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EDITOR'S COMMENT8-
In this issue of DECKS AWASH we have tried to deal with several organizations and

agencies at work in the province that offer rural people an opportunity for self-help and I

chance to participate in the development of their community. Some of these agencies ..
old and shaken, others new and vigorous.

The following is an excerpt from a Brief submitted by the Extension Service of Memorial
University to the Special Senate Committee on Poverty, that best describes our belief in
Jrganization as a removal from poverty.

"A lack of real crtizen involvement has kmg been one of the negattve aspects of life tor the rul'll

people in Newfoundland and Labrador. This characteristic has been manifest in the dearth of toeal governmentl;

it has been, until very recent years, evtdent in the lack of regtonal organizations concerned with social ....
economic improvemenu.

Within recent years there has been a significant growth in regional devetopment associations in the
Province. comprised of local fishermen, farmers, teachers, businessmen, co-operative producers and othet.
They have provided not only a voice for the needs of their regions, but a device through which governmentl
can work to ameliorate regional problems. There are now 19 such organizations in the Province and they hive
recently combined in the Newfoundland and labrador Rural Development Council. Their leaders are I1'I1I'I

of intense dedication occupying their positions of responsibility often at devastating personal sacrifica.
Membership fees are a pittance, enabling the poorest families to join and participate.

They have avoided, almost without exception, the pitfalls of commitment to a specific political doctrine.
They have been refused information and have sometimes been summarily dismissed in attempts at serious

negotiation. But they are determined that they will be allowed their right to participate in regional devetop­
ment in a meaningful and important way."

COVER PHOTO

Artist Jim Hansen uses the jigger as a theme for a silk screen print done during his visit to the
Eastport Peninsula Festival of the Arts. Photo by Frank Lapointe, Specialist in Art and Assistant
Curator with the Extension Service at Memorial University_ Mr. Lapointe is also responsible for
several photos used in the Festival article on page 1.
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PEOPLE WORKING
FOR PROGRESS

These words are repeated on every
issue of the Eastport Peninsula newsletter
printed monthly by the Committee for the
Development of Progress.

The Committee, made up of representa­
tives from the seven communities on the
Eastport Peninsula, has been the vehicle
through which some thirty self-help projects
have been implemented during the past three
years. These programs have been funded by
ARDA through the Department of Com­
mlffllty and Social Development and include
a community pasture, a Ibbster aquarium,
smoke houses, a museum in Salvage, and re­
clamation and commercial hothouses. But the
project that has been the largest in terms of
expenditure (a $37,000 grant), and in terms
of the nUll')ber of people involved, has been
the EastpOltt Peninsula Summer Festival of
the Arts. .

Chairman of Elstport Council, Colin Bull
WI ICC;;mes restdenb ;,nd guests to Fee-' ;'Jal

Residents of EastJX)rt Peninsula ana invited
guests at official opening of Festival Theatre.

The two-month festival began on JUly 2
and closed Monday, September 7, but In­
ceding the offi,cial opening were many mOl1'llll
of planning and organizing on the part of till
Committee. The old school house in Eastport
was transformed into a Festival Theatre, 1M
community hall in Sandy Cove became "­
Art and Craft Workshop, and a Festival Cen1II
was set up to handle accommodations, book
ings, information, and to display crafts lAd
souvenirs.

The first of its kind in rural Newfound­
land, the Festival of the Arts was undertaken
by the Extension Service of Memorial UniYlf
sity at the request of the Central Committee
and the Department of Community and
Social Development as an experiment to
stimulate the tourist potential of the area
It was designed to attract visitors and their
families to the Peninsula, to keep them therI
through involvement in the program and ttK8
increase the income of the residents of the
seven communities. The programming ItIII'
was also designed to offer to students ...
teachers throughout the Province, a bIdt­
ground in the theatre, art and crafts.
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Along with weekend plays in the Festival

Theatre and the daily art and craft sessions
at the Sandy Cove workshop, there were
outdoor workshops, beach concerts, movies,
art exhibitions, dances and concerts held in
the Eastport Elementary School, plus a special
two-week workshop designed to give high
school students exposure to all aspects of the

media.

The response from teachers and students,
however, was disappointing. This, coupled
with the fact that there was very little
response from experienced theatre people,
had a marked effect on the theatre produc­
tions_ The art and craft program, designed
to accommodate tourists and their families,
had on the other hand, a large measure of
success, and the Eastport Peninsula itself
became the scene of a great deal of activity.

Visitors from all parts of North America and
Britain were evident throughout the summer

months, and their presence contributed to the
large increase in the revenue of businesses in

the area.

One of the most interesting results of the
Festival was the real involvement of many of

the people on the Peninsula. Whole families
participated and the children, though reluc­
tant at first to attend the workshop at Sandy
Cove, became enthusiastic about the painting

sessions and the craft program. Adults, too,
attended evening workshops and tried their
hand at such familiar crafts as rug hooking,
weaving, knot tying and wood carving. Apart
from those who actually participated in the
theatre program, the great majority of residents I
on the Peninsula regularly anended the plays,
movies and concerts and shared these exper­
iences with the many tourists visiting the
Festival.

Director of Festival Theatre, Richard
Buehler with Boyd Glover I left) Chairman
of Central Committee and Frank Lapointe
(right) Specialist in Art with the Extension
Service of Memorial.

Director of Art Workshops, onald
Wright l in foreground) prepares for an
outdoor workshop for the children in
Salvage. Both art and craft workshops
were held throughout the summer months
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Handmade souvenirs made bv residents of the
Peninsula on display at Festival Centre were
sold to the many visitors and tourists through­
out the Festival.

But the largest part that the people
played in the Festival was, perhaps, through
their role as hosts to these visitors. Over forty
homes in the area provided accommodations
for students and tourists involved in the
program, and the commun ity of Salvage be­
came one large restaurant offering lunches
and dinners to the daily visitors in the area.
This involvement was late in coming Clnd was
due to the fact that information concerning
the Festival was also late in reaching many
families in the area.

There are still residents today on the
Peninsula that did not understand the purpose
of the Festival, who could not justify in them­
selves the reasons for it. There are those who
opposed it strongly from the beginning and
those who imposed their attitudes on others.
These are perhaps the normal reactions of
people involved in any community effort.

For most, however, it was a new dimen­
sion in their lives and the majority of the
seven communities welcomed the opportunity
to participate. Behind the scenes were the
many men and women of the area who, as
members of the central and local committees,
the community councils, the Legion and
Lion's Clubs, the Society of the United Fish­
ermen, and the church auxil iary, worked
throughout the summer months to meet the
demands of the tourists, the participants in
the Festival and the artists and administra­
tors involved in the two-month undertaking
These very people gave unquestionably of
their time and energy and their contribution
was without doubt the main reason for the
success of the Festival.

Crafts by local residents and Newfound­
land artists included birch brooms, ships
models. pottery. weaving, hooke::t rugs
and print,>
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IMPROVED SAFETY ON FISHI~!G VE'SELSI
TOPIC OF MEETING IN NEW BRUNSWICK

Between 12 and 20 Canadian fishermen
lose their lives f!IIery year in isolated incidents
while fishing aboard comparatively small boats.
Loss of Ii fe is even more dramatic when a
large trawler goes down.

The whole range of hazards facing fisher­
men was discussed at a meeting on safety
practices on board Canadian fishing vessels,
held in Saint John, N.B., Monday, October
26. It was sponsored by the Federal-Provincial
Atlantic Fisheries Committee.

Last year the Department of Fisheries
and Forestry. through its Fishing Vessel
Insurance Plan, paid claims for the total loss
of 101 fishing vessels, mostly small craft.
Claims for partial -loss or damage were paid
on another 126 boats. The appraised value of
all these losses was more than a million
dollars; replacement costs would be double
that figure.

These grim statistics show that when
fishing vessels put to sea they may face a
multitude of dangers, including fire, collision,
grounding, S'Namping, storms, dangerous equip­
ment and practices, or the perils inherent in
bad design, inadequate engineering, incom-

, petence and carelessness.

Officials ot the Department's Fishing
Vessel Insurance Plan, the federal Departments
of Transport, and Manpower and Immigration,
and the provincial departments concerned
with fisheries in Quebec, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and New­
foundland, took part in the discussions.

The Newfoundland College of Fisheries,
St. John's, and provincial schools of fisheries
at Grande Riviere, P.Q., Pictou, N.S., and
Caraquet, N.B., were also invited to send
representatives.

