
' <Mume III o.-t

,ugu~'. 1974

Decks
Awash

The Southwest Coast
Its communities,

its people

Published by

the ~. \Ic llsio n Services, Mcmuli~l Univerr.ilyof Newfou ndland



The Reid lots
The province has swapped just

aver ~ million dollars for half a
million acres of our province
dollars Ior doughnuts, )'00 might
say. Ian Heid said his company has
given up rights to all holdings except
the mineral and water rights. "Some
of the land is worth $1,000an acre,"
said the Premier as he gestured
meaningfully fowards the pile of
deeds befcrehim. Mr. Moores had
called a press conference so that
citizens could behold, in pictures.
the historic exchange.

Members of the press present.
asked the normal questions. when'
the land is. what value it has on the
market. what will happen to it now;
and the gr-imy one. "Does the dif­
Iereocc between the original asking
price of -16million and the sale price
of $-1 million represent the value of
your mineral and water rights?

~o one knows the real value of the
Iieid land. The r'remier flippantly
referred to Mr. Reid's giving up a
lew rabbits for his lower price, and
the press. knowing they will never

"now the real story, treats thewbote
matter with a tongue-in-cheek at.
titude. In fact. J think they'd like to
see the whole issue die down,
because there is more behind the
story than meets the eye of the
camera, and finding the actual facts
would be a costly chore and dam
hard work.

Then- is litUe doubt that con
tributing to the value of the present
sale were the vociferous citizens'
J.:fOUp in xtcel Ilarbour, present
market trends. and a political
capitalizing on "Newfoundland for
vewtoundlanders"

Though the)' have sold half a
million acres of land. Reids still
have a sizable pocket of goodies.
The)" still hold 200,000acres of land
in the Red Indian Lake area and
they are now suing Price
Newfoundland Ltd. for repossession
of that property. They retain water
power rights on one million acres on
the west coast, outside of the
Humber River drainage. And they
have retained the mineral rights on
all properties, including the half

million acres just sold, on the 200,000
Red Indian Lake acres and on the l.;
million acres that were previously
sold to other companies. such as
Bowaters in Comer Brook for a total
of about two and one half million
~~r~·

The value of these holdings,
again, willdepend on what minerals
are found, if any, who might want
the power potential in years to come.
the mood of the people and the
political atmosphere prevatltng
when the issue strikes again. And
the issue will strike again when the
time is ripe for the Heid Company.
'They know what they are about, just
as did their forefather, the railway
builder

Both gentlemen at the press
conference agreed the matter of a
price of Heid's water and mineral
rights is still a thorny one. ,\Ir
xtceres said the government is
waiting for a report on the pruvin­
ce's mineral resources before any
further discussion on this can take
place.

So, ., while we can now sa)" we
own a little more of our island. we
can also look forward to a few more
Juicy stones when someone
discovers the Reid Company is
sitting on some valuable mineral ­
something like silica for instance
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Two
fish

markets
After many years of battles. for

and against . St. John 's finally has a
fish market. Cape St. Mary 's
Seafoods. owned and operated by
~ike Maher. from freshwater ,
Pla centia . and John Hurley. "
from North River . Conception Bay ,
opened in ear ly July and business
has been even greater than they had
antici pated.

Supplies for the plant don'1 come
from St. John 's fishennen. many of
whom 81iU market their catch in
Steers Cove from wheelbarrows.
Fish comes mainl y from other parts
of the Avalon Peninsula. with the
company trucking it as far as 100
miles away.

A larg e variety of fish is carried
and prices range from 40c a pound
(or whole codfish to $2.50a pound for
scallops. John Hurley says the
market means the middle man is cut
ou and therefore prices can be
lower than average supermarket
prices while maintaining the high
price paid to fishermen .

50 percent of the market's
customers are resident non­
v ewtound landers and tourists. John
says the Newfoundland shopper is
not used to market shopping and the
concept willtake a while to catch on.
lie also points out that fishmarkets
all over the world open at 7 a.m. and
close about noon so that processing
for the next day's fish can becarried
on during the afternoon . Right now
the market is open 10 or 12 hours a
day because people come at all
hoW>
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Seven people are employed in all
facets of the market, picking up the
fish, p-ocessrng it and selling it.

The biggest problem they have is
the continuous supply of fish. In the
trap season. one man 's cat~ would
keep the market supplied 10 cod.
OUtside of that, they can take the
entire catch of several fishermen,
but they are competing with the fish
plants for their supply.

They are paying high prices for
the fish - but only for that fish that is
in perfect condition. Cod fetches
anywhere from 10 to IS cents a
pound, depending on whether it. is
clean, bled, and not pierced With
prongs, and also on the supply of
fish. John said if he wanted 2,000
pounds of fish and there was only
1,000 JXIWlds available. he 'd pay 20
cents a pound for it. ,

No government money went mto
this plant . but only private foods,
and John says it isn't easy to borrow
money in this province for any
project with the least J:it of risk
involved. But he believes the
operation is a viable ooe and when

Storey'. fl.h
market

Portugal Cove '
Portugal Cove also has a fish

market this year for the first time
and business is better than was ever
anticipated. The market was the
idea of Cove fishermen . who talked
the Storey family irto getting it
going. The Storey family is one of
the oldest in St . John's and this
branch has been li~ in Portugal
Cove for about S years . Store

asked if the y had approached
governm ent for a loan, he said ,
" an)1hing that is viable, why do you
need the government to back it? One
fish market for 150,000people who
can' t get a fresh fish. has to be
viable ."

Plans for the future would see a
complex. selling all kinds of fresh ­
fish, vegetables, fruit and Uieyhave
approached council for permission
to open the expanded market.

They also plan a floating seafood
restaurant and hope to have their 150
foot schooner at least partly
operational by the end of the sum­
mer , perhaps serving crab and beer .
However, finding a suitable place to
tie up the boat may be a problem .
They have space near National Sea
Products, but the offal from that
plant is still going into the harbour
and the smell would not attract those
on the bunt for a seafood meal .

If you're planning to drop into the
shop, you're well advised to shop
early in the morning . You'll get a
fish caught that morning - and you'll
come back.

manager is Howard Storey and he is
flanked by 6 brothers and sisters, the
YOWlgest of whom is 8 year old.
Dorothy .

Most of the stock for the market
comes from Portugal Cove fisher­
men, trIless they rWl short . In that
case they have to go further along
the Conceptioo Bay shore . The
market is paying lOeto nc a pound
for gutted fish , but only for that fish
which is of the highest qualit y. No
fish can be sold which is caught the
day before nor which is marked by

S~~ nex t pag t!
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prongs . Trap fish is either filleted or
sold whole. and gill net Iish is
usually salted . They are smoking
thei r own salmoo and it sells for

~ 1'1.95 a pound - a product that could
fetch ~.OO in Montreal .

Customers in the shop say that we
Newfoundlanders don't realiz e how
fortunate we are in being able to get
really good, fresh fish every day ,
and at such reasonable prices . The
market is also selling to St. John ' s
restaurants, and these people say
that for the first time, they can see a
steady supply offish of all kinds. The
fishermen of the Cove say the
market is doing a great job (or them,
but they wonder how long it will last.
" I 'erhaps tis to good to be true,"
said one man .

Like the St. John's market, this
one has no government backing .
'Ibis is suprising since it is this kind
of thing the Newfoundland govern­
ment should be very keen on star­
ting . It is providing the Newtoun­
tD.and Consumer with a steady
supply of fresh fish - somethin g new
to us - and it is providing an alter­
nate market for the fishermen. We

seem to be fast approaching the day These two local markets. 51
when plants and markets will be .Iohn's and "ortugal tc ve, are
txdding for fish stocks , and because operating successfully . though not
the small market is sellin g directly without their headaches . Hisk
to the public. the y can pay the capital is not easy to come by, and
fisherman a higher price . and slill that is saying that the financial
provide a commodity at a cheaper world does not believe such en­
price to the conswner . terpetses can be viable. Is this

Is it possible that inshore fish can another indication of a centuries-old
be marketed locally . with outlets on view of the Iish business that sees it
the Canadian mainland, while the as a poor man's world, and a job if
foreign mark • can rely solely on the there is no other way to earn a
lOOJ{liner and trawler fishery? living '! Time we changed all that"

ri-

Native Association
holds first annual meeting

"Most of the land our ancestors
occupied is now developed by
companies and the point has been
reached where all our livelihood
such as fishing, hunting and trap"
ping have been forestalled due to the
so-called 'progress' o( these
developments." So spoke Bart Jack,
President of the Native Association
of Newfoundland and Labrador at
the opening session of the first an­
nual meeting.

During the 3 day event, held in
Gander in June, 504 Delegates and 22
visitors rubbed shoulders, matched
wits. and struggled for the future of
the association and the rights of the
nati ve people in our province ,

One controversial issue was the
future home of the Association of­
fice . President Bart Jack wanted it
in Labrador, " where it could keep in
touch with the people it serves."
Marilyn John, who had been the
Secretary-Treasurer, wanted an
office in St. John's, "where we can
have daily contact - with govern­
ment" . The issue was decided by
having two offices. One in Happy

Valley from which the President and fact that the new houses being built
Second Vice-President would work ; are not suited to the severe weather
and one in 81.John' s from which the condition s in northern winters. lie
First Vice-President and the said older homes had a porch for
secretary-Treasurer would work. storin g boots and gear, but the doors

