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Our past

in the present

According to Dr. Frecker, former
Minister of Provincial Affairs, the
Commission of Government was
more interested in destroying than
preserving. Consequently, there was
a lack of consciousness and

dge about dland’s

their heritage and past. However,
this interest still belongs to the
upper classes; it always will until
people stop struggling to leave the
“old” of their past behind. New

past on the part of its people.
England’s merits were extolled, but
not Newfoundland's. Dr. Frecker,
says that those who should have
developed an interest in
Newfoundland, the bright students
and leaders of the future, were
educated in England and, therefore,
d away from an appreciati
of what they had. For those who
remained at home, an inferiority
about Newfoundland developed
because of the lack of knowledge
about the country and what it had to
offer. But with our entry into Con-
federation, Newfoundlanders are
beginning slowly to develop an in-
terest in their heritage and culture.
However, Dr. Frecker today feels
there is still a need for a greater
emphasis on civies which will teach
young students Newfoundland's
place and importance, as well as
give them an interest in the
Province in which they live.
Shane O'Dea, President of the
Newfoundland Historic Trust,
agrees with Dr. Frecker that today
Newfoundlanders are beginning to
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new houses and
new appliances are still the goals of
most Newfoundlanders. But it's one
of the Historic Trust’s goals to
develop a consciousness and
awareness in the public on the im-
portance and pleasure of the
preservation of historic buildings for
daily use.

Although the Naval Museum
opened in 1963 and the Newfoun-
dland Museum was reopened in 1957
on Duckworth Street in St. John's,
most museums have come into
existence since the late '60's. There
are now approximately thirteen
small museums scattered around
the Province, and requests from
communities for aid in setting up
community  museums come
regularly to the Provincial
Government’s Historic Resources
Division.

These museums have had many
visitors pass through their doors,
and the numbers are increasing. In
the Newfoundland Museumn alone,
attendance has increased 50 percent
in the last eight months over the
year before, and for the short time
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the Provincially sponsored Heart's
Contenl Museum was open, people
came from|everywhere to see it.

Hear{’s Content is an excellent
example of what Shane O'Dea:
Martin Bowe, Director of Historic
Resources; and Frank Manning,
Director of Signal Hill, all say: The
money available to develop historic
resources has not kept up with the
interest shown by the public. Heart's
Content, which was developed and
financed by the Province, can not
stay open all year because they do
not have the money for a curator.
They, like most Newfoundland
museums, are dependent upon
summer students for staff.
However, through the Heart’s
Content Museum, a few encouraging
signs have appeared. Fifst, it was
Provincially sponsored and an
excellent job was done. Second, for
the first time a Newfoundland
company has begun to take an in-
terest in historic preservation.
Newfoundland Telephone and CN
have both expressed a keen interest
in donating time and equipment to
the museum.

The Provincial Government is
slowly coming around to realize the
importance of historic preservation,
but its financial support has not been
as generous as many would like.
Although: the Provincial budget for
historic resources has doubled in the
last year, museums and historical
restorations received only $167,000,
as compared with $1,344,800. in Nova
Scotia.

However, the Federal Govern-
ment has done virtually nothing. Tt
appears that-Historic Canada stops
at Cape Breton. Louisburg, whose
place in history is far shorter and of
less importance in the long run,
according to Shane O'Dea, has had
$22 million poured into its
restoration, while Signal Hill, which
has continued to be of vital historic
importance to Newfoundland and
Canada and could have been turned
into a spectacular historic site,
received less than $2 million. A few
scattered plaques over-grown by
bushes, and a nice but small
Interpretation Centre at Castle Hill,
are hardly worth mentioning in
comparison to other provinces.
L'anse aux Meadows is held out as
the hope for the future.

Confederation hasn’t helped
Newfoundland develop a sense of
past and pride. Newfoundlanders
have done it.
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Way before

Confederation

Cupids is reputed to be the site of
John Guy's settlement in 1610. It
could be one of the most exciting
historic sites in Newfoundland or the
Atlantic Provinces because many of
e features of that first settlement
are still there: the gun plate, the
smithy, the pits, but for Dr. Robert
Barakal of !Vlenmrial‘:zhe Amht?.
‘pology Department, site is a
?sagypoinhnenl. He can't obtain the
necessary funding to do a proper
historical dig. Two years ago he
applied for a grant from the
Provincial Government but they had
no funds available. However, they
did help him with equipment a_nd

Economic Research at Memoriai.

University has helped him with
some basic payments and for
salaries of students involved in
digging.

Because it is only recently that the
Government has realized the im-
portance of preserving the past,
funds have been slow in coming.
This year the first Provincial
curator was hired, but his interests
are pre-historic and naturally this
upsets those, such as Dr. Barakat,
who feel emphasis should be placed
on Newfoundland’s many historic
sites. There’s Ferryland, which
interests Dr. Barakat immensely

ifr’i;
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‘The Norma and Gladys’

Built in 1946 by Henry William Stone in Monroe, Trinity Bay, the “Norma
and Gladys™ is the last -built in A bankin

schooner, it was used two years on the Grand Banks and three years on the
Labrador, before being sold to Captain Charlie Kean for use as a cargo
schooner. For the next twenty years the Norma and Gladys ferried fish back
and forth from Labrador to St. John’s, as well as making runs around the

because it was the home of Lord Island

Baltimore. An 18th century for-
tification is on the headlands and the
possibility of finding Lord
Baltimore's mansion is exciting. But
again Dr. Barakat is having trouble
obtaining funding, There are also
eight or nine old whaling stations in
the Province which have excellent
potential for development and would
greatly enrich our
our past. We have the people in-
terested in developing these sites, all
we need is the money to do it.

Finally, when she was about to give out, the Historic Resources Division,
through the energies of Martin Bowe, approached Captain Kean on the
possibility of buying her as a floating museumn. She was then taken to the
Clarenville shipyards and under the watchful eye of Mr. Mercer and Mr.
Hiscock, the ship has been re-rigged, restored and refitted as a banking
schooner. Soon it will have test trials to see how she runs. Captain Kean, now
in his 70’s, will be on board.

Next spring she will begin to travel around Newfoundland as a floating
museum with exhibits in the cargo hold on the Labrador fisheries. As soon as

of - the Labrador ice melts, she'll head northward, but this time those who never

knew the Labrador fisheries in its hey day will have a chance to see one of
the original ships and a number of exhibits that will tell the story. From
there, the Norma and Gladys might go anywhere because her restoration job
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has been ugh enough for her to sail the high seas once again.

Our apologies for a typographical error in Vol. 111, No. 4, on the south-
west coast. The article on communications should have read the “lifeline
of the southwest coast,” not “the south coast.” Our apologies also to
Bellhaven Fisheries in the same issue, for the incorrect title, “They
Picked the Wrong Area to Fish In.”"

Decks Awash, published bi-monthly by the Extension Service, Memorial
University of Newfoundland, 21 King's Bridge Road, St. John’s,
Newfoundland. Editor, Lois Assistant Ci of
Research & Information, Susan Sherk; Production Assistant, Ada
Evans; Photography, Lois Saunders and Susan Sherk; Graphics, Ian
Stewart. Decks Awash is distributed free of charge.

Published by Robinson & Blackmore




All the “‘timers”.

The ‘Time’

“*We were poor, but we always had
our own vegetables, our own jams,
eggs, fish, pigs, and a cow or two.
We always had plenty.”

But 1 wouldn’t go back to those
days for $1,000 a minute!”

The first quotation was from one
of the women delegates ata “'Time,”

a group of senior Newfoundlanders
who met in Eastport this year. The,
second quote was her husband’s.

Attending the meetings were: Mr.
John Molloy, New Horizons, St.
John’s; Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Kelloway, Whitbourne; Mr. and
Mrs. Andy Short, Harbour Grace:
Mrs. Myra Bennett, Daniel’s Har-
bour; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Yetman.
Pasadena; Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Senior, Red Harbour; Mr. and Mrs.
Tom Best, Fogo: Mr. Andrew
Horwood, St. John's; Mr. and Mrs.
Garfield Collier, Rose Blanche; Mr.
and Mrs. Norman Handcock,
Salvage; Mr. and Mrs. Eleazer
Hiscock, Clarenville; Mrs. Irving
Fogwill. St. John's.

Young people who attended were
Molly Dyke, Merena Powell and
Glynnis Powell from Eastport, and
Benita Hayes from St. Chad's.

The *“Time"" was sponsored by the
Beothuk group of St. John's Rotary,
the Northwest Rotary Club of St.

John's  and  Confederation

Celebrations.

The Newfoundland way of life, old
and new, was the topic of discussion.
The men and the women were
sharply divided on the question,
‘Were the good old times really
good?"

The women, most of (hem
daughters of fishermen, spoke of the
gardens, of the farm animals, of
having all the berries they wanted
from the hill sides and all the fish
they wanted from the sea. They
remembered the ‘“times,” the
concerts in the church hall, the
strong social and family ties. All felt
they had wanted for nothing, rather
they felt themselves singularly
fortunate.

On the other hand, the men spoke
of the hardships they had endured as
seamen, of their lack of education,
of the terrible work involved in
catching and making fish, only to be
paid a pittance for their labours.
They talked about the dole, and ho“

c;i;caﬁm, the young, and the world
t
Welfare:

Every delegate expressed strong
feelings about the abuse of our
welfare system, “‘social assistance,
they call it now.” One man said
those who were unable to work
should be helped, and that the
workers should pay the cost of it. But
others spoke of “arthritis as a secret
weapon in getting a_certificate of ill
health;'" another told of a welfare
family he visited recently who were
playing poker with high stakes and
with a case of beer on the kitchen
table. The phrase, “Thank God 1
never had to go on the dole,” was
repeated often.

One man who had lived for 25°
years away from Newfoundland,
said the biggest change he saw since
coming back was when a steamer
came to port with a load of coal for
his store. “At one time,” he said,
“every man and boy in the place
would be on that wharf looking for
work. But this timeI had to haul that
coal up to my shed by myself.”

one third of New
children went to bed hungry in the
“dirty thirties.”

The meeting saw changes taking
place in the Newfoundland way of
life through four avenues - welfare,

Another told a yarn. “A
fisherman died and
went to St. Peter to gain ad-

mittance. St. Peter’s reply was, ‘Oh,
that’s alright. We'll let him in. He'll
only be here until he gets enough
stamps anyway.”

(Concluded on page 8
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Lumsden

BY LLOYD HATCHER

The Prior to 1949 Lumsden North
and Lumsden South were two
comparably small communities
lying on opposite sides of a cove
about one mile apart by water and
two miles by land. The main contact
with the outside world was the
government coastal boat; although,
ically, goods and supplies

that were scattered along our
tline.

coas

Lumsden North was probably
more fortunate than many com-
munities of its size. The two leading
merchants would buy in all the salt
fish (dried, of course!), cull it, and
have it packed in casks of various
sizes, and exported to the foreign
market. This provided much needed
employment during the Fall. Rates
of pay varied from ten cents an hour
for boys to twenty for men doing
skilled work, such as culling the fish
or packing it in casks. Most work
would fetch about fifteen cents an
hour. There was also a cooperage
shop at Lumsden North. This shop
gave employment for two or three
men for most of the year.

