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As we begin our ne....sletter service for the 196L-65

season we are very conscious of the fact that the past

fishing season was not a good one for many inshore fishermen,

particularly trap fishermen . In many parts of Newfoundland

and Southern Labrador it was one of those years when trap

fishermen receive very little returns for the hard work and

broken rest whi-:h is so characteristic of this type o.f

fishe!"j'"_ Fa'[Lur-ee of this kind continues to demonstrate

in a rather t.ragtc but vivid way the neceeatty for fishennen

to be equipped with boats and gear that will make it possible

for thm to find the fish when water temperatures and feeding

condi tions prevent them from frequenting the traditional trap

"ber t hs 11 • Most of the fishennen so equipped during the past

season managed to get at least "saving voyagee" , By us tng

the synthetic rill nets as early as possible in the Spring,

then getting what they could from t.rare , and going back to

gill nets and long lines again in the Fall, they succeeded

in getting a fair voyage in spite of the vagaries of the trap

fishery •

Commencement of 1960- 65 series

In our "Decks Awash" series for this season , which began

on November 22nd., we'll, be able to show you hf'lw ll18ny fisher­

men are now endeavoring to equip themsedves with boats and
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gear for multi-purpose fishing and the greater chance it gives

them of producing better ca tches .

We should like to repea t here what was said in our fi rs t

newsl e t t er of l as t yea r , namely , that , "one of the ,ways 1n

which the "Deck Awash " se ries may be of practical assde tence

i s t o i nfo rm yo u of what other fishermen are thinkin~ and dot ng

Mos t of us J whethe r we are fishermen or not , can l ear n some th i ng

f rom other people . We realize , of course , that the same piece

of infonnation is not l i kely to meet , in eve ry detail, the

eX:lct need of every one of a number of fishermen . We are also

s ure that every fisheman who is putting thought into his j ob

will welcome suggestions fror.l other fishennen who are "maki ng

good" and we will be anxious to get as much i nfo:mation as pos sible

about every phase of the fishery . "

Film acq uired for iliis season I s serie.!

I n pr epa rati on fo r t his season's series of "Decks Awas h" your

moderator visited a number of fishing communit ies during the

past season . He had the opportunity of eeetng various fishi ng

methods at fi r s t hand and succeeded in getting f U m on various new

aspects of the inshore fishery . This film will be used on the

pr-ogr-ammes of this series during the cominr winter , We hope you

enjoy the fUms and that you 10fUl be able to get some new inform­

ation frm the progr-arnnes ,
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ExperiJllental ?re jects Undertaken During Summ...!.!:

The Newfoundland provincial goverrment ., throueh i ts P'l~ h eries

Developnent Authority and with tile assistance of the Industrial

Deve'lopaerrt Service of the federal department of Fisheries , and

also assisted , to some extent by representatives of t.t-e fishing

indt:s t ry,. have , during ilia summer , been carrying on a number of

exper-Imented projects dcsagne d to test rev fishing ee thoas and

new gear . Three of these experiments ver-e (1) a new type of

Inshore Gillnet Boat and Dr-un Hauler , (2) new way of catching

s qui d using Japanese methods , and 0) the feasability of using

small Inshore Draggers for flounder and other ground fish . In

addi tion to t hese three , other projects will be undo r-tnkcn dur ing

the winter and on into next season .

Prel iJdnary r-epor-ts from these exper-tmente are encouraging

a nd. undoubt edly some of t hes e new methods will be in use during

nex t season . The Inshore Gi llnet Boat. and Dr um He. l er shows ve ry

great promise of providing an effective and efficient way of ha ndli ng

l arge number-s of Gi.Ll.net.s with minimum labour .

Our first programme this season 3S last season, was an

trrtr-cduc t ot-y one in which we had the participation of four guests ,

all of whom have had long and close associa tions wi til the

Newfoundland Fisheries .

