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Tales of the Labrador...
and other things

I was born April 13, 1921. I
went to Labrador that
summer in June. I fished on
the Labrador up until the age
of 38. I quit (or a good job. All
through the history of fishing
on the Labrador the
fishermen had a very rotten
deal with merchants. It's not
so today, because people arc
getting better educated and
they know more about it . The
majority of people who went
fishing in my day are
uneducated, for the simple
reason that we never had a
chance in the world of getting
educated. We'd leave around
the first of June and our
parents would take us from
school about one week ahead
of time. We never returned
from anywhere between the
20th. of October to the first
week in November. So, you
can see how much schooling
we missed, and that's why a
lot of people today, the older
fishermen, have no
education. But it's really a
good life on the Labrador
fishing.

We would take our supplies
in May and go North, and if a
box of butter was $5.00, it was
$6.00when it was charged out
by a merchant to carry aU
the summer. If we struck any
luck on the Labrador, by the
last of June or the first week
in July, we had salmon
enough to ship it to the
merchant. They were not
carrying us; we had a profit
on their hands. But that
didn't make any difference.
So, we'd come home in

November. If we had money
in the merchant's office, he
wouldn't straighten us up
until about Christmas, until
he tried to drain every cent
that he could out of us before
we gotour money. Now if this
merchant had any work to
give us in the fall of the year
around his premises , or
home , we never saw any
cash. They had a little slip,
like a receipt book, called the
blue tail. You'd go to those
merchants and you earn
$20.00. They'd give you a
little blue tail where you
were obligated to come back
to their store, you couldn't
take it to another store. If
you go into the store with that
blue tail, and you spend $5.00,
you pass in your $20.00 blue
tail , and you'd get a $15.00
blue tail for change. This is
why the merchant owned the
fishermen. They never had a
chance in the world to sur­
vive.

We struck 6 or 7 bad
summers down there , and a
lot of the people left the
Labrador fishery , in the
'SO ' s. But since that, with the
Government grants , they are
a bit better off then they
were .

I changed fron Venison
Island to the Straits, because
my grandfather was a man
who fished all his life time
and he was 92 when he died.
But when he died and gave it
up, I wasn 't old enough to go
for myself, so I shipped out
with other people for three
years, WI til I got hearty

enough to take over myself.
When I grew up I went back
anti took his rig at Venison
Islands and I fished it. It was
passed on from one to
another.

When I worked on the
Straits all the property
belonging to my grandfather
was lying up, because I was
with another fellow , When I
was 20years old I took it over
myself and I sold the fish to
Fishery Products and Lewis
Dawe ; but in the '30's the
Rorkes had all the southern
part of the Labrador Coast.
We had a house, stage and
store, and we'd just leave
thatin the fall of the year and
move back again in the
spring. We lived in a place
called Coxes Cove where
there were six families, and
those families helped each
other, not like today.
Everybody stopped fishing at
the same time. There's not a
family in Coxes Cove today.
In Venison Islands there
were about 40 families, and I
don 't say there's 5 there now,
and they were all from
Carbonear. These people
went to Coxes Cove , Venison
Islands, etc. because when
the Rorkes came out here
from England and started a
business in Carbonear, they
also started a business on the
southern part of Labrador.
At that time. Rorke had a
very large fleet of vessels,
which were foreign-going in

(Co nt inued o n page 4)
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"Hey Joe!
That's a mighty queer looking tuna!"

" Hey Joe . that's a mighty
queer looking tuna down
there," yelled a fisherman in
one of the luna boats aU
Le wis por te last summer.
" It' s not giving much of a
fight. Say . it weighs as much
as a moose . Pull ' er in. Holy
mackerel. it 's some sort of
turtle." And sure enough it
was . And not just any or ­
lHnary sort of turtle , but one
weighing half a ton . It was
taken to Lewisporte and
hauled onto the public pier.
The Uni versity was notified
of this rare and unusual
catch. but they were not
interested, and so Terry
turtle hung there from
Saturday to Wednesday .
Visitors and tourists from all
over came to view this
strange creature and Tumour
has it that a few had their
first taste of turtle soup.
Finally, the flies get the best
of poor Terry and he was
carted off to the local dump.

But Terry was not alone. A
few days later his sister Tilly
was caught nearby and some
residents of Nain reported
that a brother. Tony, was
caught off-shore of that
settlement.

Terry is an Atlantic
leather-back who perhaps
got lost as he sought the
warm currents of the Gulf
Stream. Dr . Threlfall of
Memorial University says
the interesting thing about
Terry is that he does not have
a shell as such, but rather a
rubbery skin under which lie
a network of little pebble-like
bones which are not con­
nected to the rest of his
bones . Generally, he and his
family doesn 't weigh over 800
lbs. and are between 6 and 7
feet in length. Although they
can live to over 50 years in

Terry, the leatherback turtle

the water, they have never returned to their natural
lived in captivity, and it is home , the sea, if caught and
suggested that th ey be still in good condition.
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Cyril Pike

(CoII .illued from pogt' l)

the winter. Tbese people
used to go down on the
Labrador and catch fish for
Rorke and in the winter their
job was taking it across . So.
they worked for Rorke
winter and summer.

This was the fishermen's
life . on the foreign-going
ships in the winter time. and
fishing on the Labrador in
the summer. Some people
drew for berths - around
Petty Harbour, etc. - but we
didn't. we'd go down and
have the same berths over
and over, just passed down.
There may be a new family
come here and that caused a
bit of trouble because the) '
had no berths, and had to get
them from someone.

In 19t2 I worked at Goose
Bay . In April we wanted to go
fishing and we saw there was
no way in getting up and
getting back to the Labrador
in time to go fishing in the
ear-ly spring. So we decided
that we'd look for a team of
dogs and go south to Cape St.
Charles which was HO miles.
we went to a place called
Otter Creek and we found a
fellow by the name of Glen
Campbell and asked him to
take us south to Cape St.
Charles. He said he would if
he coulc.l get a loan of his
uncle's leading dog . He was
never south and he needed a
dog that had been south. He
got the dog and we left Goose
Bay the next morning. We
drove almost out to Rigolet,
before we left Gros Water
Bay, then we went all
through the country towards
Cartwright. None of us knew
where we were going , we just
depended on the dog , he was
our pilot. Any day that he
couldn't get his scent, or see
the tops of the hills because
of drifts, he just wouldn't go,
he'd lie down; and when the
tops of the hills became
clear, up he'd get and go

again. We were driving 21
days - we drove the whole
coastof Labrador. We stayed
with different people over
that time, but there is one
fellow that I would like to
see, and that 's Mike . fartin­
we stayed with his mother
for three days.

There was four of us and
we were all single, and I'd
say it was the best trip I had
ever had in my Hfe. We
weren't scared at all. That
dog knew exactly where to
go. We stopped every night.
Down there every sixty or
seventy miles the Govern­
ment got a till, a little shack
to get into, so we went from
one tilt to another. Once we
got to Cape St . Charles we
star ted fishing .

I would like to retire in
either Cartwright, North
West River, or Mary 's
Harbour . There 's no better
places in the world .

I gave up fishing and I
couldn 't drive a nail straight
. I was a fisherman, that's
all . I went to St. John's to
look for a job , and a fellow by
the name of Rendall Stead
gave me my job. He told me
to go in his carpenter shop on
a ten-day trial , and if I
pr ove d. sue cessful in le n
days. he would keep me
there; if not, I had to get out.
I stayed there for twelve
months, and learned the
trade in that time, and came
home and bought my own rig
and since that I imagine I
have built close to SO houses,
plus the shop work. I missed
fishing at first, but not now.

I believe all this money the
Government is spending on
those longliners is nonsense
because we had about 30 foot
boats down on the Labrador
and we landed some big
voyages of fish in smaller
boats. When I was going
down there in those years we
had no gill nets. Now they a re
using gill nets and this is
something that is absolutely

no good . it's a smothered
fish that dies in his own
blood . You wouldn't ea t a
perished animal, so cod fish
that 's caught in gill nets is
perished fish. If my wife
cocked two fish here , and she
cooked one that was caught
in a trap or with a hook, and
give me one that was caught
in a gill net. I sure can tell.
It's not the sa me fish, I
wouldn't buy it. A long gill
net that goes out to sea will
fish as long as it's in the sea.
It 's not altogether those
foreign fleets coming into OUT

country taking our . fish.

I listen to all the television
news about the Ilshe ry, but

J.'U truthfully say that the
Government is 10 years
behind on the Hamilton
Banks. This is the spa wning
ground for our fishery . They
have had bad years on the
Labrador fishery because
the fish that come into the
coastline from this Bank
summer time are being
taken during the winter by
the Russians and other
foreign fleets. I think if this is
not stopped within the next
year or two, the Labrador
fishery will be a complete
failure.

The fishermen today are
depending on the Govern­
ment too much. Everything
today is a hand-out . When we
went under Confederation,
Joey Smallwood told the
fishermen to burn the boats.
A lot of people went after this
big money on the land. You
take right here in Carbonear,
every family one time grew
their vegetables. Now that
land is gone . Even the farm
land that's still here , nobody
uses it . Talking about han ­
<louts . a man with nine
children, his self and his
wife, gets $510 . what's he
going to work for? In the
meantime, he can get his
money and he ca n take these
child ren berry picking in the
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Ghost Fis hing

Is it hurting our fishery?
Ghost fishing means

fishing with gill nets which
continue to fish long after
they have been lost . For a
number of years there have"
been low murmerings among
fishermen that gill nets were
being lost by the dozens but
continuing to pick up fish by
the dozens , hundreds and
thousands. However, few
people took notice of these
rumblings and no research
has been done on the subject.

