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THE END OF AN HISTORIC HU

An historic day, Friday, April 6, 18
the Arctic Endeavour docks for what
the last time in the old sealing port
John's.

The waterfront was blocked
‘townies’ out to greet the vessel, Iadenui'
over 12,000 pelts. The only ship to
journey this year, the Endeavour will
head for Harbour Deep to unload the s
the plant in Dildo having sold its full ca
flippers to a single St. John's buyer,
crew’s own catch was being sold on the |
of the ship when DECKS AWASH arri
the scene — for as little as a dollar a pair,

The voyage was described by Caj
Gillett as ‘near perfect’ encountering &
some difficulties with wgather ro
Bonavista — the best sailing in twenty
taking just one month for the round
with the largest hunt recorded by the Ar
Endeavour since the ‘68 voyage when
totalled 26 thousand pelts.

Dear Sir:

Bonne Bay has one of the finest harbours
in Newfoundland and possibly in the world.

There are 80 miles of Coastline between
Bonne Bay and Port Saunders with no real
harbour in between. There are several com-
munities which are looking for large Government
Grants or loans to try to remedy this. But the
Provincial and Federal Governments do not have
that kind of money, and if they did spend several
millions of dollars then it would still only enable
small boats (such as long-liners-trapboats) to
land.

In my opinion, the day of the long-liner is
practically over and the main reason for this is
their size. They are much too small, and the
types of gear they use is obsolete.

If Bonne Bay is to survive, it must
some type of processing plant with a fleet
draggers. Each dragger should be not less ti
200 tons because draggers this size are needed f
distance as well as large carrying capacity. If w
had such a plant it would employ approxima
300 people — draggers with 200 — giving a
overall labour force of 500, and in a couple
years our population would grow very rapidly.

So, to Sum it all up:
(1) Bonne Bay has a perfect Harbour
(2) Bonne Bay has people
(3) Bonne Bay has the local ini
and all we need is some good
ment support.
Al Sheppard,
Woody Point.
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EDITOR'S COMMENT

In the 500 years since John Cabot reported that the waters around
“New-founde-lande” were teeming with fish, this Island and Labrador
have been used by the nations of the world as a service station. Except
for brief moments in our history, the people that settled this Island
have not, unlike their Icelandic neighbours, had full control of their
destinies or of the rich resources abundant in the seas surrounding
them.

As we enter the last quarter of this century it would appear that

these rich now have provi us with a way of
life no longer deemed worthy by the i il b
and politicians of an i ial North A ica. Today that way of life

offers fewer and fewer people an acceptable standard of living and has
thus declined almost to the point at which it began — that of a station
servicing the fishing nations of the world.

Yet there are those who feel that such resources and the industry

loiting them, if properly and developed could provide a
viable way of life for the many Newfoundlanders forced on to seek
work elsewhere or to accept welfare. There are also those who feel
strongly that should we decide to have full control over the planning
and ing of these , the fi ies could be indeed worthy
of the ies of ions of Newfoundlanders ahead.

In researching this issue of DECKS AWASH there is only one very
obvious fact that can be presented as the sum total of that research —
that there does not exist in this Province — or in Ottawa — a cohesive
development program for the fisheries — that all segments of the
industry and both levels of government are in no way bound together in
a common plan or a set direction.

The directions being taken are as varied as the approaches are
diversified and the industry with its patch work operation is today a
flection of itself th 1y our history. Added to this is a work
force, by its ding in the ic and social strata of
North American society with little or no influence in the policies
affecting it.

In this issue of DECKS AWASH we have attempted to respond to
the urgency and frustration evident in the fisheries throughout this
Province and have sought to provide the opinions of the policy makers
— at least these who have publicly expressed their views. We have also
attempted to indicate the vague and somewhat remote policies that
exist in our fisheries and to present the views of some of our people
affected by the industry.




Policy
Makers
Or

Play
Makers?

Daily News Photo

Federal Fisheries ‘to
the

The Federal Scene

It is believed by many concerned with the fisheries in
Newfoundland and Labrador, that the policies governing this
industry lie with the Federal Government of Canada and that such
policies are designed by men, far removed and well hidden in the
corridors of big buildings in Ottawa. If such is the case, then the
policies are well camouflaged and the policy makers well hidden.

The only fact that is obvious to all is that Federal Govern-
ments and the Provincial administration during the past 20 years
have sought to diversify the economic base of the Province away
from the fishery. During those years, many millions of dollars have
been pumped into the fisheries in a desperate attempt to prop up a
decaying industry until diversification of the economic base is a
fact of life.

Meanwhile, the Federal Government of Canada continues to
support advanced research into the marine resources of its
continental shelves, shares part of the cost of industrial develop-
ment in the fisheries and through its newly organized Department
of the Environment offers a wide range of services to the industry.
It enforces regulations on Canadian fishermen, demands that fish
plants and their production meet with standards set, offers
insurance and indemnity on fishing vessels, while continuing to
play the role of international peace maker.

As for the policies that shape the development of the fishery
as an industry, Mr. Davis has had this to say concerning his
department’s role, that it was to ‘protect the resources and improve
the yeild to fishermen’.

Mr. Davis has been up front on the fisheries scene since he
joined the Trudeau administration in 1968 and has made more
visits to Newfoundland that any other Federal Minister of Fisheries
— three since he d the i portfolio
almost four years ago.

But what of the policies? Indications are that the Federal
Government is indeed drafting policies that will affect the direction
of the fisheries in the future — but it would appear that behind the
scenes it is the Department of Regional Economic Expansion, and
not Environment, that hint of blueprints drafted to correspond to
the theories of academics that may well be the controlling factor
governing the expansion of the fisheries. While we spend our

;nd improve the yeil;
Jack Davis

gies begging a ingly unsy! hetic federal g to
find solutions to our every problem, it may well be that in future,
we may not have to deal with these problems.



The Provincial Scene

Without wanting to stand in judgement on the Provincial
Department of Fisheries, we share the opinions expressed through-
out this issue of DECKS AWASH, that the department’s role as a
policy maker during these past two decades has been thwarted to
say the least, and in most instances non-existent. With the change
of government, the Department may well become the main force
shaping future policies effecting the fisheries, but in the past year
or so there has been visible emphasis on the role of the
Newfoundland Fisheries Development Authority under the new
leadership of Rupert Prince, the former Director of Industrial
Development with the Federal Department of Fisheries (now
Environment).

The Authority, set up in the fifties, seems to have taken on a
new shape and direction and has set out on cost sharing programs
with the federal g 1o ‘rati ize and develop N
land commercial flshenes at a rate equal to or exceedmg the annual
rate of growth of the total provincial economy’. Mr. Prince believes
that this objective will be realized:

A

New
Direction
For
Fisheries
Policies?

by increasing productivity and encouraging planned

Extension Photo

diversification;

the province;

products;

results;

by increasing value added to fishery products within

by co-operating in further development of efficient
distribution and marketing methods for fishery

by increasing returns to fishermen;

by encouraging industry participation in the con-
ception and planning of development projects;

by initiating and/or carrying out programs of an
exploratory or experimental nature and evaluating

by establishing and maintaining close liaison with
relevant organizations or individuals;

Chairman Rupert Prince by making available such information as may be
deemed of interest to the fishing industry or the

general public;

by promoting provincial fishery products;

by advising and recommending to the government in
respect of all matters concerning fishery develop-

ment.
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industry.

