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FOGO ISLAND CO-OPERATIVES

BUILD FOUR LONGLIN ERS

Fogo Island has recently placed itself very
boldly on the map of Newfoundland. In the
spring of 1967, Memorial University and the
National Film Board of Canada filmed the
people of the Island, and by their permission
these films, 27 reels, have been shown as far
away as California.

Five years ago, the Fogo Island Improve­
ment Committee was established. While similar
committees in other communities in Newfound­
land have demanded better roads, better elec­
tric power services, street lights and T. V.
antennae. the Fogo Island Committee has di­
rected its energies toward the establishment
of a strong consumer and producer co-operative.
While it is understandable that Government
will hesitate to bring the above mentioned
services to communtities that are barely exist­
ing and that will probably soon die out and
re-settle, it is also understandable that they
will have to take notice of a community that
has demonstrated its ability to stand on its

own two feet, regardless of what happens at
St. John's or Ottawa. Fogo Island has some
of the worst roads I have seen in Newfound­
land, but the communities are standing on
their own feet. This has been possible by the
determined efforts of some of the people on
Fogo Island to shape their own future through
co-operative action.

Mr. Stan Kinden is now President of the
Improvement Committee, and during the last
few years, he has worked and travelled exten·
sively at his own expense to consolidate the
people of Fogo Island into one strong society..' .• I-

~
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The following article is an account of
what has happened at Fogo Island in the last
two years. It is written by Mr. Fred Earle, Ex­
tension Representative for the North East
Coast.

Sixteen months ago, a resident of Fogo
Island said at a meeting held there, "We are
finished, our merchant is going, there is no­
where to get fishery supplies or to sell our
fish. We might as well go too." Seven months
ago, a Government official remarked, "What
are we going to do with the people on Fogo
Island? It is another Bell Island," A Banavista
Bay man just recently said to me, "Fogo
Island is certainly coming up." These remarks
illustrate the change that has taken place on
Fogo Island over a very short period of time.

At that meeting sixteen months ago, I
suggested to these people, "You are challenged
with the opportunity to conduct your own
business. you have the intelligence and
the £uts to do it." Probably the big step for~

ward started with the 1967 Fisheries Confer­
ence which was sponsored by the Extension
Service of Memorial University, at the request

of Fogo Island fishermen through their 1m·
provement Committee. A series of meetings
in various island towns followed. Finally, in
December of last year, a general meeting of
all the communities on the Island was held,
chaired by Mr. David Garland, Managing D i·
rector of the Newfoundland Co-operative
Services. The Fogo Island Co-operative was
founded at this meeting. The proceedings
were filmed by the National Film Board under
the direction of Colin Low.

\lr. Ja(·k h~akl·.onc

01' the okle\t builuCh
on the proJcl:!

The Department of Social and Community
Development helped to get the Fogo Island
Co-op started on a boat building project. ARDA
funds wel(: made available and Dr. Sametz ap­
pointed Mr. Shirley to the area to lend what­
eve! assistance was needed. The interest and
energy of Mr, Fred Evans was also a help in
getting the ship building yard, located at Shoal
Bay, started.

LOI1~-liller lll'arm~ \'ompkllul1



sity were on hand at the christening ceremony,
held on November 2, to congratulate the Co­
operative. As soon as the permits, required for
the bounty and subsidy allowances, are made
available, construction will start on four more
longl iners.

The Co-operative is under the management
of Mr. Dan Roberts. As well as the boat building
project, salt, oil and fishing gear was made avail­
able to the members through the Co-op. This
year the Co'OP will market 7,000 drafts of
heavy salted codfish and 4,000 quintals of
light salted, sun dried codfish. Arrangements
have been made to use the drying facilities in
the Government owned plant at Seldom-Come­
By. For the last ten years, the plant has been
locked each winter. This year, 1,500 drafts of
heavy salted fish will be cured there. This will
provide employment until February. No longer
is it necessary that all fish be moved oil the
ice blocked Newfoundland Coast before winter
sets in.
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Lo~rs uady for launching

Organized teams of fishermen went into
the woods to find suitable timbers. A value
was placed on these timbers and charged to
the fishermen who would own the boats.
During the winter of 1968, the boat building
shed was built, 135 feet long and 55 feet wide.
A wing of the building contains rest rooms,
bunk house, lunch rooms and various power
tools. Twenty carpenters worked under the
direction of Mr. Jim Decker, Master Builder,

The lion. Eric·Jones. Mmister

of Highways, congratulating

the Co-op al the launching.

Photo by P. Smnh.
Touri,' Development Office

and on November 5, the four longliners were
launched. The owners are Bramwell Sheppard
from Stag Harbour, Maurice Ford from Fogo,
Gilbert Dwyer from Tilting. and Edgar and
Wilson Coffin from Joe Batt's Arm. Represent­
atives from Government and Memorial Univer·

Launching: November 5, 1968 Photo by P. Smllh.
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Regional Development

Association formed on
the Northwest Coast

As a result of a conference held by the
Memorial University Extension Service at
Brig Bay on April 18-20, 1967, at the request
of the fishermen and co-operatives in the

Northern Region, an organization was formed,
called the Northern Regional Development
Association. Over 200 people from 35 settle­
ments attended the conference. It was pro­
posed that the Northern Region be divided
into zones, and members be elected to the
Association from the various lones. Extension
Representative, George Billard, held organiz­
ational zone meetings at St. Anthony, Lab­
rador, F lower's Cove, Port Saunders and Cow
Head, and conducted the elections of district
representatives to the Association.

