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The closing of The Hamilton Banks

What will it accomplish?
Newfoun nand wants at least a
~on'.h ban - February, March
and Apri' - on HamUtoo Banks'
fishing, b c a use it negatively affects
the inshore fishery . There is very
litUe reason, except a social one, to
justify this request, because
Newfoundland and Canada are not
taking anywhere near their quota
for that area. As Gus Etchegary
says, " Be guaranteed that other
countries won't do summersaults at
our proposal. It won't pass unless we
get one thundering push from
Canada, and they need to get the
push from the Provincial Govern­
ment ," However , he would like to
see it happen, and it is now on the
ICNAF' age-ida for June 's meeting.
Gus feels othtr countries might
agree to a mtddle-ct-the-rced ap­
proach which would mean cutting
off the fishing for one month at peak
periods, but Harold Collins,Minister
of Ftsherte . doesn't believe in
compromise. He says, "We have to
go for a three-month peak season."

Dr. Templeman Ieela that closing
of the Hamilton Banks wlll not help
the Labrador fishing noticeably.
Instead, the catch under the quota
system should be reduced, because
then " it would not matter when you
took the fish. Right now all of the
quota can betaken by such countries
as Hussia before the spa~g

season. "If there is any quantity of
fish on the Banks ," says Dr. Tem­
pleman , " a ship could probably get
them from November until
February. If you had a four month
closure season from January to
May, you couldn't justify this for a
spawning season because that. oc­
cun mostly in March . In effect , a
closure of a seasonhas always been
a way to try to cut the catch, but you
can always catch whole catches in
two mont.m If you care to push
enough vessels into an area and
neglect fishing in other areas. "

Gus Etcbegary disagrees. He

GUS E'l'CH EGARY

says, " Those countr ies like Russia
and Jap an can't come in the end of
March and still get their quota . If
they miss the peak and come a
month lat e, they will get very little."
But then Dr. Templeman adds that

Canada has neve r taken enough fish
off Labrador to just ify her cutting
down the Canadia n quota . And Gus
Etch egary an d Harold Collins agree
only 7.7 percent of Canada's quota is
taken , from the Ham ilton Banks to
the Grand Banks. In 1972,ther e were
over 400million pounds tak en off the
Labrador, of this, Newfoundla nd
took 1 percent of the catch. The
USSR took over. half the am ount of
total fish caught, next cam e Por­
tuga l and Poland, then Eas t Ger­
man y, followed by West Germany,
and Newfoundland was way down
~ list. Collins says, " From a
biological point of view. the yield
can be sustained." But from a social
point of view, that is if Newfoun­
dland wants an inshore and a north

east fishery. Collins feels there is a
case for closing the Hamihon Banks.

It should be pointed out that
quotas are based on year by year
knowledge of what a fishery can
stand· it doesn 't include knowledge
of how big a populationis needed for
reproduction. It would tak e hun­
dreds of years to have enough ba ck
history to knowwbat size population
is necessary on the aver age ,
because our water climate is
changing all the time .

According to Dr. Templ eman,
there is a lack cl fish on the
Labrador coast because the old fish
have been caught 1bey are the first
ones that gather in spawning schools
and the trawlers go after them
during the winter . They gather in
schools because while the eggs ar e
developing , the fish don't have to
scatter for food. Theonly way to get
more off Labrador is to stop fishing
the old fish which are the biggest .
the most valuable, the most con­
centrated in their spawning schools,
the deepest found, and are therefore
spearated out to some degree from
the smaller fish.

Collinsfeels Newfoundland has to
compete with other-countn es to get
the fish, but he isn't sure that going
for bigger boats is the answer.
"We've been pushing for enough
things over the years without having
done the proper research," he says,
"instead, what we are going to do
this summer with the three 65' boats
which are coming out of Marystown,
is to equip them. plus the two
Hannon boats. for near offshore
fishing . They will be diversified in
terms of deck .gear and water gear,
and we're gOing out to the Virgin
Rocks if we have to. We hope to get
around the east coast bays this
summer and prove that this type of
divenified boat can be successful "

So.it looks doubtful that the Banks
will be closed, but a redirection of
Newtoundland's fishing effort is
definitely in the workings .
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Port Albert's
on the move!

In Port Albert they celebrated
Shrove Tuesday this year with a
pancake supper and a game of
cards. Sis:big tables were filled with
people, some of whom came from
neighboring settlements such as
Stoneville.

It was in the new conununity
center that the 30 families « Port
Albert met. It's a white clapboard
building, nicely finished-off. inside
as well as out. situated at one end of
the town.

The profits from the pancake
supper, made by the ladies in the
center's kitchen, will help payoff the
cost of the furnace.

(Continwd on nut~J

'Hook and line best way

to fish on selective basis'
(REPRINTED FROM TIlE sou
WEST E R )

MONTREAL-How much fish do
Canadian fishermen waste while
ha rvesting the waters off the
Atlantic coast?

According to 8 paper prepared by
two Environment Canada em­
ployees- L. Hinds and J . Trim ­
quite a lot, something to the tune of
400million too. of fish which could
find itself eventually into the food
chain for human consumption.

The paper was delivered at a
three-day conference here between
gcvemment, industry and fisher ­
men on Feb. 5. (A more detailed
article on this paper will be carried
in the March 1st Issue of the
Sou'Wester.)

The authors made this conclusion
through research based 00 personal
cmununication with fishermen, the
log books of two Newfoundland
offshore vessels and some ICNAF
statistics on discards.

Naturally the 400 million pound
figure made headlines in some of the
major dailies in Ontario and Quebec
and A.A. Etchegary, a St. John's,
Newfound1and flSh processor , took
exception to the paper and its
figures , charging that they were
inaccurate and implied that only
Newfoundlanders were involved.

DIFFERENT VIEW
But a Cape Island, Nova Scotia ,

fish peccessor,Basil Blades, thought
that the paper was one of the
highlights of the conference , and
that the 400 million lbs. figure was
true representation of the amount of
discards in the Atlantic region.

"During the past year I was
talking to a dragger skipper. He told
me he had caught a net full of ping
pong haddock. These were too small
to process, so he let them go. It Is
common knowledge that for almost
every lOO,()(XI lbs. of fish caught by
draggers, that 200,000lbs. go down
the scuppers," he said .

It is his belief that draggers are
extremely detrimental to the fishing
industry.

"We have excellent spawning
grounds on Brown and Georges
Banks . We should close off some of
these areas and prohibit draggers in
there because all they do is destroy
the future of our fishery, " Mr.
Blades commented.

He said we should learn from the
European experience and their
mistakes. " Twenty years ago they
depleted their stock off their shores.
Sothey moved to North America and
are doing precisely the same thing .
Canada should stop following Euope
in regards to this type of fishery. "

It is his:contention that some cl the
fishery m~ proposed for the
under utilized species mentioned at

the conference (capelin, grenadiers,
dog fish, mackerel, argenttnes,
sandlaunce, etc.) were over the
heads of small processors and in­
dividual fishermen.

PROFESSIONALS
"But first of all we must look after

our fishermen and protect them.
They're professionals, although
what they know usually they've
learned by experience. This does not
make them any less professional.

Mr. Blades said the long line
method of fishing was the best
selective method of fishing devised
so far because in this way a
fisherman didn't catch any WI­

desirable fish and in this fashion
could p-oteet future stocks.

He cited the case where recently a
65·foot long liner landed 108,()(XI Ibs.
of fish which was worth $1,700 per
crewman.

" This is what is available if you
fish with hook and line. But if we
continue with our present method of
destructive fishing, the industry is
messed up."

On the subject of marketing such
species as dog fish, skates, etc., Mr.
Blades said that the price paid for
these commodities on the Europear
and Japanese markets would barely
pay the price of processing, packine
and freight, leaving nothing for the
fisherman.
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Port Albert
(COIlrim td from prrviool pagrJ

According to Will Elliott. post­
master and chairman of the local
committee of the Lewtsporte Area
Development Association, the
center is used for old-fashioned
concerts by the ladies, the cc­
casional square dance and maybe
haU a nceen meetings a month.
United ( h....ch ladies also cater to
weddings there.

Port Albert people are proud of
their community center; they built it
themselves. And it's just one of a
nwnbcr of projects they have taken
on and successfully finished in the
last few years.

In his comfortable living quarters
behind Port Albert's post ellice, Will
Elliott talks about. what community
cooperation can do.

"We built the communityhall on a
LIP program, a $21,000 LIP
program," remembers Mr. Elliott.

"The men gave up their unem­
ployment ane went in the woods,
worked for less money than they
were gettir,g on unemployment
insurance, cutting logs, sawing
them, building the hall, in order to
have a place."

There have been other examp les
of Port Albert and its community
spirit \0(,.

"We wanted another UP grant for
the winter of '72-73," says Mr.
Elliott. "This was for a water supply
from the pond, which is, a mile
away. We madea good case of it that
we could get the water gravity fed or
gravity now Is the way I've heard it.

"The men in the settlement, there
W1tS 15 men, again they gave up their
unemployment, in order to get a
water system this time. There was a
railway strike and we didn't get all
our materials until late August or
September. Our money was gone in
June, so there was a period of free
labor, about 3 weeks when7 01"8 of us
worked We were laying the plastic
hose, insulating It and covering it,
filling in the ditches."

The majority of Port Albert's
people are well pleased with what
they've done, "more than pleased,
I'd say," believes Mr. Elliott.

"We used what funds we had and
then went onour own. It was all done
through the Lewisporte Area
Development Association, if there
hadn't been an Auodation, I don't
think we could have done it,"

Earlier Port Albert had made a
brief for a community stage, the
first of their grants. The stage
wasn't used too often at first, but
recently H.B. Nickerson from Nova
Scotia indicated that they will bring
in an operation that will mean work
for some 5(I.{j() local people, filleting
and packing fish .

The Provincial Department of
Agriculture and Fo restry also
decided that Port Albert had a
usable piece of bogland for grazing
cattle and sheep. The word is that
perhaps 180 head of cattle from the
area will be grazing there in 1974,
providing several jobs.

In addition, a few years ago Port

Summar)' of an article by Willilm
wertenbaker , "A Small Spill".
which appeared in The Sew Yor ker ,
Nov. 26. 1973.

On September 15, 1969, I tug and
barge carrying 2SOOt.ons of No.2 fuel
oil (a light, clear refinery product)
were proceeding up Buzzards Bay
toward Cape Cod Canal. It was a
foggy night, the radar failed, and the
towline broke. The tug went aground
on a cluster of submerged boulders
which tore a hole in the bottom of the
barge. It lost 650-700 tons In all.

Oil booms were soon set out, and
cleanup crews came In right awa)'.
When the wind rose, the waves went.
right over the boom. ca rrying the 011
with them. Forty-five men worked
for 3 weeks to clean it up. They
vacuumed the water, raked the
beach, and truckloads of putrefying
animal and vegetable matter were
carried away. When the clea nup
crews were finished, the beach
looked clean.

In the course of the week or so
after the spill, marine animal
population declined from about
200.000 animals per square metre to
about 2 animals per sq. metre. The
water had been rich in eels, noun­
del", baitfish, bluefish. menhaden,
herring runs, cunners. scup. tom­
cod. and mackerel. The bottom had
oysters, guahogs, scallops. softshell
dams, and lobsters offshore. The
shore supported gulls, ducks,
herons, cllms, crabs, belch hop­
pers. sandt/oppers. and I whole
succession of small animals and
plants down to the micescopie.

Oil booms were put ICroSS the
mouth of nearby West Filmouth
Harbour to protect the scallop
population there. Although there
was never any oil seen in the har­
bour. all the seeuces died. When ttIP

Albert got Itself a grant from the
Department of Community and
Social Development, now called
Rural .Development, for a park.
According to Mr. Elliott. it has 1,000
feet of shoreline, and a nice sandy
beach. as well as a road cut by the
residents.