PRICE S,A31 L1ZATIO~J FROG RAM

FOR "'TLANTIC QUEEN CRAB
The federal government has authorized

the Fisheries Prices Support Board to buy up
to 100,000 cases of canned crab and one
milHon pounds of frozen crab meat from the
processors' 1970 production.

In addition to the buying program a
concerted effort will be made in market
promotion of this new Canadian product in
Canada and Europe. It is anticipated that the
entire government expenditure in the program
will be recovered by the resale of stocks early
in the new year.

Mr. Davis said that several factors made
the stabilization program advisable. The rapid
expansion of the queen crab fishery has
resulted in a large increase in production,
from 1.3 million pounds in 1967 to 11.2
million in 1968 and 19 million pounds last
year. This year's landings will be close to
those of 1969.

This heavy prOduction, coupled with a
deteriorating market situation during the past
few months, resulted in a decline in export
prices, high inventories and sporadic distress
selling at below cost. The freeing of the
Canadian dollar also contributed to the decline
in market returns.

The principal markets for canned queen
crab are in Europe while most of the frozen
product goes to the United States. The major
competitors in these markets are Japan and
the U.S.S.R.

The Atlantic crab fishery employs 360
fishermen most of them in New Brunswick.
There are now about 20 crab processing plants
(2 in Newfoundland) witha total employment,
mostly seasonal, of 1,650 people. Sixty per
cent of them live in northeastern New Bruns
wick.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL DISAPPOINTED BY DREE

At the first Annual Meeting held at
Memorial University last May. members of
the Newfoundland and Labrador Rural Devel·
opment Council, representing some nineteen
development associations in the Province,
stated their disappointment with the Depart­
ment of Regional and Economic Expansion.
In a general statement of pol icy the Counci I
expressed, "displeasure at not being approach­
ed for opinions and information, or the
opportunity to participate in the original
planning."

The Council was formed last November
at Deer Lake to act as a voice for rural
people throughout Newfoundland and Lab­
rador on matters of provincial and national
concern. It is made up of elected officers
representing each recognized regional develop­
ment organization and acts on their behalf
to stimulate improvements in all aspects of
rural life in the Province.

In spite of its tender age and a short
supply of operating capital, the Council has
met on two occasions since its formation, but
it was at the Annual Meeting in May that
the policy of the Council was prese:1ted to
government officials and to the public. Ad­
dressing the Council at that time were Mr.
James Miller, the newly appointed Field
Supervisor of DREE, and Mr. Zenon Sametz,
Deputy Minister of the Provincial Department
of Community and Social Development. Mr.
Aiden Maloney, Chairman of the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation was to have addressed
the group but was unable to attend due to
pressing business related to the saltfish prices.

During the meeting briefs and reports
were presented by delegates from the various

member associations and discussions followed
on the role of the Council and its working
relationship with government agencies involved
in programming and planning for rural areas
of this Province.

In summing up the meeting the President
of the Council, Martin Lowe, stressed the
importance for individual organizations to
provide a great deal of information on their
local level in order to assure that people in
rural Newfoundland and Labrador are better
equipped to participate in planning for the
future.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

While we sincerely compliment those who will
participate in, and the Departments of Government
concerned for the introduction of the DREE pro·
gramme, The Newfoundland & Labrador Rural Devel­
opment Council expresses displeasure at not being
approached for opinions and information, or the
opportunity to participate in the original planning,
one of the prime purposes of the Council and an
organization with which the Provincial Government

was involved in forming.

We are willing and eager to co-operate with and

support any group interested in and involved in a
programme of development for the Province of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

It is also the desire of this Council that the

Fund for Rural Development be continued. This
fund. under whatever name it assumes is vital to

development of the rural economy. Programmes not

included in the 0 REE programme, but in themselves
with a small amount of ~overnment incentive and
assistance can rrovide an impressive contribution to

oLir provincial economic flrogress.
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PORT AU PORT

CO-OPERATIVE ...............

A MATTER
OF SUPPORT

BY GARTH COCHRAN

FREELANCE WRITER

AND BROADCASTER

There have been several co-operatives In
the Port au Port area over the past few
decades and they have had one thing in
common, they have all folded except for the
last one. The Port,au Port Fishermen's Pro­
ducers Co-operative is the latest venture and
it is in trouble.

The Port au Port Co-op was started
when the United Mariti~e Fishermen stopped
buying in that area. Those who formed it had
in the back of their minds the idea that the
co-op would provide some competition to
the other buyers and would help drive up the
prices paid for fish. At the start of the first
season, lobster sold for 19 cents per pound.
The co-op immediately drove the price to 26
cents and later that year it rose to 28 cents
and has never dropped since. Thus, at first
glance, the co-op seems to have been an
unqualified success.

However, the co-op is a business and
as such must payoff its capital investment
either entirely or at a specified rate in order to
pay a dividend. In 1969, the co-op did not
pay a dividend to its members and although
the fishermen received good prices they prob­
ably expected some kind of extra profit.

The 1970 season started With the co-op
offering 60 cents per pound for lobster
(64 cents delivered to Picadillyl. Immediately,
the other buye.. jumped this. Many of the
men, apparently worried that the co-op would
agatn pay no rebate or dividend, therefore
began selling to the competition. This reduced
the produce available to the co-op and in­
creased its cost somewhat. As a result the
Board of Directors passed an edict that any
member selling to a competitor would be
stricken from the roles and their shares
returned.

The membership dropped drastically,
but those who stuck with the co-op got a
rebate at the end of the season and averaged
85 cents a pound for lobster. The whole
program might have been averted had the
co-op started with a higher initial price, but
then the bUSiness might have lost heavily if
the market collapsed, and the rebate would
have been much smaller. At this stage in its
development the co-op cannot afford a loss
and this fact probably dictated the buying
policy.
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Why did some of the members desert
their co-op? Perhaps the most important
reason lies in the fact that the co-op was
formed in the first place to provide com­
petition. If the fishermen feel this way. then
they have the wrong idea about a co-op. It
is not just another merchant to whom they
can sell if they are so inclined. For if a man
is a member, then it is his business. his own
marketing agent, and in order for it to be a
success, the co-op must have the support of
its members and having formed the co-op,
members should not expect a miracle in the
form of immediate profits.

What happened at Picadilly was unfor­
tunate and with fewer people supporting the
co-op it will necessarily take much longer
for the operation to become a paying concern.
But when it does those who stick with it will
find it was well worthwhile.

One further point to be made. With a
drop in the annual catch of some species the
only way a man could make a decent liveli­
hood from fishing in the future would be to
retain as much of the profit as possible. A
marketing co-op is probably the only way to
do this at present and with the option of pro­
cessing as well as marketing, the co-op could
offer the fishermen the only opportunity they
would have to acquire enough capital to
increase production and thus increase their
livelihood.

The handwriting is on the wall. The
Port au Port Co-operative will probably fold
unless its members give it their full support.
Members should not worry excessively about
the short-term gain but should stick with the
co-op and support it fully_ Five years from
now one of two things could happen - the
co-op will flourish with such support and

will make a decent living for all its members,
or will fail and fishermen will be faced with
subsistence allowance from the merchants
who will continue to get rich on their toil.
There is an annual meeting of the Port au
Port Fishermen's Producer Co-operative late
October at which time the Manager, Leo
Dodge, wi II bring forth his resignation. It is
important that all members attend this meet­
ing and put their full support behind both
Mr. Dodge and the Co-operative.