The first official meeting of the Northern
Regional Development Association (NRDA)

was held on June 10, 1967 at Plum Point, and
an executive and directors were elected. The
organizational structure was drawn up and
the aims and objectives of the Association
were outlined. The idea was to unite the
settlements of the region into one strong
group to try to overcome some of the social
and economic needs of the communities.

Over 55 community meetings were held
last year on behalf of the Association. Films

were shown, problems were discussed, and
recommendations made to government de­
partments and agencies. The Association is a
non-profit, self supporting group and has
received no government funds for promotion
and development. The executive members
do not receive any funds for travel and hours
of work. This is a self-help volunteer assoc­
iation - its operation depends entirely upon
the voluntary purchase of supporting member­
ship cards at the cost of $1.50 per year.

The following is a list of projects under­
taken by the Association:

(1) Because of a lack of fueling facilities

for long liners, the fishermen at Port au Choix
requested that NRDA approach Imperial Oil

Limited to have gas and diesel pumps installed
at the wharf at Port au Choix. Imperial Oil now

has an agent serving the fishermen here.

(2) At the request of the Association at

a meeting with officials of the Bank of Montreal,
a branch was established in Port au Choix.

(3) A legal complaint was filed against
a British trawler resulting in compensation
paid to the fishermen who had lost their fishing
gear because of her.

(4) The Federal Department of Fisheries
was pressed to patrol the Northern Region. A
patrol boat is now stationed here.

(5) Government has been pressed to im­
pose a 12 mile limit on trawlers.

(6) Requests were made for electric
power. Brig Bay, P?rt au Choix, Daniel's
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Harbour and Cook's Harbour now have
electric power, and other areas have been
recommended.

(7) The Association demanded that
government compensate fishermen for the
loss of their gear due to the dragger operations
in that area. As a result, all nets and gear lost
since January 1, 1968, have been replaced.

(8) At the request of NRDA, deep wells
have been drilled at River of Ponds.

(9) On behalf of the Labrador people,
a request was made for a snow blower, for
the installation of guard rails on the school
bus route, and for the completion of the Red
8ay road. All these requests have been met,
plus an extension of the ferry service.

(10) NRDA assisted fishermen in organ·
izing a strike in demand for higher prices from
the fish plants. A reasonable settlement was
reached which was favourable to the fishermen.

(11) C.B.C. are being pressed to make
radio and T.V. service available to the Northern
Peninsula end Southern Labrador.

(12) At the request of the Association,
the Federal Government is making plans to
construct a haul-up for longliners somewhere
on the Northern Peninsula.

(13) The Association has organized a
woods operation for the area from Parson's
Pond to Eddie's Cove West. It is directly reo
sponsible for the whole operation and the
payment of the men.

(14) By means-of various news media,
the public have been informed of various

needs and services that are lacking in the
Northern Region.

This Association seems to be an example
of the kind of organization and energy that is
sadly lacking in many parts of Newfoundland.
If the Association continues its present course,
it should become a strong voice indeed for the
people in the Northern Region.

CAPS complete
second season

In 1967, Miss Maureen Woodrow, a stu·
dent at Memorial University, initiated a pro­
ject that came to be known as the Centennial
Action Programme for Students, or CAPS.
This is an organization of students interested
in volunteer community development work.

Miss Suzanne Wells took over the project,
and it is largely her energy and enthusiasm
that is responsible for its success. Mr. Don
Snowden, Director of Extension Service,
pledged the financial support of his depart·
ment.

Requests for volunteer student workers

were readily forthcoming from communities
like Daniel's Harbour, Placentia, Cow Head,
Brig Bay, Bird Cove, Flower's Cove and the
Port au Port Peninsula Co-operative Society.

In May, 1967, three work projects were
undertaken. Seven girls went to the Great
Northern Peninsula, to Brig Bay, Plum Point,
Blue Cove and B:rd Cove. Extension Repre­
sentative George Billard arranged accommod­
ation and organized various activities. These
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included painting, scrubbing and washing,
garbage burning, and also conducting art and
craft classes. During the same month, three
volunteers worked in the Placentia Cottage
Hospital, tutoring hospitalized children and
amusing them with art, crafts, and reading.
Four students went to the St. Barbe Coast
in August, and conducted programmes in
community development and art. A teen
club was organized at Rocky Harbour, sports
days and recreational activities were con­
ducted at Hawkes Bay and Parsons Pond, and
a general clean-up organized at Port au Choix.
One student went on to Norris Point where
she worked one week in the hospital.

SpOrl\ t1;1y II Panon's Pond

In preparation for the 1968 summer, Mr.
Michael Cook and Mr. Don Wright, specialists
in drama and art for the Extension Service,
briefed students on how to conduct drama

workshops and art classes. Mr. George Billard
again explained how students could be most
useful and effective in the communities on
the Northwest Coast, and arranged accommod­
ation.

This summer, two girls spent one month
working at the Norris Point Hospital. Five CAPS
volunteers went to Rocky Harbour, three to
Cow Head, and three to Parson's Pond where
they conducted art and craft classes, recrear
tional activities, nursery schools, and helped
in general clean-ups. They also gave talks on
student life at Memorial University to high
school students. Four volunteers conducted
a similar programme at West Ste. Modeste
and L'Anse au Clair in Labrador.

In August, two girls spent two weeks
working in Twillingate Cottage Hospital, and
four others worked in Cow Head and Daniel's
Harbour.

