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On January jr-d, we produced a progranune outlining fishing

methods used in the Fogo LsLand area and discussed ecee of the

pr oblems faced by inshore fishermen in the area .

Ther e is now cons i derable interest being shown by fi shermen

on Fogo Island in obtaining l arger boats in the form of "Longliners "

erd "Trap Boat Longldner-e'" ,

La:Jt sea s on Mr . Bri an Ear le of Ear le Sons & Co. , Lt d . had

two l arge boa ts i n operation . One of t he t rap boat l ongliner

clas s md the othe r a l ongliner .. Both of these boats wer e equi pped

wi th mechanical aids and se rved to demonst rate t he use of these

moder n aids in the fishery . As fisherme n become more us eel to these

boats and the modern aids that go with them, there is every reas on

t o believe that the production of fish will increase in the area .

The Fogo Island area has some of the best fishing grounds in the
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Province but nuch of this is not being exp loited, parti cularily in

the Fall season , because fishermen do not have the boats and

equipnent necessary t o move offshore in search of the I'Leh ,

Fisherme n in the ar ea know t hi s and many of them are anx ious

to extend their fi shing se as on and move fUrther from l and to f i sh.

Three, f ishermen f r om Fogo Isl and participated i n thi s pr ogr amme

together with Mr . Fred Earle, who is t he eas t coast representative

of Heroori al University Extension Service ar:rl whose district includes

t he area f rom Lewisporte around the coast to Salvage in Bonavista Bay .

Pr oblems Out l ined by Fishermen

Mr. John Fr eake, a fisherman from Joe Batt ' s Arm, who r e t urned

t o t he fi shery in 1964 after working for approximately twenty years

at shore jobs , expressed the belief that ways must be found to

properly equ ip our younger fishennen . In 196L he skippered a

l ongliner belonging to Earle Sons & Co. and was delighted rlth
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both the boat end th e mechanical aids used . They spend most of

the tdme gillnetting but also used t rawls or longl1nes during the

season . Hr . Freake felt that with equipment such as provided in

these larger boats , fishing becomes a pleasure . ''Hardship and hard

work becomes" J he says , "a thing of the pastil and he advises the

younger fishennen to think i n t erms of modern fi shing methods .

Mr. Freake i ndi c at ed that one of the main problems in the area

i s getting sale f or species of fish other than cod . Fishermen in the

ar ea now have t o throwaway fairly l ar ge quantit i e s of f lounder and

other spec ies . I f the se could be sold. fishermen could probab ly

catch enough of them t o pay operating expenses . He also mentioned

the possi bili ty of get t ing some shore fa cilities provided on Little

Fogo Ls'Land, This, he says.,would put a number of fishermen close t o

good fishing grounds and could r e sult in i nc r ea sed pr-cductacn , These

f acili t i es need not be elaborate and the fish could be picked up end

taken directly to drying plants from the Island .
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Mr. Claude Eames , a fishermen f r OIl!. Fogo , outlined his fi shing

activities in 1964 and gave his impressions of what is needed for

fi3hermen to make a living today . In 1964 ice r-enef ned around the

coast until l a t e i n the season and interfered with the trap fishery.

Fisherren ope r et tng out of Seldom did not get their t r aps i n the

water un ti l most. of the f ish had moved out of their t.r ap ber th area.

As a result, the trap voyages were much smaller .!It Seldom than they

have been for many years . l1r . Barnes, operating f rom the other end

of the Is lnnd, moved his t raps t o the Island Harbou r ar-ea and

succeeded in getting a fair quanti t y of fi sh while most other fi sher men

waited f or the ice to clear f r om the r'egu Lnr t .r-ep ber t h ar ecs , Mr.

Barn e s says t hat he i s convi nced th at fisher men must have larger

boats and move with t he fis h if they are to make a sa tisfactor y

living f r om fishing . He has now purchased a trap boat l ongliner

which he i s going to use for gillnetting, l ongl ining and trapping.

He i s hoping that this boat will also assist him in making a few

ext.ra do llars from the se al fishery in the oarly spring . He expects
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to have two cr-eve fishing during the trap fishery - one crew will

use the trap be at longliner while the other one .1.11 use the old

traditional "Trap Skiff" .

Speaking of probLens in the er ea , Mr. Barnes said that many

fishermen in the area don ' t know how to eo about getting the larger

type beet and don 't have very much knowledge with regard to the

various forms of assistance available to help fishermen purchase such

boats . He suggested. that the Provincial Department of Fisheries send

people in the area to l-eIp fishermen in th is respect , as well as to

show them the use of the various mechamcal, atds now available for

fishing.

Y.r. John Sheppard, a fishermnn from Stag Harbour , also expressed

the belief thDt it is necessary for fishermen to be eb'le to go further

offshore to fish . This is why he has obtained a 37' trap boat equipped

with a Diesel motor .tlich he is now using for trapping . He 1s also

interested in obtaining sene of the mechanical aids that are now

available to make fishing a much easier .1ob. During the sumner' of
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196L Mr. Earle end your- moderator visited the var-Ious corrmunities

on Fogo Le'Land ani took some film showing the fishermen of the area

at work. This film was shown cn the programme , with coenerrts given

by Mr. Eer-Ie,

~ are hoping to again visit the erec during 1965 to report

on fishing activities, particulerily those carried on with the use

of larger fishing craft .

Mr. Earle is continuing to work in the area and is doing much

to keep fishermen Lnrormed of whnt is hnppentng in other sections

of the island and the var i ous forms of oesf stonce that are available

to them from government sour ces .
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