BRIG BAY CO-OP GUTTED BY FIRE

Fishermen who sold to the Brig Bay Co·
operative saltfish plant before it was destroyed by
fIre in early September are still able to find markets
for their fish but are selling for a lower price. Peter
Hoddinott. President of the Brig Bay Co-op, is
making two hundred bags of salt. stored in an
undamaged building, available to the fishermen and
will attempt to salvage some of the 2,000 bags in
the plant. The Co-op has been acting as sub·agent
for the Canadian SaIlfish Corporation and has had
problems with other sub-agents in the area who were
buying at $2.00 a draft less. The co-op however felt
because it supported the fishermen, it could not pay
lower prices. Plans to rebuild a much larger, better
equipped and more diversified plant are on the
drawing board but they depend partly on the insurance
settlement as well as the guarantee that the co-op
will continue to act as an agent for the Corporation.
Mr. Hoddinott felt that working under the present
terms of the contract with the Saltfish Corporation
was a "trickly operation and I don't think anyone
can make any money." He also felt that the Corpor·
ation should change its terms of contracts with agents.
The plant was paid S1.OO for each draft of salt bulk
coming in, plus $7.03 for each one hundred pounds
of fish which was culled, washed, dried to rigid
specifications, packaged and loaded. A maximum of
46 pounds lost weight was allowed for each one
hundred pounds of finished product.
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HE CO-OPERATIVE
MOVEMENT

BY
W. E BENEDICT

MANAGING DIRECTDR

NEWFOUNDLAND

CO·OPERATIVE

SERVICES

Very often in our travels throughout the
province we are greeted with blank stares or
asked "How are you connected with Govern­
ment" or "'s that part of the ABC Credit
Union?"

You can imagine the fall of our field­
workers' ego when they proudly announce "I
work for Newfoundland Co-operative Services"
and get one of the above answers or reactions.

One of the major problems in any organ­
ization is that it becomes ingrown and talks
to itself. We welcome this opportunity to
clarify what the Newfoundland Co-operative
Services is and what it is trying to do.

Prior to 1965, co-operatives in Newfound­
land were promoted and supported by the
provincial government. This of course resulted
in complaints from other types of business
who regarded co-operatives as direct competi­
tion. In many instances it meant that people
expected government to do things for them
and thus the attitude of "let George de it"
prevailed.

It was the decision of co-operative offi­
cials and government in 1965, that the Co­
operative Movement should become independ­
ant. That year the Newfoundland Co-op Union
was set up, later changing its name to New­
foundland Co-operative Services.

What is the Newfoundland Co·operative
Services? It is a co-operative of co-operatives
with such diversified members as consumer
co-ops, credit unions farm and fisheries co­
operatives, a construction co-operative and a
mink farm co-op.

These members are represented by del­
egates at our annual conference and it is at
these conferences that they discuss the services
that should be provided on the provincial
level to supplement what is being done on
their local level. To date these services have
been mainly in the area of organization and
promotion, but more recently there is an
increased awareness of the need for commer­
cial functions.

A board of directors is elected by the
member co-ops each year and they in turn
hire the managing director whose function is
to hire specialists to act as a resource for the
various operations. In addition to our staff,
there are management agreements with nine
co-operatives and one credit union. These ten
managers are employees of the Co-operative
Services and work under our supervision in
their respective organizations across the prov­
ince.

Our main problem now is to keep up
with the demands made by expanding co­
operatives and by new groups forming and
there is a constant need for more personnel
in fisheries, agriculture, education, and co-op
housing. We hope to fill these needs in the
near future.
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One of the major functions of the New­

foundland Co-operative Services is to tie in
the activities of provincial co-operatives with
national and international co-operative organ­
izations. It is through this function that we
are able to supply the important services to
co-operatives on the community level and
thus insure they survive in the competitive
world today. It is our belief that co-operative
strength often comes from the apparent
failure of present systems to meet the needs
of the people.

We all know changes are needed, indeed
are inevitable and we at the Newfoundland
Co-operative Services believe that the co­
operative movement can be a major tool in
bringing about and carrying out these changes
in the best interests of the public at large.

FISHERIES MAP OF CANAOA TO BE COMPLETED

A new concept in international fisheries. that
of enclosing certain special bodies of walel as ex­
clusive fishing zones was the subject of a Bill
amending the Territorial Sea and Fishing Zones Act
presented in the House of Commons last Spring.
The Bill empowers the government to enclose special

areas as exclusive Canadian fishing zones. They
include the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Bay of
Fundy on the Atlantic coast, and Queen Charlotte
Sound, Hecate Strait and Dixon Entrance on the
Pacific. The major objective of this action was to
provide better management and conservation of
fishery resources in these areas.

ReservatIons have been submitted to the Inter­
national Court of Justice with respect to the applica­
tion of the "fisheries closing Jines" contract. The
establishment of the 12-mile territorial sea and of
these "c1osmg lines" Will not entirely eliminate
foreign fishermen from the special waters as several
countries have traditional fishing practices within
some of these waters, while France and the United
States have certain treaty rights. Plans are to sort
out this situation and to phase out these practices
and to bring the areas under Canadian control and
jurisdiction.

page 9

NEWFOUNDLANDER THE NEW DIRECTOR

OF FISHERIES SERVICE INSPECTION

Appointment of Dr. Chesley M. BlackWOOd
40, as Director of the Fisheries Service Inspectio~
Branch in Ottawa was announced this summer by
Fisheries and Forestry Minister Jack Davis. Dr.
Blackwood was the successful candidate in a Public
Service Commission competition_ The position had
been vacant since the death of H.V. Dempsey in

June. 1969.

The Inspection Branch is responsible for the
inspection of fish processing and handling facilities
and of fish products entering interprovincial or
export trade, as well as imported fish products.

Dr. Blackwood, now the Department's Assistant
Regional Director for the Maritimes Region, assumed
his nevv duties in July. having completed a twelve­
month Public Service Bicultural Development Program
at Quebec City.

Born in Brookfield. Bonavista Bay. Nevvfound·
land, Dr. Blackwood graduated from Dalhousie Uni·
versity. Halifax, with a Bachelor of Science degree
and a Food Technology diploma. He received his
Master's degree in Food Chemistry from the Univer­
sity of Toronto, and in 1961 received his Ph.D. in
Biochemistry from the University of Washington.

He joined the Technological Unit of the Fish­
eries Research Board of Canada at SI. John's, Nfld.,
in 1952, and two years later was seconded to the
Department of Fisheries Inspection Laboratory in
that city. Aher concluding his University of Wash­
ington studies he rejoined the Fisheries Research
Board Technological Unit as Associate Scientist.

In 1962. Dr. Blackwood moved to Halifax on
his appointment as Chief of the Inspection Branch
for the Maritimes Region. He was named Assistant
Regional Director in 1966.
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Seperating meat from crab shells at Janes
It Sons Plant, Hants Harbour, BOflllVista
Bay. De"pt, of Fi~ries Photo

Some time ago, Mr. Eric Gosse, Deputy
Minister of Fisheries for Newfoundland said
that the crab fishery was still in its infancy
in this province but the potential was here
for an important industry. Considering New­
foundland's need to diversify its fishery oper·
ations, it could be as much a boon as the
lobster and herring had proved to be. He also
said he hoped that more inshore fishermen
would become active in the crab fishery.

Mr. Gosse's words have for the most
part come true and new locations for the
crab fishery have been found in Newfound·
land - all in the past year.

However, late in 1965 the Federal De·
partment of Fisheries and the Fisheries De­
partment of Nova Scotia conducted crab
explorations. These explorations indicated
that Spider Crabs, now renamed Queen Crabs,
were abundant in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
particularly in deep, cold water where the
bottom was muddy. New equipment for
catching and processing crabs was designed
and constructed. it was thought that crabs
caught in traps were more su itable for pro­
cessing than those caught by dragging. Tests
showed that ttaps selected crabs of commer­
cial size and that properly designed traps re­
tained very few undersized crabs.

Since 1965, the queen crab fishery on
the Atlantic Coast has grown very rapidll(,
In four years the catch grew from nothing
to 10 million pounds at a wholesale value of
2% million dollars. Landings almost doubled
the following year. In 1968, 50 boats were
fishing, 1,825 crab pots and 5 additional
plants were constructed in the Caraquet­
Shippegan area, with a few fish processing
plants modified to process crab as well.
Practically all of the 1968 landings were taken
from two small areas, one off the north coast
of Cape 8reton and the other off the Gaspe
coast. These areas were not, however, ex­
pected to withstand the oontinually increasing
pressure indefinitely and it was therefore im­
portant that efforts be made to locate new
SOurces of supply.

A RICH RESOURCE FOR NEWFOUNDLAND
THE QUEEN CRAB ~

Until recent years the Spider Crab was
regarded by Atlantic Coast fishermen as little
more than a pest. It fouled nets, ate lobster
and trawl bait and generally made a nuisance
of itself.
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The results of explorations by the In­
dustria� Development Service of The Federal
Department of Fisheries and the Newfound­
land Fisheries Devt lopment Authority have
clearly indicated the potentialities Mr. Gosse
foresaw and there have already been note­
worthy efforts by local entrepreneurs, who
have built or extended their facilities to follow
in the wake of these explorations. Explora­
tions have thus laid the path along which
future development of the industry should
proceed. By mapping the grounds, studying
the results and training crews, the develop­
ment of the crab fishing industry has been
stimulated to such a degree that many pros­
pects and channels for development have
been revealed.