Last year, CAPS became an organized
society of students at Memorial University,
with an executive and a constitution. The name
was changed from Centennial Action Programme
for Students to Community Action Programme,
the shortened form remaining the same. Enthu­
siasm among the students is quite high, so an
expanded programme will probably be con­
ducted in the summer of 1969.
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The future of the fishery:
an optornistic view point

There is a cheerful twitter regarding t~e

future of the Maritime fishery from the people
at the A tlantic Provinces Economic Council.
The Council reports that the demand for fish
depends on how many people like fish and on
how many of these can afford to buy fish.

However. If people have too much money,
says the report, they will not buy fish even if
they like fish because their tastes then become
sophisticated and they may buy only expen­
sive beef cuts. The Council also reports that
as the population increases, more people need
more food, and, supposedly, also more fish.

Seventy per cent of Canada's fish are
sold to the United States. In 1966 Canada's
total sales for fresh and frozen groundfish
products was 335 million pounds. The Council
reports that the average Canadian eats 13
pounds of fish each year, and the average
American, 11 pounds. Of this, 5.5 pounds for
the average Canadian and 2.3 pounds for the
average American are ground fish.

By 1975, however, Canada's population
will have increased by 20 per cent. This, by
simple arithmetic, means an increase in con
sumption from 110 million to 132 million
pounds. Over the same period, the U.S. pop·

ulation 'Nill rise 16-17 per cent. This means
that the amount of fish eaten will increase
from 458 million in 1966 to 536 million in
1975. In 1966, the U.S. imported 344 million
pounds of fish, and 63 percent of this was
supplied by Canada. Therefore, if Canada
maintains this proportion, the market will
increase by 50 million pounds by 1975.

These prophetic figures are minimum,
the Cuuncil says. One must also consider the
rising cost of beef and pork due to increased
costs of feed grains. This means that instead
of beef and pork, people will eat more chickens
and fish. Furthermore, most of the fish ex·
ported to the U.S. are eaten in the coastal
states. With improved transportation and pro·
cessing methods, maybe mote will be eaten
in the interior states. The same applies to Can·
ada. Therefore, the market could be increased
in Canada by 90 million pounds, and in the
U.S. by 210 million. If Canada can maintain
its present portion of the market (that is, 63
per cent of 210), the total increase for Canada
will be 220 million pounds.

The Council prophesys that Canada will

maintain her present share of the North Amer·
ican market. The New England fishery has de·
c1ined. Its labour force is dying out, it uses
obsolete vessels, and American companies
tend to move northward. Therefore, the U.S.
fishery is not likely to cope with an increased
demand. Also, duties have been reduced on
fish exports to the U.S. Therefore, exports
should increase by 4-5 per cent, or 30-40 mil
lion pounds. it is possible that Canada may
absorb all future gro\o\1h in North American
markets. This means a total absolute gain of
475 million pounds above 1966.
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The future of the fishery:
a le.s apthnistic viewpoint

The following article is condensed from
a speech by Mr. Pat Antle, Secretary of the
Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen:

The Newfoundland fishing industry,
especially the fresh and frozen sector, is facing
an economic crisis of such severity, that some­
thing in the nature of a miracle is necessary to
off-set disaster or prevent complete collapse.
The conditions which led to the present crisis
are not strictly of our making. The problems
are not regional, or even national, but are inter­
woven with world-wide problems affecting all
fish exporting countries. The British, Norwegian
and other European fisheries are kept alive only
by government subsidies.

However, European exporters have suc­
ceeded in capturing a larger share of the U.S.
market during the past year. In this respect,
their gain has been our loss. Canada's share of
the U.S. market dropped from 47.5% in 1967
to 28% so far in 1968. For the first half of
1968 Norway shipped 11 million pounds of
cod block to the United States compared to
one million for the same period in 1967. Ice­
land shipped 10 million pounds in 1968 com·

pared to 4 million in 1967. So far, Canadian
Shipments of frozen fish to the U.S. in 1968
is 24,143,000 pounds compared to 83,602,000
pounds from other countries.

One encouraging aspect of the situation
is that there has been a 13% increase in U.S.
consumption during the past year. One dis­
turbing feature however, is that while there
has been a sharp decline in prices, especially
for cod blocks to the processor and conseq­
uently to the fisherman during the past two
years, consumer prices have increased approx­
imately 15% during the same period. It is there­
fore obvious that 'middlemen' somewhere
along the line have profited substantially at
the expense of fishermen, processors and con­
sumers. Conditions leading to this unpleasant
situation were brought about partially, at
least, by pressure and in some instances panic
selling - with resultant price slashing - to the
detriment of the industry as a whole, but par­
ticularly to the fisherman.

The Provincial Government alone has
invested millions of dollars in the fresh and
frozen branch of the industry. The Federal
Government has spent many millions in the
construction of wharves, breakwaters, com­
munity stages, harbour improvements, bait
depots and bait holding units. Other organiz­
ations have also contributed financially or in
other forms. The dollar value of all forms of
assistance is staggering. The results, however,
are discouraging and frustrating.

Earlier this year the plant operators,
because of declining prices for frozen blocks
on the American market, were compelled to
reduce prices to fishermen to the point where
they, the fishermen, could not expect to meet
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operating expenses. Hundreds of fishermen tied
up their boats and thousands of others would
have followed had not a major crisis been
a~rted or postponed when the Federal Govern­
ment provided direct financial assistance amount
ing to approximately 6 million dollars. This
made it possible for fishermen to remain in the
boats although prices were still far from satis­
factory, it also granted a stay of execution to
many plants which were in danger of being
closed. It is almost certain that the same situ­
ation will prevail next year. The crisis that was
merely postponed this year looms just as big
and ugly on the horizon for 1969. Can govern­
ments be expected to continue indefinitely to
pour millions of public funds into an appar­
ently bottomless pit?Should we discontinue
financial assistance to the fresh fish plant op­
erators and let them swim or sink? That many
of them would sink is a foregone conclusion.
If the plants were forced out of operation,
anywhere from sixty to seventy thousand New­
foundland fishermen, plant workers and their
dependents would be forced to apply for relief.
In this case, the Government or Governments
would have no choice but to pour many more
millions into another bottomless pit - the
welfare pit. This therefore is the unpleasant
choice the Governments will have to make ­
which bottomless pit they prefer.