Some growing pains were of the newer houses open directly
evidenced during the meetings in a from the kitchen into the winter
lengthy debat e on Constitution and winds and snow. " Weather con-­
By-laws. Thorn ': issues such as ditions have not changed, " said
membership fees and the rights and Rupert, "and housing design should
responsibilities of the Executiv e, not chan ge either."

~~~~i~~~~~tw7~th~lca:a~; Nati ve people from other

being the earmark. ~~~~f: to~~~~ing~~y ~~~:
r~eq~::th~c:e~~~~m ~~t:~ of t.he frustrations and triumpm. of
delegates, se rved to make the their groups: The new orgamzalt~n
meeting a stirring ore . Many of the ~ was learning .t~ tackle . their
speakers, thougl. using the un- problems by aVOldmg the mistakes
familiar English tongue , eloquenUy others had mad e.
expressed their desire to take part in Ther e was a strong sentim ent
the progress of the Canadian nation. expr essed about the lack of mention
One man, Rupert Evans from of native Canadian s in our history
Makkovik deep in northern books. Kermot Moore, National
Labrador, told of some of the con- President of the Native Council of
cerns of his Eskimo people. Having --Canada , said Mexican history books
thanked the government for all they begin their story 1,000 years before
had done in building and repairing the coming of the white man, and
homes, heexpressed concern for the this should also be true in Canada.



DECKS
AWASH

N ewf ound land
Federation of Agriculture

" It's high tim e 1'iewfoundland
fanners got together to solve some
of their problems," says old-time
fann er Hollaee Dutfitt . Hollace is
the newly elected Chainnan of a
Provisional Board that was set-up to
look into all aspects of setting up
such an organ ization .

The founding meetin g was held in
Gend er in June , and at that time
more than seventy fa rmers from all
over the Provinc e took a hard look at
their s ituation in relation to farm er s
of other provinces

In xova Scotia, for instance, the
Federation has its represen ta tives
sit in on all policy decisions that
affec t their livlihood. The)" promote
programs that could benefit the

Nati ve
Association

Continued from previous page

Native land claims were discusse d
and the Association has rec eived a
grant of $68,000this year to car ry out
resear ch on land ownership in
Labr ador , on the Lower Churchill
and the Makkovik Rivers, and
surro unding Nain. On the island the
research will look in to la nd
owners hip on Conne River where
most of the Isla nd 's Indian and
Metis population res ides

other plans for this year include
ex tensive home building and
repairs, in conjunction with eMilC
and with the Labrad or Services
Division of the Provinc ial Govern­
rnent.

Educat ion for nati ve peoples was
also discussed and the resu lts of a
recen t survey in Conne and Nor­
thwest Rivers showed tha t of 215
people between the ages of 15and 30,
only 13had mana ged to get toGrade
XI. Of these only 7 had gone to
Univers ity, and only 16 were per­
manently employed , The
Association is aware of the problem
and this year will look for a ~rant to

farmer , and the} have established
ma ny tax exemptions for livestock
and equipment. The Nova Scotia
I' eder ation is also affiliated with the
National Fede ration, which has done
so much for the wheat farmers of
Weste rn Canada

The Honourable Ed Maynard, the
Ministe r or Forestry and
Agric ult ure. says such an
organization is essential for the
future of agr iculture in I ewfoun­
dland. He said when farmers speak
to Government no", the} do so as
individuals with no strong voice
behind them. And he believes that if
the farmers band together many
benefits can be Iound. such as
getting Government monies to
expand, using (;overnment ex-

find out the reasons for it and what
can be done about it.

Other plans for this year "ill in­
elude the hiring of field staff. and the
publication of a regular newsletter
in English, Eskimo and Indian. They
are now seeking an editor for the
paper, preferably someone of native
descent

Highlight of the conrerence was
the election of officers. which was
conducted with full regard to
par liamentary procedure. Bart Jack
of Northwest River in Labrador was
re-e lected as President; Marilyn
.rohn retiring Secretary Treasurer
was elected as First Vice-President.
Tony Penasbue of . orthwest Inver
was re-elected as Second Vice­
I'resident and Helen ~itchell of
Comer Brook got the job of
Secretary Treasurer.

The Association hopes the coming
year will be even more successful
than the last. One big job they have
is to inform other Newfoundlanders
about the ir people and their hopes. If
you want to know more about them
get in touch with Bart Jack at 946­
835u in Northwest River or Marilyn
.John at i53-2286or 1'.0. Box 1195in
St. J ohn's , or write Decks Awash,
Memorial University Extension
Serv ice. 21 King's Bridge Hood, St.
.rohn's .

peruse to guide planning. and af­
fecting Government policies.

lie strongly recommends the new
association not look for Governmen t
funding for the asscctatior- itself
because he says, "When Govern­
ment money goes into such a group,
it ends up being a Gover nmen t
associa tion, not a pressure gr oup for
farmers. whic h is what i t should
be."

Up to now,Newfoundland farmers
have neve r worked together and
they have lost a great dea l because
of this. It is essenLial, however, that
;111 farmers get involved and support
their Federation. For more in­
rormetton. write the Newfoundland
federation 01Agriculture, P.O. Box
!1J96. St. John's, or phone 722-2953.

MARIL fA' Jail,\" suT~iU'd l'isilOf"Swhen
51,r",os nc",cd 01'" oofgoillK I'ice-~f's·

ident Philip kJJe.-r. They Ihoughl 0
""Ql7lQncouldn 'f ""in Ih,. position.

B.4RT JAO:, amghl ina pcmil'" mood,
lie will 5f'n'r !lis 5Ccolld term es Pnni­
dent.
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For the I st time ­
A school in Norman Bay

\\rittenby;
\Ured \\ ard. Kay \\ ard,

I enora \\ ard. Jessie Ward.
Haymond Ward
Heather Keith

stiff cardboard. TIlis is their word
for the day to pronounce. print. sing
out. spell or fight about. Then from
eleven to twelve each morning, the
students work 011 their words. \\ith a
partner, they read and spell them to
one another They print their new
words on the board and in their
books. I also use their words to work
un phonetics. Besides writing their
words. the three older children arc
now writing sentences daily.

What is interesting to me is the
relat ive case and involvement the
students have in learning to print
and read their words. The two
younger children. nat yet knowing
their alphabet can read their words:
water bear, plane, Haymond. geese,
tonguner. sncwjet. islands of ice.
fox. I love baby, Strathcona and
:-,nug Harbour. These words are so
descriptive and full of meaning to
them: it is natural for them to want
to print and read what is theirs,"

Uur new school is in. 'orman Bay.
wepainted and scrubbed our school.
Wehave a woodstove that can really
burn. She is a goodstove for giving
heat. \\ e put up shelves.

In the morning we get our words.
Yoe make houses. boats and ski-doos
from plasticine. \\ e made
snowflakes. We like drawing and
playing football on the Ice. And we
really like books

. ,BwlJIfIX /11 til Jo rlX UI 1 t l. scnoot: It "Of 4p"f but the HI " H I

covered til ",nJo

The Ward children from Norman
Bay. in Labrador. have never had a
regular school before. Their only
education has been an occasional
summer school at their fishing camp
In Snug. Harbour. In Norman Bay,
Oleir Winter- home, there was no
school, no teacher , ever.
"Ibis is in Se"foundland in 1974.

Theoldest ci the children (ranging
in age from Ii to 131, hardly knew
the~r alphabet. when a young lady
arrived last faU. determined to stay
in Norman Bay, determined to find a
school, and to leach. She was
welcomed with open arms b)"
parents and students alike and they
gave her a "tile as a classroom..\
tilt is a rudimentary shelter at the
best It was dirty and it was cold .uf the school year, Heather came to
nut they cleaned it up, built shelves, St. John's to talk the Department of
and kept it WCI(m with a woodstove Education into providing a one-room
.vorman Bay had a school. school. She brought with her the

The young lady is Heather Keith. following report.
'6, from urtnta. Ontario. Heather " 1 will describe the method of
had been in Labrador during the reading and writing I am using
prev ious sUI.nlller and says, similar to that of Sylvia Aston­
"Scmethlng stirred in me there. I warner. jn the early morning for an

~~~.~'asn·t finished and I had to go ~:;; ~t~~:i:~~ ~~~~:~~~:'i:l~~~
Heat her has a university such as: plasticine, paints, crayons.

background. but no teacher training. wood for whittling, guitar, recorder.
Hut the only useful thing she could harmonica and tape recorder.
do was teach. so she talked the During this period I go around to
.... inland Board of Education into each perso n and ask them to give me
hiring here for the winter. At the end a word of their own that I print on
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Let's take a trip •••

through Pool's Cove, Belleoram, St. Lacq ues,

English. Harbour West, Mose Ambrose, Boxey,

Coomb's Cove and Wreck Cove

Pool's Cove
Poor old Pool's Cove. It had to

wait eighteen years while the other
communities in the area gaily
visited back and forth on the dirt
road It wasn't until two years ago
that Pool's Cove was finally ron­
nected to it' s neighbours. Most of the
men now work on the highways .
especially since there is a highway
depot not too far from their front
door .

Pool's Cove first elected a com­
munity council in 1969, which has
been pushing for th.ings ever since.
As a result, the Government sent in
an experimental boat to introduce
larger vessels. and they built a
holding shed for the fishermen.
However . neither the boat nor the
shed have been used because most of
the men work on the roads.

There a re ap proximately :mo
people in the commu nity and it is
growing. Rece ntly Bay du Nord
reset tled there. And the young
people aren't leaving as they did in
the past. They find that work on the
roads provides a secure income and
the cost r:i living is genera lly
cheaper because there is less to
spend it on. But one of the most
importa nt factors is that they can
build their own home because they
can cut their own materials and
everybody pitches in to help .

Pool's Cove has a good school
which goes up to Grade 8, after
...'hich the students can attend high
school anywhere, the closest one
being in English Harbour West.

There's a very active women's
group woo make crafts to sell in the
Orangemen 's Hall . Since they
opened the Hall three months ago,
the thirty-one women involved have
made over 1,500. They have even
taken their cralts to Harbour Breton
and Bay d'Espoir and sold them.
Many ofthe younger women want to
weave and this summer they have a
vocational instructor. The looms are

already ther e haVing been used by tua ny of the .... ell known famili es left.
th eir grandpa ren ts during the Then Belleoram became a receiving
depression. cent re for the rese t tl eme nt

program. but the stro ng leaders

Belleoram ~~g~~ ~:~~~~~:e~wrr.:
compa nies tha t no longer existed.

Belleoram was al ways a ban k Ther e was very little local leader­
fishing port .... ith about ten or twelve ship.
~oo.ners and over 1,000 people a t The people who came to live in
Its height . Belleoram was the Queen Belleoram .... ere from very sma ll
of the south coas t and Grand Bank communities a t the top of Fortune
was the King, and the big nam es Bay. Hut , as one perso n who now
were Fudge, Kearl ey, and Burdock. lives in Belleoram sai d. " I never
Then Harvey & Company came in .... anted to lea ve my home. 1 always
the 1920's. After the Second World go back to fish." It 's been hard for
War the salt fish industr y began to them to develop a sense of com­
fail and Harve y sold out to Cros bie munity . "Y ou would have someone
andCompany,who were goingtopul my age come from Corbin," says
Lll a fish processin g plant. However , a resident of Belloram," and he
before the plant went In, a ship .... ent could remember living in Corbin
down ....ith all of Crosbie's equrp- where he was totally independent,
ment. and the plant never did and k.new everybody and
materialize. _ everything" Then all

When Harvey 's and Crosbte 'slen. See nex t poge

Brll«TQm
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for a smoking plant. This year a about to be built and in a letter to
slipway is to be buill. Harold Collins, The Point of Beach

At the same time, the community Committee in Helleoram said "Are
is lea rning what it's like to work we j ust being provided with a
togethe r and deal with the Oovem- building or is it a development which
ment. For example, in order for the will aid the fisherme n of the area
community stage to be worthwhile, and encourage others to return to
it needed to be bigger than the the fishing indust ry."
original plans called for and it After getting oowhere with letters
needed to be located next to the and phone calls, a group of men
newly constructed wharf, not ISO' from the area went into Sl John 's
away from the wharf, The Fisheries and had a meeti ng with J oe Burden,
Department agreed, but the next the Assistant Deputy Ministe r of
thing the community knew the Fis heries, an d the mess was finally
building was going in well away st raightened out. At the same time ,
from the wharf without an ex- they were able to reite rat e an earlier
tension. An obsolete building was unanswered request for a com­

prehensive fisheri es development
plan , They felt that if money was
being spent on a wharf, commun ity
stage and slipway, the people should
have information about different
boats, new types of gear, better
methods of impr oving catches and
ways to get more people interes ted
in the fisheri es, When they retur ned
they drafted a proposal stating these
needs .

While in St. John's , the)' a lso
• tal ked with the Head of the Cottage

Hospital system to find out why the
area from Pool's Cove to Wreck
Cove has been without a doctor for
fourteen months and why they had
had nine doctors in the last three
years . They were told that the
problem was two-fold: doctors feel
they get too much training to waste
it on little communities and doctor's
wives don't want to live in the
middle of nowhere , despite a new
modem house having been built. The
communities are now looking intoTht OF Y kids ...hollu ....'Orkil"lfon a flJtWsptlPtr

and a PDr" n«/rMo~ Am17o se..