According to Mr. Lennox Hinds, tech­
nical advisor to the Industrial Development
Service, these explorations have so far served
to dispel the concept of non-productivity, or
cod production only, of the waters of New-

found land and have fired the rPinds of the
small fisherman with vision:.. of a greater and
more abundant industry, and a secured liveli­
hood.

In his summary of statistics and general
information relative to the crab industry in
Newfoundland, Mr. Hinds estimates produc­
tion of green crabs for 1969 at 1 million
pounds. There are now 200 people involved
in the industry with 13 commercial vessels
engaged. Two plants are at present processing
crab meat, the Bonavista Cold Storage in
Bonavista and P. Janes and Sons Limited at
Hant's Harbour. It has been estimated that
these plants can handle 45 thousand pounds
of crab and that they have extra space for
future development. The average buying price
of green crabs for .he year 1969 has been 8
cents a pound.

It is interesting to note that imports of
canned crab meat from January to October
1969 totaled 23,600 pounds.

Removing unwanl'''ll..... from I 'Ii'll Extractlnq mf'at from small crab legs
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The research done to date by the Federal
Department of Fisheries has involved tagging,
migration studies and hydropgraphic surveys
of bottom samples and temperatures, etc.
The type of gear used included large square
traps and Japanese conical pots. Some 80
Japanese pots were fished per day (the
estimaled cost of these are 34 dollars for
each fleet of twenty) and approximately 30
large square traps were fished per day (these
cost in the vicinity of 150 dollars complete
with reflector buoys and moorings).

At present, longliners are being used in
the commercial crab fishery, as these boats
require very little modification (a matter of
a snap·block being fastened to a boom.)

Full details of these modifications and
plans for both types of crab pots are available
from the Industrial Development Service of
the Federal Department of Fisheries, Building
301, Pleasantville, St. John's.

The crab exploration studies conducted
in 1969 show that the present commercial
fishing areas in Newfoundland are centered
in Bonavista Bay, in Trinity Bay and to a lesser
extent, along the northwest shore of Con­
ception Bay. But there are large potential
crab fishing areas in the east coast of Placentia
Bay, St, Mary's Bay. certain areas along the
Southern Shore, the entrance of Bonavista
Bay and quite extensively in Notre Dame
Bay and White Bay, all within the twelve­
mile fishing limit.

Although there has been considerable
exploration along the c')ast of Labrador by
the Department of Fisheries, the only off­
shore area with potential for crab fishing is
in the region of Table Bay off Spotted Island,

Domino and Batteau. No studies have been
conducted to date on the west coast and
explorations show that the south shore is at
present a poor area.

(Due to limited printing facilities we
are unable to reproduce the exploration map
illustrating these findings).

These findings, conducted by the Indust­
rial Development Service of the Federal De~

partment of Fisheries and the Newfoundland
Fisheries Development Authority do point
out the tremendous potential for the crab
industry in Newfoundland. Other exploratory
trips 'were made this summer to those
areas of Placentia Bay that were restricted
last year because of pollution, to the Straites
of Belle Isle and down the northeast coast
to Grey Islands.
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NEW SUPPLIES

SOUGHT FOR FISH MEAL INDUSTRY

Because of the growing importance of
herring for human consumption, it has now
proven necessary to find large supplies of
other suitable fish to replace it as the mainstay
of the Atlantic Coast fish meal industry.

A summer-long search for large quantities
of alternative species to herring for the
industry has been conducted by the Federal
D~partment of Fisheries along the south and
east coast of Newfoundland.

A hundred-foot mid-water trawler, "The
Lady Anna", out of Saulnierville, Nova Scotia
has been under charter to the Industrial
Development branch of the Department's
Fisheries Service throughout the summer
months and conducted surveys at Burgee,
St. Pierre and the Grand Banks before moving
north to Trinity, Bonavista, Notre Dame,
Green and White Bays.

The mid-water trawler was used in the
exploratory work because it was found that
the type of gear was more versatile and less
vulnerable to damage over unknown grounds
than the conventional purse seine.

Although large stocks of caplin and sand
launce are the main objects of the "Lady
Anna's" search, the survey is also expected
to provide fishermen with information about
the size and location of herring stocks in the
areas.

TWO MONTH BAN ON. GEORGES BANK
Fishing for haddock on Georges Bank will be

closed to Canadian fishermen from October 23 until
the end of the year, in keeping with one of several
conservation recommendations made by the Inter­
national Commission for the Northwest Atlantic
Fisheries. Other member nations of ICNAF are to
close the fishery to their fleets on the same date.

I,age 13

In announcing the closure, Fisheries and Forest­
ry Minister Jack Davis said he had been advised that
the overall haddock quota of 12,000 metric tons in
Sub-area 5, which ·i11cludes Georges Bank, was about
to be reached. The ICNAF recommendation was that
fishing for haddock by all member nations would
close ten days after such notification.

12·MILE LIMIT FOR
NEWFOUNDLAND WATERS

In June of this year the Fisheries Act was
revised to make the 12-mile limit applicable to waters
off Newfoundland, thus making this regulation uni·
form along the entire Atlantic coast.

The 12-mile restriction has always applied to
waters off Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec and
Prince Edward Island, whereas in Newfoundland,
trawlers and draggers could fish to within three
miles of the coastline.

Closely tied in with this amendment to the
Fisheries Act, were others which gave the fisheries
Minister the authority to exempt small, Canadian
draggers from the 12·mile limitation, and which
also empowers him by order to permit larger trawlers
to fish closer to the shores in specified areas.

POLLUTERS TO PAY
COST OF CLEAN-UP

New weapons in the fight against water poilu·
tion were embodied in a Bill containing amendments
to the Fisheries Act. The new legislation, passed this
Spri~g in the House of Commons, gives the Minister
of Fisheries the authority to enquire into the nature
of any undertaking that is likely to discharge effluent
harmful to fish or other aquatic life. It gives him the
power to be informed of anti·pollution measures
proposed in such cases, to approve or disapprove of
them with the authority to acquire any modifications
considered necessary for preservation of the aquatic
environment.

The new amendment will also give the Minister
authority to assess polluters with the cost of cleaning
up any pollution they may cause.
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FISHERMEN­

CAN THEY CLAI M

THE RIGHT TO BARGAIN?

The following is a Ictter "nUcn by I alhu Desmond ~h:GT3th to the
Editor of the Evening Telegram. J unc 26. 1970. cAplaining the aims and objectives
of the new Northern lishcrmcn's Union formed in April. Father McGrath
hal been one of the prime moyen of the Union along with its executive
members George Lavers, Ldward Maynard. Ralph O'Keefe, Fred Gould, lawyer
Richard Cashin and Memorial's LXlen,ioll Service rcpresentati",e on the St.
Barbe Coast. Martin lowe. BOlh Father McLralh and the Lvening Telegram
have ~iven permission to reprint the letters in DICKS AWASH:

One of the great weaknesses of Newfoundland
society is the leek of acceptance of the importance
of collective action. The Northern Fishermen's Union
is a real attempt on the part of fishermen of the
northwest coast to influence events in the industry
that gives them a livelihood. The fishermen have long
known of the need for such action. The difficulties
in getting organized are three-fold.

First of all no meaningful legal sanction has
been given to the relationship between fishermen
and processors. Therefore, there has been no en­
couragement from government and no recognition
of the need for oollective action on the part of
fishermen.

Secondly, the oompames themselves appear
most reluctant to recognize the right of fishermen
to act collectively. Perhaps to those who have had
their own way for so long it is a little disconcerting
to see fishermen stand up for their rights in a united
and we hope responsible way.

The third obstacle is among the fishermen
themselves. The fact that they have been treated
only on 8n individual basis over the years has
producecl mistrust, fear and suspicion. There is a real
lack of understanding on the part of fishermen of
how COllective action will come about.

The frustrations endured through the years by
fishermen on the St. Barbe coast, as elsewhere, have
been great. In some ways the long historic isolation
of that part of the province has contributed to this
sense of frustration. For example most of the fisher­
men of this area don't get to sell their salt fish until
late in the fall. This means fish under salt much longer
than it should be and as a consequence the quality
and the price of the produce is adversely affected.
In any event, many have to wait until nearly Christmas
to be paid for a summer's voyage.