The present system has failed the fisher­
men, it has failed the Governments, and it has
failed itself. We must find ways and means to

treat the cause rather than the effect. We have
waited for the crisis to develop and then solved
it in much the same manner as we would treat
a toothache by taking an aspirin. We have upset

the balance between supply and demand, and
unless we can find ways to correct the in­
balance, unless we can reduce the supply of
frozen fish blocks to the normal requirements
of demand, the fishermen and the processor
will suffer. Greater attempts must be made to
increase market returns - this involves the up­
grading of quality and form of fish shipped,
that is, a higher proportion of higher priced
fillet.

The present dog-eat·dog system should
be scrapped and replaced by an entirely new
one. All fresh fish plants in Newfoundland
should be amalgamated and operated by a
Crown Corporation. Such an organization
would require, in its early stages, large scale
financial assistance from Governments; this

would bring much greater long term benefit
than the present forms of assistance. The Cor­
poration (call it nationalization if you wish)
would control and supervise production and
marketing. It would prevent pressure, or panic
selling, and cut throat competition among
local operators with resulting price slashes.

Hundreds of our younger men are leav­
ing to enrich the fishing industries and other
industries in other Provinces. We are losing
our greatest of all resources - our human reo
sources - simply because we have failed to
make it possible for them to eam a decent
standard of living from the exploitation and
utilization of our natural resources. The job
that lies ahead will require men of wisdom
who possess a strong sense of responsibility
and who are big pnough to sacrifice selfish
interest to the greater good.
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Construction materials

for fishing vessels

During the first week of October, 300
delegates from the Canadian fishing and ship­
building industries and other interested agencies
attended a Conference on Fishing Vessel Con­
struction Materials in MontreaL The use of
materials other than wood and steel in build-
ing fishing craft is a relatively new development.
Thirty-three papers dealing with various aspects
of vessel building materials were presented by
specialists from Canada, the United States,
Japan, South Africa and leading European
fishing countries.

Spokesmen for the various manufact­
uring companies took the opportunity to pro­
mote their own product. The representative
from Plywood Manufacturers of British Col·
umbia recommended the use of sheet plywood,
the director of the Laminated Timber Institute
of Canada recommended the use of glued­
laminated timber, the representative of Alum­
inum Company of Canada described the merits

10

The hull, Ihe decks. the bulkheads, noon and engine
bearers. fish tanks and bulwarks of thiS 46 ft. tr:l""ler arc
built In one piece of ferro-cement materiaL

of aluminum construction, the repre~ntatives

from Fibreglass Canada Limited advocated the
use of fibreglass construction, and so forth.

Among the more intriguing types of con·
struction materials discussed was plastic. The
Lunenburg Company has built a plastic fishing
boat for experiment by the Nova Scotia Gov­
ernment. An example of the durability and
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Sial Jed:. mould lor 77 It. plio! !loa! I'lllill for Illl'
'\cllwrIJ'l(h NJvy. \loJd 1" I {lVl',"'d \\llh I'\'( ,hl'l'h

1/

low upkeep costs for a plastic boat is the 38
foot Cape Islander. After six years of hard
service, repairs to her hull totalled only $25,
whereas aher five years, Nova Scotia fishermen
usually replace a wooden hull on a 38 foot
boat. Several years ago, 37 foot plastic boats
were built for the Department of Mines and
Technical Surveys for use in Canada's north.
They stood up to difficult conditions on shore
lines and rugged ice conditions without any
visible signs of hull deterioration.

Another type of mrterial that was dis­
cussed with considerable interest was "ferro­
cement," which consists of layers of wire mesh
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I'l"rro<cmcni nln\hh at a number 01' laY~'r\ of '" IfC
rn6h hIll-I! '" Ilh a m:h mortar mad..: of Portland Cement and
1m... '\301.1. In arllt'f 10 3\Old hanntt 10 U\e tarm • the u~ual

pradKc IS to la~'e Ihc rnc\h "lIh It"mfotcilljl Sleel bar<> .... hldl
hame the ~hap... of the "('\<;('1. Usuall)'. cighllaycr, of!O
gauge, If; Inch he\a~onal mc\h IS usrd, four on each -.dc of
the reinforcing bars, "tlleh afe usually ~ Inch mild or hard­
ura"," steel. After the lIIe~h has been thoroughly impregnaled
wIlh mortar. thc surfaces left e'(posed can be given a smooth
11ni~h by tro .... elling. The final thickness of lhe material varie\
from'~ to I' ~ mche\.
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filled with a mortar made of fine sand and Port­
land cement. The material is su itable for med­
ium to large size fishing vessels. British built
vessels of this construction have passed the
most exac\ing tests required by English Insur­
ance companies. However, the material itself

and the construction still requires considerable
improvement.

