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On January 10 t he Han . C. M. Lane , Minister of Fisheries f or

Newfoundland, appeared on our programme and outli ned in consider-

able detail government, plans f or assisting fisheries deve kcpnent ,

As most fishermen will remember , the provincial government

appointed a fisheries commission i n 1962 that was cha r ged with the

responsibility of naldng r eccreaenda t dons on which a new fishery

developnent policy would be based. This coremasfcn finished i ts

work and presented its reports and recommendationa during 1963 .

The report reccemended the establishment of a Nat ional Fishery

PoUcy whi ch would make capt tal ei d assistance ava ilabl e to t he

fisheries and to fi shennen in something of the S nne manner a s

as sistance has been given to the agricultural industry down through

the years . The federal government has spent l a r ge sums of money

fo r research and development of the agricultural industry in Canada
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but comparatively litUe has been done to assis t the fishing 10-

dus try.

Earl y in 1964 the provincial government submitted the report

of tn e fishery coremaa t.on to the fede ra l government and on

December 24 , 1964 Pr emier J . R. Smallwood announc ed t hat t he f ederal

cabinet had app rove d the fisher i es programme a s s et out by Newf ound-

land i n Jaroary 1964.

I n making the announcement , the Premier termed the decision by

Ot tawa to i.rrIpleme nt the prograrrne as being lithe biggest Christmas

pres ent Newfoundland fishermen have eve r r e cei ved ." He also des -

cr -i.bed t he programme as a "new wave , a new bi rth" f or the Newf ound-

l and fisher i e s .

The prog r-aeme as outlined by the Premier consis t s of fou r teen

points and it was these points that we asked the Han. C.M. Lane to

commen t on during- our interview !rl th hiln on January 10 .

(1) The fi rs t point ouUines the steps to be taken to assist and

encoura ge peop le living in isolated areas to move to larger
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comnuni ties . This is r e ferred to as a Cent ralization Prcgramne ,

Under Utis programme the provincial and federal gove r-nment.s wiJ'

pay 25% and 75% respectively of the cost of the ass istAnce app roved

fo r t hi s purpose . I t is expect ed t ha t t he cos t will ap proximate

$2, 000 f or eve ry f amil y moved under the plan .

Hr . Lane pointed out t ha t there are many small communities i n

the province where it is not economically possible to provide

peop le with a tolerable l evel of services . Peop le livi ng in s uch

communities , Hr . Lane said, must be encouraged to move I OJ l a r ger

and more centralized cormumties where it is possible to take ad-

va ntage of modern conveniences and ameni t ies , and where i ndus t ry

ha s been or will be established. As our off s hore fishery i s ex-

pand e d by use of l arge and Modern draggers and t rawlers a fairly

l arge nwnber of s hor e jobs will b. created in the towns and

communities where fresh fish plants are situated . People moving

to t hes e commumties will have an opporttmity to work either as

crew members of t rawlers or as plant workers .
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Hr . Lane eephasfeed the fact that the plan is entirely

voluntary . There will be no compulsory measures taken to get

peo ple to move. He f eels, however , that the younger people wil l

want to move an d peop le of the older gener a t i on will have little

al ternative but t o move wi th t hem.

lfhe gover-nment , wi ll , in as far as is pos s ible , assis t 1n

providing employment opoo rtunities in communities where people

are encouraged and a ssis ted to nove .

It is expected that this plan will result in the movement of

from 17 , 0Cl0 to 20,000 people in the next few years and will cost

in the vicinity of $12 ,()(X),OOO.

(2) Under point #2 t he feder al government under takes t o "s tep up

noticea bly" its fisheries research and expe r imentation in Newfound-

land. Studies wU l be conducted to find out whethe r or not oyster

cul ture might be practiced in cer tai n areas of the province . Studies

will also be ca rried out on Arctic Char , the introduction of Pacific

sa lmon in the province and t rout culture . In addition , efforts will
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be made to increase our Atlantic saltn.on stocks to provide an ever

increasing return from this valuable fishery .

() Point 1f3 provides for an expansion in federal -orovincial cost

sh ar ing pr -ogr-ammes to encourage boat building and the use of modern

fishing gea r .

Mr . Lane provided t he infonnation that two new types of fishing

c raft would be built at the Marystown shipyard in 1965 , and would be

used for experilllental fishing when completed . These boats will be

eq uipped with modern fishing aids and if they prove successful J

construction Plans will be availabl e t o fishermen during the next year.