This past summer. the young
people in the community did their
share. They applied for and received
a grant to improve the park, 7 boys
from Grades 11).11 cleaned up the
beach. cut nature trails. made
seesaws and sand tables.

"1bere have been as many as 56
people down there for dinner in the
swruner," remarked Mr. Elliott
with pride.

harbour did reopen to the tak.ing of
shellfish, III the scallops tasted oily
and the Ire. had to be closed to
fishermen in order to protect the
reputation of the area. Years later
they still were not able to begin
reseeding the scallop seedbed.

It has been said that oil spills do
little biological damag e, that light
fuels can be expected to be seu­
cleaning In the environment by
evaporation

Dr. Max Blumer is an organic
chemist spec!alizing in h)'drocar­
bons, and he has been following the
West Falmouth spill since Its
beginnings. Dr. Blumer sa)'s tha t
hydrocarbons are pr odu ce d
naturally, and that "No petroleum is
less than a million yea rs old. It Is
unreallstic to expect oil spills to
vanish, as the)' have bee n said to. in
a few days or weeks ... Oil still
mim ics natural hyd roca r bo ns
closely enough that ani mals may be
unable to distinguish it from the
smells and tastes that they rely on in
their lives ...AIl crude oil and all 011
fractions except so me high ly
purified and pure materials are
poisonous to all marine organisms."

Although after tbe spill West
Filmouth was said to be as beautiful
IS ever, the oil was as much as 5 ft.
deep in the sediment. There were no
more dead animals because the re
were no more left alive.

Bottom Inlmals are important in
studying pollution because they
can't swim Iway. Dr. Howard
Sanders, I leading authority on
benthic (bottom-dwelling) animals,
reports thlt "By October we were
looking It I biological desert... No
mosquitoes, no greeuntes. no
nothing. And no birds. No herons or
ducks feeding. Even the gulls left."

(CotItin_d 011"., 44)
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~----AGRICULTURE-------'
were self sufficient people "'00
fished in return for a "blue taU"
or money for those goods and
products ""Wch they could not
raise themselves. Most famWes
had a small garden, a few sbeep,
a cow, and a chicken or two and
this prevtded the majority 01
their food plus basic clothing.
And 50 to mosl people,
Ne~..foundlanders flsbed and
fanned.

But farming mf'ans something
different today. According to
Gonrnment programs, one 15
only a farmer if be earns mere
than 50 perceat of his Income
from farming. And tbere are very
few in Newfoundland ""ho do,
ooly 400 at best Ed Maynard,

Minister 01 Forestry and
Agricultu re, says Newteun­
dJand's potential In agriculture ts
Dot aU thai great, although we
can expect to be self sufflt-ient in
some areas and c:lpert In otbers.

In thJs Issue ofDeeb A';1I"ubwe
decided to explore the Island and
just see wbal its agriculture
potential Is, what people are
doing, how times have changed
fanning, ."bat tbe problems are
and the outlook lor the future.

So grab a glass 01mm.. a piece
of cbeese, and a carrot or two, sit
back aDd visit with us the dairies,
reet crop farms, beef ranches,
aDd sbeep pastures aod decide
(or yourself where agriculture
fits into the prO\ince's picture.

The Codroy

Valley

The well-established
farm

The Coctroy Valley II considered to
be the AnnopoUs Vall ey of
Newfoundland, but Its fame now
runs 8 bit ahead of reallly. The
Coctroy Valley ill tertne, DO doubt
about that, and hu a great deal of
potential, but It'll DOt really a far­
ming area, not yet anyway. It used
to be many yean ago; car load after

carload of potatoes were shipped out
of St. Andrew·s. And it still may get
back. on its feet again, if the vacant
and ece-prcdccuve farms can be
sold or leased to the serious farmers.

Leo Cormier is one of the most
successful farmers in the area. He's
been at dairy and poultry farming
for 12years and has acquired about
400 acres on different fanns in
several communities. Two hundred
acres are now under cultivation.
He's got a lease for 88more and has
been trying to get the grant for it for
two years, but with no luck. "We're
planning 011 building a new dairy
operation on that land," he says,
"and we can't borrow money from
Farm Credit unless we get the grant.
We need the grant now because
we're planning on starting the dairy
operation in the spring."

He wants to expand from 50 to 100
cows, but where the barn and fields
are now is bog land. A few miles
away he has 176acres next to the 88
and he plans to graze the cows on the
larger acreage and then put the bam
on the smaller.

Leo started with 12 cows and 100
hens. He now has about 7000 hens.

His father gave him one fann and
he bought two others.

He initially borrowed $3,500from
the Provincial Government for the
cows and $3,000 for equipment. He
then built up his -credn, and Farm

Credit, with its office in Halifax,
came along and loaned him $28,000
to start a poultry operation. About
four years ago he borrowed another
$12,000 from Farm Credit to build his
barn.

He finds Farm Credit a big help,
although they only help people who
have established themsel ves. His
biggest hindrance is acquiring land.
"There Is a lot of land here," he
says, "owned by people who won't
part with it, won't lease it, won't sell
it. Some of them live allover the
mainland and the United States. The
land is just sitting there, not being
used, and it's really holding up the
farming operation in the valley. We
talked to Mr. Maynard about an
agricultural freeze on the land , but
he doesn't want to do this unless he
really has to."

Leo sells his eggs primarily to
Western Wholesale in Stephenville
and Port aux Basques, as well as to a
few stores in the Valley. He never
had any problems with poultry,
except new people can't get a quota
for eggs. His quota Is 110,000dozen a
year, but if he only produces100,000
dozen next year, they will curhis
quota down. "But , as far as I
know," he says, "If I can produce
120,000 and I have a market for
them. they are not going to stop me
from selling them, and probably I'd
get a quota for 120,000next year."
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Th e new farmers

Old-time fa rming
Gus Bruce and his son Joe have

300acres betweenthem on the ocean
near the mouth of the Grand Codroy
River. 1bere's a lot of swamp. bog
and scr ub on the land, but over the
years they have managed to clear
about 33 acres for crops. They use
the cleared land all the time.
Nothing is allowed to lie fallow,
although the crops are rotated . The
oats and hay are fed to the 7 cows,
and the Bruces make their own
butter . They also sell a few beef
ca ttle on the si de. They ha ve nothing
fancy, just a digger which is im­
portant on those few frost free days,
in October, a bilZ tractor, and they
use their horse for cultivating. They
rent a planter from the Valley, and
because they feel that it doesn't pay
for small fanns to have hay making
equipment, they work with oter
fanns at haying time. As for
manure, " I help another farmer
spread manure," Joe says, "with
my tractor and his spreader, and he
lends me his tractor with a front end
loader on it and his spreader. So all
the fanners share their equipment"

J oe tried for Capital Assistance
and was approved (see article on
Capita l Asststancet,but felt it was
too big of an investm ent Joe also
feels that if they went into any other
are a of farming, it would be too
expensive and too much hard work
at this sta ge. He feels tha t to go into
beef produ ction, $20,000 would be
needed right away, "You would
have to have an income from it the
second yea r," he says, "so you
would have to have a big volume of
animals immediately. If you buy a
calf two or three days old, you pay
$6O-$llO for it, and you have three
years on the dead before the call is
going to be ready for market. Then
again, if you get out a fair number of
beef cattle within two or three years,
$20,000 Is not much."

The Bruces ' vegetables are picked
up and sold to Port aUJ:Basques and
Corner Brook. They have no trouble
selling, but they do have a problem
in competing with the mainland.
"Our price is sometimes lower than
it should be" says Joe. "If they have
a good crop in New Brunswick or
P rince Edward Island, we suffer
because we get paid a lower price.
But we are now beginning to get a lot
ofcustomers from Port aux Basques
who come up just for our blue

potatoes because they don't like the
whites. They don't mind paying
more. Some people used to buy a
winter's supply, but a lot of the older
homes in Port aUI Basques are
getting furnaces in, so they can't
keep the potatoes. We sell potatoes
by the 50 lb. bag and are getting $6.00
for them now, Three years ago we
were only getting $3.00or $3.50."

JERRY AND
PHYLLlSBAmD

Jerry was brought up on a fann,
but left when he was 14 and even­
tually became a mechanic. He and
PhyUislived in Port aUI Basques for
several years and then moved to Los
Angeles, California where Jerry
spent two hours every day driving on
the Freeway to work. One Saturday,
a little over a year ago, Jerry talked
to his brother in Newfoundland who
had bought a farm in the Valley
which needed to be worked . Sunday
morning Jerry decided to come back
to Newfoundland to do what he
always wanted to do, farm. Battling
against Freeway traffic wasn 't for
him.

Tuesday morning they put the ir
house up for sale and It was sold
three or four weeks later in March.
Jerry then went to Alaska to fish for
a month and Phyllis drove across
the country with the kids in May.
Now, almost a little over a year
later, you would think they bad been
farming all their life. They love it
and they are very serious about il

The fann has 130 acres and they
apolled last Auawt for 100 acres of
crown land. Phyllis is really bitter
about all the time and fuss taken up
with summer cottage Runts
because of what It is dOing to Iar­
ming. "It's a crime, she says, "that
so many farms have been broken up
into one and two acre lots because
people can make more money doing
it. There was a farm sold some time
back and we would have given the
owner what he thought it was worth,

Last year was a poor year for
white potatoes. Joe lost is percent of
his through blight, but he says if yon
have a few cows or sheep or other
vegetables, you have something left.
He had no blight on his blue
potatoes, but they were smaller than
usual

Joe has built a warehouse for
storage and cooling so he can now
sup ply someone with 8 50 lb. bag of
potatoes every two weeks. With this
new facility he can keep 1,000 bags
over the winter . His warehouse is
the one concession he has made to
modern conveniences.

but he wanted to sell it for summer
cottages, and he just wouldn't sell it
in one piece," And like almost every
fa r me r in Newfoundland, the
Baird's feel all good agricultural
land not being used should be Iar­
med.

Their original idea was to go into
swine, and Jerry even had some
training in swine production, but
part of the problem was the $-\1,000
barn required by the Dept. of
Agriculture, and tha t was just for 10
pigs. But the real stumbling block
was having to bring the pigs to
Corne r Brook to the abattoir. and
the n bring the m back again, if you
wanted to sell them locally . Tha t's
200 miles a round tri p. J erry and
Phyllis sa y that choice pork can sell
for 60ca pound, but locally they can
sell it for 9Oc.
(ContinlMd on ntXt p.l/IP)

JOANNE BAIRD AND FRIEND
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THE BAIRD 'S NEW FAMILY

The new farmers

Cyril Ford. a dairy farmer, is
originally from Glenwood. He used
to bea fisherman and probably was
in forestry, but fanning was what he
always wanted to do. And so he
moved to the Codroy. He hasn't been
at farming long, but was one of the
lucky ones who was able to buy a
vacant fann complete with barn.
It's an old barn, but it does for now
untilhe gets enoughmoneyfor a new
one.

Like all other dairy fanners
across the Province. he's losing
money on his dairy operation right
now because of the low price of milk
(see article on dairy farming,
pa[!!~22. And he's lost his help, his
son, to the bright lights of Toronto ·
but he's detennined to make a go of
it and has recently been elected
President of the agricultural group
which was formed in the area.

Cyril has had many opportunities
to use the veterinarian service.
Although Dr. Alan Clevcoc is the
only vet on the west coast from Port
aUI Basques to St. Anthony,
everyone has praise for him. He
responds to every call and few have
been kept waiting. Eve ryone
agrees" however, that ther e should
be more than one vet. Last summer
he had an assistant from Toron to
which helped out a good deal .