Good Outlook Predicted

reprint of a speech presented by the Authorities Chairman Rupert
Prince at a Harbour Grace conference sponsored by Memorial’s
Extension Service in which he describes his opinions on the
fisheries and presents an outlook on the future development of the

Evening Telegram, November 24,1971

HARBOUR GRACE (Staff) — The day when the fishing
industry had to take a back seat to other commercial
industries in the province is “‘far gone’ says Rupert Prince of
the land Fisheries D Authority.

Speaking Tuesday at the three-day development con-
ference here, Mr. Prince said no longer is the fishery a place
for people to go because they cannot find jobs elsewhere.
“It's a damned honest business . . and can be made into the
number one resource industry of the province,” he added, as
Newfoundland accounts for a large volume of fish exported
to foreign countries.

Mr. Prince said the authority is keenly aware of the need
to upgrade the fishery and a new look is being taken at the
setup of the authority designed to better assist the industry.
This will include expanding the staff and its area of influence.
He said all along the authority has relied heavily on the
federal input, but now the province has recognized the era of
change that has taken place and so the authority is being
reorganized. The authority, he said, is engaged in highly
technical work in fishery development ranging from develop-
ment of fish hooks to specialty fish products.

Mr. Prince outlined some of the projects the authority is
engaged in and some of its future plans designed to encourage
diversification of the industry. He said experiments were
undertaken this year with a new form of Japanese gear for
inshore fishing and it has had a “good effect.” It is helping
the dwindling inshore fishery in that the net catches more
fish than the conventional one now in use.

Mr. Prince said extensive surveys have started this year
to determine if there are commercial quantities of offshore
caplin to warrant production to relieve the pressure on the
herring fishery. He added, if conservation measures are not
instituted in the herring fishery then it could be in "dire
trouble.”” The offshore caplin survey he said, has had limited
success.

Experiments were also being conducted with a Scottish
method of herring drift nets which would permit extensions
of the herring season. It would also, he said, reduce the
danger to fishermen.

Mr. Prince stressed that in all the authority does “'the
buck is in mind" at all times as the results have to provide
advantages for the fishermen.

Development of the Irish peat moss industry was also
outlined by Mr. Prince who said a five-year survey is
underway jo identify where commercial quantities of the
moss are located. In the Port au Port area, he said, eight
million pounds have been found and this generates a lot of
money on the world market. The Irish moss found in
Newfoundland is a phar grade and ingly, he
said “'the eyes of the world market are upon us."”

There is “a real healthy development” underway in the
shrimp industry in the province and what is being attempted
now is to get shrimp packaged in bottles and cans with some
type of sauce and a label denoting that it is a product of
Newfoundland. At present, shrimp caught locally are peeled
and frozen and shipped to Scandinavia.

Mr. Prince told the conference about a program
whereby local fishermen can be sent to plants in other parts
of the world to study new methods an+ techniques used in
the fish industry. This, he added, has resulted in “some very
good results.”

Mr. Prince stressed the authority is not comprised of
“people with crystal balls” and local people must become
involved in of plans for of fish
resources in their area,

Referring specifically to Harbour Grace, Mr. Prince said
there is potential in the shell fish line in this area. The
authority, he added, has proven that crab stocks are in
commercial quantities and now it is up to the industry people
to go seek funds to develop it. Also, he said plans call for a
service centre in Harbour Grace which, while not generating
any great amount of money, would help the community
develop its fishery. There have been problems getting this
underway, he added, mainly with land acquisitions, but it
appears it will become a reality “pretty soon.”



Save Our Fisheries Association

For most of the past five years, DECKS AWASH has observed
and reported on the fishing industry in this Province. During those
years, it has watched while the federal government has reminded us
of the international rights of other fishing nations, while the fish
trades exhausted their lobbying power and the scientists, biologists
and fishermen expressed a growing concern about the future of the
fishing industry and of the increasing pressure on fish stocks in the
western north Atlantic.

Even now, while the great trawler and factory ships of the
fishing nations of the world vacuum the bottom of our continental
shelf, the politicians in Ottawa still speak cautiously about the
international complexities of the situation and the diplomatic
niceties that must be observed.

What appears to be for the first time in our history, that same
trade, the fishermen and the public whose livelihoods depend on
the fisheries speak with one voice in expressing a common concern,
realizing fully the severity of the problem as it affects the industry
in this Provmcs That one voice is SOFA, Save our Fisheries
Associ: hed on S 3, 1971, when the ‘trade’
sought to share its frustrations and failures with others and joined
forces in a call for help.

Headed by Gus Etchegary, the Association is made up of
some 14 groups represemmg the fishermen’s union and federation,
the trade and other
organizations directly affected by the fishing industry. During the
short time since its inception, it has made its voice heard on radio
and television, has sought the support of other maritime provinces
and has made several trips to Ottawa to be heard.

Yet there are many fishermen and members of the general
public that are still asking what the Association is all about and
whether or not it is of any real importance to them. There are still
those who doubt its motives and feel that its only purpose is to
support the trade and the fish companies in their battle with big
trawlers. These suspicions arise perhaps from the statements made
by Mr. Etchegary regarding the use of gill nets and the future role
of the longliner in the fisheries.

We personally believe that the creation of SOF A has been one
of the most significant developments in the fisheries during the
past year and could, if successful, bring about a more effective
conservation and fisheries policy that would be instrumental in
providing a sustained harvest for a number of species.

Policy
Maker
Or
Pressure
Group?

If SOFA is not successful
in persuading governments
that more aggressive action
is required in conserving
our stocks, the decline of
the fishery will become
even more rapid and
whether Newfoundland,
Ottawa or the foreign
fleets control the conti-
nental shelf will hardly be
significant.
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NFFAW

The Newtoundland Fishermen, Food and Allied
Workers is now a fact of life in this Province, having
just completed its first year term. During the past
somewhat stormy 12 months, much of its energies
has been channelled into the eight month long
dispute at Burgeo and the more recent Marystown
strike, and while efforts to organize the fishermen
throughout the Province have been curtailed due
largely to this, other plants in the interim have been
organized and reorganized by the industry.

Apart from the financial and personnel resources
of the NFFAW that were absorbed by the major
strike in Burgeo, a great deal of time and energy has
been spent haggling with the clumsy legislation under
which the union must operate. This legislation was
introduced following the Union’s Convention last
spring and is basically a re-wording of the labour
relations act. Today, even after a year, there are no
specific guidelines developed that clearly define the
inshore fisherman, and all efforts on the Union’s part
to certify fishermen’s locals have been trial and error.

This legislation appears to be one of the
stumbling blocks for the Union, but there seem to be
other troublesome areas arising at the bargaining
table. Whether it is the newness of trade unions to the
fishing industry or the old and bitter conflicts
between fishermen and merchant there has been
little evidence of good faith on either side.

Added to this are the efforts of Mr. Antle and
the Newfoundland Federation of Fishermen to divide
the plant workers and fishermen with arguments that
if plant workers are able to obtain their demands
there will be less money available for the fishermen —
an assumption that what is being allowed by the
industry for the price and processing of fish is all
that’s available.

PROTECTOR

]

OR PROTESTOR?

While it may appear that little ground has been
covered towards the certification of fishermen locals,
over and over again it has stated that this problem
could be overcome if the fish trades would agree to or
were forced to bargain with the NFFAW as repre-
senting its membership throughout the Province. This
the Union claims would eliminate not only the
problem of recognizing vague and undefinable areas
or territories but solving the equally troublesome
problem of defining a ‘fisherman’.