A few years ago some of the fishermen started
getting long liners. Eventually this led to the estab
Iishment of a fresh fish plant. The longliners brought
in "new" species of fish, such as halibut, flounder,
turbot and scallops. When outs;de buyers from Nova
Scotia entered the picture the price of scallops and
halibut went up appreciably Yet the fishermen are
told the companies pay all they can for their
product.

We can easily see then why the sudden change
in price, with the advent of competition, only 10

creased the suspicion and mistrust among fishermen
Some of the companies' actions rightly or wrongly
have given the impression to fishermen that the
companies would like to remove competition. Com
petition of fishermen means better prices.
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This has ied to a further deteriorat ion of rela

tionship between fishermen in Port au Choix and
Fishery Products Ltd. The company says that it is
willing to hold discussions at any time or any place
with fishermen. These words are far removed from

reality as far as the fishermen are concerned. The only
basis upon which" the company will deal with them

is an individual one. The fishermen feel that they are
at a considerable disadvantage when dealing individ­
ually with a powerful fish company which has at its
disposal able resource people competent to take on
a variety of matters, some of which may not be
fully understood by the fishermen themselves.

The company has made the statement that
they are paying a fair price for fish. yet the actions
listed above have certainly given fishermen reason to
doubt this. In any event, is any company so en­
lightened or endowed with such gifted men as to
be completely entrusted with making decisions that
so seriously affect the lives of fishermen. Wouldn't
it be fairer to this company, to all companies and to
the government, to encourage fishermen to learn for
themselves to become more informed about the
structure of their industry and to be able to make a
responsible contribution to its development.

How will fishermen become more informed
and more involved and participate in a more mature
way if they are denied the right of collective action?
It is a fearsome thing in this day and age to see so
much power in the hands of so few. The old fears
and suspicions and uncertainties associated with the
fishery will multiply. It is a direct challenge to the
dignity of these men to deny them the right of
meaningful collective action; to deny them the right
to participate as equals in the industry that is their
very livelihood.

The present relationship of fishermen to both
government and industry constitutes a seflOUS social
injustice, a serious social imbalance.

The legal niceties as to the form and organiza·
tion of fishermen should take is quite secondary.
It would be deceitful or stupid or both to make this
the_issue. The thing that must be understood by the

Newfoundland industry and by the federal and
provincial governments is that a framework must be
plovided as the basis for a new relationship between
fishermen and industry and government.

One ought to be able to expect prompt
action on the part of both governments to encourage
this relationship. If they show any reluctance or
indifference it 'WOuld lead to serious misgivings on
the part of fIshermen. As recently as a few months
ago the federal !Fvernment authorized public money
to be spent at the fish plant in Port au Choix.
Therefore, the fishermen of Port au Choix would
like to know very much what the feeling of the
federal government is towards this proposal for a
new relationship between fishermen and fish com­
panies. They would equally like to know the reaction
of provincial politicians.

There will never be a successful fishing industry
in Newfoundland unless the pride and the dignity of
those who work on the water and in the plants is
understood as something to be nutured and not
ignored. If the fishermen are permitted to exercise
more power they will also be required to assume
more responsibility for the decisions they take. Can
there be anymore profound issue in this province
today?

FATHER DESMOND McGRATH

Parish Priest, Holy Redeemer Parish, Port Saunders.

1 ilm l'ml 1'11010

Union Office at I-ort <iU CI pi·
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BLACKHEAD
ROAD

RESIDENTS ~~E:;;;~
FORM

UNION

late last May 150 families of the Blackhead
Road area banded together. drew up a constitution,
elected an executive and formed a Householders
Union, the first of its kind in the history of this
Province. Its purpose was to offer people affected
by the urban renewal scheme under-way in the area,
an opportunity to sp~k out on matters that affect
their day to day lives and to insist on a place in the
policies and planning of the project. The scheme
takes in 186 acres with 45 additional acres of green
belt situated on the South Side Hills overlooking
the city of 51. John's. The present population of

the Blackhead Road area is estimated to be just over
2.000 and the estimated future populcrtion is 3.500

Before the formation of the Blackhead Road
Householders Union residents had already begun
grouping together with their problems and through
'The Voice', a weekly newsletter for householders
in the area, they were able to lobby for answers
from proper authorities for many of the uncertainties
facing them under this renewal scheme.

The newsletter was the idea of a core of 25
residents from 'The Brow' with Edward Horlick
acting as Editor. The first two issues came off the

hen,"! Tc~ram Pho"

press in April. Copies of the newsletter were sent to
more than 200 residents and to the various govern
ment agencies mvolved. They contained letters from
residents quest ioning everything dealing with their
place in the project, and the replies to these letters
were printed.

The Union's first objective under its new
President, John McGrath, was to inform the puhlic
of the problems which face its members and other
residents in the area, resulting from the urban renewal
project, and to inform other communities intending
to get into urban renewal about what has happened
to these and the other families so "they won't maKe
the same mistakes and get into the same situation
as we did."

Perhaps the thmg that spurred on the Umon
most were the many incidents of blasting which
caused considerable damagE" to a number of homes
and it was the May 27th incident whkh forced its
members to show their true colours. On the 29th
of May the complete project came to a halt when
members of the new Householders Union set up
picket lines across the main road blocking all vehicles
from entering the area and prevent ing the can
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The blasting had been going on since the

beginning of the Federal Provincial project started
last Fall which was designed to provide full-scale
public serviCes and utilities, to encourage raptd im­

provement in the conditIOns of existing housing. to
allow limited expansion on new serviced lots

The need for the Householders Umon arose
over the fact that several committee:. in the .-.1 ~a
had been formed to work closely With both federal

and provincial agencies on the project uut one had
been disbanded. one had the majority of members

resign and one was not set up under the contract
signed by federal·provincial governments under the
basis of the project planner's reports.

In the original urban renewal scheme water and
sewerage. replacement of access roads. division of
roads within the area and relocation of existing homes
was to be conducted to minimum standards especially
suited to conditions "in the fringe area," and with
which residents could easily be expected to comply.
"Economics of the essence" said the report and
gave an estimate of costs considerably under the
5500,000 mark But in 1964 another study was made
and the estimated costs soared to about $2.7 million
to be shared on a 50-50 basis by the federal and
provincial governments. When the current project
was finally announced the cost had risen again to
nearly $5.4 million and a final figure may exceed
that amount. The project is now considered to be
shaping up as an expensive and elaborate ur,dertaking
that may welt prove to be too costly to service and
maintain and generally beyond the means of the

people in the area.

Most importantly, the underlying original plan
seems to have changed, the subsidized housing aspect
is unpopular and although watet" and sev.elaqe would
be Installed free, people in the area feel as things
stand they could buy lots at cheapf'l" 1')1 ICC'S on an

open 1'01llIXtltive lOar~_et

Spokesmen for the Umon have said In tt"le local
pless that the members and residents in the area
have had "the ImpreSSIon that this program was to
h~p the people on the BlaC"khead Road with social
and economic problems" R~-tents were led to
believe that building lots would be available for as

low as 5500, later to discover that this Idea had

b,!Cn rejected by Ottawa and Central Mortgage and
HOUSing CorporatIon For those residents having
their homes expropriated the compensation given
was lower than the amount given to people under
the centralization program In view of the drastic
alteratIons In the size, scope and cost of the renewal
prOlect and ItS mevltable consequences one wonders
If completIon of the work wilt merely add to these

I-)Iobh:~ms

But as a direct result of the Householders
Umons demdllJS ~ reexaminahon of the whole
prf)glam has bE:en agreed to. although 9QClb of the
contract for the first phase of the development
scheme has been completed. Since its formation in
May the Unton has met on several occasions with
non-member residents in the area and has formed
committees to bargain directly with government and
with the various project committees. Early in July,
after one full week of meetings with government
authorities, the Union again called a halt to the
work and objected to the manner in which provincill
and federal authorities had dealt with resident's basic
frustration. At that time its members were determined
to hold out until they got satisfactory answers to

the many Questions and demanded that a complete

re-appraisal of the project be made before the second
phase was carried out. The Provincial Government.
however, disagreed, claiming that it would be point
less and wasteless to halt work because 90% of
phase one was already completed. But because of the
attention brought to their problem, Federal Housing
Minister Robert Andras agrefP that the situation
was a seriOUS one and that a reappraisal of the
scheme would be made to see if a solution could be

found Municipal Affairs Minister Eric Dawe has Slid
that by September water and sewerage connectionS
would be completed and all pavement in the area
finished The installation of street lights would .Ito
be wrapped up 10 that period of time

One can only hope that the re-examinatIOn of
thiS prOject Will bring forth the solution to many of
Ihe problems for these people. The Blackhead Road
Urban Renewal Scheme has caused considerable
comment in both the ktcal and mainland press and
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A STRUGGLE

FOR SURVIVAL

In November the executive and members
of the nineteen year old Newfoundland Fed­
eration of Fishermen meet to determine its
fate and according to General Secretary Pat
Antle, if there is no co-operation from fisher­
men, government and the industry by that
time - "We might as well lock her (The
Federation) up and forget about it."