Thl\ craft i\ bUilt by using a unlquc l;orcmold \)'\!t...m.
mdl\'idual core plank'> .... rapped \001lh ro"ing~. The Jig con\1 l\

of 2 '( 4 Irame\ at 4 ft. l'cntres to .... hlrh thm pipe nbband\
at 12 in..:h cenllT\ are attach...d. A \eTle\ of ,mall \Cellon \OoooJ
traverS<"\ arc Ih...n allJched 10 the r1bbJnd Th... inn... r fare 1\

I \Oorapped .... llh mJI\lllual foam plank. "Il'r curing the planh,
Ihe jig 1\ H·mo\'ed. and foam plank :Ire applied 10 Ihe ouler
lace and 1111JIly 1.lOllnall'd \\Ith lInpregnaled \\on.. o ro\<ing..

Wood nevertheless seems to remain the
favourite of fishermen. Perhaps some fisher­
men feel that God would not have instructed
Noah to build the ark out of wood if there was
better material available. There are still many
good arguments for wood. I f properly treated
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and maintained wood is durable and in Canada
still quite available. Preservatives for protectiorf i
against fungi and insects should cut down main­
tenance costs considerably. New laminated
woods and adhesives could be used to better
advantage.

The Vessel Materials Conference concluded
that there is no 'best' material for fishing vessel
construction, because so many things have to be
considered, like cost, maintenance, safety and
comfort, durability, size, etc. But undoubtedly,
fishing vessels in the future will make greater
use of materials developed by modern technol­
ogy. However, a combination of materials
rather than one single matefial will be used.

\
\

~
Completed huU core ofpolyvinyle chloride (PVC)

sheers on a wooden plug.
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Ihl\ h 3 '"il'l!. from the for.... ard l'nd of an aluminum
\'C\'\el. :J101ll m~ forc-peak lank. an\"hor \"ham lockeT, port
'Ide amid- hip plallni! panel. bottom noor .... lIlg hrackch
and fon\Jrd balla" tank.
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John Proskie, Department of Fisheries,
Ottawa, reports that trawlers are unprofitable
largely because of rejected fish - 120 foot
side trawlers reject 12.7% of their catch and
130 foot trawlers reject 7.4%. Mr. Proski~

tabulated the catches of 14 vessels - 38 foot
longliners and side trawlers ranging from 120
to 133 feet, operating out of Newfoundland

i in 1966. The total landings by these vessels
were 55,727,132 pounds, with a landed value
of $1,620,950.57. Cod accounted for 22.3%,
flounders 32.6%, red·fish 33.9%, and 8.9%
was rejected fish of little or no value to the

buyers. The remainder of the catch, 2.3% con­
sisted of haddock, pollock, hake, halibut,
waiffish, turbot, skate wings, squid and livers.
The trawlers reported landings of 4,907,126

t pounds of rejected fish. The 38 foot long-

liners reported no landings of rejected fish at
all. This has a substantial affect on the earn­
ings of the crew and the vessel owners.

The average longliner spent 77 days at
sea and landed 168,456 pounds of fish valued



DECKS
AWASH

at $6,300 per vessel. These vessels could have
fished longer if the fish plant had been opened.
The average 120 foot trawler spent 251 days
at sea and averaged a landing of 5,855,148
pounds valued at $151,375. The average 130
foot trawler averaged 276 days at sea, landing
6,219,902 pounds valued at $189,221 per
vessel. Thus, the 120 foot trawler landed more
fish per man, but the 130 foot trawler landed
more dollars per man. This is because of the

large quantity of rejected fish landed by the
120 foot trawlers. Per hour of fishing, then,

the t 20 footers landed $60.00 worth of fish,
the 130 footers $72.00 worth. The average
landed values per man per day were $48 for

120 footers, $49 for 130 footers, and $27 for
38 foot longliners. The average take-home pay

for deck hands for the season was $4,189 for
130 footers, $3,859 for 120 footers, and
$1,736 for 38 foot longliners. Per day at sea,
the average take-home pay for each deck hand
was $15.18 for 130 footers, $15.37 for 120
footers and $22.55 for 38 foot longliners.

Mr. Proskie concludes that only the 38

foot longliners were profitable vessels on the

average. 80th 120 and 130 foot trawlers oper­
ated at a loss. For every $100 worth of fish
landed by the long liners, S8,qo went for total
cash expenditures, $74.30 to 'the crew, and
$3.40 covered depreciation charges. Total

cost of these three expense items was $85.70,
which left a profit of $14.30 to the owners
of the longliners. For the 120 foot trawlers,

the three expense items cost $120 for every
$100 worth of fish landed, and for 130 foot
trawlers, the figure was $106.20, resulting in

, losses of $20.00 and $6.20 to the owners of
the trawlers.
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Wamen's Institutes

af Canada

by Mrs. George Clarke

The Federated Women's Institutes of

Canada has a membership of over 62,000 rural
women. These women live on large farms and

small farms;·in small towns; in fishing, logging

and mining communities; in more isolated com­

munities in every province and in the North

West Territories. They have, for seventy years

sought to improve the living, education and

cultural conditions in the home and in the

community.

In Newfoundland we are now called The
Women's Institutes of Newfoundland and Lab·

rador. You may remember us as 'Jubilee Guilds.'

The Women's Institutes of Canada are

affiliated with a great international organization,

which they helped to found - The Associated
Countrywomen of the World - with a member­
ship of six and one half million women in sixty­

two countries.