It is our opinion that the Union, in the short
time since its appearance on the provincial scene, has
made a significant contribution through its presence
on the executive of SOFA and has contributed to a
more general awareness of the industry to the general
public and perhaps even to the more enlightened
elements of the industry itself. If its membership
continued to support the work of the executive and is
fully involved and committed to both the betterment
of the plant worker, fishermen and the industry, we
feel that Mr. Smallwood’s prediction at the founding
convention of the NFFAW last spring, ‘that of the
two existing fishermens’ organizations, the one that
would best serve the fishermen and the industry
would be the one to survive’, may well be realized hy
the NFFAW

Extension Photo

NFFAW Executive — Alex Brown (1.), Richard Cashin,
Woodrow Philpott. Missing from photo is Kevin Condon.



Twillingate

IMPROVING THROUGH EMPLOYMENT

By
Austin Elliott
Information Officer
Memorial University

Like many residents of Twil-
lingate Island, 42 year old Don
Legge works at the local fish plant
during the spring, summer and fall
and draws unemployment insurance
cheques in the winter. He is an
employee of Fishery Products Ltd.,
one of the province’s largest fish
processing firms which set up an
operation in Twillingate more than
a decade ago.

Although one of the Island’s
native sons, Mr. Legge is a new-
comer to the fishing industry. Prior
to his beginning work at the plant
four years ago, he had spent some
20 years on large boats owned by a
Twillingate-based firm.

Don Legge of Twillingate

Looking back over the years,
Mr. Legge credits the fish plant
with bringing a new life into Twil-
lingate, of providing the stimulus to
the economy that was instrumental
in saving the town from dying
altogether. The old method of the
individual fisherman catching and
curing fish, Mr. Legge feels was not
enough to keep the communities on
the island alive.

“This place would be a ghost
town today if it wasn't for the fish
plant. People are getting lots more
money than before the plant
started. There’s no inshore fishery
left at all that is worthwhile. The
fishermen working in close to on-
shore rocks wouldn’t get enough
fish to keep the plant going one day
aweek”,

The operation has also im-
proved the standard of living for
those people living on the north
and south Twillingate Islands.
“People have better homes. There
are a lot of new homes because of
the fish plant”.

But the changing times have
also brought a more standaridized
way of life dictated to a large
extent by clauses in the “union
book™ and last summer employees
of the fish plant, totalling close to
330 men and women, set up their



there is some job security today, to
the point that capable Union mem-
bers have to be re-hired every sea-
son if there is sufficient work at the
plant and these men can’t be fired
without good reason. But Mr. Legge
doesn't feel the workers have
enough confidence in the Union to
stage a prolonged strike similar to
the protest at Burgeo. “They'd be
afraid of their jobs, and three parts
of Twillingate would be on the
dole”.

Fishery Products operation
on Twillingate is one of six com-
pany plants across the Province and
along with two others operates on a
seasonal basis. The remaining plants
are situated at Port au Choix, St.
Anthony, Burin, Trepassey and
Catalina. Seasonal plants operate
six and seven months of each year.

Production at the Twillin-
gate plant of gutted, head-on fish
ranges from 11 to 13 million
pounds per year and include such
species as cod, greysole, flounder,
salmon, herring, mackerel, squid,
turbot, haddock and redfish.

own local of the Newfoundland
Fishermen, Food and Allied Work-
ers Union (NFFAW), resulting in
improved working conditions and
two wage increases — ‘‘very wel-
comed changes by the workers”,
says Mr. Legge.

At the fish plant, Mr. Legge
loads and unloads the plate
freezers, commonly referred to by
their brand name Jackstones. In
mentioning one of the improve-
ments which directly affected him,
Mr. Legge stated that “there were
five men working on the jackstones
now where there used to be only
two when | started there first. We
put up 50,000 pounds of fish one
night in one eight-hour shift, two of
us. The average now in an eight-
hour shift is 28-30,000 pounds. It's
cleaner there now, and the owners
come every now and then to look
at the plant. They take so much of
your pay, too, and you get holiday
pay at the end of the year. That
was not done before.”

Mr. Legge feels the union is a
‘wonderful thing’ and because of it

10



OPENING DATES
LOBSTER SEASON

The dates for the opening of the
1972 lobster fishing season in Newfound-
land have been determined.

The season will open April 20 in all
areas of the province except the section of
coastline between Salmon Point and Cape
Norman where it opens May 5.

Along the south coast of the province
(Cape Race to Cape Ray) the 1972 lobster
season will end June 30; from Cape Ray to
Salmon Point fishing is permitted until
July 5; from Salmon Point to Cape
Norman the season winds up July 10; and
from Cape Norman south to Cape Race,
July 15 marks the close of the season.

For the benefit of the honest fisher-
men who obey conservation laws, stiff
penalties for illegal lobster fishing activ-
ities will be rigidly enforced, Imposition of
these penalties is all part of a policy
announced last year. The policy provides
for suspension or cancellation of lobster
licences for serious breaches of the regula-
tions which will include conviction for the
following infractions:

— undersize or egg-bearing lobsters
separated from the catch

— tails and claws detached from bodies

— using untagged traps

— using implements other than lobster
traps

— fishing for lobsters on Sunday

— fishing for lobsters during a closed
season

— washing or brushing the eggs from
egg-bearing lobsters

— possession of a large percentage of
undersize lobsters mixed in with the
catch.

National Film Board Photo
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Greater Say In Shapmg Policies

“While there have been sporadic attempts
made and individual decisions taken to shape the
development of the fisheries in this Province, the
industry is floundering without an overall or
cohesive plan”.

Mr. Best feels that some basic decisions have
to be made and some important questions asked,
the first being whether Newfoundlanders want to
have a greater say in shaping such policies. “We
have abdicated our responsibility to Ottawa,
complaining when the planners do not come up
with the solutions. Perhaps the Federal policies
are in complete harmony with the provincial
government thinking but certainly not in har-
mony with the thinking of the public of this
Province."”

If we are to develop the fisheries to benefit
Newfoundlanders, Mr. Best feels that a few basic
things are needed immediately — ““a stronger
provincial department of fisheries with a greater
say in the policies that affect the mdustry, and a
research institution under provi in the fisheries through Extension’s
that will provide both industry and the fishermen TV Series Decks Awash. Extension Photo
with information based on applied research”.

Harvey Best has observed and reported events and

Mr. Best went on to say that “while the Research Board and the Industrial Development Board of the
Federal Government are conducting research directly related to fish stocks, little is being done in the way
of research upon which to base development programs, production evaluation and the design and
implementation of gear. We should steal every possible idea but no industry survives that has to depend on
someone else to do its research and marketing for it.

Mr. Best feels that what policies there are, are determined by the Federal Government, with joint
programs such as resettlement providing the main thrust or determining the amount of money to be spent
in development. The emphasis as he sees it is on the immediate utilization of the resource. Loans have been
provided to fishermen to increase their catch capacity, to create immediate jobs with huge subsidies going
to trawlers to catch bigger quantities of a diminishing stock resource.

“All this sounds logical for a short term business venture, but would it not be better to place the
emphasis on finishing the product in the plant, thus providing a larger employment base? There is no doubt
that large amounts of money have been provided by the Federal Government for services in the fisheries,
but it is my feeling and certainly the feeling of the fishermen that it is predicated on the assumption that
the industry is a holding operation and that great sections of the population will abandon it for
employment elsewhere. There appears to be no consideration given to broadening the returns from that
resource, of making it a more valuable industry in terms of employment and increasing income by placing
more emphasis on processing and finishing”.