Dr . Gushue

Dr . Raymond Ousbue , our first guest , expressed his satisfaction

that K€1I\orial Univeristy through the Extension Service was able

to provide tnrcr-natdon and educational material to f't sberraen ,
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He fe lt that the objectives of the s eries could not be ecmeved without

collabor ation of all agencies conce rn ed with fisher i es. In thi s

connection he was hap py to see co lleagues wi t h whom he had previo us ly worked

i n the fisheries f iel d present on the prograrene, Dr . Gushue end ed his

r emar ks by wel coming the other gues ts and wish ing t he new s er ies success .

Dr . Willian HC!.IlIfrlcn

The se cond guest on t he programme was Dr . Wi lliam Hampden,

President of the Newfoundlam .Col l e ge of Fisheries . Dr . Hawpden has

r ecently r et urned t o Newfoundland after spendi ng appr ox imatel y twent y

years in other par ts of t he wor ld, where he was engaged, f or the most

part , i n fisheries research . In 1955 he becam e chief of the Fish

Pr ocessing Scc tion, International Div ision i n Rome. In thi s pos i tion

he developed projects in Brazil, Chi l e , Ecuedc r , Peru , r sr-aot , J ordon

and Thai. Land ,

The "Decks Awesh'' series , Dr . Hampden fe lt , was a f resh approach

to fisheries i nf or mation and education end had. aroused the interest of

people not only in Newfoundland but i n other pa r t s of Canada nod i n

the United States. The College of Fisheries woulrl , he said, co Ll.ebcr et.e

with the University Extens ion Service am assist t he producers of the

pr ogr ammes as much as poss ible .

The College of Fisheries has now Launched its first fu ll acadermc

year with a t otal enro l lmen t of cl ose to 200 students .
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*' 'The function of t he College is to provide courses o f t raining

edmed at : -

{a ) ass isting active f'Lahermen <15 ue ll as othe rs engaged i n

the i ndu stry to increase thei r pr oduc t i vity and effi ciency ,

end dev elopin g manpower fo r pos iti ons of s ki ll rod sup er ­

visory r esponsibility, according to the ne eds of the

i ndu stry.

(b) prepar ing cand i dates fo r excmfnataons l e ading t o Cer tifi cates

of Competency as (1 ) n-at.ere , ( ll) Mates , (lll) Marine

Engineers .

(c ) developing manpower fo r c er-eer-s i n Naval Architectur~ .

(d ) developing manpower far cereers L"1 t he Electro nics

industries . II

The College will con t i nue wi th its Extens ion Se rv i ce unde r which

travelling sc hoo ls fire held i n fi sh i ng communiti es t o bring prc.ct ical

and up-t. o-d ot .c I nrcrmat.ton on now gear and mechanica l aids nm th e c ar e

and oper ation of Diesel and ot her Marine engdnes ,

New knowledge end sk i l ls 3rC rapidly being devekoped i n the

fisherie s as i n other industries , mxl Newfoundlanders , i f they arc t o

play a v itl!. l role in the future fisheries , must be equipped not onl y

t o use the present new skills end afds but al.eo t o be able to adopt to

new chcnges Dnd techneques of en cve r -chcngdng indus t ry .

*Quotcd from College Fac t Shee t .
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Mr. Harold Bradley

Hr. Harold Bradley indicated that he was happy to par-tdcdpat,e

in the opening of "Decks Awash" for another season . He expressed the

belief that pr-ogr-cmmes in the past had served to highlight some of the

problems of the anshor e fishery end hcd provided fishermen with a

knowledge of the new techneques now being used or about to be used in

the fisheries ~

In commenting on the results of the fisheries during the peat

season Mr. Bradley said that while the t.rep fishery W2S poor in several

rc-oae there WAre other compensetdng fcctur cs that brought the overall

returns up to a tolerable level. A geed squid end mccker e'l fishery,

together with 8. fair Fall cod fishery end gener-aLl.y higher prices for all

species produced, resulted in earnfngs which, whi.Le below that of Les-t

year , were somewhat. bet.t.er then was indicnted in the early part of the

In concluding his remarks, Mr. Br-ad.Iey referred to the closing

remarks of the Hon, H. J . Robach ard , Hinistcr of Fisheries for Ccneda

during our opening programme of Lcs t veer in which he wished rf.shermen

the "best fishing ever on the squid-jigging grounds". This wish , Hr .