Gill nets are made of mono
filament and last for years
and years. If the nets are put
out one day to be collected
the next and a storm comes
up in between, a fisherman
may not get back to his nets
for a week or more. The nets
break loose and because of
the floating head rope, the

Cyril Pika
(Conti nued [ram page 4)

su m mer and pick 50 or 60
ga llons a day, and get 51.00 a
gallon and he can pick up this
$510. What is he goi ng to
wor ry a bout land for?

This DREE money is just
thrown away. If they gave
me $100,000 I'd do a lot better
than the crowd is doing with
it.

You take all the land in this
country , why can 't the
Government have a farm
growing vegetables? They 'll
go in there and clear berry
ground and a young fellow in
there now got $39 ,000 just to
burn the berry bushes. They
are in there with oil now just
to burn these berry bushes­
that 's a squander of money,
it's ridiculous . This is a bad
example to kids, because
they are not going to work
either, if they can get money
like $510.

nets float and catch fish . The
fish die and their we ight
causes the nets to sink. The
fish then rot out of the nets
and the nets rise to ca tch
more fish which die cau sin g
the nets to sink ... and so on
for 25 or maybe 50 yea r s.

Iceland had the s am e
trouble several years ago
and were the firs t to re port it ,
but because there a re not
both Federal and Provincial
Ministers of Fisheries a nd
because there is no co m­
petition between pr ovinc es ,
they were able to es ta blis h
gill net policies qui ckly . For
example, areas wher e gill
net fishing is not allo wed
were established a nd a rea s
where gill net fishing is
allowed for certain periods of
the year were als o
established. And they a re
selective in terms of the size
of the mesh. Harold Collins ,
our Provincial Minister of
Fisheries, feels that if
similar restrictions .are
placed on Newfoundland 's
gill nets, it would hamper the

. inshore fisherman and
" pr actically make it im­
possible for them to compete
with the offshore people a t
alL"

Gill nets are used bec ause
they are efficient and you
can get a $25. bounty to buy
one. But they are almost too
efficient because they fish
big fish which are the first
fish to SUCCU'TI b in intensive
fishing. As Dr. Templeman,
formerly of the Fisheries
Research Board says, "A
great number of these more
efficient ways of fishing in
the end turn out to be almost
too efficient. If you wer e the
only one able to use a gill net,
you would do very well , but if
everyone catches the fish
and competes with yo u, the

sto ck is lowered to the poin t
where you don 't catch a ny
more than you did before
with the inefficient ways ." In
fact . Norway found gill
netting so destructive ,
seve ral years ago, on their
sp awning halibut in th e
fiords . that they ga ve it up
and Dr . Templeman adds ,
"o f course , we've had a
history of quick reductions
with our turbot in Trinity
Bay with the gill net
fishery ."

Hvwever, gill nets are also
good because they can catch
suc h fish as gray sole .
Ilounder and turbot which
ar e found on rough bottoms
where a line or a dragger
cannot easily go.

Another advantage of the
gill net is you can leave it out
over night, but that's been its
downfall because storms
come up and the nets break
loose . It has been suggested
that legislation be issued
requiring fishermen to pick
up their nets the same day,
but imagine the Department
of Fisheries manpower that
would be required to check
on each net.

Of course, the obvious
disadvantage of the gill net is
the inferior qualify of the fish
it catches (see Cyril Pike,
pag e l ).With a longline most
fish are caught when the line
enters the water and the
baits are moving. So you set
the line and begin to haul
immediately. And the only
chance of losing a longline is
when it breaks.

With a gill net you leave it
over night, risking th e
chance of losing the gear.
And since a fish is in a gill net
longer than on a line and
sin ce a fish dies quicker in a
gill net, you have double the

(Continued on nut page)
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Ghost Fishing
(Contin ued (rom page 5)

reduced quality . However. it
has to be remembered that if
a fisherman doesnt get paid
(or better quality, it's not
higher quality for the
fisherman .

It has been said that many
of the gill nets are being lost
because the fishermen really
don't have to pay much for
them. While that used to be
true when the bounty first
came out , the price of a gill
net is now over $90. and there
is hardly a fisherman who
would be deliberately
careless aboulleaving a $65.
net in the water.

Just how many gill are
lost? There is no way of
knowing, but one fisherman
said he knew a man who had
lost over 800. And it would be
very difficult to research.
You would have to hire a boat
to drag the bottom of very
deep water and that
dragging might do more
harm than good.

Research is also needed
into just how bad Ghost
Ftshing is to the fishery . No

The snow or queen cra b,
the plaque of the gill-net and
trap fisherm an has emerged
as a viabl e fishery produ ct .
Over 5 million pounds of live
crabs were sold last year, for
an annual figure of 1.5
million pounds of product.
The price paid to fishermen
is 16c per pound, and , it is
expected to rise.

The longliner fisherm an
can convert his boat to cr ab
fishing simply . The gurdy he
uses for pulling gill-nets can
be used to haul pots , and the

(Continued on page 31)

one re ally knows . They can
only guess. Maybe all these
nels have become tangled up
in themselves and are not a
thr eat. But maybe they are
destroying the fishery
because those lost gill nets
a re catching more fish than
ar e being hauled by the
fishermen themselves. No
one knows and to find out, a
resea rc h vessel is needed
with divers who could go in
very deep depths . As Dr .
Templeman says, "You
would hav e to deliberately
leave nets out and see what
hap pens over long periods of
tim e, unless you could find a
lot of nets that were lost."

One thing seems to be
certain. People are not as
enthusiastic about gill nels
as they once were . On the
southwes t coast, they gave
up gill net fishing voluntarily
some ye ars ag o and a few
weeks ago they submitted a
petition to Harold Collins to
prevent gill net fishing from
Rose Blanche to Bay S1.
George . Eric King from
Burnt Islands says the Nova
Scotia boats are coming over
now and gill netting and he is

A crab pot

afraid that these gill nets will
soon deplete the fishery.

Harold Collins feels that
gill netting is not the most
efficient means any more
and partly because of Ghost
Fishing. He feels the gill
netting effort on the east
coast has got to be changed
but it's not something that
can be done ove r n igh t.
Traditionally the east coast
fishermen have used cod
traps. Then they got involved
in gill nets and it 's fairly
productive...for a while. " To
get them to go to hook and
line is going to be hard, but
we're going to try. We're
going to ha ve to do a lot of
demonstration work, a lot of
experimentation , maybe
utilizing automatic hand
lines and tra wl baiters and so
on." Mr. Collins further said
in Notre Dame Bay "there
were always a few spots of
ground, s mall banks or
whatever, where you could
go and get some fish by
jigger, hook, line or there."
All those grounds are now
being fished by gill nets , and
I don't know, but I suspect
that most of the ground is
probably covered with gill
nets which are Ghost
Fishing. So that ruins any
chance that people would
have of going back with hook
and line trawl.

If you know of gill nets that
have been lost, please write
or call us and tell where and
how many. And if you have
ever lost a gill net only to find
it some weeks or ; months
later, please let us knowv As
Dr. Templeman says, "if
fishermen who have found or
lost nets could be located,
this would be the only real
information that exists apart
from the early stuff from
Iceland." And then we can
begin to see Just how much
Ghost Fishing is affecting
our fishing effort.
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"The N ewfie Bulle' " - Garlond St udioJ Photo.

Transportation in Newfoundland
The strike against

Canadian National this past
sum mer and its consequent
tie-up of goods and
passengers had one
beneficial erreer for
Newfoundland. It made U8

realize Just how dependant
we are on those wbo deliver
the goods.

After the strike was over,
m os1Caoadi ans found things
settled into their norm al
pattern after only a few
weeks .

No 80 In Newfoundland.
"Backlog" became a
familiar phrase and it was
not until late December that
Canadian National was able
to announce that freight was
DO longer backed up, but was
moving normally.

Just how effident Is tbe
movement of freight into
Newfoundland? Asking

Canadian National's Public
Relations would get a reply
like this, "We're working
around the clock. There is a
backlog of only 300,400 or 500
cars and we're moving them
at the rate of 100a day. We'll
have the whole thing cleared
up in a matter of a few
days."

Perhaps a first hand look
would tell a different story.
Perhaps what works on
paper might not work as well
on the road . The real In ­
formation would only come
when you talked to the guys
in the sheds, on the trains,
the wharves, the ships .

What follows is the result
of some of those een ­
venations that took place
over a two-week period In
early December, and bet­
ween 51. John's and Monc·
Ion.

TAKIN' A TRIP

There was a lot of digging
to do to get on-the-spot In­
formation about our Island's
transportation problems.
While the Florida-like
weather held, I decided to
take a trip .

H was earlyone morning in
December. The temperature
hovered at the freezing
mark, and when I left St.
John's the road was dry .
However, having lived in
Newfoundland for 40 odd
years, 1 was equipped with
snow tires , a shovel, some
sand, extra clothing and a
sleeping bag - just in case.

For the road would lead me
to Moncton, over long, weary
stretches, and through some
or Canada's worst snow
belts. I wouldn't get home
again until mid-December,
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The sun came up and
warmed the cabin of my
camper, and pond after pond
was open· no sign whatever
of old man win ter . I stopped
and walked beside a little
river. The birds were merry.
the sun warmed my face , and
the wind barely stirred a few
dead leaves along the bank.
It could have been Sep­
tember. Surely, I thought,
there can 't be another place
in the world where you can
be at peace like this .

.... WOODY POINT

1 didn't stay long because I
wanted to reach Woody Point
by dark . I drove at 50 rn.p.b.
to save fuel, and everything
on the road passed me , often
with an angry blast of the
horn. The problems of the
world barely touch this
Island.

I stopped long enough for a
quick lunch· a hamburger
and coffee at a little
restaurant near Grand Falls.
It cost me a begrudged 96
cents. 'Twasn't so long ago
that lunch cost me less
than 50 cents.

The sun stayed with me
through the day and the dry
roads made for good
progress. But, lord,
Newfoundland is long! It was
nearly 4 o'clock when I
reached Deer Lake.