The Women's Institutes recently spoke up

for rural women at the hearings of the Royal

Commission on the Status of Women. Some of
the things they stressed were the need for up­

dating education for women in rural areas and
asked that courses be made available to them,
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and the lack of instruction in Home Economics

in High Schools.
Another phase of the brief presented to

the Royal Commission dealt with Marriage as
a Partnership. The committee felt strongly that
families need to be made aware of all legal
aspects of sharing. For instance, women who
do not own property have no vote in municipal
affairs. Why are women not half owners of

family property? In other countries of the
world the status of women has changed unbe­

lievably in the last twenty years, particularly
in Japan and India. In India especially, women

are taking part in every field of endeavour_ At

the present time their Prime Minister is a
woman.

"Women, as homemakers in the twentieth I
century, should be made aware of the tremen­
dous possibilities they hold in their hands. They

I.

'If, LeoT!!l'C1arkc. PrnlJcnt
01 the h:lk'ratlon of \\omen',
In'tllUh~' of Canada, \tr
\rnol..: l)ulI. I'u.',idl'nl of the
-\.< r \\ and \Ir" John O'D!.'".
Pre_Ilknl or the \.;0:\\ foundlaml
J.lld Lahrador \\omen', In,tllulc,

can influence their families; they can influence
the economy of the world; but, they must
realize that it is not enough to know about

home management - they must also have
I<.nowledge and understanding of the world
they live in." T his was said by Mrs. Arnote

Dutt, the President of ACWN at the opening
session of a world conference.

Women's Institute members believe that

the first step toward updating education is to

get together in groups to discuss problems and

plan how to use their talents and their brain
power to their fullest potential. We have always

taken a great interest in crafts - in creating
articles for our own use or for sale. But there

is only a very small part of the overall pro­
gramme which covers home-making skills,

health, citizenship, education and cultural
activities as well as the broader international
field
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Geographers compile

information on

Newfoundland

The Department of Geography at Mem­
orial University is collecting information
pertinent to the social and economic rlevelop­
men! of the whole Island. The purpose of this,
as well as giving the professors in the Depart­
ment a chance to flex their intellectual muscles,
is to provide data for a rational plan for the
future development of Newfoundland, and
this could, and probably should, have a con·
siderable influence on the policies of the
Provincial Government. Until now, planning
and development have occurred in a rather
haphazard fashion, by starts and stops, with
no clear vision of the final goal toward which
Newfoundland is or should be striving.

To help clear some of the mist from the
eyes and policies of development planners,
Dr. W.F. Summers is studying the relation of
population distribution to resource potential.
That is, he is essentially investigating the
underlying principle of the Resettlement Pro­
gramme by having a close look at where the
people of Newfoundland are living now, and
where they could perhaps be living, and what
they would be doing there on the basis of the
resources available in that area. The results of
his investigation will be presented in the form
of a Newfoundland Atlas of resources.

Dr. E.E.D. Day is studying the geography
of fisheries, how a diversified and modernized
fishery may be established, involving changes
in catching, processing and marketing. Two of
Dr. Day's research fellows will be in and around
Argentia and St. Georges Bay, circulating ques-
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tionnaires. This is perhaps an opportunity for
the fishermen in these areas to co-operate with
the Department in planning the future of the
Newfoundland fishery.

Dr_ A. Goodlad comes to Newfoundland
from the Shetland islands to investigate
the possibility of a profitable herring fishery
to be developed in Newfoundland_ He will be
coming to Harbour Breton on the South Coast,
tf Isle aux Mort, Stephenville and Bonne Bay,
looking for ways in which a herring fishery
may be developed on a large scale along the
whole strip.

Professor R.E. Pearson is studying the
transportation system in Newfoundland. This
has an effect on the whole price structure of
goods sold in Newfoundland. A change in the
transportation system would change the prices
of most everything from potatoes to out-board
motors. It would, perhaps, also make it possible
for the people of one area to work in another
area in the winter.

Professor J. Girt is having a good look at
the medical services on the island, particularly
the north eastern regions. He has found that
people in different areas, with different reli­
gious affiliation and different vocations demand
and require different medical facilities. With
the help of Mr. Girt's study, it may be possible
to predict what facilities will be needed in an
area to be settled in the near future and to
provide these facilities to serve the people as
they move in, instead of having to wait until
they have moved in before it becomes evident
what facilities are needed.

The movement of people into and out of
central Labrador is being studied by Professor
M. Staveley. Central Labrador is a very different,
and much newer area than the coast and Mr.

Staveley's report should influence the pattern
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and rate of road construction in Labrador. He
finds much of his information by studying
company and government records of labour
turnover, and he has found, for example, that
St. Mary's sends many people to Wabush, while
areas much closer to the town, send very few.
This means that people hear about job oppor­
tunities in ',~_'abush from their friends and rei·
atives, and that the government offices, there­
fore, do not do a proper job of recruiting
labour for certain areas.

Among the many things that seem to
intrigue Professor A.G. Macpherson is the blood
group distribution among Newfoundlanders. By
looking at the blood groups in a community,
Mr. Macpherson can infer the degree of isola­
tion of that community. or on the other hand,
how many people stayed in the community,
how many people moved out and to what other
community, and how many people moved in
from certain other communities. Mr.Macpherson
has found that Newfoundlanders have a tradi­
tion of moving from place to place, and this
has become a basic part of Newfoundland life.
This means that Newfoundlanders have always
been 'resettling', and that some of the problems
of the Government Resettlement Programme
may be that it does not consider the existing
traditional resettlement pattern, which involves,
among other things, strong kinship ties.

Mr. Macpherson is also looking at parish
registers, primarily baptismal and burial regis­
ters. He has been working mainly along the
West Coast, the White Bay area, and along the
South Shore, in an effort to understand the
growth and decline of small communities.