Continued from previf)us page

of a sudden what few services were
coming toCorbin stopped and he had
to reset tle. lie came to a place where
he wasn't particularly welcome. and
he couldn't find work. The Govern­
ment gave him a few dollars to tide
him over and then that few dollars
steam-rolled into welfare and
unemployment ." And what you are
faced with is a community that has
one of the highest rates of unem­
ployment and welfare in
x ewtound lend

The population has now dwindled
to 500people, There are only about a
dozen ftsbermen in the community,
some of whom fish just enough to
receive their unemployment . During
the lobster sea son, however,
everyone puts out pots, even those
who y, ork with the ( 'N boats and are
only home a short time .

Hut the Queen of the south coast is
beginning to climb back on her
throne . TIle community is beginning
to come back to life, In the last year
there have been about a dozen
people woo have returned to the
fisheries and by the end of the
summer there should be seven
longhners in Helleoram's harbour .
Some of those who fish full-time
make excellent money.

They are also getting a com­
munity stage which they themselves
would be responsible for and they
have leased it to Hellhaven Fisheries
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Brl/cc Bm o1ld C Til Sfro .. ",idfl!f' or h'rN'k Co c.

the possibility of getting a lI~rsc

pructttloner. and at the same hl~lC.

developing a health education
program. which would lower the
number of people who need to see a
doctor

Not only is Bellecram coming
alive, but they are beginning to work
with neighbouring communities f~r

the benefit of the entire area. Eric
Hillier of Poet's Cove. the full-time
field worker for the Development
Association. said that It "as im­
perauve that people begin to think in
terms of "community:' and
'Area." It's beginning to happen.

St. Jacques
Located just over the hill from

Belleoram, it's one of the few places
that still have sheep. Unfortunately,
they won't have them for long. if

people continue to poach them.
There are a few women who still

card their own wool. One of the
smallest communities in the area.
.1. Jacques' men work on draggers,

construction and the fishery

English Hr.West
English Harbour \I, est is

dominated by the presence of one
man. Gordon Petite. One of the
wealthiest and most: powerful men
on the south coast, he is responsible
for the employment of much of
English Harbour west and men
from other communities. Petite is 1Il

a variety of businesses:. salt fish,
lobster, plumbing, electrical work.
general contract work. lumber.
school buses, oil; coal, wholesaling
and a store. He was the Irteline as a
wholesaler for a number of small

stores ill the area. but since the Bay
d'Espotr road has gone in these
stores are beginning to use
wholesalers [rom elsewhere.

English Harbour is the location of
the central hiKh school which serves
eight communities. This summer
there is an UFY project working on a
playground and two artsists are
teaching the children.

Mose Ambrose
A small community, it is located

midway between the two furthest
communities, Wreck Cove and
Pool's Cove. For this reason it was
chosen as the site for a doctor's
house for the whole area. but a
doctor has lived there for only a few
weeks because the Doctors feel the
house is too isolated. It has also been
chosen as the site of a new library.
:\Iost:of the people work on the high­
ways or for Gordon Petite. Nearby is
a beautiful park built through LIP
and OFV

Boxey
Boxey is a very productive

community of older people who
make their living primarily from the
fisheries, They have a slipway and a
winch. This year they are involved
in selling their fish fresh. but un­
fortunately one of their best
fishermen, Phil Blagden, will be
unable to take part. He broke his leg
very badly on the slipway and is in
the hospital for three months. Not
only does he lose the entire fishing
season, but he receives no unem­
ployment compensation. He has no
other source of income. Phil's plight
is typical of hard working fishermen
who have never taken welfare.

Coomb's Cove
Coomb's Cove, another strong but

small fishing community, had the
misfortune to lose it's main grocery
store through fire recently, but Levi
Kearley, who has just returned from
Toronto, plans to open one up. A
number of people from Ccomb's
love work in Belleoram on the
newly started Bellhaven Fisheries.

These past few weeks there has
been a lull in fishing. It happens
every year after the caplin come in,
but the people of Coomb's Cove and
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other communities take advantage
of tho lull to fix up their boats

Wreck Cove
\\ reck Cove Is an energetic Iishing

community of about 200 people,
where people work hard and make
uood money at the fisheries, despite
using open dories

The fishermen of \\ reck Cove are
thinking of goin/-:into larger boats so
they can fish all year round, but they
can't until they get an extension and
repairs to the existing breakwater,
becausethe lop from the sea would
damage the larger boats. Until some
action is taken, they will continue to
fish in their dories. However. some
of them have recently bought larger
dories equipped with diesel as OJ>'

posed to acadia engines, but in
communities such as these, it's
difficult to obtain the proper oil and
parts even for these diesel engines.
I magtnc the problem with
longliners.

Because they must drive 28 miles
round trips to get their bait (rom
Belleoram. The men are nowtr)'ing
to find an abandoned bait shed to fix
up for their community

The story of a full . time fisherman

SIJntl p(>()/t IJlld his flshinfC JVm

with the Government, I found a
second-hand tonguner in St. John's
and I talked them down to a price I
could afford. But I have lost a lot 01
fishing in the meantime,"

To the people in Belleoram it was
as though the Government had
geared people up for longliners b)'
showing how good a larger all-year
round boat could be; the people
teceme convinced, but then they
couldn't get a loan or a boat

higher than the already beefed up
projected costs.

One reason suggested for this is a
severe shortage of heavy equipment
resulting from oil and steel shor­
tages last year. A. Harvey and

ompany, local agents for heavy
equipment say it is available, but
delivery is extremely slow. Costs
are up about 10 percent, over last
) ear. whatever the reason, many
budding forest-based industries will
have to go by the wayside this year.

Horses'

Access road
program
in trouble

The Foceslry Department has "
million to spend, and can't get rid of
it. A stepped up program of building
new access road in 19701 is on stony
ground. Tenders have been called
for access roads all over the island
and when contractors do submit
their bids, they are 3 to " times

But the problems began when
Sidney went to look for a longliner
after the Government boat's engine
completely gave out on February
'Sth. "I tried to get a second-hand
longliner but I was turned down for a
loan on it because it wasn't in the
best of shape. So I decided to get a
new one built, but the Government
wouldn't o.k. the loan because the
subsidy was cut off. Finally, after
many months of getting nowhere

Sidney Poole is considered about
the best fisherman in Belleoram.
because he works hard at it. His
sons, even the young ones, help him
and his oldest son Launce has just
returned from a dragger to work
with his dad.

Sidney usually fishes in an open
dory, but this year the Department
of Fisheries brought an ex­
perimental longttner down (rom
Pool's Cove where it had been lying
up. All Sidney had to pay was the
gas, and despite many mechanical
difficulties he did very well money­
wise with the boat, and he decided
that a longliner was just what he
needed, "If I want to kee p my boys
fishing, I need something better than
a dory for them to fish in. On a
tonghner you can not only bring in
more fish, you can stay out longer on
the outside grounds where the fish
are, In a dory if there is twenty
miles of wind blowing, you can' t get
out. but we were able to fish almost
every day with the longliner".

La unce came back to work with
his father because he felt there was
more money in the inshore fishery if
It was done with a proper boat. His
father backed him up, "Once, from
the time l.aunce started until he was
finished, he made $600; in the same
time we made over $4,000."

Hut there are other reasons why
Sidney wants to switch to a bigger
boat. lie usedto sell his fresh £ishto
Itt, Packers who picked it up until •
it proved unprofitable for them
'The price of cod last year was !jl'z

cents a pound and we were buying
t-aplin for bait at 11'1 cents a pound
Right now caplin is :> cents a pound
and cod is still !Jl, cents a pound.
(;as is up roughly 7 cents since last
"ear. This is where we can't make it
Pay in a dory, because the fish are
there, but )'OU can't take enough in a
small boat."
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"There's

a good living

to be made in

fresh fish"
The people of Hellecram, Pool's

Cove, St. Jacques, Boxey, Coomb's
I ave and Wreck Cove, have
radically changed the course of
fishing in their area. For years they
got up in the wee hours of the
morning ; bailed their lines; caught
their cod or salmon. tlu"owing out
everything else; came home, split
the fish and salted it. They could
only catch as much fish as they knew
the) " could salt in a day. and their
~ork wasn't done until late at night .
But with the price of salt going up to
,16. a bag , it was hardly worth their
while to fish.

In the summer months. some
would lake their fresh fish to
Harbour Breton by boat, which is a
four hour round trip. others would
take their salmon and try to peddle it
in nearby communities. B.t:.
I ackers wouldn't pick-up the fish
fresh because they said it wasn't
worth their while. But the fishermen
or the area said B.C. Packers based
their remarks on salt catches which
are low because only so much can be
caught before bringing it back to
salt Salt fish is not an indication of
how much the men are capable of
catching.

The men knew something had to
be done. or they would have to give
up fishing. They got together and
decided it vo asno useto ask and wait
for the Government to dosomething
because they had been waiting for
}ears...and nothing had been done .
They all decided that if they could
find a "store." a place to weigh and
pack the fish in ice. in each cern­
munny. they would find some means
of geUing it to the fish plant in
uarbour limon. an hour and one
half away. In each community a
local fisherman offered his store and
the men all worked. using their own
time, money and materials. to

See next fHJKe k' rij:hi" K Ill e fish QI Wreck COI'e'J Commumtv Slure
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nusslon built a number of houses on
the land and then rented them to
people who worked with the Com­
miss ion. II few of the people who
ren t houses a re (rom the area, but
the majori ty come from elsewhere

The I'ower t ommissicn itself is
locat ed about two miles off the main
road nea r lIead of the Bay. A lovely
building. it rese mbles somet hmu
(rom outer space with ever ything
being electronically controll ed. II
few men sit behind long cont rol
booths and watch and dispatch
power for the enti re Island. In
charge of d ispat ching is Mr . Bill
I 'uegter from Har bour Breton who
came up through the rank s over a 9
year per iod. Il l' first went to work
with the Commission when it began
In Bay l r'Espcir.

The watershed area controlled by
the Commission reaches as far west
as north west ofGrand Bruit and as
far east as Bay D'Espei r. It' s largest
dam is J2:i high, 6uO' wide at the'
bottom. and .'.•500' long. Aside from
providing a majority of the etec
tnctty used on the Island , it is a
grand spot (or fishing

fresh salmon to Gander to be flown
to mainland markets, and pickling
herring in a hard cure for the West
Indies. Even tually they will pickle
both her ring and mac kerel for the
Sta tes. but their ma jor efforts will
be placed on a lar ge smoking plant
locat ed on Belleoram' s beach, which
will handle herrin g, mackerel, cod,
salmon, and maybe even eels. Most
of the fish will be ma rketed throu gh
brokers so Levi and Phil can con­
centrate on the produc tion end of
things. They hope to be funded by
DREE, but. if that doesn't work out,
they have alternate sources of
financing.

