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Miss Confederation

The Women's liberation
movement suffered a blow at the
regional finals of the Miss Con-
federation contest held in Trepassey
during April.

Two of the five judges were
tackled by some liberationists
before the contest and so they asked
the contestants for what reason were
they taking part in what was
believed by many to be an ex-
ploitation of the female form.
Curious, the judges asked the three
contestants what they thought of the
theory. The girls thought the whole
thing was nonsense and believed the
contest gave them the opportunity to
showtheir talents and to meet many
new people, an opportunity they
might not have had otherwise. So
much for that.

‘The night of the finals was a pretty
exciting one for all concerned. The 3
girls Anne Myrick, 18, of
Trepassey, Sheila Kavanagh, 21 of
Ferryland and Betty Ryan, 20 of
Fermeuse - were as nervous as
daisies in a summer wind. The
judges, all of whom were first
timers, were almost as nervous. And

the dense crowd amply showed their
enthusiasm.

The girls didn't show their ner-
vousness when they came on stage
and played their parts.

Anne Myrick, slender and pert,
was the obvious favorite of the
crowd, but the wild applause served
only to alienate the judges though it
was intended to influence them in
Anne’s favor. Sheila Kavanagh
displayed great poise and charm as
she spoke and sang, and her warmth
captured the hearts of the judges.
Betty Ryan of Fermeuse played the
guitar and sang for her talent sec-
tion, and everyone agreed she
should pursue her talent further. It
seemed as though she, her guitar
and her voice, were a single entity.
Her performance would stand up
well alongside many artists who
perform on stage, radio and who cut
records.

During the evening, while the girls
changed costumes, many local
people performed for the waiting
audience. Outstanding was 16 year
old Phyllis Butler, a high school
student from Portugal Cove South.

BETTY R

She did an imitation of Joey
Smallwood, and her skill and ob-
vious enjoyment of the spotlight,

SHEILA KAVANAGH
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Miss Confederation
(Continued)

The winner of the regional finals
for the southern shore was Anne
Myrick, and Anne went to Corner
Brook to compete in the provincial
finals. She lost to 18 year old Karen
Williams of Long Pond, Manuels.
But it’s certain the judges at Corner
Brook had no less difficulty in
choosing a winner than the judges at
Trepassey.

The Festival Committee drew up
the rules for playing this game.
Contestants had to go through five
separate judgings. They were tested
in an informal, private interview
with their judges. They had to ap-
pear in casual wear, a swim suit and
in formal evening gowns. They were
judged for personality, intelligence,
charm, poise, coordination,
grooming, talent, presention and
composure. Each girl could win a
total of 310 points. When the five
judges in Trepassey added up their
points, there were only 4 points
between the winner and the runner
up in Trepassey, and only 20 points
between the first runner up and the
second runner up. Few points out of
possible total of 15550!

Karen Williams, Miss Cc Celebi , accepts

nounced as winner of the Miss Celebration Pageant. at Corner Brook

on being an

The Fishery in Iceland

Iceland’s population is only 200,000
and 80 percent of the whole income
of the country is from fishing. Its
fishermen make $12,000 to $15,000 a
year and this little country has now
told the rest of the world to stay off
its fishing grounds.

During March, 8 Newfoundland
fishermen and 4 government of-
ficials took a trip to Iceland to see if
they could learn anything that would
be of benefit to our fishery. They
said the main thing they learned was
that Iceland's government gives
complete support to its fishery,
where as our government has much
less concern.

During the trip the visitors went
out on some of the offshore draggers
and visited many fish plants. They
were not particularly impressed
with the methods of fishing, nor with
the quality control on the boats and
in the plants. They were impressed
With the amount of fish taken.

‘Iceland’s - dragger fishery has a
quota placed on it and they are told
tpey must catch certain species of
fishat certain times of the year. This
is done so that the inshore fishery is

not depleted by the draggers taking
all the cod.

Fishermen in Iceland are now
getting about 34 cents a pound for
round fish, compared to perhaps 14
cents to be paid here this year.

The draggers are owned by those
who work them, with shares
belonging to the captain, the of-
ficials, the cook and all crew
members. No company takes the

(Continued on next page)

Front Row: left to right, William Prior, Bay de Verde: D.G. Greeley, Dept of Fisheries

(prov.); Harold Barrett, Old Perlican; Eric Spurrell, Badgers Quay; Ralph Keats, Bay de
Verde. Back Row: left to right, Wallace Meade, Foxroost; Wallace Coaper, Cottles Is
land; Lester Riche, Environment Canada (Fisheries and Marine); Max Decker, Cook's
Harbour; Gordon Slade, Assistant Deputy Minister, Dept. of Fisheries, (prov.) Roy
Leith, Fogo.
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Fishery
in Iceland

(Continued from previous page)

cream of the profits and financing
for these steel draggers is done by
the government.

The Newfoundland visitors felt the
fish plants should have been more
conscious of the quality of the
product they were producing. They
were impressed, though, by the fact
that all the fish is used. The roe and
tongues are used for specialty
dishes, the liver is used for oil and
the offal - all of it including guts -
goes into fish meal. Not a stain is
wasted!

They were amazed, too, to see so
many young people in the fishery.
The skipper of one dragger was only
27 and he was the oldest man
aboard! Of course they are attracted
by the high incomes as well as the
high status of the fisherman in his
country.

The

tainly puts full backing behind her
i When she d last

Lntlema!imal Court, but Iceland's

summer that other nations of the
world would no longer be allowed to
fish in her waters, there was world
wide reaction. England sent her
boats anyway. So Iceland put a fleet
of police boats in the water and when
all else failed, they fired on the in-
truders.

Because the country’s economy
depended so much on the fishery,
Iceland felt forced to take this ac-
tion. Last year Gunnar Schram,
Iceland’s representative at the
United Nations was in Newfoun-
dland at that time. He said the fish
stocks were being depleted by
European nations to the point where
Iceland’s fishermen feared the
destruction of the fishery. Mr.
Schram  said  international
agreements take years and years to
go through, if they ever go through
at all, and his country felt if they
waited until the Law of the Sea
Conference this year there would be
no fish left to talk about. The action

overnment of Iceland cer- is still considered illegal by the

are the only ones working
the area and the stocks have made a
remarkable come-back.

Our Newfoundland fishermen who
visited Iceland this spring were
aware of the tremendous fishery
Iceland has but they were disap-
pointed to find that the methods of
catching and processing were in-
ferior to our methods, and that their
equipment was no better. They were
amazed, however, at the amount of
fish caught so close to the shore, and
were pleased to see such wide use
made of the whole product. But they
couldn’t help wondering what they
had gone to learn. They supposed
that the fishery is not as important
to Canada as it is to Iceland and that
is why it gets so little attention.

They felt that if the Canadian
government were to put more time
into keeping other nations out of our
waters, and less time on talking
about the quality of the fish caught,
Newfoundland fishermen could
become almost as well off as Iceland
fishermen.

Transportation

the life-line of a people

Port aux Basques does not occupy
the important place in the
Newfoundland transportation scene
as it has been said to do. Delegates
at a transportation conference held
in March this year were shocked to
find the Terms of Union do not
determine Port aux Basques shall be
the major port of entry. The ap-
propriate paragraph reads,

“Canada will maintain, in ac-

cordance with the traffic offering, a
freight and passenger steamship
service between North Sydney and
Port aux Basques, which, on com-
pletion of a motor highway between
Corner Brook and Port aux Basques,
will include suitable provision for
the carriage of motor vehicles.”
Newfoundland bound rail freight
is backlogged in Moncton, Truro,

North Sydney and Port aux Basques.

A more significant cause for this
backlog than the sea lanes, is the
multiple loading that goes on
because we have a narrow gauge rail
line and Port aux Basques unions
have held back streamlining any
service for fear of loss of em-
ployment. Even the truck to truck
transfer system is only permitted on

(See next page)

Conference delegates — left to right, Sterling Randell,
Clay ton Sparkes, John Loveridge.



DECKS
AWASH
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(Continued from previous page)
2 out of the 3 shifts, so that em-
ployment will not be cut back. The
truck to truck transfer is when

guage wheels without the goods
having to be transferred by hand. It
takes 12 to 15 minutes to transfer a
car truck to truck and up to 50
minutes to transfer one by hand.

Port aux Basques is in theriding of
Don Jamieson and as Transport
Minister, Mr. JAMIESON
PLEDGED HIMSELF TO
PROTECT EMPLOYMENT IN
THAT TOWN “at any cost.” And it is
well recognized that Transport
Minister Jean Marchand, who
succeeded Jamieson, made no
decisions about transportation in
Newfoundland. The cost now would
be astronomical, but CN delegates to
the conference pointed out that
many millions will have to be spent
in repairing and maintaining the old
narrow guage.

CN has repeatedly expressed their
desire to put in a wide guage rail
line, but insist it would have to be the
decision of the federal government
to do so. Admittedly such a systan

Transportation

Fogo Island ferry

Fogo Island is situated in Notre
Dame Bay. Seldom Come-By is the
nearest link to Carmanville being a
distance of 15 miles. Last year the
Ferry Operator Mr. Patrick Miller
purchased another ferry the “Fleur
d' Lys” to replace the “Fogo

three times the cars. This ferry is a
twin engined steel structure with
larger passenger accomodations yet
many people are not satisfied with
the way it is meeting the travelling
needs of the 4500 residents of the
Island.

At present there are no reser-
vations for the ferry. Certain people
are dissatisfied with the
arrangement because it means that
to be certain of crossing one has to
line up for anywhere from 1-3
hours in advance of departure time

on the traffic.

would not solve all of our pr
Alookatthepmhlansbdng-—
perienced in Western Canada in
moving grain because of lack of rail
cars, is one example. But again, CN
insists the provision of capital costs
for building new rail cars is the
responsibility of the federal
government.

The conference found Newfoun-
dland's position as a well publicized
“have-not” province, with a small
scattered population and huge
territory, is a dicey one at best in the
face of the expenditure of so much
cash. At worst we have

'l‘hlsiscmldemdwbenwmd
time especially there being no
bathroom or restaurant facilities at
either Seldom or Carmanville.

The schedule varies with the time
of the year. In the summer there are
two trips a day and in the winter one
except Sundays. The fall has 3 days
with two trips and one trip on the
remaining four days. Certain people
feel that there are not sufficient trips
per day and not sufficient provision
made on a scheduled basis for
weekmd !.mveulng either way nnd

the ferry is their road. Fogo
Islanders have to pay a toll for their
road as they are charged $6.00 each
way for a car. Truck rates vary
according to size, up to $30.00 each
way. The ferry is subsidized by the
Federal Government but it natually
puts an increased burden on all
Islanders not just in travel, but the
ferry cost is reflected in all goods
purchased on the Island. An

from St. John’s to Carmanville for
$6.00 and the cost from Carmanville
to Fogo was $5.00.

