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In 197Z a grand total 01975.578 cords of
wood of all species was cut in
Newfoundland. 0/ these cords. by far the
greatest amount went into pulpwood for
local M("wsprint manufacture. Nearly a
million cords 0/ wood! If it were all
sowlogs there would be enough wood to
build 33.300 houses with 3 bedrooms and
there would be enough left over to put
333,000 cords into pulpwood. Who cut that
timber? And was it put for the best
possible use a/our peoplf'? We're going to
try to lind out.
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You may wonder what's happening to Decks
Awash ... It's gone to newsprint and it keeps changing its
insid es. Well, like all organizations, we're growing and
changin g and trying to get information about our
Province's resources, be it boats, people , forests or
what ever, out to you in a straight forward easy to rea d
form mann er . Decks Awash (it 's name soon will be
changed by you) is coming out once every two months now
and each issue will concentrate on one particular subject.
Hut up to date stories about Province-wide
organizations unions cl:rOps Women's Institutes as
well as people doing interesting things will alway s be in­
cluded . We hope you 'll write us and tell us wha t you think
about the articles ... and if you have stories and pictures to
add. we'll be gla d to see those too.
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Co-operat ive
news

Midlands Consumer Co-operat ive
Societ y, in business since 1940, is in
deep trouble. A two-monthnotice of
intended cancellation of registr a tion
on the grounds of bankruptcy was
issued on September 10, This
situation was caused by substained
operating losses, excessive
borrowing and lack of adequate
member support. Mr . Samual Kean ,
Inspector of co-operative societ ies,
has been appointed Administrator ,
according to Grodon Dawe , Minister
of Provincial Affairs and
Environment.

The Co-operative was success ful
for over 30 years , but in the ea rl}'
1970' s the y moved from their small
wooden frame building int o a
modern . brick structure twice the
size of the original and one of the
most modem in Midlands toda y.
They built on the advice of others,
thinking they had more money than
the y had , and now it is costing them
over $140.00 a day to keep open.
They've lost their workin g capita l as
well .

What happened: Well. man y
things... maybe the members did not
really understand the co-operative.
perhaps the Board of Directors were
not as familiar with business
problems as they should have been ,
perha ps the Manager was not as
shrewd as tieshould have been . And
also . it was human error : a local
auditor reported a profit (some
invoices had never reached him)
when actually there was none.

The Newfoundland Co-operative
Services, which provides many
functions to many co-ops, such as
managerial services , accounting
and auditing, were called in late
1971 because cr ed it ors we re
beginning to question the co-ops'
financial situation. NCSdid an audit
and found that rather than being in
sound financial condition, the Co-op
had financial problems. They were
asking for loans and had no way to
pay the daily bills . lnunediately the
Co-op Service replaced th e
Manager. but the co-op was too far
in debt for the new manager to be
very effective.

The Board went to the Terra Nova
Credi t Societ y for $127.000in loans
but because Terra Nova was awa re
of the co-op's financial prob lem,
they refused the loan . They then
went to Mr. Doody who said that if
Terra Nova ga ve the gran t, t he
Government would back it.. .and the
loan was made in 1972.Now the store
is over $250,000 in debt and the
Govenunent might get stock with
th e bil l. Unless the indivdual
members are prepared to pay over
S7,000in interest every three months
and ta ke it on the chi n for a number
of yea rs, th e Government has
declared losses. Actually. this had
bee n order ed befor e by the
Government , but the y had recalled
th e order a ft e r a gove rnment
member intervened .

Part of the benefit s of belonging to
a co-op ar e the pat ronage dividends
and long ago those had stopped. The
mem ber s, too, had stopped coming ,
perhaps because the re were no
dividends. Out of 240 members. only
~ or 60shop each week in the sto re,
hardly enough to keep a store going,
let alone payoff the debts caused by
the new building. Where are the
members? They are shop ping in
Corne r Brook, either because they
work there, or because they go there
for other reason s and pick up a few
groceries at t he same tim e.

According to a repo rt by the
Mar iti m e Co-opera tive Se rv ices ,
which was rece ntly cal led in to do a
feasibility study of the co-op, the
poten tial is th er e fo r 400·500
members. but there just does n' t
see m to be the inter est. People have
a hard time under st andin g that if

they don't shop at the store, it will
lose money, and they will receive no
dividends. It 's not part of a larger
business which can absorb

Now that the store is in danger
there has been a flurry of activity.
Meetings ha ve been held with 250
members turning out, but it still
seems there isn't too much active
interest on the part of the members.
It's more from the Board of
Dir ect ors who have beenthere quite
a while and naturally have a vested
inte res t in the opera tion.

The quest ion is. do the members
want or need a co-op enough to
financially put it back on its feet '! As
for the 3 employees. the
Mana ger is employed by
Newfoundland CQ-QP Services and

Laurie Cashin JUQ llQging Director .
ofNfl d. Co-op Servi ces
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Althou gh the new Tenancy
Board has received a fair
a mount of publicity during
the sum mer throug h open
line shows and television
progr a ms. it is now in full
oper a tio n a nd hopefully
tena nts a nd lan dlords alike
will take adva ntage of it

For man y years there was
d Ren t Control Board, but
people recognized that it was
outd ated. Resear ch was done
on te na ncy boards across
Nor th Amer ica and soon Bill
21 ( be tter kn own as the Act),
was introduc ed. It was based
on ten ancy boa rds elsewhere
and considered to lie one of
the most for wa rd thinking in
Nor th America.

The general public was
allowed to take a few pot
s hots a t it after the first
readin g, Two summers ago
ther e was a conference held
{In Bill 21 in St. J ohn's and ten

More about

tenants and

landlords

Over 800 full and part-tim e people
were involved in making over $600
million in retail sales last year, an
increase of over 385 percent since
1965. The C1arenviUe C IHl P is just
going into its second expansion and
the Stephenville C<HJp has over 350
people waiting to join.So you can see
that Co-<lPS can be successful and
play a major part in the economy ­
with member s' support. The NCS,
located at 283Duckworth Street has
information on Co-<lPS available, as
well as a centralized accounting,
auditing services, also charged with
responsibility for development of
Co-op's and co-opeducation courses.
They will also provide mana gers for
co-ops and the Government provides
an inspection service to protect the
consumer .

may be employed elsewhere, the
others have been offered jobs in
Deer Lak e, accordin g to t he
Government , and perhaps another
co-up might take the business over
and employ them. In actual num­
bers, if the business closed, not that
many would be out of work.

Now this isn't to scare you about
co-ops, but ther e is an important
point to be made here . C<HJps can' t
exist without the members being
totally involved. They have to attend
meetings, question polici es and
financial matt ers, and they have to
shop at and use the co-op. There are
many successful co-ops in the
Province . Over 16,000 heads of
families are involved in over 68 co­
ops and some have a much smaller
membership than the Midlands one.
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Problems at Long Harbour again?
There' s quite a bit of

... mok e a nd dark clouds
surrounding the veg etation
and tree damage in the Long
Harbour area. Apparently
over two miles of trees and
mor e than four mile s of
vegeta tion have been killed
from the fume s of the Plant
On humid days a bluish
sm oke hangs over the
urea ..... . tt's even notice abl e
from the Trans Canada .....
and the tree s have turned
gray in color. The )' have
what is known as tip burn.
The dead and damaged
vege ta ti on is harder to
notice, but it's very much
ther e.

Fortunately the tree stands
are of little value and the

vegetation isn 't much good to
anyone, but this may have
created a problem
unknowingly. Because the
area was of no value to
anyone, no action was taken
until recently. ER CO, at
Long Harbour since 1968, has
been monitoring the damage
for at least three years and
the government has known
about the dam age for about a
year, but they haven't done
anything until this summer .
Now the Provincial and
Federal governments a r e
doing surveys to identify the
problem areas and to see the
extent of damage to forests ,
insects , water, vegetation
and the like . Government
monitoring stations are
being set up to see what

happens to the area over a
year or two and the con­

. suiting firm of James F .
McLaren Ltd . of Toro nto has
been e mployed to do an
e nvir onmenta l quality study,
usin g the infra red techn ique
which imm edi ately shows up
those ar e as that are
dam aged .

It should be pointed out
that although the damage is
quite ex tens ive and there is
no-way to know how long it
has been going on, last
su m me r's hu mid i ty was
particularly high, especially
in July. T his helped to keep
th e poison ous flouride
vapours low.... at tree and
vege ta tion level.