The Bay d 'Espoir

Power Commission
Known as 'Joey's Dream," the

t'ower romnusston was to have
given an economic boast to the Bay
liEspoir area . It may have, while it
was being constructed , but it doesn' t
now Sin) full-time people work
v.ith the t cmuusston . which was
started in June of 'a.;, and completed
m oc tober 61, but many of the
peopl e v.orkmg the re are
technicians and they come from
away However, the Commission is
sta rt ing an on-the-job trai ning
program. and it is hoped, will be
nstna more people from the area
There is little job tu rn-over but
during the summer they do hire
extra staff because of vaca t ions
I, umour has it they will be ex­
pandin g and more jobs should be in
the offing. They are also cutting a
new power line route to west central
.ewloundland

\\ hen the Power Commission first
ca me in. they developed a lower and
then an upper townsite in Milltown
It caused some squabbling because
people sold land to the Commission
but felt they did not receive a fair
price for it Ho.....ever, the Com-

Bellhaven Fisheries

"They picked
the wrong area to fi sh in"

Levi Kearley is a native of
Belloram. but spent the last fourteen
) ears ..... ith the Hank of Commerce in
Toronto. Phil Gould is also a native
of Bellcram. but has spent ma ny
years with Air Canada and the
Fisheries Research boa rd in
Halifax. Both had the sa me idea.
They wanted to retu rn home. "No
one came into this a rea to do
anything for it; it was dying. I
thought there was a living to be
made here ," says Levi about
Belleoram

Originally they wanted to have a
cannery, but the capital costs were
100 high. Right now they are salting
turbot for local markets. truckinlt

Levi Kea rley says tha t if he
collects 11,000 pounds a day, he can
keep the operation going. His trucks
can carry -10,000 pounds of fish and
some days the} have been almost
full. Hight now the trap fishery is
slack because the cod have just
finished feeding on the capltn .
However , "there's no scarcity of
fish" according to Jim Blagdon,
they are just a little small

~I
- ,..---------- - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -

A GOOD LIVING
Continued trom prniou! pt.~(

convert it Into a proper short-term
fresh fish holding shed.

Just when they were beginning to
reach the stage of planning how to
transport the fish to llar bour
t.reton. Levi hearle)' appea red on
the scene. He had planned to start a
fresh fish business in Belleoram.
next year, but started this year
collecting the fish and delivering it
in two trucks to Harbour Breton. The
men get bait and ice from Levi as
well, and he pays between $20 and
$30a month for the use of the store in
each commumtv.

r.acn day use men bring in their
catch. as much as they can put in a
boat . and whatever species are in
the traps or on the lines . The !ish i~

then weighed by a man employed
part-time by Levi, and the different
species sorted out. The amount of
fish each man brings in is marked
down and the fish is packed loosely
in ice chips and kept in a bin until
Levi's trucks co m e to pick it up. H.I .
t-ackers then pay s Levi for the fish
and he pa}s each man every two
weeks . taking oCf 12 C a pound for
transportation and administration

Jim Blagdon of Boaey says, " We are
making more money from fresh fish
than we would from salt fish because
salt is much more expensive than it
was last year. Wemade$l,OOOa man
last week." Jim Cox of Wreck Cove
adds, "Almost everyone would
prefer to get rid of their fish fresh.
Wedo much better money-wise with
fres h fish and we don't have to work
as long hours ."

When H.C Packers did coiled
from Pool's Cove and Belleoram, m
a season they would collect 400,000
pounds, but since January 300,000
pounds have been collected from the
area. "We have brought in about
50,000pounds in our own dory. " said
Jim Blagden . "and there are three
more traps here besides that. We got
21,OOOpounds last week with our own
boat. So there is a good living to be
made right now."
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Bellhaven
Fisheries

continuea fro m pre"lo us paXf!
Harbour Breton

putting in a community stage on the
beach in Belleoram which BeUhaven
hopesto use for their smoking plant.
The mechani cs of a smoker are
basicaUy the same as any other
plant with a filleting machine, a
skinning machine, etc. The only
difference is the smoker itself,
which is nothing more than an over­
sized oven fed by smoke jets and
circulated with a fan.
They will either truck their offal to
B.C. Packers, or if all goes well, they
will eventuaUy put in a small fish

TIley ar e also in the trucking To reach Harbour Breton it's
business (see page 13), but that- necessary to drive by a long,
came by accident when a group of windy fiord 00 a road leading ott
Ilshermen approached them to truck from the Bay d'Espoir highway.
fish to B.C. Packers in Harbour After miles of rocky. bumpy grave l,
lkelm. Bellhaven, the name given the electio~ tim e pavement . Is
to Levi's and Phil's company , ~ greeted With relief. But the first
worked a deal with B.C, Packers for sign, ' Drive With Care, We Have No
trucking the fish, which included Undertaker: is a little unnerving .
get ting ice for the fishermen . uow ever, the first Harbour Breton
However, even when the plant gets buildings, the Harbour Lite lounge
going they will continue to truck , ~ and the Blue Bird Lounge. ar e a
"Because there isn't enough fish in little more calming. And then there
BeUeoram so we have to take from is that inevitable sign of progress ,
Jther areas. Whatever fish we don't AVa>, the fina nce company.
Deed we will truck to Harbour Fjnally, the bottom of the bay is
Breton." reached , where new houses are

Bellha ....en has also gotten into the being built. Once fields for Harbour
bait business by chance , " but only Breton home gard eners . the area is
as a favour to the fishermen ," says now the resettlement community for
Levi. " If they want bait , we'll supply
it. They needthe bait. We needthe
fish."

In order to make their operation
viable, Bellhaven is looking for
about 3~ million pounds of fish a
year. " You couldn't run a plant like
iU":. Packer s on that ," says Levi,
" but you could ron a smoke plant
where you have a higher mark-up
and a higher profit margin ." The
Government was a bit skeptical of
the plan because they thought there
wasn't enough fish in the area . " We
knew there wasn't enough for a fish '
plant , but we knew there was enough
for a backbone of a fish plant," says
I 'btl , The Government felt that only
:< I of a million pounds could be
caught, and Bellhaven thought a
million and a half, the first year; but
nowapproximately 300,000 Ills. bave.
been caught and Bellhaven thinks
they are capable of catching 2-2~

million pounds . and that's without a
couple of dories that normally fish
and without some of the longliners
that are coming into the area .

M for man-power, there is no
shorta ge of it in Belleoram.
According to Levi there are 70-30
people looking for work, which is
just what they need. Many are
already on the payroll learning their
jobs . which "ill be necessary when
the operatioo goes into full swing.
Already they have 150 fisbennen
from whom they collect fish.

BeUhaven has been fixing up
buildings 00 Belleoram's waterfront
which will be used for pickling and
sea soning. The Government Is

people Irom Grcle. Miller's Passa ge
and Sagona.

Because some of Harbour
Breton's homes were endangered by
last year's landslide , the Govern­
ment-owned barge is moving them
to safer ground. Those who lost their
homes in the slide are already at the
end of the Bay in houses built by the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing Corporation . Sine or ten
new houses are being built for young
couples who want to live on. their
own after many years of living with
in-la ws.

TIlecomm unity has grown, almost
too tes t, and without town planning,
houses are being built very close
together.

Su next poge

meal plant . They still haven't
forgotten their cannery.

Although it sounds like an am­
bitious project, Levi says , " We will
be diversified becausewe will have
our herring and turbot to fall back
on. Also, we always have the
trucking operation if wedo run into a
surplus, and we think we are small
enough that our overhead can be
kept down. We are going into the
operation on a small scale at first,
a nd gradualy expand into the
cannina, etc."
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B.C. Packers
Harbour Br eton

Halt n Rae of B, C Packers

Fresh. xome of it is sold on the
t astern seaboard, an d the rest is

• taken tosanta FeS pri ngs, California
for fur ther pr ocessin g. Fish is also ,
shipped on (')\ refri gerated boats to

tontreal and the Canadian Market.
The finis hed product s for which
.ewlcundla nd supplies the fish are

Clover Le af sal mon, Rupert brand
salmon, ocea n per ch, halibut fish
('ake~, ha ddock, and fish and chips .

II.( .. I 'ack ers IS still taking as
much fi sh as they ~~n handle despi te
poor mar ket condition s. Hawn Hac,
the IU .' Plant Mana ger says, "we
don't like to do thi s because the
product gets handled too much being
xhlfted aroun d in the store house, but
we don't want to put fishermen out of
work eit her."

The plan t employs bet ween 275-3011
people. -we have n' t been faced with
formal lay-offs," sa ys Hawn , " but
....1.' do have times when we don't
ha ve quite enoug h work to bring
('ve ryon.c Ill. At th~setimes we bring
people III by semoruy, The union
doesn:tlike that. They like everyone
to be In or nobody to be in. So what
.....e try to do. is th is : when a dragger
hits the re mIght be an accumulation
of inshore fish that had been there a
da~ or two because it wa sn' t wOl1J:t
~hlle to bring people in for it. So we
put it in 'Aith the dr agger fish ." --

Although the f ish catch has been
down, there haven't been an y slack
periods. In the las t eigh t months
there ....ere appr oxima te ly eight
days when no one worked which is

See next poxeThe mokt'rs of thou sturdy boats

(OIllIl1I/lJ ,//I 1"(,1 10m "a~.

Stu rdy open boats with gooddiesa l
eng ines loan be seen everywhere in
the ha rbour Built by the St rick land
brothe rs. orlglnally fro m x tone
Valley these boats are meant to
last i\ good uung too. because the Althoug h there are a num ber of
strickland brothers arc ~ctting on in mer chants in Harbour Breton.
years a'}d there IS no one to la ke uriush (olumbia t-acker s have
over their thn\lng lIarbour Hreton dominated the sce ne s ince 1962
business I hey now have three side trawlers

Stuart. Jensen and Coody arc t he and re ly as well upon a pprc xtmatctr
lIig merchant names and ewman's :5 insho re boats rang ing in SIz.<' from
.... in" cellars can stili be see n on the dories lo55 foot lcngfiners. Last yea r
hill e.... businesses are beginning they bought approximate ly lIllO--

to spring up as the population in million pounds of fish Irum the
rreases uarbour I .retcn insho re fisherm en,

!Jingo and the Lion's nub are and the trawlers should tak e four
Important II Hecreauon Committee million pounds per boa t. This yea r
has been Iormed but the new school becau se of the incr easing activity of
~)"m still lies Idle most of the time, the foreign fleets, a ll ca tc hes are

\ very successful sewing class down.
was started tms ) ear, .... hich brought Althoug h red fish are t he most
women together .... ho had never abundant. they are the hardest to
talked .... ith each othe r before, but sell a nd so the traw lers are tr yint; to
Xe..... Horizons was a comp lete flop ra tch Ila t Iish . However . it' s hard to
\ few interested senior citizens sell a lmost all fish. La st year
couldn't get the rest involved. nor mertcan .... omen turn ed to fish
could the) find a place to mee t because of the high cost of meat In
because bingo took up the available a ntici pat ion of another good yea r,
halls. the fish plants gea red up foc in

J ar vis restaurant. comple te with (Teas ed production , but rncat is
pool tab les, a juke box and colour beginnin g to sta bilize and chicken is
t.v., provide one of the few places for going down m pri ce People ar e no
food and relaxa tion, , longer eating fish and It IS gettin g