Ever since the ferry arrived last
year in June there has been much
expression about her capabilities of
operating successfully in the winter
season. The boat which draws 5 feet
of water seems to be bad in wind and
ice. There is much concern that this
ferry is really suitable for the
Hamilton Sound crossing and it has
been suggested that the ferry should
have ice breaking capabilities.

When the ferry is unable to cross
regularly Gander Aviation have
provided air transportation which
costs $15.00 each way. There has
been in the past a government
subsidy of approximately 50 per-
cent. There is no air strip and the
Beaver Aircraft lands on Mile Pond.
When there are shortages, as was
the case last year air freight proved
to be very expensive.

There are some people on the
Island that believe the ferry to be

who are playing games with a vital
lifeline, we have unions who protect
their workers at any cost, and we
have a business community who
uses the high cost of transportation
to tack even greater profits onto
their goods.

The conference strongly
recommended a wide guage rail
system into As yet

er long
last Fall's Schedule a weekend
visitor could not arrive before 5:30
p.m. Saturday and had to depart at
10 a.m. on Sunday. At present the
crossing take only 1%z hours.
For the residents of Fogo Island

'y. These people suggest
that a causeway be built from
Penny’s Point to Perry's Island and
across the Islands to the north Dog
Bay Island to nearest point
Farewell. is only 2 or 3
(Continued on next page)

Our province has a transportation
depnrhnenﬂoftheﬂmlhneamithe
has a Director with long

there has been no reaction to the
suggestion from Ottawa.

This was only part of a 5 session
conference that looked at all
problems of transportation in
Newfoundland Road, Rail, Air and
Sea. Delegates, frustrated by years
of dealing with an archaic system,
saw one bright note on the horizon.

years of experience with other
transportation systems. His task
though is enormous and with the
minimal staff that works with him,
many delegates wondered just how
serious the provincial government is
about solving our province's many
critical problems.

Booklets were prepared for the
conference outlining some of our
probleml, and a report was

epared rds.

It you would like a copy of either,
they are available from Memorial
University Extension Service at a
e%:l:fﬂ.m. If you have a comment
al your problems
that you would like to have
;ubﬂdud. please let us know about
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Funerals.

No one wants to think about dying.
Therefore, few families are
prepared for the event when it
happens. And when it does happen,
few families want to think about
the various options open to them in
terms of funerals. Unless a specific
request regarding funeral
arrangements has been left by the
deceased, the family or friends call
the nearest funeral Home, in the
case of urban areas, or make
arrangements with the church, in
the case of outports. With a Home,
no one wants to bargain for the best
‘“‘deal” and so many people take
what is first offered without really
knowing what is involved or what
are the options. And many families
end up b) paymg far more than they
zan af

Funeral Homesin St. John's claim
that by making one phone call
everything will be done for you,
from shipping a body anywhere in
the free world, to arranging for the

Fogo ferry - Continued

fathoms of water except across the
Sound where a large draw bridge
could be constructed to enable large
ships to go to Botwood.

The Government and the Member
of this district just have not been
doing their job. There are ap-
proximately 4500 people and they
are forgotten until election time. The
people of Fogo Island must be very
patient people because they have not
caused very much trouble. So to the
responsible people concerned, get on
the ball and get something done for
the people of Fogo Island as far as
lranspomnon is concerned.

There is one more point to be
made, this report is not in any way
directed to the ferry operator or the
Air Transport Company. Anyone
would agree that the ferry service,
which is subsidized to a certainpoint
by the government and the air
service which is a privately owned
company are doing a good job with
the present facilities.

What is being said is that the
facilities and subsidies are not large
enough and the blame is laid on the
Government and The Member for
the district. The people of Fogo
Island are Canadian Citizens and
human beings and should be treated
as such.

WRITTEN BY A FOGO ISLANDER

Did you know ... ?

death certificate, autopsy, removal
from the hospital, embalming,
cemetery plot and its digging. If
someone dies in St. John's, but is
originally from another area of the
Province, the St. John's Funeral
Home will see that the doctor, who
regularly attends the patient, signs
the Death Certificate, or if the
patient was not seeing a doctor on a
regular basis, the Funeral Home
arranges the autopsy.

If a patient dies in the hospital, but
is from another part of the Province
or world, the Funeral Home will see
that the body is picked up from the
hospital after the release is signed.
The body is then automatically
embalmed, which is a process of
preserving involving the injection of
fluids into the body. Different fluids
are used, depending on the type of
death, and restoration work of the
body is done if the person was in-
volved in an accident. Bodies are
automatically embalmed, but
airlines are the only ones requiring
this process.

If someone is to be buried in St.
John's, the relatives or friends
choose the casket from a wide
selection. Wood is the most popular
material available but metal
caskets are also used. If a person
dies in an outport, generally a local
merchant has one or two caskets on
hand, but the variety is limited. A
call to a St. John's Funeral Home

will insure a greater variety.

The next problem is the
plot. An individual is not allowed to
purchase a cemetery plot in St.
John's or most Provincial Urban
Centres. This is done by the funeral
homes so that an individual receives
just one bill, instead of many
separate bills.

Inthe large City cemeteries, there
are usually caretakers, who see to
opening the graves. Many of these
cemeteries have ‘‘Perpetual Care'
areas which means that the
caretakers see to the continual
maintenance of the plot...that the
grass is cut, dead flowers removed
etc. In small communities, the
churches own the cemeteries which
are maintained by the community
and it is up to an individual to see
that a grave is dug. If the com-
munity cemetery is near a larger
centre, one can call an urban
Funeral Home who will arrange to
send a grave digger to the smaller
community. If there is space in the
cemetery, a back-digger can be
used. If it is winter and the ground is
frozen sometimes the plot is outlined
in oil and set afire. The portion
melted by the fire is then dug, set
afire again, dug, etc.

The Funeral Homes will arrange
for the hearse. There are no
limousines in any of the cities, and
so families drive in their own cars. A

(Continued on next page)

One of several funeral homes, St. John's.



limousine is provided, however, for
the clergy. The Funeral Home is
open for any hours that a family
wishes.

There have been very few
requests for cremations, partly
because there are no crematoriums
here. A body is sent to New Brun-
swick. However, as a public service,
if a body is cremated elsewhere,
larger Funeral Homes will pick the
box up at the airport, deliver it to the
proper cemetery and see that a
small grave is dug.

The only part of the entire funeral
that a Funeral Home will not take
care of is the headstones. If a funeral
is in a city, most cemeteries list the
size and type of stone required,
which will prevent a family from
buying the wrong size headstone.
But headstones are not cheap. They
cost anywhere from $100. for white
marble headstone, without base to
$1,415. for a large block of balmoral
red or imperial black granite. And
there is everything in between with a
variety of , decorative
designs and styles of printing
available. There are three Marble
Works in St. John's who deliver
Province wide. All of them supply
catalogues upon request and also
state that if a person wants
something that cannot be found in
the catalogue, it can be made to
order.

Cook’s Marble Works,
Gower Street

Kenny’s Marble Works, 127 New
Gower Street

Muir’s Marble Works, 703 Topsail
Road

If an individual lives in the St.
John’s area and orders one of the
monuments already on hand, it will
only take a few days for delivery.
However, if he lives elsewhere in the
Province, it will take a month or
more depending on whether the
headstone has to be shipped. Added
to the cost of the headstones is the
Sales Tax and in Urban areas the
cemetery entrance charge which is
between 5 and 10 percent of the cost
of the headstone.

In Newfoundland there are ap-
proximately 15 Funeral Homes,
located in St. John's, Gander, Grand
Falls, Corner Brook, Carbonear,
Clarenville, Harbour

Marystown,
and Spaniard’s Bay.
AslorlmforTmlCosu.mUrhan
areas they run between $350. to
$1,500, the difference being due to
primarily the type of casket.

1 New

Generally, the service is the same,
although to honor special requests,
the charges are upped.

What is included in the cost of an
average funeral?

The casket $600
Buying the plot $100
Opening thr grave 40
Flowers 60
Service 5
Headstone 600
Total $1.405

All this is exclusive of transporting
the body. But if you think that's
expensive, the Funeral Homes ask
that you look at their side.
TheFuneral Homes say that you
receive only one bill..from the
Funeral Companies...Sometimes
they have to wait quite a while
before an estate ic cleared up, which
means it may be a year or more
before they are paid.

But there are other options besides
going to a funeral home or local
church. In the past there have been
few requests to leave bodies to
science, but with the coming of
Newfoundland’s Medical School,
more requests are being received.
One can also belong to the Memorial
Society, which has 150,000 members
in Canada alone. It's a voluntary
non-profit organization, made up of
individuals who want to see that
their wishes in regard to burial
arrangements are carried out.

Up until 1971 an individual did not
own his body and had no say in what
happened to it after his death, but in
June, 1971, was the

Non-uniform headstones

for another law which would give an
individual final say in the use of his
body as well as provide consumer
protection against unfair funeral
practices. Dr. Richard Middleton,
Head of the Memorial Society in
Newfoundland cites an example of
what he terms “unfair practice.”
Because there are no coolers in St.
John's, a body is automatically
embalmed whether one wants it or
not.

The Memorial Society has every
one of its members fill out a funeral
plan to designate how they want to
be buried; whether they already
own a plot and where, the type of
service; and where the service is to
be held (church, funeral  home,
other). On the sheet one can also
write an obituary notice.

It is interesting to note that only in
Quebec is a person's wishes binding
on the next of kin. Elsewhere
relatives can override the wishes of
the deceased, even if he has written
a statement as to the funeral
preferred.

As Dr. Richard Middleton says
“Since Memorial Societies have
been specifically formed to allow
members to record their wishes
before death so that the next of kin
need not make painful decisions
under stress. You can understand
our real concern in this regard. We
are working actively toward the day
when anyone, not just a Memorial
Society member, may be assured
l.hnt his whhes with regard to the
ition of his body after death,

first Canadian Province to pass the
Tissue Law which gives body rights
to an individual. Quebec is the only
other province which has similar
rights. Now provinces are pushing

will be by law.” For
further information, write The
Memorial and Funeral

Planning
Association of Newfoundland, P.O.
Box 9183, St. John's
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Rape — disease — death — murder
war — hate — lust — greed — pollution

Formidable words in a formidable time. Pick up any
newspaper. turn on your radio, try to pay the rising
cost of living and one or more of these words confront
you.

It is even possible to believe, as so many do, that
mankind has outlived his time on this planet.

Consumed by the ever increasing tensions of our
society, cities choke in their own waste, whole peoples
bow to the surfdom of international greed, and the
young, stifled by over-indulgenge, find no cause for
living. They turn fo drugs.