(Conti nued)



Tenants

Landlords
or so recommendation s
ca me out of it , six of which
we rc finally incorporated
into the Act. When the Bill
ca me up again at a Con­
ter en ce on Human Bights,
mor e recom menda tions
were m ad e and finally in­
cor pora ted - and Bill 21 wa s
fin all y passed as the Lan­
dlord and Tenant
t lt es ide ntia l Tenants) Act ,
1973.

After it was passed Mr.
Clyde Br adbury, Dir ector of
Landlord a nd Tenant
Relations and several other
people loured the Province
ex pla ining the Act and the
proposed Boards.

The old rent control boards
... ta yed on until August, when
the ne w boards.. wer e ap­
pointed. There ar e now five
Bo ar-ds a ll under the
chai r mu ns hip of lawyers:
the Sl. John' s Area Board

Long Ha rbo ur

When as ked why it took so
long for the government to
look into the problem. one
offi cial replied" Well, it
takes ,I long time to get these
thing s g oing." And a s
a nother official pointed out ,
" it's not like a n oil spill that
has to be cle aned up im ­
mcd fa te ly .... it ·s doing no
imm edi ate damage J and
the pr oblem needs to be
s tudied." But all the mor e
reas on it should have been
look ed into im­
medi at el y... .because it tak es
that milch more tim e to
..tud y . And there is nothing to
say that it doesn 't spread. A
fe w mil es thi s year .... .a few
mor e mil es next year. And
wha t about the anima ls and
bird s that ar e being forced
out of the area ?

Thi s kind of thin g has
happ ened else where. A few
years ago in Ontario ERCO
had a Ie r ti ll ae r plant that

NOTE TO FISHERMEN
The Biology Department

at Memorial University is
always on the look-out for
weird and wonderful
creatures, such as sea
turtles or oversized su n­
(ish , but unfortunately,
they are not in a position to
purchase them . If a
strange creature is found
and the person finding it
would like to donate it to
the University. they would
most gratefully accept it.

chaired by David Riche ; the
eastern area (covering the
tip of the Burin to
Bon aviata ), chaired b)' Fred
Bishop in Marvstown: the
central area chaired by
Clarence Dwyer of Grand
Falls; the western area
chaired by Leonard Hawco in
Corner Brook; and Labrador
chaired by Arthur Miller in
Labrador Cit) '. All members
of the Boards are appointed
by the Lieutenant in Council.

kill ed off many crops. guch a
fuss was raised at the time
that cnc did a documentary
"Air of Death" about the
problem.

Appa ren tly there is a
Ne wfoundland Act to prevent
such companies as ERCO
from sending poisonous
gases into the air, but it
hasn't been proclaimed yet.
That means it can't be en­
f orc ed until the public
becomes vehement a nd
demands that it be passed.

With the chances of oil
bein g found on the Grand
Banks (a nd the chances of an
oil spill in this area in­
creasing) , with effluence
being dumped into 81.
(; eorge's Bay from the
Linerboard mill and with
more und mor e plants and
refineries being built. pretty
-oon our valuable resources
are going to be damaged
unless s t rict measure are
taken and taken soon.

DICKS
a W a SH

In other word s , they are
politic al np ­
p o i n t mc n t s ... whi ch ha s
received some cr iticis m, an d
they ar e gen erall y mad e up
01 busine ssm en a nd lan ­
-Ilords... which has re ceived
even mor e criticism . A s ocia I
worker from the Welf ar e
Dep artment also a t tends the
meetings. but a s an observ er
to give advice. The purpose
(If the Boards is to hear all

. sides of .1 preble rn between
tenants and a landlord a nd to
make recom menda tions
based on the evidence. The
Bo ard will m ed ia tc in
disputes dealing with how
milch rent should be
charged , the state of repair
of a building, when welfare
tenants are evicted and so
forth.

On September 10 and 11 a
training seminar was held in
Sl John' s for the tenancy
Boards because -most of the
members wer e new to the
business . In the seminar the y
learned a bou t the legal
terminology of the Act, the
lunctions of the Boards, and
how they would handle the
cases . Now the first hearings
are being set up in Sl. J ohn's .
Over 45 cases are scheduled
to be heard.

Although no meetings have
yet been scheduled for other
..treas, complaints have been
regis te r ed in central and
western Newfoundland and
in Labrador and meetings
will be set lip shortly. It is
hoped that a week a month
can be spent on cases in each
area .

In the near future a
brochure will be printed
which will explain, in mor e
readable terms, the content
of the Act. The brochure will
be available free of charge to
anyone. Right now copies of
the Act can be obtained from
the Director of La ndlord and
Tenant Relations Division,
Department of Provincial
Affairs. Confederation
Building.



It has taken 8 ye a rs a nd a g re a t d ea l of hard work and dedication on the
pa rt of a gr eat m a ny gove r nme nt employees , but we finally know just
wha t our for est s co nt ai n an d rough ly what value they ha\-'e for us.
'nformation on th e Island 's re sou rces has now been put into book form
a nd is available to an yone who w ish es to ha ve it. The information on
Labrador will so on be a vailable a s we ll.

The result of fina lly knowing sho uld mea n t hat ind us try a nd g c vc r n­
m ent ca n finall y plan wise ly f or t.he fut ur e use of our /lIos t va luab"le
res o u rce .

In o r d e r that yo u too can ta k e par t in the future. the following pages
prov ide s ome of the information and some of the opin io ns of those wh
can affect the future .

Fo r those w ho wi s h to ha ve more detailed information. the Extension
Se rvice of M e m or ial Un i vers it y is - prepared to make available the
rese a rc h that we n t into comp ili ng th is repo rt.

We 'd be m o re than happy to hea r from you .
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The facts :
Wha t wood there is.

what it's like and who owns it

COG •H whoown,it.

cent is rese rved for our
parks.

The ne w me th od of
measuring our wood is the
cunit. The cunit is 100 cubic
feet of solid wood, wher eas a
cord is 128 fee t of stacked
wood. As you ca n see by our
sec ond log, 51,768,000 cunits
of wood have been leased
Irom the P rovince in order to
use the ti mber. 13,727,000
cunits are in the hands of
private owners a nd
municipali ti es, 32,998,000
cunits stand on lands tha t
st ill belong to the people of
Ne wfoundla nd and 1,005,000
cunits have been set as ide for
park s.

Most of our forest is sort­
wood, to a total of 7 a nd a
qua rte r milli on acres. Only
half a mill ion acres is totally
hardw ood stands and the rest
is a combination of softw ood
and hardwoods. Over six and
a half million acres of our

(Continued on next page )
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The Province of
Newfoundland contains
twenty-seven and a half
million acres. As you can see
from our log number one,
over nine million acres of
that is forested land, capable
of producing a product for
resale. The wood found on T
(softwood scrub) and on H
( har dwood scrub) does not
produce wood of a size that
can be used for any purpose.

Of the nine million ac res of
forested land, 37 per cent is
still owned and controlled by
the Provincial Government,
49 per cent is land that ha s
been leased from t he
Province for the purpose of
using the timber, 13 per ce nt
is owned outright b y
municipalities , or by pr ivate
owners, and less than 1 per

( .. nilSl"SoI ICI!S )
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Those who use our forests

Our forests are used by all of us some of the time, by
some of us all of the time, and they are used as well by
our wildlife population. Users of our forests who are
extremely unwelcome are insects and disease. The
people of Newfoundland have the most to gain by an
understanding of our forests and by future proper
management of the richest resources in our Province.
Those who also stand to gain by proper management in
the future are our three big eompan lea- Bowaters , Prfce
(NOd.) Limited and the Llnerboard Mill in Stephenville.

Bowaters
Bowalers Limited in

Corner Brook employees
2.200; 1,000 work in the wood s
and 1.200 in the Mill This
year they will cut and use
about 450,000 cords of
pulpwood in the Province.
When they cut on lands
leased from the crown , the
company pays a stompage
fee of $2.00 per square rrale.

(Continued)

Province are now considered
to be in use, which leaves 3
million acres of forested land
not yet ex ploited.

Log 3 will show you the
amount of useable softwood
in the Province and those
who own it. As you can see ,
41,210,000 cunits are on
lease; 10,716,000 cunits are in
the hands of private owners ;
25,030,000 cunits are still in
the hands of the crown, and
790,000 cunlts are reserved
for parks.