Cyri l pays $5.00 a year for eac h
cow and Dr. Clevoric comes and
checks the animals eve ry 6 weeks .
Problem cows are checked eve ry
three weeks, and the vet is on call
whenever you want him. Cyril feels
thi s is important because with dairy
cows you have a lot of tro uble.
"Farmers always dr ive them,
trying to get out tha t ext ra milk"
Cyril says. (Dr. Clevoric Is a daity
fanner himself with a farm In
Pasadena with 36 dairy cows, but
goats, pigs and horses as welL)

(Cotttif!wd Of! next pagrJ

DR. CLE\'O RIC

gamble. The only big downfall righ t
now In milk is the cost for feed, and
consequently the low cost people a re
getting for milk . but I thin k that's
going to change. (ED. note, it ha•.

Th ey ap plied for capital
esststence and got it • ., .
and are now milking 14 cows,
looking after' a few pigs, a horse,
and som e water fowl. Although the
children are young, they love far­
ming as much as Phyllis andJerry.
Let's hope they become fanners of
the future .

Cyril Ford and
the veterin arian

Eighty acres of the ir land is
cleared. plus the use of two neigh­
bor's fields, but they feel th is is not
enough pasture for the dairy farm
they have In mind. In the mean time
they will build a bam this summe r
for 32 milking cows, and buy the hay
lmtil they get enough land cleared.

TIley decided on 30 cowsbecausea
barn, Including all equipment, would
be about $25,000"and that's a big
differenct!." Jerry says. He further
adds. "Milk provides abnost a daily
income, whereas pigs are really a
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CATILE FARMING - Alben Bungay 1110.\0beef ca tt le on • wooded lot
acrOiI tbe TnDl Canada from Doyles. He slaugbten about 3t • year. and
seme day hopes to expand to aroUDdZOO bead , If he can get mere land. He',
been at bed ratsl.Dg18 yean, but still be bas to supplem ent his lDcome by
",orting In the woods "iDler ume. He hal run iDOO the same obsblcles .s
everyoDe else••.be caD" expand uoW be gets more hod, but DODoe knows
who 0.... the Iaod, and be say. the croWD lands people ar e ..too darn slow."
He appUedfor capital us.lance over a year ago, . 'U approved. but bas yet
to lee aoy money. He say. be has papen to get a leas e on seme CroWD land,
but the cc.t of surveying is just too expeestve.••• aDd the problems 10 on.
"When I started," be say., 1 didn't have any capital and the bank wouldn't
look at me In as far as giving me 8 108.0.1 got my doubtl1f I would do It .u
over again. if I bad a second chance. The ooly thing is lUke It, but It t. 8 lot of
headac bes aod a lot 01bard work. With the prtee of meat today, beef fart11iDl
can be a vtable operation, if you have volumne despite wbat Mr. Maynard
saYI to tbe contrary. I bave no trouble marketing tbe anlmala. Up to last
year tbe price we got was around 55cents a pound, but Its gone up DOW. But I
certa inly bave gotten UWe help or encouragement stnce 1 went Into this
bUlmel s."

~
To set the record straight, the

Robinson's Highlands area is not
part of the Codroy Valley. It is an
excellent productive fanning area
about oW miles from the Codroy
Valley. Those involved in farming
are primarily in root crops , although
some are now getting into beef
cattle.

E. Gordon Legge of CartyviUe
says the sotl along the rivers from
the Highlands River to the Robin­
son's River is some of the best in
Newfoundland. That is one reason
why these former fishermen from
England have tumed into farmers.

Mr. Legge grows a little of
everything. However, he con­
centrates on potatoes, turnips, and
cabbage, planting about 20 acres
each year . He has 13 sheep, 9 lambs,
8 beef cattle, 2 calves, a few hens
and a horse .

Two of the biggest problems Mr.
Legge runs into are obtaining good
hired help and the increased cost of
living. He says, " During the
Smallwood era the fishennen dr ew
up their boats, burned them, and the
big farmers raised all the vegetabl es
and the grain. The litUe fellows were
only wasting their time . As a result ,
there were many people on dole.
Today's young people were born into
this situation and they grew up
knowing nothing else. They had
nothing to do because their parents
had nothing to do. So you can't hope
to find any ambition in those young
people.

"I have hired young fellows 14 and
15 years old to help in weeding and
taking out a crop, and you have to
begin by showing them what you
want done. Probably one out of eight
or ten will hold on for two or three
weeks , but the most of them come
for three or four days . They won't
tell you they aren't coming back , but
Monday you wce't find them ."

The other problem is tbe increased
cost of living. u's hard to start
fanning these days . Fertilizer is up
$25.00a ton over last year. The sam e
applies to bags and twine. Mr. Legge
uses manure a great deal. He
usually spreads the manure on the
hay land , then he uses that land for
crops from three to five years . If he
thinks the soil needs to be improved,
he seeds it down and spreads
manure on it for two or three years.
He feels if you could get enough

(Continued on next p~b
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Cartyville
(CQIltinued fro m prryjous pogr )

stable manure and ' kelp, the fer­
tilizer problem would be answered.
He says there is not enough salt in
the kelp to hurt anything. After a
heavy north west storm, Mr. Legge
takes his tractor with the front
loader and picks up the kelp which is
spread ove : a half mile on the
Cartyville beach. He's known it to be
piled as hi~h as six feet.

"\tr. Legge tells of the oldest
agriculture society in Newfoun­
dland, which is in Cartyville. It was
through this society that Cartyville
got its vegetable warehouse­
slaughter house in 1939. The
warehouse is 1<:1:)' long by 45' wide,
aOO it's used to store mostly late
variety cabbage. Mr Legge points
out that "you can't store potatoes
where you store cabbage because in
order to keep cabbage you have to
keep your temperature down to just
about freezing, and potatoes have to
be stored at about 400."

Alth\ll.lgh Mr. Legge stores his
potatoes in his own root cellars,
there is a vegetable warehouse in
Robinson's as Nell as a slaughter
house. The warehouse and
slaughter house are the results of
work done by the Western Farmers'
Co-operative Society, which serves
the area from Heatherton to the
Highlands. It was partially through
them and Bill Callahan at election
time a few years ago that this area
got the slaughter house and
warehouse. The Government paid
all the costs, as well as three
workers, up until a year ago. Then
they suggested that the farmers
should pay for two of the workers by
assessing themselves a certain
amount, such as 1,'4Ca pound, for the
extra men . However, Mr. Legge
understands this still does not cover
tbe cost of the two men.

According to Mr. Legge, the
slaughter house is used regularly.
He thinks that the year before last.
140animals were butchered for beef,
and people came from as far away
as White Bay in the faU to buy the
beef. He expects that in the future
there will be even more beef
production because it is getting a
good price now. He says, " Last fall
when we started butchering we got
$1.00a pound for it. and that's pretty
good. It's only been those last few
years that cash has beenthat easy to
come by. My wife and I were
married to 1933 and there were

10

years when we never saw $50.00
altogether at the one time. We used
to do a lot of fanning the old way
with the horse and plow, and then
you had to send your vegetables to
Corner Brook to trade for things that
you needed."

Me. Legge sells throughout the
year. In fact, he only finished seUing
his winter cabbage in late March.
Before the Trans Canada went
through, he used to supply local
merchants. After the high road went
through. he supplied about 16-18
stores in the Stephenville, St. George
and Port au Port area.

He says, IOU you are able tosupply
a good product and are able to
deliver it every week, you can
charge pretty much what you want
Four or five years ago. used to go to
Comer Brook on Tuesday morning,
and Wednesday I'd see about getting
my orders ready for Stephenville. As
Stephenville began to grow, they
wanted their vegetables earlier, on
Tuesday, so. cut out going to Comer

Port au Port

The most recurring phrase heard
on the Port au Port Peninsula about
agriculture is "There are no full­
time fanners here." They have a
vocal development association,
whose field man, GWI JOY, has a
personal Interest in farming and
believes there is future agricultural
potential in the area, but as of now
there are only a handful taking it
seriously.

There are many problems to
overcome. One is land ...very few
people have more than 100 acres
because mO!t of the land belongs to
Reid. ..(see map). Apparently, the
Reid land is leased to Bowaters, and
ahhough it has been said that people

Brook. Any surplus I had Canada
Packers and Sharpes farm in Comer
Brook would take." But Me. Legge
says it's just too time consuming to
be on the road all the time.

Mr. Legge feels money was
always a problem in the past, but the
present Government is coming up
with a little bonus now for anybody
who is qualified to do some farming.
" Prior to this Government's
regulations, it was possible to
borrow about $3,000from the Farm
Loans Board. What could you do
with that amount of money - buy a
tractor without any wheels?
Anybodywho hasthe guts to go into
farming, it would pay him to borrow
money which he could pay back in a
short time, especially now when the
crop prices are so high."

On the other hand, he does not feel
there will be toomany new farmers
because there just aren't that many
YOWlg men with the interest. And
then there is the land problem.
Bowaters hasrights for much of it in
his area.

can buy this land, those who 'have
tried have been told it will cost them
$300.00an acre. Recently, the local
Woman 's Institute took a public
stand on land ownership because
much of the land that is tied up with
Bowaters or Reid has little or no
timber value. TheWomen's Institute
feels this land should be freed for
other uses.

GWIsays "I understand the Reid
grant takes in the complete
ownership of the land, including the
minerals and soil, whereas the
original Bowaters grants were just
for the wood. All along the Fox
Island River road every ti.t of wood
has been cut over for years, and
mostly what's left is an alder bed
which would make good agriculture

(Conti"wd on nexr ptIge)



Port au Port
(Conn"nwd from prt~jous page)

land. It "appears that it's owned by
Reid and they have sold it to
Bowaters. We have hundreds of
acres like this that have been
cleared, but are lying idle. If we just
used what's beencleared, we'd have
a nice bit of production.

"If they had to pay a tax on land
they are not using, even Bowaters
wouldn't hold on to it too long, if they
couldn't foresee some goodvalue for
it."
-"There are also several telegraph

lots which were designated as
telephone pole resource units for the
Nfld. Telephone Company.
According to Mike Bosold, Company
of Young Canadians worker
stationed on the Port au Port, there
are about 500 acres designated for
poles. There might be 7 per cent
Umber on that land, and maybe only
1 per cent of that is good for
telegraph poles.

Uke many other people, Guy Joy
feels a Crown lands representative
should be stationed on the west
coast. "Some people and their
families have been living on a piece
of land for 100 years," says Gus.
"but they have no title. Even to get a
mortgage on their houses the bank
won't look at them."

Gus says the Development
Association applied for five acres for
a vegetable storage building­
slaughter house which was to be
built through UP. They waited a
long time, but heard nothing~ Gus
says "We had to have a place to put
our storage building in order to get
approval of the grant, SO Peter
Fenwick went in to the crown lands
office. There was a big stack of
applications and he found ours down
in the bottom. He took it out and
gave it to the man, but he couldn't do
anything with it. We brought it to the
Minister and received pennission
from him by letter to go on the land,
but we have no legal title yet."

Other agricultural Jroblerns in­
clude lack of good soil and water.
The few fertile areas are owned by
Reid However, most all of the soil is
good enough for root crops. At the
last meeting of people interested in
agriculture, it appeared that ten
people would plant about 50acres of
vegetables on the Port au Port
Peninsula this year.

In the past, the people had to put
their vegetables ri~ on the market

II

because there \l..as no storage, and
because the Robinson's and Cor­
mack areas could guarantee better
year long production. However, this
problem may well be on the way to
being solved with the storage shed
which should be finished by the
middle of the summer. It had been
suggested that the Port au Port
growers could eventually undersell
the farmers from elsewhere because
Port au Port growers bad no tran-­
sportation costs, but the general
feeling is that people would like to
hold the prices where they are.

Another major problem is the lack
of interest on the part of the people

Community Pastures
Not too long ago those interested

in agriculture on the Port au Port
Peninsula held a meeting to discuss
new community pasture
regulations. According to the new
regulations, the cost of putting
animals in a pasture has increased
by almost 300 percent in one year.
Whereas last year it would cost $5.00
per grazing season for a cow by
herself, or with a calf, this year it
will cost tOea day for a cow (a calf is
allowed to run with the cow if she is
under nine months of age). That
means if you put a cow in the first of
June and take her out the last of
October, it will be $15.00 per cow,
which is $375.00 a year for 2S cows.
This year it's going tobe 2c a day for
ewes and rams, whereas last year it
was $1.30per ewe or ram per season,
and lambs were .ISc per season.