Social life in Lumsden - North or
South - may be very simply
described: Usually in the evenings
the men would gather at one of the
local stores and talk over the day’s
events; or, gather al some neigh-
bour’s house each evening, and for
some unexplained reason, the same
faces, the same voices never got

Lloyd Hatcher

Fish ﬂlkl in Lumsden Norlh 1955.

monotonous, and everybody would
always enjoy the social gathering.
The school would have a Christmas
concert each year; the Ladies’ Aid
would have a yearly tea and sale;
and the Orange Lodge would have its
annual ‘time’ on New Year's Day -
this was the big event of the year.
People from neighbouring com-
munities would make the Orange
‘time’ a must. After the supper had
been taken care of, a massive ‘ring’
would be formed around the floor of
the hall, and the ratters would
llterally shake to the sound of
in the boat ‘till the tide runs
high"; or “King William was King
George's son.” Of course people
from neighbouring communities
would have to wait until “daylight
before setting out for home. Tired
sleepy, and waiting, it would seem
as if daylight would never come.
Periodically, one would go out by the
door to scan the skies for the first
signs of dawning. He would bring
back the sad words to his waiting
companions: *‘Boys, dar’s nar mar
marin’ at all th’ smarnin’ "',

After the twelve days of Christmas
had passed the ‘times’ would usually
be all over for the year - in fact all
the ‘pocket’ money would have been
spent, and by March month even
food supplies would be
short. The old adage: “The long and
hungry month of March,” really had
meaning for us, for by that time only
the basic foods could be bought in
the stores.

The economy depended mainly on
the cod fishery. Although, in the

forties a few people had decided to
work in St. John's, or Gander, yet,
they would - true to Newfoundland
tradition - return home for Christ-
mas, and stay home until the Spring
break-up. Mail was brought in by
coastal boat during the navigation
season, and by dog team - later by
airplane - during the winter.
Usually, there would be a period in
the Fall when the mail would be very
irregular. People travelled by
coastal boat, and, locally, by their
own fishing boats. Sunday was truly
a ‘day of rest.’

The nearest hospital - or even
medical assistance - was at Brook-
field, a distance of fifteen miles.
There were two ways to get to
Birookfield: one was to walk - by
foot, the other by boat. Many a
woman, today, has memories of
being dragged to Brookfield on a
sled, pulled by willing hands, when
the local mid-wife decided that the
case was beyond her capabilities.

Soon after Confederation came the
highway linking Lumsden, first to
Wesleyville, then to Gambo. This
highway has changed, completely,
the style of life in Lumsden.

In the mid nineteen sixty’s

Lumsden North and Lumsden South
moved together to form one com-
munity. Lumsden was incorporated
into a town in 1968, and since then
progress has been remarkable.

This year, 1974, a million dollar
water and sewer program has been
completed. The town has a water
treatment plant and a sewer
treatment plant - probably the only
town of its size in Newfoundland

(Continued on next page)
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What Confederatlon has meant
to the Labrador Eskimo

By ROSINA PAMACK-JEDDORE

Now that we are celebrating
twenty-five years of Confederation
with Canada, it might be a good time
to look at what it has meant to the
lLabrador Eskimo. Confederation
has meant a definite change of life-
style for the Inuit. Some changes are
attributed to Confederation and
others are an indirect result of it.

To talk of Confederation, we
immediately think of the concept-
CANADIAN. The Inuit became
Canadian and yet how many Inuit
are aware that they are Canadian?
We have not been indoctrinated into
feeling Canadian as others have
been through the mass media. The
mass media (radio, television,
newspapers) is not accessible to us.
The Inuit mind conjures up the
image of “outsider” when he hears
the word, Canadian.

Not only did Confederation make
us Canadians, it also meant that we
had to become accustomed to being
part of Newfoundland. Labrador
with its isolation and sparse

(Continued from page 5)

with both. Our fishermen sell their
fish daily to a local collector who
trucks the fish to the Beothic Fish
Plant, Valleyfield. The fishery is no
longer cod, but a very diversified
one. The town has electricity, its
own telephone exchange - getting
Direct Dialing next year, and is
anticipating a paved hlghway in
1975. Many of our homes - in fact
most - have television; there is
usually a dance at the ohigh school
auditorium most week-ends, there
are several night clubs lms than
thirty minutes drive, so that social
life is no longer confined to the
school concert, or the Orange ‘time."

As 1 sit in one of these Clubs,
gwzzling down a beer with a local
name, Charlie Pride - via the corner
juke box-feeding my amorous ap-
petite with *‘All I Have To Offer You
is Me,” my mind reverts to the
1940's when a similar people -
definitely more sober - become
genuinely engrossed in Lhe gaiety nf
“Sailing in the boat...” This is
progress, 1 muse.

The skidoo — a new way

of their

istered by a
far, dx.stant Newloundland govern-
ment whose policies toward native
people were not always in keeping
with the best interests of the people.
EDUCATION

With the event of Confederation
came drastic changes in the realm
of education. In 1953 we were visited

T
identity. They question the
relevancy of present curricula to
their life’s expectations. They en-
vision education as a tool for self-
survival.
JUSTICE

Confederation also meant a
thange in disciplinary factions.
had a

by a supervisor who was r
for changing over the present
curriculum to that used by the
schools in the rest of the province.
From 1771 to 1949 education had
been the sole responsibility of the
Moravian missionaries. It now
passed into the hands of the
provincial government. The aim of
education now seemed primarily to
assimilate the native people into the
mainstream of white culture.
Necessary native skills were no
longer taught in the schools since the
modern-day Inuit would no longer
need these skills. The native tongue
no longer had any importance; the
language barrier was no longer
recognized in the schools. Native
teachers were replaced by British
and American volunteers. Values
were
into the school system. Such values
were completely contrary to the
Inuit values of co-operation and
group-before-self, necessary for
survival in a harsh environment.
Today the Inuit are fighting for the

ach

LOI.lnCﬂ of Elders who settled any
disputes or grievances amongst the
people. Today we have the RCMP
with laws which either we are totally
ignorant of or which we think are
totally irrelevant. They have a
record of peace-keeping justice
which has only sown seeds of
resentment, hostility, and hatred. In
the 1950s an Inuit man without legs
was chained to a pole for hours,
amongst the dogs, in public view, by
an RCMP officer. His offence was
common drunkenness. Would a
native council pass such a harsh
sentence on a helpless cripple? The
HCMPhadahahuofseaﬂ:hmgfor

“‘home-brew” without a search
warrant and without being called for
disruption of the peace. Would a
native council permit invasion of
privacy and risk disrupting positive
community relationships on a mere
suspicion? Whistling in public places
at one time must have been an of-
fence. Either that or we weren't
aware um whistling was posiﬁve
proof of di Persons in

preservation of their
culture and traditions and a

(Continued on next page)
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Labrador Eskimo

{Continued from page 6)
Nain have been known to be arrested
by the RCMP for walking down the
road-whistling. If Confederation has
meant such high-handed and
authoritarian treatment of the
Inuit, then we would have been
better off without it.
TRANSPORTATION
" Changes in transportation have
occurred. The dogteam, the
traditional means of winter tran-
sport for the Inuit, has been replaced
by the skidoo. The RCMP have been
instrumental in effecting this
change by shooting all unchained
dogs. Bi-weekly air passenger
service from Goose Bay is now
provided. The passenger and freight
steamer now arrives every fortnight
instead of once a year. These
changes have resulted in greater
mobility, more inter-community
interaction, and greater con-
venience in travel.
COMMUNICATION
Communication services leave
much to be desired. We cannot send
telegrams. We have no radio,
television, or newspaper service.
-distance calls have to be made
on defective, out-moded radio-
telephones. Anyone who has availed
themselves of this service know how
frustrating this is. It is a little un-
nerving when you do get a call
through that your conversation is an
open broadcast to whoever cares to
switch on their radio and also to the
telephone operators.
HEALTH
Medical services have improved
We

Nain

HOUSING

What cause have we to complain?
We live in government housing.
Houses were built which ined

services. To the Inuit, resettlement

meant living in tents while waiting

for accomodation, leaving behind
e foii

two bedrooms, a kitchen, and a
porch. Family size was not taken
into consideration. We did not
deserve water and sewerage. We
had no choice of where our homes
would be buill. The houses were not
designed to suit climatic conditions
or needs of the people. The Inuit
were threatened with eviction if they
were not on their best behaviour.
New homes have meant a loss of
identity, loss of the sense of personal
achievement, and an every-gnawing
insecurity.
RESETTLEMENT

Resettlement is one of the gems of
C ion. Hebron and Nutak

since C

now have a doctor 300 miles away
from us. He may visit once a month.
The Inuit are a little leery of doctors
and hospitals anyway. Deformed
people are grim reminders of an era
when TB patients were “cured” by
removing their ribs. They wonder if
they were guinea pigs for some
medical experiment or i

program for fledgling . The
expected life-span of the Inuit may
be greater but the quality of life has
not risen proportionately. The Inuit
have been decimated by exotic
diseases introduced by the white
man. Whole Inuit communities have
been wiped out by foreign maladies.
Convince the offspring of those
buried in mass graves that Nature
was harsher than ‘‘progress.” We
are now a dwindling minority in a
land where we once held supremacy.

became non-existant in the rush for
centralization. The rational for
resettlement was improvement of

Sailing out of St. John's Narrows
in the 1940's. (Photo by Dr. A, C. Hunter).

personal toa
different hunting environment, the
inconvenience of returning to fishing
grounds in open boats and living in
tents in the summer, and it lead to
an increase in community conflicts.
The ensuing insecurity of relocation
and the futility of attempting to
adjust to depleted hunting, fishing
and, wooding grounds drove the
Inuit to the escape mechanism of
drunkenness. Their powerlessness
and insignificance in the dominant
society had been made all too clear
to them.

Is there any pride in being
Canadian Inuit? I leave you to make
the final evaluation of Con-

federation. I have told you what it
has meant to the Labrador Inuit.
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The 'Time’

(Continued from page 4)
Education:

There was an air of some concern
about an education system which
“‘teaches a boy to get a job, but not
how to be apetter man.”

They felt the schools could do a
greal deal towards preserving the
Newfoundland way of life if they
taught the skills of the community -
how to grow a garden, how to make
and mend a net, how to build a boat.
Ihey fell the schools were not
concerned with these things, and one
person felt the schools could be using
local people who are nol teachers to
pass on their skills.

Some felt the schools were turning
vul young people who believed they
“know it all” and when they go to
look for work, they are determined
not to gel their hands dirty, not to
work out in the cold, not to do any
menial tasks. “And they want the
nighest wages right off,” said
another.

A supervisor present said the
young people coming out of trades
schools today ‘‘aren’t a patch on
some of the people I had working for
e who couldn't read or write.”

Another said, *“‘The kind of
cducation you get in school is far
different from the one you got sitting
in the loft learning Lo make a net,
while the wind howled outside and
Jack Frost painted pictures on the
little window."