Now the easy travel was
over. The scenery was
magnificant, but the road
between Deer Lake and
Woody Point was one long,
white, slippery, agony. The
snow wasn't deep, but it was
packed and smooth and the
National Park's people had
sprinkled only a thin layer of
sand, and then only on the
steepest spots, (they say the
road gets less attention on
Sunday's than week-days).
The 45 miles took nearly 2
hours!

Woody Point is on the south
side of Bonne Bay and up to 3
years ago travellers to the
Northern Peninsula had to go

through there and take a car
ferry to Norris Point. Now
the road around the north
side of the ba y has been
opened. But the people of the
south side still depend on the
ferry. The hospital is in
Norris Point, and if you want
to visit friends , or attend
meetings, on the other side,
you either drive 70 miles or
take the ferry . There.are still
2 boats on the run, but they
each make only 1 run every 2
hours. The trip across takes
only 15 or 20 minutes, so this
means the boat is lying idle
more than half the time.
Each ferry has its own crew,
who also sit and wait, but this
over-supply of equipment
doesn't mean an over-supply
of service, because often the
ferries wait until they see
enough passengers on the
other side to make the trip
across. Or they decide,
without any apparent reason,
to cancel the last run of the
day. One man I talked to had
gone to see the doctor the day
before, but when he went to
the wharf to go home on the 8
o'clock trip, he found it had
been cancelled, so he had to
seek out a bed from a friend.
This, they told me, is all too
common. The people have
complained, both to the ferry
owners and to th e depart­
ment, bu t "who iii t he

department? It doesn't have
any ears! "

BACK ON TilE
I.ONG ROAD AGAIN

The trip up the hill out of
Woody Point on Monday
morning was anything but a
joy . The hills are steep and
curved . AND LONG. Again
the sun was riding high, and
together, the camper and I,
we slipped. slid and
struggled. But we made it ­
without serious mishap, but
with very high fuel con­
sumption. It was with a sigh
of relief tha t I turned once
again onto the Trans Canada
and dry pavement.

.... PORT AUX BASQUES
The trip to Port aux

Basques was over in quick
time and my first visit was to
the CNR to book passage for
the night crossing. "That'll
be $49.00 for a return trip,"
said the ticket agent. Tha t
ain 't hay , I thought, but then,
I guess , neither of us is a
horse .

I was in Port aus Basques
to ask questions. I had heard
a great many complaints to I
tried them out on a friend.
He's an employee orCN, as is
e ve ryone else in the town ,
and he has some axe to grind.
However, he insisted thatCN
in Port aux Basques was
highly efficient, and well
able to handle everything

-
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The ferry Lief Eirilwon

ATSEA
The Lief Erikson is a

striking looking vessel with
her bulbous nose and littl e
blac k bonnel. The car deck
was nearly empty. Not mu ch
moving, 1 thought, with a
nea r em pty shed and a
near er empty ship. 1 won-

dered what all the backlog
com motion was about. I was
to find ou t!

P as seng er accommoda-
tions couldn 't be more ap­
pealin g. A sm all , dimly lit
ba r played soft music, while
the pass eng ers sipped iced
drinks served by a courteous
cr ew. The cabin was s mall
but warm, and smelled of
freshly washed linen . A calm
se a , a starry nigh t, a tired
trav eller, and the 6 hour
cross ing passed in perfect
co mfor t.

But it was all too s hor t 5
o' clock in the morning there
wa s a knock on the door and
a voi ce said, " Ship is
dock ing . Tim e for break­
fas t "

I dragged my weary bones
dutifully out of the bunk, ate
a hearty and tasty breakfast,
drove ashore and, without
pausing to look back, headed
for Moncton. The early
morning was clear, the roads
were dry . Might as well get it
over with, I thought, while
the weather holds. Little did I
know what mid-day would
bring!

A rere mom rn t o{pea« in Port eux Basques
coming onto the Island: He barrels, about a dozen of
said the only problem with them, and another crew was
moving the freight was moving cartons marked
caused by a lack of rolling "fragile." (If they cont ain ed
stock, but that this wasn't the delicate glassware, they
fault of the railway. but of didn't make the trip in one
the receiving companies who piece!)
tended to hang onto the cars
for longer than necessary.
I'd heard that one before,
and I was to hear it again ­
many times .

NEWFIE GE RMS
9:30 I turned up at the

dockside to be informed I had
to have the camper washed
to remove any Newfie germs
I might be carrying. A lit tle
miffed. I complied. I learned
la te r tha t this car wash had
been dubbed the "$5 million
disaster". It was built a few
years ago when Newfoun­
dland was found to have a
rampant potato bug. Unable
to overtax Port aux Basques'
limited water supply, the
equipment was designed to
recycle the water. Wonder
what it might have cost to
use sea water?

Anyhow , I ended up with a
mighty clean camper!

Waiting for the "Lief" to
leave. 1 wandered about the
shed to see the great backlog
I'd been hearing about. But
the shed was nearly empty!
and the crews were
skylarking ! They were
moving what looked like oil



companied by a vehicle
ahead marked "WIDE
LOAD" and wearing flashing
lights. A Nova Scotia
regulation that doesn't apply
in Newfoundland.

Noon found me nearing
Truro, but by now the
weather began to worry me.
lt began to snow, and the
wind carried drifts across
the road. I slowed to 30.
Then, the snow turned to
sleet. 1 slowed t020. The wind
howled, trucks roared past.
heaving sheets of dirty slush
across the windshield. I
began to sweat, my hands
held tightly to the wheel. The
camper is high and light and
somehow the friendliness
had left the road. Now and
again a road sign said "lOS
WEST " . I wondered if I had
lost my senses. A Newfie
heading west just 3 weeks
before Christmas in a driving
sleet storm. Three hours
later I stumbled into Monc­
ton, tired, dirty, but thankful
tha t the next time I got on the
road the signs would read,
"105 EAST".

MONCTON
Moncton is the tran­

sportation capital of the
Maritimes. The CN yard and
buildings are huge, oc­
cupying several city blocks.
And here opera tes the
Atlantic Provinces Tran­
sportation Commission, a
body set up in 1925 and
funded by all four Atlantic
Provinces. (It was set up
then because of
dissatisfaction with rail
services - 50 years ago!)

The function of the Com­
mission is to advise business
in the Marttimes on the
cheapest and best way to use
the transportation systems.
They keep files on all rates,
circulate helpful in­
formation, negotiate with
carriers for transportation
users, advise provincial
governments for possible
policy decisions, and
generally attempt to im-

but they were all ac-

eN yards in Mo ncton

BACK ON TilE DIFFERENCES
LONG ROAD. ... With daylight and better

vision I began to notice
striking differences between
Nova Scotia and Newfoun­
dland. Most striking is the
far wider road. There is a
good paved shoulder, as well
as a rough shoulder. I
learned later, too, that the
Trans Canada Highway
across Nova Scotia is
capable of carrying much
greater weights than ours.
The country side is more
open and hundreds of farms
dolled the way. The roads
are far better marked, with
overhead road signs, too, so
that the visitor knows much
more surely where the
chosen road lies. The speed
zones too are different On
the mainland the signs say
"keep right except to pass",
where Newfoundland signs
say "slower traffic keep
right" . The system works in
Nova Scotia where it is a
more positive command.

I counted the trailer trucks
I met on the way - those I
thought might be headed for
Newfoundland. I counted 71
between Canso and Moncton,
but there must have been at
least twice that number of
trucks hauling pulpwood. for
one of Nova Scotia 's pulp­
mills. A dozen mobile homes
were travelling the road too,
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The traffic. even a t this
hour, was fairly heavy - huge
transport trucks sped by and
at 8 o'clock dawn found me
100 miles west and on the
Canso Causeway. I joined
some of the drivers in a
restaurant for some coffee.
They 'd been on the road all
night and intended crossing
the Gulf on the Lief Erikson
I'd just left. Many of these
drivers own their own trucks,
and they lake "wakies­
wakies" to keep them going.
(The sooner they get orr­
loaded, the sooner they can
get back for another trip),
Some of the drivers like to
cross the Gulf at night, and
spend the hours sleeping.
Others prefer day trips.
These guys also sleep on the
crossing, but they claim
night driving is better than
day because they can see
approaching vehicles far
sooner by their lights. They
also find less patrols at night,
and if you've got 1,000miles a
day or more to move,
somehow the miles go faster
when the moun ties are
asleep. I had always disliked
meeting these trucks on the
road. Now I would take even
grea ter care.
SOME STRIKING
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Mr. Craig Dickson

pro ve all systems. I talked to
the Man age r oC the Com­
mission, Cra ig Dickson. He
gave me a few shocks.

I asked. rather naively,
how rail freight costs
compare with truck freight
costs, only to find that the
rates (called tariffs), are
contained in a whol e lib rary
of books and that every
conceivable type, size and
weight of merchandise was
rated differently.

Historically. freight rates
have grown according to
what the tr-affic will bear.
T h~ railways wanted to
make a pro fit, but they also
wanted to keep the economy
moving. So, they adjusted
their rates as they went
along.

Th is variation of rates goes
on all ove r North America.
but it makes it very difficult
to make comparisons.

Mr. Dickson believes that
the cost of transportation is
bla med far too much for the
high cost of goods to the
co ns ume r. He says
Newfoundland's rates are
higher because all freight
has farther to go and because
little freight is moved out of
the Province. However, he
thinks the effect of this
greater cost is emphasized
far too muc h.

Although support of the

Atlantic Provinces Tran­
sportation Commission is
given on a per capita basis by
all four provinces, few
Newfoundland companies
have taken advantage of the
service offered. The Com­
mission is used far more by
businesses in the other three
provinces.