(continued on page 27)



To focus on the fishing in-
dustry in Newfoundland, one must
recognize the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation and its importance on
the scene. Much has been written
on its place in the industry (includ-
ing several articles in other issues of
DECKS AWASH) and its first an-
nual report has just been released,
covering more than a twelve month
period — from its inception in May
1969. We have reprinted an excerpt
from the report that describes those
plans set down by the Corporation
to increase the quantity and im-
prove the quality of salt bulk for

1972. Extension Photo

Bonne Bay Saltfish

Saltfish Corporation
Views Optimistic

The Corporation considers that an increasing
proportion of the total production should be pur-
chased in a fresh state from the fishermen and salted
under supervision in plants or community stages. This
is the best way to make a substantial improvement in
quality without which salt fish will have difficulty
competing in foreign markets with supplies from
other countries and with alternative foods. At the
same time, better quality will permit the payment of
higher prices for the raw material. Therefore, the
Corporation plans to increase controlled salting dur-
ing 1971-72.

For example, an attempt will be made to
re-enter the Greek market where there is a strong
demand for specially cured wet salted fish. To assist

in this project, which represents an innovation in
salting practices in Newfoundland, the Industrial
Development Service of the federal Department of
Fisheries and Forestry, and the Newfoundland Fish-
eries Development Authority, are providing financial
support and technical assistance. Preliminary arrange-
ments have also been discussed for sales to Brazil in
the coming season.

In the field of merchandising, salt cod in certain
markets is becoming a specialty product. This calls
for careful production methods and up-to-date
packaging, distribution and promotion. Experiments
will be conducted, for instance, in the use of one
pound blister packaging, and trial shipments will be
made in new or modified containers. Other areas of
product development are also being considered by the
Corporation.

13



The Board of Directors has been encouraged by
what the Corporation has been able to achieve in the
markets during 1970. Indications are that this pro-
duct will continue to maintain its popularity both in
the face of rising prices, and of competition from an
increasing variety of alternative foods. The Corpora-
tion views with optimism not only the immediate
future but the longer term prospects for the industry.
The Corporation looks forward to the participation
of Quebec, which will strengthen the volume position
and help meet the demands of the market. This
should result in continued favourable returns to the

NOTICE FROM CORPORATION

In a recent communique, the
Canadian Saltfish Corporation urges
Newfoundland fishermen to ensure that
sales invoices submitted to the Corpora-
tion for rebates are correctly filled out.

The Corporation keeps an ac-
count of the total quantity of fish sold
by recording the fisherman's name and
social insurance number. Problems are
experienced in cases where several per-
sons having similar names and addresses
fail to include their social insurance

14

fishermen.
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William and Carl Martin, Woody Point, Bonne Bay

numbers on invoices.

A fisherman who detects an in-
correct or incomplete entry on hi -
voice is advised to write to the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, P.O. Box 6088, St.
John's stating full name (with middle
initials) and mailing address, together
with his social insurance number. He
should also list ALL invoice numbers
requiring correction.

1972 TROUT SEASON OPENED

Although the 1972 trouting season in New-
foundland officially opened January 15, fishing on
scheduled rivers is not permitted until May 24 — the
opening date for sport salmon fishing in the Province
— and rainbow trout may not be taken until June 1,
1972. Regulations are as strict as ever allowing those
fishing through the ice to fish with only one line in
the water at any time — the days catch not more than
24 trout in one day, or 10 pounds plus one fish,
whichever is the lesser. Under no circumstances is it
permissible to take or kill or attempt to take or kill
any fish in any inland water by net, trawl or any
appliance or means other than rod, hook and line.
Persons violating any provisions of the Fisheries Act
will be liable for each offence to a fine or imprison-
ment — or both.



in by winter ice, many of

fishermen have the

training. A.J. PROVAN, a senior lecturer at the Newfoundland and Labrador
s college, describes some of the courses at the college which are designed to add
to and improve the skills of the local fishermen.

Winter Trai

In most institutions described as “College
of Fisheries”, one would be hard pressed to find
a fisherman, either as instructor or student — and
rightly so, as these institutions may be concerned
with one or more aspects of the fishery other
than the actual catching operation.

During autumn, spring and early summer,
Newfoundland and Labrador’s College of Fish-
eries, Navigation, Marine Engineering and Elec-
tronics bears a strong resemblance to these and
similar technological institutes. Youthful stu
dents, intent on their studies can be seen making
their way from class to class armed with an array
of textbooks, drawing instruments and the in-
evitable slide rule.

During the winter months, however, the
“regulars” disappear amid the ranks of fishermen
and fish plant workers, attending intensive
courses of from one to six weeks duration

This article attempts a brief description of
the short courses available to inshore and middle
distance fishermen, but it should be realised that
this is only one aspect of theCollege’s operation.

, -
ning For Fishermen

Technology, vocational, Department of Trans-
port Certification and Upgrading Programes, plus
short courses for fish plant workers and deepsea
fishermen and the field courses offered by the
Department of Extension Services, each play a
vital role in the affairs of this many-sided
institution.

The courses reflect the many areas in
which the fisherman requires expertise, ranging
from net-mending to bookkeeping. Perhaps the
most popular is the six-week course in diesel
engine maintenance during which the students
completely strip down and rebuild a 100 hp
engine, With the boats increasing in size and
venturing farther afield, we find the navigation
course also increasing in popularity and many of
the students continue their studies with the
Department of Transport certification branch of
the College, in order to obtain Fishing Master’s
Certificates and Deep-Sea Endorsements.

The basic tool of the fisherman is, of
course, his fishing gear whether it be cod trap,
longline or gillnet. Although fishermen may be
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thoroughly familiar with the gear to which they
have become accustomed, many are eager to
improve their skills in mending, cutting and
shaping and to acquire a knowledge of the
properties of various synthetic twines.

By attending the “Inshore Fishing Gear”
course, they receive four weeks of intensive
training in many aspects of gear construction and
repair which they can then apply to their own
operation. Other courses which fishermen find
bereficial include salt fish processing, engine
installation, hull repair and fishing-vessel book-
keeping, each of which is self explanatory.

To fishing interests in areas where the
need for training has been evident but has not
been satisfactorily met, owing to difficuities of
recruitment, perhaps the reasons for the popu-
larity of these programes is of more interest than
the actual course content.

Here we have a number of contributing
factors. First, there is the recent revolution in the
industry itself, brought about largely by the
efforts of the Federal and Provincial Depart-
ments of Fisheries. Secondly, we have the need

fisherman to attend college. For many, however,
attendance is possible only through the financial
assistance offered by the Canada Manpower
programe for the Occupational Training of
Adults, which covers the costs of board and
lodging and travel expenses for qualified ap-
plicants.

Perhaps the most significant reason for the
popularity of these short courses is that most
have been introduced at the request of the
fishermen themselves. Many of the courses out-
lined above evolved from the four weeks “Long-
liner Operations” course during which fishermen
are exposed to, and can discuss their problems
with each of the technical departmems in the

College — tical Science, Mechanical E
ing, Elect hnology, Food Pi il and
Naval A and Shi

The ing tv y ication is

of great benefit to fishermen and college alike,
and is responsible for bringing the fisherman’s
problems directly to the attention of the experts
in many fields who can be of assistance in
overcoming these problems. Last, but not least, is

for the Newfoundland fisherman to be iy
versatile in order to succeed. This is brought
about by two major factors. In many parts of the
Province, the fishery is seasonal owing to the
build-up of ice in harbours and along the coast,
reinforced by the Arctic pack-ice carried to the
island by the Labrador current.

Although prevented from fishing during
this season, the fisherman, if he has the necessary
skills, can put the time to good use by building
and/or repairing his fishing gear for the season
ahead.

