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Longl ining fer Por be agle Shark & SYordfish

As many of our Newfourrl land fishermen know, par t i cularily thos e

living on the Sout hwes t coast, swor dfishing has be en carri ed on

from Nova Scotian and Southwes t coast ports f or many ye ars . The

t r aditional method used to take these fish was by harpooning them .

Consequently the ove rall production of swordfish remained compar atively

law, and. the pr ice extremely high. S'h'Ord.fish is , of course, noted fo r

its de l ectable taste and fo r its food value . Many people prefer it

t o t he Atlantic s almon . The fishermen ' 5 descr iption of the f lesh of

the swordfish i s that i t i n some ways r ese mble s both ha libut and

salmon,

In the 185t four years there ha s been a compl e t e change of the

methods used to take these fish . Duriq; the l as t few years Norwegian

and Gernan fishing vessels have been makir.g trips to the Grand Banks

in large vessels equipped with longlining gear which they use to take
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both shark and svordfi sh . Their ope rations were so successful that

Nova. Scotian fishermen and fishing fiI":'ts adopted this lcnglining

method fo r swordfishing . Within the last three years some twenty-

five ve s sel s 1.'1 the hundred. feet class have been adapted. to or built

for this fishery in N....va Scotia.

Markets & Pr i ce s for Swordfish

The mar-ket. for swordfish has traditionally been a high-class one ,

ar.d with the Lfmi.t ed pr-ductdon by the harpoon method , prices were

maintained at ei extremely high level. It was quite co:rnmon for

fishermen to recei ve as high as sixty erd seventy cents pe r pound .

Tl"lday , however , with production incrensing steDd ily, prices rang ing

from twen ty-five t.o fo rty cents per pound are more frequently r eceived .

Nevertheless, at these prices the fishermen engaged in this fishery

are ma.king substantial incomes and the province of Nova Scotia continues

to expand its f leet to prosecute this fishery . Host of the production

is sold. in a fresh state in the United States , and it is expected that
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with prices at 2. level more suitable to a larger percentage of

consumer-a, the demand is likely to continue to increase in the

future .

Participation by Newfourd12nd in Swordfishing Operations

In addition to using the lc,nglining rrethoi of catching

swcrdfish the Norwegian and German fishermen have been engaged for

several years in longlining operations for a species of edible

shark known El3 the Porbeagle Shark. Having" by and large , exhausted

this pcr-tacu'Ier fishery resource in their own waters they have been,

in recent years , taking l ar ger number-s of these fish i n the Grand

Benke , St . Pierre Banks and Georges B3l1k areas. This , together with

swordfish, has gtven them pretty lucrD.tive fishing .

In 1960 t he Newfoundland Fisheries Developnent Authority

purchased a moder-n European longliner for the purpose of doing

experimental work in deep sea longlining opcr-et.Iona chiefly for cod ,
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I t was felt thot perhaps deep sen tr~;W'ling operations as carried out

at one time by ou r b enkfng fleet night be nodernized end revived by

us ing thi s type of craf t. Thi s pcr-tdcukcr plan did not succeed so

the bo at was as s i gned t o do expe rimental wor k on Pcrbeap;le shar k

and avordff sh ope rat ions .

Thi s boa t , named t he "Bemer-", is a l ar ge one in the two hundr ed

Von clas s and i s equipped with all the l ates t navigc.tional and

mechamc al. adds as well as a cold st.orcge for bait .

Guests on Programme

On our J anuar-y 17t h pr-ogr-amme we had as our guests , Captain

Clyde Hol le t t end Mr . R. Schof de 'ld, the c aptain end eng ineer of the

«Betner" ; cept.etn Hol l ett hcs been in charge of this beat. for the

l ast t hree years and during that tiIne has been longlining chiefly

for sword fish but has al so done some Pc rbeeg'le shark fishing . "'hile

it has been proved that Por beagle shar-k can be t.eken in substantial

numbers, no permanent marketing er-r angenent.s have been established fo r
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shar-ks landed i n Cenadf.an por-t a , Sharks caught; on two fishing t r i ps

wer e Landed at North Eas tern Fish Industries , Ltru.t.ed , at Harbour

Grace . Thes e f i sh wer e marketed in Euro pe bu t it would appe ar that

no satisfnctor y cr-rcngenent. s have been mode to mar ket shark on a

sust.amed b asis .