Log 4 will show you a
similar story about who has
the right to cut our hard­
woods. 6,166 ,000 has been
leased from the crown ;
1,861,000 is privately owned;
4,243,000 is still controlled by
the crown and 138,000 cunits
have been reserved for
recreation. For our readers
who wish to have a more
indepth picture of just who
controls our Province, please
refer to the map in the centre
of the paper.

In 1972 they paid $18,500 in
stompage.

As 01 June 30th , 1973,
Bowaters began paying the
provincial sales tax. Under
the original agreement made
with the Newfoundland
Government, the company
paid an income tax of 20 per
ce nt of its income , up to a
maximum of $150,000 a year.
This was the only tax paid up
to 1949. Since that time they
have paid Federal a nd

In any future use of the
forests in Newfoundland, we
have to consider the age of
the trees. Right now in the
Prov ince, about 45 per cent
of our wood which is in the
co mmercial areas is in
mature stands; about 17 per
cent is immature and about
38 per cent is overma ture.
This means that 38 per cent
of the forest on land leased
for production, is dying and
prone to insects and disea se .
THAT IS, ON LAND
LEASED FOR USE .
REMEMBER THERE ARE
3 MILLION ACRES IN THE
PROVINCE THAT ARE
NOT CONSIDERED TO BE
COMMERCIALLY VIABLE
BECAUSE THEY AR E
INACCESSIBLE RIGHT
NOW.

The value of our forest has
now risen to well over
$100,000,000. This figure is
rapidly rising. But the forest
itself is being rapidly used
up .

Provincial corporation taxes
just as any other company.
This tax was only paid after
t he Fe dera l Government
took the matter to the courts.

Since 1967the company has
been paying the gasoline tax,
and now this year, for the
first time, they will be paying
the 7 per ce nt Provincial
sales tax . They pay no
municipal taxes to the town
of Corner Brook .

The 1923 agreeme nts
requ ired the company to
export 50,000 cords of
pulpwood a year to provide
extra e mployment over and
above their paper mill in
Corner Brook. But the
Government has now banned
all exp or t of pulpwood and
Bowa ters has had trouble
gett ing loggers to cut the
wood anyway.
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The company has provided
a great deal of employment
in Newfoundland in the past
50 years, and the city of
Corner Brook owes its very
existence and many of its
services to them.

However, Bowaters has
corne in for much criticism
over the years and this
criticism is laking a very
specific course at this time .
These criticisms were put to
P reside nt and General
Manager, M.G. Gree n, and to
Max Vardy, Woodlands
Manager of the co mpany,
and we thank them for their
re plies.

The com pan >, holds rights
to too much land in the "
Provin c e, and thi s ha s meant
a t ying -up 0/ o ve r m a tu re
timber .

The company ag rees that
they hold too much timber
rig hts . But they point out that
much of their land will only
be ready (or a seco nd cutting
in 25 years. And it is to the
excess stands that they mus t
turn to keep the mill going
during that period . Cutting a
forest for the first time, too,
is less productive. Old timber
yields only 15 to 18 cords per
acre, whereas second cut­
tings yie ld up to 25 cords per
acre.

Th e co m pa ny e-q u ip me n t is
c bsc te te and inefficient.

Mr. Vardy says the har-

vesting equipment owned by
Bowaters has alw ays been
the very latest equipment
available on the market
However , Mr. Green ad mits
that there are many areas in
the mill which could be
imp roved by new equipment

The company has taken
huge profits out of
Newfoundland and instead of
building up th e Corner Brook
mill , has inv es ted t hese
profits in the southern United
States.

Mr . Gree n re plied that
the pr ofits have been good,
but not really huge. Dur ing
the last of the good yea rs, in
1965, the compa ny return ed
81f.t to 9 per cent to its
shareholders, and this figure
dropped to 1 per cent during
periods of slump .

He went on to say " If the
co mpany decided in its
wisdom to invest its money
elsewhere, I take my ha t off
to them. Tha t' s busi ness a nd
there's nothing sinister or
bad about it. Surely
Newfou ndland businessmen
are permitted to invest their
money where they wish .It

The co m pa ny ha s raped
the fore st and d one nothing
ab out pr oper f or e st manag­
ement .

The company insists the) '
have done a far better job of
forest management and
development tha n the

DECKS
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Provincial Government has
done . They believe that
refo restation is unnecesa r ry ,
exce p t in badly burned
areas , but that thinning is
essential. They have con­
ducted many experiments
but have yet to find a method
that is not wasteful. In recent
years they spe n t about
$600,000 a year on access
roads and are now looking at
ways of making more use of
the timber resource.

N ew $prin t is a bulk
pr oduct and Bowaters should
be produc in g a m ore refined
product . suc h a s fine paper .

Mr . Green says the
compa ny would be hap py to
be doing just this . Howeve r,
Newfoundland 's dista nce
from the big markets , say of
southern Ontario, makes this
economically impossible.

Bowaters is very con­
cerned about the future
sup ply of pulpwood and how
the Linerboard Mill's needs
will affect their operations.
Up to 40,000 cords of wood a
year ca me from part- tim e
logger s who cut on cr own
lan d, but tha t supply is now
going to Ste phe nville. They
also recognize the pr oblem s
being faced in getting enough
pulpwood for the Liner board
Mill, but they insist the
solution to the pr oblem mus t
not affect the paper indus try.
They maintain that ou r
Government has done lit tle
or nothing to build ac cess
road s. Our rough ter ra in
means access roads cost the
company about $2.00 a mile
for every cord of wood. In the
United States, it costs about
30 cents a mile .

This is only one of many
ways which our cli mate and
terrain crea te difficulties for
the company . And these
difficu lties mean the paper
industry in Newfoundland is
not competitive with the
United States industry.

Mr. Green says, " The only
reason we are still in

(Continued)
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Stephenvi lle Linerboard mi ll
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Other than the nagging
prospect that the Province
may never recover from
what Premier ~1 OOTCS has
labelled the 'astronomical'
public investment in the
crown-owned Stephenville
Linerboard Mill. the most
immediate and critical
problems facing the 122
million enterprise arc an
.acute shortage of raw
materials and the inability to
attract loggers to harvest
what wood is available.

The Mill. which went into
production in F'eburary of
this year, is experiencing a
norm ill start-up a nd is ex­
pected to reach its rated
capacity of 1,000 tons of
linerboard per day b)' mid­
1974.

But when the Mill goes into
full production, its giant paper
making machines will
require 600,000 cords of wood
a year and the combined
output of Labrador Liner-

Bowaters
(Continued)

business a t all is tha t the
United States cannot pro­

duce all its own requirements
of newsprint and we get the
orders that are left over. So
you can be absolutely sure
that when tough times come
ag ain, the mills that are
going to shut down are going
to be Canadian mills ."

Mr . Vardy has strong
feelings about the

Government's encoura­
gement of small sawmills.
He says, " It 's like giving
them a rope to hang them­
selves, They will all shut
down as soon as prices begin
to go down. And they are
very wasteful. They are all
burning their slabs and tops,
material that should be used
in the paper industry,"

The company expects to
produce $75 million worth of
paper during 1974.

board Limited's logging
operation in Goose Bay and
other camps planned for the
Island will not be enough to
feed it, even if the)" perform
.It peak potential.

The Goose Bay operation Is
scheduled to altain its
designed capacity of 250,000
cords annually by next year,
but if past and present
performance is anything to"
go by, the efficiency of the
camp will have to improve
considera bly. '

According to government
figures , only about 120,000
cords were shipped from
Goose bay in 1972 and with
only a few weeks left in this
year's shipping season. it
a ppe a r s Labrador Liner­
board will fall far short of its '
target of 200,000 cords.

In early September, with
the 1973 shipping season
about hall over, only about
one quarter of this year's
objective has arrived at
Stephenville. ..

In addition to the Goose Bay
operation, ' Labrador
Linerboard will be operating
three camps on the Isalnd
each supplying 50,000 cords
hy next year.

The first camp is to be
opened at South wes t Brook
this fall, the second will be
located nearby in the spring
of next year, and the third
will be set up a t Fox Island
River by the middle of 1974.

An additional 100,000 cords
will be purchasedfrom private
contr ac tors on the Island for
it total of 500.000 cords.

This will still leave the mill
100,000 cords short of its
annual requirements when
full production is reached,
but company officials say
steps are being taken to
acquire more wood from
sources on the Island and
some may also lie imported.

