the Red Sea. 4 Pillar of glory.- The pillar of 

2 The ty'rant-the Pharaoh or King cloud by day, and of fire by night. 
of Eg.v·pt. (Exodus, xiv. 24. See also Hymn of the 

3 Who shall return, &c.-The mean- 1 Ilebrew Maid, p. 99, stanza 1, and 
ing is, the destructjon has been so com- · Note 2.) 

A PERILOUS ADVENTURE. 

THREE or four lads are standing in the channel below the 
great Natural Bridge of Virginia. They see hundreds of 
names carved in the limestone ·buttresses, and ·resolve to 
add theirs to the number. This done, one of them is 
·seized with the mad ·ambition of carving his name higher 
than the highest there ! His companions try to ·dissuade 
him from ·attempting so ·dangerous a feat, but in vain. 
He is a wild, ·reckless youth ; and afraid now to yield, 
lest he should be thought a coward, he carves his way up 
and up the limestone rock, till he can hear the voices, but 
not the words of his terror-stricl{en playmates. 

One of them runs off to the village, and tells the boy's 
father of his perilous situation. Others go for l1elp in other 
directions; and ere long there are hundreds of people 
standing in the rocky channel below, and hundreds on the 
bridge above, all holding their breath, and awaiting the 
fearful ·catastrophe. The poor boy can just distinguish 
the tones of his father, who is shouting with all the 
·energy of ·despair,-'' William! William! don't look 
down! Your mother, and Henry, and Harriet are all 
here praying for you ! Don't lool{ down ! Keep your 
eyes towards the top ! " 

The boy does not look down. His eye is fixed towards 
heaven, and his young heart on Hi:rp. who reigns there. 
He grasps again his knife. He cuts another niche, and 
another foot is added to the hundreds that remove him 
from the reach of human help from below. 

The sun is half way down in the west. Men are ·lean-















THE CONDOR OF THE ANDES. 

less wilds. The condor, or 
South American vulture, 
alone finds itself in its 
native element amidst these 
mountain deserts. On the 
·inaccessible ·summits of 
the Cordillera, and at an 
elevation of from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet, this bird builds 
its nest, and hatches its 
young in the months of 
April and May. 

Few animals have at­
tained so wide a ·celebrity 
as the condor. This bird 
was known in Europe at a 
period when its native land 
was numbered among those 
·fabulous regions which are 
regarded as the scenes of 
imaginary wonders. The 
most ·extravagant accounts 
of the condor were written 
and read ; and general cre­
dence was granted to every 
story which travellers 
brought from the fairy-land 
of gold and silver. It was 
only at the ·commencement 
of the present century that 
Humboldt 2 overthrew the 
extravagant notions that 
had previously prevailed 
respecting the size, 
strength, and habits of 
this ·extraordinary bird. 
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18 THE CONDOR OF THE ANDES. 

The full-grown condor measures, from the point of the 
beak to the end of the tail, from four feet ten inches to 
five feet ; and from the tip of one wing to that of the 
other, from twelve to fourteen feet! This bird feeds chiefly 
upon carrion ; 3 it is only when ·impelled by hunger that 
it seizes living animals, and even then only the small and 
·defenceless, such as the young of sheep, vicufias,4 and 
llamas.5 

It cannot raise great weights with its feet ; which, how­
ever, it uses to aid the power of its beak. The principal 
strength of the condor lies in its neck and in its feet ; yet 
it cannot, when flying, carry a weight ·exceeding eight or 
ten pounds. All accounts of sheep and calves being 
carried off by condors are mere exaggerations. 

The bird passes a great part of the day in sleep, and 
hovers in quest of prey chiefly in the morning and evening. 
Whilst ·soaring at a height beyond the reach of human 
eyes, the ·sharp-sighted condor ·discerns its prey on the 
level heights beneath it, and darts down upon it with the 
swiftness of lightning. When a bait is laid, it is curious 
to observe the number of condors which ·assemble in a 
quarter of an hour in a spot near which not one had been 
previously visible. These birds possess the senses of sight 
and smell in a ·singularly powerful degree. 

Some old travellers have ·affirmed that the plumage of 
the condor cannot be pierced by a musket ball. This 
·absurdity is scarcely worthy of contradiction ; but it is 
nevertheless true that the bird has a singular ·tenacity of 
life, and tbat it is seldom killed by fire-arms, unless when 
shot in some vital part. 

Its plumage, ·particularly on the wings, is very strong 
and thick. The natives, therefore, seldom attempt to 
shoot the condor. They usually catch it by traps or by the 
lasso, or kill it by stones flung from slings, or by the bolas.6 

A curious method of ·capturing the condor alive is 
practised in one province. A fresh cow-hide, with some 





20 THE BROOK. 

THE BROOK. 

I COME from ·haunts of coot and hern,1 

I make a sudden ·sally, 
And ·sparkle out among the fern, 

To ·bicker down a valley. 
By thirty hills I hurry down, 

Or slip between the ridges ; 
By twenty thorps, 2 a little town, 

And half a hundred bridges ; 
Till, last, by Philip's farm I flow, 

To join the ·brimming river;-
For men may come, and men may go, 

But I go on for ever. 

I chatter over stony ways, 
In little sharps and trebles ' 

I bubble into ·eddying bays, 
I ·babble on the pebbles. 

With many a curve my bank I fret 
By many a field and fallow, 3 

And many a ·fairy foreland 4 set 
With willow-weed and mallow. 

I chatter, chatter, as I flow 
To join the brimming river;-

For men may come, and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 

I wind about, and in and out, 
With here a ·blossom sailing, 

And here and there a ·lusty trout, 
And here and there a grayling, 

And here and there a foamy flake 
Upon me as I travel, 

With many a silvery water-break 
Above the golden ·gravel, 

And draw them all along, and flow 
To join the brimming river;-

For men may come, and men may go, 
But I go on for ever. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