The reason for the jwnp is the
obvious one . the cost of fertilizer,
maintenance, fencing, etc., has
increased drastically, and the
Government has been operating the
pastures at a severe loss for several
years and cannot afford to continue
at even a greater loss this year.

It was suggested at the meeting
that the Association assume some
responsibility for the community
pastures, The Pasture Committee
could consider taking over the ad-­
ministration of the pasture in the
spring, assess the number of people
who would be willing to put livestock
011 it, divide the cost 01. operating the
pasture amongst themselves, and
see if it would be cheaper to run the
pasture on that basis. They
recognized, however, that the ad-­
vantage of having it run by the
Govenunent is that they have the
machinery to put on the fertili2.er.

themselves. Local residents used to
have gardens, but they gave them
up. as well as their fishery. to work
on the American Base in Stephen­
ville. The area went from having an
independent economy to a wage
economy to finally a welfare
economy when the Base died. "The
skills were gone," Gus says. "and
"the tools were pretty well gone and
there didn't seem to beany incentive
to get back into either fishery or the
fanning. Most of the people tried to
do something before they went on
welfare, but they got discouraged."

When the American Base phased
out, the Port au Port Development
Association really came to llfe.
Interested peJple were looking for a
means of \ringing in industry and
finding some ways of filling the big
gap from wages to no wages.
Usually two or three people kept the
Association alive, and helped take
advantage of whatever programs
were on the go at the time. Gus says
they have had over half a million
dollars over the last three years, and
not much to show for it. He and
others feel it would have been (af
better tohave put all this money into
an overall development plan.

Ptight now, they are trying to tie
their craft projects in with a
proposed five-year plan in
agriculture. Through Manpower,
they have a craft training program
which will graduate 20 craft in­
structors in April. "We hope to work
some of these instructors into a UP
program to set up craft workshops in
three areas on the Peninsula," says
Gus, "which would be both
production and training workshops.
Then we hope to get tanning and
wool processing going out here in
conjunction with our slaughter
house."

Most of the fanners agree that
agricultural education is badly
needed in the area. The courses that
are given in Corner Brook are above
the level of many people. What they
want to do this year is get a local
practical farmer to come to the area
before the men go into heavy
production. As for this year, about
100 people are interested in some
sort of production, and an order for
200 pigs has gone into the Depart­
ment of Agriculture. However, they
are doubtful of receiving that many,
since the Newfoundland health
regulations make it almost im­
possible to import pigs and the
Department isn't ready to put its
pigs on the marl<et yet.
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Cormack
Cormack Is a restricted fanning

area. You can't sub-divide your lot,
except If you retire and want an acre
for a house and want to sell the rest.
But a lot of these farms are not being
used. There is considerable pressure
for people to sell or lease their land
to the serious fanner, but it's just
not happening.

Cormack has better land than the
Pasadena area . It is primarily used
for vegetables, but people are
beginning to get into beef cattle .
There is a community pasture, and
according to Bud Green, the
agricultural reseresentattve in Deer
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from Midlands to Pins Brook. but
ove r the years he sold much of it. His
son-in-law, Mr. Atkinson. who owns
Green Acre term, bought some, the
forestry building is built on some ,
Harvey 's Travel Agi!ncy bought a
whole strip for investment. and
some of the homes in Midlands are
built on more of his land

Atkinson has been farming a long
time, but recently he changed from
milkin g cows to br eeding heifers
because the) ' require less work and
because it' s been man y year s since
hehad a night elf. HI"also has 17,000
hens and grows all the hay he needs .

Scot Goodyear, a form er ele c­
trician and union head in Comer
Brook , is raising replacement
poulets. He started off with 100day­
old chicks and now has up to 5000.
" The cost is pretty close to $10.00 per
bird," he says , " although I didn't
spend that much because I had ways

Lake, it' s about the best in
Newfoundland. Over 300 beef cattle
were on it last year. The peopleare
slaughtering the cattle themselves,
but eventuallythey hope to take it to
Corner Brook's abattoir because it Is
only about 30 miles away. Unlike
much of Newfoundland's beef, the
animals in the Connack area are
beef bulls rather than cows that
have been removed from dairy
herds. Consequently, their beef is of
superior quality.

The first broilers produced on the
west coast came from Walt
Knowle's farm in Howley . They
were some of the best birds
produced in the Provinc e and Walt
Knowle had no previous experience
in b-otlersor farming . Right now his
10,000bird unit is only a part-time

of saving money. If you go into this
business, and have 10,000 birds, it's
pretty close to a $100,000investment.
The cages were $3.10five years ago,
now you can't buy them for less than
$3.80. I have about $50,000borrowed
money , and my own money, into this
right now.

" The day of the little flock around
the door has gone . When you get
massesof people like in St. John's,
you have to have concentrated
flocks. For Instance, Greg Power
has 65,000 hens in St. John's and
supplies close to one hall of the eggs
required for the city. So, when you
come to look at all the population of
the Avalon Peninsula you can very
well calculate how many hens are
required, providing you provide an
egg a day per person."

It 's a risky business too. Two
years ago on New Year's Day snow
built up 00 Scot's roof. As a result,
the rool and three sides caved in. He
had no Insurance, but that didn't
stop him . He built another barn and
his operation is now going strong
again . It can be an expensive, risky
business.

operat ion. He works for CNT, but he
hopes to double the nwn ber of birds
and become a full-time producer.
Walt had some financial trouble
because his unit ended up costing
him about twice what he expected,
but if all goes as well as it is now, he
should get the money back. There is
a great demand for broilers and with
the abaUoir, it is hoped that more
people will go into the business .

There hasn't been too much in­
terest in hogs, but Jack Taylor in
Cormack is thinking about it and
again the abattoir may help that
situation out. The main problem is
that all animal production must be
done close to the abattoir because of
transportation costs, but It's just not
possible with all the land restric­
tions.

Potato farming
When you thlllk of potatoes, you bank.

thin~ of Sandy Rideout . Although Sandy has dose to toO acres, of
orlgmally from FOJ1rap in Con- which 120 are under cultivation. He
ceptfon Bay he came to Cormack in buys all his fertilizer , which worrtes
1946when the land was first opened him this year, because it has gone
for agriculture. He went right into from $102 to $120 a too. He figures
root. crops , but there was no.money that this year it is going to cost him
available to make a go of It .. . to $tOO an acre to Iring one crop of
expan d, so he got a job -outside- for potatoes to har vest . " You just can' t
ten years and went back to fanning afford to fai l." he says. "We' ll be
in 1960when it "as pc 'hle to get pult ing in 40-45 ac res of potatoes,
loans frem the ( rnnenr nd the that 's $16-18.000 in just potatoes

alone, and seedsare going to cost
$12-15a sack. Thank goodness I grow
'1S per cent of my seeds. "

Last year Sandy lost about 40 per
cent of his crop because of frost and
he had no crop insurance. Not that
he thinks it will help any, because
with a total loss It only returns 50 per
cent of the cost. " If you're going to
go out like that . it's just as well to go
oit with a bang and be finished. We
asked the Minister about it when he
was out here for a meeting, and he

(Con tirnwd on nUl pqr)



SANDY RIDEOUT AND HIS SON IN rae POT ATO SHED

(C("f.linu~d fr om pm;ows~) when Newtcundlend is growing only
said the crop insurance would be fair from 20-30per cent of its vegetables.
market value . Well, when the Act However, Sandy has excellent
came out, the fair ma rket value storage facilities on his land and,
given was 2 cents a pound for 80 per therefore, can afford to guarantee
cent of an ave rage yield, and vegetables on a year-round basis .
everyone knows you can't grow " Right now we can turn down
potatoes for less than 4 cents, so it's wholesalers when the prices aren't
lOt worth the paper it's written on." right ," says Sandy , "and we can

He grows mostly green mountain, sto re our vegetables until the price
ar ran victory, long blue, a nd is right." He figures the price of
Newfoundland 's favo r ite , pur ple potatoes will go up about 20per cent
chief. He also grows pink pearls for this year because of the increase in
the Federal Government, but he production costs. " We run into a big
really doesn't think they are fit for operational cost just growing this
human consumption. Pink pearl was much and we're as small as we can
developed to grow in can kerous go. We average about 2,500sacks of
ground, 'vand it's alright if someone potatoes, and about 1,500 sacks of
likes a wet potato", Sandy says . turnips . We don't do any washing or
Blues used to be the big favorites, cleaning of the vegetables because
end still are with the older people, it's an expensive piece of equipment.
OOt they are not good for chips, and although we do have about $50,000
so the whites have recently in- worth of equipment now. We delier
creased in popularity. potatoes twice a week with our 3 ton

Sandy , who is in partnership with truck which carries 350 sacks."
his son, markets his vegetab les in He has 27beef cattle as a side line,
Corner Brook and the Baie Verte having doubled his number in the
Peninsula. He doesn't understand last few years because the price was
how marketing could be a problem so good..

Garden br the side of the road
Harvey Compton, of St. Lunaire , the machines dug up the rocks along

says land in the most northerly of the roadside and exposed good soil.
Northern Peninsula communities Now, rather than having gardens on
was originally cleared, very the islands , everyone could grow his
superficially, by Ji.ck and shovel. vegetables by the side of the road .
'There was no equipment to get the Soon almost every inch of a com­
big rocks out and the land is rocky munities ' roadside was covered with
and barren with only very thin top gardens, some as small as 10'
soil. Mo~ families set gardens on square.
offshore islands . ,; (COfItinwd on lU X' pdfr)

When the highway came through,

Dairy

farming
Eri c RwnboJdt of Reidville near

Deer Lake is in the sam e situat ion as
many dairy fanners, in trouble . And
in some ways he is worse off because
he has only recentl y gone into dairy
fanning.

It 's a new famil y fann wtth 200
acr es of land , ,f which 110is cleared.

They have been clearing about 60
acres a year. There are now 60
animals, of which 4tIare milking , but
Eric hopes. to stabilize it at 55
eventually . The land was cleared
through Government assistance ,
although they have a second hand
sawmill , planer , a truck and a
skidder . The fann has also received
capital assistance, but was turned
down by the Farm Loan Board Cor
future funding because they thought
the Rwnboldt's were enough in debt
already.

In time, Eri c thinks he might be
able to acquire another 200 acres ,
but Boweter's has the timber rights
to the land all around him and future
expansion will naturally depend on
Bowater's.

Eric has a free stall barn with a
milk par lour. The advantage of it is
that one man can handle more cows
in less time , but its disadvantage is
in finding a way to dispose of
manure. This coming year the
Humboldt's are planning to add 140'
x 50' to the barn for a feeding area
and hay sto rage. If the price of milk
improves substantially, they will
also add a 36' x 90' wing on the other
side . And eventually they would like
to have a small herd of beef cattle.

Eric says the farm business is
hard because you always have to
think so far ahead . Right now he is
raising his own dairy replacements
because in two years it will cost him
$1,000 a head to do it outside . Fer­
tilizer has increased from~ a
ton and seed , tractor parts, fuel oil,
electricity have all gone up, even
before you are into milk production .
In two years he hopes to produce all
his hay, but this year 115tons have
thus far been trought in from New
Brunswick at $35a ton with an extra
$25-26 a ton in freild'lt charges.



DECKS

AWASH 14
ccoung, nowever , BOOJ think it Will
be Lethtridge, central Newfoun­
dla.'1d and the west coast who will
have to get together to direct the
flow inOOSt. John 's to make sure we
get enough for the product, and
secondly. to make sure that we're
moving it on an understandable
basi s in regards to the price
structure" .