“'There is no need for all this,” says a philosophy that
believes mankind can find his happiness and fulfill his

destiny through they call dental
Meditation.’
You spend 20 minutes. twice a day. in quiet

meditation and @ whole new world opens up to you.
While many scientists scoff, others are overwhelmed
by the proven results of this daily practice.

Governments are requiring elected representatives,
education leaders, social agencies and civil servants to
examine the possibilities. The medical profession is
using the practice in the treatment of such diseases as
asthma, schools are starting the day with a 20 minutes
meditation period, businesses all over North America
are setting aside meditation rooms and requiring
especially top executives to take the courses and there
is @ World Plan to set up teacher training courses so
that there will be a teacher for every one million
people.

In T i is
being taught by Robert Boyd, and Robert strongly
believes TM is the answer to many of the world’s
problems.

These courses are not free, though, by any means. It
costs $115 for a working udult and $60 for a student.
Many who have taken the course believe it to be the
best investment they ever made

Dr. John Williams. known as the granddaddy of
psychiatrists in St. John's, had some interesting
comments to make. He pointed out that mankind is
certainly in need of real relaxation, and also in need of
a rethinking of our present value systems. He sees

Robert Boyd

Dr. John Williams
people every day who are caught up in a web of keeping

up with their neighbours. of meeting ever more
stressful situations both in their world of work and in
their social lives and he points to the increased pace of
life as a cause of much moral and mental breakdown.

Dr. Williams insists that, in the larger sense, people
need to take stock of their lives, see where they are
going. and ask themselves if the goals they are seeking
are really worth the tremendous costs they are paying.
He also says we need constant renewing, daily, both for
physical and mental reasons, and that this renewing
can be done by relaxation. *‘We need to set aside a time
every day for this ‘letting go' ** he maintains. *'To sit
quietly, in meditation if you like. letting your mind
wander, allowing your body and mind to totally relax.
It is extremely important to all of us.” However he
wonders if we have to pay $115 to get that relaxation
method.

The practice of psychiatry is turning more and m ore
to relaxation groups, therapy groups to achieve mental
health in their patients. Admitting to no personal
knowledge of either the technique nor the result of
Transcentdental Meditation, he agrees that the studies
done have shown remarkable achievements in im-
proved mental and physical health through the
methods used. He warns however of taking the concept
too seriously, believing that this could lead to as much
mental illness as would over-commitment to any other
practice or belief to the exclusion of other aspects of
life.

For his part, Rnberl Boyd insists the technique of
Transcendental Meditation can only be taught by a
well trained person, and that it doesn’t commit anyone
to any style of life, simply allows every person to live
his life more fully, and makes him more aware of the
possibilities and potential of himself or herself. as a

son.
Pel[ nolhmg else, the two sides o[ the story make for
study and argument. For
fumm (n!ormatmn write Robert Boyd, 16 Shea Street,
St. John's.
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No one will argue the fact that the housing shortage is the largest single problem in our
province today. In the major centres the shortage is driving the costs out of all proportion to
the value of the structure; and in rural areas it is severely limiting the possibility of moving
from job to job—an increasing necessity in today’s world of employment

The spiraling cost of mortgage rates, building materials and wages is putting home owner-
ship out of reach of many and solutions such as mobile homes, subsidized rental and
apartment living, is threatening the life style of our people. This issue looks at the problems of
all concerned, builder, buyer, seller, lender, and it looks at the solutions. If you have com-
ments or criticisms they would be welcomne.

patterns.

For better or worse,
town planning is here to stay

Town Planning determines what
kind of houses are built, where they
are built, and to some extent, how
much they cost.

Newfoundland's major centres all
have a plan for future growth and
many smaller communities are now
asking the Department of Municipal
Affairs and Housing to draw up
plans for them.

Town planning is an attempt by
elected representatives on council,
in consultation with certain experts,
to decide how their town should grow
in the future. They decide first of all
what kind of town they want. (For
example the towns along the Con-
ception Bay Shore see themselves as
suburbs of St. John’s with people
living in the small communities and
commuting into the city for work.
But Torbay sees itself as holding
onto its status of a rural fishing
community, not reliant on St. John's
incomes.)

Then councils decide where in-
dustry must build in the future,
usually near the waterfront in small
towns, and where new housing
should go to make living both more
convenient, and more attractive.
They try to plan where schools, play
areas and shopping centres should
0.

Most larger cemra also control
the type of housing built. In prime
residential areas they require a
larger building lot and a house that
is larger than those built in less than
prime areas.

Town planners also may control
the use of such things as mobile
homes, but only under strict

3 0 r

Mr. Jack Allston

surveyed - Springdale - has
regulations against mobile homes.
All municipalities, large and
small, want water and sewer
but the cost of installation
is growing along with everything
else, so many towns are beginning to
allow building lots, subdivisions that
cluster homes in a group and have
one entrance to the main road,
rather than houses being strung out
along the waterfront as in the past.
The National Building Code has
been adopted by some major centres
and this code requires a ready
supply of modern bllﬂdlng
mat ell as a supply of
technical skill to build. Small towns
too are demanding the use of some
National Standards, but it is still
possible in many small com-
munities, to build your own house,
cutting your own materials in the

woods and having it locally dressed.
Om.sde of municipalities where
is no zoning regulation per-
m}adonwbiﬂldmunbeg:vmbyme
Department of Municipal Affairs,
under the Protective Road zoning
regulations.

Mr. Jack Allston, the Director of
the Division of Ruban Planning, is
the man who helps guide the plan-
ning for small towns who approach
the department. Mr. Allston believes
mobile homes are a legitimate
answer to the increasing cost of
housing, but he would like to see
stricter control of their construction.

He prefers to see them in a sub-
division which is designed for their
peculiar shape, rather than moved
in alongside homes of a regular
design. "Properly built and main-
tained, and in a proper setting,” he
says, “these homes can be a very
attractive answer to the housing
shortage."

Mr. Allston says very few houses
are built today in the old way of
doing the work yourself and he is
pleased to see the adoption of the
National Building Code where it is
feasible to do so. He believes this
code is the only sure way the con-
sumer is going to be protected from
unscruplulous builders.

Mr. Alston also pointed out that
building codes and regmxunns are
not as essential in areas,
where, ‘“‘you're not going m build
something that is offensive to your
neighbour. You've got to live with
him. Whereas in urban centres you
can live all your life without ever
meeting your next door neighbour.”
Mltme bnzltdoem‘tsaymuch
for city dwellers.
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What to remember if you’re

in the market for a ready-built house

You will be dealing with a real
estate agent, a mortgage company,
4 lawyer, and a seller. All of these
people are in the transaction to
make money. Some will treat you
fairly, tell you the truth, and make
only a reasonable profit. But far too
many of them will fleece you if they
can get away with it.

THE REAL ESTATE AGENT

This man, if he’s a good salesman,
ranks among tHe highest paid in
(anada today. Yet he is paid no
salary, his income depends entirely,
in most cases, on the commission he
gets for the house he sells. He is
highly motivated to talk you into
buying, so you are in a position
where you are matching wits with a
pretty smart dealer. That is not to
say all dealers are unethical, just
that they know more than the
average guy about house buying and
selling.

In the past Real Estate companies
and agencies could operate in
Newfoundland simply by getting a
licence and having their salesmen
bonded. They had a little capital to
invest, began looking for clients to
sell and advertised in the local
papers. They were paid by the seller
on a commission basis. Their fee
stood at 5 percent of the cost of the
house. If you sold for $10,000 the Real
Estate Agent would collect $500 as
his fee.

Even though the prices of houses
has gone from an average $10,000 to
an average $40,000, this 5 percent
remains the same. Now the house
sale will fetch $2,000 for the agent,
even though he hasn't raised his
prices. One agent said the com-
panies had considered raising the
rates, but decided against it when
they found the price of houses was
skyrocketing anyway.

The lack of real control on who
was buying and selling houses, and
the high incomes that were coming
out of the trade, meant a great many
unscrupulous firms were getting in
on a good “‘racket.”” Now the more
ethical houses in the province have
banded themselves together into the
Newfoundland and Labrador Real
Estate Board. is board sets
standards of selling, and if a
member is caught doing something

Tom Osbourne
underhand, the Board takes him off
the list of members and notifies the
Department of Provincial Affairs. It
would not take too many complaints
about a company to find it losing its
licence.

Mr. Tom Osbourne is President of
the provincial board and he says the
board has*‘cleaned up the industry to
the point where the general public
can deal with most of the of-
fices, . s without having to sit up all
night and wonder if he's being taken
to the cleaners."”

The Board has member firms in
Gander, Grand Falls, Marystown,
Corner Brook and Labrador City,
but most of them are working out of
St. John's offices. The members
are: In St. John's - Byrne's Real
Estate Ltd.; John C. Hamlyn & Son
Ltd.,; HJ. Miller; Tony Murray
Associates Real Estate; Nova Scotia
Trust Co; Atlantic Realty; Montreal
Trust Co.; Crown Realty; Royal
Trust Co.; A.B.H. Real Estate;
Direct Realty Ltd.; Sun Realty Ltd.;
Canada Permanent Trust Co.;
Castle Real Estate; Stan Condon
Ltd.; Field & Densmore Real
Estate; Drodge Realty Ltd.; Snow’s
Real Estate; Northern Realty Ltd.,
Chamberlains. In Corner Brook -
Thornes Ltd.; Pollett Realty Ltd. In
Gander - H.C. Best. In Grand Falls -
Hennessey. In Marystown - C.
Butler. In Labrador City - Aurora
Real Estate; Northern Realty Ltd.
There are about 120 salesmen listed

with these companies.

Of course a seller does not have to
use an agent, but Tom Osbourne
points out some of the pitfalls if you
don't. An agent can insure
everything to be left in the house
when the seller moves, is actually
left there. He knows the insides of
the mortgage business and can
protect the buyer. He has a wide
knowledge of what is available and
can advise the buyer on the best
house to suit his pocketbook.

Tom sees the cost of an average
house rising by $5,000 during 1974.
He told the story of a friend who
bought a house in the Cowan Heights
area in October of 1971. It was a 2
apartment bungalow with about
1,200 square feet. It was bought for
$29,000. A year later the home sold
for $34,000 and another year later
sold for $45,000, On the market today
it could fetch $50,000 to $52,000,
without anything added to the home
since the first sale in 1971!

THE MORTGAGE COMPANY

Unless you've got $40,000 in the
bank, you're going to need to deal
with a mortgage company or a bank
for a loan. To start with, many
mortgage companies will only issue
a loan if the house is in a
municipality. If it is in an area that
they think will be secure they ap-
praise the house. If all is well, they
will loan you up to 75 percent of the
value of the house or, when money is
easily available, up to 9 percent.

Some mortgage companies get
their money from the amounts that
are deposited with them over long
periods. Chartered banks get money
from the Bank of Canada, so when
the Bank of Canada puts its lending
rate up, interest on mortgage loans
go up. Twenty years ago the average
lending rate was 5 percent, five
years ago it was about 8z percent,
today it is up to 13%z percent in some
institutions.