Young people:
One delegate spoke only of the

young as ‘“punks” who have too
much money and loo little to do. He
had found them to be rude, cruel,
ruthless and useless. And he felt the
courts were nol nearly hard e;
on those who broke the law. “They
beal up one old man," he said, “‘and
he had to spend four days in the
hospital, while they only got one
week in jail."

Other delegates felt the hope for

the future lies in our youth than

lhoseolmthepasl He said society
is far too ready lo blame the
mistakes of the few on the many.

The young people present said
they didn't think they were any
better or worse than their parents.
“It’s just that there are more of us,”

said one, “and you hear more about-

our problems in the news."

All the teens said they had found
the day’s discussions to be
fascinating, and they would like to
see a film made of the meetings and
distributed to high schools. ‘‘Our
lives are different than yours,” one
leenage girl said, “and we want to
know about it and to preserve it."”

Today’s world:

People felt some of the problems
in the world today such as a break-
down in family life, are caused
because people have too much
money and they got it too fast. They
felt people should live as in the old
days and spend only what they were
able to earn.

They pointed out that for a woman
to work in the old days was a
disgrace, but that half the unem-

Bay deVerde before *49.

(Photo by Dr. A. C. Hunter)

ployment picture loday is caused
because wouien are shown as em-
ployable.

They fell that they would like to
see a greater sense of responsibility
in today’s world. “They depend too
m:uch on someone else Lo do things
for them," they said.

They were glad lo see young
people who had gome to live in
‘Toronto coming back again. ‘“They
saw whal the life style was doing to
them and to their children."”
However, they fell that if the rural
communities in Newfoundland are
o survive, the Government would
have lo provide services such as
water and sewage for them.

They expressed a desire to see a
return Lo the old crafts such as

community would look into its own
history and see to having it wrm&n
much of what is precious in
Newfoundland today could be
preserved.

Editor’s Note: Those who at-
tended the “Time” were very clear
on what they felt about the “‘crass
commercialism” in the world today.
Ihey had strong feelings about
holding onto the values of the past
and seemed to feel that people no
longer valued hard work, a sense of
responsibility and a pride in a good
job well done. They fell that rural
communities are an extremely

part of

life. So they were asked, ‘‘What if we
find oilon the Grand Banks and our
population doubles in two years; if
there are more airports, more
roads, more big hotels, more crime,
death to the fisheries, homes
doubling in cost, pollution, gﬂmhling
casinos? Would you think this good
for our Province?

All but one man said, *‘Yes.
Absolutely it would be a good thing
for Newfoundland. Our economy
needs lo be boosted and our young
people given an opportunity to find
work here. Problems such as
pollution and crime will be dealt
with in due course.”

The man who disagreed said,
don't know now. We're getting into
this thing without knowing anything
about it. This oil could wipe out
everything that is important in
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The many faces of Petit Forte

The bay of yesterday

Placentia Bay is a bay of
yesterday. It may be the home of
Come by Chance and the phosphorus
plant, but if you travel the Bay by
boat, almost every inlet and every
island has reminders of the past. In
abandoned communities, houses,
once proud, now stand empty, their
foundations weak and their
shoulders drooping. Perhaps more
than any other bay, Placentia tells
the sad tale of resettlement.

And in the surhmer, those people
who loved their communities, and
had to move, return. Some think of
the way things were, but most fish in
their old grounds. People go back to
Harbour Buffett, Paradise Sound
and Merasheen to fish. They would
£o back to live too, if there was any
hope of receiving services.

But there are some communities
which have stuck their heels in and
refused to move. Monkstown, South-
west Bight, and Petit Forte are just
a few of them, And slowly, slowly
they are beginning to receive those
services which other communities
have enjoyed for years. At long last
it is recognized that these com-
munities just aren't going to move.
Monkstown is getting a road. Petit
Forte got electricity last year and is
promised phones this year.

Southeast Bight is getting elec-
tricity.
According to the people of Petit

Abandoned house

Forte, resettlement was like &
sickness. People from communities
around the Bay disappeared
overnight. One long time resident of
Petit Forte said *‘People didn’t even
take their furniture when they left,
because they didn'( know if they had
a place to put it or not. Most of then:
didn’t want to go. They were
frightened to death. It was really
hard on the older people who had
lived all their life in a community.
Some of them died of a broken
heart.”

Why didn't places like Petit Forte
resettle? Many of its residents did.
As in other communities, it wag an
overnight decision for them. Bul
others kept waiting for the final
word which said they had to go, but
it never came. Pat Canning, Liberal
member for Placentia West, was
there with a loud speaker, according
to the Petit Forte residents, telling
everyone that they were not going to
receive electricity, telephones,
water, etc., and that no teacher
would ever come to the community.
With promises such as these, it's no
wonder people left, bul some just
refused to believe it was true.

Earl Hickey was one of the last of
those leaving Petit Forte. He went to
Southern Harbour because it was
considered a growth centre, but he
has no water. “‘I moved”, he says,
“‘because 1 thought everyone was
going, and there wouldn’t be any
school or anything left. But it didn’t
turn out that way. People are still
there and they are going to stay. |
would move back if there was a
road.”

Earl comes back every summer
to Petit Forte with his family and
even after his family goes back to
Southern Harbour for school, he
stays, living in his old store which he
fixed up into a cosy bungalow. He
says, ‘“When we moved, I launched
iy house and put it on a barge and
took it over 40 miles on the water to
Southern Harbour. The Government
paid $2,000 for moving the house, but
it cost that much and more to move
it. We lost really.”

“Southern Harbour is made up of

Abandoned house

people from other places such as
Red Island, Bar Haven, Davis Cove,
Petit Forte,” says Earl. ‘‘These
people would rather live in their old
homes than down there. Community
spirit is not really very strong there
because most of them would rather
be home. And communities like
Petit Forte which has lost a lot of its
people, have little community spirit
because there are not enough people
left. It just about killed them to
leave. Resettlement is the worst
thing thal ever happened in the
world.”

The last 25 years may have
brought progress to Newfoundland,
but it also may have shaken the fibre
of Newfoundland; its small com-
munities. It might have been far
better and cheaper to service some
of these communities than to pay
welfare or unemployment to the ex-
residents for many years. Leo
Barry, MHA for Placentia West,
feels that to resettle thirty families,
put them on $4,000 service lots, build
new houses for $20,000-$30,000, and
be left with a new community
lacking community spirit, is a high
price to pay for not installing basic
services.
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Petit Forte

A community just receiving

the benefits of Confederation

What’s it like to live in a
community that has no roads
and that only received
electricity last year? The
people of Petit Forte have
watched everything change
around them, and they have
seen their community stay
the same, until recently, that
is.

Bertha Pearson, the post mistress
of Petit Forte says: “‘Resettlement
was like a fever. So many people
moved. Then the rest of the people
refused to do ing with their
homes because they figured they
would be moved out also.” For
years, the homes in Petit Forte were
kept spotless, but allowed to run
down. The fences weren't mended
and the flakes fell apart. There was
no sense in putting money into a
home that would be abandoned or
maybe moved and damaged. There
was no sense in fixing fences or
flakes that would be left behind.

The people continued to earn good
money at the fisheries, even when
the fish were scarce. But after 8
years of living in fear of being
moved, the eighteen families
realized that the scare was past.
They were going to be allowed to
stay. Then the community took on a
new life. The people began to ask for
electricity, and they began to fix up
their homes. The electricity was
brought in last year and two local
men, one of whom had been to
‘I'rades College and the other who
was a very handy man, wired all the
houses, and *‘The engineers said it
was an excellent job, too,” says Mrs.
Frank Leonard.

As soon as the electricity was in,
the whole community became
repairing and redecorating happy.
For so long they had done nothing,
and then all of a sudden CN was kept
busy freighting wood panelling,
linoleum, tiles, moudings, chan-
deliers, new furniture, freezers,
refrigerators, washing machines,
and dryers to Petit Forte. To go into

those houses today, you would think
you were in the very newest houses
of Gander or Mount Pearl. And yet,
what makes Petit Forte one of the
most  beautiful communities
anywhere in Newfoundland, are its
large frame houses, 5060 years old,
and its fields, woods and beaches, all
impeccably clean.

Petit Forte used to stretch for
three miles along two sides of a bay
and beside two harbours. It would
sometimes take 45 minutes to walk
Lo the catholic church. The ‘road’ is
one of the best anywhere. All built by

hand many years ago, it has
causeways, bridges, and em-
Petit Forte's

promised a phone system. Leo
Barry, MHA for Placentia West
says, “These people are determined
to stay, and I can’t see bringing up
children in this day and age without
some of the advantages that other
families have.”

The people are now talking about a
road because Monkstown is getting
one, but to reach Monkstown no
rivers are crossed. To reach Petil
Forte by road, many bridges would
have to be built, and they are very
expansive. However, Baine Harbour
and Parker’s Cove are only an hour
and a half away by boat, and the
possibility of a daily ferry service

deep water harbour was home to
many a banking schooner and its
fishermen were some of the best to
be found. Sometimes the harbours
were so thick with boats that they
formed a bridge from one side to the
other.

The Haydens and the Wakehams
first settled in Petit Forte in the
1800's, and the people were totally
self-sufficient. Up until ten years
ago everyone had their own gardens,
chickens and ducks, and the wool
from the sheep was carded, washed
and spun for much of the clothing.
The only remnants of the old days
are the sturdy black horses that still
roam the many open pastures.

The people of Petit Forte are
dependent on the Tavernor twice a
week. It goes to Argentia twelve
hours away on a Tuesday and goes to
Marystown three hours away on
Thursday.

For many years Marguerite Hann
had the only phone. CN paid her a
nominal sum to keep it. All day and
all night people tramped through her
house wanting to use it. Sometimes
they had to wait because Southeast
Bight also used the same line. If
someone called into Petit Forte,
Marguerite would have to walk half
a mile to someone’s house or else
persuade a thild to run to ‘the cove'
or to ‘the bottoms”. con-
stant needling. the people have been

between Bight, Petit
Forte and Baine Harbour, is not
unreasonable. It would enable the
residents to have dentists and
doctors appointments in Marystown,
as well as do some shopping without
spending a week away from the
community. Nor would they be
laking an able man away from his
fishing to ferry them to Baine
Harbour or Parker’s Cove.

The possibility of Petit Forte
becoming a permanent fisherman's
service centre, in light of the
number of men fishing in Paradise
Sound, is not out of the question
either. Already during the fall, fresh
fish is picked up every other day
from Eugene Jones, who weighs and
ices them in his father’s store. The
fish is then taken to Arnold’s Cove.
In the summer, the fishermen fish
around Paradise Sound and the fish
is picked up there directly.