Like all fas t gro .... int; co m- - stock-piled in plant wareh ouses
ruunit ies. Harbour Bret on is ex- Generally B.C. Packers store 3 1 of a
penen ctnu grow ing pa ins. They million pounds in the warehouses.
have two sc hool sys tems which but lately they have had a million
sometimes an' at odds, th ey have and a half because they can't se ll it.
tr ouble gett ing doc't?rs, an d ~call.se The fish blocs are picked up every
of a ll. th: cOllllllumtles. moving m, -. t wo weeks by the Southern Sta r a nd
ther e ISvery h~tlc ccnestve ness. a nd tak en to Gloucester Massac husetts

~~~)~ (~:;:;~~~,~I:);I~n2,~;:, i~J~~t;;,~ wher e they are sold' as Rupert ( · l'r~i
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Hermitage Peninsula

Thrytalu' a lot 0/ money Old 01hr ~e. but put nothing
)(Jck i"."

Th ..y are down lrom .ix to th~ee obso lete side
I~owl"rlrwhile othe~pla"t. a ~1! adding mo~e a rid mo re,

• •• It looks lik .. th ey are irl I~oublr."Cntlclsms 'They have CO"ce"t~atpd too much on the he~~ ing ".
'Urllike SpE'nce r La ke . I'lho gave eve ry stud ..nt a

lharlce 10 work Jar a lew werlu in th e su mmer. B .C.

of B.C. ~:c~;;: ~~:;~;~~:.~?UP lr a/,tud..nt s and leaves all

·H.C. Packers is slrictly p~ivatl' l' rlle~prisr an d does
l'xoclly ",'hat il like,."

Packers lo~'d'~~~ ~~~·~::~..s;~~~; ~~:~a;;: /:~~e;::;~; d~~7:; :~
"The plant wo rkers don't ra ~n enough to live 01'1 . "
"B.C, Packers doeSl'l' t put arlything into the co m,

munily, except [o r Har bou~ Br et on Da y or Regalia
Dny. or th rough t heir businf'u lax,"

.. People art' aJ~aid 10 , peak ou t."
'1 his town is depE'nden' upon Ihe 52 me rl on 'he

draRgers."

See next page

his family.
Reset t lemen t was far mor e of a

reali ty thr ee years ago before the
road and electric ity cam e, but \o\o' ith
these conveniences and links with
the outside wor ld, one would have
thought Furby 's Cove would have
been there tostay . By water it's only
thre e miles from Gaultois where
the Furby's residents sold their fish
and the high school was a few miles
away at I rermttage.

But resettlement is a history of
scare and rumour and the people of
Furby 's Cove heard that the school
bus from Itermitage would not pick
up their childre n anymore. They had
also lived throl lgh several winter s
where the bus could not get from
Iteemuage and either the children
missed sc hool or Ute)' had to stay In
uerrmtage.

So the people moved. Everyone,
that is. except 118fT}' Meade . who
says the school bus is still coming to
pick-up his seven children . Harry
says the,people left "because they
thought they could make a fortune
on the resettlement money , Now
they wish they could come back
becaus e they have pulled up their
stakes and they don't have anythi ng
to show for it: '

Harr y's oct lonely. People stop I}y
all the time , In fact, he thinks - -:of
opening his restaurant ag ain
because the place is blocked on the
weekends ,

Several miles down the road is the
turnoff to Furby's Cove. Just last
year a lively little fishing com­
munity, it is now a ghost settlement
populated only by Harry Meade and

Turning off the road from Harbour
Breton you are on anothe r wonder of
construction, the Hermitage road, It
climbs steep hills and descends into
narrow volley, anruses tons of fil l.

Furby's
Cove

Tile Bellhaven Fisheries rru{'k of Belleorem ImloadmK [ish 01 H. C. Packers,

H C Packers Cunl iJ.

10.... (or (I fis h plant. And even no....
they are hiring on a few summer
students, but not nea rly as many as
.... ant JObs.

Although fishermen are sold bait
.tl wha t it costs H.C. Pac kers to pack
it, they are not getting such a good
deal on their fish pri ces because of
the ma rket conditions. It is hoped
that the new Fede ra l Government
Ffs her y Suppor t Pr ogr am will
cha nge that.

I \,( ' Packers used to collec t f ish
rrom ucn eoram and I'001'5 Cove,
but because the y weren 't gett ing
enough ttsn to ma ke it worthwhi le,
they stopped. Levi Kearl ey now
collects in these ar eas and delivers
to Harbour Breton once a day
~~:7;~v~~~s~'\SI~~~ker~n~i~1l~~ L- .J

resettled this year. and they ron­
unue to collect from vtccallum
Ihe)" also bring fish all the way from
Herring Seck and Change Islands
over 200miles away, nawn Rae says,
"we charter a boat at Change
Islands and ta ke the fillets over to
ue rrina :\eck, and it's loaded into
refrigerated trucks and brought
down here, We furt her trim the fish,
pa ckage It and freeze it. It's not
economical to do this. It' s very touch
and go. but if we can collect over two
million pounds of fish it will pay."

Besides the problem of a sagg ing
fish market, the next biggest
problem for B.t . Packers is traa­
sporta u on. They have a hard tim e
t.:ett ing supplies and, equipment in.
Now they use a local trucker who
goes to St. J ohn's twice a week, but
some times it takes him two weeks to
get a part for a machine.
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.\ few miles down the road is the
tove ty u ermtte ge -Sandyvtlte
\1unici pa l "ark. at Partridge
I ar bour. Bui lt thr ough LIP and
OFY, it 's an example of excellent
planning. The tr ees ar e tntnned,
shellers and foot brid ges are made
out of local wood. and the park
benches are the church pews from
the resettled comm unity of Groll' .
Cam p sites , picnic grounds and
playgrounds are dotter! throughout
ant! to the left of tI Park is Mt.
Jennifer, named in honour of eBC's
weather girl.

It's easy to tell when you are lle1
a comm unity on the south coas
i1~ter mites of ruining your car on
dirt road , there's suddenl y electlo
on this pavement the housesites for
the people moving in from the
community of Pass Island ar e on the
left. Located in a bog , it makes one
realize that good land is at a
premium, especially in a town like
Hennitage which is growing by
leaps and bounds.

Hermitage people fish and sell
thei r £ishto th e Gaultois fish plant on
an Island three miles away . TIle
telephone exchange is located in
I termuag e because it gets the best
reception . There 's a brand new high
school with four classrooms, a multi­
purpose room and a beautiful gym,
and Doug Hose is building a modern
supermarket. A recreation com­
mittee is trying to create a
playground out of a hillside. but the
kids still complain about being
bored . Thirteen basements are
going in because people are moving
from everywhere . It's a town on the
move.

Sandyville
J ust over the hill and connected to

II.em litage by pavement is Sandy
Ville. It 's ama lgama ted With Her­
mitage under one town council and
at the rate that new houses are
creeping OVE.r the hill, the two ~OWI"S

will SUOIl be me. People there ail
fish, ahhough a few work on the new
poer lines that are going in.

SealCeve
Upon leavin g Sandyville. and the

pavement . it's nothing but dirt road
and open moor-like land. Not a tree
to beseen. and yet the people of Sea'
t ove. the next cornmumty on the
road, are known as the best logger
in .vewfoundland. They first workec,
in the St. Alban's area. bet when the
road went through to Grand Falls,
they went to work for Price. NON

every weekend. the men from Seal
Cove can be seen driving. hell bent
on wheels. from Grand Falls to their
home. The story goes that when the
men stayed home last winter to work
on a LlI' project. Pri ce just about
(ell apart because they had lost their
best loggers .

Seal Cove has no harbour. It 's ooIy
a breakwater and seawall that keep,
the sea out and it doesa poor job a'
that. The communit y has bel.
pushing for an extens ion to lJ­
breakwater aoo have been asking
for more height to the sea -wal!.. but
they haven't had much luck .

AIthough the number of Ilshermer,
are fewer than the number of
loggers. the men go fishing with th­
same fervour. Six or seven small
boats caught almost a million
pounds of fish last year, and they
were fishing only five or six months
of the year . Right now they sell their
fish to Oauttots , but they say that
when Wallace Roberts starts his
operation, they will sell ther e. They
sell their salt fish where they can

It' s a prosperous comm unity with

solid two story white houses aoo new
pic k-u p trucks everywher e . A
baseball diamond was built in a ~
las t year by the students on PI""' ,
Ever y day the students carried
gra vel to fill in the bog and this year
they ar e out there playing softball
even in boots on the pea soup
roggtest days

Seal Cove . which could be called
Fogg)· Cove, is a strong community
that knows what it wants . The 500
people there did not want to bus their
children to Hermitage every day
and sothey fought. ..and won...a hijZh
school, which should be ready
sometime next faU

Pa••••Iand
At the lip of the Hermitage
eetnsula i5 I'ass Island. A road

goes to he end of the Peninsula and
then you have to take a boat across.
This year the entire commuruty is
moving...by cooke. Most are goi'lg
to uermttege. but one is going to
Il ar bour uretoe and another to
Boyd's Cove, near Lewispoete . The
Governmentresettlement barge will
be moving a number of the houses to
already prepared lots in lIermilage.
Other famili es will be going into new
homes .

Pass Islanders are considered to
be some of the best fishermen on the
south coast , and it is expected that
they will continue to fish in their
traditional fishing grounds,
providing they can acquire larger
boats

One woman who moved out two
years ago had her things packed for
a year just waiting for someone to
move her . \lihy did she move? She
"as lonely and wanted to live with
her daughter who was working in
uemutage . What was she saddest at
leaving" The lovely church.

Hermitage: something had to be done
Wallace Roberts is from Her­

mita ge ; his wife, Cathe rine, (rom
xove Scotia. They have lived in
British Columbia, the States and
most recently in ottawa, but (or the
last five years when they came to
ue rrmtage for the summer, they
looked seriously at what they could
do jf they cam e back there to live.

Hermitage is growing. Before the
road. people moved from Hermitage
to other growth centres, but now it
has been declared a temporary

growth centr e, and with the entire
community o( Pas s Island reset­
tling . most of them a re moving to
Hermitage. ~Iany o( the families
that moved from ttermuege are not
eligible for a secondary subsidy. but
nonetheless they are interested in
moving back .

Wallace felt something had to be
done (or employment. Fish plants
were on either side of the com­
munity. but they weren't interested
in places like Hermitage that were
supplying the (ish. Wallace says,

'These plants would pick up fish in
a place like McCallwn during the
good months 01the year, but when it
got a little rough. they wouldn't pick
the fish up anymore. so the fisher­
men had to quit fishing. or salt it
The fishermen are tired of these
kinds o( things."

There are about 40 boats less than
35' long in the area. For years they
complained about having to take
their fish to Geultots. SOfinally the
Department of Fisheries decided to

s~~ next page
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Catherin e and Wallace Roberts of Hermitage

Continued from prev tous pIlge

put in a filleting plant. But the
fishermen were afraid that the
filleting plant would be just a station
where they would land their fish.
have it filleted and then it would be
taken to uauttots for secondary
processing. According to wallace
this would be employing a whole
community which doesn't fish at all.
whereas the people whoare catching
all the fish and have their relatives
in Hermitage doing nothing,
wouldn't reap the benefits. "What
many people are not aware of," says
Wallace. "is that the Gaultois plant
was built as a deep sea fish plant and
when the fish plant first went to
uauttcts the Hermitage fishermen
didn't take their fish there. They
salted it. It's only recently that
Gaultois has been geutng their
fish ."

-So ," says Wallace. " one <i the
reasons why I'm back here is 'that
the people wanted metc stert e frem
fish plant, and I could seeIt could be
done." With the forty boats in the
area , he felt tbere was a strong
inshore fleet. Last year this fleet
caught over f04( million pounds.

Wallace and his wife plan to
handle all the inshore fish in the
immediate area and do the secon­
dary processing as well. No frozen
blocs . " Tha t was a viable
proposition at one time ," says
Wallace , " with larger plants han­
dling 40,50, and 60 million pounds. If
you earned a few cents a pound, you
made a lot of money, but it involves

a dragger fleet and the fish just
aren't there anymore."

The Roberts think they have an
advantage with inshore fish for
secondary processing because the
fish is fresh, it is landed every day
and they are going to utilize all
species in small specialty packages.
Because the different species are
seasonal, they expect to handle
everything that comes along. The
only two species which are plentiful
but WIder utilized are the mackerel
and the caplin. The mackerel is
quite marketable, but the caplin is a
problem, according to Wallace. He
says that the Japanese \\ ill take any
quantities of caplin, but they are
seasonal and require large enough
.reezing facilities tc handle the large
quantity required. The problem
would be what to do with those
facilities when the caplin are not in
season.

Seawater Products. the name
given to their plant, will do
everything with the secondary
product right down to the labelling.
Depending on the market
requirements, herring will be
marinated in a sauce, or smoked.
However, until the secondary
processing is ready to go into
operation, some ct the products will
be handled in 01 fresh state. M(I!lt
everything will be shipped out by
road.

While waiting for the larger plant
to become coerauceat, they started
a small herring plant this year built
to regulation requirements .
Originally the lJuilding they used

wa:l a bait depot and limited to only
two boat loads of herring a day
because only SO much could be
frozen.

All their p"OCI;'.:;.sOO herring was
sold in Canaw. for better 'l-ft_

foreign market :,rices . Wallace I..>

convinced there is a growing
Canadian markct for salted and
marinated herring, and that
eventually the day wiU come when
frozen bloc plants will switch to
secondary processing

Seawater Products has received
!lU.OOO from DHEE for a plant and
they will also te managing the
Government !illeti~ plant that i~

planned for the area . The DREE
money is for pcunary processing .
but wallace says " We have been
assured ty DREE that they are not
going to take us that far and drop us.
Thil' plantisde'iig."led to be viable on
the oasis of secondary processing. It
wouldn't be via ....;~ 00 frozen bloc,
.... hich is .....hat you would have to
resort to, if you didn't go through
with the secondary peocessna."

They plan to employ ap­
proximately forty people in the p1W1t
and another eighty in the sea
nowever. the number of fishermen
could expand as they move to
bigger boats and as more people
move into the area. Because the
fishermen are now thinking of new
types of gear , Wallace hopes to
make gear available as well. "This
will enable the fishermen," Wallace
says, •'to get involved with new gear
which the) can't do on their own
because they are not making money
out ofthe fishery right now for this."
As for boats, Wallace says, "It's a
question of whether they should get
involved with slightly bigger boats
which afford better protection in
winter. Those who have moved to
Hermitage from Pass Island will
particularly need bigger boats if
they are to return to their traditional
fishing grounds . The}" seem to think
that the Ja' boat is the best for the
area ."

Sea .....atee's biggest problem right
now is transportation. The cost and
problems 01 shipping by air are
prohibitive and it's a problem that
will have to be ironed out. But the
future looks bright for the Her­
mitage area. Young people are
becoming interested in the fishery
again . These m the draggers are
returning home because now that
they have the opportunity. they
wouldrather fish by the day than be
away all the time .



Gaultois
We didn't Yote

because
there was nothing

to Yote for
It's not until you visit the south

coast that the daily problems these
people face hit you squarely between
the eyes. If you are in Hermitage
looking for a way to get across to
uaultots. only three miles distance,
)OU might hire a boat for $30.00
going over and another one might
bring you back for $9.00.That's quite
a discrepancy. and a lot of money.

However, if )'OUhit it right. you
can get a ride on the mail boat, but
that only goes once a day. or on the
uauttots fish plant boat which
collects from Seal Cove. sandyville
and Hermitage - they might just
squeeze you in between the cod and
ocean perch .

I( the day is calm and brilliant
blue. draggers can be seen in the
distance and whales often spout very
close to the boat. Around the corner,
beyond the lighthouse. lies Gaultois,
clinging to the cliffs. If you arrive at
J:OO p.m., you'll hear the Gaultois
fish plant whistle and see men and
women dressed in red and white
stream out at closing time. The
lloltday Inn of Gaultois, Mrs.
Bobbett's. Is often full, but they don't
come much nicer and she'll always
try to squeeze one more in.

People are not only willing. they
are eager to talk. In the last Federal
election there were 302 eligible
voters, out of a population of 700,but
only n voted. because as one woman
said. "there .....as nothing to vote
for." " Everyone is working and
taxes are taken out of their pay, but
"hat's it going for?" says one of the
town councetlors.

Before the Provincial elections
they were promised the moon by the
I'.l'.s ... a decent road, water,
sewage. a high school. a ferry
between McCallwn . Gaultois and
Hermitage. but nothing happened.
.lim Heid's construction company
did come in before the election and
made 18 feet of stony path into 18
feet of crushed rock on a cost plus
basis. using the Council's money,
but the equipment went away two

ts
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Walkillg up the Gaul/ois Road