If you want to buy an average 3
bedroom bungalow in the large
centres in Newfoundland today, you
will need about $40,000. If you can
find a company to lend you 95 per-
cent of the cost, at an interest rate of
11 percent you will need only $2,000
downpayment, the company lending
you $38,000 plus legal inspection
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costs plus insurance on the loan. You
will want to keep your monthly
payment down as low as possible, so
you both agree to 2 years. Your
monthly payment on your loan will
be $369.41 plus $25 a month city taxes
and in order to get that loan you
would have to be making $14,800 a
year or $1,231 a month. Companies
will not lend if your monthly
repayment is more than 32 percent
of your income.

They will allow both incomes to be
included in the family income, 100
percent of the husband’s income and
up to 70 percent of the wife’s income,

ing on her position, her age

i $6,
$4,200 of that could be counted, and
her husband would have to be
making $10,000.

Both you and the company agree
that the loan will be repaid over 25
years. But they will agree on the
interest rate for only 5 years at a
time. During that time, if the rates
go up or down, yours stays the same.
After 5 years there is another
agreement, when the rates are
adjusted. If the loan stays at 11
percent for 25 years, you will end up

paying mn m for a $40,000 house!

When begin paying your
m“smon&hm 02 of that will be
interest money, and $25.39 will go
towards reducing the amount of the
loan. If, after a year or two, you
decide to sell the house, and the
buyer doesn’t want to take over the
mortgage where you left off, but
would rather use another company,
or pay cash, you will find the lending
company charging you a year or two
in interest payments anyway. You
can only sell without paying this
penalty at the end of the 5 year
agreement.

You are even worse off if you don’t
have the $2,000 and

middle income groups, and the poor.
LEGAL FEES
BY Bill Kelly

Other than the downpayment,
legal fees represent the biggest out-
of-pocket expense in buying a new
house.

The Newfoundland Law Society,
empowered by a provincial act to
license lawyers and set fees, is
reluctant to talk about “the con-
fidential relationship'” between its
members and their clients.

But Don Mercer, secretary of the
society, did disclose this week the
fee schedule for lawyers in real
estate transactions.

Mr. Mercer said legal fees on
conveyance and mortgage tran-
sactions are calculated at 1.25 per
cent of the total amount.

However, he said under a change
in the fee schedule introduced in
1970, a one-third reduction is granted
on the mortgage fee.

For practical purposes, said Mr.
Mercer, the home buyer can expect
to pay 1.5 to 2 per cent on the total
purchase price.

Since the cost of a new house in St.
John’s is now running at about
$40,000, he said, legal fees average
between $700 and $800.

This figure, he said, includes the
provincial government's fees for
registering deeds and mortgages.

Mr. Mercer said registration fees
in most other provinces are nominal,
but in Newfoundland they represent
“‘a significant amount’ of the
lawyer’s bill.

The government charges $5.25 for
the first $500 in property value and
20 cents for each additional $100.

Mr. Mercer said there is no
significant difference in the fees
charged in Newfoundland and other
provinces, noting that the local fee
schedule is exactly the same as that
in boring Nova Scotia.

have to borrow that as well. You will
find interest rates on second mor-
tgages, if you can get them, will run
anywhere from 18 percent to 24
percent!

The mortgage companies and the
banks are forced to charge this high
interest rate because they are
having to pay their depositors high
interest, and the Bank of Canada has

increasing its interest rates in

rate will make it harder for more
people to buy.

The hardest hit in that kind of
policy is the middle income, lower

In a report prepared for the
provincial government in 1969 on the
cost of home construction and
housing in Newfoundland, Leonard
W. Kostazek found that the fees here
were comiderably higher than those
charged in New Brunswick and
about twice the national average.

Mr. Mercer maintained that Mr.
Kostazek's figures were no longer
valid since the one-third reduction
on mortgage fees took effect after
his report was compiled.

It takes a lawyer an average 6-8
hours to complete a real estate
transaction, and it is generally much
easier to make arrangements on

new subdivision homes because
searching the property involves less
work than on an older home that has
changed hands several times. This is
not taken into consideration.

However, the lawyer's fee is
calculated on the value of the
property and the time spent in
searching a given property is not
taken into consideration.

The rationale, said Mr. Mercer, is
that the greater the property value,
the greater the lawyer’s risk in the
event a mistake is made and the
solicitor is faced with a claim for

damages.

And how does the law society react
to criticism of its fee schiedule?

Isn't it logical, replied Mr. Mer-
cer, that if the department of justice,
the arm of government to which the
society is responsible, felt the fees
were out of wack, “they’d make us
bring them in line?”

The minister of justice, T. Alex
Hickman, is a lawyer and most
senior officials in his department
are also solicitors.

The legal profession is also amply
represented in the as well as
the backbenches of the ruling
Conservatives and opposition
Liberals.

THE SELLER

If the seller is an individual who is
selling to buy another home, either
here or elsewhere, he wants to get as
much for his house as he can
because he is faced with higher costs
as well. And the more he gets for his
house, the more he can put into the
next one. Remember he is selling a
house at a market value, not
necessarily the value of the house
itself.

However, it is the speculator who
needs the greatest watching.
Because of the shortage of homes,
and because the buying public
seems to be ever willing to spend
more and more, the speculator is in
a position to make a lot of money -
without effort and without fear of
reprisal.

Speculation is rampant in
Newfoundland today, with dozens of
people buying up 50 or 100 homes,
putting a few dollars into the older
ones, holding onto them for a few
weeks, and then selling at enormous
profit. In our free enterprise system,
this man is acting within the law as
long as he pays income tax on his
gains.

If you're buying a house, find out
the previous owner, why he is
selling, how long he owned the
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house, and what it cost him. At least
you can know if you are buying from
a speculator.

Many younger couples are using
the system to pay for their homes.
They build a house, live in it for one
year, then sell it at a profit and build
another one, assuming the costs are
continuing to rise. Again this is legal
providing they pay income tax on
the sale. In the context of the legality
of big speculators driving costs to
enormous heights, it is also ethical.
HOUSING THE POOR

The ability to own your own home
and to speculate belongs to those on
the high income list. Lower down on
the scale are those who have to
nruggle l.o pay the prices set by
those in the higher bracket, but
below (he strugglers are the poor
who don't have the opportunity to do
even that.

A report on a Housing Conference
held in St. John’s in late 1972 said,
“‘Social and economic effects of poor
housing are direct and indirect.
Wretched dwellings are often
responsible for a vicious circle
which begins with impaired health
or initiative and leads to decreased
earnings, to insufficient food and
clothing and ultimately to depen-

not expect our
cripples to run races, but we ask
those who suffer the demoralizing
and debilitating effects of poor
housing to get up and act like
everyone else in society."”

Mrs. Pauline Evans
Mrs. Pauline Evans, once known
as ‘‘Mother Welfare" is still fighting
for the rights of the poor and she
sees poor housing as the basis for
contin poverty.
”}h‘fﬁn you expect a child who

is too cold, to get up in the morning

and do a good day’s work in school?""

. Evans asks. “That child is
expected to perform like all the rest
in the classroom, then he is expected
to work at home, again six to a room,
with the television going. It's not
reasonable to expect that child to
become a performing and con-
tributing citizen when he grows up."

Mrs. Evans and her group have
visited 200 Newfoundland com-
munities in the course of their work
and they find housing conditions
outside the cities to be: as bad as
within the cities. And she told of one
family in St. John's who livedin a 4
room house last winter and a pail
had to be used instead of the
bathroom and the pail was in the
same room with the single bed, the
table, the stove and fridge!

Some families who are found in
this condition are moved by the
departmmt of welfare into boarding
homes. *‘But this means desperation
for everyone,” says Mrs. Evans,
“because this means several
children and the parents in one
room, with inadequate food, and not
even the freedom to make a noise.”

forced. The rich are building in
brand new subdivisions, they are
selling or renting to the middle rich,
those on the lower scale are moving
behind them, and what is leftover
after everyone else has his piece of
pie, is for the poor. Until there are
enough houses for everyone’s needs,
the poor will pay the price of living
in inhuman accomodations.
Providing subsidized rental units
for permanently disabled, or
welfare families, isn't just a matter
of pouring more money into them.
These families have the same needs
and rights as other families, yet
when huge blocks of subsidized units
have been built, they have turned
into ghettos for the poor and to get
out of the poverty syndrome was
made more

constantly
other people in the same boat.

Mrs. Evans and our own Housing
Corporation believes that welfare
families should be housed in regular
housing developments but when
government has openly tried to
integrate these families, they have
met with often violent opposition
from other residents. These people
claim that the presence of welfare
families means a lowering of
community standards and property

values. Yet these same people will
argue, equally violently, that the
government should *‘do something.”"
People shouldn't be expected to live
in substandard housing. ‘‘Build
decent housing for them, but don't
build near me,"” has been the cry.

Mrs. Evans is now operating an
office at 73 Duckworth Street and
would welcome inquiries either for
help or for setting up a branch of her
organization. The phone number is

726-3208 or 726-3449.
WHAT TO REMEMBER IF
YOU'RE BUILDING
YOUR OWN HOUSE

If you decide to build rather than
buy, you will have to buy land, deal
with contractors, face the same
mortgage and legal costs, and you
will have to buy your materials.
There are hazards all along the way.
THE LAND

If you're going to build in any of
the larger centres in Newfoundland
you will find land speculators have
been at work. People have been
buying up land as soon as there is a
hint of a town moving outward. They
hold the land in some cases for a few
years, but in many cases today for a
few months and often get many
times what they paid for it.

The land is there- lots of it. But the
suitable land is all in the hands of an
owner. The government has been
buying some and servicing it for
sale, but not nearly enough to meet
the demand. Contractors say if lots
of land were available to them, they
could build more houses and the
more houses that are built, the
faster will home costs stabilize or
even come down. Individuals who
are buying single building lots are
paying anywhere from $8,000 to
$12,000 for the lot in the major
centres.

Apart from the speculators, the
cost of servicing building lots is
spiralling and driving up the cost of
the land.

THE CONTRACTOR

It is still possible to find a con-
tractor who will give you a price on a
finished home, possible but not easy.

Mr. Doug Baker who calls himself
a small contractor says he wouldn't
sign a contract for $100,000 for any
home because he has no idea what
his costs will be 6 months from now
when that house is finished. He said
he would much prefer building for
specific clients, but he dare not.
First of all he must buy the land that
is available at the price that is asked

|
|
|
i
|
|
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Doug Baker

“or else go out of business.” He must
buy labour, and materials the cost of
which is rising every day.