A MONO POLY?
A write-up on the Canadian

Freight Association shows
that this body represents
nearly all railways in
Canada, and it is' this
Association which decides on
rates. They go so far as to
require members to submit
their bills to other members
to be certain they are
sticking to the rates, not
going above nor below those
agreed on. ( I wondered
silently if this might be a
monopolistic situation, which
is unfair at the same time as
it would be illegal). The
regulations regarding the
movement of freight through
New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward
Island, Quebec and Ontario,
are aU different and these
differences mean higher
freight rates. They also
mean a less free movement
which slows up freight and
inhibits the growth of the
trucking industry . The
Council of Maritime
Premiers has been working
on this problem. But Premier
Smallwood did not always
attend these meetings.

A NE W KIND
OF EXPE RT

Freight movement in
Canada as a whole has in­
creased by about 13 per cent
over the past two years. In
Newfoundland the increase
has been as much as 5 per
cent greater than the
Canadian figure. This in­
crease in freight, coupled
with the complicated tariff
rating system, has given rise
to a new bus iness - the
transporta tion adv iso r y
company. I vis ited one such

TRANSPORTATION COSTS
Can be a"COSHY" Facto

..... UNLESS
YOUR FIRMRECOGNIZES
THISfACT ANO DOES
SOMETHING ABOUTIT!
WE DARE YOU TO READ
THIS BROCHURE IN ITS
ENTIRETY

company in Moncton. headed
by M. Richard.

These companies offer
services similar to the
Transportation Commission.
They advise shippers and
receivers on the cheapest
and most efficient way to use
the various transportation
systems. If a receiving
company believes it has been
over-charged on ce rtai n
s hipments, these com pa nies
will help pre pare a claim if
an over-charge has been
made. They charge a fee, but
then they may be more ef­
ficient, having a small
workload.

The company also
prepares applications for the
Federal subsidy on freig ht
movement for trucking
firms . This subsidy was
introduced in 1970 to help
truckers to compete wit h CN
fre ig ht move ment. (CN itself
is' heavily su bsidized by the
Federal Government).

M. Richa rd has found that
most Maritime companies
are too small to afford a
traffic manager. His com­
pa ny has some dealings with
a fe w companies in
Newfoundland, but as yet
they have not established a
branch here.

M. Richard believes that
Ne wfoundland's transpor­
tation problems are com­
plicated by the fact that the
receiv ers of all services,
freight and passenger, do not
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have as great a variety of
modes of transport to choose
from. Fewer trucking
companies operate in the
Province. because all freight
has to cross the water and
because of the difficulty in
licencing and rate setting in
Newfoundland. (In the other
three provinces carriers file
rates only. In Newfoundland
these must be approved).
Most carriers must go back
from the Island without what
they call a "backload".

M. Richard also believes
very few truckers in
Newfoundland are claiming
their rights under the
Federal Government subsidy
programs, because the
announcements about the
plan were not published
widely enough. (Under this
plan a trucker can claim
$175.00 on every $1.000 worth
of freight moved),

SOTlIEYSAY
In November in

Newfoundland many
business people still claimed
freight was backed up on the
mainland . I wondered, while
1 was in Moncton, what the
CN Public Relations people
might tell a New Brunswick
reporter about the situation.
One reporter made the call
for me. He was told that
freight must not be allowed
to back-up in North Sydney
because it would hamper
operations there.
Backlogged freight was held
at Truro and Moncton. He
said there were about 100 rail
cars moving across the Gulf
every day and the backlog
then stood at about 400.
However, he said the longest
time any car was held was 7
or 8 days at that time. He
noted one of the problems
was the inability of
Newfoundland ports to
handle the movement of
freight.

BACK ON THE LONG .....
I had lunch in Moncton at a

small seafood restaurant
operated by two French
women. I had a tomato

sandwich, piece of pie and a
cup of coffee. The price? 50
cents.

I left Moncton under rainy
skies. but the sign said "105
EAST". At last I was headed
for home. I had no idea that a
little trip from St. John's to
Moncton, would take me
nearly 1,000 miles. We're
further apart than we think.

TRURO
Truro is an old town, old

and a bit dilapidated. CN
employees were a bit on the
defensive when they knew a
Newfoundlander wanted to
know how freight moved in
and out of their yards
destined for North Sydney.
They did say, though, that
they operated under a
system whereby North
Sydney's yard master or­
dered a certain number of
backlogged cars for tran­
sport that day. They
bemoaned the fact that
Moncton always shipped
more than their share, which
always left them a bit
jammed. One wonders how
much concern there is in
either Moncton or Truro
when freight bound for the
Gulf interferes with the
normal movement of
Maritime freight. They also
mentioned that freight
movement sometimes has to
be selective. For example, a
certain number of cars can
be transferred "fr-uck-to­
truck". (There is a lift in
Port aux Basques which
picks up the car, the stan­
dard guage wheels are rolled
out from beneath and narrow
guage wheels are put in
place). They attempt to keep
the truck-to-truck system
moving, but some freight is
too heavy for this system
because it would over-weigh
the car moving on narrow
wheels.

So if your freight is held up
longer than necessary, it
might mean it has to await a
set schedule in Port aux
Basques. Nobody's fault,
just the system's. (Tell that

to the man who is waiting
three months for his potato
chips) . Another example
might be explosive materials
that have to be placed in a
certain part of the car, in a
certain place on the train to
cut down on the danger of
explosion during shipment.

Leaving Truro behind, the
gathering dusk found me
high tailing it east. The only
scene of passing interest on
the way was of several huge­
and I mean huge". trailers
hauling loads of Christmas
trees bound for Mon­
treaL.Shades of hearth and
home ~ the trees, I mean.

The need for food and rest
caught me in Antigonish - the
college town. The first hotel
blinked a warm welcome,
but the dinner of pan-fried
salmon and cold pota toes - at
a cost of $6.50 - left a great
deal to be desired. Any
Newfoundland restaurant
would do better out of a can!

TO MULGRAVE
Escaping the Antigonish

breakfast (at a whop ping
$2.75 for one egg), a dull
Th ursday morning had me
on the road for North Syd ney.
I stopped at the Ca nso
Causeway again and as ked
directions for Mulgrave •
another Nova Scotia port
offe ring "services" to the
over-burdened Newfound­
la nd-bound fleet.

Mulgrave was a sight to
behold.

In the teaming rain, the
yard was a sea of mud. ,The
captain I was looking for was
on a long distance phone call
in the "office". An old rail
car served as office, lunch
room, shelter, etc. for the
yard men, the foreman, the
captains and crew of in-port
vessels. The next time they
talk about Mulgrave as a
port for loading Newfoun­
dland. cargo, I thought, I'll
know what they mean, They
mean an excuse for an
alternate porL
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The Avalon Trader and the
Elizabeth were moored. and
the Elizabeth was loading
flour for the south west coast.
"Look at that," the captain
said. "we're not allowed to
off-load in the rain. Who
wants his flour or his
wallboard soppen wet?" The
Trader wasn't loading. She
had just crippled back to port
having blown a gasket the
night before when she was
four miles off land. (l
learned later that she was
more than two weeks waiting
for parts>,

These vessels are not eN
owned, but chartered on a
long-term basis. Unlike the
crews of eN vessels. who
work two weeks on, two
weeks off, the crews of these
vessels work year round,
sometimes getting a holiday,
sometimes not. Living
conditions are not what the
average passenger sees
aboa rd the larger coastal
boats , and getting crew
members is becoming in­
creasingly difficult.

Man y of the ships have
long outlived their times! too.
Captain Tom Dower claimed
in December the
Newfound land Coast was
unseaworthy and demanded
sa fety checks be made
before he would take his
cre w to sea again.

The coastal boat service in
Newfoundland cannot be a
pr ofit able one. CN is
pr oviding a service on the
coast, not a business. One
lar ge company in SL John's
to ld of a salesman who
shipped three suitcases to St
Anthony from Corner Brook.
The charge for the service?
67cents. Charges are the
same whether you own the
biggest company in
Newfoundland, or you are a
fisherman shipping nets.
Ship ping costs have risen 300
per cent in the past 12
months. Freight rates are
based on "what the traffic
will bear", and the traffic to
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coastal communities will not
bear much higher costs . If
our coasts are to continue
having freight moving by
sea , we are going to have to
put up with inadequate
vessels and with low, inef­
ficient service.

NORTHSYDNEY
The town of North Sydney

looks anything but
prosperous. It exists solely
as a port of exit for goods and
people tra vetting to
Newfoundland. It is not in­
volved in any way with the
movement of freight through
Nova Scotia .

The CN yards are large
and open, and there was no
evidence of backlogged cars
or trucks. The large parking

~~t~r:::i:efe~e~~brli~t:~~~
waiting to go across the Gulf
and a few truck backs. (The
port offers a service whereby
trucking companies drop
their truck backs in North
Sydney, CN tractors haul
them aboard either the
Stenna boats or the car
ferries, CN tractors haul
t hem of( the ships in Port aux
Basques, and the companies

send tractors then to P or t
aux Basques to haul them
across the Is la nd to t heir
destination. This saves the
cost of transporting both the
tractor and the driver ac ross
the Gulf) .

An 18 hour vigil around the
waterfront suggested many
problems that would bear
investigation on the other
side .

A ROUGH TRIP
Friday morning dawned

dr-y and calm . Anxious to get
back to the old rock again, I
booked passage for the day
crossing, There's no problem
for passengers this time of
year; they are given priority.
A fellow passenger was
equally anxious to get home.
He sold his new overcoat and
a pai r of boots for $6.00 the
price of his ticket and a pack
of cigarettes.

