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the Provincially sponsored Hearl's
Content Musewn was open, people
came Ironueverywhere to see it.

Heart's Content is an excellent
example of what Shane O'Dea;
Martin Howe, Director of Historic
Resources; and Frank Manning,
Director of Signal Hill, all say: The
money available to develop historic
resources has not kept up with the
interest shown by the public. Heart's
Content, wtKh was developed and
financed by the Province. can not
Slay open all year because they do
not have the money for a curator.
They, like most Newfoundland
museums, are dependent upon
summer students for staff.
However, through the Heart's
Content Museum, a few encouraging
signs have appeared. First, it was
Provincially sponsored and an
excellent job was done. Second, for
the first time a Newfoundland
company has begun to lake an in­
terest in historic preservation.
Newfoundland Telephone and Ci'"
have both expressed a keen interest
in donating lime and equipment to
the museum.

The Provincial Government is
slowly coming around to realize the
importance of historic preservation,
but its financial support has not been
as generous as many would like.
Although. the Provincial budget for
historic resources has doubled in the
last year, museums and historical
resto rations received only $167,000.
as compared with$l,344,800. in Nova
Scotia.

However, the Federal Govern­
ment has done virtually nothing. It
appears that Historic Canada stops
at Cape Breton. Louisburg, whose
place in history is far shorter and of
less importa nce in the long run,
according to Shane O'Dea, has had
$22 million poured into its
restoration, while Signal Hill, which
has continued to be of vital historic
importance to Newfoundland and
Canada and could have been turned
into a spectacular historic site,
received less than $2 million. A few
scattered plaques over-grown by
bushes, and a nice but small
Interpretation Centre at Castle Hill,
are hardly worth mentioning in
compartson to other provinces.
L'anse aux Meadows is held out as
tbe hope for the future.

Confederation hasn't helped
xewtcundland develop a sense of
past and pride. Newfoundlanders
have done it.

Our past
in the present
According to Or. Frecker. termer

Minister of Provincial Affairs. the their heritage and past. However,
Commission of Government was rhis interest still belongs to the
more interested in destroying than upper classes; it always will until
prese rving. Consequently. there was people stop struggling to leave the
a lack of consciousness and "old" of their past behind. New
knowledge about Newfoundland's neighbourhoods. new houses and
past on the part of its people. new appliances are still the goals of
England's merits were extolled. but most Newfoundlanders. But it's one
not Newtoundtand's. Dr. Frecker. of the Historic Trust's goals to
says that those who should have develop a consciousness and
developed an interest in awa reness in the public on the im­
Newfoundland. the bright students portance a nd pleasure of the
and leaders 01 the future. were preservation of historic buildings for
educa ted in England and, therefore, daily use.
educated away from an appreciation
of what they had. For those who Although the Naval Museulll
remained at home, an inferiOl"ity opened in 1963 and the Newfoun­
a bout Newfoundland developed dland Museum was reopened in 1957
because of the lack of knowledge on Duckworth Street in St. John's,
about the country and what it had to most museums have come into
offer. But with our entry into Coo- existence since the late ·60's. There
federation, Newfoundlanders are are now approximately thirteen
beginning slowly to develop an in- small museums scattered around
terest in their heritage and culture. the Province, and requests from

However, Dr. Frecker today feels commumtles for aid in setting up
there is still a need for a greater community museums come
emphasis on civics which will teach regularly to the P rovincial
you ng st udents Newfoundland's Government's Historic Resources
place and importance, as well as Division.
give them an interest in the These museums have had many
Province in which they live, visitors pass through their doors,

Shane O'Dea, P resident of the and the numbers are increasing, In
Newfo undla nd Hist or ic Trusl, lhe Newfoundland Museum alone,
agrees with Dr. Frecker that today attendance has increased 50 percen t
Newfoundlan ders are beginning to in the last eight months over the
develop a strong awareness of year before, and for the short time
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Way before
Confederation

Cupids IS reputed to be the site of
John Guy's settlement in 1610. It
could be one of the most exciting
historic sites in Newfoundlandor the
Atlantic Provinces because ma ny of
tJle features of that first settlement
are still there: the gun plate. the
smithy, the pits, but for Dr. Robert
Barakat of Memorial's Antbro-

•pology Department, the site is a
disappointment. He can't obtain the
necessary funding 00 do a proper
historical dig. Two years ago he
applied for a grant from the
Provincial Government but they had
no funds available. However, they
did help him with equipment and
Economic Research at Memorial.
University has helped him with
some basic payments and for
salaries of students involved in
dtzgfng.