In regards to fertilizer, m~tolthe
producers in the past have been
ordering through the Central Farm
Producers Co-operative Society, in
Bishop's Falls but this year someof
the producers have grown big
enough to order on their own by the
carload. This gives them a discount
and by saving a few dollars and not
going through the co-op society, the
farmers can sell their product a
little cheaper and still make a
decent profit.

Asmall change, one for the better,
but one among many that hurts the
little farmer. He can't compete.

sportation problem occurs, your
profit couldbewiped out onthe road.

It' s hopedthat if the Comer Brook
abattoir proves successtuj, the next
area to be looked at will be central
Newfoundland. They are not
thinking of a $2 - 3 million abattoir.
but a small slaughter house capable
of handling hog slaughtering.

Amarket book-upsystem between
cent ral Newfoundland and east
coast farmers wasset up last year to
control competition. But it didn't
really work out. According to Mr.
Wood,the east coast farmers didn't
want anything to come from
anywhere else until their goods were
sold. " There rea lly w~t enough
production", says Mr. Wood. "to
establish something that could be
called a business operation and no
one could agree on the type of
organization that was going to make
it possible for Interchange of
products. in the ~~et. This is

THE FARMERS FROM SPR INGDAlE

LEAP and the Springdale farm project

Central Nlld.
fentral Newfoundland is root crop

oriented. Fanning is done in Rat ·
tling Brook, J ackson 's Cove, King's
Point, Robert 's Arm, Springda le,
Point Leamington, Pleasantview,
Comfort Cove, and Botwood, with
poultry in Bishop's Falls and Wind­
sor , to name just a few.

There is litUe interest in dairy
because oC the limitations of
available land, but the demand is
therewith Notre Dame Bay Dairy in
Lewisporte and Central Dairi es in
Bishop's Falls. Notre Dame Dairy
wants milk so much that they are
thinking of getting a farm them­
selves, but they are having difficult y
in finding sufficient land to run a
herd .

Rupert Wood, the agr icultural
field man in Grand Falls, sa ys
people in the area would like to get

~~==i..s~;~~it~:--;;;.-------:a------."...""':.,...."...
ho~ were eventually transported to
Comer Brooh, bit broiler s are
doubtful because the marginal profi t
per bird is so slight. If a tran-

The Garden
,C(J/fl tin~~ fro m P" " OCl' P"I!tJ

Now most oCthe land is taken up,
but the land is not owned by the
people . Fortunately. the Depart- .­
ment of Highways gives you 8
chance . If they intend to take som e
fill from where you have a garden,
they won't take it that year , but
t hey'll say "Next year , boys , we're
going to take some fill from there
and we'd rather you did not set it " .
Harvey says , " It 's not often that
somecnesteals from these garde ns.' Through lEAP, the Springdale Vocational School is training ap­
except eccastceally the Department proximately 13existing and would-be farmers over a three-year period. The
ofHighways men. They ma y tak e up program is held in Springdale because of the Green Bay Development
a head oCcabbage or something to Association , who wanted to develop all the resources in the area, and tha t
cook,but that's DOl really thiever y" . included Carming.

Harvey works as a jan itor in the The Department of Agriculture is involved in the program in that they
schooland he keeps three cows. The provide lecturers on special subjects and because they are helping the
year beCore last he grew t2 bags of Development Association to obtain a bloct of land that can be developed Cor
potatoes. illethe other people in his agri culture. This BOO acres will be available for new fannen and will be
community, he grows by the side of cleared this summer. It's not great Iane1,but it's good land.
the road because he has no land. Altho ugh the program ba5 been going Courmonths, it was only recently
Harvey says only one Of' two people tbatan instructor, Gordon Mock.,was found Mr. Mock saya, "Cor three days
own the land in man y communities I am doing theory andthen the Courthday I try and relate this to dollan and
because the first families set tled cents . For lnstance, we went through this whole business of genetics, and
there and were "t eo contrary" to worked out problems dealing with back fat in hogs and how by selective
live alongside of each other and a breeding you can make an extra $1,000a year.
fellow in this cove and another " Right now weare involved ina little record keeping, and I throw in a little
fellow in the nest cove took all the management technique as I go along."
land. That's why all the good land in The idea of the program is that a fellow can keep his family fed and
eve ry small cove belongs to one gasoline in his car, and yet put all his physical resour ces into his Cann. The
surname only. men are also trying to get capital assistance.and land clearing gra nts.



Although Woodale is not on the
map, It is probably one of the most
important places in Newfoundland,
in terms of agriculture. It's about 10
miles from Grand Falls , off a woods
road, and like Cormack, is carved
out of a forest.

It all began in the late 1iO's when
Rupert Wood- after whom the town
is named - was stationed 8S the
agricultural representative in the
area . He was looking for a large
block of land for potential farmers
and heard there was somenear the
Peter's River . He fcund it to be good
land, although it does have forest
problems, and wrote Joey telling
him of his plans. Despite the fact
tha t the land was on the timbe r lease
rights of Pr ice, there were not
enough tr ees on it be a problem. The
land was approved with a minimum
of fuss. and probably a ma:limurn
amount of good interference .

There are 1200acres in the area
and eight farms. The fanns are laid
out in 100acre blocks, although some
people have bought land from
.others. There are also three new
areas , with a little poorer sou. which
have been approved and 'lll'ill be
started this year, but there is such a
demand for land that all agricultural
repr esenta ti ves , foresters , and
hunters have been asked to keep an
eye out for other possibilities. There
is a farm access road maintained by
the Department of Highways and
everyone has water and electricity.
Six farmers live there and all but
one of the eight are lull-time. Most of
the farmers are into root crops,
although ther e is a dairy operatio n
and some sheep.

The land was cleared thr ough
ARDA and many have cap ital

assistance. The farmers have been
used to growing and selling their
vegetables immediately, and find it
hard now to store them, even though
some of them have storage bins. But
this situation has been helped by
Eugene Cooper who has acted as a
broker for the Woodale­
Pleasantville area for the last two
years.

wecdale-Pteasantvtew and
Eugene have an operation that
works like this : Newfoundland
Farm Products in Bishop's Falls
receives the vegetables from the
farmers. The vegetables are graded
and the farmers receive a grading
sli p. Eugene then takes the
vegetables from the plant and
distributes them. For 20 per cent of
the price received for the products,
he can guarantee that the vegetables
will be sold and he eliminates the
competition which is so detrimental
to small farmers. Eugene explains
the operation: "I collect the money
in my name for selling the product
each week and I average the price.
For instance, if cabbage is 10 cents
to 12 cents to a retailer, I would
average that (rice for each week,
and at the end of the month I break it
down imo four different statements.
Then I ' write a cheque to the
Association for the total at the end of
each month, and I deduct my per­
centage from this total .

" If Tom Jones carried in 500bags
of cabbage, it would be graded in his
name and be passed to the girl at the
office, who would pass it to the
President or Secretary of the
Association. The President receives
the money for the produce for me,
dist ributes it and pays Farm
Prod ucts so much a pound for
packaging i:. I'm responsible for

trucking , selli ng, collecting th e
money , and then paying the
Association. In tum. the Association
pays the farm ers individually . This
is all work that the farmers would
have to do themselves.

" Before Woodale there were
perhaps five farmers who went to
the market twice a week and ser­
viced certain stores. They didn't sell
to another man 's store , unless there
was a shortage. When Woodale
opened up you had another five
farmers, so you never had enough
stores for everybody .

"The Newfoundland Government
and Farm Products played a big
part in this . We had a C(H)psociety
for ten or twelve years for feed and
fertilizer . After a few years the
Government came in and built a
building which cost around $200,000.
Then they thought that the co-op
society could bring in a manager
through the Newfoundland Co­
operative Society and manage eggs
andvegetables through this plant. It
all came under Central Farm
Producers Society , but it didn't work
out and they lost quite a lot of
money. 1be egg men pulled out, and
Farm Products tried to help the
society, but there was so much
money owed that a new system was
devised. The society asked U I'd do
the selling and Farm Products
would do the packaging . In the fall of
1973 we got together and had a
meeting . A new Board of Directors
was elected and the Govenunent
helped out financially. It is now on a
paying basis with feed and fertilizer .
We're not having anything to do with
the building, that 's Farm Products.
The building is in Bishop's Falls .
Any farmer in the area, as far as
Rattling Brook, can use these
facilities for feed and fertilizer .

" Besides selling it in this area, I
shipped a fair amount of it into St.
John's last year . The only problem I
have is the short time that I need
staff and trucks. We have lots of
cabbage and potatoes in August.
September and October, but in
November and December we start
running short.

" We start off in July with turnip
greens : I have trucks on the road
and they are just going with one
item. Now the cabbage comes in,
and we start moving cabbage, and
I've got two items, then it's the
turnips and potatoes. In September
a nd October and sometimes
November, these are good profitable

(Con tinued Of'l nt~t Pil#)



Wooddale
(Continued (rom prryioosP~J

months, I still got to sell it , but the
big problem is getting a good sales
staff, and keeping vehicles tied up
for two or three months. It's very
difficult to keep this going on a year­
round basis because, for instance,
with potatoes there is not much good
land in this COWlUy that you could
produce potatoes profitably or
economically. We can't get the
production. Last year you were
getting a high price for potatoes, but
normally you would get a norma l
price for potatoes coming from
P.E.I. and we try to compete . We
just don't have the type of land that
you can put equipment on to harvest

pick up men who want to learn." potatoes like in P.E.!."
Arthur plans to continue in dairy, Rupert Wood, the agricultural
with beef on the side. He has a few representative for cen t ral
geese, but they are just for his own Newfoundland has a hard Ume
use. understanding why the west coast

Arthur doesn't think the problem doesn't market their product
of the dairy Industry is getting the through Mr. Cooper, instead of of­
price up, as much as It is getting the fenng it cheaper to the wholesaler 's
costs down. One way is to get the outlet. When Mr. Cooper was gett ing
cheapest Iorm of feed into the cows, 12 cents for cabbage in centra l
and todo this Arthur thinks you need Newfoundland, the west coast was
research people to find out exactly offering Green Lantern cabbage at 7
what can be grown in a wet, short cents. "The main reason why we

=~'~~~~~~:~01~ \ ~~~~, ~;~r~~~h'~w:a~~t~~
per cent emphasis on that because small fellows were getting hurt
hay and grain were cheap. But it's because they had to dump a lot of
coming to the point now where the their product, and the larger far­
prices of all these things are con- mers had their own mar kets tied
tinuing to climb. So you have to try up."
to produce the best quality of your The Woodale far mers are happy
own that you can. Another thing is with Eugene and feel they are
you have to improve your breeding saving money even at 20per cent off
to get a heifer to produce more than their selling price because they don't
she will, and then her heifer beyond have to spend time marketing. One
thaL" Woodale fanner said "There is DO

Arthur has holsteins and would not farmer that can supply a wholesaler
change becausethey are docile, big, 00 a continuous basis day by day,
easy to handle and they give more through a growing season, because
milk than any other breed. Ahhough the production doesn't come in a big
some people complain about the enough volume to do this. But a
problems they have in giving birth, whole group can. And with all the
he has not had any trouble yet. work involved in farming, there just

He's concerned about the isn't time to worry about mark eting,
Province's attitude towards and besides,some of us just aren' t
agriculture. People keep saying salesmen. We get top dollar for our
there is nofuture In it because of the product by working through Mr.
~~ ;:tpl:O~'~jf~~,g~ COO=pe='o_" _

says, "it's going to be very hard to my need. Right now I am in dispute
get funds allocated from Govern- with .. the Government over an
ment for agriculture." appUcation I put out on •land They

He's also concerned about the way refused me, saying I shouldn't have
in which the Government allocates what I have. I should only have 50
land. He has 300 acres because he acres in the first place, but you try
bought out other fanners. "Being in and put 100head of cows on 50acres
the dairy business they understood of land"

ARTHUR GILL'S ' BARN AND HOUSE

Arthur Gill - Dairy farmer
Arthur moved to Woodale in 1969,

but he had beendearing the land for
a couple of years before that. He's
looking for another 300acres, but
Price has the timber rights for most
of the land in the area. For a proper
dairy fann-loo milking cows and
100 young stock-he feels you need
500 acres.