Doug says contractors don't want
to build single houses, but prefer to
work with 5 or 10 in a row so that
labour and supplies can easily be
juggled from house to house. (The
government’s plan of buying land
and selling lots to individual owners
means that each house must be built
by the owner of the land. Unless 10
neighbours can agree to use the
same contractor, they are going to
find it difficult to find a contractor to
build for them.)

Perhaps you plan to buy the
materials yourself and contract for
the labour. Many labour contractors
too are saying the same thing. They
don't want to sign a contract and
then find the salaries have doubled.
So you are faced with a cost plus
profit arrangement, which means
you have to watch the carpenters,
plumbers and electricians to be sure
they are actually working. (Labor
costs about 40 percent of the total
cost of your house).

All skilled tradesmen are in short
supply, but good carpenters are
scarcer than hen's teeth. Anyone
can pick up a hammer and saw and
call himself a carpenter.

The College of Trades and
Technology offers a 4 year in - school
and on - the - job course which can
equip students to become either
construction carpenters or in - shop
bench carpenters. But they turn out
only 30 students a year.

There is a carpenters union but
they have no r i about the

contracting companies, are
members of the union.

The Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners of America has a branch
in Newfoundland and its organizer
Gonzo Gillingham of Bishops Falls
has been trying, with little success,
to get carpenters to join. They see no
reason why they should join, though
because if there is a strike they can
continue working and if there is an
increase in wages, the non-unionized
will demand an increase everyway.

In the meantime, if you're looking
for carpenters to build your house,
you can only find out if they are

with materials so they won't be
sitting around waiting for the truck
to come.

But suppliers are not happy about
sending out a truck with a few feet of
lumber one day, a bit of roofing
another day, some flooring another
day. They prefer to supply the
contractor who is building at least 10
houses in the one area. As long as
there is a housing boom and sup-
pliers can sell anything they have in
stock, they want to deal with the guy
who is turning over more material
than the individual builder.

qualified after you see the work they The costs of all building materials
do. have gone up, and they vary from
SUPPLY OF MATERIALS firm to firm. We did a little com-
And you are going to have to keep parative shopping and found the
those workers constantly supplied following:
1,000 ft. 155q. (2101b.) Gyproc4 x 8
2x4 Asphalt shingles 1,000 ft.
St. John's firm $285.00 $22.50 sq. ft. $115.00
St. John's firm 315.00 21.25 sq. ft. 116.80
St. John’s firm 315.00 20.85 sq. ft. 126.40
St. John's firm 270.00 19.95 sq. ft. 110.40
Chamberlains firm 285.00 22.50 sq. ft. 110.40
Kelligrews firm 285.00 19.75 sq. ft. 104.00
Corner Brook firm 270.00 19.95 sq. ft. 118.40
Corner Brook firm 280.00 19.95 sq. ft. 118.40
Corner Brook firm 295.00 21.75 sq. ft. 113.60
G_mnd Falls firm 275.00 18.95 sq. ft. 100.80

The man who is buying his own
materials may save by shopping
around, but one person told me he
would never do it again. He feels he
lost money even though his wife did
most of the shopping. She gave up
her job to do the work, so they lost
there. Suppliers didn’t turn up when
they promised which meant many
lost work days and they had to have
the cash to shop around, where they
could have gotten credit to shop at a
few larger firms. The ready cash
meant borrowing ahead of time and
paying more interest.

1t is interesting to note that a few
years ago the cost of il
radiation was about double that of
hot air heating. Today, with the
price of tin gone very high, both
systems are about the same.
Radiation is considered to be the
most effective method of heating a
home.

The supply houses are having
their troubles too. Mr. Dunc Sharpe
of Horwood anber Company says

quality of work their members
perform and very few of the car-
penters, especially in the smaller

the havesetup a

quota system um year. There is a

shortage of many materials,
ially those using petr

products, and United States buyers
are willing to pay any price for
building materials. Dunc says the
result of this is Canadian goods
going to the United States and
therefore the costs to Canadians is
determined by what the Americans
are willing to pay. He told of a friend
who was in Florida this spring and
bought a carload of Canadian made
building materials and had them
shipped back to his company. The
owner of the houses where these

Dunc Sharpe
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materials will be used will have to
pay for the extra cost of shipping the
material to Florida at a profit to the
stuppmgmmpanymdlhemﬂnhnd
supplier; the cost of shipping it back
to Canada, at a profit to the shipper
and the American seller,

goods to someone who is building the
house. Three extra costs were added
on to an already exorbitant price!

Dunc Sharpe puts a major portion
of the blame on the CNR which he
says is not providing enough rail
cars to keep the industry moving.
This has the effect of making it far
easier to ship goods to Ontario and
Quebec or across the border where
trucks can be used economically,
leavlng the Maritimes and

Newfoundland out in the cold.

1t is small wonder the contractor

living. In 1973 he built 30 houses and
made the same living, and says,

““This year, at the rate things are
going right now, I don't know if I'm
going to build more than 10.”

That's an honest statement, and it
brings out one of the very real dif-
ficulties in the supply of homes. If
contractors can make as much in-
come building 10 houses as they can
by building 100, why should they
build 100, considering the risk and
the frustrations.

This year Doug is building shell

and her
Byﬂiaﬂm‘ﬁxeaffllrlﬂs&tledthe

legal profession has collected up to
$2,000

ON'!'HEO'I'HERSIDEOF
THE FENCE— BUILDING

IN RURALNEWFOUNDLAND

Building in rural Newfoundland is
not fraught with as much com-
petition as it is in the major centres.
Therefore housing costs less and is
more within the reach of young
couples and those on less income.
For one thing land either comes free
from the family or is sold for a few
hundred dollars at most.

Then there are probably skilled
carpenters and plumbers in the
family who can help with the
building, or the rates paid to local
tradesmen are not as high as they
arein the city. Again, this is because
there is not as much competition for
their services.

The slower pace of life in the
outports, and the tradition of
building for yourself, means many
people think nothing of building their
own homes. It is expected of them.

The selling of houses in rural
Newfoundland is also far different
than the same transaction in the
city. Few houses are sold because
few people move out and because
there are fewer buyers than in cities
where growth is more rapid and
where mobility is more constant.
When Aunt Kate at the other end of
town, decides to sell her house and
move into Corner Brook with her
daughter, it is a much bigger event
than when she moves into a Corner
Brook street. It may even be months
before the fact is known on that
street and then it is only a casual
incident.

And when Aunt Kate decides to
sell, she has a very limited number
of buyers - if there are any buyers at
all. So she will likely get far less for
her house because there is less
competition in the buying of it. She
won't haveto pay a real estate agent
because there probably isn't such a

person.

Even with these benefits, though,
rural Newfoundland is experiencing
housing problems. The cost of
materials in rural Newfoundland is
as high as it is anywhere else. It is
often higher because smaller buyers
pay higher prices and extra tran-
sportation costs are added on.

And rural people want, and have a
right to expect, just as warm and
comfm-table and modern a home as
his city . None of this
comes cheap and becalue rural
incomes are often less than urban
incomes, the strain of building is

others. They want to own their own
homes, but they don’t want to owe a
bank for it, they want modern living,
wnunmhavmgwpaythemsmt
Many jobs, spech!.ly in fish

go begging because people won't
move to new places where they will
have to give up their own home and
pay either high rent or mortgage
charges. It is becoming a very real
problem.

ALBERT VIVIAN
One man who has had a great deal
to do with housing in
Newiuundland over the past 25 years

is Albert Vi
Newfoundland
housing corporation.
Albert says, “It has long been the
pohcy of government to provide
housing for all its citizens,
urdl of income, jm as they

, Chairman of the
and Labrador

doubtful if they can do that.”
Every man wants more, every
department, every community.
Bigger and better schools, hospitals,
water and sewer systems, roads,
welfare payments, housing, and the
costs of everything are high and
getting higher, but the pie, while
owing too, is not keeping pace.
Major fish plant communities are
constantly in need of new workers,
but workers fear moving because
they will lose their homes and they
may not like the new job. Albert
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believes such places should have
rented accomodation available so
that people can try out the new town
and new plant wn(hout over-

community is an interference that
changes the whole pattern of that
community life. ‘It breaks down the
pride of home ownership so essential
a part of rural life,” he believes.

Subsidized rental units cost the
government more than subsidized
ownership iunits too: When a home
is built for a family, that family is
more likely to take good care of the
house, so less costly materials need
be used in it. When a pane of glass
breaks in a subsidized rental unit, it
must be repaired by the govern-
ment, often by sending a truck and a
carpenter many miles to fix one
window. That doesn’t happen when a
man is paying towards ownership.

Albert maintains a national
housing program does not go far
enough to meet local needs and says
the Provincial Housing Corporation
was set up to take advantage of
federal funds to safeguard an im-
portant facet of traditional
Newfoundland life.

““We are in desperate need of more
and more housing in this province,”
says Albert, “‘and anything that puts
another house in the market is a
good thing.” The corporation is
finding it difficult to attract con-
tractors and is now giving them a
floor price to encourage them to
build under their programs, but then
allowing that contractor to sell that
house on the open market if his costs
rise and he must get more for it. The
corporation also thought of other
measures to get things moving -

getting into the building trade
themselves, or  stockpiling
materials. “‘But you can imagine the
reaction from the trade if we did
that," if we did that,” he said.

THE SITUATION IS BAD BUT

THERE ARE A FEW ANSWERS
NEWFOUNDLAND AND
LABRADOR HOUSING COR-
PORATION (NLHC)

In 1974 the Corporation is hoping to
build 700 units in rural areas with a
total budget of $12,000,000 under a
new Federal Provincial program of
home ownership. According to the
officials, anyone can build a home
under this plan, providing they are
willing to put their own labour, cash
or land into it.

The Corporation is also beginning
a land banking program, plans to

develop 3,000 building lots a year,
there will be a crash program of
public housing in larger centres,
1,500 in 4 years, and they are adding
to CMHC's Assisted Home
Ownership prugram by further
subsidizing the payments.

Basically the dlﬂere:we between
NLHC and CMHC is that NLHC will
go into areas where land tenure is
not absolutely guaranteed. And they
are able to reach to a lower level of
income than CMHC who have higher
building standards and stiffer
regulations. For more information
on NLHC, write them at Elizabeth
Towers, St. John's.

DO IT ALL YOURSELF

One man suggested ( but he isn’t in
the market for a new house) that it
would pay to take a year off from
work and build your house yourself
when you consider the average
home cost of $40,000 and labour costs
running to 40 percent of that. You
could save $16,000 in labour - If you
are a carpenter, a plumber and an
electrician, and if you are not paying
rent and other household expenses in
the meantimne. It would be a bold
step, but not without its headaches.