Because it is only recently that the
Government has realized the im­
portance of preserving the past.
funds have been slow in coming.
This year the first Provincial
curator was hired. but his interests
are pre-historic and naturally this
upsets those, such as Dr. Barakat,
'" ho feel emphasis should be placed
on Newfoundland's many historic
sites. There's Ferryland, which
interests Dr. Barakat immensely
because it was the home of Lord
Baltimore. An 18th century for ­
tification is on the headlands and the
possibility of findi ng Lord
llaltimore's mansion is exciting. But
again Dr. Barakat is having trouble
obtaining funding. There are also
eight or nine old whaling stations in
the Province which have excellent
potential for development and would
greatly enrich our understanding of
our past. We have the people in­
terested in developing these sites, aU
we need is the money to do it
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'The Norma and Gladys'
Builtin 1946by Henry William Stone in Monroe, Trinity Bay, the "Nonna

and Gladys" is the last Newfoundland-builtschooner in existence. A banking
schooner, it was usedtwo years on the Grand Banks and three years on the
Lab rador, before being sold to Captain Charlie Kean for use as a cargo
schooner. For the next twenty years the Norma and Gladys ferried fish back
and forth from Labrador to St. John's, as well as making runs around the
lsla nd.

Finally, when she was about to give out, the Historic Resources Division,
through the energies of Martin Bowe, approached Captain Kean on the
possibility of buying her as a floating museum. She was then taken to the
Clarenville shipyards and under the watchful eye of Mr, Mercer and Mr.
Hiscock, the ship has been re-rigged, restored and refitted as a banking
schooner. SoonIt will have test trials tosee how she runs. Captain Kean, now
in his 70's, will be on board.

Next spring she will begin to travel around Newfoundland as a floating
musewn with exhibits in the cargo hold on the Labrador fisheries. As soon as
the Labrador ice melts, she'll head northward, but this time those who never
knew the Labrador fisheries in its hey day will. have a chance to see one U
the original ships and a number 01exhibits that will teU the story. From
there, the Norma and Gladys might go anywhere because her restoration job
has been thorough enough for her to sail the high seas ooce again.

Our ap%gles for 0 typographical error in Vol. J11, No. of, on the south·
west ceest. The article on communications should have read the "lifeline
of the southwest coast," not "the south coast. ,. Our apoloRil"s also to
Bel/haven Fisheries in the some issue, for the incorrect title, "They
Picked the Wrong Area to Fish In.''

Dec ks A.uh, publl.hed hi-monthly by the Extension seevtee. Memorial
Unlvenity 01 Newfoundbnd, %1 Kin,'s Bridle Road, St. John's,
Newfo.ndland. Editor, Lois Sunden; Assistant Co-ordinator of
Resea~b & Infor mati on, SUla. Sherk; Produt'tloa Anl,tant, Ada
EnD'; Pbotoll'aph" LoI, Sunden and SUIA. Sherlt; Graph!rs, lao
Stewan. Def:'u AWalh I, distributed free of ('harle.

Publi&hed by Robinson a. Blackmore
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The 'Time'
" We were poor, but we always had

our own vegetab les, our own jams.
eggs, fish , pigs, and a cow or two.
We always had plenty."

Hut " I wouldn' t go back to those
days for $1,000a minute!"
·1'11 e f irst Quotation was from one

a/the women de/eROIl'S at a "Time,"
a group of sento r New/OImdlonders
who met in Eastport this year. The
second q~ol(' was hl.'r husband's.

Attending the 1IlE'f'lings were; Mr.
Jolm Molloy, New Horizons. St.
John's; Mr. and Mrs. \\-'m.
Kelloway. Wh it bourne ; Mr. and
Mrs. Andy Shorl. Harbcur Gran';
Mrs. Myra Bf'nnett. Danif>I'1l Har­
bour; Mr. ond Mr •. Harry Yetman.
Pasadena: Mr. and Mrs. E"'les!
Senior, Red Harbour; Mr. and Mrs.
Tom BE'sL. "'080; Mr. Andrew
Horwood. 51. John's: Mr. and Mrs
Garfield Collier, ROllE' Shzrlehe; Mr.
and Mrs. Norman Handcock.
Salvage; Mr. and Mrs. Eleazer
Hiscock. Clarel1ville; Mrs. Irving
Fogwi/l. St. Johl1·s.