The difficulties of a seasonal operation are
compounded by the lack of adequate repair
facilities along many areas of the thinly-
populated coastline with consequent delays and
heavy expenditure on repairs to electronic and
mechanical equipment — unless the fisherman
can carry out most of these repairs himself. The
enforced closed season and unusual need for
versatility are the incentives which encourage the

the infl of the P , Dr. C.R. Barrett,
or "“Ray” as he is known to many of the
fishermen who first met him as a youthful
member of his father’s trap crew.

Looking to the future | foresee a growing
demand for training as the benefits become
apparent to more fishermen, and for increasingly
sophisticated programmes as the industry be-
comes more diversified and capital intensive.
Above all, | hope that the fisherman will con-
tinue to feel that the programmes offered are
relevant to his needs and that the College will
increasingly become a “College of Fisheries for
Fishermen”.

This article by A.J. Provan, Senior Lecturer at the
College or Fisheries has been reprinted with permission
from the magazine ‘Fishing News International’ Vol. 10,
No. 11, November 1971, which is published in England.
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Tht‘tullwing are exerpts from the year end :‘pon issued by the Fisheries Service of the Department of the Environment
in the Newfoundland Region. Although the total seafish landings in 1971 were down from the previous year's catch, the

gross landed value was up by 1.1 per cent from 1970.

TOTAL LANDINGS

In 1971, total seafish landings amounted to
855.0 million pounds, down 12.9 per cent from the
previous year's catch of 982.0 million pounds. The gross
landed value $35.3 million was up 1.1 per cent from the
previous record of $34.9 million in 1970. The Fisheries
Service, Environment Canada, reported the higher rela-
tive increase in landed value experienced during the
year.

Groundfish landings amounted to 533.0 million
pounds, down 129 per cent from the 1970 catch of
612.0 million pounds. Cod landings fell 10.3 per cent
from the 1970 catch of 281.0 million pounds. Flounder
landings decreased to 188.2 million pounds from 204.7
million pounds in 1970. The redfish catch fell by 36.9
per cent to 57.8 million pounds. Landings of Greenland
turbot declined by 4.0 per cent from the 24.8 million
pounds of the previous year. Other groundfish species
amounted to 119 million pounds compared to 9.3
million pounds the year before.

Landings of pelagic and estuarial species
amounted to 308.6 million pounds, down 15.1 per cent
from 1970. Herring landings totalled 296.6 million
pounds compared to 350.0 million pounds the year
before. Salmon landings decreased by 15.5 per cent to
3.3 million pounds and capelin was down by 24.6 per
cent to 5.5 million pounds.

FRESH FROZEN GROUNDFISH

Production of fresh and frozen fish in 1971 was
down from the previous year, but markets remained
firm and in most instances record prices were paid to
fishermen.

Production of frozen groundfish fell from 145.6
million pounds in 1970 to 142.3 million pounds in
1971. Frozen cod products accounted for 43.8 per cent
of frozen groundfish production followed by flounder
and redfish at 33.1 per cent and 12,6 per cent
respectively.

In the year under review, 50 fresh and frozen fish
plants were regi as with 34 regi:
in 1970. The plant registration increase was attributable
to enactment of new Fish Inspection Regulations in
May, 1971. These regulations provided that all filleting
plants producing fresh and frozen fish for sale to
freezing plants for further processing before export
would have to meet registration requirements. Consider-
able improvements had to be carried out on most of
these plants before Certificates of Reaistration could be
issued. Landings of molluscs and crustaceans amounted
to 12.8 million pounds compared to 5.9 million pounds
in 1970. The lobster catch was down by 6.0 per cent to
3.0 million pounds. The scallop fishery yielded about
three quarters of the previous year’s catch while the
mussel landings more than doubled.




SALTED CODFISH

Salted cod i 10 163

quintals dry weight, from 204 thousand quintals in
1970. The per cent of total cod landings used for salting
fell to 28.2 per cent from 32.4 the previous year. This is
the lowest proportion of cod landings going to salt ever
recorded. The trend of the last 10 years is shown below.

Percentage of Cod Landings

Used for Salted Production

1962-1971

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966

Total 615 59.1 54.3 45.9 455
Light 24.6 295 278 16.6 17.3
Heavy 37.0 29.6 26.5 29.3 28.2

1967 1968 1969 1970 1971

Total 59.7 433 369 323 289
Light 17.8 191 17.6 1.7 8.3
Heavy 419 242 193 20.6 289
All salted fish plants in the province are subject
to inspection and must be approved and provided with
Certificates of Registration in accordance with the
i of the Fish i i before
grading and packing of products for export is permited.
In the year under review, 17 plants were registered as
compared with 25 in 1970. The decrease in registrations
resulted from stricter enforcement of the registration
requirements and from a decrease in production.

Marketing of saited fish in 1971 was channelled
through the Canadian Saltfish Corporation established
in 1970. Market demand during the year was brisk and
prices satisfactory. Prices paid to fishermen for various
grades and sizes quoted by the Corporation reached an
all time high, although production was the lowest on
record. The decrease in production may be attributed
primarily to the continuing trend among fishermen to
sell their catch in fresh state to filleting and freezing
plants, Other factors contributing to the production
decline were failure of the inshore fishery in many areas
of the province and a disappointing Labrador fishery.

To encourage the production of better quality
salted fish a Salt Fish Upgrading Programe was carried
out by the Inspection Branch of the Fisheries Service,
Environment Canada, early in the year in co-operation
with the Canadian Saltfish Corporation. Twelve quali-
fied term travelled g
land and Labrador during the production season to
advise fishermen and the trade on the proper methods
to be employed in the production of good quality salted
fish. Results of this programe have been very encourag-
ing.

PICKLED FISH

During the past year 141,340 barrels of pickled
fish destined for export were inspected as compared
with 83,770 barrels in 1970. The increase in production
was due to a more active market demand, especially in
Scandanavian countries.

As was the case in 1970, production of pickled
turbot was not significant during the year under review
with only small quantities being offered for inspection,
A slight increase was noted in the production of pickled
mackerel.

Early in the year discussions were held with
producers of pickled fish to discuss minimum plant,
i and operati qui for pickled fish
plants, Consideration is now being given to amending
the Fish Inspection Regulations to provide for these
ini requi % to be in effect in
1972. It is felt such requirements are necessary to
ensure good quality production and to maintain market
acceptance.

The squid showed signs of reappearing in New-
foundland waters which is shown by the landings of 4.0
million pounds compared with only 166 thousand
pounds in 1970.

Extension Photo

Herring ready for market




BAIT SERVICE

The Newfoundland Bait Service supplied approxi-
mately four million pounds of bait at subsidized prices
to inshore fishermen in 1971,

Areas of bait consumption continued to shift
southward with less usage of bait recorded in the Straits,
White Bay and northeast coast waters. However, bait
demand and usage increased in southern Avalon, south
and west coast waters.

The shift appears to reflect the increasing inclina-
tion of northeast coast fishermen toward the gilinet
method of fishing and, except for late fall fishing, the
gradual abandonment of baited gear. Herring bait
tonnage used in the northwest coast lobster fishery
remains fairly constant.

Squid

After three seasons of virtual catch failure, squid
appeared in spotty quantities in Rlacentia, Conception
and Trinity Bays, and to a lesser extent in Bonavista
Bay

Capelin

No difficulty was experienced in acquiring suf-
ficient quantities of capelin for bait purposes.

Herring

Some pt were in g
sufficient quantities of herring for bait as a result of
accelerated demands for usage of this species by the
food processing industry,

Mackerel

Fishermen in traditional trawling areas are dis-
covering that kerel is an i for
squid which has been extremely scarce in recent years.
Some fishermen claim the use of this type of bait has
resulted in increased cod landings. There was a good sign
of mackerel in Newfoundland waters during the past
season, with limited landings being utilized by food
processors and some as bait.