~~~c~ft:~y~h~~~~~osn'a T~;,/~r~ ~~~l~~~t t~~~~hf~:~ttt~~~'~ha~~~~:
show where Premier Moores There are about 40'homes in "The
promised the ferry. but according to t.ottoms". The people resettled
the Council. " The Government therefrom other communities on the
claims now they didn't promise promise that there was work in
anything." The Town Council went uaultots. There was work. It's
to Confederation Building to find probably the only community in
out why their letters about ferries. _ Newfoundland which can boast full
roads. etc. were not being answered employment. but the men and
Hickey and ~e boys were nice , the) ' women often can't get to work in the
even apologized. but still nothing has winter because of the road, the
happened. children often can't get to school,

In talking with the Department of and the elderly can't get out because
Municipal Affairs , Decks Awash the foot path is so steep. rugged and
was told funds were not available. icy, that no one can walk on it.
· · l.i aulto~ is only one out of 264 There's an elderly woman with two
commumties that ha~ to be looked legs that were broken on that path.
af~r." They are now In negotiations and Mrs. Bobbett has just broken
With the Department of Tran- her toe . One woman said, " It' s nice
spcrtauon. but it doesn 't look in Gaultois now, but you should be
hopeful ~ the Department of here in winter . You slide down 011

Transportation's budget is set for your bottom all the way to the
the year. " Maybe next year ", is pond." Maybe that's why "ThE>
always the answer. Bottoms" is called " TIle Bottoms"

This so-called road is nothing (Su nrxt pGge)
more tbana steep, windingJoot path
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In the [orcground Is the unimproved Gauttois Road. III the background.
rllt, improved Gouttots Road,

In and around
Bay d'Espoir

settlers said. "We moved because
there was employment, but if we had
known conditions were going to be
like this, we never would bavecome."
Another said "If you have any
feelings as a parent, you will get out
of her~". Although the population is
enlarging. the younger people are
leaving. They feel little hope for the
community. Someone said. "It's the
alcatraz of Bay d'Espoir." The)'
thought Roger Simmonds would
would be different. Before the
election he said, "You'll get tired of
seeing my face in these parts. '> but
he hasn't been seen since.

By the rod of the year those of you
who mak e it alive down the Hay
d'Espoir road from urand Falls
should ride in comfort from the
lIarbow- Breton turn on to st.
~ban·s . The road ....;11 be paved
right through all the commurunes,
except Conne River . The Conne
River residents and its visitors will
still have to take their life in their
hands and cross by boat. But thanks
to pee-provincial election promises.
all other lo ....n roads are being paved
and ~ank.s to DREE, the main high­
way IS being paved. xtac: tamara
Const ruction's presence is strongly
felt and will be for the next three
year s as its asphalt plant rears its
ugly smoky head behind st. Alban's.

There are no road signs in the
area , so you take your chances on
whether you end up on one side of the
bay or the other first. If you tum left
when the high way ends you reach
:'.lilltown. which does not seem like a
toW," because it stretches along the
mam road for several miles. Its
most distinguishing feature is its
lovely high school. Milltown could be
aptly named "power town" because
most of the people involved in the
Power Commission live there. Just
beyond and over the hill is
Morrisville. Although small, not
much over 100people, it's an active
community with two sawmills, a
dory boat builder, a store and a few
gardens . The boat builder has been
In business only ten years, although
he has always built boats. He builds
approximately a dozen and one half
to two dozen a year. He says there's
a real gold mine in building dories,
but not many people build them
anymore.

If you turn right at the head of the
bay , you enter Head of the Bay .
Smaller than \hlltown it, too,
stretches along the main road. It's
hard to distinguish between St
.tcseph's and St. Veronica's - two
small comm unit ies - but then before

But all is not lost. As with so man} lOU know it, you are in St. Alban's.
fish plant communities, the plant St. Ignatius church dominates the
Manager was the Ma)'or, he was on town both visually and verbally.
the school board and on the church Along the water's edge are piles of
board. He made all the decisions, sawdust and several sawmills.
but now there is an elected Town Employment has always been a
Council and it's learning fast _ and p~obl.em In the Bay d'Espoir area.
well _ the necessity of working' lt s not that people are on welfare or
togetber. Se~ nut pag~}

Gaultois
(Co ll/i l Jl.lcd lrom pr"I';OU$ page)

And the Government is stalling on
the new school until the road is fixed,
but since the road doesn't get fixed,
the Government won't ever have to
build the school. So it's no wonder
the people feel they are being
squeezed out.

In the valley, and over by the fish
ctant. people have water and
sewage. but on the hill and in "The
Bottoms". they carry their water in
slop buckets from half a mile away.
Afew houses have plastic hoses, but.
of course, they freeze in winter. 1be
Town Council says, " People are
becoming reluctant to build new
homes because everyone is on top of
each other and there are so few
services" .

People have been moving into
" The Bottoms" for the last fifteen
years, but one of the more recent
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Bay d'Espoir
sawmills

J Xlt'nJlOn fretd ....orker and senior citizens of St. 4 lban 'J,

Bay d'Espoir
fC'Ql1flllut'dlmmpr<'ltQlISpa8el

unemployment. It 's that they mus t
go a .... ay . usually to Labra dor, to
.... ork in the woods which leaves
man y wives and children on their
own for months at a time. This
doesn 't help to create eithe r a sta ble
famil y life or a stable community.
Perhaps tha t is one reason why
BI:-OGO has made such a tremen­
dous impact on the community. It 's
a social acti vity that women can do.
The night this ....Titer arrived in St
u ban's jackpot Bingo .....as "on the

go" and at II p.m. the owners of all
the boarding houses .....ere still
playing Bl~GO and a very tired
DECKS A\\ ASH .... riter found a non­
bingo pla>ing family who let her
sleep on their living room sofa.

In fact BI. 'GO is so strong that a
very active. 'E W HORIZO. 'S group
couldn't get the use of the hall
because of the game. However, they
are no.... in the process of renovating
the old lire hall.