Keep in mind the facts that sup-
pliers prefer to deal with large
contractors, you need to know a
great deal about the quality of
building supplies, your cost of loss of
earnings will add to the mortgage
cost and if you want to hire parttime
labour, realize that they often cost
more because they know less.
COOPERATIVE HOUSING

Another answer, one still popular,

is to get another 10 or 12 people
together and form a co-op. First the
obligations: You must prove that
you understand the concepts of
cooperatives and that you are able to
do the building. Either have the
necessary trades represented in
your group, or be prepared to hire
professional assistance.

You must be eligible for your loan,
either through CMHC or another
lending institution, and must be able
to afford the needed repayments.

You must present your plans to the
Director of Cooperative Housing, in
St. John's who will have your group
registered. If you are operating
through CMHC, you will need starter
funds since they do not make the
first payment until the foundation is
in place. These starter funds are
available through NLHC.

The Cooperative will own your
house until all are completed and
only then do members take over
individual mortgages. You must be
prepared for a lot of hard work, and
unexpected difficulties. You must
make your plans and stick to them -
no extras along the way, and no
slacking on the job.

There is a lot of paper work to be
done in setting up the coop, writing
briefs and so on, so any group that is
considering the idea should first of
all clear each member with CMHC
for personal lending before setting
off on the long road to applying for
coop status.

To find out the pros and cons of
coop building, we visited a St. John's
group, headed by Derm thleg

Some of the Co-op Group.
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There are 11 members, they
started in December and expect to
be living in their homes by late July.
They paid $10,000 for the land $2,500
for outside labour, will put 1,500
hours each into the job and expect
the total cost will not be more than
$30,000.

Some advantages they found were
- buying in large amounts brought
them cheaper prices, by building
themselves they can be certain both
the materials and the workmanship
are of the best quality, and wurtung

They find the work is even harder
than they had expected and that
when work is done there is no energy
for anything but sleep. This
sometimes gets them in trouble with
their wives who have to keep long
lonely hours with the children. The
wives pitch in and help though with
searching for materials, phoning for
meetings and with the boolkki

The group found they had to gmrd
against overworking themselves,
because working an eight hour day
and then putting in four extra hours
in the evening and more on
weekends, can very quickly wear
you down. They find the hardest
thing to put up with is watching the
house next door go up with four
carpenters working on it full time.

So far there is a good group spirit
and apart from some labour
problems in the beginning when they
hired a inefficient contractor to put
in the basements, all has gone well.

They would like to see
cooperatives more strongly sup-
ported by government as they are in
the Western Provinces. In Alberta
for example the government
provides full time tradesmen whose
job it is to guide cooperatives in
building. This group has had to hire
cnrpenters but they have two
plumbers among them and an
electrician.

One thing is certain. When they
are finished, they'll be able to build a
wreckroom in the basement!

Bern
Ring, Jlm Glynn, Jack
Doug Helley, Gerald Squlrea.
Allison John Hand, Ray

'l‘btyhaveshomplmandwﬂl

(Chester Dawe Ltd.)

agree to deliver all the goods as
needed. If you like their plans, you
can call when the land is ready and
say ‘‘deliver load one' and
everything for the first stage arrives
on the scene. Then you order stage
two, and so on. Costs vary with the
plans, and because of the fluctuating
costs on today's market, the prices
are subject to change if the house is
not finished within 120 days of
signing the contract. However the
firm will guarantee the signed price
within that perio
PREFABRICATED HOMES
Atlantic Design Homes, a sub-
std.lary of Lundrlgana Limlted in
ph llle, is p g

prefabricated homes and shipping
them in two parts anywhere in the
province. You are responsible for
getting the land ready and putting in
the basement. They will deliver,
erect and finish the house. There are
3 plans, each of which can be put
together 2 ways, making six dif-
ferent designs in all. The house is
insulated for electric heat and is
finished with aluminum siding.

Up to this year the company was
permitted to sell their homes
without the buyer having to pay
sales tax. However the sales tax is
now added and this will mean a huge
increase in the cost of the homes.

Building a house in Stephenville.
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cheaper homes are row housing,
apartment blocks and con-
dominiums. Condominiums can be
apartment buildings, row housing or
any style homes where several
people form a company to build
several units, each to be owned by a
member of the company. As yet
there are no condominiums in
Newfoundland because the Act,
which has been passed has not yet
been proclaimed.

Row housing makes the greatest
use of land because it means houses
are joined - there is no space bet-
ween them. It is cheaper for the
consumer, but it means much more
crowding.

These methods, of course, are not
suitable for rual Newfoundland,
unless our life styles change
radically. Newfoundlanders want to

Mobile Homes

Charges range from $15,700, plus together for one home. live in houses not in beehives High
tax to $22,400, plus tax depending on ~ Most municipalities will allow rise apartment living, for example,
the size and the distance from the them, though some require they be )

L. in a proper trailer park setting. They ~to be unfit places to live for children

For more information on these do not enhance a housing sub- under the age of 7. Outport children
homes contact Atlantic Design division which is made up partly of Who have the sea at their front door
Homes, Stephenville, Corner Brook, mobile homes and partly of regular and the forest at their back, would
Grand Falls, and St. John's. housing. find vast limitations in activity if
MOBILE HOMES While these homes cost less, many they were suddenly forced to live in
These came to Newfoundland owners say they are very drafty and an apartment house.
during the war and were popular on quite cramped. You can't changethe AN EXPERIMENT IN
the United States bases. However layout because the furniture is all TREPASSEY P
they are becoming more and more attached and there is no possibility _ Fishery Products Limited in
popular today with the rising cost of of adding new cupboard space. It Trepassey was desperate for more
other housing. In fact one ferry on should be realized as well that while plant workers and in 1969 they built
the gulf is occupied full time in a regular home will increase in 42 homes for rent. The homes were
transporting them. value over the years, these mobile small, 3 tiny bedrooms, a small
They can cost anywhere from homes will decrease in value. living room angi kitchen. Now where
$18,000 up and newer models are OTHER ANSWERS do you fit 6 children, 2 adults and a
doubling in size - 2 full size trailers  Other answers in providing dog?

Housing Corporation Homes, Trepassy
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It wasn't easy, but people ad-
justed, even boarding a nephew or
two during peak employment
periods.

Two years ago the Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing Corporation
took over the units and rent was
subsidized according to the
provincial plan. You paid according
to your income.

Under the plan rents are adjusted
every spring according to the
families income of the year before.
For example, a family with 5
children and earing $500 a month in
1973 would pay $98 a month as of
May Ist, 1974. The same family
earning $300 a month would pay $40
a month, and earing a month
would pay $11 a month. But a family
earning $1,000 a month in 1973 would
pay $250 a month which is the
maximum amount which can be
charged

1f a family found there was a lot of
slack time during any one month,
they muld apply to the corporation

made more, they would not have to
pay more.

During 1973, plant workers in
Trepassey had had an excellent
year, so this spring their rents went
way up. Many families threatened to
leave Trepassey and 5 families did.
They had reason on their side,
arguing that those who work hard
and make more money are
penalized, while the lazy people
have their rent paid for them.

The Corporation, also with right
on their side, argued a man who
earns $1,000 a month is crazy to be
paying the government $250 a month
in rent, but should be putting that
money into owning his own home.
They also argue that government
shouldnt have to be providing
housing for those well able to afford
their own.

The council at Trepassey urged
the government to allow those
presently living in the rental units,
to purchase the units. But the
Corporation believes that if that

for the rent, but if they

they would soon find the

Trepassey .council looking for more
units to be built.

“‘These subsidized rental units are
intended to be a stepping stone,”
says Corporation Chairman Albert
Vivian. “They are provided to ease
the moving stage - let families find
out if they like the new town, the
father find out if he likes the new job.
Once they decide they want to stay
the family should build its own
home. Let them come to us as in-
dividual buyers then, and apply for a
housing loan.”

All parties have right on their side.
It's the kind of problem only a
politician could solve.

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT

We have on hand a limited number
of free booklets called “Federal
Government Programs Relevant to
Tourism Development.” The booklet
outlines how you can take advantage
of these programs. If you would like
a copy drop a line to Decks Awash,
Memorial University, St. John's.

GANDER:

l* Government of Canada Gouvernement du Canada
Assisted Home-ownership Program

Did you know that Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation has an Assisted
Home-Ownership Program to help lower-income families with one or more
dependent children to purchase new or existing houses? Depending on your
income and where you live, the program provides for a low down payment,
long-term mortgage and other assistance.
If you would like to know more, let us know. We would also like to talk to builders
who may be interested in constructing houses under the Assisted
Home-Ownership Program. For builders big or small, the program offers an
opportunity to expand your business and, at the same time, to make more houses
available for more people.

Get in touch now with one of our offices:

ST. JOHN'S: Viking Building MARYSTOWN: PO Box 127
Cr. Wishingwell & Crosbie Roads Marystown, Nfid.
St. John's, Nfid Telephone: 278-1289
Telephone! 753-1262
GRAND FALLS: PO. Box 295
CORNER BROOK:  Commercial Court Building Grand Falls, Nfid
50-52 Main Street Telephone: 489-5893
Corner Brook, Mid
Telephone: 639-9782 HAPPY VALLEY: P.O Box 336

Central Office Building
Suite 2
Fraser Road Gander, Nfid

Telephone: 256-3436

Postal Station A
Goose Bay, Labrador
Telephone 896-2887
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editorial

It remains only to point out what is lacking on the
housing scene. The people are there to build, buy and
sell - all at enormous profits. Lacking is government
initiative, sufficient control over profit making, and a
willingness on the part of all of us to share with the
little guy behind.

We need land. There is plenty of good land around
every town, large and small. But it is in the hands of
speculators, people who will hold on to it until the price
gets high enough. Government could have stopped this
speculation years ago, bought land for low prices and
held it for future growth. Now the price is thousands of
times higher, governments are in a rougher position,
but they are still the only bodies that can tackle the
situation.

Where Crown land is concerned, getting the in-
formation is like pulling teeth. The Division used to
handle 100 applications a year in 1935. Today they
handle 3,000 applications and they still have the same
number on the staff.

The Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Cor-
poration is going to make a small stab at land banking
this year, but if speculators find out where they are
planning to buy, the price will go way up.

Skilled tradesmen are also in short supply. Plumbers
and electricians must be booked days and weeks
ahead, and the shortage of qualified carpenters is
causing many headaches both for individuals building
their own homes, and for the contractors who are
putting up 100 houses.

Make no mistake about it. The housing business is a
good one to be in today - any facet of it. Suppliers are
making enormous profits because materials are hard
to come by. One supply salesman said “I can sell
anything I've got in the store today - good or bad - and
get what I like for it."”

The big businessman is blaming the high costs on the
rising wages he has to pay and the rising cost of his raw
materials. But everyone is saying the same thing and
no one is doing anything about it. Everyone is paying
‘more and getting less and the Federal Government has
been in too weak a position to take any really strong
measures.