FOOTNOTE

The total number of fishermen fell from 17,765
in 1970 to 17,550 in 1971. Of these, 1,800 fished 10
months or more; 7,150 fished between 5 to 10 months;
while 8,600 fished less than five months. There were
15850 fishermen in the inshore fishery this year
compared to 16,144 in 1970. The offshore fleet
provided jobs for 1,700 men compared with 1,621 in
1970.

National Film Board Photo
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OVER A BARREL

To be even remotely associated with the herring fishery in Newfoundland is
frustrating enough — but to try and report on the industry is a difficult task
indeed. One hears a great deal about the necessity to preserve the diminishing stocks
for food consumption. Yet those countries that now seek our golden nuggets of the
sea are those that have swept their own stocks clean. One hears also the recurring
theme of quality — reads of workshops being held — of foreign buyers avoiding
each other in hotel lobbies while the local ‘trade” squabble — of ice preventing
seiners from fishing the bays — and one comes away with the impression that like
so many of our so-called gold mines set in our coastal waters, herring is not
harvested, rather mined, in a glut of rapid succession.

Tied in with herring for human consumption — as opposed to herring to feed
the chicken of the world is the question of barrels to tranship the cured catch
(somewhat misleading as it is still very much a raw material being shipped to highly
industrialized countries for processing). The irony of it is that the barrels used also
come with the buyers — they bring their own in most instances for they claim that
the local barrel is not up to their standards.

DECKS AWASH has just learned that while the Europeans and Americans ex-
periment with plastic barrels, some keen Canadians have designed a steel barrel —
comparable in weight, resistent to solutions and easily stacked on the decks of
ships. In the meantime, the herring industry is now in its fourth year in Newfound-
land. No research that we know of — and we’ve checked — has been done to see
if there is a comparable wood available in Newfoundland or Labrador to suit the
European taste and no coopers have ever been sent to Scandinavia to investigate the
techniques used there.

For better or worse, Newfoundland, however, has one barrel factory tucked
away in Adeytown producing some 50 barrels a day which sell to the industry for
$4.50 each. According to the partners, Robert Adey and Cyril Drodge, they are
unable to keep up with the demand.

S.W. Adey and Sons began producing barrels and butts (large tubs for the
layman) in 1948 with Mr. Adey the forerunner — having first set up a business as
a saw mill operator. Today the company tries to meet the heavy demands for its
barrels — from August to December particularly — and it isn't for want of talent,
but rather from a want of stock.

Mr. Drodge says ‘Our greatest setback is acquiring stock, (Spruce and Fir) as

most men would rather live on social assistance than cut the necessary timbers for
the factory.’

22



23

NFFAW Phor

This issue of DECKS AWASH is devoted to the fisheries and ‘Round & About’
will follow suit with short news items dealing with events and personalities on the
fishing scene

DECISIONS REACHED ON PLACENTIA BAY
HERRING FISHERY

Fishing history was made on the final day of
February when Placentia Bay fishermen, seiner
skippers, plant managers, scientists, federal fisheries
personnel and politicians met in the office of the
federal department’s regional director, Harold
Bradley to thrash out the conflicts arising from the
herring fishery inside the Bay.

After several hours of discussions, the fishermen,
who were seeking a line across Placentia Bay to
prevent seiners from fishing the herring stocks, agreed
to a quota for the big boats — of 7,500 tons this
season. It is the first time that we know of where all
parties directly affected by this fishery were involved
in decision making.

ECHO SOUNDERS STILL TAXED

The 15% duty imposed on imported echo
sounders in 1971 is still in effect and applies to all
echo sounders other than those imported from the
United Kingdom. The British sounders carry a 2%%
duty.

WORKSHOP ON HERRING CURES

A five-day workshop in pickling and marinating
herring, sponsored by the fisheries service of the
department of the Environment began February 21 at
Stephenville to familiarize both industry and govern-
ment inspection officers with the requirements for
processing herring in a variety of ways for the
Scandinavian market, and to demonstrate proper
commercial practice in processing. In addition to
emphasizing the preparation of spice and sugar cured
herring packs, the workshop also featured instruction
on the preparation of brine cured headless herring
and on preparation of herring fillet products.

DEMAND FOR SEA FOODS TO INCREASE

According to a study by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, world
need for fish is expected to reach 100 miliior tons
per year by 1985 up from the present level of cbout
60 million tons. The study projects world demand for
fish and fishery products of which 1/3 of this demand
(estimated to reach 70 million tons in 1975) is in the
form of fishmeal for feeding animals.



COLLEGE OF FISHERIES
TO AWARD CERTIFICATES

Newfoundland's College of Fisheries is the only
institution in Canada to be granted approval by the
Department of Transport to award certificates in all
phases of Marine Emergency Duties Training and
seafarers may now obtain this training through &
three phase course comprised of Firefighting, Life
saving Appliances and Rescue & Survival. The facii
ities of the Department of Transport section of th
College have been inspected by the Ministry officials
and all aspects of the Training fully approved.

SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED

The establishment of the Captain Norman Small
Scholarship announced recently by the President of
the College of Fisheries, Dr. C.R. Barrett, will provide
for text books and supplies for a first year student
entering the College from the area served by the
Internati The larshi
was made possible through the efforts of co||eagues
and friends of the late Captain Small in recognition of
his many years as captain of vessels with the
Association. During those 15 years he became well
known and greatly loved by the doctors, nurses and
patients travelling along the Northern Peninsula of
Newfoundland and the coast of Labrador. Captain
Small was born at Moreton’s Harbour, Notre Dame
Bay and was killed in a tragic road accident in May
1970.

NEWFOUNDLANDER APPOINTED DIRECTOR

I Grenfell A

Leonard J. Cowley, 36 has been appointed
Director of the Fisheries Service, Department of the
Environment for the Central Region by Fisheries
Minister Jack Davis, and from the headquarters in
Winnipeg, administers all Federal Fisheries responsi-
bilities in the Northwest Territories and the Provinces
of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ottawa.

Mr. Cowley was born in St. John's and is a
graduate in Sciences from Memorial University of
Newfoundland. He also studied in New Brunswick
and at the University of Toronto before joining the
Resource Development Branch of the Federal
Fisheries Service in 1960. He is married to the former
Doris Moss of Gander and they have one daughter.
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PORT AU PORT FISHERMEN
HOLD ONE DAY CONFERENC

A one day conference on the Fisheries was
sponsored by the Fisheries Commmee of the Port au
Port E ic D ion at Harmon
Field in Stephenville February 12, in order to
promote harbour facilities at Long Point on the
Peninsula. Fox Island River dredging was also dis-
cussed by the members and the report issued by A.J.
Joy, local field worker for the Association, stated
that in spite of all efforts to promote the idea to
government, no harbour facilities had ever been
provided for the fishermen of the Port au Port
Peninsula. It was generally considered time for action
and the members finally decided that the Association
would actively support both projects.

It was also suggested throughout the day that
the Fisheries Committee start work immediately and
have a report ready within a month to submit at a
future Fisheries Conference, to which top officials of
both the provincial and federal departments of
fisheries would be invited.

Those attending the one day conference were
Mr. Fred Stagg, M.H.A., Mr. Eric Paul, Department of
Public Works, Mr. Greely and Captain Thornhill from
the Department of Fisheries, Mr. Robert Senior of
Interfish, Mr. Jerry Benoit representing the Black
Duck Brook Committee along with fishermen and
members of the Development Committee. Also
attending were Rabb Carnell, Producer of CBC’s Land
& Sea and George Billard of Memorial’s Extension
Service who taped the proceedings.