Mr, Antle feels that the reason the Fed·
eration lacks the faith of the fishermen is
"because it is so handicapped and has failed
in two important things - getting prices
agreeable to fishermen and getting bargaining
rights recognition from fish merchants."

As much as he would like to see the
Federation have the power to call a strike
and demand higher returns from the industry
"What will the men do for groceries if they
go on strike?"

There's no denying the Federation is
handicapped in its efforts to strengthen itself.
During the spring months, Mr, Antle sought
a large increase in the Federation's annual
grant received from government, in order to
bring about "a break or bust organizational
drive to increase membership." Plans were to
hire three organizers to canvass the province
before the annual meeting in November and
increase the membership from 3,000 to 10,000
thus representing about 90% of the full-time
fishermen in the province.

Seeking S100,OOO from the S650,000
trust fund established by the Commission
of Government and held by the Provincial
Government since Confederation, Mr. Antle

1'.I,l:\.' Iii

NEWFOUNDLAND

claimed that the 520,000 annual grant now
comes from interest on these funds and that
the new amount could just as well come
from "our own money."

Instead, the Government raised the grant
to S30,OOO explaining that the fund referred
to by Mr. Antle was not a fishermen's fund,
but an export levy collected by Commission
Government on all quintals of salt cod export­
ed to foreign markets and that although "1 n
the broadest sense it has come out of the
pockets of the fishermen and belonged to

them" it had been transferred to a bond
issue in -: 968 and now formed part of the
government general cash assets in the consol­
idated revenue fund. The 520,000 received
annually by the Federation, the Government
stated, was in a separate account, Mr. Antle
is pessimistic that the $10,000 raise will cover
the expenses of sending efficient men into
the field to reorganize the fishermen, and is
uncertain about plans for what was intended
to be a massive effort to rejuvenate his
organization.
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At the same time Mr. Antle called for

the recognition of the Federation by the
Fish Trades Association and The Canadian
Saltfish Corporation as the official representa­
tives of fishermen in the province, assuring
them that if they wanted "tougher measures
as opposed to amiable negotiations, they'll
get it - if not trom him, from someone else."

In support of its demands tor recognition,
the Federation pointed out that it was re­
sponsible for obtaining federal financial assist­
ance for the industry when it was in trouble
during 1968 and that there has been no
recognition of this action. Mr. Antle also
sought to change the Labour Relations Act
to include fishermen so that they receive the
same protection as other workers do under
the act. The results of these actions on the
part of Mr. Antle and the strength of The
Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen will
not perhaps be evident until the November
meeting when all those concerned with the
future role of the Federation will have to stand
up and be counted.

SHRIMP THE SUBJECT
OF ATLAI'ITIC FISHERIES CONFERENCE

The firm establishment of a prosperous
shrimp fishery in the Atlantic Coast provinces
is the main objective of a conference to be
held in Fredericton, N.B., October 27-29. The
three-day meeting will be unique in that it
will provide encouragement for the develop­
ment of a new fishery in an area not previously
fished to any great extent for shrimp.

Explorations by federal and provincial
agencies during past years have indicated that
commercial quantities of pink shrimp are
present in several areas of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, and comparatively small-scale fish­
ing operations have borne out the prospects
of profitable operations.
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At the October conference specialists
from Canada and other countries will bring
to the attention of fishermen and others in­
volved in the industry the catching and pro­
cessing methods that have proved to be suc­
cessful in other parts of the world. Govern­
mental experts and others will outline the
possibilities indicated by exploratory work
already carried out and discuss future plans,
Quality control, storage and marketing will
also be discussed.

The conference will be sponsored by the
Federal-Provincial Atlantic Fisheries Commit­
tee, which is made up of the deputy ministers
responsible for fisheries in the federal govern­
ment and the governments of Quebec, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island
and Newfoundland. It will be similar to one
held in Fredericton a year ago to consider
the orderly development of the crab fishery
of the Atlantic provinces.

The specie. of shrimp with which the
forthcoming meeting will be concerned is
smaller than the Gulf of Mexico shrimp, and
is a tasty and high priced product which find.
a ready market in the United States and
Europe. There has been a limited fishery for
pink shrimp in Quebec in recent years and
for the past two years in the Bay of Fundy.
In that area 37 New Brunswick draggers
landed about two million 'pounds in 1969.
Most of the catch was cooked on board the
vessels before being landed for further pro­
cessing at five shore-based plants.

In addition to the anticipated expansion
of the fishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
good possibilities are reported from the south·
west coast of Nova Scotia and some areas of
Newfoundland. The Federal Department of
Fisheries and Forestry is continuing shrimp
explorations, in co-operation with the prov­
inces.
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1970 MARKS HISTORIC CHANGE IN SALT FISH INDUSTRY

One of the most significant changes to
occur in our fishing industry since its early
beginning happened last spring with the es­
tablishment of the Canadian Sailfish Corpor·
ation. Designed to bring our oldest industry
into the twentieth century, the Crown Cor­
poration was set up under federal law and
through an act of Parliament came into
existence in April.

Its purpose was to stabilize the trouble­
some industry and to increase the income of
the fishermen. But it is the latter point that
is the most important, for it is on this premise
that the Corporation recommended by several
royal commissions down through the years,
has set its pol icy and stated its aims.

Its birth was not without pain, for it
met with delay atter delay and strong oppos­
ition on the part of the trade concerned that

Aidan Maloney. President of the newly
formed Canadian Sattfish Corporation.

I drn Lmt l"h"l"

the Corporation would make redundant their
traditional methods and practires of buying,
handling and marketing fish.

As early as last Febru.,-y. the 20 memo
ber Newfoundland Fish Trades Association
appeared before the Commons Fisheries Com­
mittee in Ottawa to present their objections
and reservations to certain aspects of the
Corporation. Although they agreed with the
bill in principle, they wanted certain additional
safeguards to protect their place in the industry
and adequate compensation for those firms
and individuals who would be adversely af­
fected.

But inspite of the opposition, delay and
criticism the Corporation set up headquarters
in St. John's and with a ten million dollar
fund to promote the industry and enable it
to buy and hold fish in advance of sales. it
began its first season of operation in May
and has been buying, selling and trading fish
in the markets for Newfoundland, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec.

Early in its operation the Corporation
entered into agreement with many companies
and firms to buy. store, dry and package
saltfish for the export points. Fees were
arranged and these companies began their job
as agents of the Corporation, collecting and
assembling on its behalf. Although agreement
was reached with these agents, and the fees
for these services well defined, they had not
been easily negotiated and during the first
season of its operation. the Corporation has
run into many frustrations. It has not by any
means reversed the three centuries of trad
itional methods of buying and selling fish
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described by Richard Crewe, Marketing Man­
ager for the Corporation as being "grossly

inefficient", nor has it succeeded in raising
the standard of quality detrimental to the
industry for SO long. But it could hardly be
expected to accomplish this in a few months.

It has however, by announcing a min­
imum price list in May, removed much of the
risk from the fishermen of Newfoundland and
Labrador. For the first time in over three
hundred years these men have not had to
commit their catch to a particular buyer in
order to obtain supplies and although many
were surprised to find that they were dealing
with the traditional buyers, they were assured
by the President of the Corporation, Aidan
Maloney, that they were selling to only one
buyer, the Corporation, for only one price,
that which was set by the Corporation.

