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In July of 1964 the pr-oducer of "Docks Awash" visited the

costal fishing conununities of Southern Labrador to get a first hand

l ook at t he fishing activities carried on there . Most people

engaged in or associated with the fi :!lheries were (at the beginning

of the 1964 fishing season) optimistic about the outcome of the

Labrador fishery for that season . Unfortunately, the outcome was

not as expected. All along the Southern Labrador coast the trap

fishery was alIoost a complete failure . Neither "floaters" nor

"et.atdoner-s" succeeded in getting much mre than token catches .

The fall fishery showed some improvement in certain areas but i n

others fishermen ended the season with extremely poor returns .

Improved Shore Facil1ties

The cornrrnmities of Lanc e au Clair, Forteau, and Pinware now

have canrmmity stages in which to handle their fishery production.

In 1951 storms destroyed many of the individual fishing stages in
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these ccmmuru.taes and the rashemon grouped tcge'taer to build.

themselves :arge COlfJl1Ul1ity at.ague and "rlharves. Most of tha

mate rial for these faci1i~ies were suppkted by the provir.cial

government but ell the necessary labour W<;iS cor.tr:'buted by the

fishermen themselves . Fishermen ill these c cmmanft des are vel'''';

happy ......ith these !ac::'lities and make full uee of thc:n.

At West St. Modeste the Fishery Deve'Lopaen t, Authority of the

Provincial Department of Fisheries has const.ruczed a bunkhouse

f or the benefit of fisherrren vho reeve from the F'Icvers Cove area

t o fis h in the l at e s....-nrtz:- end early eutunr., This facility is

divided i nt o a cookhouse , &:11 " t~enty compar-tment.c equipped with

spring co t s to sleep four men each . Previously t hese fishermen

lived in tents and other make-shift living accommodation dur ing

t heir f ishing trips to Labrador. In addition to the bunkhouse

the Federal Df;partment of Fisheries has built a large ec.CUTmlity

stage and wharf at, \iest St. Modeste .....hieh is used by 'the peop le

be l ong ing to the comrrumt.y as well ae by fisherm,m fr-om the
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Newfoundlard side of the Straits of Bell Isle .

During the fall of 1964 work began on the construction of

cOtl'lmUrlity stages at Lance au Loup and Capstan Island . Fisherren

living in these communities are anxious to have these stages

because they live on exposed sections of the coast and orten lose

their individual stages during the fall and winter as the r esult

of storms and ice damage .

Longlining at Lance au DiBble

Most of the fi sher men living in conemirutd es on Sout hern

Labraodr still u se smal l boats for both the trap and trawl fisheries .

This, of course, limits the dis t ance they can go from shore to l ook

f or fish . In 1964 , while th e fish did not come to shore i n the trap

berth areas , there were large concent rations of them i n what migh t

be called linear-offshore" waters . Dr-agger-s operating in the st raits

of Bel le Isle during July r epo rted that fish were plentiful and that

t hey were taking good catches . This was also reported to be the

case as far north as Hamilton Inlet .
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Proof that l ar ger boats can give f ishermen a better chance to

make a l iving i f used properly was provided in 1961l by a f ishing

family from Lanc e au Diable , a small fishing coflUl1Ufli t y l oc at ed on

t he Labr ador s i de of the strai t s of Bel l e I sle .

This fami ly took delivery of a l ongliner at Marystown in

Apr i l of 1964 , sailed. it along t he Southwest co ast am up the

Nor thwes t coast as f ar as Port au Chou. The y began fishing at

Port au Choir and caught and so ld $1,200 .00 worth of halibut at

Allen ' s Ltd . at Corner Brook . Later they moved to the Greenly

Isl and fi sh ing ground s and c aught 750 quint.!'.ls of fish "..hich they

landed at Lance au DiBb l e, processed it to a sem1-dry s tate and

sold i t far $16 .25 per quint al. Followin g this th ey mov ed t o t he

St . Anthon y ur-ea and c aught and so ld ss.ooo.oo worth of fi sh to the

fresh fish plan t at St . Anthony . Their gross i ncome for the season

was $19,058 .50 . They expressed the belief that had they been more

familiar \lith the larger boat and the more modern longUning net.hod s

t hey wouId have done cons iderably better.



- 5 -

In March of this year they plan to ccemence winter fishing

operntlons at Port aux Basque ani will continue operating until

next FalL The early start and more experience in handling the

boat and gear should, they reef, result in a gross income of over

twenty-five thousand dollars in 1965 .

The production of this crew in ccmpcr-tecn to the production

of their neighbours , who continued to fish in the small boats during

the season, is astonishing . The sm.all boat fishermen ended. the aeaeon

with catches verying from thirty quintals to titty quintals per crew .

Salmon & Fresh Fish Operations

During the surruner of 1961! Fishery Products Limited operated a

nesting f ac t ory sh ip at Dumpling on the Labrador Ooest , This ship

lias equipped to process codfish and had large cold storage facill ties

for freezing and holding salmon . The trap fishery was so poor in the

area that a very limited production of codfish was bendked ,
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in lS6L., namely, aa Imcn production. Salmon landings were above

previous years a-x! wel.L over a qucc-t.er of a :TIill:!.on pounds were

frozen and shtpped fro:'! ri.:::he~~ Products, Lt d. oper-atdcna at

DUI%lling" 7he total scbnon produc-Lon fa::" Labrador anount.ed to

7SC,OOO lbs .