Youl1g people who atlel1ded were
Molly Dyke. Merena Powell and
Glynnis Powell from Eastport. and
Benita Hayes from St. Chad '5,

Th", "Time" was sponsored by th",
Bt'Othuk group of St. John's Rotary,
the Northwest Rotary Club of St

John's and Confederalion
Celebratiol1s.

The Newfoundland way of life, old
and new, was the topic of discussion
I'he men a nd the women "ere
sharply divided on the question.
Were the good old times really
good?"

The women, mos t of the m
daug hters of fisher men, spoke of the
gardens, of the term animals, of
having all the berries they wanted
from the hi11 sides and all the fish
they wanted from the sea. They
remembered the "times." the
concerts in the church hall, the
strong social and family ties. AUfelt
they had wanted for nothing, rather
they fel~ themselves singularly
fortunate.

On the other hand, the men spoke
uf the hardships they had endured as
seamen, of their lack of education.
uf Ute terrible work involved in
catching and making fish. only to be
paid a pittance (or their labours.
They talked aboutlhe dole, and hoy,
une third of Newfoundland's
children went to bed hungry in the
"dirt)' thirties."

The meeting saw changes takin~

place in the Newfoundland way of
life through four avenues - wejtare.

education, the young, and the world
today

WF?::'~. delegate expressed strong
feelings about the abuse of our
welfare system. "social ass ista nce,
they call it 1I0W." One man said
tbose who were una ble to work
should be helped, and tha t the
workers should pay the cost of it. But
others spoke of "arthritis as a secret
weapon in gett ing a certifica te of ill
health;" anothe r told of a welfare
family he visited rece ntly who were
playing poker with high stakes and
with a case of beer on the kitchen
table. The phrase, "Tha nk God I
never had to go on the dole," was
repeated often.

One man woo had lived for 25
years away from Newfoundland,
said the biggest change he saw since
coming back was when a steamer
came to port with a load of coal for
his store. "At one time," he said,
"ever) man and boy in the place
would be on that wharf looking for
work. BUL this time I had to haul that
coal up to my shed by myself."

Another told a yarn. "A
ewfoundland fisherman died and

went to St. Peter to gain ad­
mittance. St. Peter's reply was, -Oh,
that's alright. We'll let him in. He'll
only be here until he gets enough
stamps anyway."

fCOftdurkd Orl f!D~ 8}



After the twelve days of Christmas
had passed the 'times' would usually
be all over for the year - in fact all
the 'pocket' money would have been
spent, and by March month even
food supplies would be running
short. The old adage: "The long and
hungry month of March," really had
meaning for us, for by that time only
the basic foods could be bought in
the stores.
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1974

Lumsden
BY 1.1..0YI) IIATCHEH

The Prior to 1949 Lumsden North
and Lumsden South were two
comparably small communities
lying on opposite sides of a cove
about one mile apart by water and
two miles by land. The main contact
with the outside world was the
government coastal boat; although.
periodically. goods and supplies
would be brought in by schooners
that usually provided a freighting
service to the many communities
that were scattered along our
coastline.

Lwnsden Nol\h was probably
more fortunate than many com­
munities of its size. The two leading
merchants would buy in aU the salt
fish 'dried, of course! I. cull it. an<!
have it packed in casks of various
sizes. and exported to Lhe foreign
market. This provided much needed
employment during the Pall. Rates
of pay varied Irom ten cents an hour
for boys 10 twenty for men doing
skiUed work. such as culling the fish
or packing it in casks. Most work
would felch about fifteen cents an
hour. There was also a cooperage
shop at Lumsden North. This shop
gave employment for two or three
men for most of the year.

Social life in Lumsden - North or
South - may be very simply
described: Usually in the evenings
the men would gather at one of the
local stores and talk over the day's
events: or, gather at some neigh­
bour's house each evening, and for
some unexplained reason, the same
faces, the same voices never got

UoydHlllChu
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Fbh fld~ in LUmJdm North. J955.