It is expected tha t when
the Government receives the

report of a committee set up
to evaluate a ll timber
resources in the Province,
some st ands now held by
Price and Bowaters rna) ' be
transferred to the Liner­
board Mill for its future
requirements.

Labrador Linerboard is
also studying the possibility
of converting its machinery
at a cost of a t least 1.5 million
so that birch and other
hardwoods could be used in
the opera tion.

But the company says even
H it proves feasible to con­
ver-t the machinery, only
between five and ten percent
of the total woodsupplycould
be ha rdw ood .

Heward Ingram, President
of Labrador Linerboard, said
recently that even though the
shortage or raw material is a
very serious problem , the
biggest single headache at
the moment is a shortage of
wood cutters,

Several hundred people
are needed now to cut wood
on hand, said .1\1 . Ingram, but
the company is unable to
give the jobs away - even
though <'1 logger can earn as
much as $100.00 per day,
including bonuses and
overtime.

Mr. Ingram said there are
.1 number of factors con­
tributing to the difficult)" in
a t tra ct ing wood cutters, but
the major one would appear
to be that logging, despite
modern equipment and good
camps, is " still hard work"
and many workers would

. rather make less money in
an easier job .

While Labrador Liner­
board is up to its ears in
difficulties with its wood
harvesting operation, the
company says marketing the
product is presenting no
problems at all.

{Continlied}
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Price

(Nf ld.) ltd.
The Price company em­

ploys 1,000 people in thie
mill , and about 1.300 in their
wood s a nd transportation
effors ts. T his year they will

Linerboa rd
(Co ntinuedl

" We cou ld 5eI1600.000 tons
right now if we had it," S3)'S
Robert Kr af t. President of
Intern a ti ona l Forests
Produ cts , a subsidiary of the
United States based Rand
whitney Corporation, which
has the Mill ' s marketing
contract,

Mr . Kr aft said the liner­
board ma rk e t is firm and the
company is in the enviable
position of being able to pick
und choose its customers.

"The pape r industry is a
fickly busin ess with its ups
and down s." sa id Mr. Kraft
recently , .. a nd our com ­
pany's a im is to acquire
customer s wit h no other mill
affiliation who will stick with
us when the markets go
soft."

The fir st long-r a nge
contract arranged by
Intern ati on a l Forest
P ,rodu cts was a Jour-year
pact for 50,000 tons annually
with United Bra nds Cor ­
poration, a m ul tl-na tiona l
ouUit with a nnua l sales of $2
bill ion.

Mr . Kr aft said United
Brands has no interest in any
other mill and this falls
perfectly in line "with our
stra tegy to a tt r ac t only the
highe st ra ted customers."

At pr ese nt , Labrador
Linerboar d has about 1,000
peopl e on the payroll, but this
is expe c ted to double next
year when abut 600 will be
working at the Mill and
a not he r 1,400 hopefu lly
em ployed in the associated
loggin g ope ra tions.

10

cut a nd use about 300,000
cords of pulpwood in the
P rov ince . When the com­
pa ny cuts on crown land they
pay a s tompage fee of 12.00
per squa re mile a nd last year
the)' paid 12,500for this right

Sinc e the company's birth
in 1904. the)' have paid aU
cor pora tion taxes , gasoline
and sales ta xes. They pay no
mu nici pal taxes to the town
of G ra nd Falls.

Price ( Nfld . ) too has
provi ded a great deal of
employ ment in the past.
altho ug h the)' have con­
tr ibuted less to the socia l life
of Gr and Falls than man)'
people believe they should
have done.

The company has also
come in for its share of
cri ticis m, and we thank Mr.
Tom Neill, Mill Manager;
and Mr. ford BudgeI, general
Logg ing Superintendant. for
thei r replies .

T he co m pa n y has cut what
they wanted out of the forest
and d one nothi ng towards
proper management .

Aeri al view

DECKS
AWASH
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The company replies that

they are now on their second
cutting in many areas and
they are finding the opera ton
milch more economical than
in the first cutting. They say
this benefit has only come
from good management
practices.

The company has too great
a tim ber supply . They are
very reluctant now to see
anyone take over lands into
which they have put roads
and river work to make their
limits productive . They
claim crown land has had
little or no management done
on it.

The company belives .tha t
expansion must take place,
in the paper industry, as in
any other industries, and
that the timber limits they
nowholdwould allow for only
modest expansion.

The company has Shipped
out a bulk product in
newsprint and should be
making a more refined
product such as their Price
Mill in Quebec does.

Mr. Neill pointed out that
the Price company in Quebec
is one of the biggest suppliers
of Canada's needs in paper
products. But he said that
such an operation would not
work in Newfoundlnd
because we are so far away
from the big centres.

About50 per cent of Price's
supply of pulpwood comes
down the Exploits River and
the remainder is trucked
from the central region. In
this way they are far better
off than Bowaters in Corner
Brook. The terr-ain in central
Newfoundland is also much
gentler than on the west
coast, which means easier
logging and less costly access
roads.

Price is now attempting to
get in on the fat lumber
market by putting a lumber
mill in HallsBay. They are
reluctant to discuss the
budding operation, but say it
will be a large sawmill (and
large to them means at least

"
40 million feet of lumber a
year). They plan to use what
timber they can in lumber
and all the waste will be
chipped and used in the
Grand Falls paper mill
They also believe the small
mills are wasteful and
uneconomical,

1\1 r. Neill believes the
Stephenville Linerboard Mill
should have been built in
Labrador and shuld be
supplied sole ly with
Labrador timber. The mill,
he says , will put too great :.I

str-ain on the Island's supply
of timber and he insists any
solution to their problem
mus t not harm the paper
industry.

Price (Nfld.) claims it has
had a great deal of damage
done to its limits in the
central wilderness area.
They say when this area was
Hooded to supply water for
the Bay D'Espoir Power
Development, there was
d a mage done up to $2
million. The Government
has disagreed and the whole
matter is now be ing looked at
by Government and com­
P:OlOY lawyers.

We have been told that our
Province is in for another 8 to
10 years of severe wea ther
conditions . Price was
seriously hampered in their
shipping operations when the
harbour at Botwood was
closed last winter and they
say another such winter can
mean a "serious set-back to
the company,"

Mr. Neill puts respon­
sibility for the solution to this
problem squarely on the
shoulders of Governmenl
They say the Governments
iceb re ak ing equipment is
woefully inadequate and
that, though the crews on
these ships are more than
helpful, the)' are unable to
cope with ice conditions with
the pitiful ships they are
required to use .. The com­
pany expects to produce
about 150 million worth of
newsprint in 1974.
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A sunnie r day

A t Hawkes Bay

Haw kes Bay
The Hawkes Bay lumber

mill, owned by Newfoun­
dland Forest Products
Limited, has come in for
heavy criticism in the past. It
has made seve ra l starts , and
has rec eived .1 lot of public
money to pu t it on its feet, but
has continually run into
trouble .

Newfoundland Forest
Products Limited is jointly
owned by Bowater-s and the
Lund rig a n Cnm p anv of
Corner Brook. In the past,
Bowa ters cut pulpwood in the
Hawkes Bay ar ea for the
Corner Brook mill, and the'
switch to a lumber operation
has meant retraining many
loggers. "You don't take a
logger and make him into a
lumberman overnight," said
Mr. Green of Bowaters. It is
the labour supply which has
created most of the com­
parry's, problems, according
to Mr . Green.

The company hopes to
eventually produce 25 million
board feet of lumber a year
on a two shift sys te m. They
are now producing 60 to
70,000 feet of lumber in each
~hift. All scr aps from the
lumber will be shipped to
Cnrne r Brook for paper
processing.

Asked whether he felt
there was enough timber on
the peninsula to operate such
a huge mill, Mr . Green said
the plan is to operate the mill
at Hawkes Bay for 15 years .

After that who knows?
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Sawmills

There are ov er 1,200
s aw mill s in Newfoundland.
These mills produced over
61,000 cords of lumber last
ve ar , most of it to be sold in
Newfoundland .

Si nce Nove mber, 1972, t he
P r ovi nci a I Gover n me nt .
under the Depa r tme nt of
Hura l Devel opment, iss ued
loa ns to 408 mill s. Thi s figure
was for bot h new mill s and to
c n la r -ge or moder nize
exis ti ng mill s .

