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At the conclusion of our pro gra."'!mir.g fa!' l as t seas on we

decided to visit a mnabcr of fiEhing areas end f ilm th e fiahing

activities bet.ng carried on t her e" In this way we hoped t o be

able to hi ghli bht the probfere fa ced by t ishemen in thes e ar ea s

and get tishemenls ideas as to what they teel should be done

to s ol ve some of t hese problems.

We therefore visited the f ollowing areas during the pas t,

summer :-

(a) The Trepassey area (taking in t he coremuniti es of Portugal

Cove South, Trepassey, St . Shott's, Peter-t a Rive r , St . Vincent ls ,

St . Mary's and St . Josephts . )

(b) The Per-t-de -Cr-eve area (taking i n the communi ties of Port-

de -Grave , Hibbs' Cove and Harbour Gra ce. )

(c) The Fogo Island area (including the communi ties of Tilting,

Fogo , Seldom. and Newtown in Bonavista B<v) .

(d) The Southern Labrador (including most at the c crenunt td es

from Lance-au-Clair to Hamil t -n Inlet . ).
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Since November 22nd . we have produced a prcgr-ers-e on each

of these areas .

THE TREPASSEY AREA

On Decembe r 6th our progr-e-sne dea l t with the Trepassey

area . We commenced by showing the cceperat.tvekj- new wharf and

cOlllllronity s tage buil t by the federal Government for the fishennen

of Por tural Cove South . As many of you already know this 15

bas i cally a trap f ishi ng community with very poor harbour facilities.

The whar f and stage are a real improvement fo r t hes e fishermen

an d is very much appreciated by them , They no longer have to

go to the expense of' ' repa i r i ng and replacing individual stages

ea ch s pr i ng .

Fi shemen at Portugal Cove South still use the small trap

boat and depend almost entirely on the proceeds of the trap

fishery.. I n recent years some gi l lnet fiB hi ng has been carried

on wi th encouraging results . Moo t of the production is trucked

to th e f resh fi s h plant a t Tr epa ss ey .and so l d i n a fres h state '

The 1964 t r ap fishery at Por-tuga 'l Cove South was fa i r ,
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At Trepassey the new fish plant owned by Fishery Pro ducts

Limi t ed was completed during the summer replaci ng the one des -

troyed by fi re some three years ago .

It was r ather eurpr-Lsfng to l earn that very few peo ple

livine at Trepassey are engaged i n the a ctual catchtns- of fish .

The majority of men at Trepassey Ere empl.oved in fish plant

ope rati ons . In fact , a t cer t ai n times t her e is a sbcr-tege

of workers for the plant . Fish supplies are pr-ovt.ded by South

west Coast fi5he rmen who came to Trepassey to fish for five or

six months of t he year or so from dr a ggers operated by fishe r y

Products Li mit ed . Some fish is also trucked to Trepassey f rom

nearby corrmunities of Portugal Cove South , St . ShOtt 15 , Petero e

Rive r and St . Vi ncent 's .

51 . SHOTI'IS

At St . Shot.tre the fishery is carried on entirely by the

us e of small two-men boats equipped with from twel ve t o f i fteen

nylon or JlonofUame nt gillnets . The pea t. season was an excellent

one for them despi t e the f ac t tha t they had to con tend wi t h very
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roueh weather conditions durine May and June .

This year the St . Shott's fishenncn salted 3. large

percentage of their catch in their newly-constructed community

stage . The prices offered for rreen fish , particularly during

the early part of the season were not satisfactory to them so

t hey de cided to salt their catch t-nt.t L there was a r i s e in price .

This price rise oc curred during t he l a t ter part of the season

and they sold the remainde r of thei r production at pr ices

r a nging from 3 3/4 cents to four cen ts per pound . They sa l te d

appr oximately t went y-two hundred qui ntals in t he community s ta ge

and nego t iated a bulk sa le . Thi s r esul t ed in their receiving

$ 25.50 per sa ltbulk dr aft . The f i sh pr oduced was all gill net

fish and vae th erefor e, practically all very l a r ge f i s h.

Mr. J ohn Molloy, a fish erman f rom St. Shott' s, parti cipated

i n our December 6th pr ogr amme and. i ndi ca t ed that the fishennen

at St. Shott 's were all satds rt.ed with the result of their

fishing efforts during the summer-,
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~r . Molloy also indicated that the chief problem in the

area, and one causing al l fi shemen a great dea l of concern ,

was the presence of large numbers of dragger-s operating in

inshore waters - - that is to say , operating nearer than twelve

Jl1iles from shore. Actually Borne of them. have been caught cperatdng

inside the three-mile limit . Fishe:men in the area feel tha t

something has to he done about thLs if they are to depend on

inshore fishing for a 11ring . Given some additional protection

in this r es pect they are optimistic about making a f air living

f rom i nshore fishing .

PETERIS RIVER

Unli ke many fi sh ing co mmuni ties t hroughout the Pr ovi nc e

and i ndeed unl i ke most communi t ies on the Avalon Peninsula th e

Peter's River t rap fishery during th e pIlst surmer- was exceptdonc j .Ly

good . Most of the fishennen he re ha d "bumper- voyag es II •

This is anot he r COJT:'1lunity which has now be en given a

community stage and innroved landing facUities . The f'Lshe rmen
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are delighted with these improvements and are all optinistic

about being able to IT\c....ke a living from the fishery.