All was ca lm leaving por t,
but it wasn 't long bef ore
heavy seas struck the vesse l
and we began to roc k and
pound. Lunc h was tasty a nd
a trip aro und the vessel with
Stewardess Mar y Yar n was a
pleasant excu rsion. Mary
has been a eN stewar dess
now for years, an d her job is
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'to entertain passengers, see
to their little wants - and hold
them up when they get
se as ick. Like all ex
passenger crews that I have
met, Mary is a pleasant,
helpful hostess, and being the
only woman aboard that day,
I was given royal treatment

Five hours of pounding in
the Lief, though, and all I
wanted to do was sit still and
hope my stomach would stay
where it belonged. We had
been a bit late leaving North
Sydney, so we didn't arrive
in Port aux Basques until
7:00.

The old seaport never
looked so good. My two Ieet
back on Terra Nova and my
stomach back under control,
I prepared to spend three
days asking questions about
how our freight is handled in
this tiny entry to a huge
space whose inhabitants are
stretched so thinly.

PORT AUX BASQUES
My three days under cool,

sunny skies revealed a
mosaic of problems, large
and small.

The following is in­
formation from interviews
with captains on the Gulf,
from members of the
vessels' crews and from
onshore CN employees in

North Sydney and Port aux ­
Basques:
THE FACILITIES

Everything coming into
the Island must come by
water, through a port, and in
order for the movement to be
efficient everything must be
well balanced. The port
facilities must be able to
handle the ships that are
moving; the ships must be of
a size to handle the capacity
moving and must be built for
these waters. The loading
and unloading crews must be
available to move the freight
as it arr-ives: and these
crews must have modern
equipment with which to
handle the freight. None of
these factors operate
properly.

We have a narrow guage
railway, one of two in the
world. (The other one is in
Mexico and operates as a
touristaUraction only). If we
were to build a standard
guage railway in
Newfoundland it would go a
long way towards solving the
problem of the slow
movement of freight. But the
expense of this railway
would be immense and our
population is small. (The
Island alone is exactly the
same size as West Germany.

Our population is half a
million. West Germany's
population is sixty-two
million - three times the
population of the whole ci
Canadat I

To compensate for the
narrow guage railway, CN
has installed a system they
call truck-to-truck transfer.
The sheds in Port aux
Basques have three rails and
four huge lifts operating
from the ceiling which pick
up the rail car, the standard
guage wheels are slipped
from beneath the car and
narr-ow.guage rails move in.
The lifts lower the car on the
narrow wheels and she is
fastened into place. The
whole operation takes about
eight minutes. But this
system has problems.

For one thing, the cars
themselves must be smaller
than those on standard guage
and must carry less weight
because over-loading would
mean over-balancing the car
and she could tip over.

Because Newfoundland is
the only place these cars are
used, new rolling stock is not
being built anymore (or it is
too expensive to build), and
Newfoundland is using
equipment which is no longer
good enough to use on the
Canadian mainland.

The cars are in sbort
supply for this reason, so in
order to use the truck-to­
truck system, all cars must
be in use at all times. But
Newfoundland businessmen
are often holding these cars
in their yards for longer than
necessary, because they do
not have the warehousing
necessary to unload Im­
mediately.

Another problem with rail
rolling stock is that all
equipment is in use con­
stantly, and therefore much
of it is badly in need of
overhaul. But the volume of
traffic will not allow for
proper maintenance.

But not all car load lots of
freight are transferred by
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this truck-to-truck system.
On the Sunday I was in Port
aux Basques, in one eight
hour sbttt, 36 r ail cars were
made ready for the trip
across the Island. or the 36,
only 15 were transferred in
this way and the remaining
21 were unloaded by hand
from a standard guage fail
car to a narrow guage car.
This operation can lake
anyw here from 30 to 40
minutes, compared to the
eight minutes needed to
transfer t ruck-to-tr-uck. It
makes more work for the
men, but it makes for ex­
tremely slow service.

The space in the yard and
in the sheds at Port aux
Basques is used to straining
point. The crews are ex­
cellent workers in Port aux
Basques (it lakes 12 men to
unload what it took 20 men to
load in North Sydney), but
these crews can only handle
what the space will allow. If
the yards become jammed
the time for manoeuvering of
freight and cars would be
increased so the yards are
kept operational by holding
freight on the mainland in
either Truro or Moncton.

Freight destined for the
south west coast is also
normally handled at Port
aux Basques. This service is
tying up a shed and the time
needed to load the vessels is
much longer than the other
systems. Freight is off­
loaded by hand from rail
cars into the shed. It is stored
until a vessel is ready to take
it and then it is again moved
by hand and crane across a
small wharf onto the vessel.
Car load lots are sometimes
loaded in Steadman cars but
these are normally carried
on deck. (Some of the vessels
are also able to carry mobile
homes). You have to see the
operation to appreciate how
incredibly slow the
movement is. It is quite easy
to understand how one
businessman received his
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Hallowe'enstocksjust before
Christmas!

Moncton and Truro are the
two centres in the Maritimes
where Newfoundland freight
is held up. They are big
yards, but they are also
handling freight for the rest
of the Maritimes, and when
our freight is backlogged,
this poses serious
manoeuvering problems and
raises the question - Is
backlogged Newfoundland
freight given nuisance value
only? North Sydney is kept
comparatively clear because
the yard manager there
orders only as many car
loads of freight from Truro
and Moncton that he can
handle comfortably in a day.
However, this means that if
the system is to operate
smoothly, the yards in North
Sydney must be consistently
supplied. And when I asked
one captain why he travelled
from North Sydney nearly
empty, he replied, "I have to
move on a schedule, and 1
can't move freight that isn't
there ."

Port aux Basques itself is
seriously taxed because of
the geography of the place.
Hills hem the yards in on all
sides, and the busiest wharf
(used by the Stena boats, and
the rail ferries), is right

under the main road!
If new shed space is to be

made available for the off­
loading of freight, then the
passenger service is going to
have to be moved. CN has
discussed building a com­
pletely new facility in
another harbour "on the other
side of Port aux Basques, but
whether or not this will
sufficiently relieve the
pressure of the freight
movement is anyone's guess.
There are those who contend
that this move might have
been sufficient had it been
ready in 1973, but that at this
time, it is another bandaid
policy.
TIlE SIIIPS

During the summer there
are 9 ships moving between
North Sydney and Port aux
Basques, and 3 between
North Sydney and Argentia .
On the surface, the service
looks good. The ships are big,
they're modern, and their
combined carrying capacity
seems to be able to cope with
the tremendous increase in
freight that is moving into
Newfoundland. However,
the Leif Erikson is unable to
carry a full load because her
tonnage is limited. She is
unable to move when wind is
more than thirty knots, a nd
she 'cannot take the tractor
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The Wiillarn Carson In Port /lUX Basqul's

S trapping down a rail car aboard the Frederick Carter

THE MEN

(borr owed from the Prince
Edward Island run), can
handle24 rail cars. However,
these three vessels all use the
same wharf in Port aux
Basques and they share this
wharf with the two main
truck trailer boats, the Stena
Trailer and the Stena
Carrier. Five ships, which
together are able to carry 93
rail cars, 50 truck trailers
and65 autos, are all using the
same off-loading facility in
Port aux Basques!

One captain said that
during December he had to
spend five hours waiting
outside Port aux Basques for
another ship to dock, unload ,
load up again , and move out ,
before he could berth his
ship. There must be a fair
amount of juggling to keep
these boats operating
without too much hang up.

1\1 any of the vessels used
on the coastal service are
chartered by CN and the
oldest one is 70 years old.
These vessels are badly in
need of refit and are often in
pretty shaky condition. This
kind of thing doesn't lend
itself to efficiency because
the vessels are often broken
down and held up waiting for
parts and repairs.

The crews on the vessels,
those that meet the public ,
ar e a pleasant. helpful lol
The off-loading crews in Port
aux Basques are well known
as a hardworking lol (It
takes 12 men to do the work
in Port aux Basques, that it
takes 20 men to do in North
Sydney).

For the most part these
men are fiercely loyal to eN,
but they are naturally more
concerned with their own
well-being than with efficient
movement of freight into the
Province. They have opposed
any move to automate the
services, and even today the
truck-to-truck transfer of rail

bulk of the tractor trailers
acr oss the Gulf, along with
the increased number of
mobile homes. (You can
imagine the chaos when one
of thes e trucks breaks loose
in the hold. A captain said he
ca n cu t speed and head the
ship into the wind until the
crew is able to ge t control,
but a cre w me mber said that
no one will go below if a truck
is loose in heavy seas).

Dyn a mit e, phosphorous
a nd ot he r dangerous or
explos ive shipments are only
car r ied on the top deck and
only on fine nights .

There are three rail car
ferries from North Sydney to
Port au x Basques. The best
ship is the Frederick Carter,
ca r rying 39 cars; the Stena
Sea Trader carries 30, and .
the John Hamilton Gray

trailers becau se s he is a side
loa der only I and they ca nno t
ma noeuve r in the hold. She
lost her rollin g shocks during
last year's heavy ice, and has
sti ll not been repaired. This
gives her an unusual ban g
when she hits heavy seas.
(Walls hav e been kn own to
sp li t during these ban gs ).

The \\ illia m Carson is the
Queen of the Eleet. She has
been on the ferr y servic e
since 1955 and is a good ship .
But she is limited to carrying
autos and str-aight tru cks or
Ste ad ma n containers.

There are three Swedish
vessels now operating - th e
S te n a Trailer, the Sten a
Car r ier and the Jarl Tran­
sporter. These ships wer e
bu ilt for the North Atl antic ,
bu t they have a violent roll in
hea vy se as . They carry the
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cars is done only on two of
the three shifts . (A year ago
the union agreed to allow the
second shift to handle freight
truck-to-truck). eN is
presently negotiating to have
the transferring of goods
extended to three shifts.