Mostnf our lum ber is cut
and mill ed by only a few
ope r a tors. It mus t be
reali zed that bv far the
major i ty of the mill s pr odu ce
und er 50,000 feet of lumber a
vc ar. In the ca teg ory of
200,000 fee t per year and up
\\C have 19 mill s and they a re
producing 15 million fee t of
lumbe r a yea r. Th e ot her 15
milli on feel of lumber comes
(In the m ark et from the more
tha n 1,100 s ma lle r mill s.

WHAT IT COSTS TO CUT ...

To obt ain a licence to cut
wood in Newfoundla nd for
a nc sa le \\ hate ver, th e'
opera tor pays a fee of $1.00.
If the wood is to be cu t for
home use, the fee is 50 ce nt.
Bowat er s a nd Price hav e
another r at e.

In order to ge t a mill
opera tors' licen ce you mus t
pay $20.00 a year. However ,
the stc mpag e fee is the grea t
eq ua lize r. You m a y pa y
anyw here from $1.50 to $6.00
a cord for the a mount of
wood you ac tua lly take out.
This fee is se t when an
oper a tor applies for a per­
mi t. It is decid ed upon by the
local fores t ran ger in the
dis tri c t, and he make s his
de cis ion on the easy or dif ·
fic ult situa tion in which the
wood is cut, and also on the
dis tanc e the operator must
('10 his work. '

The la w says a minimum
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of 50 ce nts s tum page must be
charged, but it ha s been
many yea rs since sawmills
pa id s uc h <l lo w rate .
Average ra tes today are
$2.50 a cord , a nd officials of
t he Fo res t ry Department
here say the present stum­
page charge will most cer­
tninlv rise in the future .

Incidenta lly , pre-Confe-
. dc ra ti on ch arges for

.... aw mill s were a flat , in­
clus ive $5.00 a yea r.

Ma nv sav s ma ll mills are
proving to be mor e of a
nuis ance to the planning of
the future of our Province.
T hese are the people who
opera te la rge mill s, as well
as those who believe our
Iores ts s hould be producing
more lumber a t less cost to
the consu me r.

Oth er s s a y that our
Newfou nd land tradition - fish
in the sum mer and logging in
the winter ( the "fish and chip
days") , s hould be the
deci ding fac tor in planning
lor the future.

In t he forest too we find the
age old conflict between
eco nomics and our way of
life.

However , a third factor
ente rs the picture when we
1001\ at dwindling world
resou r ces , and look a t the
was tea ge caused bv small
operators who cannot buy the
equ ip me nt needed to make
tota l use of our forests.

One final factor needs to be
take n into account when we
think of the future of the
saw mill. It is lumber which
ma kes th e highest return on
the tim ber cut. Because
whe n we produce lumber we
are pr oducing a product
whic h is ready for use by the
consumer. When we produce
paper , we are producing a
bul k item . newspaper .
which is low on the scale of
paper products. (We put
60,00 0 cords into lumber in
1972 and over 700,000 cords
into pulpwood. )
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A little

big guy
Mr. Tom Lewisof Gayside near

Botwoodis a former employee of
Price NOd. Ltd, He has gotten a
small loan from the Departm ent
of Rural Development and has
set up a sawmill which is cutt ing
a half million feet of lumber a
year .

Mast of his lumber is sold in the
area, for example he is supplying
material for an old age home
being buill in Porterville. The
rest he ships to St. John's,
Gander and Grand Falls. His lops
go to the liner-beard mill in
Stephenville.

Tom is cutting on crown land
and using government access
roads . He believes the smaller
mills are wasteful because they
are leaving toomuch waste in the
woods. He believes the operation
in the area should be integrated
so that they could support a
chipping mill which would mean
all the waste would go to the
linerboard mill.

Tom is a lot happier now that
he is his own boss, and he is not
working half so hard as he did for
the paper company . He is making
more money, and he has a lot
more time to spend with his
family.

Insects

and disease
Insects and disease have

been responsib le for the
destruction of 400,000 cords
of wood a year in
Newfoundland. That's
enough wood to supply our
total lumber needs, or 100
million feet of lumber, or it
could supply the needs of
Price (Nfld.) Limited for
ever.

One of the major causes of
this destruction has been the
over-maturity of many of our
stands. And the major causes
of over-maturity have been
the lack of access roads into
distant stands, and the
control of productive areas
by large companies.



The worst little pests that
an' responsible for such
widespread consumption are
the Hemlock Looper , the
Balsam Wooly Aphid, and the
Birc h Casebearer.
rm : II EM LOCK LOOPE R

This obnoxious little
creature has been a recorded
immigrant in Newfoundland
... inee 1912. The most recent
outbreak Legan in 1966 and
up to now has spread through
4 million acres of saleable
timber.

In 1968 and 1969, the two
paper companies, helped by
the Federal Forest Service,
sp r-ayed 2 and a hall million
acres and studies show that
this spray ing saved 10
mi llion cords of wood.

Recent studies ha ve
revea led tha t 4 million co rds
of wood have so far been
des troyed by the He mlock

Damage from weelly aphid

'3
Looper.
Ti l E WOOLY APII JI)

You can't see this pest, but
you can certainly see the
da muge it causes.

It's been around since 1949
und has spread to most areas
of the Island, except the
Northern Peninsula. It at­
tacks ma inly jhe tops of
trees, retards growth, and
eventually destroys the tree.
One hopeful factor with the
control of the aphid is its
inab il ity to survive low
temperatures. Something
good will come of the
forecast low temperatures in
the next 10 years!

TilE BIR CII CASE BEA"ER

The birch casebearer is a
Iairty new pest and so far it
has attacked nearly all birch
stands in the Province. Not
enough studies have been
done to say just how much

Photos by

Newfoundland

Forest

Research Centre

Damage from th birch case beaver
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damage it has done, nor can
we say how much it is likel y
to do.

The spruce budworm is
also getting ready for attack,
but we're not yet sure just
what damage it will do.

The federal Forestry
Service is carrying out a
mammoth study program on
all insects and disease. They
«g ree the over-mature trees
are more easily attacked, but
they say the over-mature can
never be completely cleaned
out because of our limited
road system.

The paper companies have
attempted to cut diseased
s ta nds before there is
complete loss. However, the)
ue cutting these stands only
on the ir own limits. No at­
tempt is being made to
salvage diseased timber
rrom crown lands at the
mome nt.

Looper (male and female)
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Damage by hemlock looper Th~ little pest thousands of times its normei siu

Some related aspects ...
"Labrador co ntai ns a

richer forest resource th an
we have been able to
imagine", say all those who
have been involved in
forestry studies over t he
ye ars.

And so it does. So me of t he
forests are in scattered
pockets, but there are ex­
citing possibilities in San d­
wich Bay, Port Hope Simp­
sen, Charlotte tow n and other
a re a s , especia lly ex ci ti ng
.1 re the s ta nds of t he
Hamilton and the Ken am u
Hivers.

The area around GOQ5e
Bay has begun shipping
pulpwood to Stephenville for
processing in the Linerboa rd
Mill. Thi s operation is hav ing
d if fi cu l ty because of t he
short shipping season out of
Lake Melville, a nd they have
a ls o had trouble findi ng
employees fro m ti me t o
time. T he la tter has been
especially true du ring the
fishing season, whe n muc h of
the labour force has go ne
bad. to the fishi ng boa ts.

Long range development
sugges tions have been made
for the valleys of t he
Hamilton a nd the Ke na mu .
T he wa ters of these rivers

are of prime importance to
the Province of Quebec if
th a t Province wishes to
develop wate r power in the
area. Mr. E d Ra lph is am ong
those who a dvoca te
negotia lio ns wit h Quebe c to
exc ha nge water rig hts for
timber cutti ng rights on their
side of the borde r.

The forests in Labrador
are lar gely unt ouched. The
wood, whil e no healthier than
the Isl and s ta nds , is mostly
la rger , and conta ins a large
perce ntage of black spr uce,
the essentia l ingredient for
st ro ng paper pr oducts.