What happened in Gaspeshould perhaps
happen in Newfoundland. In the Gaspe, every
community set up committees to study every
aspect of the life of that community. On the
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basis of their reports and the reports of the
professional planners, a large scale plan for the
development of the Gaspe....was constructed and
passed by the Quebec Government. It would
be to the advantage of Newfoundlanders if
they participated in a similar way in planning
their own future. To begin with, they should
co-operate with and inform researchers from
the Geography Department when they are in
their particular area.

THE CARTWRIGHT

CODHIlH
an editorial evaluation

The Cartwright Courier is a small local
newspaper operated by the citizens of that
area. The following article is a reprint of the
editorial that appeared in the third issue of
the Courier:

After produci ng three issues, the time has
come for the Cartwright Courier to evaluate

itself. What is wrong with the Courier? What
is right with the Courier?
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The most obvious problem is that the
machine we are using doesn't make clear copies.

It is sometimes difficult to read the newspaper..
We are glad to say that soon this problem will
be solved, because we expect to use a better
machine soon. The Extension Department of
Memorial University has a good machine we
can use until we can afford to buy one our·
selves. With the new machine, we will be able
to make many more copies and each one will

be in clear, black print. We will be able to
print enough copies to sell some in Happy
Valley and along the Coast. Because commun­
ities here in Southern Labrador are not easy
to get to, we hope people will buy a year's
subscription so we will be able to mail the
exact number desired to each community_ We
also hope to receive news from communities
along the coast. This will help us to get closer
to achieving our main objective which is to
bring Southern Labrador closer together. But
news alone can not do that. Ideas must be
brought together. We hope that people will
write many letters to the editor. A letter to
the editor, is just like an editorial: it can be
written about ANYTHING. In a letter to the
editor, a person writes about anything that is
on his mind, in the same way he talks to his
friends and neighbors. He can propose an idea
for the community. He can criticize someone
else's idea. He can ask a question concerning
a community matter, and the Courier will try
to answer. The difference between writing a
letter to the paper and talking to another per­
son is that: the whole community has the
advantage of hearing a person's thoughts, and
the person has the advantage of having the
whole community to respond to his thoughts.
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We hope that letters will start coming in. We
don't want unsigned letters, but if a person
does not want his name printed in the paper,
we will not do so.

We felt discouraged to learn that much
work is necessary to produce one copy of the
Courier. After spending many hours assembling
and editing the information, and organizing
the stories to fit the pages, we have to spend
about four hours just typing the paper. There­
fore, we have·decided to solve this problem by
paying a typist to type the newspaper for us.
We will pay $1.00 a page which is a good rate­
about 52.00 an hour. Anyone who is interested,
contact the'Courier immediately.

We feel that one of the troubles with
education here is that the students get little
opportunity to gain practical experience in a
trade. For this reason we would like to give
students who are interested in newspaper work:
an opportunity to work on the paper. Soon we
will be getting some good equipment to be
used in making up advertisements. If any stu­
dent might be interested in the field of adver­
tising, we would be glad to let him gain exper­
ience by using our equipment to make up ads
for the Courier. Advertising is a good trade for
anyone with the slightest interest in art, and
it is very well paying.

It is our opinion that the Cartwright
Courier is already an excellent paper, far supe­
rior to most small papers and many large ones.
We are fortunate that the Sandwich Bay area
is an interesting area to talk about, and that it
is so rich in uncommon history. We hope that
with the help of all our readers, we will be
able to become even better.
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WINTER COURSES FOR FISHERMEN
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The following is a list of short-term courses offered by the College of
Fisheries, Navigation and Engineering:

1. DEEP SEA FISHING (Pre Sea) - 3 weeks in College/4 weeks at sea_

This course is designed for persons who are interested in obtaining a berth on a deep
sea trawler or who have recently been recruited to the industry. No entrance require­
ments are specified, but persons interested in taking this course are advised to contact
a fishing company beforehand to ensure that they are able to obtain employment on
completion of the course.

Commencement Dates: Every Monday.

2. ABLE FISHERMAN - 6 weeks in College.

This course is available for persons with previous experience in deep sea trawling, who
are interested in becoming more proficient in net mending, splicing, etc. Students will
gain experlenre,in making up and repairing the various types of trawl nets presently in
use in Newfoundland.

Commencement Date: October 28th, 1968. Further classes will be arranged,
depending upon demand.

3. BO'SUN - 12 weeks in College.

This course is for deckhands wishing to be promoted to Bo'sun and although emphasis
is placed on making up and repairing gear, candidates will also be prepared for D.D.T.
Fishing Mates Certificates. Persons wishing to take this course should have considerable
experience as Deckhand.

Commencement Date: January 6th, 1969.
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4. FISHING MATE -12 weeks in College.

For persons presently serving as Bo'sun, or who have re-;ently been promoted to Mate,
training is given in all aspects of a Mate's duties. Students are prepared for the D.a.T.
Fishing ~,·aster's Certificate and spend 3 weeks taking a Radar Observer's Course.

Cor ,/l'encement Date: September 18th, 1968. This course may be repeated,
commencing 31st March, 1969, depending upon demand.

5. SHIP'S COOK (Special for trawlers) - 12 weeks in College.

This course has been introduced in an :'luempt to aVf come the shortage of cooks on
deep sea trawlers and to provide a means whereby a deckhand can improve his earnings.
The entrance requirement is previous experience on a dragger either as deckhand or 2nd
cook
Commencement Dates: September 18th, 1968; January 6th, 1969; March 31st, 1969.