He has about 150acres cleared, 110
of which are down to pasture. He
cleared most of the land himself
with his owntractors. The first few
years he hired machinery, but he
found that difficult because the only
time you could clear was in the
summer time and that was when
everyone was using their tractors.
He finally bought his own tractors
with the help of land clearing
assistance and now that he receives
$200 an acre, what is left over goes
into seed, fertilizer, and preparing
the land for cultivation.

Although it is not rtch soil, he's
building it up with manure and
fertilizer and plowing it into the
ground rather than just letting it lie
on the top. He's looking into silage
and Wlderstands that the Hanunond
Farms have been successfully
growing corn and that some people
are beginning to put up silos. "We'D
probably have 150-200acres of hay",
Arthur says, "and since you have to
get it in a short period of time,
you're going to have to put some in
as dry hay and some in as silage."

Thus far, Arthur hasn't had any
trou~e getting help. His family
works on the farm, which is highly
mechanized. He does say, however,
"one thing in Newfoundland, you
can't get good trained farm help.
TIle only program available Is
Canada Manpower On-The-Job
Training, but it's still not easy to

DECKS
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EUGENE COOPER
the wholesa lers across the Island
and let t he wholesalers do the
business. "

Eu gene feels strongly that far­
ming is a business, and if people
wish to become farmers they should
lear n something about farming by
takin g agri cuI!ura l courses in such
ar ea s as management and
marketi ng . "Non-professional
far me rs hW1 the professional Iar­
mers because tile)' clear land, put
turnips in, and maybe grow 1000
sa cks . 11ley se:J these turnips below
the farmer s prices, and make it
rough on the business type fanner. I
think the Government should have
come out to the farmers all over
Newfoundland a long time ago, seen
the proble ms , drawn up a policy and
told the farmers what they should
do. Instead, they ask the fanners
what they want, and they all want
something different to suit their own
needs . The Government has never
had a well organized program for
the fanners. I don't mean that the
Government should take the people
by the hand , but they have to get the
farmer to the productio n stage,
because without production there is
no future in Iarrmn ."

sandy , loamy soil near the COMe
River might be conducive for
strawberries, and blueberries are
also a possibilit y. There is a large
amount of bog land about four miles
from St. Alban 's, which could be
reclaimed to produce good hay
crops . Even a road is there, built by
the hydro company, but it has been
washed out and has not been
repaired . Th e Bay D'Espoir
Dev el opm ent Association has
contacted many Government
departm ent s about getting it
repaired at a cost of $2,000,but with
no success .

The Association hasn't pushed
agriculture because they have been
involved in boat-building and woods
operations , but if they can get the
area's people actively involved, it is
one of the things they will be looking
into.

Bay d'Espolr

Agriculture has not been im­
portant to the Bay D'Espoir area,
except for the family plots which
have disappeared over the last two
years. However , thesesmall garden
plots are making a come-back.

Almost every family usedto hav e,
as well , a dozen sheep , a doun hens,
anda couple of cows, but now hardl y
anyone keeps animals. They , too,
went out with the family garden.

No work has beendone to find out
the value of the soU. There is
probably enough land to produce
root crops in some quantity. The

17
wholesalers take a ton of cabbag e

.. ar ound the bay. "Brokers would still
be necessary to make the contacts
because the wholesaler can not
contact every individual.

He also thinks there should be
packa ging plants which would phone
thebroker and say there is 20tons of
cabbage in 51. John's and 30 tons in
Robinson's, and the broker could
gro up it together and th e
wholesalers wouldn't have to bring
in anythi ng from the mainland.

E ugene bases his pricing by fin­
ding out what's going on in the east
and west coast . as well 8.!1 the
ma inl and, and then making a stab at
it. but he also works very closel y
with the wholesalers. 1be vegetable
mar ket hook-up system that was
intr oduced last year wassupposedto
help in pricing, but aCCtlrding to
Eugene. you wouldcall onearea and
one fanner would give his price, but
a next door neighbour might be
selling the same vegeta ble for 4
cents more or less.

Transportation as it exists now is
another problem. No individual
farmer can send vegetables to St.
John's where the demand is. Eugene
solved this problem himself by
gett ing a deal going with a -tru cking
far m. " I split my conunission with a
wholesaler in St. John's", he says .
" I told them if they would pay half
the freight, I would pay the other
half . I took this out of my 20per cent
conunission from local farmers
because my trucks didn't have to
move it. Another way to do it would
be for a group of farmers to get
together and have a broker contact~~~~~!!!!!IL.. _

Polnl - - ­
Lea.lngton
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Eu gene Cooper sta rt ed fanning
seventeen years ago with about 1,000
chickens. He than expa nded into
root cro ps for twelve years, but
rece ntly gave them up to go into hog
production. Now he an d another
man who has been in root cro ps for
twenty years have formed a com-­
pany ca lled Graden Farms Limited.

Eugene has SO sows and puts about
120,000pounds of pork onthe market
a year . He has a slaughter house and
does all his own slaughtering. Some
of his pigs are shipped to St. John's,
but he does the marketing for a ll of
his young pigs. He still has layer
hens, abou t 3,000 of them, and does
the egg packaging, grading an d
selling.

Eugene has been a successful
fanner because he is a shr ewd
businessman who has many ideas on
marketing , storage, pri cin g,
transportation, etc.

Alth ou gh people say that
New foundla nd is not pr odu cin g
enough vegetables , Euge ne sa ys
there are farmers who a re
producin g more tha n they can sell
because the y lack sto rage facilitie s
and a proper marketing syst em. He
feels farm er s should be org aniz ed
into groups which can gua rantee
continual pr oducti on to a
wholesaler. "No individual sma ll
farm er can contact a wholesale r in
St. John's a nd say he has so many
ton of cabbage or t urn ip that he can
send every week," sa ys E ugene.
"The wholesa le rs a ll over the
Province take a lot of criti cism for
going to the mainland for their
vegetables, but it is abso lute ly
necessary in orde r to get a steady
supply . But if the farmers were
organized into areas, this wouldn't
be a problem."

Eugene feels tha t the Newfoun­
dland Government doesn' t want to
becom e involved with marketing
because the y don't want to be in
competition with the wholesale rs.
Ho wever, he fee ls that th e
wholesal ers shoul d be distributing
all vegetables because now the in­
dividual is in competition with
wholesa lers . "We've been going into
th e s upe rma rkets tha t the
wholesal ers serve for months and
sa ying 'forget the wholesaler and
tak e the loca l vegeta bles' . Then
when the local farmer has too man y
vegeta bles, hesays he hasbookedup
all the sto res and would the
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Pigs
"and bulls
Colin and Carl Bull of Eastport,

once in the egg business. are now
involved in a pig breeding project
that could have seriouseffects onthe
Province's swine production.

They have75 brood sowsand four
pure br ...ad boars, two new barns
underconstruction.and plansto be a
multiplier breeder with about 200to
220 sows producing .50 litters per
year.

"Conservatively", Mr. Bull says,
"we can produce between 3,500and
4,000 young pigs each year. Wetry to
spread the birth production evenly
throughout the month. To do this.
each sowhas an ear tag and they are
bred under strict control".

The control is provided by a large
wheel with fixed indicators so a pin
bearing the sows number passes
under the indicators. She is bred,
farrowed. weaned and is ready for
breeding again, aU under daily
supervision.

Pigs come into heat every 21 days,
and "if a sow misses three heats she
goes to UK abattoir as we are not In
the sow boarding business" I he
explains. The gestation period is 114
days, and according to Mr. Bull they
have rarely gone more than two
days, early or late.

Right now the Bulls are selling
weenltngs,about five to eight weeks
old. to a grower who brings them to
market size. But the Bulls select
certain sows to replace old breeders.
Sows that don't pass final selection
for breeders, and old sows, are
shipped off to the abattoir also.

Mr.Bull's pork, whether he brings
it to the market, or the raiser of
weanlings brings It to the market, is
superb. He has figures to show how
successful the central breeding
station program is. He attributes the
good quality to the Govenunent's
breeding program, and the disease
free, high quality stock they are
producing.

On an 1nde%oll00 for an average
pig, all pork marketed from the
grower of weanllngs has been over
100. Forty-one per cent of his stock
bas been over the 1m mart. In a
market where extra price is added
for each point over 100, this means
successful marketing foe Mr. Bull
and for the raiser.

(Conttnwd on nUl ptI#)

WINTER ON THE THOMS' FARM

Potatoes on the Gander
Paul and Jim Thoms acquired 290acres on the Gander River three years

ago. The only way to reach the farm is by driving 20miles on the Bowater's
woods road that leaves the Trans Canada at Glenwood.

Thefarm is in the heart of Bowater's country, although most of the trees
near the farm are either cut down or over-mature birch. Paul, Uberal MHA
for &navista North. got the land in a short period of time "through normal
channels". It was crown land, although Bowmer's has the timber rights. But
times have changed, and Paul has been waiting two years for crown lands to
make a decision on his application for 200more acres.

There are 1000acres in this very fertile valley which Paul believes was
oncea lake bed. because It is alluvial soil, No.2. Only No.1 could possibly be
better. Jim and Paul eventually would like to get the 1000acres. because
that's what's necessary to really go into potato production. And according to
Paul, about SO per cent ol Newfoundland's potatoes are imported, sothere is
no question that more potatoes are needed.

Last year, ci the 70acres cleared, 42were planted, 3Swith potatoes and the
rest in cabbage. Equal amoWlU of &ran victory blue, netted jem white and
kennebec white are grown. as well as a few pink pearls for the Government.
but like other people, the Thoms don't like them because of their bard core
center.

In the future, they hope to increase production of netted Iem because it is a
fairly dry potato. TheThoms package the potatoes themselves and sell to the
Gander, Glenwood, Hare Bay area. They have had heated storage facilities
for two years, but had no potatoes left by January 15.



approximately $4.7S per bag of
turrups, washed and delivered at the
St. John's stores. However, he said
this is still not really high enough
when labour, handling, packing and
transportation costs are considered.
The price is fair enough to ensure a
profit, however .

The storage warehouse, which
stores 12,000 to IS,OOO bags of
potatoes and turn ips, is an overflow
for most farmers in the area, whose
farm storage areas are already
filled.

Mr. Brown says he is in favour of a
vegetable marketing board, because
many small fanners, lacking th e
expertise and practice of established
farmers, car!tot get the prices they
need for their crops. He admits a
quota established on production may
upset some fanners, however, he
thinks a board would be the best
thing for the industry.

Frank Greening and his sons Ivan
and George have 90 acres under
cultivation out of their total 150
acres. They cut wood and saw it in
the winter, some is for sale, but
because of the loss of a barn through
fire las t winter, their sawn wood
came in hand y to build a new barn.

The Gree nlngs are truly diver­
sified. They have 2S head of cattle,
and if all the calves are saved this
spring, they should have 48 next
summer, which they hope to put on
the regional pasture. They grow 50
acres of potatoes. IS of turnips and 9
of cabbage, and have 6,000 laying
chickens, producing eggs for sale
under marketing board prices, all
over the Bonavista Bay area.

The Greenings do not take ad­
va ntage of any Government
schemes. Mr. Greening says he
doesn 't need any as yet. They have
found differen t methods of getting
around some problems associated
with the egg business. Where St.
John's producers sell laid out hens
for lOe per pound, realizing only 2f»c
or JOe per bird, the Greenings sell
them to several interested women in
the area wbo kill, clean, pluck and
sell them to local consumers. The
Greenings get SOc per bird, the
women $1.00 a bird.