The grow th in the s ma ll
saw m ill indu s try in
Labrador ha s be en very
slow . Mike Mar tin , MHA for
the coas t a l r e gion , sa ys
sever-al a pp lica ti ons for
loa ns fr om the Department
of Hur al Devel opment hav e
bee n held up because cr.
Iici als of that Departme nt
have dela yed visiting the
urea. In one inst anc e, he
says, a n applica tion wa s
made last autu mn from P ort
Hope Simpson, bu t the of­
ficia l didn't tur n up unti l thi s
su m mer. When he finally did
come , he found the applica nt
had gone to his su m me r

fishing qu arter s . Saying,
" Oh well, you ca n' t deal with
these peopl e anywa y," the
offic ia l went home in dis gus L

Mr. P al Murray of si
John's feels the development
of Labrador s hould be ta ke n
on a gr an d sc ale . He ad ­
voca tes " P or t Labrador" be
built on the Hamilton Inle t
a nd road and rail links from
thi s port be extended to
Goose Bay . He says this
would fa cilitate the tran­
sporta tion of pulpwood from
there to the Linerboard Mill
in Stephenville. Then Mr.
Murray would ad voca te
building a ro ad fr om P or t
Labrador sou th to th e
Quebe c bor der a nd north and
wes t to link up wi th Labrad or
Wesl

" It is only when we build
this great road a nd rail
sys tem ," says Mr . Murray,
" t ha t a ny realistic
development of Labrador's
va s t r esources c a n tak e
place."

He beli eves the cost of s uch
a sys te m would be more th an
tus titi ed by the tremend ous
retu r ns that would come
fro m mining a nd for est ry in
the region.
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Sawmill
operators' association

The Ru ral
Development Council

Th is bod y re p rese nt s the Rural Development
Associ a ti ons in the province. At its annual meeting held
in Au g us t th is year, it discussed the forest among other
thin g s a n d came up with the following recom mendation .

" Be it resolved that government taRe action to
rationaliz e the ownership and use of land in the province
to allo w for t h e optimum use of productive forest lands."

Th e Executive Director of the Council. John Curran.
believes tha t th e province must regain control of the
fo res t lan d , j us t as it must regain control over recreatio n
and agricu ltura l land.

H e al so be lieves that the best size for any new mills
being set up in th e province would be the one in the
mi d d le size range. A m aximum size sawmill operator
w ould be bette r a ble to buy the equipment necessary to
m a ke th e grea test use o/the whole tree, but at the same
tim e he would no t ha ve to h ave th e:.:tim be r rights to cut 5
million fe et a yea r for a 10 ar p er-rod .

The Council int e nd s to push th e ir demands to the lim it.

GEORGE HORWOOD

Horwood

Lumber Co.
Th e nam e Horwood. has

bee n connected with lumber
und the build ing industry in
Newfou ndla nd since before
the turn of the centu ry, In
fact, th ey opened an
ope ra ton in Sl John's after
the 1892 fir e to take ad­
va ntage of the rebuilding of
the cit)' a t tha t time.

Thi s year Horw ards have
a nnounced th e sale of their
com pa ny to a Newfoundland
co m pa ny, Del Holdings
Limited, owned by Mr .
Duncan Sharpe, Dr. Edward
Shapre and Mr . Norval Blair.
Mr . George Horwood said
this move was made un­
necessary by the need for
huge sums of working and
modernization capital to be
put into the business.
" Besides", he said, "I am
the last member of the
fa m ily left who is interested
in the business."

Mr. Dunc an Sharpe, the
new Ata nagi ng Director said
the Horwood. nam e will be
ke pt However, the company
wtn be expa nding the old
ca rpe nte r shop to produce
more m anufactured goods
rath er th an custom buildt
ar tic les ; a nd the planning
mill will be expanded so that
il complete line of loca l
lumber will be handled .

(Continued)

t he Associa tion is to provide
•.1 voice for the sma ll
operators in dealing with
noveenme nt. He hopes the
Assoc iati on will be in a
posi tio n to ope ra te co­
ope r-afive pi a nnin g a nd
mark eting mills in t he
future.

Mr . Ivan y beli eves it is
essentia l for the saw mills
tha t the Gover nme nt regain
control over more of our
com me rc ia lly viable forest.
He says r ig ht now man y
owne rs are finding it im­
possible to ex pand beca use
the land and the Li mbe r
rights are tied up by the
paper companies and the
Heid New foundland Com ­
pany.

T he Associ a ti on is i n­
terested in new members
a nd the)' hope in the fut ur e
there will be a bra nch on the
east coast and another on the
west coast. T he fee for
becoming a me mber is $12.00
a yea r.

Labrado r

Mr. Mike Martin, son of
Labrador, and MB A for
Labrador South, sees the
development of the res ources
•ilong far differe nt lines.

It is interes ting to note tha t
a satellite is involved in the
s tudy of the forest in Nor­
thern Labrador. Th e satellite
is orbiting the ea rth ever)' 18
days and photogr aphs arc
taken of the forest sta nds in
the Harp Lak e area, 150
miles north of Goose Ba y.
This proc ess is s till in its
ear ly.sta ges, but it ca n prove
a valuable tool in su rveyi ng
and planning for deve lop­
ment of the resource ther e.

(Continued)

The Association has near ly
10 members , most of them in
the centre of the Province.
It..' President, Roy h a m or
Botwood , says the purp ose of



The Horwood block tender

Ho rwocds will continue tc
dea l wi th t he sawm i l l very happy to hear fro m a n)'
operators the)" de alt with in company. new or old. who
the past, but the)' would be has lumber to sell .
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Th e old system of ten­
de r ing for rights to cut on :1
piece of cr own land will be
re bor n next s pr ing when part
of the Horwood bloc k goes up
for te nde r.

The lan d was bough t b)
the crow n fro m the Horwood
Lu mber Com pany nea r ly 20
yea rs ago a nd covers 200
square m iles of good timber
in the Ga nde r Bay area . At
the time t he company ,
need ing finances, offered 230
square miles (or sale. The
An~lo Newfoundland

() mon ey. money mon ey . I ' m
not one of those who think
t hee holy ;
Hut I often stop to wond er
how thou canst go out so fast .
when Ihou cern est in so
slowly .

Th e critical period in
m atrimony is Br e akfa st
tim e .
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Development Oo m p a nv
offered to buy. Howev er, on
a pplication to Gove r nme nt
lo r permission to se ll, they
were told they cou ld se ll only
30 square miles to the pap er
company , and the crown
bought the remainder for the
same price.

Fiv e or s ix squa re miles
will be opened up right now.
It was planned to put the
block up on tender this year,
as s oon ,.IS the access road
was completed. However,
bad we ather during August
ha s forced delay of the road
building until next sp ring.

Thi ..... piece of la nd is vi rg in
forest. and conta ins a good
stand of birch. With the
poss ible opening up of the
hardwoods industry , th e
tenders may he ca lled on a
species basis. Th at' s
vcmcthing for ope rators in
the area to keep an eye on
next year.
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Possibili ties

for hardwood

industr y
The ~, oores' ad -

mi nistration ha s he ld
preliminary negot iations
with a European fi r m th a t
could lead to the es ta blis h­
men t of a rna [or hardw ood
industry in the' province , but
not hing definite will be
k nown for three to four
months. says Ind us tr ia l
Development Mini s t er ,
Will ia m Doody .

Mr , Doody said the
proposed develop me n t,
which would cost $10--$14
million, would consist of
p lywood a nd chipboard
pla nts in a single operation
us ing existing hirch stocks.

The industry would create
between 350 and 400 pe r­
manent jobs , said t he
Minister.

whe ther the project goes
a head or not , Mr . Doody
said. depends on th e
.... uitability of Newfoundla nd
birch for suc h an ente r pris e.

He said the foreign firm
interested in es tab lis hing the
industr y is now a r ra nging to
have 3,000 cords of birch cut
a nd shipped to its own plant
for tests .

"It's in the cx p lor a tive
stage," said Mr. Doody, " but
it does look hope ful."

The Minister a lso sa id
there ha ve bee n no
discussions rega rdi ng
possible Gvernmen t
Itna ncia I involvement in the
venture.

Mr . Doody dec li ned to be
pinned down as to where the
industry will be loca ted , but
... a id substa ntia l bi rc h stands
ex ist in the Ga nde r Bay,
Spr ingda le, West Coast and
Bay D' E 'saoir a reas.

P rem ier Prn nk Moor es in
a n address recent ly to a St.
J ohn' s service cl ub, a lso
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good credit rating; have
sume knowledge of the in­
dustry, a nd be proven
honest.

If you ' are interested in
securing such a loan, the
man to eet in touch with is
Daniel Stone , Department of
n ur a l Development, Con­
federa tion Building.