The "Bedner-" is pr es ently sword -fishing out of Nova Scotian ports

and doing quite wel l. Captain Hollett and his crew are working u nder

the ecme er-r eigement.e as the Nova Sect.Len coemerct.al, sword fishing

f l eet . Forty pe r cent of the value of the cctch goes to t he governnent. ,

as owner of the bcet., and sixty per cent to t he captain and crew .

Cap t ai n Hollett is quit e happy with this er-rcngemer rt find report s

t n ct he and. his crew are suc ceeding in making a comfor-t.ab 'lc living .

Last year his crew netted opproxtmateI y t;4 ,600 . each and he expects

that they will do as well or better this coming seescn , The engineer

i s a young man who spent two years at Dalhousie University aD:! he

SClyS he is rMking more money swordfishing than he could any other way ..
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Their trips usually last cbout fifteen days end they sometimes l and

as high as 40,000 Ibe , of fish for the trip . When this is sold at

thirty or forty cents per pound it is easy to see that this fishery

can be quit e a lucrative one .

Methods and Gear Used

This trawling or longlining operation requires large amounts of

gear . The "Befner-" crew uses up to two hundred , fifty fathoms ground

lines which when set adds up to approximately 12 miles of trawl . The

ground line used is 281b . nylon end gengings or sids are made of 16Th .

nylon . Hooks are slightly larger t.hcn those used for halibut fishing .

The gengings are r ast.ened to the ground line 2 fathoms epor-t , When

the boat is fishing it is a twenty-four hour a day oper-at.t.on with the

cr-ew working in shifts . The t.r-ec'ls , of cour ee , are afloat being

usually only three to five f'ethoms under vat.er , Swordfish and shark

are usually found quite close to the sur-face particularily when feeding .

Mooring buoys consist of large multi -coloured plastic floats on poles
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ten to twe lve feet long . These buoys er-e equ dpped with r edar

reflectors which enables then to be found in tlr'.y type of weather .

The lines are hauled by a powerful mecherdc ek gur1y sdt.uat.ed on

the st .crbo ard side of t he boat oppos ite the f orevard hatch . The

hau 'ldng operation is carr i ed out in shifts of th ree men, each shift

hzruLl.ng about thir ty l ine s of gear .

Areas In Which Most Swordfishing I s At Present Carried Out

During the winter nonths swordfish moe found quite close to the

gulf s tr-eera, as far south as Cape Hatteras . As the season progresses

they move north along the New Engl:>nd. and Nova Scotian coast end int o

the Southern Grand Banks area . ThEb'cre nkso t.eken off the South coas t

of NewfoundlAnd particularl1y in the Rose Bl.anche and Por-t -eu-Besquee

arC3S . There hnent t., however , been ~ great deal of r-esear-ch work

car r -ted on, up to the present tine, on the extent of the swordfish

resour-ce or their migration patterns . Scientists from the St . Andrews
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biologic al stat i or. are engaged i n res earc h work on this species and

often make use of the Bedne r-t s f<lcilit i e s to do this . Captain

Hollet t i s per so nally of the opinion that l ar ge number-s of swordfish

will be found much fu rther afield. tnm the areas in which they are

pr e sently be ing caught .

Captain Hollett is quit e enthus:iBstl..c about this type of fishing and

~ nys that it is a wonderful wrry t o make a living. He has been engaged.

in fishing all hi s life from cod trapping to banking but feels t.het.

this type of fi shing has all others be aten by a wid e margin .

The crew of the "Bedner" come from vcrdous parts of Newfoundland

and Captain Hol let t reports th~t they er e happ y and contented with

this means of earnin g a living . The "Bedner operates all year around

except for an annual r efit which takes approximately three weeks ,

If you \'1i.sh to comment, on our pr-ogr-ammes or newsletters our addr-ess is ~

"Decks Awaah",
Nemor-Lak Uni versity Extension Service ,
St . John 's, Newfoundland .
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