There aren't many young people
in this community. Either it is going
Lo have to work together and fight to
be a service centre, or to have
regular ferry service as they do in
Norway, or the young people are
going to leave. The community has a
lot of potential. There is no welfare
to speak of, the people are hard
working and prosperous, and way
ahead of other settlements without
roads, but they haven't xet_learned
to work together. ==
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Petit Forte

Eugene and Gerald Jones icing their fish

Gerald and Marguerite Hann — storekeepers
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“We need a
whole basketball”

The school in Petit Forte on the
wesl side of Placentia Bay has
changed very little in twenty-five
years. True, nol as many students
drop out at fourteen to go fishing, but
still after grade nine, they have to go
to high school in St. John's or
Placentia, where they have
relatives. It's hard for these
students who are used to a one room
school, no books and no athletic
facilities, to suddenly fit into a huge
school system where the teacher has
little time to give individual in-
struction to help these children
catch up. Most of the students return
home after a year, because they
prefer the life in Petit Forte. For the
first time, there is a chance that the
present teacher will offer upgrading
school al night for grades, 9,10 & 11.
Seven teenagers are interested in
going.

The school was built in the '30’s. It
was a one room School with a hall
above it for dances and gatherings.
Recently, the one room was par-
titioned, but the stove is in one room,
and the other room is without heat.
Up until a year or 8o ago, the school
had only a “‘dixie"” for heat, but it's a
little better now, The old septic tank

toilets are still open in the hall and
the new toilets are in the elementary
classroom with a petition around
them. In the hallway the oil tank
leaks into an open bucket and the
fire extinguisher has never been
filled. The press board in the
hallway has never been covered.

Petit Forte is lucky. This year's
teacher was brought up in the
community before his family was
resettled to Rushoon. He knows the
kids, their families, and their
problems. He knows what it’s like to
go to school in one room. “Every
year the teacher changes,” says
teacher Eddie Hayden, ‘‘but the kids
like it because il's about the only
thing that happens. School is really
boring to them.”

Eddie has had his troubles with
the School Board. Because there are
only seventeen students, the School
Board keeps cutting down on the
funds they can get. “The school is
entitled to $100 for supplies and
equipment,”’ says Eddie, ‘“‘but
because we are small, they cut us to
$75. 1 tried to explain that we still
need a whole basketball and whole
books, no matter how few students
we have, but they don't seem to

An ahandoned house at Petit Fort

A moming’s chat at Petit Forte

understand.”

For the first time in many years,
Petit Forte has two teachers. In the
past one teacher had to teach grades
18, an impossible task, at best. As
Eddie says, “When I was here
before teaching for four months as
an emergency supply teacher, the
School Board expected me to teach
nine religion texts. The Board had a
Religious Education Supervisor at
the time, so I wrote her and ex-
plained if parents wanted their
children taught religion, it should be
laught properly. I suggested she
come down here and tell me the
basics of what should be taught. The
last day of school she called.”
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*1 feel if we had joined the United
States, we would have had our
resources developed faster and
more fully, Of course, our resources
would have run out faster too.”

“I've always felt we would have
been better off with the United
States, but since Vietnam and

Watergate, right now I think we're
just as well off as we are."”

Only two opinions from an in-
terview in Baie Verte that was
widely divergent in viewpoint, and
brought out strong arguments on the
many topics discussed. The men
were from Local 7713 of the United
Steelworkers of America, and at-
tending were, President, Martin
Saunders. Alphonsus Walsh, Bob.
George. Tony McCarthy, Bob
Regular, Barry Noftall and Bill,
Cramm.

Baie Verte has had three lives.
There was an old mine there in 1915
and when that phased out, Bowaters
came in and started a woods
operation. Now with Advocate Mines
and Rambler Mines employing a
total of 800, the town has grown to a
population of 3,000, from the 600
that were living there in 1960.

The men are now concerned that
the American owned company is
interested only in taking what they
can oul of the town and putting
nothing back. They believe all
mining projects in the future should
see the company setting aside a
percentage of the profits towards the
day when the ore runs out. This
money should then be used by the
miners for retraining and
relocation.

But they don’t see that happening
unless the companies are forced tc
make that agreement before the
Government gives them the rights to
take the mineral out. F

The union is also concerned about
some company practices. They say
a great deal of ore is being wasted
and that the waste dumps are
covering many acres of good prime
timber land. On top of these waste
piles, the company is dumping
garbage, and there is so much waste

Baie Verte

asbestos seeping into the bay that
there are no fish left in the waters.

One man lold of working in
Belgium, where the Newfoundland
asbestos is processed. He said where
550 jobs are created in getting the
asbestos out of the ground, over 2,000
Jobs have been created in Belgium in
secondary processing. They feel this
is monstrous, especially in view of
the fact that this resource belongs to
the people of Newfoundland and is
non-renewable.

The open pit mining is an open
sore on the face of the country side,
and the men don't see any way of
forcing the company to do what they
can to cover up the open pit mine
before they leave.

Overall, there was general
agreement thalt neither the
Provincial nor the Federal
Governments have been prepared to
protect the resources of Newfoun-
dland, but have all too readily given
away what they could in order to
attract foreign companies in here.
They were unable to see any solution
Lo the problem of either attracting
local capital that might show more
concern, or of preventing continued
rape of the Province’s resources.
However, they felt stiff regulations
imposed on foreign i

(These opinions might be of in-
terest to the Daniel's Harbour area,

where a new zinc mine will be going

into operation next year.)

Local 7713 has strong opinions on
many topics besides the company
and they weren't hesitant about
expressing them.

On Ottawa’s Control

“Idon’t think Ottawa should have
the right to control our fisheries,
unless they saw the Province was
abusing the right. And Ottawa has to
et down to talk to the fishermen,
and not have some hairbrain up
there coming up with schemes that
don’t make any sense at all.”

“You also have people like Brian
Davis making a noise about things
he knows nothing about.”

“‘Newfoundland has been a
scapegoat. When the salmon were
getting scarce they stopped our
fishermen from fishing. But the
Danes catch more in one day than
our fishermen caught in a whole
year. Then to keep Brian Davis quiet
they spend thousands watching our
fishermen and they're still talking
about stopping the seal fishery
altogether. When are they going to
get some sense in Ottawa and come
and ask us about it?"

**One of those days you're going to
have some Engli come over

would lessen the impact on the
environment while it protected the
rights of those who essentially own
the resources. *‘What's the good of
belonging to a big country like
Canada,” they asked, “if she either
can't or won't protect our rights?”

here and say, ‘look what they're
doing to the poor cod fish, taking
them out of their environment like
that. Terrible people, ‘make them
stop.” And then Ottawa will stop the
fishery altogether. It's insane.”
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St. Lawrencél

St. Lawrence on the Burin

Peninsula has enjoyed
prosperity  since Con-
federation, but prosperity

has brought alot of hardship
too. This is St. Lawrence's
story as told by several of its
long time residents.

le: most Newfoundland outports,

t. Lawrence was a fishing com-
mumly before Confederation.
Banking schooners were an every
day sight and smuggling fish to St.
Pierre was not uncommon. Because
of the poor road systems all goods
came by boats,

The general merchandise stores
on the waterfront sold primarily
English goods because England
gave a preferential tariff which
Canada did not. After Confederation
everything changed as far as sup-

(Continued on next page)

ehiia
Opinions
(Continued)
on the Queen
think Canada should have
nothing to do with sovereignty. It
casts too much and that fellow that
travels along behind her for his free
drinks, he should be shot."

*“That’s your opinion. I don’t think
she’s all that important but it's kind
of nice to have her.”

“Gentleren, look, the Queen is a
dignified lady. And every city that
she visits feels dignified too because
she was there."

I think if you took a vote you'd be
surprised at how many would vote to
keep her on."”

“When you've got to take a ship
and a ship’s crew to transport one
person, there’s something wrong."

“When the Queen came to Corner
Brook™ they dragged all the poor
patients out of the hospital, down the
elevator, down the street, so she
could come and speak to them. Then
she was late leaving wherever she
was, and she only waved at them as
she went by. They didn't want to see
the Queen anymore than I did.”

“That wasn't the poor Queen’s
idea, to drag the patients out of the
hospital to see her."

On Weliare

“Some guys are getting paid for
staying home all day, hunting,
fishing, having sex, while other guys

are working for small wages to pay
for it.”

“I know a guy I went to school
with. When [ was home last winter
during the hockey playoffs, he in-

vited me down to his house to watch
the game in colour. He's never been
able to find a job, he's 49 now, got a
car, a skidoo, a boat in the bay, a
pickup truck. He poaches moose out
of season and sells the meat.”
“Some of the trouble is caused by
men kicking their wives out to work
for eight weeks so they can collect
unemployment for 44 weeks.”

*“Careful with that talk of the men
kicking their wives out, in this day of
women's lib."

“Do you know that a guy who
works all his life and pays into the
scheme all that time, he gets a lump
sum of three weeks pay out of the
fund."”

“‘Any scheme you come up with to
help people who are out of work is
bound to be abused. We'd be in a sad
state without snmeﬁung like
unemployment insurance.”

wer is a cause of a
lot of unemployment. I worked in
Corner Brook and I was three years
trying to get a job in Labrador. I
couldn't live on the wages I was
getting, but they turned me down for
every foolish reason they could think
of. Once they said I was colour blind,
and I paint pictures for a hobby.”
“Yes, you had to live on the east
coast to get a job in Labrador. I was
working in Gander. I flew into St.
John's, went to the Manpower office
and got a job right off the bat.”
*“I'd like to know how much money
they spend on Canada Manpower
compared to the money they spend
on Unemployment Insurance.” '

On French Canada

“I think every Canadian should
learn to speak French and English.
And I think we should all learn to
appreciate each other's culture.”

“‘Well, what about the Italians,
would you have us all speak Italian
too?”

“The Italians aren’t a part of
Canada the way the French are.”

“1 don’t find French Canadians
want to learn to speak English. I've
been in a store in Quebec and asked
for something and they said they
couldn't understand. I know for a
fact they could speak English, but
they wouldn’t serve me because I
didn’t speak French.”

“‘But that's not the majority. We
have some Newfoundlanders too
who'd slam the door in your face, but
that’s not the majority.”

‘““The French they teach in our
schools, though, is not French
Canadian. It's from Paris, and you

can't use it in Quebec.
On the Train Passenger Service

““Canada treated us like second
class citizens when they took our
passenger train off. I got nothing
against the buses, we should have
them too, but no other Province has
to do without a passenger train.”
““It costs too much to run a

train i

in
;l'he Canadian tax payer won't stand
or it.”

“The problem is with standard
guage. We should have had it written
into Term 29 that we’d have a
standard rail guage. That’s where
we made the mistake.”
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plies were concerned. Merchants
began to buy their goods from
mainland Canada although they lost
4 considerable amount of money
because of the hidden tax.

Before 1951 in order to reach
Marystown, people had to drive
around the tip of the boot through
Grand Bank and Burin, but in 1951
the road was put through from
Marystown to St. Lawrence which
cut off two and one half hours of
driving time. That road was finally
paved in 1972. Now the run to
Marystown takes only half an hour
and those from St. John's, can make
it to St. Lawrence in four and one
half hours. St. Lawrence is no longer
isolated.

The population of St. Lawrence
was approxhnalel) 1800 in 1949,
lodav is about 3000. The increase is

due to the Fluorspar mine which
mnsl everyone is connected with, if
not working in. Alcan, the present
owner of the mine, employs ap-
proximately 450 people from St.
Lawrence, Little St. Lawrence,
Lawn, Lamaline and Lord's Cove.
There are also transients, in the
mines, s and

the next ten years water and sewage
was brought into the community.
l.ater other local roads were paved.