The fishery at St. VincenVs during the past season can

be classified B·<; being fair. Fishermen here have to fish from

the beaches , there being no harbour facUi ties. This season

e fforts are being made to provide l andi ng f.seiHties but since

the whole area is plagued with shifting sa nds and strong CUITEOnts

there is some doubt as to whether the present atr-u ct.ures wil l

wi thstand tju. element s .

Fishermen at St. Nar-y t s , St. J os eph ' s and Q'DonneI ls ar-e

s howing: quite a bi t of i nterest i n t he larger t ypes of f ishi ng

craft, p.3rticularily t he t.r ap boat l onglioer . Several of these

boats were i n ope r-atdon during the past season and report satis -

factory resul ts . Those using t ra ps , gillnets and Longl.tnce wer e

more successful Ulan those limited to gillnets and Icngktnes ,



(
- 7-

All new boats are now eoutope d with gurdies , gUlnet ha uli ng

devices and gurdy heads for l onglining .

Mr . Brendan Paul , a .ri.sner-i ee officer of the f'ede r-ak

Department of Fi sheries , s tationed at Trep:iss ey was also a gues t

on this pr-ogr-asrae, He has been stati oned in the area for some

five years , and reported that he has s een subs tanti al improvements

in communications, electrification and living standards gener ally

during th e l ast few yea r s .

PROGRAMME # ~

PORT- DE aRAVE

Much has been said during r ecent years about th e Port-de-

Gr-a ve I'Leherne n and their meth od of hauling traps in the large

L51 tra p be at. longliner. At t he risk of being ac cus ed of ac t i ng

as publicity officers for th es e fishermen we agai n produced

a programme showing their fishing meth ods . We do not apologize

f or this because we feel t hat th es e fishenn en mile developed
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very sound and labour- s aving fishin~ methods t ha t, takes a great

deal of the bard work and frustra~ion ft'o" certain fishing operations .

Gi ven the same gea r and a little time to adjust to these methods

we f eel that hundreds of our fishcnnen can do as well as the

Port-d e-Grave trap-boat l onglincr f ishermen .

We ha ve alwa~ found the Per-t -de-Or-ave fishermen willing

and anxious to share their expe riences with Leas well-equipped

f i shermen and to help their fe l low fishermen in any way possible .

The real secret of the success achieved by these fishermen

i s thAt they have su cceeded i n equipping themselves with l a r ge

amounts of gear . When they cannot get fish by us i ng four or

five cod t.repa , they have f ifte en or twenty gi llDets which

are immedi a tely put into use . If the fieh will not net , then

they change to fifty or Si xt y lines of trawl.

These operations are carried on from May to November inclusive

us ing boats equipped with the maehanical aids whic."l takes practically

all the slavish work from the operating of such l ar ge amounts
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of gear , for examnl.e, a gurdy powered by the cain engine of the

boat and used to have trap docrweys ; a mechanical dipnet to take

fish f r om the traps j rubber tire heads attached to gurdy fo r

ha uling gillncts and a l on j!l i n i ng heed f or ha uling t r.:lwls .

Many fish ermen are now anxious to get into t hi s t ype of

ope ration an-t , by taking advantage of present end perhaps Iu ture

f orms of assistance f rom industry and governnent , many of them

will succeed in getting the required amounts of gea r to enable

them to do -s well or even better than the fishennen of Port-

de-Gr-ave ,

":on our pr-ogr-aeme dea l Irv- with Por-t-de-Or-eve we had

Mr . Leste r Pe t.ten of Hihbl'; Cove end Mr . Joshua. Reid of Old

Shop , Trimty Bay . Both of these men expressed their belief

th~t i n order to make a U vil1f.· from fishing today fishermen

rsus t. be equipped with multi-purpose fishing gear-,

Hr . Petten reported t.he t. the Port-dc-Grave fishermen did

not do ...s well this year 35 last veer- but succeeded in making
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a raid)' adequa te i nc ome during the season. He also reported

that during the pas t five ~e.rs there has been a pronounced

downward trend i n the size of the fish taken off Cape St . Fr-anc- ~

where they fish. His theory' is that this has been brought

about by intensive off-shore dragger cpe ret.t.ons , Biological

r e sea rc h during re cent years also tends to eubetentdate this th eory .

Hr. Reid co ntr i bu ted a very encouraging piece of news t o

th e pro gr-amme when he informed us t ha t during the se ason he produced

300 , 000 Ibe , of turbot and had no diffi culty i n selling this Lar-ge

catch. Two fishing firms have f ound a r eady earke t, for I'r-ozen

turbot in Europe and pr -ospec -e look bri rht f or marketing a

substantial t onnage of turbot in th e f ut ur e .

Mr. Reid pl ans t o go i nto t urbot f ishi ng on a much bi gger

sc ale durinr nex t s eas on .

I n our next news l e t t e r we shA.ll be g:I~ing you some news

on the Fogo Islands and Labr ador fisheries . Meanwhile we would

aopr-ecfate receiving your comments on the prograemee you have
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seen to da te a nd any sugges t i ons you may care to make wi t h r egar d

t o to p lee f or f ut ure pr ogrammes .

Our address 1s :-

Decks Awash J

Memorial University of Newfoundland ,
St . John's , Newfoundland .
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