The budget that brought on this Federal Election|
made only small commitments to bringing down the|
cost of housing. They announced tax deductions could
be claimed on savings accounts. No mention was made
of strong measures to control profiteering, and the 11
percent sales tax on building materials remains as it}

The Provincial Government, too, has allowed the]
costs to rise without strong measures to protect thef
small consumer. We have to pay another 8 percent]
sales tax on top of the 11 percent sales tax charged on|
building materials, and when labour kicks up a fuss,)
this Government seems to be more interested in)
looking good politically than in taking a strong stand.

When the real estate companies decided to form an
association to promote ethical standards, they did sof
because the large numbers of new companies forced|
the issue. In a competitive situation, quality of per:
formance is possible. This association would never]
have been formed if there weren’t enough real estate|
companies to handle the business.

There is some talk now of a similar association being|
formed among contractors where home buyers will
have some protection. At the moment the only|
protection the buyer has is his own wit. This
association will only come into being when there are|
more than enough contractors to go around.

When building supplies are in plentiful supply, we
may see similar standards set by another association.

And when there are enough houses to go around|
among the rich, housing standards for the poor can be
improved.

It's a small world when higher wages in Florida
mean higher costs in St. Anthony. That is what is
happening though, and there are only two answers to it.
Either governments step in and control profit making,)
or society does an about face and a voluntary price]
control is placed on the goods and services we all offer.
But that's too much to ask. It's only one world, my]
friend, and we’re in it only once. But the way some|
peaple are taking of a runaway Y,
you'd think bank accounts were transferable to that|
other land up in the sky.

Asking for government to take some interest and for
everyone to practice profit restraint - does it sound like
the impossible dream? The whole housing story is
unreal.

ANYONE FOR FARMING?

Courses and degrees in
Agriculture are available to
Newfoundlanders in Nova Scotia.
There is a 5 year degree course
and a 2 year technical course,

The Newfoundland Govern-
ment helps pay expenses for the
degree course by a §1,000. grant

For more information write —
Ross Traverse, Department
Forestry and Agriculture,
Confederation Building, St.
John's.

August’s issue of Decks
Awash will deal with one of
Newfoundland’s forgotten
coasts — the Southwest
Coast. Watch for it!

APOLOGIES

The February issue carried a
story on Local Ferries on Page 24
and 25. In that article it was said that
Mr. Michael Ryan of St. Brendans
received a subsidy of $45, 175. Mr.
Ryan points out that either this
figure is incorrect, or his name
should not appear.

He turned the business over to
Winston Saunders in March of 1973
and Mr. Ryan's latest subsidy Tor
operating the ferry was §17,500
during 1972,

A story in this issue about the
Miss Confederation contest tells
how 2 judges were charged by
some women liberationists as
exploiting the female form by
taking part in an affair that they
thought of as being ‘“bemeath
their contempt.” The girls that
the judges spoke to disagreed
with this viewpoint, and your
editor, who was one of the judges
believes there is only one dif-
ference between the women
and the average

We wish to to Mr.
Stanley Gillingham whose picture
appears as Frank Greening on page
19 of the April issue of Decks Awash.
We apologize as well to Mr.
Greening for this ~ase of mistaken
identity.

Newfoundland woman. We have
been liberated for years — it’s
just that our men didn’t know it!

What do you think? Drop us &

L line, ]
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Gros Morne again !

Within 20 years 560,000 people and $9 million a year
will be coming into the Gros Morne Park, but the big
money lenders, the Industrial Development Bank and
the Newfoundland and Labrador Development Cor-
poration don't believe the area has any basis for
making large investments.

These were the two big factors to come out of a
seminar held in Norris Point during April which was
sponsored by the Gros Morne Local Advisory Com-
mittee and financed by the Gros Morne Provincial
Authority.

About 150 residents turned up at the two day
meetings, but there were protests about the lack of
interest shown by the Hg money people and Norris
Point’s Cmmvumty uncil Chairman Reg Williams,
remarked, “They're talking about a mnlh-mxlllm
dollar project,and we couldn’t get past the $2,000 and
$10,000 brackets here today.”

Mr. Williams was right. There is a lack of concern on
behalf of Government for what is going on in Gros
Morre. In fact, many people at the seminar felt the
whole thing was a public relations job for the Park. No
discussion took place about the rights of the people, no
time was allowed for that. ‘ﬂcverydear indication of
a and confi ism in the area
wumallowedtobedﬂscnsaed The seminar was
saying, “Get their minds on what they’ll get out of it
and off their losses.” The format was clearly directed
to commercial exploitation yet it was pointed out many
times that the people had no right to develop anything
because it is still impossible to get permission to put a

porch on your house. A plan for Norris Point
develupmenl. for example, has been in the hands of the
Urban Planning Division of the Department of
Municipal Affairs and Housing for two years now.

l!!hesmﬂmrhopedtoacmmplm anything con-
crete in the way of development, it was clearly a
failure. Resource people were present from the
Provincial Government who could tell “‘what the
programs are, if you can fit into them,” but actual
discussion of concrete did not come about.
For one thing there wasn't time for this, and the in-
formation about what was actually allowed and
possible was not forthcoming.

There were four major Workshops - Tourist
Development, Crafts, Fishery and Grants and Loans
from Government.

From the Tourist Development Workshop came
definite needs. Tourist homes and motels will be
needed, but one man told of a frustrating and futile
attempt to get Government interested. The need for
training personnel for caterers was obvious but the
Park officials had been having difficulty in prying
loose the single competent person on Ottawa’s staff for

this purpose.
Mr. William Linley spoke of the need for repair shops
for damaged tents, boots, lamps and other equipment.

His comment about the small return on investment in
this type of operation did not encourage response,
although he pointed out it is this kind of operation that
keeps the visitor a few days longer. Some small
projects were suggested by the group, such as the
provision of historical booklets, Where to Go and What
to Do, brochures and small local entertainments. But
no concrete proposals for taking advantage of the
larger needs was reported.

From the Fisheries Workshop came reports of a lack
of interest in forming fishermen's co-operatives and in
selling to tourists. People were more concerned with
the loss of Unemployment through this method of
selling than with looking into the idea of selling
specialty fish for triple the price and more, paid by
regular buyers. Encouragement to look into the

il was weak and

‘When asked how many fishermen were operating in
the Gros Morne area, the Workshop was told the
Federal Fisheries Department had a list of fishermen,
but this list was not in the hands of the Provincial
Fisheries Officers. The group told of several LIP

projects for fisheries improvements which had been
turned down without reasons given. If the reason is
that Gros Morne is a special area which will have
special programs under special guidelines, these
“‘special™ reasons should be made clear to the people
who are concerned. The resource people present
seemed not to be aware of any “‘special” plans but told
ﬁ: programs they have been toting all over the

There is a serious lack of planning and co-ordination
and ion in the whole of the
fishery in the Park area. There was an underlying
implication that Park officials would prefer to see
fishermen make their living in the future by operating
guided tours, cod jigging for ‘sports” providing fresh

catches for the visitor, posing for the cameras. If this is

the case the people should be informed of this, and then
allowed to respond to the plan. As it now stands they
are trying to fit into Government plans which are
designed for the whole island which may well not be
available to Gros Morne fishermen at all.

In the Craft Workshop, delegates were struggling
with an effort to get the most out of the tourist dollar
but they wondered if the Government would allow
development of sheep farms for the production of wool.

in unfair competition to

private enterprise which had been set up with much
hard work and financial struggle. They the
desire to set up emnbmﬁoncnﬂ,wochm and bakery
, but if they could’c of

a ready sale for their goods. If people are expected to
put time, money and effort into. providing a store with
salable goods, they must have some assurance of a
return on their investment. But if Government puts
money and training expertise into an enterprise, will
the effort be quality conscious and will the feeling of co-
operative ownership be realized? And where does the

(Continued on page 22)
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(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 20)
unfair competition with private enterprise come into
the picture? Not everyone has the ability, capital and
drive that has been evident in the Woody Point Craft
Shop.

It was from the Loans and Grants Workshop that the
wnmerncamlbo\null(olblgmmeymmmgmun

THE GANDER RIVER BOATSMAN

The River's lazy for a while.
And altogether without guile.
Perhaps for more or less a mile
But shallows then and whirls and rolls.
By scattered rocks and over shoals.

Till hampered so by rocks that mass
Tol}nnﬂer the frustrate its pass

the one side and only
on the other. When discussion took place about actual
another Gov: Department,
Municipal Affairs and Housing, came into the picture.
They have rules too that must be obeyed, but that
leaves the entire development of the Park in the hands
of different government controls, and without real
input from the people who are being forced to live with
something for which they never asked. When one man
asked who gave the Government the right to tell him he
couldn't put a porch on his house, he was told the
Provincial Government had given that right to the
Federal Government through representatives of all the
councils in the region Inhgmn(thelackduln-
munication that has been prevalent throughout the
whole building of the Park, one wonders just what
these elected representatives thought they were giving
away. Did they know the whole plan from beginning to
end? In fact, did anybody know? Even Park officials
today have trouble getting permits to build and are in
the dark as to just what rules and regulations will
actually apply in the Park.

The Park officials present expressed willingness to
talk to anyone who wanted help of any kind, but once
again these talks will take place in isolation and
development will take place in an individual,
piecemeal manner.

As was noted at the closing of the seminar, the
lifestyle of the people concerned was not discussed at
any time, and little opportunity was given to an ex-
pression of the great confusion that exists. It was a
money-minded conference that talked only pittances
and totally ignored someof the basic concerns of a
people whose lives are now in a state of controlled
upheaval. If it was development from the grass roots
level, they brought the manure but somebody forgot
the seed.

Decks Awash Editor

INUIT ~ Continued
Usitsakagaluagutta tlngx]uukkuugmkajunik
asingit

Lujuigumajut uhmk ikkaumainnagialiit.
Mnnmﬂmnk tujuutiit utakkititaukattamata. Amma
allalitsijuk tikittailiinnamijuk, unuttunut sunatuin-
nanut putjllummntklm Kan:llm-vungx ‘wugini alla

unuttuni

Uvagut inuit Labradorimut kangaulimmat kisiani
 Jugsl

katt agiamik

Tamaani Labradorimi inulisimajut inuit ikkasutsi

Uvagulli
qllnaujanlunnl.k millioniniijunik
unik mmnimlfc‘}nad amijuni.

tusagatta

atujaukattat
aqqutinillu.

denied a route
or passage of grave dispute
It heaps and swirls above its walls

Until it meets the shoals again.
But all the while its waters scorch.
The shadows of the silver birch.

The River rests, falls and flows.

As varible as wind that blows

But there is no trick its ripples pose
More than the Gander river boatsman knows.
His boat as he is lean and strong
And constant as wine with

For as alert to his rare skill

Or translate of his very will.

She darts among the rocks and slides
Along the Curling Narrow tides.
Although a hair no more devides
Disaster from her blossom sides.
Until she scrapes all three of them
In water tranquil as a psalm.