6. MARINE COOKERY AND STEWARDING - 20 weeks at College/4 weeks at sea.

This course is designed for persons wishing to sail in fishing or merchant vessels as a
Cook. Steward. On successful completion of the course students are eligible to take the
Department of Transport examination as Ship's Cooks. Entrance requirement is Grade
VIII education.

Commencement Dates: September 18th, 1968; January 6th, 1969.

7. NEARWATER FISHING GEAR - 4 weeks in College.

This course is to familiarize inshore fishermen with new types of fishing gear such as
the Japanese and the modified Newfoundland Coo Trap.

, Commencement Dates: November 18, 1968; January 6, 1969; and February 3, 1969.

8. NEARWATER FISHING OPERATIONS - 4 weeks in College.

This course is intended mainly for skippers of long liners or for persons intending to
start this type of operation. 1nstruction will include:

Coastal navigation
Introduction to new methods of fishing and synthetic materials
Maintenance and use of the latest electronic aids
Fish handling
Marine and Fisheries regulations

Commencement Dates: November 18, 1968; January 6, 1969; and February 3, 1969.
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9. FISH PROCESSING AND PLANT OPERATIONS - 2 months.
This course is to upgrade and train plant personnel in the production of fresh and
frozen fish. Among topics to be covered will be icing of fish at sea, specialized
processing equipment, product development, packaging, sanitation, hygiene, production
planning and quality control. Practical training will be given with emphasis on pro­
duction line procedure and management.
Commencement Date: January 6, 1969.

NOTE:
Students taking the above courses who meet Canada Manpower requirements will be eligible
for Manpower allowances. Applications should be addressed to the Registrar, College of
Fisheries, Box lB60, St. John's, Newfoundland.

STUDENT TRAINING ALLOWANCES

In 1967 the Government of Canada instituted a new Manpower Act which placed the
emphasis for direct federal participation on vocational training only. Technical and post­
secondary education is now the sole responsibility of the province. As a result, there are two
programmes whereby students attending the College can receive special financial assistance:

(a) from the Federal Government under a special manpower
programme for the "Occupational Training of Adults".
(Open to all residents of Canada), and

(b) from the Provincial Government under a programme
offering support to students who do not meet with
manpower criteria for vocational training, or who
come within the technical or post-secondary category.
(For residents of Newfoundland and Labrador only.)

OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING OF ADULTS - ALLOWANCES PAID BY THE GOVERNI\£NT
OF CANADA

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:

0) To be eligible for purchase of training client must be
at least one full year out of the regular school system
and be at least 12 months past provincial school
leaving age (15).

(ii) To be eligible for training allowances client must:
(a) have been a member of the labour force substantially
without interruption for the past 3 years, 0 R (b) have
one or more persons dependent (wholly or substantially)
on him for support.
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WANTED DEAD OR ALIVE
:) As in the past we are looking for giant squid ..
9 which become stranded along the coast line of
~; this province, usually during the months of
~i; October through January. Public co-operation
;i~ has been excellent in the past and we hope to .
? procure more specimens this year. Should you

find one of these animals please call the Marine :
Sciences Research laboratory. Telephone: St.

• John's, 726-6681.

Rewards Are
~

I t~ For finding and ho.lding any of these animal
H for us the value being dependent on their co
ndition. Great care should therefore be taken
:1 protect any specimens of giant squid from da
) age of any kind.

Dr. F. A. Aldrich,
Director,

Marine Sciences Research Laboratory.
~Cl 16
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FILM ON COMMUNITY OEVELOPMENT

Listed below are the films produced by the National Film Board as part of the
Fogo Island Project. All of these may be borrowed from the film library of the Extension
Service. Film bookings and arrangements to preview any of these films may be made by
contacting Mr. Kevin Kenny. local 2205, Extension Service, Memorial University of New­
foundland. The films may also be borrowed from the National Film Board.

The Fogo Island Improvement Committee - 13 minutes 1B seconds.

Two Cabinet Ministers - 18 minutes 50 seconds.

Fishermen's Meeting - (at Tilting) - 27 minutes 21 seconds.

The Merchant and the Teacher - 13 minutes 16 seconds.

Dan Roberts on Fishing - 16 minutes 18 seconds.

Billy Crane Moves Away - 17 minutes 40 seconds.

Jim Decker Builds a Longliner - 19 minutes 15 seconds.

Tom Best on Co-operatives - 12 minutes 20 seconds.

A Wedding & Party - 10 minutes 58 seconds.

A Woman's Place - 16 minutes 15 seconds.

Some Problems of Fogo - 21 minutes 26 seconds.

The McGraths at Home and Fishing - 11 minutes 3 seconds.

Joe Kinsella on Education - 7 minutes 18 seconds.

The Story of the Up Top':" 8 minutes 55 seconds.

Andrew Brett at Shoal Bay - 14 minutes 38 secunds.

Discussion on Welfare - 6 minutes 53 seconds.

Jim Decker's Party - 6 minutes 46 seconds.

The Mercer Family - 10 minutes.

Thoughts on Fogo and Norway - 16 minutes 10 seconds.

William Wells Talks About the Island - 11 minutes 55 seconds.

The Founding of the Co·operatives - 21 minutes 18 seconds.

Fogo's Expatriates - 15 minutes 6 seconds.

The Songs of Chris Cobb - 7 minutes 41 seconds.

Brian Earle on Merchants and Welfare - 10 minutes 10 seconds.

Citizens Discussions - 28 minutes 56 seconds.

Children at Play (or) The Children of Fogo - Approx. 20 minutes.

An Introduction Film to Fogo.

Copies of the Report of the Royal Commission on Education and Youth are also available.
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