Extension Photo




Consumers
Bewarebv Bernice Walsh

Have you met your new consumer con-
sultant with the Federal Department of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs in St
John's? Her name is Regina Kearsey and she's
a Newfoundlander. Regina received her pri-
mary education in Corner Brook and com-
pleted her studies at Mount St. Vincent in
Halifax, graduating with a Bachelor of Science
in Home Economics. After graduation, Regina
worked as a welfare officer and case work
supervisor with the Dartmouth City Welfare.

In July, 1971, Regina was appointed
assistant Consumer Consultant with the
Federal Department and set up offices on the
3rd floor of the Royal Trust Building in St.
John's, where she handles consumer com-
plaints and enquiries, disseminates informa-
tion regarding legislation protection for
consumers and advises and assists people like
you and | in making decisions in the market
place.

How can Regina help you, the rural
consumer? If you have a problem such as
your daughter’s dress falling apart after one or
two washings, even though you washed it
carefully or if the guarantee on your refriger-
ator is not honoured by the merchant — you
can write Regina asking for help. When you
write be sure to attach any bills of sale or any
printed material involved in the transaction
and Miss Kearsey will then act on your behalf
as a liaison between you and the firm in-
volved, and attempt to bring about a solution
or settlement satisfactory to both parties.

Extension Photo

Consultant Regina Kearsey

Regina is also able to help you make the
right decision if you're considering the
purchase of a major appliance or a new car.
She has booklets and information on these
products and she will gladly send them out to
you, So before you buy, drop her a line.

Perhaps your PTA group would like to
have Miss Kearsey address them on some
subject of consumer concern. Part of her job
as consumer consultant is consumer education
and she is quite willing to travel to any part of
the Island and to Labrador to talk to inter-
ested groups. She is waiting for your invita-
tion and may be contacted by writing to
Regina Kearsey, Assistant Consumer
Consultant, Department of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs, 3rd Floor, Royal Trust
Building, Water Street, St. John's.
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Newfoundland Saltfish King In Caribbean

During the Autumn, Catherine O’Brien, con-
sumer consultant with the Federal Department of the
Environment, Fisheries Service, visited Jamaica where
she was a guest of the National Consumer’s League.
One of the express purposes of her visit was to
promote Newfoundland salt codfish. Miss O’Brien, on
her return, stated in an interview that there was little
need to promote Newfoundland saltfish in the
Caribbean Islands as it was revered, respected and
demanded beyond anything we in Newfoundland can
comprehend. To put it quite simply, “In the
Caribbean, Newfoundland salt codfish is King!"

To those of you who believe that our saltfish
was exported to the West Indian Islands to supple-
ment the diet of the poor people, be advised that
nothing could be farther from the truth. Saltfish is
eaten in Jamaica and all the other Islands of the
Caribbean at least three times a week by everybody
and is sold in Jamaica at about forty-eight cents a
pound, and according to Miss O'Brien, they are
prepared to accept every pound of saltfish we can
produce.

Saltfish is proudly presented in all their restau-
Federal Fisheries Photo.

Catherine O'Brien in Jamacia

rants in a variety of dishes and it is eaten with just
about every fruit that grows on the Islands. One can
eat it prepared with cho cho, a fruit something like an
apple, with boiled bananas, with cabbage or with
highly seasoned rice, or have it served as a fish pie for
a main course accompanied with spanish rice. But
Jamaican cooks don’t soak their fish as long as
Newfoundlanders, preferring the saltier taste which
they claim enhances the fruits.

During the years when Newfoundland’s saltfish
was unobtainable on the Islands, a substitute Nor-
wegian fish was imported. The Jamaicans however
acclaim the superiority of our fish and as a mark of
the interest shown to Miss O’Brien during her visit,
she gave a demonstration to two hundred people in
Kingston, the number being limited by the size of the
hall. At the demonstration, Miss O’Brien prepared
saltfish the way we do here in Newfoundland, using
some of the recipes she devised herself, particularly
saltfish chowder and salad. Fifteen hundred pamph-
lets of Miss O’Brien’s recipes were accepted. Her
itinerary was widely covered in the press and she
spoke on radio five times and television twice. Miss
O’Brien related how the Mayor of Kingston had even
cancelled an appointment to come to a reception for
her.

Last year, Jamaica was without Newfoundland
saltfish from April to October, the same as. if
Newfoundland was without fresh meat for the same
period. You don’t need much imagination to wonder
how consumers would react to that kind of a
situation,

With quality of our saltfish improving all the
time, thanks to the efforts of the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation, there is no reason we cannot continue
to meet the demands for our product. If not, the
market is up for grabs and any country that is
allowed to fish the waters of the continental shelf can
produce the same product. Up to now Jamaica has
refused the Norwegian product. To put it in Miss
O’Brien’s words, “the regard with which Jamaicans
hold Newfoundland salt codfish is absolutely un-
believable”. Margaret M. Kearney, Freelance Writer



(continued from page 12 )

Mr. Best would like to see the new admin-
istration further concentrate their efforts on

something we can do ourselves and although |
dcm t believe in miracles, there is a need for a
d | change in the industry here in

more processing and on a more prog

marketing organization rather than see
and money spent on catching more fish. He
points out that there is little use in building up a
deep sea fleet if Canada does not have control of
the Continental Shelf. “The resource is being
mined and unless there is a strong conservation
and sustained yeild policy, there will be no
stocks for any nation to fish”.

Although Mr. Best agrees that a great deal
of money has been invested in longliners and
plants, he feels that this does not constitute a
development policy. He visualizes a two part
policy consisting of a deep sea fisheries south of
Cape Bonavista extending to Port aux Basques
feeding large plants (provided we have control of
the ), and to i this prog
an inshore orientated fishery north of Cape
Bonavista and the west coast which would be
based on intermediate technology. This catch
would feed into multipurpose integrated plants
with some specializing in certain species — the
overflow being picked up by the other plants.
“This would require massive co-operative efforts
on the part of government and the industry to
utilize the yield for that day, and that season in
an intelligent and orderly fashion’’.

“Despite the odds”, says Mr. Best, “I feel
confident that it is possible, but admit that there
is very little indication that present policies are
being thought out in this direction. As voters, we
only have seven members in Ottawa and the
murns of the fishing industry to the gross

| to a small p g

if we are to amount to anything,
and a need also for someone to crack the whip.
The obvious place to start would be with a strong
provincial department of fisheries"”.

Mr. Best sees future fisheries policy devised
by government in consultation with the trade
and fishermen but points out, however, that he
has seen little evidence of this in the past.

“There are two new forces that could have a
significant impact on the industry”, says Mr.
Best. ““SOFA, as a pressure group could play an
important role and the Fishermen’s Union,
though nebulous, could speak with a common
voice for thousands of fishermen throughout the
Province. These two forces, coupled with our
own new team of research people could well
change the course of the industry”. Mr. Best feels
that there is a vast market in Canada and is not
convinced that the U.S. tarriff is an insurmount-
able barrier evident by the record prices the
Americans are prepared to pay for the product.
He does believe that unlike other fishing nations,
the men controlling things here refuse to think in
long term plans and are unwilling to pay their
share of the cost of research that could lead to
such planning.