There are approximately 5.5011
people In the Bay d'Espctr area. At
the moment the Power Commission

In the Bay d'Espoir area there ar e
abo ut nine sawmills supplyin g wood
for the enure south coast. xtost of
them are small family operations ,
employing at most eight men . None
of them are involved in a woods
operation because the overhead is
too much . tnstead.uiey rely on . 'free
lancers". men who work on a
reg ula r basis cutting ever y da}',
loadi~ the wood on a truck and
deliver ing to a sa wmill for cash .
Part- t ime cutters go in on a Thur
sday. cut and pile a truck load of
woodin s ix to eight hours and pick it
up I· rid ay so they can have a little
beer money come saturday night
\ Iost sawmills get enough wood to
operate that way, but it plays havoc
on their bookkeeping because they
always have to have a ready supply
of cas h for the cutters and many
people do not pay cash for their
lumber

The sawmills only operate eight
month s of the year because the}
can' t saw in winter : the logs are toe
hard with frost; and it would cost tee
much to house the whole operation
xor is there really enough wood

and the school board are r unning xteny of the sawmills complain that
neck and neck as th e bigges t em- uowaters keep the mills frOIT
plovers. each with approximate ly operating because they have s(
60, but th e new sawmill may put much land they don't use. The ether
them down in the standings, Mac- problem is woods' roads. Some
namara Const ruc tion should provide daim the wood is there but you can't
jobs for the next three yea rs and the get at it. Now some roads have beer
Depart ment of Forestry has an promised : five miles for the
ac tiv e ex per im enta ti on prog ra m Hallands operation and two for
and empl oys a number of people. Coone ktver, none of which helps the

Although once dependent upon local small sawmills. However, it is
eN, the road has lessened its im- doubtful that even these roads will
port ance and the "Taverner" only go in because no one is bidding to
ca lls in twice a week. However, build them due to lack of available
unless you have a car, it Costs 30 machinery.
one way to Grand Falls by taxi All the sawmills now have plenty

Ther e is a husband-wife doctor of business, especially because the
team in the area, but major cases road construction companies
are take n to Grand Falls and if require lumber for shacks. forms for
anyone wants to see a dentist. he has sidewalks, etc ., and because of the
to go to Grand Falls. Despite difference in equipment at the mills
medicare. it can be expensive to be people go to different operations for
sick. different things. But the squeeze is

The gardens have long since gone going to be felt in a few years unless
and everyone points with pride to the the woods open up, or unless the new
one sheep in the area. It's a fertile- operat ions are carefully screened,
lan d, warm and free from frost, but watched and counselled ,
the Department of Agricul ture in
Grand Fal ls has shown no interest. For two years Uoyd Kendall in

To the casual observer, the area \Iorrisville has had a booming

~e~~fo~~tentia1 which has yet to IS« nut f'IZP)
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Bay d'Espoir

Enterprises

Unlo ading wood at B ill Snook's sln . mill.

Sawmills
I CU/l fl lIl u' J / ro lll /lT<>l 'io IO />rlJ«'!

bUSlllCSS because he ISone of the few
\\110 van saw i8-fool lengths. Ill'
produces approximately 500,0011
board feet of lumber a year and
employs seven people in the mill. He
has 110 fears about l "MHC requiring
that the wood be graded because he
"IIO",S they make allowances in
areas where graders don't exist
I ~tll(, backs this up because they
know that ungraded lumber is often
as good as . if not better than, graded
lumber The only problem with the
Bay d'Espoir wood, they say, is that
tree s are often cut too small and
therefore the bark is left on them
when made into lumber

HiUSnooks returned to his home in
St . Alban 's after many years away
Loth In the woods and with the
Departm ent of Forestry. He em­
ploys e ight men and also works with
a small father-son operation across
the Bay, The smaller operation can
sa w longer length s than Bill. but
beca use of the machinery it takes a
much longer time

Because of CMHC requirements
foc the grading of weed. Bill wants
not to increase production, but to

turn out a better quality product , but
this requires capital which he
doesn't yet have

Hay d'Espoir Enterprises t see
page , tried to diversify and went

~. ~:g:W:~I~~~~~en~~~~~S~:asbr.~
poor shape , Having bought up
almost every available log in the
area some months ago, they can't
saw them and the logs have been
sitting around. This has brought
criticism by operators and others
IIOt only at the Enterprise. but also
at the Department of Hural
Development for not counselling and
watching the situation better .

Every mill had a sawdust pil
sur rounding it which is a nuisan ce to
the operator. The idea of using it for
press board has been tossed around,
but nothing has come of it yet.

There 's a bi~ diver gence on pric e.
Ever yt hing from 170 to ~ for
LUOnfeet of :! x 4. xumber :! grade
sells for about $100, but you have to
watch out when ordering your wood

' If you live a great distance away .
someone from the area is apt to
come in and say he needs so much
wood in a hurr y, and the order they
have been working on for you is cut
short . You might need it just as
badly but you aren 't there to push .

Boat building

industry is

in trouble
Bay d 'Espoir Enterprises IS

primarily a longliner boat-buildin g
yard, although they do some
sawrmlling when they can get their
antiquated equipment working . It is
the brainchild of the Bay d'Espoir
Development Association, who saw
the need for employment in the area .
lJuring the election of 1972when the
cry went out for more longliners and
there wasn't enough boat yards in
the Province to build them, the
Development Association saw this
as the golden opportunity to provide
employment in the area and to
provide men with skills. It was a
natural for the area because of the
abundance of wood, and good wood
too.

The Association applied, and
received, a grant from the Govern­
ment in 1972. Although the
Association is a major shareholder
in the company, they are not totally
responsible for it. However, this
proved to bea problem, because the
banks were not eager to lend money
to such a set-up, and without
working capital the operation was
operating literally hand to mouth .
But Bay d 'Espoir Enterprises
thought they could make a go of it
because of the number of people
wanting longliners and because of
the Government's longliner subsidy
program

The College of Fisheries sent a
boat-buildin g instructor to work for
len months with the men , He helped
them build two boats. One person
from the area was sent to the College
of Fisheries to take a lofting course,
and later became foreman of the
yard. They now have eighteen
employed and there 's no question
about it , their boats are some of the
best built in xewtcundtand .

On the first boat they lost between
~$400, so on the second and third

(&t~xt~t)
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boats they bid $1.300 more for each
one, but the cost of labour and
materials had gone up SOmuch. they
still didn't take any money.

Because they still were without
any working capital to buy planks
and dr)' them ahead of time. they
had to buy logs at the last minute,
hire a truck. to gel them to the. shed.

and then set-up a hot oil salaman- dropped them just at the point where
drian to dry out the planks John they were beginning to get going.
Augot, a very tired and worn out This has done nothing but hurt the
Mar ager ofthe operation, ~YI5. "We industry, and laid off dozens ?f
should have made nearly $7,000 on people." John knows of one man In

:~~ ~;'O~~~':~ :u~:n~ Betleoram. Sidney Poole, who ~8~
to have the materials on hand. we ~~~~~ ~f I~~li~e~t~ ~~~y~~~te~I~~
just broke even on them. The one months of using the Icnghner. he
problem IS,you have to have money came to Bay d'Espotr Enterprises to
to make money." , Ht have the same length boat built,
foo~~n~~:r~~~f:: t~~~~~oo f;~ thirt:-eight feet, b~t there was no
Ionguners. a trap skiff and have - subsidy money available.
done some repairs, but beca.use the John thinks the subsidies were
longliner boat-building subsidy has halt ed because ottawa heard that
been cut off~ they can't get any more longliners were not being used and
boats to budd. some of the boats were for sale.

"Forty people wrote l~tters t? the "One reason Ircr this," says John,
Government to have their longliners "is the applicants weren't ve~y well
approved," says John Augot,. "but screened. Youfill out an application
eighteen was the number finally saying you have been fishing for two
approved, Now some of those years and you have your money for
eighteen don't want boats and the down-payment. but are you
there's been no effort made to rea lly capable of handling a boat?
contact the other twenty-twc who Are you a goodfisherman? Youalso
have said they do want ~ats. T~e have to look at the area involved,
Federal Govemrnet has said there IS because there are areas on the
money for at least eighteen boats. southern shore of the Avalon and
but the Provincial Government says Placentia Bay where lcnguners are
there isn't any, an.d there has been tied up because they could ma~e
no headway on this matter. In ~he more money in smaller boats than In

meantime, boat-builders are having larger ones." Another problem,
to go out of business." according to John. is tl-e boat

The actual word from t~e designs, which haven't been
Provincial Government on. t~IS changed, although fishing methods
matter is that new boat-bunding have changed. In Fortune Bay they.
subsidies have been passed by the do not need large boats because the
Federal Government, but because men are out in the morning and
the regulations have ~ot been back at night.
worked out, the money 1$ not yet "I don't understand Whyon VUs
ava.ilable and probably will not be Island sixty-five foot boats are to

un;~hnSU::::~~~ ~r~M whole ~~'~\\~'c~~~:y~~~:':sa~~
question of buildine: longhners .....as way and go home by car? We're out
hand~ed. very sloppily by the of isolation. Fortune Bay. has ever'
Prcvtnctat Government. "They been fished. "We're making money
geared up boat-building yards down here, and that's not about to
around the Province so they"could change. People have to go where the
handle only large lcngliners, says Itsh are. We sent a boat out ot here
John, "and then the Government
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last October for Cyril Keeping of
Burnt Islands. As soon as it was
ready for fishing he went to St.
George's Bay. There was not
enough fish there, so so~eone tells
him there's good fishing III Sydney,
so he comes back. packs his bags
and goes to Sydney. He's a true
fisherman.

"Then there's the community of
xenccntre East. It's isolated and
has high unempl~yment. Why
couldn't the Ftshertes Department
have a couple of boats built for that
area? It would keep us going and get
six or seven men working in Ren­
centre East. A few of the men fish
there, but in small dories, and it
takes them most of the day to go out
to the fishing grounds and back."

John is at his wits end. He has
tried eve rythi ng to keep. the
operation going, but everything ISat
a complete standst ill. He know~ of
another boat-builder in Clarenville,
Halph Mercer, who at his peak had
over fifty men employed, but nowhe
is laying them offten at ~ time. And

there are several others IIIthe same
situation. To JaM, the cost of put­
ting eighteen men on unemployment
is probably more expensive than the
amount of money that could be put
to.....ard boat-building and keeping
men employed.

"The oniy answer is," says John,
"If the Government could foresee
how many boats they are going to
build - new boats, replacement
boats, etc., and then allot so many to
a ship builder, so that a person
knows where he stands foc the next
three or four years."

"As it is now no one has any
secur.ty. Fishing is our main lll­

dustr·· and there isn't enough work
done" to try to improve it and
maintain it. Yet, the Russians, for
Instance. can come over and make
more fishing than we can."
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One of the Bay d'Espair Enterpr ises ' boats etmou read) ' f or the wat er.

Ralland Forest Products
Ther e's a new sawmill operation

in Bay d'Espoir which will be on a
sca le previously unknown in the
area. Ern ie Strickla nd. a native of
that area, but for many years Head
of Courses and Confere nces at
vtemortet's Extension Service, and
Ed. Ralph, a Forestry Consultant.
have joined forces to create Ralland
Forest Prod ucts.

When John Shaheen gave up his
option for developing a third paper
mill in the Province, large amounts
of land became available in the Bay
d'Espoir area . That's when
Strickland and Ralph jwnped in.
The Government alloted them the
exclusive cutting rights for sixty
million board feet of hard and soft
wcod . Once they have proved
themselves. they will be eligible for
another 3Umillion. If they average
nine million board feet a year, that's
enough for ten years, and right now
the Oovemment does not give rights
past a ten-year period. Financing
came from DREE to the tune of
$261.000 and the Newfoundland and
Labrador Develotment Corporation

helped with equity and long-term
financing.

They plan to use twenty to twenty '
five people in the sawmill and thirty
to thirt y-five in the woods. but as
with all woods operations, this figure
may fluctuate anywhere between
twenty and one hundred . People
have been hired from every com­
munity in the area and it is hoped
that it will provide a stable economic
boost to Bay d'Espoir. Right now.
the only other major employer is the
t'ower Commission, and the Dept. of
Education and many of their em­
ployees come from away .