When cars are transferred
from the standard guage rail
to the narrow guage, they are
able to move to their
destination wlthcu t ever
being opened. But when a car
is opened and the goods are
transferred by hand from
one car to another. the
system leaves itself wide
open (or ' da maged and
pilfered goods. And this is
one of the biggest headaches
eNhas . Claims for damaged
and pilfered goods rise
dramatically when freight
has to be transferred by
hand.

BACK ON THE.. ...
I stayed in Port aux

Basques until Monday, but I
found that leaving for home
wasn't simply a matter of
getting in the camper and
driving away.

-The wind was from the
south west.. Have you ever
driven east from Port aux
Basques when the wind is in
that direction? It was no joy
ride.

I had been warned that if

"the water was rising off Big
Pond, I should take care.
Perhaps I shouldn't try it.
The water was rising alright,
a good twenty feet in the air.
The wind scoops up sheets of
water and the spray goes
straight upwards. But I
thought I'd try it.
Wreckhouse, where Locky
MacDougall used to "keep
the wind" , is about 15 miles
from Port aux Basques .
Locky would stand outside
his house and if the wind
knocked him off his feet he'd
phone CN and tell them to
hold the train until the wind
dropped. The camper is high
and light, and when I passed
wreckhcuse she was rocking
badly and I had to keep a
tight hold on the wheel. Just
beyond Wreckhouse there
was a trailer lruck parked in
a sand pit. He was facing the
wind. I stopped and ran to
ask him why he was waiting.
The wind whipped my coat
and my hat went tearing off
somewhere down the Codr oy
Valley. The driver carne to
meet me and said he was
waiting for the wind to
subside. I asked if he thought
I should go on. His reply was,
"Jeez, no, notin that thing!" .
He told me though, that if I
had to go on I should keep my
right wheels on the gravel so

that the camper would be
tipped and wouldn't take the
wind broadside.

I took his first suggestion
a nd gingerly moved the
camper into the dugout
behind him. I left her and
went back into Port aux
Basques.

During the afternoon the
wind dropped to a dead calm
in the town , so I went back to
try again. But it was even
worse by this time. At one
point a rock the size of your
fist came flinging right
across the road in front of the
windshield. It was raining,
but no ordinary rain, this.
Long sheets of water tore
down from the mountain,
across the road and out into
the mouth of the Gulf of Sl
Lawrence. A mobile home
had gone off the road the
week before and there was
nothing left of her but some
shreds of yellow siding. This
stretch of road has got to be
the cleanest stretch of road
in North America!

I went back to Port aux
Basques again. That night
about 8 o'clock I tried again.
This time I made it, though
the wind, which was still
calm in Port aux Basques,
was still quite high on that 10
mile stretch.

There are signs on the road
warning strangers about the
danger, but the signs may
well not be noticed, and the
one on the eastern end of the
bad area is about 2 miles
beyond the point where you
meet the first really bad
windy corridor. Before I left
Port aux Basques that
morning I had checked with
the HCMP and the Loran
Station near Cape Hay and
had been told I would have no
trouble. Perhaps there
should be some system of
warning, or even preventing,
motorists from moving when
the wind is bad.

Next morning, having
breakfast with a CN bus
driver, the topic of can-



The result of this has been
that stores do not stock the
variety they should, and the
west coast consumer has had
to buy what the stores have
for sale. But the consumer
has not quarrelled with the
stores over this. Nor have
they quarrelled about the
poor quality and limited
supply of fresh foods.
Businessmen in Corner
Brook believe the
Newfoundland shopper is not
nearly vocal enough. If they
were putting pressure on
business to do something
about this, the businessman
in turn would be forced to put
pressure on Government.
While it is only the
businessman who is com­
plaining, the politician is less
likely to listen, they say.
They believe the strike last
sum mer made the consumer
more aware of their
dependence on the tran­
sportation systems, but up to
now they have had little or
nothing to say about it These
kinds of problems would not
be tolerated anywhere else in
Canada.

The water front in Corner
Brook is a disgrace. CN
freight sheds were torn down
to make way for the new
arterial road. This means
that freight for the city is
stored in a Shed that was
built to accommodate ex­
press shipments only.

West of the CN yards,
Western Terminals Ltd.
(Clarke Steamships) have a
modern, efficient, side­
loading operation that brings
two ships a week from
Montreal carrying about
1,500 tons. But their sheds
are only half the size they
needed when they were built
three years ago, and they
claim they could be moving
far more freight if they had
the facilities to handle it

West again from the
Clarke premises there is a
wharf that is so badly
dilapidated it is beyond use.

COrtin Brook
versatlon was the wind and the costs way beyond what
the accidents that had the quality warrants. He said
happened the week before. clothing doesn't get much
The driver proudly told me damage, but every second
he'd never had to stop shipment will have boxes
because of the wind, and he's broken open and goods
been on the run since the stolen. He has had a 50 per
buses came to Newfoun- cent increase in claims on
dland. He said he'd had to CN over the past two years.
drive on the wrong side of the And quarrelling with eN has
read at times, but "she never become a daily routine.
stopped me." It's drivers like
that that should be forcefully
stopped from travelling
when the wind is from the
south.

CORNER BROOK
Corner Brook .... what a

beautiful little city, nestled
below the road with the blue
Bay of Island behind and
Sunnyside and Irish Town set
into the hills in the
background. Beautiful
Corner Brook, though , is
.anything but happy with the
transportation systems that
keep her alive. I talked to
members of the Chamber of
Commerce and to several
prominent businessmen, and
their complaints were man) .

The major complaint is
with slow, damaged and lost
goods delivered by CN. One
retail outlet complained
bitterly about the damages ,
especially to furniture , The consumer lakes
which, he says, are dri ving WMI she can buy
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Air Canada is now an interprovincial carrier only.

container loads can make a
payable run. Given the lack
of facilities in the west coast
city, it is easy to understand
why the Deer Lake
businessman had to wait 10
weeks - nearly 3 months· for
a shipment of goods.

One large wholesaler told
of a shipment of sugar that
left Montreal early in
November. Several telexes
later they were given the car
numbers on which the sugar
was shipped. More telexes
and two weeks later, they
found the car numbers, only
to discover they were both

cattle cars. They finally
found the sugar in Halifax
and were told it had been
loaded the day before but
didn't know what ship it was
on, nor where she was going.
Asked if he thought this was
mismanagement, the
businessman said, "I don't
say mismanagement, but I
think it hard enough."

10 DAYS BY AIR
Running a close second in

importance to the rail
'" problem in Corner Brook is

the serious situation with air
freight. A great deal of heavy
equipment is in use on the
west coast, and when a part
breaks down that is not in
stock, it means large crews
of men are held up for a week
or ten days waiting for that
part. This has driven con­
struction costs sky high, and
one man has found it is
cheaper to send a man to
Montreal to pick up a part
and bring it back as a
passenger, than it is to wait
for the system to bring it in.
It is not the businessman, nor
the construction company
who ultimately pays the cost
of these delays, it is the
consumer and taxpayer,

The Corner Brook
Chamber of Commerce has
had a stream of complaints
going to the office of the
Department of Transport in
Ottawa to try to get
something done. They were
promised a hearing a year
ago when Air Canada was
forced to curtail its
movement in Newfoundland.
(The Federal Government
announced that Air Canada
would become an inter­
provincial carrier only,
dropping freight at one point
only in any province, and not
permitted to move between
points in the provinces), The
hearings have finally been
held, but they are a year late.
They say neither the Federal
Government nor the big
shipping companies are
interested in the small

This wharf was used by
Bowaters and plans are in
the works to have Clarke
take over at least some of the
warehousing area.

Corner Brook is a storage
centre for goods moving to
the Labrador coast and up
the Great Northern Penin­
suia to St. Anthony. It is also
a supply centre for freight
going to Deer Lake, Bale
verte, the Stephenville area,
and back along the road as
f a r as Robinsons. Often
freight for these points is
held in Corner Brook until
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problems. When they make
plans at all, they are only for
the big problems.

Many Corner Brook firms
have branches in Labrador
and they have men and
equipment moving north
constantly. They complain
bitterly about the poor
passenger service being
offered by EPA into
Labrador, saying you have to
wait 6 or 7 days to book
passage. "That's great
business for the airline,"
they say, "but it's useless for
us." They also fear the
consequences of a strike.
against EPA or breakdown
in seriously over-used
equipment.

Freight moving out of
Newfoundland is very small
compared to incoming
freight. Most of this comes
from COTner Brook.. Cement
goes out in huge quantities,
Bowaters is shipping far
more paper by rail (up to
40,000 tons this year, over
12,000 tons last year), and
Lundrigans are shipping
insulation and linerboard.
Lundrigans used to ship their
linerboard by rail, but they
found tha t because of the
amount of handling, it was
arriving in badly damaged
condition. So they have now
turned to trailer trucks for
transporting their product.

In their shipment of paper
by rail, Bowaters are very
happy with the service they
have been getting from eN.
They load 5 cars a day with
50 tons in a car. The paper is
left in the car until it gels to
its destination in North
Eastern United States. They
intend to continue the ex­
periment for the time being.

Businessmen all over the
province are also com­
plicating the transportatior
systems by using shed space
as warehousing. They pay
demurrage charges which
are very high because they
do not have warehousing to
store it themselves. This
altuation should change in
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Corner Brook when the new
industrial park is working
because several companies
are building new
warehousing there.

The Corner Brook business
community believes none of
our transportation systems
have had any long range
planning, but have grown up
with crises being met as they
occ ur. They admit a
remarkable improvement
over 10 years ago, but they
are finding now that the
pressures are increas ing
because the demand for
goods has increased rapidly.
They want more and better
water front facilities built,
and ferries coming in
straight from North Sydney
rather than going through
Port aux Basques. They want
faster and better air service;
they would like to see a third
rail built to Corner Brook
from Port aux Basques, and
they believe freight from

Corner Brook's city
transportation system has
caused some unresl Mrs.
Ethel Rowsell in Curling has
carried on a one woman
campaign to get something
done about it. She admits
they complained about the
jitneys (cars that were
lice nced as buses and could
travel any route for 15 cents
a ride), butshe says that now
that they have the larger 10
seat buses, the price has
gone up to 35 cents for a five
minute run, and the service
is very slow. There is no bus
service at all on Sundays.
She said the bus goes c;if the
run at 10 o'clock at night
whether the stores are open
or whether or not there is a
bingo game.

