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PREFACE. 

THIS volume completes the ordinary Series of THE RoYAL READERS, 

It differs from No. V., in embracing a wider range of subjects, and 
in making considerably greater demands on the intelligence and 
knowledge of the young scholar. At the same time, the lessons have 
been made as interesting as possible, in order to fulfil what has 
already been repeatedly pointed out as the aim of the Series­
namely," To cultivate the love of 'reading by presenting interesting 
subjects treated in an attractive style." 

It is worthy of notice that this volume is not a mere collection of 
literary fragments. Every subject taken up in it is treated with a 
degree of completeness which will at once satisfy the inquiring mind 
and stimulate its powers of thought. With this view it was found 
necessary to have a large number of the lessons specially prepared; so 
that a considerable portion of the book consists of original articles. 

The following are the leading features in the plan of the volume :­
I. Very copious ·NOTES are appended to each lesson, explaining 

every point of difficulty that occurs in the course of it. These Notes 
make the book thoroughly self-interpreting-a matter of the greateHt 
importance when it is remembered how rarely the scholars have 
within their reach the books of reference necessary to make every 
scientific and historical allusion intelligible. It is believed also 

' ' that teachers will find it advantageous to have the requisite informa-
tion in the compact form in which it is given in the Notes, not only 
for their own convenience, but also as a means of enabling them to 
advance more rapidly, as well as more surely, than if they had to 
communicate that additional information orally during school hours. 

II. The AccENTUATION and the MEANING of the most difficult 
words are given in a Vocabulary at the end of each lesson. · For 
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convenience of reference, a point is prefixed in the reading lesson to 
every word explained in the Vocabulary. These lists of words are 
to be used for spelling lessons, as well as for exercises in pronuncia­
tion, and in the meaning of words. The WORD LEssoNs include, 
besides these Vocabularies, the principal Greek Prefixes, and a 
general list of Suffixes, with exercises thereon. 

III. Rules of PuNCTUATION, based on a few simple principles, are 
given in Part II. In connection with these, a set of DICTATION 
Exercises is introduced, specially selected to illustrate the Rules. 
These Rules, however, are intended to be applied systematically 
to all the Dictation and Composition exercises of the class. The 
special exercises in Dictation should be supplemented by sentences 
selected from the daily reading lesson. 

IV. The QuESTIONS on each lesson are continued in the present 
book, not so much for the convenience of the teacher as for that of 
the scholar and his friends at home. They are an admirable means 
of enabling a scholar to test his own knowledge. But their chief 
value lies in their facilitating the work of parents or others at home ­
in ascertaining whether the lessons have been thoroughly learned. 
The Questions will thus warrant the teacher in insisting on the most 
perfect preparation of each lesson. 

V. The method in which the Questions may be used as a basis for 
NARRATIVE CoMPOSITION is fully illustrated by an example appended 
to the first lesson in the book. 

VI. Passages from standard authors adapted for RHETORICAL 
READING are given in both parts of the volume. Several poems, also, 
are printed in the form of prose. The chief value of this arrange­
ment is, that it conduces to the reading of poetry by the sense, and 
not by lines. It also brings out very clearly the position of the 
rhetorical pauses, which are common to both poetry and prose. 

VII. The UsEFUL KNOWLEDGE LEssoNs in Part I. treat of The 
Barometer and Thermometer, and Great Inventions. Those in Part 
II. include The British Constitution, and The Animal Kingdo1n, and 
a brief but exhaustive treatise on Physical Geography, adapted to the 
"Special Subjects" schedule of the Education Codes of England and 
Scotland. In a Biographical Appendix brief notices are given of the 
lives or the great men referred to in the lessons, and of the chief 
authors from whose writings selections have been made. 
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14 THE GREAT SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 

solely with the rescue of their enemies ; a proceeding the more 
generous on their part, as they thereby exposed themselves to 
the most •imminent hazard. Captain Curtis, in particular, 
covered himself with glory, by •prodigally risking his own life 
to save those of his fellow-creatures. Some of his own men were 
wounded in this honourable ·enterprise; others were kjlled : and 

SUBTERRANEAN GALLERY, EXCAV A.TED OUT OF TH·E SOLID RoCK. 
(See Note 4, p. 16.) 

he himself narrowly escaped from partaking the fate of a ship 
which blew up at the moment when he was about to board her. 
More than four hundred of the enemy's troops were rescued by 
this intrepid sailor from certain death! 

The greater number of the famous battering-ships were either 
blown up or btunt. The Spanish Admiral quitted his flag-ship 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