For Bibianna Tobin, a housewife
and organizer of the St. Lawrence
Widows Special Fund, Con-
federation brought better schools,
better food, Family allowance and
for a time, Mother's Allowance.
Since she has been a widow for many
years, these things have meant a
great deal to her.

However, everything hasn't been
rasy Whal is perhaps most on

’ minds is the sickness and
death In 1972 there were 89 widows
in St. Lawrence, but it was not until
eight years ago that a doctor
discovered that silicosis or “‘Black
Lung” was the cause of many of the
deaths. A new ventilation system
was put into the mines, but no one
will know how successful it is until
ten or more years have passed and a
young miner still has a clean bill of
health, without any signs of
radiation.

For the widows of these men, the
last twenty-five years have not been
happy ones. First they lost their
and then they received no

mainlanders, who rent or board in
St. Lawrence. Housing is at a
premium and vacant land is almost
non-existent hecause local people
are holdin,

Soccer, Keman, bingo, dances,
and variety shows are the major
activities and volleyball is on'the up
surge. For the St. Lawrence
residents, the changes since Con-
federation have been both good and
bad. There is a better standard of
living than (here used to be and
because of the mine the people of St.
Lawrence enjoyed prosperity
earlier than other residents of the
Burin penninsula.

Si. Lawrence was incorporated as
a town in 1949, although several
attempts at incorporation had been
made prior to Confederation.

After  Confederation,  St.
lawrence's member, Phil Forsey,
thought that a town with such a
thriving industry should have a town
council and eventually one was
appointed. The president of the local
union was asked to be chairman and
to appease the east side of St

.awrence, who were anti-council,
the council quickly built a road in
that area. The Council then in-
troduced taxation which upset a
number of people and the chairman
resigned. St. Lawrence then began
to elect their Town Council and over

compensation. They had no choice
but to go on welfare. When it was
finally discovered that silicosis was
causing all the deaths, the mine
companies compensated the widows
through insurance, but the widows
received only 6% . of what they
should have recerved because their
welfare was deducted.

Peter Harrington, of the Social
Action Centre, learned of this and
fought to have $40,000. returned to
the widows. He won.

Bibianna Tobin, one of the widows,
also went after a special fund from
the Provincial Government and
Alean for the families of those who

ied in the mines. She won. The
amount one receives from the
special fund depends on how much
money the family already receives
and the size of the family. A widow
with no dependents receives $30.50 a
month and for every child a widow
has, she receives an additional $7.50.
But there is only a half million
dollars in the special fund and it
won't last forever. However, it is a
big help to those widows with five
children, who for years were
receiving $110.00 a month and who
took in what ever boarders or sewing
they could to make ends meet.

Alcan says it has a hard time
finding people to work in the mines.
One difficulty is the lack of housing

in the area, but residents of St.
lawrence and other communities
say it is also the fear of “the
disease™ even though conditions
have improved tremendously.

Most people are also upset at
Ottawa's lack of concern for the
lishery, citing Joey's phrase of
“*burn your boats because there will
be five jobs for every man.”

“That just hasn’t been so,"” said a
number of St. Lawrence’s residents.
Despite their prosperity, St.
lawrence is actuely aware of how
their life might have been had not
the mine come along.

*‘St. Lawrence prospered, but so

thas crime and a lowering of moral
standards,” says Aubrey Farrel, a
local merchant. The self reliant
simple life has gone. Few people
have gardens and pollnﬁm runs
rampant. Bakers’ bread is on the
increase and the chicken take-outs
do a thriving business.

The people of St. Lawrence are not
in love with CN either. Goods from
the mainland are transported to St.
John’s by CN and then they are
laken 1o St. Lawrence. Aubrey
Farrel, a local merchant says that
before Confederation *‘we had better
transportation than we do today.
I'his is because small boats used to
come directly from Sydney or
Halifax and we would get goods in a
day or two.”

Prosperity is not always won
without some losses. St. Lawrence
has proven that.

28,000 MEN PROSECUTED THE
CODFISHERY FOR LAST YEAR

el grtn o e e 187 < L1 s s
s o e

Reprinted from the Evening Telegram
1949.
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At a recent meeting with
Decks Awash, some mem-
bers of the Lawn Develop-
ment Association on the
Burin Peninsula, talked
about their community and
how it has changed over the
past twenty-five years.
These are a few of their
thoughts.

The people of Lawn always fished
until the mine in St. Lawrence, a half
an hour away, was established. Then
they mined and fished until World
War 11, when most people gave up
fishing to work in the mines. The
number of mine employees from
Lawn dropped off after the war, but
it still continues to be the biggest
employer, employing 80-9 men in
the winter and about 50 in the
summer. One member of the
Development Association said,
“Skilled miners are so hard to find
that you can pick and choose your
job in the industry. You can quit
there tomorrow and be hired again
next week." Right now there is no
unemployment in the area. Jobs are
available in the mine, a small fish
plant and on road construction.

16

In 1949 the population of Lawn was
800. Now it is about 1,000. The in-
crease is not due to the young people
staying, because few are interested
in a life time of mining or fishing.
The increase is caused by reset-
tlement of such communities as
Round About and Webber's Cove.
Although on the road, these com-
munities were lold they would not
receive water, sewage or a school.

Although the residential com-
munity has slowly increased, the
business community has increased
by leaps and bounds. About the time
of Confederation there were only two
stores. Now there are 15, including 4
chicken take-outs.

The Lawn Community Council
was formed in 1952 and became a
Town Council in the late '60's. They
received ther sewage in the early
‘60’s in a unique way. *“You put in
your own sewage and the Council
paid you for doing it," said Dave
Rex. “The wages you made went
against the materials.”

They got a water system a few
years ago. “‘Before that we had a
system of community wells; one

well serving ten or twelve houses,”
said Dave. ““Out of the fifteen we had
in the community, there was only
one that the Department of Health
approved for drinking. This was one
of our biggest weapons when we
went for a water system. We were
having a lot of health problems and
the doctor blamed it on the water.”

They also got a water system
because they agreed to install it
themselves. Contractors said it
couldn't be done for less than
$500,000. The community received
$300,000 and put $50,000 into a capital
account; with that they bought the
equipment and rented it back to the
water system. “By the time the
water system was finished, the
equipment was making money for
us,” said Dave Rex. Through the
Provincial Planners they obtained
an engineer who oversaw the job. He
was their only professional help.
Another factor that made it work
was that much of the pipe went
through rock and many of the people
who worked on the system had
worked in the mines.

Some concern has been expressed
about the present water system in
Lawn and St. Lawrence. The water

(Coninued on next page)
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runs off of granite which has a very
high uranium content, but no
research has been done yet to see
whether this uranium content is
dangerous.

The Lawn Development
Association was formed in 1970. A
group of concerned citizens wanted
the townspeople to work together
because every time a proposal was
sent to Government by the town
council or a group of citizens,
Bnother group from the community

alrudy sent in a petition
against it. Said Dave sz “We
formed the

17
geese.

To the Development Association
the most noticeable change in the
community over the last 25 years is
the decline in interest in the fishery.
Joey said ‘burn your boats.” The
men did, and turned to the mines.
Some members of the Development
Association said Confederation
would have made no difference to
the very neglected fishery because
of the foreign fleets, “We have
downgraded the fishermen in
Newfoundland and the fishing
profession,” one said. However,
another ion member said,

Association by mvmng each
organization in the town to send
representatives. We thought if we
could get an organization,
representing all these different
organiutlona. to agree to do
something, then you would have
nobody left to sign a petition against

thn asked why these petitions
occurred, the group from the
Development Association said
people were afraid that one part of
the community would receive a
benefit before another part.
However, these jealousies are
beginning to subside and the com-
munity is slowly, very slowly,
starting to work together.

One result of this co-operation is a
small salt fish plant which employs
50-60 people. The fish plant had
always been there, bul it was passed
from hand to hand with no one able
to make a go of it. H.B. Dawe of
Cupids is now the broker.

The Development Association was
also involved in starting a com-
munity pasture, but its basic
problem is not enough hay for the
animals. Like most Newfoundland
communities, the people of Lawn
used to individually own cattle, but
“today you couldn’t give away fresh
milk,” says one member of the
Association. Cows are kept for the
meat.

Individual gardens are just about
gone, although Vince Tarrant

cleared 20 of his 100 acres for cab-
bage, turnip and potatoes. He had
been trying to farm for years, but
obtaining crown land was a very
slow process. Now he has loans from

lhe Deplrlment of Rural
Farmers Loan
Burdandhelusvhehutmnmem

equipment. The soil is rich and
despite a late season, this year’s
crop is good. His market is the St.
Lawrence-Marystown area.

, he wants to diversify
and have cows, pigs, ducks and

“If we w ere on our own and had nol
Joined Confederation we could have
declared a unilateral limit.”

Education, medical services, and
supplies have improved. However,
pollution is on the increase, and
there still is that age-old problem of
getting people to work together as a
community. “People want to know
what's in it for them,” said one
member of the Association. *‘Lawn
isnota town, itisa lot of houses, and
the people are not thinking what
they can do for their town, but what
the town can do for them. However,
we started something this year that
may help. We invented a birmday
for Lawn, called *Natal Day.’ A lot of
people pitched in and helped out.
This is the sort of thing that should
have happened a long timé ago, but
it didn’t, and now it's all an up-hill
climb.”

Another problem is the lack of
student activities. There are lots of
organizations — the Council of
Catholic Men, St. Anne’s, the Royal
Canadian Legion, the Ladies
Auxillary, the Fishermen's Co-
operative - but their social life
centers around bingo.

A couple of years ago the com-
munity submitted four applications
to LIP, hoping to get a soccer pitch
or baseball diamond. What did they
get $15,000 for? A tennis court, and

re has never been a tennis racket
within 50 miles of it. With a little
imagination it has become a won-
deriul place to play soccer and ride
cycles.

And what about future plans?
Recently, the Lawn Development
Association joined with Lamaline
and Lord’s Cove to become the
Greater Lamaline Development
Association. Their objective is to
work for the good of the area in
trying to diversify the economy and
possibly build up a tourist industry.
They have also received a $12,000
grant from the Department of Rural
Development.

The following article was written
after a meeting with Councillors
\llan Ball, Gus Kerwin and Ralph
Nichols, and Mayor, Wallace House.
We thank them.

“Just as Gander is the gateway to
the west, so is Deer Lake the
gateway to Western Newfoun-
dland”, says Mayor House. The
airport, with as many as five daily
flights in and out, emlﬂoys abut 80
people. “We'd also like to be a
supply centre for the Northern
Peninsula," said the Mayor, “but
we're nol able to compete with
Corner Brook on that as yet."”

Deer Lake was incorporated in
1950 and at that time had a
population of about 2,500. Today,
Deer Lake has 5,000 people. The
town has near full employment.
Deer Lake is a traditional woods
centre and now the Highways
Department Depot employs more
than 100. The power plant employs
about 70. . _

The motel at Deer Lake has been
extremely successful and there is a
need"for 200 more hotel units. There
are now two doctors and a dentist
working in the medical clinic, and
when the X-ray equipment and the
lab gets going, and the third doctor
is found, Deer Lake will have the
capability of coping with most
emergencies and health problems in
nearby communities.