Your application will be
passed on to field staff in
\ our area who will recom­
"mend whether or not yOIl

should get the loan , based on
the above qu allffca tions.
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Want to get in on

tire bonanza of money giving?

Here's Irow to do it

Tire Newfoundland

and labrador

Development

Corporation
T his government cor­

pora tion gra nts loa ns from
$2,000 up to $1 mil1ion.

T hey charge an interest of
91,02 per cent for a maximum
of 10 years.

To apply for a loan from
the corporation, write them ,
outlining your plans and they
will set lip a meeting.

Write: Mr. J . Bridger,
Newfoundland & Labrador
Development Corporation,
P.O. Box 1738, St. John's.

There are many other
agencies, government and
otherwise, who are prepared
to grant loans for any
development in Newfou n­
ctland . If )"OU would like to
have a list of these, just
write:

Decks Awash, Extension
Service, Memoria l
Univeraity, King's Bridge
Road. St. John's.

Loans are available from
this department, interest
free, for up to 5 years on a
secured loan and to 10 years
on a mortgage loan. The
maximum amount that can
be borrowed is $10,000 and
the program is designed to
encou rage the growth of the
sma ll sawmill operation.

To qualify for a loan YOH

must cut on crown lands, if
yOll do not own your own
timber; (it must be proven
that the amount and quality
of timber needed is on these
limits) ; ) "OU must have a

Department

of Regional

Economic

Expansion

DREE does not loan
money, but makes outright
gra nts that do not have to be
re pa id. However, you must
have ,I perce ntage of input of
) our own.

I( )'"011 have an idea for a
new industry, or if )'00 wish
to im prove a n old one, just
dro p them a line , telling
them what you have in mind.
They have 2 men in the field
at all times and would be
happy to talk over your
pr oject with you .

Write: Mr. J .L. Miller,
Depa rtment Regional
Eco nomic Ex pansion, P.O.
Box 5199, Sl J ohn' s ; or call
colleeland ask for Mr. Mille r
or Mr. Reynolds at 122·7200.

Poss ib ilities

for hardwood
(Continued)

hin ted thallhe Province may
soon have a major hardwood
indus try.

"T here is a very special
reason to believe," said the
Premier, .. that there will be
subs ta ntial developments in
the hardwood industry in the
very near futu re : '

Mr . Moores made the
refere nce in reviewing
recen t developments in the
for es tr y" and agriculture
de partment.

He said the depar tme nt
was active ly working towa rd
increased manufacturing of
har dwood prod ucts from the
grea t stands of unused
hardwood trees, especially
birch.

I1111R.:..........- ---=.::=
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In the early 50 's.
Newfoundland produced. in
one year. 68 million board
feet of lumber. In 1972 we
produced just over"30 mil/ion
board feet.

Before Bowaters came to
Newfoundland there was a
paper company in Grand
Falls and the International
Paper Company was
operating in Corner Brook.
Bowaters was going to set up
a third mill in Hare Bay.
close to the big pulpwood
area in the Gander Valley.
That was in the late 30's.

The company changed its
mind. and bought out the
International Paper Com­
pany. The people were very

disappointed. So. in
negotiations with the com ­
ncny. the Government of the
day required Bowaters to
ship out 50,000 cords of
pulpwood a year, apart from
their operations in Corner
B rook. It was this
requirement which built up
the forest industry in Bay
D'Espoir, Roberts Arm in
Green Bay. Hare Bay.
Roddickton on the Great
Northern Peninsula. and in
Port Hope Simpson in
Labrador .

Apart from the em-
ployment this created. the
company was required to
pay 30 cents a cord as an
cxpo rr levy. to the Govern-

ment.
This agreement has been

carried out over the years .
but now, because of the
tremendous demands on the
forest created by the
Linerboard Mill. t he
agreement has been allowed
to lapse .

You know the o ld song,
"When Sun Rays Crown Thy
Pine Clad Hills?" We l l,
Newfoundland once had pine
clad hills. During the early
part of this century. the
whole of the centre of the
Province was all pine clad
hills .

Mr. Ken Payne. one-time
Director of the Horwood
Lut11 ber Company in
Newfoundland remem bers
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th e logs that cam e down the
Gander River when he was a
boy . " Th ey were big enough
for me to hide behind," he
re m e m ber s . "Some oj t hose
trees were 80 fee t ta ll a nd 7
[eet in diamete r.

" But we d idn' t k now how
va luab le our fo res ts we re in
th o se d ays. W e 'd go i n to th e
woods afte r one of t he se big
,l::'iants. a n d we 'd c ut down all
the sma ll spruce t rees that
got in the way. Then we'd
haul that big pine ove r th e

,.
dead bodips of what toda y is
a ve ry valuable pr oduct. We
j u s t did" " kn ow. "

Ha ve we learned our lesson
ve t?
. Traditionally . our ce n ­
turies of governments have
p r ese r ved a 3 mi le l in e
aro un d our coast so tha t th e
peop le al ong t h e coas t w ould
have a ready supply of wood
for fuel and building. rig ht on
their doo rstep . In most pa rts
01 th~ Is la nd this is still th~

ca s ~ .
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Up to 10 years ago 150.000
co rds 01 wood a yea r we r e
c ut [rom this 3 mile limit lor
home [uel , Today . with the
increased use 01 oil and
("Iectricity in o ur homes. we
no longer co ns ume that m uch
woo d. Ho w e v er . we d o
co ns u me 50.000 co r ds a year.
No w tha t the re sour ce is
becom ing so va luab le. a
close r loo k" is goi ng to be
taken at th is 50.000 co rds. W(>
may lind we have to pay lor
it !

. And into the future
M r. D o n Sp roc k lin of

Cha rlo tte to wn s uggests that
br ok er s be set up in th e
Province. sim ilar to the Sa lt
l ish Co rpor a tio n . to handl e
sc raps lo r pu lpwood. He said
sawm ill operators no w waste
a lo t of tops a nd slabs w hic h
cou ld be used in p a pe r
because they can not alford to
ship or to chip them . He says
tha t il b roke rs orga nize d a
pic k-u p se rvice . thi s would
use m uc h m ate ria l that is
now lelt in th e woods to rot .

Mr . Mil t on Gr een of

Bowc te rs . says it is n' t too lor
fe tc he d to look l or the da y
whe n th e New Yo rk Ti m es
can be pub lish ed in Co rner
B rook . A team 01 re por te rs.
stati oned in New Yo rk. could
[eed the inlormation to a
team 01pu blishe rs in Co rne r
Brook. who would print the
paper as it comes a/I the
paper-making machines.

Resea rc h is going on all the
time into ne w ways 0/ doin g
things. Fo r ins tance . th e y
a re look in g a t ways 0/ using
the wh ol e tr ee- wood . bark .

top s . branch es , r oot s , lea ves
o r needles . For ex a m ple,
bran,ches an d root s less than
~ .. in diam et er c a n be used
fo r c cet !e . f oo d a nd
medicines. ' All mat er ial
g reate r th a n l:' in d ia m ete r
ca n be used in pa pe r-ma ki ng .

Wh y not ha ul tr ee s out by
the root s so tha t the roots
t hemselves can be used. An d
then why no t bunch these
tr ees togethe r an d move
t hem to th e m i lls by
h eli copt er ? That ' s cl os er

.than yo u think.

How British Columbia does it
The gover nme nt contr ols

all cutting that goes on in the
province. They give permits,
sometimes for a month,
someti mes up to 6 months,
for the right to cu t any
timber whatever. The y insist
that what is good lumber
must go into lumber, and
only what is left over is used
as chips lor pulp mills .

Br it ish Columbia has been
doing this for 14 years, and
they have found that com­
pani es, all of them , are much
betle r orl tha n belore.

The Province has about 113
million acres of forest land

and cuts about 2 billi on cunits pr oposal. These proposals
01 wood eve ry yea r . will be carelully looked at

Their sma ll sawmills cut :~~a t~h:t ;~epl:y~:ntg~v:~
about 3 million feet of lumber socia l benefits, and the one
a ye ar , medium sized cut which uses the greatest
about 18 million feet, and the a mount of the tree, will be
big ones cut up to 60 million chosen to go in the re.
fee l T~ere are 15 paper Of course we are talking
compa mes ,. and . numerous about a different ballgarne
secondar y industrtes rel ated when we talk about British
to the forest. Loggers mak e ' Columbia. Their land and
$80 a day for 9 months of the clima te is better and they are
yea r. closer to the market And

Brit ish Columbia has not their government has bee n
ye t opened up their nor- managing the for est for a
tbla nd, but have now ad- long time.
vertised for compa nies who But couldn't we learn a few
would lik e to mak e a lessons?