In August Mr. Crewe went to Europe
where he successfully negotiated some large
contracts for the supply of salt fish to Italy,
Spain, and Portugal. These contracts have
resulted in improved prices for the fishermen
over the minimum prices set in May and
closing prices, to be announced this month,
will pay the fishermen the difference after
deductions have been made for the operation
expenses of the Corporation.

As great as these changes are that have
been brought about by the establishment of
the Corporation, even greater changes to the
industry are possible if the fishermen fully
understand that the new company has been
set up to act on their behalf and that without
their co-operation and confidence it cannot
in itself perform the miracles that are needed
to bring the saltfish industry into a prominent
position worthy of the respect it is owed in
this century.
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PRICES OFFEREO BY NEW CORPORATION

Opening prices for saltfish were first announced
May by the Corporation and were based on cal­

culations made of the market at that time plus the
cost of handling, processing, and exporting.

They were: quintal (one hundred and twelve
pounds) prices for salt cod included $33.00 for large
choice, $31.00 for medium choice and $28.00 for
small choice. Large prime will bring $30.00 a quintal,
medium prime $28.00 arKt small prime $26.00.
Large thirds $17.50, medium $15.50 and small thirds
$13.00. Prices for tom cod was $14.00 per quintal,
large and medium West Indian $9.00 and small West
Indian $7.00.

In July the Canadian Saltfish Corporation issued
new prices which were an improvement over the
opening prices set in May. These new prices came
about because of recent contracts with buyers for
substantial quantities at improved prices and a mark..
assessment made of the West Indian in July.

Under the revised prices, Number One' salt bulk,
extra large, large, and medium sell for $26.00 per
drah of 224 pounds (previous price $22.00); smlll
$22.00 (previous price $19.00); Number Two SIlt
bulk, extra large, large, medium $21.00 per draft of
224 pounds (previous price $19.00); small $18.00
(previous price $17.00).

Prices for the other grades are large madeil'l
$22.50 per quintal of 112 pounds (previous price
$19.50); medium madeira $21.50 (previous price
$18.5O);small madeira $19.50 (previous price $16.501;
tom cod $17.00 (previous price $14.(0); large thirds
$19.50 (previous price $17.50); medium thirds 517.50
(previous price $15.50); small thirds $15.00 (previous
price $13.(0).

These prices could again be subject to upward
review if marketing conditions improve before the
end of the season.
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THE MEN BEHIND THE SCENES

The newly established Canadian Saltfish Cor­
poration is headed by Dr. Ernest P. Weeks, former
ExeOJtive Director of the Atlantic Development
Soard and Special Advisor to federal Fisheries
Minister Jack Davis. Its President is Aidan Maloney,
former Provincial Minister of Fisheries. Mr. Maloney
was appointed to the Corporation in April and'
resigned his seat in the House of Assembly as liberal
member of the ferryland District.

One of the top officers of the Corporation is
the Marketing Manager, Richard Crewe, formally
Director of Marketing with the Provincial Depart­
ment of fisheries. Mr. Carew has been involved in
marketing since 1953 in Europe and the West Indies
and his job with the Corporation is to initiate dis­
tribution and sales promotion, to establish informa­
tion on conditions in foreign markets.

The other men on the team are Production
Manager, Brendan Kennedy, who was previously
Production Manager of Steers Limited. Mr. Kennedy
will implement policies in the transportation, pro'
cessing and warehousing of saltfish. Maintaining the
accounts of the Corporation is HU,bert Hickey, The
Comptroller, one of several key men hired from the
former saltfish organization NAFEl, which has been
responsible for the export of saltfish from Newfound­
land for the past 20 years,

An Advisory Committee was set up in June
to advise the Board of Directors of the Corporation
and although it has not been filled it is made up of
such men as P.J. Antle, General Secretary of the
Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen, lester D.
Andrews, a fishing captain from Wesleyville, lorenzo
Drodge, fishermen from Black Duck Cove, John C.
Molloy from St. Shotts, Harold Mifflen of Mifflen
Fisheries Limited of Catalina, Frederick Earle of
Earle Brothers Fisheries limited, Carbonear, and Mr.
A.B. Periin of St. John's.
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CORPORATIONS PLANS AND
POLICIES FOR THE FUTURE

When the newly established Canadian
Saltfish Corporation begins its second season
of operation in 1971 the markets will hav&..
been assessed, freight rates, drying prices and
the cost of packaging established and an
opening price for fishermen will have been
arrived at. Richard Crewe, Marketing Manager
for the corporation stated that he felt con­
fident that fishermen would know well in
advance what to expect for their catch and
that the opening prices would be as close as
possible to the final price offered by the
corporation during the 1971 season.

With the experience of this season under
their belt, the officers of the Corporation
hope that fishermen throughout Newfound­
land and Labrador will be familiar with the
operation of the Corporation and be well
aware of the fact that there will no longer be
competition among agents acting on behalf
of the corporation with regard to prices ­
only in regard to the service they offer.

By 1971 the Corporation hopes to have
moved into areas where it can assist both the
fishermen and the agent in producing a higher
quality product as there is little demand for
the present product and little return for the
fishermen.

In the recent interview with DECKS
AWASH Mr. Crewe pointed out that the
market required more control over the pro·
duction, as today, people were in the position
to buy anything they want and were prepared
to pay top prices for quality. He finds it
heart-breaking that Newfoundland has not
been able to establish high grades of salt cod
and feels that it can have as much glamour
in international markets as smoked salmon.
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He went on to say that as long as Newfou nd­
land continues to produce BO% or 90%
Spanish quality, fishermen will never receive
the full return of their product- He felt
confident that the markets are there and that
Newfoundland can retain a large share of these
markets if it is prepared to package and to
send salt cod in a way that is attractive and
appealing to these markets.

Stronger measures of control will come
into effect in 1971 as the Corporation intends
to see that strict standards are adhered to by _
both fishermen and agents alike_ At present
the Corporation is using instructors from the
Industrial Development staff of the Depart­
ment of Fisheries, but for 1971 it plans to
have qualified inspectors in the field who will
endeavour to bring about stronger measures
of control and have the authority to inspect
at both the store level and plant level.

The overall aims of the Canadian Sailfish
Corporation are to work towards a centralized
program that will provide greater co-ordination
in collecting and processing; stabilize the
industry and encourage efficient agents to
continue in business; strengthen the Canadian
bargaining position in international markets
and eventually eliminate the many agents,
importers and wholesalers now involved in
the industry thus offering a larger return to
the fishermen. But for 1971 the success of
the Corporation will depend not only on the
markets, the size of the catch, the condition
under which it is handled and the skill and
effort of the fishermen to meet the highest
possible standards of quality, it will depend
on the strength and suppon of all fishermen,
business men and the communities involved
if it is to continue into the future.

SALTFISH PLANTS
AT HALF CAPACITY

When Aidan Maloney, President of tre Can·
adian Saltfish Corporation, addressed the St. John's
Rotary Club in July he stressed the fact that most
saltfish plants in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland
have the capacity for twice the amount of fish they
are producing.

"If present saltfish production were spread
evenly among the plants, each would be working at
roughly 50 per cent capacity."

He said this area of the industry will have to
be looked at c10sety in view of the mandate given
the Sahfish Corporation to improve fishermen's
earnings by reducing losses.

He went on to say that 90 per. cent of the
fish being exported were "small or extra small". He
expressed doubt as to whether or not the production
level of the past two or three years can be maintained.
He attributed this to a number of reasons beyond
the organization's control, such as catch failure,

It was the hope' of the Corporation to see the
establishment of warehouses for saltfish in the im­
porting countries, so that these countries could
become more closely identified with the product.

Mr. Maloney told the group of visits made by
the Corporation s Marketing Manager, Richard Crewe,
to the Caribbena where he established the Crown
Corporation as the sole seller of saltfish in that area.
As a result of these visits, substantial improvements
in prices to fishermen over those announced in May
were made possible early in July

His speech concluded with a progress report
on the Saltfish Corporation since its inception in
April when first priority was given to the draw!ng
up of saltfish prices in advance of the fishing season.
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Approximately 435 million pounds were
landed by these fishermen valued at some 26
million dollars under the following categories;

TABLE 1
a

P.E.I. N.S. N.B. aUE. NFLD.
Full time " 159

Pert time 1.627 451 1,686 2.541 1,057

Occ..lonel 1.742 1,188 2,463 1,379 92'

Toni 3.369 1,642 4,161 3,920 2,737

THE GULF OF Sf. LAWRENC
INTERNATIONAL

OR
INTERNAL

WATERS?
BY

HARVEY BEST PRODUCERIMANAGER

EXTENSION SERVICE FILM UNIT

One of the richest sea resource areas
within the confines of the Canadian land mass
is the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Where Newfound·
land and Labrador almost touch at the Straits
of Bell Isle, the opening to the Atlantic is
only nine miles wide. From Cape Ray, in New­
foundland, to Cape North, in Nova Scotia,
the distance is approximately ninety miles.
Except for these two openings, the Gulf
waters wash the Canadian shores on all sides.