It sounds rosy, but the Deer Lake
Council has its problems. For one
thing, Mayor House feels
Newfoundland municipalities do not
have enough autonomy, especially
in such things as raising taxes. They
have to apply to the Province to do
that. And he is also concerned that
neither the Provincial nor the
Federal Government is prepared to
allow councils to draw up long range
plans for developmenl and to give
them the wherewith lo carry out

(Continued on next page)
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those plans. “‘People live in com-
munities”, said the Mayor, “They
don't live in Newfoundland or in
Ontario. And communities won't
come into their own until Ottawa
allows us to make, and carry out,
long range plans for our people.”

‘“When they campaign”, he went
on, “‘politicians promise big things.
But after the election is over, you
find those big promises are nol going
10 be kept next year, or the next. It
may take eight or nine years to have
those things pul into effect.”

And the Council pointed out
another problem. The Province will
pul pavement on a main road
through a small town. And they will
often build water and sewer systems
for them. “Now these communities
have an annual tax of $10 a year.
They gel their pavement, their
water and sewage pul in. But we've
gol to tax our people $200 a year on a
$20,000 house, and there's a $54 a
year water tax besides. And our
roads are in worse condition than the
small places. How do you explain
that to a votes

“Yes, and it's a squeeky wheel,

democracy,” said one councillor.
“It's time that squeeky wheel was

replaced,” retorted another.

““Right now Newfoundland is one
big begging process', said the
Mayor, “and that's why you see
councils having temper tantrums
and resigning. It's all out of
frustration.”

The councillors spoke also of a
resentment lowards St. John's “‘St.
John's gets everything,'" they said.
"It gets a fire fighting force and a
police force thal has to be paid for by
laxes from people in places like
Deer Lake. Thee's a lot of bad
feeling about St. John's over that

Deer Lake air terminal building

kind of thing. l( makes us second
class citizens.”

The Council is also concerned that
people who live outside their
boundaries are using Deer Lake
services bul paying no laxes. “One
answer for that,” they felt, “would
be to require every part of the
Province to be in a zone. So that
where one community leaves off,
another takes over. Then every
householder would be contributing
in municipal taxes in some way."

At the meeting, the councillors
talked about some of their feelings
as Canadian citizens.

On the CBC

“What bugs me about the CBC is
that they come on with things llke.
‘from Vancouver to Halifax' "

“*And why do they say the news
will be on at 8 o'clock, 8:30 in
Newfoundland? They don't give us
Vangouver time, or Mnnlreal time.
Don't they think Newfoundlanders
would know what they meant if they
said 8 o'clock Eastern Standard
Time?"

“‘1 sometimes sit and watch these
CBC plays and they're too far out for
me to understanad. I sometimes
think they're doing these for the

Town council offices, Deer Lake

Americans, to try to get the
Americans to watch them. They
don't make any sense to me.”

“And they show mnothing about
Newfoundland except fish. There's a
lot of Newfoundlanders who have
never seen a cod fish."

I think the CBC is good, but why
do they have all that advertising? I'd
be prepared to pay double taxes if
they’d take that stuff off. It's idiotic
most of it.”

*‘1 suppose they send all the old
stuff down here, after it's a year or
so old. I'm nol saying that, just
asking a question?’" (Editor’s note:
All programming after 8:00 p.m
comes directly from Toronto).

“l read somewhere that CBC
Corner Brook produces more local
programs than many bigger cen-
tres. They do a good job in Corner
Brook on the CBC".

On the Welfare State

‘“We've gotten away from our total
dependance on nature, where we
had to put up with the elements no
matter what. That's a good thing.
But I'm a little concerned about this
welfare mentality that came with
Confederation. It wasn't necessary.
It was alien to the Newfoundland
way of life. The quality of life has
improved, bul I don't think the
reliance on welfare has helped us."”

“Yes, but guys who work on the
minimum wage have a perfecl right
lo go on welfare, If wages were
higheer, you wouldn't have as much
unemployment."

“Yes, but you take all the welfare
in Newloundland and you take all
the men that are needed in the woods
today. Now people don't want Lo live
away from home and do back
breaking labour like that.”

“But it's not the back breaking
work people think it is, and you can
make $10,000 a year for working in
the woods for only eight or nine
months.'*

“But the kids don't want it, even
for that kind of money. The schools
are telling them to stay out of the
woods and the ﬁshmg boats, too.
That’s not helping.”

*“There’s a lot of resentment here
in Deer Lake now because Bowaters
is putting in a permanent camp 30
miles away.The men will not be able
to get"home at night. People don't
like that idea."
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Westport,

White Bay

Deer Lake
(Concluded)

“‘Oh, I think most people want to
work. They' d do anything not Lo go
on welfare.”

"Some peuple say they're cracked
for that.

On Canadian Attitudes

“They think we're a bunch of
ignorant fishermen down here. They
gel thal from television because all
they ever show is fishing."

“Canadians think all Newfoun-
dlanders are stupid and ignorant."

“Bul you must realize thal
mainlanders don't meet the best
Newfoundlanders. Those who are
qualified get jobs here and stay
here, It's those who can’t get work
that end up in Ontario.”

“It's a good thing for Newfundland
that so many educated people are
coming in from outside. Especially
lo the University. That makes the
University what it should be—
universal. But I also think
Newfoundlanders should be given
£ood jobs at other universities in
Canada.”

**1 think any job should be given to
the best man qualified, whether he
be a Newfoundlander or otherwise.”

“People think Newfoundlanders
feel inferior. But you know,
Newfoundlanders don't think they’re
inferior to anyone. In fact, they
think they'ré a darn sight better.
Look at the exuberance of their
songs, ‘'I'se The Bye’, for instance.
But we're a humble people, and
that's why they think we're in-
ferior."

““We don't know enough about
each other. I think it is these ex-
change programs, like the Young
Voyageur, that is making us better
Canadians. It is the best thing that
has happened o education that I
know of."

“You know Americans always got

along petter with New(ound.landers
than the Canadians,

“That's because of the way
Americans are. They're more
outgoing and not as arrogant as the
average Canadian.”

‘‘Perhaps Canadians, feeling
inferior to Americans, have to make
someone else, such as the
Newfoundlander, feel inferior to
them.”

International Unions

“I'm a union man myself, but I
don't think Newfoundland unions
should be affiliated with national or
international bodies. It only takes
money out of the country and makes
some people rich keeping the unions
goi

“I'don’t agree with you, We need
their financial support here in the
case of a strike, but it depends on the
quality of the National Executive.”

“I think unions are good things,
but sometimes when I read about
their executives in the papers, I'm
not sure jt's a good thing for
Newfoundland."”

“I'm a union man oo, but one of
the curses of unionism is when you
have cross trades and one guy has to
move a shovel full of gravel to do his
work, but he can't do it until the guy
who shovels gravel comes along.
That's the curse of the country."

“Yes, but a shovel full of gravel
soon becomes a wheel barrow full.
Most companies would definitely
abuse the right to make that man
move his shovel full of gravel.”

On Confederation

“‘Although I've since changed my
mind, | was an ardent anti-
Confederate at the time and
lavoured union with the United
States.

“*Confederation has taken us out of
the dark ages, health

Westport
White Bay

“The Confederation Celebrations
was too foolish to look at,"” said Gus
Ricketts, sixty year old fisherman of
Westport in White Bay. “When 1
seen thal go on and nothing done for
the fishery, I couldn't look at it."”

Gus and his two brothers are the
only three fishermen left in Westport
and they haven't been doing much
this year. They had to sell their
salmon catch around the community
because there were no buyers, they
haven't set their $15,000. worth of
traps, and their only hope at all for
1974 lies in the possibility of pickling
some mackerel during the fall
There's a lot of flounder and turbot
around, but no one is taking it.

Four years ago Gus and his
brothers had a bumper crop. ‘‘We
salted 630 quintals of fish, pickled
100 barrels of mackerel and 60
barrels of turbot. We got $34.00 for
the turbot,” he said, “‘and they say
they are getting $100.00 a barrel
now."”

The Ricketts family has put a lot
of effort into their fishery. Their
large stage at the Southern tip of the
town looks like any federally built
complex around the Island. They
have got good gear and they have
kept their boats in good repair. Up to
two years ago they sold their catch
to the Nippers Harbour merchant.
But when he went out of business,
they had to bring their catch to the
plant in LaScie. The plant refused to
pick it up, and Gus bought a truck.
But the twenty miles of winding road
(it is so winding that it looks like it
followed a trap line,) and the fifty
odd miles of highway up to LaScie,
made the trip cost more than they
made. They had to give that up.

Now a Development Association
has gotten underway in Westport,
and its first objective is an
icemaking machine. Several men in
the town who are working elsewhere
want to get into the fishery, and if
they could hold their catch until such
time as they get a truckload, the
LaScie plant will come and pick it

up.
_ It’slittle wonder, though, that Gu.s

and education. Sometimes it has
been ioo fast, and it'll take another
generation beforewe will be able to
Jjudge its effects.”

ed. Th
Federal Gnvemmem pledge (or

(Continued on next page)
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Come By Chance. Some commute
estport daily, others come home on

weekends, but every son of West-
(Concluded) port, no matter how far away, comes

§7,000.00 towards the machine if the
province would put up the other
$20,000.00 The province said they
couldn’t help because they had no
money, and when Gus saw the
money being spent on celebrating
Confederation, he was ‘‘right
discouraged.”

Right now, trying to make a living
in the fishery, Gus is no better off
than he was before Confederation.
He has high praise for improved
education, hospitals, roads, calling
them “‘wonderful things.” But he
says, “‘We had a good merchant to
look after us then. He treated us fair,
and we got a good living. But now we
got to look after ourselves.”

In 1949, Westport dwellers had two
homes each. It was three com-
munities then, Western Cove,
Wiseman's Cove and Pound Cove.
Every spring the whole

home for two weeks in the summer.
Gus himself has three children
working in Wabush, one in Quebec
and the youngest son is taking grade
11 in Baie Verte.

““But the whole peninsula depends
far too much on Baie Verte,” says
returned Westport son, Max Jacobs.
Max moved back to Westport
last September after five years of
“torture” teaching in St. John’s. He
is teaching in the Vocational School
at Baie Verte now and commuting
the fifty miles daily.

“Once the mines run out in Baie
Verte,” he says, “what is going to
happen to all the little communities
around this coast? Someone's got to
take a good hard look at what else
we have got to develop here.”

With that in mind, Max has been
trying to get the communities in-
terested in forming an Area

would pack up all their

Already

stoves, bedding and all, and move
the quarter mile to the adjoining
beach and their fishing grounds and
stages. “The last thing you would
move was the cat,” says Gus.
Moving day was a gala affair, with
every member of the family
carrying something. The children
continued to go to school in the
winter community, because it was
only a short walk through the woods.
These days are gone now. Most of
the workers have found jobs in Baie
Verte, or the lumber camps, or even
as far away as Corner Brook and

there are in Fleur-de-
Lys, Wild Cove and Pacquet. They
have not attempted to get Baie Verte
itself involved because there is a
general feeling in the area that if
Baie Verte got started first,
everything would go there and
smaller communities would be “‘left
out in the cold.”