Mrs. Rowsell has tried to
get the public to protest the
system, and she has talked to
the town councillor who has
responsibili ty for the system,
all to no avail. She says, "He
thinks the buses are good,
but he has a car and what
would he know about it?"

Nova Scotia should be
shipped from two ports,
rather than simply North
Sydney.

PASADENA

J drove to Pasadena to see
the Newfoundland and
Labrador Air Transport
Limited, whose offices
overlook Deer Lake, right at
the edge of Bowater Park.
What a beautiful place to
work - sum mer or winter.
Duri ng the winter, they tell
me, you can walk across the
lake on the ice and you are
right into some magnificent
widlderness country.

Pierre 'Meagher, the
Operations Manager, has
been in Newfoundland for 10
years and he wouldn't
change his job for anywhere
else in the world. The
company orrers regular
flights from Deer Lake to
Port au Choix, Sl Anthony
and Blanc Sablan on the
Labrador coasl The flight
carries 10 passengers and
operates both ways three
times a week. In peak
season, they can put on more
flights as required.

These small airlines are
known as commuter -ser­
vices, and among other
things, they bring
passengers from smaller
centres into the major air- '
ports. They must fly only
with 3 miles visibility and a
1,000 foot ceiling.

Leavi~~C~~~ajjena for
Grand Falls about3 o'clock, I
decided to get as many miles
behind me as I could before
darkness fell. It is on this
section of road that you begin
to realize just how big this
Island is. After you leave
Deer Lake there are 120
miles with only a scattered
service station and the little
towns of South Brook and
Badger to break the
monotony. It makes you
realize, too, the tremendous
costs involved in supplying
the scattered population.
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L(Hldinl paper tit Botwood

Along High Strut, Grand Falls,

She was there for 15 days,
and her owner, a Grand Falls
businessman, would have
paid $1,000for the one pound
package. Since Air Canada
withdrew services, they are
finding the freight backs up
in St. John's until a sufficient
package is ready for Grand
Falls. Mr. Bruce Reid,
Chairman of the Grand Falls
Chamber of Commerce,
believes the businessman
shouldn't have to worry
about how the systems
operate, just so long as they
get their goods.

A fair amount of freight
moves out of the area, both
from the paper mill in Grand
Falls and from the mines in
Buchans. But all this freight
is moving on a company­
owned railway from Buchans
to Millertown, and another
company rail line from
Grand Falls to Botwood.
From there, it is shipped by
company-chartered vessels
to all parts of the world. So
this tonnage is not con­
tributing in any way to the
solution of the problem of rail
cars and ships leaving the
Province without freight
aboard.

Price (Nfld .) Limited had
a difficult shipping season
last winter, when the har­
bour at Botwood was frozen

and goods moving out in
small lots. The President of
the Grand Falls Chamber of
Commerce told of a meeting
the Newfoundland Chamber
held with Canadian National
a year ago . He said they did a
lot of talking, but they hadn't
seen a great deal of im­
provement as a result of it.

Inefficient air service has
proven very expensive for
the area. There was a ship
held up in Botwood last year
waiting for a part to be flown
in from the United States.

Although eN brings about
500,000 tons of freight a year
(that's a ton each), and tour
million tons of freight come
from other sources each
year, it is still a small
amount to distribute over so
many miles of road and
water.

The day was short, dark
clouds speeded the dusk, and
drifting rain blurred my
vision. It wasn't until 7
o'clock that the lights of
Grand Falls blinked a
welcome, and when the hotel
said 1 could have the last
room in the house, I said a
silent thank you to someone.

GRANDFALLS
The Grand Falls Chamber

of Commerce has also spent
a lot of time wrangling with
ON and the Federal
Government over the freight
problem. They have
narrowed their problems
down to the poor service on
the Gulf, and to EPA's
inability to handle the air
freight for the centre of the
Province.

Grand Falls is not the
supply base for the centre of
the Province, but It is the
centre of retail trade and this
has meant a huge increase of
freight moving into the town,
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for some months. They say if
this is repealed this year, it is
going to result in a lot of
down time for the mill in
Grand Falls. And the lown of
Botwood depends for its
existence almost entirely on
the paper moving through
there.

The town of Grand Falls
has no transportation 'sys te m
except a jitney service.
These passenger cars
operate on a licence from the
town council ala cost 0($7.50
a year and they have no set
routes. The citizens seem to
be satisfied and the large
number of cars in the
business suggest there must
be some kind of living in it.

Passengers from Grand
Falls who want to travel by
air, must first face an hour's
drive to Gander. They are
happy with the service. but
complain that EPA doesn't
notify them if a plane is
delayed . It often means
hours waiting around the
Gander airport, when a
phone call in time would save
this inconvenience.

Mr. Jake .Deorksen ,
Manager of the second
largest co-op store in the
Province, says their com­
pany has had so much
trouble with bringing freight
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into the Province that they
are going into the trucking
business and bringing in
their goods themselves from
their Moncton wharehouses .

He notes that to make food
merchandising profitable,
you have to be able to sell the
goods before you have to pay
for them. And if you have
delays "you're behind the
eight hall."

Mr. Deorksen has words of
praise for Canadian
National. He thinks the
Newfoundlander "has a
thing about CN in
Newfoundland. They need

Al ROO,e".
Bishop "JFalb tru ck o wner

constructive criticism, yes,
but they're still the best
moving system in the world,
hands down."

BISHOPS FALLS
Trucking seems to be big in

the area but one new com­
pany, owned by AI Rodgers
of Bishops Falls, is pretty
angry about some of the
practices he has run into .

AI has five trucks that pick
up freight in St, John 's and
deliver daily to points as far
west as Buchans and
Springdale. Keeping his tires
in good condition has been a
big expense, and he says the
cheapest price he has been
able to get in Newfoundland
was $154.00 each. He claims
he can land them in Bishops
Falls for $55. each, so he is
going to start buying them
through a Montreal dealer
and by-passing the local
middleman.

He claims there are a lot of
trucks hauling goods they
are not licenced for, and the
only way he can haul goods
for a Quebec or Ontario
company is if he puts his
truck in their name so tha t
the truck is hauling the
shippers goods.

Al claims that if he were
permitted to haul goods for
Newfoundland companies
from the mainland, the
freight would cost $1,000
compared to $3,000 if the
same freight must come via
ship to St. John's and then
back by truck to central
Newfoundland. He believes
there is a monopoly on all
shipments and sale of con­
sumer goods, and "the cost
of consumer goods will never
come down as long as there's
a monopoly." On the other
hand, he wonders if the
Newfoundland middlemen
weren't there, perhaps
" Ontar io would skin us alive,
who knows. "

He believes tha t many
small problems could be
overcome if there were an
active truckers association
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in the Province. For
example, he points out that
many companies will not
accept freight on Sa lurdays
and they are closed on
Mondays. This means a tour
day week for truckers. Also,
10 keep a trucking company
in business, you have to keep
the trucks moving. But if
there is a breakdown, the
trucks cannot be repaired at
night while they are off the
road, but must lose a day in
the garage. He says that in
Ontario, the service stations
are working aU night to
accommodate owners.

Licencing is also a
problem. "You can haul
what you like," he says, "be
it gold or garbage." But you
have to prove to the Motor
Carriers Board that there is
a need for your service in a
particular area. But, "if you
know a politician, you can
gel a licence to go
anywhere." Right now you
have to apply to the Board
for increase in rates. Al
thinks rates should be set and
policed, and "let the truckers
compete for business on the
service we offer. If it was all
honest, and properly policed,
I could compete with
anyone." he says.

LEWISPORTE
Lewispor te is a major

supply centre for most of the
North East coast and for
Labrador. Freight is moved
out once a week, except
during the winter because
cars are held until the boat
arrives. This may be one of
the ways in which rail cars
are tied up. If the car is of­
loaded into a shed, that
means double handling of
goods.

Evidence of the huge
amount of freight moving
through Lewisporte can be
seen in the new premises of
Lewiapor te Wholesalers
Limited, who claim they
have the largest wholesale
warehouse east of Montreal.
It is a modern service and
the company carries
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everything from soup to nuts,
from basement supplies to
attic and from a needle to an
anchor. Gerald Osmond,
Manager of the firm, is very
proud of the operation, but he
says his biggest problem now
is transporta tion. They ship
goods to Bay D'Eapoir, for
example, and last December
saw the road to that coast
closed for nearly a week due
to mild weather. He thinks
the road must be paved to
avoid these delays.

Mr. Osmond also believes
Newfoundland should have
an alternate port to Port aux
Basques. And he says if a
wide guage railway were
built across Newfoundland,
far from losing jobs by it, the
Port aux Basques unions
would gain. He says if you
want to do business you have
to provide the facility first,
rather than wait for the
business to build up until the
point where a facility is long

~v:~dr:~I~j ~:YnSdfrei~~ ~nlt~
naturally increase if a good
service were provided. (The
company is an example of
good business practices).

GANDER
The Gander businessman

is experiencing the same
problems as his counterpart

elsewhere. But George
Marion, of the co-op store,
says that eN service has
improved fantastically ever
since they heard the co-ops
are planning to go into the
trucking business. Mr.
~tarion says that freight
costs are contributing about
25 percent to the cost of living
and he wonders if CN
couldn't take better care of
the freight being moved. (He
told of a shipment of potatoes
that he saw being dropped 50
feet into the hold of a vessel).
He says that the co-op stores
in Newfoundland are plan­
ning to bring in their own
goods by their own trucks in
the future and that ever since
they heard of this plan, "CN
has given us a fantastic

service."
·HA<:K ........•......