Frank

Greening

JQ

the Provincial Government.
Mr. Young's plans are to get into

beef production, so most of his 100
acres are seeded for hay , although
he thinks he will grow some
vegetables this year to sell in the
fall. He is busy in the winter, cutting
and sawing the fairly good timber
that stands on his land. Under the
ARDA III agreement he must clear
his cutting operation with forestry
officials before he can claim the $200
per acre subsidy.

He has 2(1 head of cattle, and 25
sheep, which he hopes to get on the
community pasture this summer, or
" They' ll have to go on the road like
they always did, because I got to
have my hay for next winter," he
explains.

Mr. Young has taken advantage of
the capital assistance program, but,
most of his capital has come from
the Farm Loans Board. He is
disappointed with their decisions on
his applications over the past few
years, however. He explains he
sought $10,000 at first for haying
equipment and a tractor, but they
only approved $3000 for used
equipment. Later they approved
another $2,600for hay machinery. " I
don't see why they couldn 't have
approved my $10,000request to start
with," he said.

Mr. Young is also involved with
hog raising as a sideline until his
beef production gets underway. He
expects to be set up and operating at
capacity in two years - three at the
latest. Ten years of work are going
to start paying oif soon.

TOM BROWN
Tom Brown is an established

vegetable farmer in the Lethbridge
area, and runs the Government­
owned controlled temperature
vegetable warehouse there. He has
60 acres under cultivation, 40 in
potatoes and 20 in turnips. He gets

In the past ten years, supporting
himseU as a carpenter in the
summer, Walter Young of Letb­
bridge has carved out a 100 acre
fann from crown land. He has a
grant for the 100 acres, and has
another 50 acres under lease from

(Cvn tinued from p~,;ous page)

Compared to national and
Provincial averages, Mr. Bull's
operation is producing above
average thr oughout. The Provincial
ave rage for index 100and over, is 78
per cent. Mr. Bull's percentage
reaching 100 or over is 89 per cent.
Index 105or over figures show21per
cent for Newfoundland, 37 per cent
for NovaScotia, a low16per cent for
Canada, and a remarkable 41.5 per
cent for Me. Bull In average days to
market . Me. Bull tops the
Newfoundland average of 189 days
by 11, and the weight average of
163.9poundsfor the Island with two
pounds extra per animal.

Me. Bull explained he will have
about $200,000 in his operation when
it is all added up. His barn now is 128
feet by 34 feet. A new barn for sows
is 156' by 40' and a new grower barn
will be 128' by 40'. The new sow barn
is completed, except for the concrete
floor and equipment. The grower
barn is still under construction.

When the operation is running
smoothly, the Bulls hope to be
turning out pure bred and crossed
stock to producers and growers.

Walter Young

Pigs and bu lls
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The Good Shepherds of Lord's Cove
Martin "Willy" Fitzpatrick is of that hay to fill the needs of the films and information on sheep

lhepheni to a herd of 120sheep. By community. Right now, enough is farming. Other than that. the only
the end of May, his flock may have grown for each man to have 2 tons, means of learning the business is by
increased ten-fold for Willy is the (it takes at least 15 tons to make it correspondence courses, schooling
caretaker for the community through the winter.) During the on Prince Edward Island. This
pasture of the Greater Lamaline winter, the sheep are brought home learning by doing isn't too easy. Our
Area. where they can be better protected good shepherd of Lord's Cove has

There are three such community from the harsh weather and can be learned a hard lesson and lost 68
pastures on the Burin Peninsula: put inside at night. sheep...32 of them were taken by
one between Lord's Cove and The development association has Lynx, the rest are suspected victims
Lamahne, a second between Point set up a "Pasture Committee" of 5 of predators of the two-legged
May and Fortune and a third at people, mostly sheep breeders, in variety. Willy says the other main
Winterland. order to provide help in the early hazzard at the pasture are dogs and

The pasture located between years to people who are planning to if you move them back into the hills,
Lord's Cove and Lamaline serves expand into sheep farming on a you feed them to the Lynx. The only
five communities, all members of large scale. thing holding him back from ex-
the Greater Lamaline Development The development association panding though, is the hay shortage.
Association: Lord's Cove, Taylor's secured funds from the government One man, Tom Kirby of Lord's
Bay, Point au Gaul, Lamaline and and-bought-barvesttng equipment. Cove, is undaunted by such
Point May. TheCommitteeChairman,however, problems. His hay came from the

There are approximately ten _says they are trying to find an .. mainland and he brought in sur-
families involved in sheep farming equitable way. to sell ~he hay, veyors at a cost of $700and had 129
in the area. Around the, end ,of May, perhaps according to the sue of the acres surveyed. He then leased the
they will bring their sheep to Willy flock. land from the government. Right
Fitzpatrick's tender care in the Right now, Mr. Lambe says, the now Tom has 80 sheep, he plans to
community nasture. There, he and men are involved in farming on the have 500 in the next two to three
his assistants willdip and drench the side. Most of them are fishermen, or years. In addition, he has just
sheep to taae care of worms, ticks commute daily to St. Lawrence to received a pre-fabricated barn
and other pests, they are then work in the mine, or to Fortune to which he ordered from Ontario ...no
tagged with metal identification work in the fish plant. It takes a small investment for a part time
clips applied to their ears., and while to build up a flock and the business.
turned out to pasture for the sum- facilities needed to the point where it With a live market at St. Pierre
mer. can be a sole livelihood. taking every available sheep and

WilliE says last year they had The government is very helpful, more. low transportation costs, a
about 630 sheep to tend on the 100 says Mr. Lamb. Helpful in purchase price of $22 and a sale
acres of the pasture which is divided providing technical advice, financial price of $30to $40,little wonder our
into sections; grazing, developed assistance and just last year Good Shepherds of Lord's Cove are
land and land for growing hay. developed 75 more acres of land. so optimistic ...not to mention the

Unfortunately, there isn't enough This land is to be seeded this year. gorgeous sweaters you see walking
The Extension· Service of around in the area, which came

Memorial University is providing from their own flocks.

What Is a savory farm?
John Carter has been a savory

farmer just outside of St. John's for
24years. Whydid he choose savory?
Because it keeps well, packages
easily, and when he was young he
could deliver it on bicycle.. Nor does
he have to compete with foreign
markets. Instead, he sends it
throughout the Province, as well as
to Nova Scotle, Toronto and Ottawa.

A firm believer in a lot of fer­
Wizer, especially organic bone and
fish meal, he's finding it expensive
now Fertilizing his 12 acres can run
into several thousand dollars, but
thus far the farm has never lost
money over a 12-month period. It
should be added that John had a

(Cootinued on next page)
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The soil in Newfoundland is poor
and it's the job of the organic gar­
dener to build up his soils. With the
exception of cities. most people in
the Province have access to 8 SO'x
SO' plot which should be more than
adequate to feed a family for a year.
John says, "any pollution in terms of
run-ott from the road, car exhausts,
etc. would make it more difficult to
grow things, but NewfourxUand is
still relatively pollution free." John
thinks the biggest problem is
stealing. "You simply have to fence
in your garden."

JOM has a cow, pony. pig and a
few chickens. He buys the feed for
the chickens during the winter I but
in the summer and fall they are out
to pasture and generally they each
lay four or five eggs a week. On his
six acres he raises beef, eggs, milk
and vegetables, and his grocery bill
is only a third of what it would be
otherwise. For his personal needs
$15or $20is enough for seeds and the
vegetables are stored in his cool
basement. He says, "it would be
more difficult to store things in a
house in a sub-division which has a
hot air furnace, but it's not difficult
to make a storage ,unit in the back
yard - all you need is a bit of plastic,
some two by fours, some peat, and
you can make a temporary root
cellar."

(Continu~dOf!:next~)

JOM is into organic farming
because basically he is an ecologist
and he doesn't want to use the
modern mechanized farming
techniques which require large plots
of single crops, The purpose of
organic farming, besides the food
being better for you, is that it at­
temsts to achieve an ecological
balance in the earth with several, as
opposed to one, crops. With many
crops growing in harmony together
in onearea, it makes that area much
less attractive to insect pests. John
adds, "the organic gardener is not a
technician who reads labels on
sprays when he is told to, he has to
bemuch more of a field biologist. He
has to get in there and know the
individual pests ...and get very close
to nature."

Organic farming

~ - -JOHN'S GREENHOUSE AND GARDEN

John Evans has been an organic
farmer just outside of St. John's for
three yean. He has six acres of land,
but only 8000 square feet are used for
such crops as potatoes, turnips,
cabbages, carrots, squash, brocolli,
cauliflower, brussel sprouts,
asparagus, and all the goodies that
go into making up a salad; plus
small fruits such as raspberries,
strawberries, blackberries and
rhubarb. He grows about twice what
be can use himself. "The rest I
peddle on the roadside and I give a
lot to, my . inlaws."

JOHN CARTER

Savory farm
(Continwd from p~vioo$ pQ8rJ

head start when he was young-he
inherited the fann land from his
father. .

Twelve acres of savory are
generally under cultivation.
Planting is no easy task. It -Involves
plowing, discing, harrowing,
drilling, rolling and seeding, the
latter of which is done by hand. The
plow turns the earth over, the disc
mixes it with sharp steel wheels, the
spring tooth harrow lightens it, the
driller drills it up into long drills, the
roller compresses it. and then you
plant.

To harvest, he uses an old
fashioned sickle, and John and his
staff of six bring it into the barn to
dry. Then it is chopped, put into
barrels and packaged. In the winter,
be markets the savory and prepares
for the spring.

John feels farming is capital in­
tensive. You have to have a high
Investment in order to successfully
farm even something as simple as
potatoes. You still need tractors,
potato planters, harvesters- proper
scales and grading equipment,
potatoe cellar and a method of
delivery. You may even need
washing facilities. It takes a lot of
time and a lot of money. As the
saying goes."Live as though you are
going to die tomorrow, but £ann as
though you are going to live
forever." And John did - he-now
makes a nice living from his farm.



JOHN EVANS' SQUASH

Organic farming
(CQfltimw d from prt!I1iOUJ piJ#t )

John lost his vegetables the first
, year to insects. but be's learned

their habits since tben. "You can use
some plants to protect other plants;
you call use wood ashes as a very
successful alcoline material which
discourages various kinds of in­
sects; you can use physical carriers
to discourage cut worms, etc." But
it's hard to learn these things. "The
only place that the ordinary person
can turn for help if they get, for
instance, cabbage with big holes
eaten in the leaves, is either the
Provincial or Federal Department
of Agriculture. They'll recommend
that you use such and such a
chemical. The action of these
chemicals is to poisonthe insects ,
and the usual philosophy among a
good amount of fanners is if the
Department of Agriculture says use
one tablespoon in a gallon , you use
two tablespoons in a gallon and
you'll be safe. The Department of
Agriculture cannot help somebody
who wants to grow their vegetables
without the use of pesticides. TI1ey
aren't interested in helping you get
into organic gardening. TI1ey are
totally anti. " Because fA this, he is

planning to teach a course in organic
fanning.

John feels the main trouble with
?l"ganic gardening or any gardening,
IS that the season is too sho rt.
However, if you put part of your
growing area under glass or plastic,
you can double the growing season.
"I've gota plastic greenhouse 37x60
which I built for $60,and I have an
eight to nine month growing season
in that without any heat. I start to
grow some seeds in the basement
under lights the last of February 0
early March and I plant other seeds
in my greenhouse in mid-April so I
can get a good month or two head
start for the things which need
transplanting, such as cabbage,
Zucchini, squash and pepper ." The
greenhouse is not heated, but it
keeps the frost out and it's only one
layer of plastic , six or seven feet
high. John says a greenhouse 12 I: 8
would be more than adequate. He
feels the price of food is going to be
the motivating force behind gar­
dening in the near future, but he
hopes that interest in ecological
principles and the idea that food
should be healthy and not full of
poison will come later.