Ralland Forest Products will be
harvesting soft and hard wood; the
soft wood being used for lumber and
construction and the hard wood
being usedfor lwnber and furniture .
Rather than compete with the
smaller sawmills in the area who
provide Iwnber for the whole of the
south coast . Ralland will be trucking
over the soon to be paved Bay
d'Espofr road to other parts of
xewtoundland and to the mainland.
They know there is a ready market
because ti6 per cent of aU lumber

used in the Province is imported.
Ralland 's wood will be kiln dried

and graded. CMHC requires it for
new const ruction, but it hasn 't been
enforced in the Province, especially
in southern Newfoundland because
the sawmills are too small. By kiln
drying wood, they will decrease the
moisture content to 19 per cent.
which reduces by half the weight of
the wood. but almost more im­
pcrtantly, the wood doesn't warp .
The consumer gets a better product
and doesn't have to worry about
such thing s as gyprock cracking
when green wood begins to dry .
Because few people use kiln dried
wood. there is not yet a demand for
it, but Ralland Forest Products are
l"lmfident that the high quality of
their product wil! create a demand.
even if it costs more than mainland
imported wood.

They plan to be in full production
by January I, 1975. Right now they
are ClAting out the site and acquiring
machinery. Their biggest problem
to date is getting such machinery as
tractors.
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LEAP
It's not a game!

In the past few years the unem­
ployment rate in Ccnne River. Bay
D'Espoir, has been 95 percent. New.
with an t'xciting new I.EAP project.
the xauve Council hopes to see near
full employment.

LEA P has pledged $-&00.000 over
the next ;j years to gel a wood­
cutting, sawmilling. and carpentry
project on its feet. There ar e 2-1 now
employed and they arc looking for
an Assistant Manager which will
bring the number to 25. Next year as
the project begins to grow, more
employment will be created

Conne niver is a Micmac com­
munity whose ancestry goes back
!OO years. They have never been
fishermen. Their tradition has lain
in woodworking and their main
income came from Bowater's
pulpwoodexport industry. Whenthis
wascut off, they wereunableto take
part in other woods industries, both
because of their inexperience in
marketing and because of their
isolation from the main centers.

The mill for the new woods
operation is built on a Micmac land
grant 2 miles north of Conne River.
Timber cutting rights have been
granted by the province in the same
area. Timber rights will be able to
support a cut of :100,000 feet a year
for 2Uyears.

Tenders have been called to cut an
access road, but the one tender
received was 3 t04 times higher than
the projected cost and the govern­
ment rejected it Now the com­
munity is seeking a small bulldozer

of their own to do the work tbem­
selves . That is the only way the) ' can
see of getting the project off the
ground this year.

The new company hopes to
produce about 35,000 board feet of
lumber every month once they are in
operation. Some of this will go to the
carpentry shop to make sashes.
doors, cabinets. etc. But they hope to
be able to market 100,000 feet this
year. Once the wages are paid, the
buildings and equipment have been
paid for, any extra revenue from the
operation that is not needed for
expansion, will mean a reduced cost
for Canada Manpower.

Marilyn John, a native of Conne
niver. says of the project: "It
means a release from welfare for
many of my people. A chance for
permanent employment for the first
time. The future is beginning to look
good for us."

LEAP (Loca l Employment
Assistance Program ) is an attempt

by the I' ederal Department of
vtanpc .....er to get back into the
labour force those .....ho han: teen out
of work for a number of years and
are therefore unemployable under
normal employment conditions. The
hope is that, having worked on a
LEAI' project for a period of up to J
years. a man or woman will then be
able to take a job on the regular
labour market

The need for LEAP wasseen when
it finally dawned on policy makers
that the whole system of social
welfare. given the low wages paid to
unskilled workers, was destroying in
the disadvantaged the initiative and
incentive to work. In other words, if
a man found he could bring more
money into the home by going on
welfare. in most cases he did just
that - stayed home and let someone
else feed him.

In some cases people were made
unemployable because of
disabilities, and others simply didn't
I~ke the whole idea of working for a
living . " The poor ye shall always
have with you," was no idle remark.
Some arc poor because of cir­
cumsta nces. others because they
prefer poverty to work. However. if
a man 's family is suffering because
of his low .....ages through back­
breaking and soul-destroying
labour. then he cannot be faulted if
he stays home.

To get LEAP going in a ccen­
ruumty. there must be a non-profit
cegsmeanon as a sponsor . If you
want to know more about the idea.
gel in touch with Canada Manpower .
Viking U1dg. Sl Jete's. phone j22­
Q.l04 , or writ e Decks Awash,
xtemonal University, st. J obn' s.
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Life in a
non-existent community

In 11\" 1'11,,-'("11

1'1:-'IIIIWIHl1'I,1I

In thl earl~ fall of 1969 the movtna
rever of centrahzauon infected the
thm in outport of Pusbtbrougf B~

late fall not a soul remained It was
saul that anpercent of the people had
to i1gr('t' to move before the rest
were Iorced to do likewise. It was
rlso said that through some un­
certain manoeuvretngs wuh the
vonng list, t'ushthrougb decided to
evacuate

\ly husband fichael. my son
k-holas and myself pulled up our

roots when we moved from Toronto
to t'usbtbrough in the "inter of 1972
our reasons for moving wer-e
several tbc matn one being the
natural environment this place
provides my husband as an artist
",e too were. in a sense, forced
to lIlOVC, Although lhl' core of
our lleing had been framed within
cit~ life, .... 1.'slowly began to question
Its value. Disadvantages began to
out\\('igh till' gains: life went by loo
fasl with little communication
between people: natural en
virunmmts were being sacrificed
for industries; modern living with
Its complex necessities encased us.
we couldn't afford to live i,n the

.rban northc rural areas ot Ontano.
financially and emotionally

Through extensive travelling and
readmg wc found t'usbtbrough. and
made one of the remaining houses
our home We brought only the
barest of necessities' food, bedding
and clothes), bought a hardy
woodburrung stove; put glass in the
windo" s after removing the rotted
remains of a past life; daily chopped
"000, ate sea food, got water (rom
our \\e11. burned coal oil lamps, and
generally outlived a very novel
"inter

Over our two year stay we haw
managed to iron out most of the
problems that have come our way
\\ e had to be cautious in our chotec
of a home, for although we "anted
freedom, cheap living, privacy, and
a natural environment. we did not
"ant total isolat ion. I'ushthrough
was our answer because one mile to
the east of us lies the lighthouse of
Dawson's Point. offering us human
company and help if needed, and
three miles to our west lies the
outport of McCallum, also offering
us company. and year ly supplies

Our main problem was tran­
sportation. We acquired a dory and
for many months rowed the three
I~ile distance separating us from

h-Callum. So often we relied on the
men from tbc lighthouse That
summer we found an old one-ton
boat with a make-and-break engine
\\ hich served us well up until the
"inter After she managed to put
herself a shore. we bought an
aluminum boat \\ ith an engine

This brings up another of our
problems, and I'm aware, a problem
of many people on this coast - that of
services. We waited four months for
our sole means of transportation to
arrive It has been stated that this
"as the fault of the ("N. There have
been cases in which these people
have been forced to wait weeks not
only for freight. but more upsetting.
for rood to arrive. There is only one
coastal boat that calls int6 e\'e~
outport on this sou'west coast this
summer. Freight boats freo.uf'nt1tR'
1'O<lSt, but often pass by isolated­
outports such as McCallum

The remaining traditional out­
ports. such as McCallum and
I, rancors, with their strong tie to the
sea, have a host of problems that
naturally accompany their in­
solation from the rest of the world
one phone per outport. offering little
or no privacy to its users, and a
limited means of communication
I they hope this year to Install
private phones}: lack of proper
sewage and clean water
McCallumers are forced to travel a

distance of two.miles in the winter to
obtain fresh water. and their har­
bour is literally a cess-pool of waste
and litter l; poor transportation due
to infrequent visits of coastal
steamers: slow services due to
tmreliability of Cr-;; an increasing
confinement of land space for
homes, gardens and school facilities
as families continue to grow; and
little cultural entertainment besides
the two available radio and
television stations.

But they bave their advantages,
and they are many, Land is tax Iree.
and homes are built cheaply.
Although imported food is ex­
pensive, there is an abundance of
natural foods obtained seasonally, if
not yearly.

tbonaoned in /969, this is the \1.Q.J' Pushthrough looked in 1973, 51'€'next page
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Francois

to Burgeo

McCallum. Francois, Grey River,
Ramee and Burgee arc totally
dependent upon t:N for everything.
During the summer a qua rter of
Franco is and Grey River boards
ever)' boat and heads for Hamea or
uurgeo. Those who don't leave come
down to the wharf to see them off
111e eN boats these people depend
upon are hopelessly small . Cl\ says
It can not put larger boats on
because the coast does not need
lhem in winter. but it's still hard on
those who have to stand for six hours
because there are no seats left. It's
especially difficult 011 rough days
when "omen and children are

Beth F rancois and Grey River are jammed between the luggage in the
nestled in a crac k of a fiord and one upstai rs hallway getting sick at
is always sca red tha t some rainy every wave. Tounsts have the
night a landslide will wipe out both cabins so they can besick In private.
towns. But both comm umues have But the tourists have the luxury of
existed for years, while others, fa r making reservations months in
better s ituated, have disa ppeared advance. An emergency trip to the
with the first rumours of reset- Burgee hospital can't be made
ne ment. These communities stayed months in advance. However. the
parti ally beca use the mer chants did fishermen don' t seem to mind the
not pass them by, and becaus e they trip , even in the worse of rolls, They
had other things going for them . just dr ink their beer and say,

Francois has survived beca use the "Clarice, it's a good thing you are
people work hard at fishing and not a cook on the dragger. You'd
make good money at it. Many fish in never last one minute."
sma ll boa ts, othe rs work on When the boat pulls into Hamea on
draggers and some of the best a summer's day, a third of the
skippers have come from Fra ncois. .. people get off; another third get off

While Grey River is an hour and a . a t Burgee. And everything comes
half by steame r from Hamea and on, from a car to a refrigerator
Burgee. there is quite a bit of In- being returned to Simpson Sears in
ter change. Grey River men work in t -ort aux Basques. Freight is loaded
Ramee's and Burgee's fish plant every which way with milk being
and on the drag gers and John Penny spilled and eggs broken, It doesn't
and Sons of Ham ea have always matte r which way the boat is going,
collecte d Gre y Rtve e's fish . freight gets loaded and the people
America n Smelti ng and Refining: just hope it gets there. Sometimes
Company also has been doing ex- freight is loaded at McCallum for
ploration work into a sma ll deposit Grey River and the boat is going:to
of tungsten. a minera l used in - Hay I.'Argent first. It's done
making steel However, no work has because peoplesay the CNfreight is
been done in this mine for seve ral in such a mess.it doesn't matterhow
year s because the tungsten ma rket it goes. When asked 'abOut the ser­
varies greatly and it has not been vice. one business Operator in
worthwhile for the company to Burgee said, pure and simple, "it
extrac t it. stinks."

GreyRiver

Push through

Francois and
Grey River

Co1ltillueJ [rom previous page

t\ fishennan gets his fuel tax- tree.
Fishing methods are still basical ly
simple, and unless gear is test. a
vessel too old for use, weather too
ustavorable. or fish scarce, there
are no difficulties in his trade that a
fisherman cannot overcome

Isolation has borne with it a
necessary dependence of the people
on one another - a dependence that
has made each outport unique and
communal. Often we have been in
need of help with our survival here ,
and each time someone has offered
us their hand.

We have no intentions of leaving
Pushthrough; we plan to teach our
son ourselves, and carry on with our
.....ay of life as long as possible. We
hope McCallum, as well as the other
sustaining outports of this coast, do
the same, for after living: in both
worlds, we can honestly appreci a te
the unique way of life the sou'wes t
coast has to offer a people.
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