They have a Secretary of State
grant of $3,500.00 to pay for equip-
ment, office space, telephone calls
and travelling expenses to allow
people to get together. Interest in the
association was high in the begin-
ning, but is flagging now that the
provincial government refused help
with the icemaking machine.
However Max is hoping that interest
will revive and that by next year
there will be enough involvement in
other communities such as LaScie,
Mings Bight, Seal Cove, and the

seventeen other places on the coast,
to form an Area A and

GUS RICKETTS

The young people of Westport are
happy there too. There are no drugs
and little or no juvenile delinquency.

*‘The RCMP tells me that Westport
is one place we don't have to worry
about,” said Max.

Gus said, “The kids are pretty
good. They like to be in the woods,
and out in the boat. They're nice
youngsters here.’"

The high school students took 2nd
place in the Provincial Drama
Festival last year.

A few years ago, Westport felt it
was being encouraged to move out.
“the field workers from the
government came down,” said Max,
“and they said they were going to
start an association. But then they
began sending around petitions to
et people to sign that they wanted
to move out. But they needed 80 %
at that time, and they couldn't get
that many signatures. I guess they
gave up after that.”

The following conversation with
Gus H.Ickelts points out a real

seek government assistance for a
full time field worker.

Max sees development with such
things as the icemaking machine for
Westport and blueberry farming. He
hopes development would not mean
a loss of the community spirit they
have in Westport, though. There is
no community spirit in Baie Verte,
he feels, because people there don't
feel Baie Verte is home. “Home is
Trinity Bay, or Westport, or
somewhere else. It is never Baie
Verte, when you ask them."

toda

Gus: Seems like everyone w}{o
leaves Westport wants to come back
here. Seems like they works for 50
weeks to be able to come home for
two weeks.

Interviewer: Why can’t they work
here, Gus?

Gus: Cause they can't get jobs
with the education they got.

Interviewer: Then did their
education do them any good? If it
made them unhappy?

Gus: Oh, yes, education is good.
Any kind of education is good.



1949
1974

21

Conversation with university
President M.0. Morgan

Dr. Morgan s the son of
Jacob Morgan, a
Newfoundland school
teacher who lived and taught
in many isolated parts of the
Island. The salary of a
teacher in the early part of
this century, did not allow for
luxuries. Old Jacob and his
wife caught and made many
quintals of fish, especially in
Harbour Deep, so that their
children could have a
university education.

Today, their eldest son,
Mose, has reached the
highest position in education
circles, but he says the
necessity of making fish
never hurt their his own
opportunities, nor his
parents lives. “In fact,” he
says, ‘‘they pointed to the
years in Harbour Deep as the

happiest in their lives.""

How has the schoeol system
changed in the past 25 years?

Well, the first time I went to a
school that was larger than two
rooms, was when I came to St
John's to get grade 11. In those days
grade 11 was available only in the
larger centres. And students would
have to pay their own way, their own
boarding fees and so on. The only
subsidization then was if you wanted
to be a teacher the school board
might quietly help out.

1 suppese that is the greatest
improvement in our secondary
system loday - the fact that high
schools are available all over the
P'rovince.

You did not suffer by being
vducated in a two room school?

Not at all. You see, we had then
what they now refer to as an ‘open
system’, that is you could go ahead
at your own pace. If you had the

Conversation with
Dr. Leslie Harris

Dr. Harris was born in St.
Joseph’s, Placentia Bay, one
of the first Newfoundland
communities to succumb to
the centralization program.
He has been a teacher in
many parts of the Province,

and today he is Vice-
President (Academic) of the
University.

Is the cducation system so

designed that it is perpetuating the
traditional ways of life, or is it
contributing to a new way of life”

The education system is trying to
bring us into the mainstream of the
North American way of life, and by
and large, these are incompatible
with the (raditional life in the
Newfoundland outport. These values
would have come anyway, because
we would have been drawn into
North American life, with or without
Confederation. What we call
‘progress’ has been bought
wholesale from the various com-
wunication  systems, radio
television, magazines. The
education system, like all our

systems, has attached itself to ap-
propriate bandwagons, without
really coming to grips with the
underlying values that make such
innovations valid in other societies.

Has Newfoundland cver really
articulated what our particular way
of life is?

No, not really. Certain groups,
such as the various denominations
have articulated what they believe
Lo be important in life, but, by and
large, they were not looking to a
particular Newfoundland tradition,
but looked somewhere beyond.

Few of our writers have been able
to express il. Ray Guy came closest
Lo it in his columns that dealt with
Juvenile Outharbour Delights, but
perhaps others have not had the
capacity.

How important is education in the
whole scheme of things?

An education system, properly
built, can do an enormous amount in
the preservation of values, but 1
believe the family is a far more
potent force in il an in-
dividual's values. I believe a child

DR. M.O. MORGAN
initiative to get ahéad, it was
possible to do so, but if you didn’t
have that drive, then it was possible

not to. .

And the school year was geared to
the social and economic needs of the
community. In berry picking
season, the school would close and
(Continued on next page)

DR. LESLIE HARRIS
already has his attitudes towards
society, towards his envimnn:lenL
by the time he is six years old and no
fgvmeuneanhisahlewcbangemaL

To give a very simple example.
The value system which threw out
the 100 year old, hand-crafted kit-
chen table in place of a shiny new
chrome one, has placed a value on

(Continued on next page)
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Dr. M.O. Morgan
(Concluded)

when the boys had to go into the
boats with their fathers, the school
would close, They made up the lost
time by teaching on Saturdays and
others holidays. But life today is too
complicated to allow that sort of
thing.

Is the education system really
offering us better choices? Can a
highly degreed person become a
tisherman?

1 see no reason why a man with BA
cannot be a better fisherman than
one without that degree. Or why an
economist cannot run a better
longliner, or a fish plant, or even the
general store. However, those with
skills such as engineering may have
acquired the kind of skills that are
not needed in the small community.
But there is nothing to prevent the
person with a general education
from living there.

What then is preventing us from
oing just that?

I find a big difference in the at-
titudes towards education between
the pre-war years and now. Before
the war, we went to university to
become educated. Now you go to

look for a good job. When 1 became
interested in the classics, for
example, at no time did Father ask
what 1 was going to do with it. But
since the war, more and more
emphasis has been on gelting a
degree to get a good job.

If you go back to the pre-war
thoughts about education, there
would never be any question about
whether an educated man belonged
in the fishing boat or not. It wasn't
something that you sold in the
market place. It was something that
would develop the person himself.

How do we get around that?

1 think the schools should be of-
fering more opportunity to develop
talents. There are some programs,
but not nearly enough. Young people
are directed along certain routes,
not because their talents don't lie
elsewhere, but it is easier to get
assistance to go elsewhere. We
heard recently about a young man
who is determined to become an
engineer. But he has to go first to
Trades School to make enough
money to fund his education.

Is that not praiseworthy?

1 praise the man for it, but I
criticize the system that makes it
necessary. He should be permitted

POUCH COVE- fish flakes are becoming a thing

of the past. (Photo by Dr. A.C. Hunter)

Lo pursue his career withoul this side
road.

What would you like to see in the
schools to provide greater choices?

1 think we should have a much
broader advisory program and a
greater variety of programs, in the
arts, for example. And perhaps
cvery high school should be attached
to a vocational school so that
students can find out what their
natural bent is. All we do is pay lip
service lo woodworking, for
example.

Is the responsibility for that on the
university which is teaching the
teachers?

No, the responsibility is on the
curriculum committees, on the
boards, on the policy of the
Government. On the other hand,
should teachers come up with
schemes of that kind, they would
probably get a sympathetic ear in
the Government.

Are we educating people out of the
lishing boats?

Yes, we are, and I think that whole
business is unreal, is a hangover
from the past. I suppose every step
ahead has its price, but that is a
price that is too high to pay.

Dr. Leslie Harris
(Concluded)

tradition that no amount of
preaching in the classroom can
change. This is symbolic of the way
in which we tend to discard our
traditional . heritage, not only in
material things, but in what we
carry around inside us. I think we
have discarded a great deal and I'm
not sure we could have stopped it if
we had warnted to.

But having said that, I think the
schools have been very remiss in not
using the resources they have
around them in building their
programs - resources such as local
people, local traditions. Had these
things been incorporated into our
teaching system, children would
have been made aware, far more
than they have been, of their own
environment and their own
relationship to it. The schools have
not given students those choices.
They have clearly defined one path
to ‘progress,’ a word which I often
deplore. Progress is only such when
it leads to a better end, otherwise it
is only movement.

And you cannot blame the system.
We have the most flexible system in
the world and teachers and boards
are perfectly at liberty to in-

(Continued)
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A small, old-style bunkhouse

The following information
came from Roy Forward,
Administrative Officer
Department of Forestry. Mr.
Forward was born in Grand
Falls and began his career
with the A.N.D. Company.

Twenty five years ago, loggers
would live in bunk houses that were
usually built of logs, with a tarred
roof and white board floors. All
around the outside walls there were
built-up bunks with round logs in the
bottom, and on this was laid a foot of
green boughs to provide whatever
cushion they could. On this the
loggers spread their bedrolls. The
only thing separating the men was
the stick that held the bunk in place.
Fifty men would occupy such a
bunkhouse.

In the middle of the house there
would be a big old wood stove and
two or three old washpans in the
corner provided whatever sanitary
facilities there were. These stunk to
high heaven in the summer when the
heat and flies got at them. A little
hole in the floor carried the water
away when you were finished with it.

(Continued on next page)

Dr. Leslie Harris
(Concluded)

corporate what they wish into the
learning experience, as long as
students are taught to master
certain  skills  for  public
examinations. But it has been far too
comfortable to blame the system for
what has really been our own
failures to incorporate into the
process what we consider important
to a totally educated person.

tradition and values.
Some communities have resisted
Is this an

of values?

1 think so, yes. But this happened
after the process had halted. There
were very few spokesmen against it
in the early days.

You see our young people have
been taught a respect for authority
and they bought, unquestioningly,
the bill of goods Government sold
them. This unquestioning ac-

is changi now,

Having been involved

for the better, and we are

with the
how do you feel about it?

The program was a bad one and it
was badly implemented. I am very
biased about this. Some com-
munities died that need not have
died, and my objection has been that
communities that would have died
anyway were not given the op-
portunity to die a natural death.

The issue was forced by a
Government that believed ours
would become an industrialized
society. They made a careful
assessmenl of the cost of services on
the one hand, and the cost of welfare
on the other, and they decided it was
cheaper to pay welfare than lo
provide the services these com-
munities needed to stay alive. They
took no account whatever of

gram,

better able to make our own choices.

But even now, those communities
still remaining are not at all sure
how they are going to continue to
make a living. It is all very well to
talk about traditional values, but
they are asking, “What are we going
1o eat?”

was

really offered us the choice of opting
lor rural living?