The dairy
industry is

turning sour
While all farmers complain about

the increased costs of production, it
is the dairy farmers who complain
the loudest and longest and they will
continue to complain, even though
the price of milk was raised Sc a
quart on March 22. The problem is
simple: the sellingprice hasnot kept
up with the cost of producing milk.
There is also another problem,
distribution of milk 8r01Uld the
Province. Milk is being dwnped on
the west coast , while the east coast
is Importing it by the buckets and
gallons from Prince Edward Island.

In November the Dairy
Association signed an agreement
with Ottawa providing a five cent a
quart subsidy to be paid to
processors of milk products. This
was established to keep consumer
costs down. 11le agreement made
provision for a renegotiated in­
crease to take effect if production
costs exceeded five percent within
twelve months of the signing of the
agreement. The agreement was
national.

At the end of December, the
Dairymen's Association, made up of
two-thirds of the Avalon licenced
dairymen, noticed that costs were
approaching the five percent limit ,
and started making plans to ask for
an increase of Be a quart . By the
t ime the information and requests
reac hed Otta wa, the cost increase
had risen to 17 percent. They have
continued to rise.

On March 22, dairymen from
across the Province met in St.
John's. Their biggest gripe was the
fact that it took three months to
fina lly get the 5c increase, which
means they received a cut of thr ee
cents onthe increase they needed to
stay viable in January. Although
dairymen wanted an Beincrease, U.
was decided that the dairymen
would receive sc, two of it going to
the processor, and three to the
farmer .

Some dairymen suggested a large
portion of the problems could have
been avoided by the Provincial
Government if they had provided
subsidies on transportation, feed,
milk and finished products.

(Corrtinlltd orrnut pdlr)
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What the dairy farmers say about milk
Cyril Ford of the Codroy Valley
says :

"The price of milk has to be
raised. According to Hammond
farms they couldn't do it for less
than 8 cents a quart. This year I was
going to build a new barn, but I don 't
know what to do. Our feed alone
from November until February was
$18.00 a ton increase.

" In order to increase the price of
milk all the dairy farmers wrote a
lett er to Mr. Badcock, Chairman of
the Newfoundland Products
Marketing Board woo is going to
ottawa. He has been there once, and
asked the Federal Governmentfor 5
cents for farmers, and3 cents for the
dai r y, a total 018 cents. The Federal
Government said no because it
would nulify the subsidy they put on
last year, which was 5 cents a quart
less for their milk . This worked well ,
but the Government issued a
statement that the price wouldn't be
increased for the next 12 months.

Dairy
industry

(Conti nued fro m pre ~iouJ pagr:)

Feed cost differentials between
Avalon and West Coast fanners can
be as much as $2.00 per hundred
weight , and it was suggested that all
dairy farmers buy feed together as a
co-op, thereby decreasing some feed
cost s.

Th e over-riding thought
throughout the meeting was a
marketing board to deal with milk
and milk products, as eggs and other
vegeta bles are dealt with in other
provinces. Such a board would
stabilize prices, and act as a union of
dairymen in negotiations with
Pro vincial and Federal Govern­
ment s.

Increased feed costs, fuel costs for
equip m ent and heating , tran­
sportation costs and living costs
were blamed for the production
costs ' increases. Most farmers
agree d that further negotiations
must be carried out to bring the
pric e even higher. "Someone has to

This would be all right if you could
stop everything else - gas, hydr o,
feed costs , etc . We have got to in­
cr eas e that 5 cents a quart that the
consu m er is already getting, plus
another 7 cents to get a 2 cents gain.
We 're looking for 8 cents a qua rt
now, plus that 5 cents, that's 13 cents
in the one slap, and by April it's got
to up another 5 cents a quart besi des
that.

"All your other costs are going up
and th e product is going to stay th e
one pr ice. The only choice is for
dair y far mers to go out of busines s,
because th ey can't keep going in the
hole all the time. I have 34 mil king
cows, and I was going to go bigger
with a new barn and 50 cows. But I
can' t do that until I see an increase
for milk and the hope of anot her one
in the near fut ur e.

"Anot her- problem is you ca n' t
take th e milk to Central Newfoun­
dland . Gander and Grand Fa lls are
big markets for milk. I was thinking

pa y," one far mer sa id. "e ither the
consumer or the Government."

The plight of the dairy farmer is
illustrated by looking at the figures
oflicenced. dairymen on the Avalon .
It has dro pped by 35 percen t from 82
to50 in th e past few years. Ma ny of
the fanner s attending the m eeting
said they. would have to go out of the
dairy bus iness unless a better return
could be re a lized .

The result of the March 22 meetin g
was a una nim ous decisio n to set up a
committee to look at all possible
aspects of a marketing board for
dairy pr oducts . When this com­
mittee has pr epar ed its repo rt it will
be presented to a meet ing of
dairymen from all over the province
in Ga nde r . The date is un­
determined .

about going to the Provincial
Government about this and probably
we could get 1 cent a quart subsidy
to get this milk over there. Right
now the farmers on the west coast
are able to supply the west coast
area. If I increase another 20 or 30
cows we are going to have a lot of
surpl us milk, the only place we can
sell it is over there. The Central
Dairies in St. John's is selling 10,000
gallons a week , al l imported. There
isa big market inSt. John's for milk.

"Last summer we sold surplus
milk for 76 cents a gallon, because
we were on a quota system then. We
got that nullified and we don't have a
quota at a ll right now. I only started
three years ago, and we were given
a 50 gallon quota as a base to start
with. They increased our quota up to
62 gallons a day, but we were
producing over and above that. One
chap went as much as 160 odd
gallons a day, so he was getting 100
gallons surplus milk, at 76 cents a
gallon, which wasn't paying."
Leo Connler of the Codroy Valley
says-

"It's basically the same prob lem
with dairy products as with eggs •
competition from the mainland ­
because some of the plants in St.
John's are getting just about all
their milk from Prince Edwa rd
Island. This is not going to las t very
long, because right now on Prince
Edward Island there is an average
of one farmer a day going out of the
business. All over Canada, it seems,
the dairy business is fading out, and
there is going to be a shortage of
milk. We need to have a better
system of distributing milk."
Erie Rumbo ldt of Reidvi lle says:

" I was getting $1.02a gallon back
in August, and we got the first raise
in September and the next one in
November. On our loan applications
last year we had to project what our
expenses would be and wha t our
earnings would be in five years time.
When it came to the price of milk in
five years, I hardly knew what to put
down, because it hadn't increased
that muc h over the past three or four
years, but I gave it a 25 cents in­
crease anyway, and within the next
three months it was 25 cents, so in
the next five years it could be $1.00.
So, right now you can't project
anything. "
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Poultry production

r---Chicken economics- ---,

How many pounds of chicken do
Newfoundlanders eat each year?
Answer: 15 million pounds.

The Uti ,iy pounds per capita per
year Iigure 13a speculative one, but
the figures on total production in the
Provi ne ~ are not, less than 3.5
million poundsare produced locally.
The extra chicken that is needed is
filled Iren Maritime producers
mostly.

There is a complex system of
dUcken. egg and fowl production in
the Province. based on the fact that
egg!> produce chickens and vice
versa. The simplest way to see the
whole system is to start with the egg
and work through the various phases
of poultry production.

There is one ·large hatchery in

A broiler Is bought at one-day
old for 20cents, and is raised for
eight w(eks. During this time it
will eat about 9 pounds of feed,
which at $240per ton, works out
to about $1.08.The ti.rd. costing a
little less than $1.30 in basic costs
at Uuspoint will bring in $1.40
approximately at the pegged 39.5
cents per pound paid at the
abattoir. At 10 cents profit per
bird. the basic unit producer.
about 20,000birds, can expect to
bring in around $2,000per flock.
Taking an eleven-week cycle for
new Oock stabilization, bam
cleaning and preparation, a man
can expect to have four flocks per
year, a fifth can be sta rted.
Potential earnings than can beas
low as $8,000 per year. To in­
crease potential earnings ex­
pansion must take place. To
increase flocksize by 50 per cent,
ca pital investment must go up
about 25per cent. When the basic
capital COSU for 2D,OOO birds is
$60,000, it increases to m,ooo for
30,000 birds, a nd so on. To be
economically viable the producer
must become involved upwards
of $100,000 capital. unless broiler
production is supplemen ta ry to
other f~ practices.

Newfoundland, Hillcrest Farms.
and about 75 per cent of all stocks
come from here. They have about
twice as many breeding nocks for
broilers as for laying hens, with one
rooster per twenty birds. Each hen
lays between 150 and 200 eggs per
year, depending on whether it is
broiler or laying stock, with about a
90 per cent fertility rate and a 80 per
cent overall batchil»lity rate. The
broilers are specialized strains, bred
for meat content and flavor, layers
are mostly leghorn stock.

One day old chicks are taken from
the hatchery and sold. The layers,
after they have been sexed, are kept
at Hillcrest until they start laying, at
about 20 weeks, when they are sold
to egg producers. One man on the

LAYERS
Alaying chicken is bought from

a grower at 20 weeks of age,
ready to lay. Buying pr-iceis 4S
cents per bird. Feed for its one
year laymg will cost about $8.00
(90 pounds at 9 cents per pound).
It will cost the farmer about $2.55
to market the 15 dozen eggs the
hen can be expected to lay . Total
cost is about $11.00 per hen per
year. Income from the sale of
eggs, averaged at 90 cents per
dceen, ts $13.50,less the $2.55for
processing and marketing board
fees mentioned above, CI' $10.95.
Another 30 cents can be realized
from the sale 0 the bird for
canned by-products, making total
income abou t $11.25. Using
$60,000 as initial capital in­
vestment about 15,000layers can
be handled. To make this
profitable. again $100,000 seems
to be required, to handle 30,000
birds.

Kevin Aucoin, the Provincial
Agriculture Departmen t Poultry
Specialist, can advise the farmer
Interest ed more accura tely and
can also suggest methods for
reduct~ the initial capital in­
vestment.

west coast buys day old chicks,
raises them to maturity. and sells to
egg producers.

From 20 weeks, the layers have
about one year of laying ahead of
them, packed three or four to 8 cage,
10,000to 15,000in a barn. The light,
temperature, feed, water and - aU
environmental conditi ons are
designedand controlled to maintain
peak egg laying capacity. The
thickeness of shell, color cI.yolk. size
of yolk and other egg factors are
controlled carefully also .

The eggs are collect ed, graded,
packaged and marketed by the
Provincial Poult ry Co-operati ve,
WIder the watchful eye d. the Egg
Marketing Board. (see pictorial on
egg marketing this issue).

After the approximate twelve­
month laying process, the chickens
are laid out. They can be put into a
controlled moult, after six weeks
emerging as layers with about ten
months of laying ahead of them. or,
as is more commonly done, they are
sent to the abattoir to be processed
and quick frozen. As they are tough
and oot grade "A" quality meat,
they are not kept in the Province for
sale. but are shipped to Prince
Edward Island, mostl y, where they
are converted into boneless canned
chicken, chick en soup, etc.

There is some dissatisfaction in
the industry about this . The P.E.I.
producer pays 10 cents per pound,
which he then converts into saleable
products at 60 cents to 80centsper
pound.

Broilers are a diffe rent process.
The broiler is purchas ed at one day
old also, but it is given a free rein in
a large bam. Usually 20,000 birds
are purchased. under arrangement
with a feed.compan y at 2D cents per
bird. They are kept for about eight
weeks. Wltil they reach three to four
pounds, then they are slaugjaered,
They generally have about a 5 per
cent mortality ra te, and are sold for
39 cents per pound to the crown
corporation abattoir, which
processes and markets the birds .
(see abattoi r story-pies for details) .

This kind of operation, broilers or
layers, requires a large capital
outlay. Anywhere from $60,000 up
can be spent to start a Oock c:l. 20,000
broilers or 12,000to 15,000 layers.
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