Guest.s

Our guest en the first h<:.lf of our Labrador p:·oera'T'..r:'If! was

Mr . Walter But ler, a fisheries officer of the Department of

Fisher ies of Cenadc , Mrft Butler is z-eepone.tbk e for the su pervis ion

of protection 'Work on Labrador salmon river s du r ing t he sunmar

months and al.so co llects st. at.Lctd cs on t he commercial fisherie.s

f or t oo urcn from Lenc c au Clair to Hc.milton Inlet. Two boats are

ope rated. i n Labr-ador- by the Ceneda Dcper tcrent, of Fdsber-Les each

suneier-, They are t he Eastern Explorer ' and the 'Gc.:.·ia B<..y: 'lhe

f ormer operet.es on the section of coast south of HaIlri. lton Inlet

while the letter operates on the Northern flection 33 far North as

Naill.
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Biologiclal Research and its contribution to our knowledge of
codfish populations and their movements on the Labrador and

Newfoundle.n d f1~hing grounds.

The Fisheries Research Board of Canad a, a goverrunent egercy

set up to conduct scientific research in all aspects of Canad ian

f isheries, has biologicial stations situated in various partso:t

the country. One of these 1s situated at St. John 's un:ie r the

direction of Dr . Wilfred Templenan, who has been active in f i shery

research fo r many years . Under his direction this branch of the

Fisheries Research Board. has been carrying out surveys of fishing

grounds bot h in Newfoundle.rrl and along the Labrador Canst f ar

several years . This he-a r e sulted in the discovery of new fishing

grounds and the making av ailable of more Inrormatdon on fish popu'La-, .

tiona end aovemerrt a,

As t he r esult of taggi ng ope rations c arr1ed on during the pas t

few years it is now fairly wel l established that codfish migrate

from deep sea areas to inshore areas . In fJ.Ct it is nOW' believed

that our EASt coast cod popu Let.fon stretches from the Hamilton Banks

off the Labrador roast south as far as the Avalon Peninsula . Fish
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t ogged on the Hamilton Banks have b een caught as f ar south as the

Funk Islmds ani fish tagged in the Funk area have be en caught in

Labrador , both on the Hamilton Banks and in Labr-ador- i ns hor e wat ers.

This certainly indicates that offshore draggers and i nshor e boet,e

er-e competing for the same fish populations . It does not , however ,

r ule out the possibilities thl'lt there may be some smal l permenent

dne bore popu lations . It does indicate that our main fish r e sourc es,

in the form of cod fish at any rate , are avai lable t o other coun t ries

wi th their highly developed catching met hods for l on g periods of t he

yecr , This c an t t he lp but effect the q.nntit y of fish avai lable to

inshore fishermen .

Mr . Arthur May, a biologist from the Research Board eppe er-ed on

this pr-ogr-emrre and outlined some of the information gained as the

result of these research nctivities . This may be summardeed as

fo l lo'\>Is :

( a) As offshore fishing pressures have increased , inshore production

per man has shown a decrease over the past ten years . The

act.uck amount, of fish t.cken has increased because of en increase
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in t he number- of fishermen but there i s a defini te trerrl

toward s a l ower c at ch per man in i n shor e waters .

(b) Off shore f or eig n dr-agge r-s have accees to our main codfish

r es ources for nine months of the year while inshore f i shermen

have access to t hem for approximatc!~y three months .

(e ) I n 1963 f orei gn fi shing craft took 210,000 tons of fi sh from

t he s outhern Labrador area , ch iefly f rom t he Hamilton Banks .

During the S~ per iod Newfrond land t 5 production amount ed t o a

mere 20 ,000 tons f rom t he Labrador cr-ea .,

Cd ) Fi sh begi n to move inshore in April or May dependi..r:g on ....at.er-

t.emper -at ur-e e , It i s be lieved that they r ise from deep water

and come inshore more or less on t he surface . This is when

fi shermen refer to them as being afloat . "!'let her or not they

come right in to trap berth erees depends on prevailing water

t .esper-etar- es , About the middle of August they b egin to move

offshore .::lIang t he bot tom, remaining i n depths of f ro m 150

to 200 f athoms during the winter morrtbs ,
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(e) Codfish spawn in offshore waters ani are four to six years

of age before they are l arge enough to be fished commercially.

(f ) Older and l ar ger fish are not i.nc'Hnect to migrate as readily

8S t he young fish .

( g ) If offshore fishing pressures are maintained or increased i t

is likely that inshore £1 shermen will find that they are getting

a much smal ler "run" of fish.

From this it can logically be conc luded that in order to get

our f oi r share of our codfish resources we are going t o have to

expand our opec-atdone in offshore areca end intensify our efforts

i n inshor e end near- inshore vet.cr-s , This is going to require larger

boats and an i nt ens i v e use of every type of gear which will t ake fish .

In the yee.r s to come greater us e of other species of fish to be found

i n inshore waters will perhaps compensat.c for a reduced supp.Iy of ccd ,

Turbot , flounder, squid and caplin will undoubtedly -tncrecse in

t rcpor -t.cnce as a source of income for inshore fishermen .
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