Br-adLey s-atd, had cer-t.afnl.y come true since the squid fishery this year

wcs the best for many yofl.rs. He hoped t.hct the fishing on the squid

jigging grounds would be LtG good next ycar e

The lnst guest on our opening progr-amme 1-1<lS 111". Eric Gosse,

Deputy Y..inister of Fisheries for Newfoundland . Mr . Gosse and his stClff
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hove p'Laycd an trapor-t.ant. role in the "Decks AwashH series since its

inception . Their eesf.st.ence nOO co-operct don has contributed sub ­

stantially to the degree of success ccnt.eved by the pr-ogr-cmmes ,

Mr. Gosse s cLd th at. he W25 happy to be associated with "necks

Awash" egatn this year end tnddcctcd th::lt it W3S B wor thwhile service and

one appr-ecf.at.ed by fishermen.

Since Yir. Gosse hod r-eccnt.Ly returned from a trip to 10010.00,

Nor-way end Donmer-k we took tho opportunity of cskfng him some questions

with r-egar-d to t he f i shi ng activities carried on by these countries .

The follmdng is 0. summary of Mr . Gosse 's r-oaerks e-.

There is very little Inshor- e fishery, ns we know it, carr-fed on

in IceIcnd , For merry yenr s now the Lce'Land-io t'Lsberroon have been us ing

Lor-ge boat.s of f r om 300 tons and up to prosecute the fishery . They

still us e a number of these boct.s -il thougn, since they have now instituted

the twekve mile fishing lirrJit , there is D. trend to somewhet smaller

boct.s -boct.s of <: hundred tons or less . The bost.s are owned on Do co -

opcretdve basis by fishermen a.ssistod to Q. Lar-go degr ee by gov er nment .

The Icelnndic fishermen ar-e If'..!'B0 [TId efficient producers and

nrc making use of the Let.est in ncch-mcul. end electronic aids . In

recent years they hevc developed <3 cod seine which is used to take fish

when they come to shore on their cnnunL spring mt.gr-ct.t.on, This is a

v ery Lar-ge setne and is oper-at-ed v'ith the use of 9. hydrolic power block.
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Mr. Goose indicated. that he feels this might h ave possibilitics

in our Newfoundland fishery during the trap eeeson , It might have

advent.agee over the cod trap since it c en be used with electronic fish­

finding equipment end is perhaps more versatile than the cod t.r-ep ,

In Norwcy and Denmark as in EocLand co-operative activity

plays c very large part in the fisheries . Han y of the boots are owned

by fishermen or fishermen ' 5 or -genfaat.Lons assd st.ed in veryt.ng degrees

by govemment.s , In Denmark much of the fish processing i s done by

fishermen's co -operatives .

These countries are well advanced in c et.chtng techniques and

processing t.echno'Iogy and , by conrpard son, we have a long wrry to go

before we get in a favourable competitive position with them .

Conclusion

Our first fiv e programmes l ast ye;:rr de alt with boat design and

construction . This year we ar e not plmning to cover this topic un less

requested to do so by you .

If 0. number of you feel t.hat, you wouId like to h cvo some pro­

gr cmnes deal.fng wi th boat but.Ldtng He shall endeavour to accommodate

you .

We , therefore, suggest t.hct. you let us know whether or not you

would like to hav e some pr ogr-onmoe in boot. construction again this season ,
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~"'e are l ooki ng forw~rd to hear-tri g from lTIany of you again .

Your conment.e , ideas , sug gestions ani opinions wi ll b e gr l!tefUlly

received and dealt with on th e progr -armes or through the Newsl etters .

On our next programme you will b e eb'Le to ~et :1 look at and

hear some discussi on about the new Inshore Gillnet Boet md Drum

Hauler . We hope you r iOO i t interesting .

Pkenee address any cor respondence to :

"Decks Awash" ,
MCll'IOrbl University Extcmsion Service,
St . John-s .
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