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The subject f or our s ec ond "Decks Awash" prcgraeme for this

s eas on was "Gillnetting with a new type Inshore Gillnet Boat

and Drum Hauler" .

I n the early part of l as t year the NewfouncD.and Provincial

Oovernment ., through its Fisheries Devekopment, Authority. co -op-

era ted with tile Indus trial Develnpment Service of the federal

Departlll.ent of Fisheries in conducting a number of experimental

fishery projec ts designed to test new boats and new methods of

f i shing in inshore waters . Fishery firms and businessmen

associated with the fishing industry also agreed to assist with

some of these proj ec t s by pr oviding the ne cess a ry boats and

per s onnel . Several of thes e pr oj ec t s got underway during the

past se a s on and some of them will likely contir:ue on into next

yea r 's f i shing season .

One of the new methods on which a cc ns Lder-ab'Le amount, of

experimental work was carried out was a new type of tnsf-cre

gillnet boat and drum hauler .
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This project got underway at Newtown, Bonavfe ta Bay in

August with the assistance of Mr . Boyd Way, a businessman of

that communtty, [}I1rior the late sunmer- and autumn Mr. Way

had two of these boats in operation crewed by six fishennen,

three men for each boat .

DFBCRIFTI ON OF BOAT

The boats used in this project were built at Marystown

shipyards during the early part of 1564 and are of the same

basic design as other longl tner-s now being operated in various

parts of .the Province . They are 1.15 feet overall length with

a beam of 12 feet . The main engine is installed just aft of

the crews I quarters in the fo rward se ct i on of the boat, with

the fish hold situated just. about amid -ships . The aft section

of the boat differs from the basic longliner desf.-n in that

the last ten feet has a well or drooped deck . This is the area

where the fish are removed from the nets as they are being hauled .

There is some question at the present time as to whether the

"well" is necessary or desirable .
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The picture on the cover of this newsl etter shows the boat

engaged i n an actual fishing operation in the vicinity of the

WadhWl. L e'l ends ,

DRUM HAUL' R & ROLlllRS

The drum hauler in Mr . 'tiay ! s boat is installed on the ed ge

of the r ai sed. deck just forw ard of th e "well" . The dr um is con -

structed of aluminum and. i s appro ximately six f eet wid e ani can

t ak e up to forty gi l lnets at one time . It is powered. by a hydraulic

unit dr i ven by the main eng ine of the boat and can be ope rated

either f rom the wheel house or by a control lever on the hydraulic

power unit at tached to the d r-um , The drum can be operated at

any sp eed bac kwards or forw ard s sirnpl~' by u. push of t he control

lever .

Three rollers are attached to the stern of the boat . Two

i n a vertical or upright position and one i n a horizontal or

l evel pos ition . The r oller arrangenent shosn on the cover has



- ~ -

now beea modi/iOO . The up r i gh t rolle!"3 beve been :let fl.!~ht.:"

apart and the level roller has been lengthened to about six

feet . This allows the ne ts to be sp read Hider on the ro ller

as t hey are being hauled . According t o r eport s received this

is a much better ar r angement .

EXPERIIl'llTAL

It must be realized that this method of using gillnets is

still i n its expe ri.mental stages as far as Newfoundland cod

fishi ng is concerned . It has , of course, been proved a complete

su ccess in British CoIumbda f or gillnetting se'lmcn, but some

adjustments may be necessary for hauling bottom se t cod gillnets.

Such adjustment s , ...mile perhaps necessary for cod gi l lnet ting -,

will not be major one s . The fishermen who u se this boat end

drum during t he l at e summer' and eer-Iy fall fee l t hat it is an

eas y and effic i ent method of fishing Lar-ge numbers of gillnets,

and ot her people are already shOlrl.ng interest in thi~ type

of ope r ation .
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The nets are hauled with tho bo ct stern to t he wind . Thi s

in i tself may seem st.renge t o some fishermen . One would t hink

th t'.t the s t .r-ntn of suc h <J Lnrge boct vouId b e mor e t han the

gear could et.cnd , rnd would r esult i n 3. Lor-ge amount of damago ,

This, however , is not t he case . Your moderato r was ac t uaH y

on board Mr. Way's boe t when nets were being hau led in <1 25 mf Le-

per-hour wind . There was a good deal of strain, of course, but

there W0.5 no damage to the gear- -.nth the exc ep tion of (l. few

broken f loats . This occur red before c. su ff i c ient number of nets

'Here ...round on t he drum t o f orm e cus hio n f or t he floats . In

this cas e t he t.ot.al, strain of th e boet wee t.cken by t he dr um

end nets .

The nets come in over the level ro ller gu i de d by the upr igh t

ones. The fish ar-e shaken out by the fishernen st.cndtng in the

Hel l rnd the nets are wound on the drum with floats on one side

and boat r opes on the othe r . To reset the ne ts t he drum i s simply
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reversed and the nets run out over t he rollers in the same manner-

as they were hauled in . The boat can b e operated close to full

speed during the setting operation .

On the particular fishing trip r eferred to above eighteen

quinta.ls of fish were taken from twenty gillnets .

On our television prograrrrne covering this method of fishing

we showed a t en minute film of t he act ual oper at i on . Our guest,

Mr . Rupe r t Price of the I ndustricl. Devel opnent Servi ce of the

f ed eral Department of Fd sherf es , exp lained in 501118 detail the

operating of the drum and roller s .

Later on in our series we are going to dcnonet.r ct.e how this

boat and gear can be adapted. t o another method of fishing which

is called snap-gear l onglining . I f t his works satisfactorily

the ge ner-a l, feeling is t h at thi s type bo at, a nd gear c an b e used

as an economic fishing unit .

Since the cceeenceeent of this expe r iment sev er al fishermen
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.:m:I fishing f irms have i..mprovised their own drum rollers and t ell

us t hct they are worki...'1g out very well .

Again we woul d like to enphasfze that we will welcome and

ecknovkedge ell corenent.e or suggestions sent to us by fishermen .

Why not t ake time out to gi ve us your views?

Our address is : -

"Dec ks Awnsh II

Joierror ial Univb rsity Extens ion Service,
St. acnn rs , Nowfound'Land ,
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