New Brunswick is on the move

The Task Forc e report
Fo r six mo nths 6 civil serva nts fro m bot h the Federal

a nd Provincial branches of forestry work ed on the Reporl
The committee's job was to co llect all the infor ma tion on
the Newfou ndla nd and Lab rador fore sts a nd com e up with
a n ove ra ll policy on what direction we should take in
developing th ese fores ts. . .

T he me mbers of thi s Tas k F orce, and thos e they called
on for inform ati on, are an e nthusias tic a nd dedicated
gr-oup of people. They kn ow our forests ar e extremely
va lua ble a nd they a re fully awa re of the la ck of planning
that has gone int o the ir lise in the past. And they believe
there is a n urge nt need for ca re ful planning in the future.

Their re port was submitt ed to the ca binet last April. IT
HAS STILL NOT BEEN RE LE ASED TO THE PUBLIC,
NOR DO THE PO LIT ICIANS INTE ND THAT IT SHOULD
EVEIl BE IlELEA SED , T he)' sa) ' th e)' intend to Im­
ple mcn t ma ny of the recommenda tions conta ined in the
report , but t hat overall plan ning for t he dev elopment of
other resour ces must be ta ke n int o cons ide ra tion along
wit h the plan ning for use of the for ests. MAKES SENSE ,
YE S, BUT ARE NOT ALL NE WF OUNDLANDE RS
CAP ABLE OF MAKI NG TH ES E CONSIDERATIONS?

This province is now using
.1 form er British Columbia n
as ,\ forest consultant ami
they ,ITe carrying out ex­
peri men ts on 1,100 sq uare
mi les in the nor thern pa r t.
Om' of t he la rge companies
has surrende red its ti mbe r
limits and a crown cor­
para tion has been rar med
which gives cutting rights on
this block . Wood. t hat ca n be
made into ve nee r will go to
that industry. saw mills will
get the lumbe r . a nything else
aoes to pulp wood. Pla ning

\\'1"11 , if I call ed the wron g
number ; why did you answer
the phone?

I never roger a fare, but in
your ease I'll m ake an ex,
r-ept ion.

'I here are no atheist s in the
foxhole s .
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mill sh avings go to a particle
boa rd plant and there are
plan s to establish a second
particle board plant and an
excelsior plan t a 5 a result of
the total management. New
Brunswick is in a situation
simila r to Newfoundland in
that 50 per cent of its forests
are privat ely owned. But the
pr ovin ce is taking a hard
look at taking over more land
so tha t a tot al integration of
the resource can lake place.

PLANAIIEAD

Hark to the whimper of the
seag ull;
lie weeps because he's not aD
ea -gulf.
Suppose you were, you silly
se a-gull,
( 'ould you explain it to yo ur
s he- gull?

\ human bemg: an Ingenious
rs se mb ly uf por-t a hl e
plumbing

Power politirs is the
diplomutir- name for the law
of the jung le .

Oh God , give us serenity to
ueeept what rannot he
rbangrd, ceurage to change
"hat should be changed, and
wisdom to know the dif ­
ference.

:\ten seldom make passes
At I:irls who wear glasses.

Forestry

Services
'I'his branch comes under

the Federal Department of
the Environment and is
concerned mainly with
research. Their studies take
them into insect and disease
control, into experiments in
cutting, planting and thin­
ning , into c or r ec t
management techniques ,
and into forest protection.
They provide much of the
information needed by the
Province a nd by peopl e who
ar e involved in all aspects of
forestry. They issue a great
deal of information to the
public, much of it readable,
and their work is guided by
an advisory body made up of
many Federa l and
Provincial departments.

EX PE R IMENTAL
HAR VE STI NG

They have found that
experimental harvesting is
one of several ar eas being
studied by the Department
One of the major problems
facing the paper companies,



especially in harvesting the ......r rogr••
trees, is our steep hillsides. It
is estimated that 10 million 450 young men across the
cords is on such steep province are now sporting
grades, yet logging has a crest and have earned
proven dangerous, un- the . right to call themselves
profitable, and has had the Junior Foresters.
result of leaving naked Organized b)' the Nfld .
hillsides without the tree For est Pro tee t ion
roots so necessary to hold Association, the program is
onto the soil. creating an awareness in the

In co-operation with boys of the value of our
Bowaters, this branch has torests to their futures . It
been conducting ex- asks them to educate their
periments with a Norwegian friends and neighbours in
designed, radio-controlled protecting the forest against
crane. It was set up in July of garbage, against careless
this year by two Norwegian destruction of trees and
specialists who trained a wildlife by vandals and
Newfoundland crew. The use against fire.
of this system will mean that The Association hopes to
logs can be brought down the involve at least 2,000 boys
steep hillsides by the this year and after Chr-ist­
machine being operated mas guided field trips are
from below. planned to fire stations and

It is estimated that the provincial parks in every
cable crane can move 20 part of the province. Next
cords of wood a day and can summer junior Forest
bring into production many Hangers will te taken on
areas now out of reach of tours of logging operations
normal harvesting methods. "cross the province, in­
The machine will cost up to . eluding those of the major
$40,000. companies.

. INFORMATION Toqualify lor this program
This branch puts out a ~ ou must be between 9 and 14

constant flow of information and you are asked to read the
both to the Provincial booklet "Forestry Lessons"
Government, to large in- and answer the questions
dustries, and to the common included in the booklet. All it
man . "Woody Point" is a costs is $1.00 and yOll can
newsletter that comes out ....end it to: Tony Thomas at
every second month and is P.O. Box 7251 in St. John's .
available to anyone who There will be no other costs
wants it. Leaflets and involved in the program.
booklets are always being When field trips mean
prepared on everything from transportation and a meal
The Masked Shrew to Insect uway from home, these costs
Damage and Control in will be covered by someone
Ornamental Shrubbery. else .

The only criticism that can How about it boys?
be leveled at the information Become a Junior Forest
is that it is often too scien- Ranger, help educate your
tific, and uses too many parents and teachers, find
"fifty dollar woods." outifyou'dliketobea Forest
However, if you want to know Hanger yourself some day,
anything about the forest, get and while all tha t is going on,
in touch with Tony Thomas, you can be sure of having a
P.O . Box 7251, St. John's . darn good time.

Federal
Forestry
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The Provincial

Department

The province's Depart­
ment of Forestry is housed at
Pleasantville and is manned
b~ an enthusiastic and
concerned group of foresters.

The major function of the
Department is forest
management, the issuing of
licenses and permits and the
collection of fees and other
revenue.

The province is divided
into (our regions, 3 on the
island and one in Labrador.
Main offices for these
branches arc at St . John's,
Cor-ner Brook, Gander and
Goose Bay . Each region is
divided into five districts and
there are 150·men on the field
,tall.

Forest
management

The Department is now
working under a 3-year
program brought in this
April which is paid for by the
Federal Department of the
Environment. Last year the
program employed 218
people and spent $550,000.00.
Five major areas are In­
volved:

1. The Construction of
Forest Access Roads. We
now have about 200 miles of
access roads which gets us
into the forest that are under
the control of the crown. An
expanded program will allow
us to harvest 100,000cords of
wood a nnu a lly for the
linerboard mill.

It is the small industries
which are benefitting most
from this program and they
are required to contribute.
The main access road is built
by the government at a cost
of anywhere from $10,000 to
$25.000per mile, and then the
.... awmill operator is
























	0001_Cover
	0002_Page 2
	0003_Page 3
	0004_Page 4
	0005_Page 5
	0006_Page 6
	0007_Page 7
	0008_Page 8
	0009_Page 9
	0010_Page 10
	0011_Page 11
	0012_Page 12
	0013_Page 13
	0014_Page 14
	0015_Page 15
	0016_Page 16
	0017_Page 17
	0018_Page 18
	0019_Page 19
	0020_Page 20
	0021_Page 21
	0022_Page 22
	0023_Page 23
	0024_Page 24
	0025_Page 25
	0026_Page 26
	0027_Page 27
	0028_Page 28
	0029_Page 29
	0030_Page 30
	0031_Page 31
	0032_Back Cover