“There are tremendous sums of money
being poured into the fisheries in Newfoundland
— all to little avail. Facing the hard cold facts of
the matter the industry at present is so frag-
mented, | doubt if we are able to tackle the job
requured and even if we were given control of the

and as BiII Short says, ‘Our rights are being
traded off against the textiles industry’. 1’ll be
“gamned if I'll put the full blame on Ottawa for

| shelf we really don’t have the organ-
ization capable of exploiting it in an intelligent
way.”
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Extension Announces Summer Art Program

The 1972 summer program outlined by the
Visual and Performing Arts section of the Extension
Service is now finalized and includes programs in art
and music. A one-week Instrumental Music Camp is
planned to take place in Stephenville during August.
The Director of the camp, Don Cook, Extension
Specialist in Music, has arranged tutors in brass,
woodwind and string instruments for students
between the ages of 13 and 21, who have completed
at least one year's study of their instrument. This will
be the first such music camp ever held in Newfound-
land and is arranged in such a way that recreation and
activities other than music are very much a part of
each day’s schedule.

This summer, like last year, Extension is con-
centrating on providing an art program in Newfound-
land communities whose own school facilities make
art impossible to offer during the school term. The
Extension Service provides the artists, transportation
and make available a limited amount of art supplies
for each community. The community itself will be
responsible for the board and lodging of the artist and
his transportation within the community. Com-
munities presently being considered for this program
are: English Harbour, Champneys East and West,
Twillingate, Trinity, St. George's, Harry's Harbour
and Nain in Labrador. Seven artists have been hired
to date for the summer months.

A second program, “Community Artists in
Residence” was suggested by the several artists who
have made Newfoundland their permanent home and
who feel that they could provide workshops, short
courses or seminars in art within the region of their
home.

Extension has assisted in the preparation of 15
Opportunities for Youth projects for the coming
summer. These include a proposed tour by the Calos
Youth Orchestra (who were overwhelmingly suc-
cessful on their tour last year in Northeastern
Newfoundland), Summer Theatre in Newfoundland, a
photo study of the province, and a craft training
project on the Labrador Coast.

Also forming part of visual and performing arts
program will be a provincial crafts conference
scheduled for May 24, 25 and 26 to be held in St.
John’s. The conference will bring together as many
practising craftsmen and representatives of craft
organizations as possible. Should any DECKS
AWASH readers be involved with local crafts we
would be happy to hear from them — all enquiries
should be addressed to: Mr. George Lee, Extension
Service, Memorial University, St. John's.

Young residents of Trinity, T.B., view results
of summer art program sponsored by Memorial’s
Extension Service at exhibition held in the
community. Extension Photo




Extension Personnel Honoured By Native Groups

Memorial’s Extension Service,
with partial funding from the Federal
Department of the Secretary of State
played host during March to over 50
participants from across Canada and
Alaska during a two-week seminar
held on campus entitled Film, Video
tape and Social Change. Among those
attending were Eskimo and settler
trainees from the northern Labrador

Highlighting the final day of the
seminar for the Extension Service was
the presentation of beaded medallions
to Donald Snowden, Extension
Director and Tony Williamson, head
of the community and social develop-
ment section, by two members of
Indian organizations.

Donald Snowden, Director of Extension (upper right), and
i ity & Social

of s
Development Section (lower right) honoured by represent-
atives of native groups.

Extension Photo

New Publications Available For Rural Areas

In the past several months three new pub-
lications dealing with rural aspects of Newfound-
land and Labrador have been issued. The first on
the press was the new publication put out by
the Division of Agriculture and Food of the
Department of Mines, Agriculture and Resources
called ‘Information For Farmers’ which is issued
monthly by the department and distributed to
farmers throughout the Province through its ex-
panded extension division. Each issue contains
feature articles on such topics as small fruits,
vegetable production, storage and marketing of
vegetables, for credit, animal nutrition and farm
management. Other items deal with farm news
from specific areas and a main feature in the
publication is the Farm Family of the Month.

A monthly newsletter ‘The Regional Leader
began publishing in February and is put out by
the Newfoundland and Labrador Rural Develop-
ment Council for members of the Regional and
Rural D A s throughs the

Province. Other persons or groups concerned with
community development in Newfoundland and
Labrador may well be interested in the publica-
tion and may obtain copies by writing to Mr.
Bernard Brown, Executive Director, Newfoundland
and Labrador Rural Development Council, Topsail
Road, St. John's, Newfoundland.

February also marked the beginning of a
mimeographed bi-weekly newspaper put out by a
citizens’ group in Nain, Labrador. Now into its
fifth issue, the publication deals with news and
information along the northern coast of Labrador
and during March devoted much of its space to
the political issues effecting the area.

Printed in English and Eskimo, the news-
paper is available to interested persons by writing
to Kinatuinamot lllengajuk, Nain, Labrador. All
three publications and copies of DECKS AWASH
are distributed free of charge.




 COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

Workshops in rural areas have become a major responsibility for the
Extension Service. Requests are received from an increasing number of
communities which feel the moment is ripe for open discussion and
exchange of ideas on their area’s needs and development. Workshops are
conducted on a first-come-first-serve basis and requests should be directed
through the Extension Service field representative or to Mr. Don Mabey
at the Extension Service in St. John's.

The development of local leadership and the encouragement of
participation in the forces shaping communities are the underlying basis
on which community workshops are conducted throughout the province.
The program of workshops was begun in 1969 and since that time some
25 have been held in ing from L line through to
St. Anthony, as far north as Cartwright, Labrador, from communities on
the east coast to Cape St. George on the Port au Port Peninsula, and
most recently in Plate Cove, Isle aux Morts, Trinity, Deer Lake and Nain.

Under the direction of Don Mabey, Extension Specialist in Adult
Education, these workshops focus on the needs of the people; they may
emphasize the role of leaders and in i and parli y
procedure, the tools of ication, public ki the formation of
community groups, or any aspect of community life about which the
residents want to learn.

At each workshop the individual i goes a |
process using tools best suited to its needs. Films made elsewhere by the
Extension Service may be suitable to illustrate various points and to en-
courage discussion of topics of interest to Newfoundland communities. They
might illustrate the efforts and attempts of people in other communities
throughout the province and thus challenge the viewers to action.
Alternatively, video-tape may be used on the spot to achieve immediate
feedback from the people participating in the workshop. Specialists in
various subjects are sometimes invited to contribute and the Extension
Service calls on representatives from government departments, the com-
munity and the University who may be able to contribute to the session
with specific information drawn from experience.




MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY
{ EXTENSION SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Mr. Frank Allured Cartwright Office — 386
Labrador Coast Labrador Home — 315
Mr, George Billard P.O. Box 908 Office — 643-4333
West Coast Region Stephenville Home — 643-3731
Mr. Dave Curran Harbour Grace Office — 596-3651
Avalon Region Nfld. Home — 596-5398
Mr. Fred Earle P.O. Box 460 Office — 535-2789
Northeast Region Lewisporte, Nfid. Home — 5352109
Mr. Stan Kinden (Part-time) Stag Harbour Office —
Stag Harbour—Fogo Island Fogo Island Home — 3116
Mr. Martin Lowe P.O. Box 119 Office — 4521
Northern Region Port au Choix Home -
Mr. Tom O’Keefe P.O, Box 427 Office — 466-2009
Clarenville Area Clarenville Home — 466-2568
Mr. lan Strachan (Part-time)  Nain Office —
Labrador North Labrador Home —
Mr. Neil Woolfrey Marystown Office —
Burin Peninsula Region Burin Peninsula Home — 279-1435
Mr. Aubrey Wright Churchill Falls School School — 926-3364
Churchill Falls Churchill Falls, Labrador Home — 925-3668
Dr. Jim Hearne (Pres.) MUN Alumni Assoc.

P.0O. Box 1902
Mr. Ed Hunt Lab. City/Wabush Branch — 944-2232
(Representative) Labrador City, Labrador
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