(4 ) Point #L. provides for boats costing up to ,1,15 ,000.00 to be

cove red under the Ff sbe rmens Indemnity Plan . Previously , boa ts cos t -

tog over n2 ,500. were not cove red unde r this plan and consequent ly

their owners had to purchase regular marine insurance , t he premium f or

vbt.ch went as r.1Jh as $800 .00 for the twelve month oer-tod , Under the

Ffshermen te Indemnity plan boats ar e insured for 1% of cost . A boa t

costing up to srs .ooo.oo can now be insured for $150 .00 per annum
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which saves the f'Lsherman se vera.l hundred dollars a year in i nsu::,,-

ance fees .

In addi ticn to th i s cha r-ge, th e federa l subo coy has new be en

subsidy only applied to boa ts hSI and up , TIle su bsidy i s n.JW

calculated on th e basis of 25% of t!~ . ro ved costs r or- boa t s mea sur-Ing

from 35' to LLI an.I 3o.t: of cod for boa t s !lSI a nd up Thi s approved

cost includes th e cost of <ill r-echent.caf an d c'rec t .ront c ai-d.3 ir.5 ~311ec.

in the boats ~

(5 ) Point #5 provides fo r federal tnsurence pl a n to cover fis!"_':.

gea r , f i xe d gear and shore i ns tal l a t i ons . The pr-emium f or such in

eur ance will be 1% of cos t . In other words a fisherman will be able

to insure property valued at t,lO .OOO f or a pre mi um of cnoo.oo annuaHv ,

It should be noted , however: t ha t ~/Iis Lnsur-enc e is not ex te nded , ae

yet, to gear ac t.ua'Ll.y set in water . So fa r i t cover-s boats, stages

and fishing gear out of water onl.y ,

(6 & 7) Points 6 &: 1 provide for a number of tech m ce'; specialis cs t o
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work on new fish-catching and processing methods . A permanent.

l i ai s on officer will be stationed in the province t o work with

pr ovinciol an d f eder al officers eneaged in this t ype of wor k.

Offi cers of the f e deral Department of Fisheries will be working

closely wi th t he pers onnel of t he College of Fishe ries in this

field.

(8) Poi nt #8 provides for the federal government, to make available

to the provincial government. money which will be used to make loans

to fis hermen for the purchase of bcate , engines and gear as well as

to fish -plant operators f or the expansion of processing facilities

and the purchas e of moder n fi shi ng ves sels .

Mr. Lane pointed out th at the Province , fi r s t of all , must mak e

an inventory or listing of the needs in respect of such pur-poeee be -

fo re this money becomes available .

(9) Point 119 The gove rnaent.s inter.d to commence construction of a

munber of salt fish ccemurd ty processing plants and collection ce nters

for f resh f i sh . No decision on th e actual number of th ese facilities
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to be bullt will be made until the report of the fe~eral Royal

Commission on r-a'It fish marketing is received,

(10) Point #10 provides for a ....orking party to be established to

study bat t problems . An additional 20 bait distribution center-s

will be buHt in 1965 either in conjunction with the rr-ssh or salt

fish industry.

(11) Point #ll provides for the construction of a dockyard capable

of handling ships up to 1000 tons . This will likely be built at

Marystown and w11l cost in the vicinity of 2 million dol lars.

(12) Point #12 The Atlantic DeveLopment. Board has agreed to join in

a prog r-amme which wil l provide central water systems to certain fish

pro ce ssing communities . Municipalities wis hing to do so will be able

to acquire additional s upplies of water from t he se systems .

(13 & II!) Points 1) !r. 14 provide for studies to be made along the

Labrador Coast to ascertain what marine works may be needed for t.he

developnent of the fisheries in Lebrador-, This study will be carried

out i n 1965. In addition, the f e deral Depar-tment. of Public Works
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and the provincial Department of Fisheries will co-operate in

making a study of what is needed around the coast by way of improved

marine works and racil i ties a

Hr-, Lane ended the discussion by pointing out that he is

optimistic and enthusiastic about t he future of the fisheries and

can see where many hundreds of Newfoundlanders will be "'bl e to make

a comfortable living I'rom fishing. He emphasized the fact that we

must moderrnee our catching techniques and use the knowledge avail -

able from science and research if we are going to make the fullest

possible use of our fishery resources.
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