This large expanse of water supports huge
commercial quantities of cod, hake, red fish,
halibut, flounder, haddock, herring, mackerel,
shrimp, lobster, crab, oysters and sea weed.
Each spring another self-renewing resource,
the seal fishery, moves into the Gulf. For
generations the fishermen of Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Quebec
have reaped the harvest of these rich Gulf
waters.

In 1967, the latest date for which com·
prehensive figures are available, there were
15,829 so called fishermen in the Gulf area.
Yet this is not necessarily an accurate picture,
as there may well be those who have caught
only a few smelts who classify as fishermen.
The breakdown was as follows:

TABLE II
a c

Grounclfish

Pf!llollic & Eu~ri... 1

MolluKS & Cfusta~ans

Lbs. S
240,000,000 $9,500,000

170,000,000 3.500.000

25,000,000 13,000.000
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But Canadian fishermen are not alone in

the Gulf. For many years, its ground fish
stocks have also been heavily fished by
foreign fleets which are apparently taking out
larger quantities than those caught by all the
Canadian fishermen. At one point during 1969,
some 90ships from two countries were fishing
in the Cape North area and for the last two
years the fishermen of the Northwest coast
of Newfoundland have suffered extensive gear
loss because of these foreign ships.

The stocks remaining for Canadian fish­
ermen, who in most cases fish in much smaller
boats than their foreign comrades, are de·
creasing yearly. The heavily increased pressure
on all stocks foretells the destruction of a
resource that CQuld. with a controlled ap­
proach, produce indefinitely.

Although the Gulf area has been marked
as internal waters, the Federal government
recognizes so many special rights for other
countries, particularly the United States and
France, that the designation of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence as Canadian waters is nothing
more than a formal ity. If the government of
Canada would stop trying to be the man on
the ass, pleasing everyone at the expense of
our own fishermen, and make the Gulf of St.
Lawrence truly Canadian waters, we could
then begin to harvest these rich resources
instead of mining them. This would then
insure steady yields in the years ahead and
larger, more certain incomes for the fisher­
men of the Gulf area.

To effectively harvest these waters, more
applied research would be required, but there
is some information available now on which
reasonable regulations could be based. This is
particularly true of lobster and there is
possibly sufficient information available on
red fish, only now recovering from extensive
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over fishing. Research work on cod is being
carried out, but to date herring has been
fished heavily with no idea of the effect of
this on the stocks.

We have only to look at the waters of
British Columbia to see what can happen
with herring when unrestricted fishing occurs.
After a few years of intensive fishing, the
government of Canada has had to prohibit the
herring fishing on the Pacific coast.

If Canada acts now it still has an opper
tunity to take a controlled approach to our
marine resources and to maximize production
on a sustaining basis in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. But in order to do this it must
exclude the foreign fleets. Then and only then
will this insu re the continued existence of a
rich resource capable of sustaining commun­
ities and their fishermen scattered along the
Canadian coast line that borders these waters.

The fishermen of all the Gulf area should
demand that their future be protected now.

Blackhead Road Restdents cont. from page 17

it has been obvious to anyone close to the project
that a great deal of discomfort and actual hardship
has been inflicted on the people living there. "Houses
have been damaged, fences torn down, roads torn
up and enough dust stirred up to create a sand
storm. Construction companies have often left the
impression that they regard themselves as beyond
the ordInary laws of courtesy and respect for private
property."

The people on the Blackhead Road have indeed
suffered from these. On several occasions mothers
in the area have had to show deep concern and take
definite action for the safety of their children, th~ir

homes and properties. What is perhaps more important
is that these people have had no opportunity to
participate in the planning and the policy for a
project which so greatly affects their lives and the
generations to come after them.
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ROUND N'ABOUT is about people and
places. If your community. or a group in the
community is actively involved in 'self-help'
projects be sure and let us know. Write to
The Editor, Decks Awash, Extension Service.
Memorial University of Newfoundland, St.
John's, or pass the information on to the
Extension Service field worker in your area.

E!URIN PENINSULA

Fishermen in Lords Cove, on the Burin
Peninsula, banded together this summer and
with the assistance of their Local Improvement
Committee marketed some 3,000 pounds of
lump fish roe in Germany to a company
dealing in cavier.

The Improvement Committee, along with
committees from Taylor's Bay, Lamaline,
Point au Gaul, and Point May have all had a
busy summer. Together they held an informal
meeting with Transport Minister, Donald
Jamieson, to discuss such issues as the paving
of the road which links these and other
communities along the foot of the Peninsula.
Apparently this road does not, like others in
the area, come under DREE.

This meeting was the forerunner of a
"wo day conference held in Lamaline on
September 25 and 26. Sponsored by the
Extension Service at the request of the
Lamaline Area Development Association, the
conference dealt with education, fisheries and
economic development. Mr. Jamieson was
present along with representatives of the
Extension Service of Memorial University,
the Department of Community and Social
Developmen t, Mines Agr icu Itu re and Resou rces,
Municipal Affairs, Fisheries, Education and
Highways.

Fishermen at Lords Cove prepare lump fISh
roe for shipment to caviar markets in Germeny

1·.lIn Lntt Phow

PORT AU P0tlT PEl'lIi'i§ULA

Inspite of the lack of ARDA funds
since March, a local improvement committee
on the eastern section of the peninsula took
on the job of raising money for fertilizer and
equipment needed for farming in the area.
According to reports, there was a much larger
yield of vegetables this summer due to the
co-operative efforts of these men.

A unique exchange program took place
on the Peninsula this summer. Twelve stu­
dents from the Central High School, Cape
St. George, spent two weeks in homes in
Montreal each returning with a student from
Quebec. Travelling expenses were underwritten
by the Dept. of the Secretary of State, but
pocket money was raised by the students
themselves. There was only one stipulation,
that each student be bilingual. This was not a
difficult feat when one realizes that the
majoflty of families in Cape 51. George are
direct descendants of families who sailed from
Brittany on the coast of France in the 18th
century and settled on the Peninsula.



lilm l ~l t I'hOlO

DECKS AWASH

Shipyard at Shoal Bay on Fogo Island is a
partner project with the Producers Co-operative
and has contributed to a large increase in
wages on the island. I ilm lnit l'hnlo

With the Producers and Shipbuilders
Co-operative, the Improvement Committee,
the Lions Club and the Integrated School
Board all in action, things have been happen­
ing on Fogo Island which have significantly
changed the attitude of the people and
brought together the ten communities on the
Island.

Having just completed its third year of
operation, the Co-op has contributed largely
to this change and has played an important
part in reducing the welfare bill on the Island.
Some 300 men, over 80 on a seasonal basis,
have been employed by the Co-op and mem­
bership has risen from 350 to 750 with each
member contributing 5% of the value of his
catch. The Co-op shipyard at Shoal Bay, which
has already turned out 8 longliners, is in the
midst of constructing four more. Making fish
boxes kept many of the men busy during
last winter and with the help of members of
the Improvement Committee benches and
tables for the new Central Park were con-

structed at :he shipyard. The Park is a
community project initiated by the Lions
Club with the help of the Department of
Community and Social Development. Com­
plete with lodge, it is situated in the centre
of the Island and was designed to serve the
children of all communities.

It is these very children that perhaps
best reflect the change that has been brought
about on Fogo Island as it was they, with the
hel p of many parents, who raised S20,000
during two marathons for a new central
integrated high school. Money has now been
alloted by the government to the Terra Nova
Integrated School Boa'd and work on the
central school begins in November. Plans are
to design the school for use as a community
centre providing adult education, workshops
and other activities for all the residents of
the Island.

School children in Stag Harbour, Fogo Island
get a chance to see themselves, their families
and communities on the Island at Extension
Service Film screening.
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