Oh boatsman, boatsman, though we say you're paid
For work that seems like play

And ask you why you do not stay and live it up the
gallant way

We understand why you look grave

If there be little you can save.

Against the Fall when skies are gray.

Your boats hauled up and stowed away.

We too can see that all's not gay.

Through freeze up months in Gander Bay.

Stanley Gillingham
Ex Gander River Boatsman
'

HAIL HAIL —NODON'T
Anhnewtheqndelndthzdlbber.
The rake and the fork and the hoe!
lwieldﬂt m with passion
To add to my ration
And give fat hthuuublm
A salute to t!nnmlndlhemhine
The dew and the heat and the soil!
If I praise them enough
They may do their stuff-
Amlmypwdplnlqm’tmdl.

Gilean
mm-MymepadM.
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ANEW TRANSPORTATION
POLICY?

Canada doesn’t have a tran-
sportation policy, and we all know
how poor all systems are in
Newfoundland and how our economy
suffers as a result.

In March this year, Mr. Jean
Marchand, then Minister of Tran-
sport, said, “If you look at the size of
this country and the distribution of
its population, you will see that you
cannot have a transportation net-
work  which is  economic
everywhere. You cannot have an
economic system of lranspoml.ion
to service those regions of the
country where the population is very
thin and which are remote from the
centre.

““If we want to progress in the field
of transportation in thje future we
have lo manage (ransportation in
Canada....(we have to find out)
what the people are expecting; what
kind of services we have to give
them and where we have (o give that
service to meet the expectations.”

We are now in the middle of a
federal election campaign which
may result in a new Minister of
Transport for Canada. Why not
tackle your local candidates on what
their policy will be if elected. If you
can’tfind him, Decks Awash will be
glad to pass on your comments.

The October issue of Decks Awash will take a look at how Newfoun-
dland has benefitted or otherwise, from Confederation. We would like to
make it an all-Newfoundland lune and have it written endrdy by our
readers. We invite all groups, clubs,

- everyone, to take part. Please write and let us know how your area, or
or how your life, has been affected by Confederation with Canada.

To thank you for your grouble, we will pay 2 cents a word for every
article used. You needn’t worry about good English, or whether your
opinion is good or bad, or whether it represents anyone
mhuvalne-ndwenmln hear about it. We only ask that yon send
in your articles as soon as possible.

Don’t forget. WHAT HAS CONFEDERATION MEANT TO YOU? Send
it to Decks Awash, Memorial University, St. John’s.

but yourself. Your

BOOKS ON NEWFOUNDLAND

The Institute of Social and Economic lmmh at Memorial has some

very readable books about

Among the books :ulllble are three nl‘bo‘l northeast Newfoundland. One

called Cat

is in fact not about

Cat Harbour, but a comwnnuy that is familiar to all of us.

Cat Harbour is a fictious name and the book gives us a ;rnl deal of in-
teresting social history about the community. Price $7.00.

Cato Wadel’s book “Now, Whose Fault is That” is a very readable book
about unemployment and welfare as seen through the eyes of “George.”

Price $4.00.

Robert DeWitt has done a paper about Fogo called Public Policy and
50.

Community Protest: the Fogo Case. Price $2..

These plus the leaflet on other

books and are

available from the following address:

Publications Secret:

ary
Institute of Social and Economic Research
ial U of

St. John's

The last word

is yours . ..

Dear Editor:

In a recent issue of ‘“Decks
Awash" a comment was made on
Cod Gill Nets.

It is my opinion that whoever
wrote this knows actually nothing
about them.

In the first instance a Cod Gill Net
will not float. Second, when fish get
in a net especially for any length of
time they will most certainly tangle
very badly. Under no circumstance
will a net come to the surface of the
sea. But to say that a net will keep
coming to the surface and sink again
etc. for twenty to fifty years is just

the year.

Everyone will agree, however,
that Gill Net fish are inferior quality
to trawl fish, especially if
can't be hauled every day. Any area

very slimey. This is all due to the
fish being strangled.

Sincerely,

Stan Fiander

Coomb's Cove

Fortune Bay

Decks Awash,
Extension Service
Memorial University,
St. John's.

Dear Editor:

Thank you for your publication,
Decks Awash, I find it a very in-
teresting paper. The rticle on Ghost
Fishing was very interesting. I think
most people would agree that not
enough research has been done on
Gill Nets.

As you know most fishermen
(longliners) on the Northeast Coast
use the Gill Net, and I am sure that

where shrimp are ;ienllful ﬁsh
usually last less than ty

hours. Even over a shorter period
Net fish will generally have a
washed out look, especially around
the fins. The head of the cod may be
a darker shade than the remainder

the nets delighted if something was
available.

Gill Nets are very costly, and it is

a very exp but it is

still a good way to catch fish.
With reference to Gill Nets
loose from the bottom and
floating, I doubt this very much, and
they certainly would not catch much
fish if this did happen. These nets
would be tangled too much.

Nets in deep water, 150 to 200
fathoms certainly will not float up,
and I doubt if they will catch much
fish after the ﬂrsl amount of fish get
in.

Many nets have been lost in this
area, and some of them have been
recovered. I know of one fisherman
who recovered a fleet of Gill Nets
after eight months in the water.
‘There were no fish in this gear, and
this fisherman put that gear back in
the water that same day.

I've been involved in this fishery
for six summers, and I agree, that in
some cases bad fish is produced, but
there is a lot of good fish produced.

herman

that he has at least two nights
fishing on all of his nets. Example, if

T would not want to see the Gill Net
Fuhery banned on this coast, until a
better system is brought in and I
thmthatmsugmngwtakeqmma
while.

Sincerely yours,
Alexander Cull
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‘The northern Nfld. outport fishery'

By RAMOND ELLIOTT
ST. ANTHONY EAST

This fishery is a complicated
process, involving community
development, methods of working
and lelm\ng the trade, a natural
selection of people best suited for it,
and its efforts to adjust to fit a
changing society. Less than fifty
years ago an outport lifestyle con-
sisting of fishing complemented by
gardening, cattle raising, hunting,
logging etc. to provide the essentials
was labelled the inshore fishery. In
recent years a specializing process
has nearly eliminated everything
except the fishing operation itself.
A greater load was placed on the
actual fishing when it had to provide
enough money to buy the things
originally self produced. A careful
sludy shows that about five or six
and dollars yearly is needed to

buy the things obtained in the old
way. The inshore fishing operation
itself wasn'l able (o earn this money.
Many ‘people went searching for
jobs, where their income could buy
whal they needed. The old system,
which had developed in isolation,
over many years, became unat-
tractive, perhaps because of the
variety of work or it was over-
shadowed by the, newer more
glamorous, modern, technical
trades. The trend away from
cultivated methods became so great
that it was believed to be impossible
to get an elementary education in
the outports, which lo cen-
tralized  schools.  Industrial
development, even of such close
proximity as boatbuilding
emigrated away from the fishing
community. It was considered a
disgrace and a waste for an
educated person ta work in fishing
except for related government or
business administrative jobs.
Education itself was considered a
sure release from the fishery. The
outport fishery became a desolate
industry, deprived of modern

lifestyle, neither was it a job that
could bring returns competively with
other trades.

The foregoing, together with an
aura of superiority in city living and
a definite feeling of ignorance and
inferiority that the outport people
attributed to themselves led to a
mass move to larger towns. In a few
years the outports became either
ghost towns or derelict com-
munities. Some of them were places
where the men went away to work
and returned following the usual
autumn lay off to spend the winter
with their families.

However, there was a demand for
food and fish products, enabling
some people lo persist at the fishery.
This led to an ironic twist. It would
be fair to assume that the departure
of many fishermen would ease
pressure on the fishing grounds.
This wasn't so. The fisherman who
tried lo earn more money bought
more fishing gear. Where six men
worked two cod traps and two or
three salmon nets in the past, the
later day fishermen worked three or
four cod traps and four or five
salmon nets, together with perhaps
twenty gill nets, The six man crew
became a rnny. and the bare
minimum of four men worked this
extra gear. They could do it because
there were no gardens to do, no hay
to cut, no firewood or extensive
fishing rooms to build. The fishing
rooms were needed, but the great
need to earn money. left little time
1o work on the land. Also the make
up of a fishing crew was changing.
Shoremen became fewer and fewer,
The result was a smaller crew
working more gear and needing
more productive fishing ground.

There are lwo offshoots to the
outport fishery. One is the
traditional move to fishing grounds
on the Labrador Coast. The other is
the recent development of a
fleet which quickly

3 and
planning. No longer was it a

changed to gill-netters. Here we see
another o ter-

Decks Awash has in-
formation on government
departments which make
loans and grants to groups
and individuals. If you
would like a copy of this
information, write Decks
Awash, Memorial
University, St. John’s.

minology - These boats are still
called longliners while in reality
they are punnlni a quite different
fishing method.
chmge to gill-netting was
partly because there is no need for
shore based boat facilities -
especially true on the Labrador. The
is a more self
unit than the Iunguner There is less
tedious job of

work also with the
trawl baiting ellmimted

Those larger expensive boats do
much of their fishing on inshore
grounds. Also the smaller boats
can sometimes do quite well where
the gill-netter cannot pay expenses.

It is fair Lo say, nevertheless, that
the longliner type boat is an
proved method of fishing. They have
greater range, provide ac-
commodation for the crew and are a
more comfortable and an easier
way to fish. The fishermen make a
living on them. Fish plants have a
more uniform supply of fish. The
fish are larger than those caught by
other methods

The longliner type boat is not a
good investment. The fleet depends
entirely on Government subsidy
which puts it on an unpredictable
footing. Also this type boat was
another blow to the outport com-
munity. It was better for the crews
and their families to live in larger,
better serviced towns. Much of the
fishing was done away from home,

In comparing a town with the
outport from an employment
standpoint we see that towns create
jobs to provide services to local
people. The outport has demands
upon it to harvest the natural
resources.

It takes a hardy type of people to
work close (o nature, Here, man is
not the master. We cannot air
condition the great outdoors nor can
we calm the storm, or temper the
climate. When fish are scarce we
must exist as best we can. When we
destroy a forest quickly the backlash
may be measured in human misery.
People best suited to this type of
work are generally those horn to and
reared up in the peculiar conditions.

It seems that outport fishing
communities must be rather small
unless other industry is more
decentalized. The fishing ground can
support a limited number of people.
Fishing grounds are apparently
misunderstood by Government and
business policy makers. Actually a
very small percentage of the water
area is fishing ground. Different
species have different habitats and,
knowledge learned over the years
enables fishermen to know when and
where o fish. The inshore fishery in
the north takes fish only during part
of their - migratory cycles.
means that the inshore grounds are
only stocked with fish for part of the
year. The best fishing is usually
during the spring and fall with a
slow period in midsummer,
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