Gander was the last stop on
my two week trip. The road
had taken me a long way and
introduced me to a great
many transportation
problems.

I had moved through some
beau tiful spots on my
journey, but I think none
looked quite so beautiful as
the sight of the old capital
city. St. John's may not be as
beautiful as the rest of the
Island, it may not offer as
much peace. Perhaps it is not
as important as it sometimes
thinks it is. But, after all, it is
home, and home to the mole
is a hole. Horne to the
monkey is a tree.

ST.JOHN'S

St. John's businessmen
have the same tran­
sportation problems as those
in the rest of the Province.
The St. John's waterfront, of
course, is of concern mainly
to the city. This waterfront
has had a lot of rebuilding
over the years, and is not
finished yet. However, wharf
and storage space is still
seriously over-burdened and
Clarke Steamships, for
example, always travels less
than fully loaded.

The National Harbours
Board is operating on a
"user-pay" basis. They say if
the facility cannot pay for
itself in the next 20 years,
then it should not be put in.
Local businessmen seriously
disagree with this concept,
claiming that such facilities
are an essential part of the
lifeline of any people, and
would be used, not for 20
years, but for the foreseeable
future.

CONFUSION

This serious Dotlleneck
could well mean drastic
changes in the shipping
fulure of the port.

There is a great deal of
confusion and a resulting
inefficiency in the number of
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agencies that are responsible
(or the installation and
co nt r-ol . of the various
transporta tion systems.

Th e Provincial Govern­
ment is respondiible (or the
syst em within the Province,
the F ederal Government for
inter-provincial travel and
for the waterways, and each
Government has many
agencies. Subsidies for the
various systems are con­
fus ed and coming from
sev eral sources.

The Federal Government
has stated a policy of "let
competition decide the rales

a nd services that are
provided, " and the
Provlncia l Government
attempts to control the entire
tru cking industry.

Th er e have been m any
dozens of studies done on
tra n s p o r t a tio n in
Ne wfou ndla nd over th e
yea r s, and many of these
ma ke th e sam e reccm ­
menda tions year after year.
Man y of these studies have

IlYTOR A. FOSNAES

As a former Premier was
pron e to do , this little article
is going to spout some figures
and s tatis tics .

From 1950 to 1970 the total
road mileage in Newfound­
land has remained stable­
abou t 6,000 miles-but,
significan tly, the increase in
pa ved roads has gone up
about 1,000 per cent (from
120miles to 1,300 miles ). This
is in conjunction with a
dec rease in " ea rt h" or local
r oads, which have no
minimum standards from
4,400 miles to 850 miles .
Standardized gravel roads
have increased about 250 per
cent, from 1,800miles to 4,100
miles in 1968, and as these
have been paved, down to
J,750 miles in 1970.

All of this means , of

never been made public .
There is a grea t need for

all those concerned with
transportation to sit down
together and plan for the
future.

With this in mind, the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Chamber of Commerce has
requested the Extension
Service to convene a con­
ference on transportation,
and this conference will be
held March 24, 25 and 26 in
Gander. The conference
will hold workshops in all
modes of transportationsea.

course, that driving in New­
fou ndland ha s i mproved
immeasurably. (I remember
a to-hour trip from Corner
Brook to S1. John's in 1961 to
attend a family emergency,
which, I think, still holds the
unofficial cross country dash
for those days).

While most Newfound­
landers have gained release
from the nightmare
travelling conditions of those
days , some people are still
faced with very harrowing
conditions. They are people
who live on small islands
around our coastal waters
and who have to rely on local
fer ries to make contact with
the new highways. These
peop le are plagued by bad
boa ts , poor se rvi ce and a
service th at is cut off by ice
conditions, some times for
months .

air, road and rail. Intr iguing
questions will be discussed
such as : Does Newfoundland
need a third rail? Is the
Motor Carriers Board
inhibitin g gr owt h? Does
Labrador want a road or a
railway? Does EPA need
mor e aircraft?

If y ou have a ny
suggestions to make con­
cerning this conference, or if
you would like to know more
about it, drop a line to Lois
Saunders , Decks Awash,
Memorial University, S1.
John's.

There ar e ten such ser­
vices in the Province, all are
subsidized by eithe r the
Provincial or Federal
Governments , because costs
hav e gone so high as traffic
has remained constant; and ,
because the service, once
started, has to remain. The
ferry operation cannot just
back out of what has become
a bad busin ess deal.

An indic ation of the type of
probl ems faced , aside from
the obvious increases in the
cost of petroleum products
and wag es, is reflected in a
story told by an operator.
The cos t of a cylinder head
for his engine has gone from
$700 in 1967 to $2,100 in 1973,
As these boats , usually about
50 tons, become older,
maintenance costs rise
sharply.

All of these ferries are
'inspected and mainta ined
annually to kee p up to
minimum safety sta ndards,
and, all are run by sincere
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LAB RAI>O R
Labradorians stay put

look at some of the problems
that have to be overcome to
provide a good se rvic e.

Coastal Labrador has 55
miles of road, from Blanc
Sablon on-the Quebec borde r ,

to Red Bay. There are less
than 100 vehicles on th is
road, and to make more use
of YOUI' vehic le you ha ve to
cross the Straits of Belle Isle
on a ferry to Flowers Cove.

The other communities on
the coast, from Red Bay in
the south to Nain, the most
northerly corn munity, mus t
depend on the sea or air for
every single item they use or
consume. Every nail, every
refrigerator, every jar of
peanut butter, must travel by
sea or air .

Canadian National
provides a service from
Blanc Sablon to Nain when
the coast is ice-free. and
Clarke Steamships ope rate a
weekly service from Mon­
treal to Goose Bay in the
summer time. Over the pas t
few years, employme nt
opportunities have increased
in this region, and there is an
increasing: agitation on the
part of the residents to have
better services.

At a conference held in
Goose Bay last June, small
businessmen gathered to talk
about their problems, and
transportation was high on
their list of Concerns. For
example, early freeze-ups
mean that the entire coast is
closed off from shipping for
at least six months of the
year. Air service to coastal
communities is hampered by
the Mealy Mountains on one
side and the notoriously
foggy Straits on the othe r.

Many communities hav e
no wharf, or only very poor
wharves, and sh ips must
dischar ge cargo into small.
boats coming out to meet

Mr . Manion is ri gh t, but

Ne wfoun dl and, $78,334;
MOT .
• S1. Brendan 's- Burn side:
Micha el Ryan , St . Bre n­
d an' s, Nfid., $45,175; MOT .

Cobb Arm -Chan ge Islan ds:
C h a f fe y Shippin g Ltd. .
Lewisporte, NOd., $19,000:
MOT.

Bell Island-Portugal Cove:
NOd. Transportation Co., 51.
John's, Nfid. , $375,000: MOT .
.. 51. Patrick 's-LitUe Bay:
Wilbert Weir, Littl e Bay
Islands, Nfid ., $22,916; MOT .

Twif l in g ate-New World
Is .: winston Saunders, Littl e
Bay Islands, Nfld. , $45,622;
MOT .

Woody Point-Norris Point:
Stuart Blanchard-C. Lain g ,
Bonne Bay , NOd. , $21,000;
I>TC.

Gr ey R iver -Bur g eo ­
Ram ea ; John P enney &
Sons , Ramea, NOd., $73,000;
OTC. · in 1973 this service
ehang ed hands . It had
received 528.935 up to 0 1'­
tuber . It was granted an
additional $16,240 from
October to lUarl'h . !\1arl'h is
the end of the fiscal year.
Was subsidiz ed by the
Provincial Departm ent of
Transportation and Com­
munieatlen on a rate of
$32,850 annually, but, the
purchase of a large boat in
June. 1973 raised the subsidy
to Federal status. Granted
$22,916 to March 1974.

" The pub lic in the outlying
region s deserves a com ­
fortable a nd d epen d a b le
service, ju st as mu ch as do
the townies in St. J ohn ' s or
Cor ner Brook." So says Ge ne
Manion of Newf oundland and
Labrador Air Tran spor t
Limited, a company tha t is

in now applying for a licen ce to
oper a te in Labrad or .

long d rive aeress
~Iand, but Labrador

th re e tim es as
~",,,!" _...,t

I d lIil ,000 mil ts
or rc ...L brador ba s about
100 miles .
.. Th ere are 28t VOO people
living in 58 ('0 . es in
Labrador .

00 th e Isl and 500
800 rum m uniti es .

Local ferries
me n who try to provide an
ade qu a te service. T he i r
subsidies provide the m with
e nough money to cover
operating costs and a sma ll
pr ofit. Anything over a se t
amountof profit and they are
requir ed to return a per ­
centage of the excess to
Ottawa. One operator told
me it was 75 per cent.

As transportation im ­
pr oves on the Islan d , what is
now ba re ly adequate will fall
woefull y short of any sta n­
liar d of adeq uacy. Alrea dy,
sha r ply increasing cos ts ar e
forc ing operators to see k
in cr eases in their subs id ies.

The report of a study on
these ferry services, is a bout
to be received by Gove rn­
me nt , but, its effectiveness
ca n only be gauged if its
recommendations are made
public , acted upon, an d,
ac ted upon swiftly.

A breakdown of the ferr ies,
t heir operators owners,
subsidies and age nc ies
follows:

Greenspond-Badger-s
Quay: Beothic Fish
Processors, Valley fi el d,
B.B., Nfid. $36,000; MOT.

S1. Barbe-Blane Sablon :
Pu ddister Trading Co. St.
John ' s , Nfid. $197,000; MOT .

Carman ville-Fog, Fogo
Tra nsport Ltd., F ogo,
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