The education system has bought
a value system from the rest of the
world. But so has the rest of society.
How many people have you heard
say, “I've been in the boats all my
life, but my sons will not have to go
through it.” Once you say thal, you
are really writing off your com-
munity because its way of life will
die with you. But had the Govern-
ment made fishing a viable
operation, we could have had the
same economic results brought
about by centralization, but without
the agony of that program. We could
have had our cake and eaten it too.

Is Iceland living proof that fishing
can.be an cconomic alternative?

Yes, and there is a very pertinent
point here. Iceland was poorer than

The outport
built on the fishery, but to make the
fishery a viable living, we must
protect the resource. The Federal
Government has allowed our waters
Lo be raped in the most unmerci
fashion and the Provincial Govern-
ment has raised no protest about it. I
think we can only maintain the
Newfoundland way of life if Ottawa
is prepared to protect the resource.

But has the education system

Newfoundland twenty-five years
ago. But her people had a very

“strong educational tradition. Every

individual was developed to the
highest degree possible. And when
they won economic freedom from
Denmark, they were able to choose
for the fishery, and to build it up into
an economic way of life.

Newfoundland has a lot she ca:
learn from the Iceland experience. T
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In the woods

(Concluded)

Today you have these mobile
trailer camps that are as modern
and comfortable as hotels. The food
is better than you would find in
many homes, with the chefs having
undergone special training to
qualify for their jobs. The lpggers
have individual, beautifully ap-
pointed quarters with all the modern
conveniences and there are
television rooms, laundry facilities,
lounges and so on.

The men usually get home on
weekends, pooling their resources,
and they often get home two or three
nights during the week.

In contrast with this, now, you
have the industry
Columbia where there are no camps,
with loggers commuting by bus
every morning and bringing their
lunch cans with them.

in British -

Asked why the industry is having
trouble attracting loggers, Mr.
Forward suggested the trouble is
with the itinerant loggers who get a
licence to cut near their homes and
are still working under extremely
difficult conditions, some of them
even without power saws. In these
cases, conditions are not much
different than they were fifty years

ago.
Admitting there are vast im-
provements in the living conditions

Today's bunkhouses

By MARG KEARNEY

In 1949 when Newfoundland
became part of Canada, the con-
struction industry could be con-
sidered an area where a man might
go, if he didn’t want to go fishing.
The industry then employed about
seven thousand people. Today, 25
years later, the construction in-
dustry is the biggest giant of our
Industrial picture, not only in the
Province, but in the whole of
Canada.

Twenty-five years ago if a man
went to work on a construction job as
a labourer he could expect to make
40 cents an hour; he generally
worked a ten hour day in fine
weather, with no overtime; and
vacations were rarely considered.
He worked as long as there was work
available, and could expect to take
home about $16.00 per week.

As of now a construction worker
earns $4.35 an hour for a 40 hour
week, 6%  for vacation pay and
with fringes can take home almost
$200.00 per week.

Since Newfoundland became part
of Canada the industry has grown
steadily in the Province. In 1951 it
employed an average of 8,428 men
and the value of the work performed
stood at nearly fifty million dollars.
In 1973 there were 14,553 men em-
ployed in the industry and the value
of the work performed stood at
414,947 million dollars. In other
words the construction industry has

Continued on next page)

experienced in the logging camps,
Mr. Forward believes these im-
provements would have come
anyway, even without Confederation
because the industries are com-
peting with their products on a world
market and they would have to keep
up both the quality and quantity of
their output. He suggests the labour
movement has had as much impact
on working conditions in
Newfoundland as the political
system.
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value in

grown

eight times in
iwenty-lwo years.

In 1971° the industry peaked at
22,508 workers but this can be at-
tributed to the building of Trade
Schools around the province, the
increase in the building of
denominational schools, and the
constructing and paving of many
provincial roads. The pumping of
DREE funds into this Province has
Lo be considered also a determining
factor in the growth of the industry.

Those in the construction business
say the three giants of the Industry
in Newfoundland are Seaboard
Construction, Lungrigans Limited
and Crosbie’s, and the lion’s share of
the industry has been concentrated
on these firms.

The escalations of the costs of the
business in the last few years
because of inflation makes one
wonder if the construction business
will not fall into the hands of the
governments because they will be
the only ones large enough to cope

with the rising costs.

Schools thal could be built for
$26.00 a square fool three years ago
now cost $35.00. Re-enforcing steel,
one of the musts of the industry two
years ago cost $185.00 a ton. It now
costs $360.00, and every other cost in
the industry down to the smallest
nail has incréased likewise.

Come-By-Chance which stands as
one of the largest single undertaking
in the province over the past 25
years, particularly when one con-
siders it's related ‘‘spin-off’
projects, stands up front as one of
the areas where labour costs took
the biggest jump, with strikes on the
site resulting in the costs escalating
by about 30%  in some trades.

1975 will be a good year for con-
struction in St. John's with summer
games and possibly a sports com-
plex held out as carrots to the in-
dustry, and one can imagine that the
proposed Lower Churchill

will create i
excitement o those interested in
Labrador.

Housing construction will depend

largely on available mortgage

money and unless interests rates are
rolled back, the average family man
looking for accomodations will
certainly not want to tangle with
existing high mortgage rates.

The trades are negotiating wage
agreements in April of 1975 and if the
artisans of the trades ask for
unreasonable wage rates rates, then
the construction industry are liable
1o stumble under too leavy a load
and only the giants will survive.

Joey
is back!

Joseph Roberts Smallwood has
always been a rebel. He first
became a champion of human
rights when at fourteen he led the
battle for more molasses on the
pudding at boarding school. He
became a staunch socialist, a
defender of the down-trodden, in
his work and travels through
Nova Scotia, Maine and New
York in his early 20's.

1945 found Joe, afler an up and
down career, mostly in jour-
nalism, an ardent advocate of
union with Canada and the next
four years of his battle for that
union would fil volumes.

The battle was won on that
fateful day, March 3isi., 1949,
when Britain's oldest colony
became Canada's newest
Province, (The date had been set
for April 1st., but Joey refused to
allow history to name it an April
Fool's trick).

For the nexlt itwenty-three
years, Joey pulled this land,
‘kicking and screaming’, as some
would have il, into the 20th.
century. He won every Provincial
election for the Liberals until
October, 1972, when his party
managed only a draw. After only
a few months as opposition
leader, the man who had ruled
the Province for twenty-three
years became silent and unseen.

But now, Joey is back. His
fantastic energy seems to have
slackened, but only slightly. He
will campaign on a ticket ol
political reform, first for the
Liberalleadership, and then, thai
won, for the supremacy of the
Liberal party in the nex!
Provincial election. Vietory in
both would mean another term as
Premier for a man who has
always stood out from the crowd -
a man whose achievements are
well known, but whose mistakes
will remain the judgement of
history.




DECKS
AWASH

26

Newfoundland outport
joins the great auk

.
By Garth Cochran

Many Newfoundland outports are
dying! Many others died a long time
ago and still others were buried
under the resettlement program.
They died, and are dying, because
most outports have become one
industry towns. They will continue to
die as long as they are allowed to
remain that way.

One industry towns are always
vulnerable. Look at the number of
ghost towns around North America,
places that died with their only in-
dustry. Shattered hulks of houses,
dust, weeds growing through
floorboards, and no people: all these
things are a common sight when a
mine runs out, when the oil wells run
dry, when the trees are gone, or
when there is no longer any fish.

Not too many years ago, the
outport family had a simple
existence, but a diversified
economy. People grew most of their
own vegetables for the winter, and
cut their own firewood. They raised
their own animals for meat and
caught fish for the winter table. In
fact, they provided just about
everything they needed by their own
labours. That which they could not
grow or make, they bought with the
proceeds of fishing or woodcutting.
It was this way for decades.

As for preparing his fishing gear,
a man had ample time in the spring
and fall to repair or remake the
small amount of gear he needed. A
failure in any one, or even any two of
these things would not bring total
disaster.

During this period before our
“awakening”, social changes were
going on. But the changes were
slow: in tune, one might say, with
the pace of life in Newfoundland.
Roads crept along the coast.
Electricity dribbled slowly into
those communities that could afford
it. But then came Confederation, and
with it came money from Ottawa.
Existing Government programs
were accelerated. New programs
were started. Roads raced around
the island. Electricity flowed where
once it was a dream. People could

talk with relatives across the island
and around the world thanks to the
telephone. Water and sewerage was
installed. Paved streets and street
lighting. Councils and taxes! All of
this had to be paid for.

Unfortunately, for many com-
munities, the changes occurred at a
time when the forest industry was
turning professional, after 1958:
work in the woods dried up. Soa man
had to turn to fishing to make the
money needed to pay for these
“‘amenities” of life. But more fishing
meant less time ashore, less time for
the garden and to cut wood. So food
and fuel had to be
make up the difference. That, in its
turn, meant more fishing and less
time for other things.

, it became

difficult for a fisherman to earn a
living at sea. Twenty years ago, they
were told to burn their boats, and the
policy behind that was to almost
ignore fi i Thus,

The type of lamp that New-
foundiand could be produc-
ing. This one was built in
The United States and ex-
ported to Canada where it
sells in St. John's for $190.

and gear? New fishing techniques?
These can only partly fill the need in
the outport. What is necessary for

we lost the opportunity to be first in
the developing offshore fishery.
Foreign fleets were built and sent
over here to get the fish we were not
catching. Perhaps if we were cat-
ching it, then these fleets would
never have been built. Perhaps, if
we had started earlier to develop our
fishery, these countries would have
seen no sense in trying to compete
with us for fish they could have
bought for less than it cost them to
build and operate their fleets.

But the fact is that we were not
ready, and they did come. And they
raped our stocks! Fishermen found
they needed bigger boats and more
fishing gear to catch the same fish.
Capital investment in the inshore
fishery blossomed from less than
five thousand dollars per boat and
gear to upwards of $150,000. Now the
fishermen are really vulnerable to
vagaries in weather, markets or
stocks of fish. When any one of these
things goes against a man, he has a
disasterous year. He has nothing to
fall back on except welfare
payments of one kind or another. He
loses' his independence and his
dignity. The cost to society is
tremendous.

What is the solution? New boats

the as a whole is to
eliminate the dependence of the
local economy on a single industry.
There are many ideas floating
around for small cottage industries
that would diversify the economic
base. Joey tried it, but he made a big
mistake. He imported materials to
make products for a small local
markel. Businesses were saddled
markets, and heavy competition
from larger, well-established
mainland companies. The real
solution would be to use local
resources; wood, minerals, sea
shells, etc., to make a product that
people elsewhere would purchase. In
otherwords, look towards the larger
mainland and international market.
Now that something could be as
simple as a lamp or a piece of fur-
niture with a nautical flavour. But it
probably should not be a2 model dory
which has become a cliche. It should
be something, made by local craft-
smen, that is useful around a
i house, and i
that would remind him of the sea
and of Newfoundland. The idea is to
sell Newfoundland. After all, its
about time that we exported
something besides fish and people.
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