monotonous, and everybody would forties a few people had decided to
always enjoy the social gathering. work in St. John's. or Gander, yet,
The school would have a Christmas they would - true to Newfoundland
concert each year: the Ladies' Aid tradition· return home for Cbrtst­
would have a yearly tea and sale; mas, and stay home until the Spring
and the Orange Lodge would have its break-up. Mail was brought in by
annual 'time' on New Year's Day - coastal boat during the navigation
this was the big event of the year. season. and by dog team - later by
People from neighbouring com- airplane • during the winter.
munities would make the Orange Usually, there would be a period In
'time' a must. After the supper had the Fall when the mail would be very
been taken care of, a massive 'ring' irregular. People travelled by
would be formed around the floor of coastal boat, and. locally, by their
the hall, and the ratters would own fishing boats. Sunday was truly
literally shake to the sound of a 'day of rest.'
"Sailing in the boat 'till the tide runs The nearest hospital - or even
high"; or "King William was King medical assistance - was at Brook­
George's son." Of course people field, a distance of fifteen miles.
from neighbouring communities There were two ways to get to
would have to wait until daylight Brookfield: One was to walk - by
before setting out for home. Tired foot, the other by boat. Many a
sleepy, and waiting, it would seem woman, today, has memories of
as if daylight would never come. being dragged to Brookfield on a
Periodically, one would go out by the sled, pulled by willing hands, when
door to scan the skies for the first the local mid-wife decided that the
signs of dawning. He would bring case was beyond her capabilities.
back the sad words to his waiting SOOIl after Confederation came the
companions: "Boys, dar's nar mar highway linking Lumsden, first to
marin' at all th' smarnin' ". Wesleyville. then to Gambo. This

highway has changed, completely,
the style of life in Lumsden.

In the mid nineteen sixty'S
Lumsden North and Lumsden South
moved together to form one com­
munity. Lumsden was incorporated
into a town in 1968. and since then
progress has been remarkable.

This year, 1974, a million dollar
water and sewer program has been
completed. The town has a water
treatment plant and a sewer
treatment plant - probably the only

The economy depended mainly on town of its size in Newtoundland
the cod fishery. Although, in the (Connlllddorln~xtpllgr)
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What Confederation has m eant
to the Labrador Eskimo

H)' RUSISA l'A~IACK'JEUl>ORE

Now that we are celebrating
twenty-five years of Confederation
with Canada . it might bea good time
to look at what it has meant to the
l.abrador Eskimo . Confederation
has meant a definite change 01. life­
style [or the luult. Some changes are
attributed to Confederation and
others are an indirect result of it.

To talk of Confederation. we
Immediately think of the concept­
CANAlJI AN. The Inuit became
Canadian and yet how many Inuit
are aware that Ule)' are Canadian '!
We have not been indoctrinated into
feeling Canadian as others have
been through the mass media. The
mas s media (radio. television,
newspapers) is not accessible to us.
The Inuit mind conjures up the
unage of "outsider" when he hears
the word , Canadian

Not only did Confederation make
us Canadians. it also meant that we
had to become accustomed to being
part of Newfoundland. Labrador
with its isolation and sparse

fContirrur d from ptJgt JJ

.... ith both. Our fishermen sell their
fish daily to a local collector who
trucks the fish to the Beotmc Fish
Plant, Valleyfie ld. The fishery is no
longer cod, but a very diversified
one. The town has electricity, its
own telephone exchange - getting
Direct Dialing next year, and is
anticipating a paved highway in
1975. Many of our homes - in fact
1IJ0st - have television. there is
usually a dance at the ohigh school
auditorium most week-ends, there
are several night clubs less than
thirty minutes drive, so that social
life is no longer confined to the
schoolconcert, or the Orange' Lime.'

As I sit in one of these Clubs,
gllZzling down a beer with a local
name, Charlie Pride - via the corner
juke box-feeding my amorous ap­
petite with " All I Have To Offer You
is Me," my mind reverts to the
1~'~ when a similar people ­
defuutely more sober - become
genuinely engrossed in the gaiety of
"Sailing in the boat... ... This is
progress, I muse .

T1te skidoo - Q new _ y

population was administered by a recognition ' of their separate
far, distant Newfoundland govern- identity . The)' question the
menr whose policies toward native relevancy of present curricula to
people were not always in keeping their life's expectations. They en­
with the best interests of the people. vision education as a tool for self-
1',DUCAlION survival

With the event of Confederation JUSTICE
carne drastic changes in the realm Confederation also meant a
of education. In 1953we were visited change in disciplinary factions.
by a supervisor who was responsible Traditionally each comm unity had a
for cha ngi ng over the present council of Elders who set tled any
curriculum to that used by the disputes or grievances am ongst the
schools in the rest of the province . people. Today we have the HCMP
From 1771 to 1949 education had with laws which either we are totall y
been the sole responsibility of the ignorant of or which we think are
Moravian missionaries. It now totally irrelevant. They have a
passed into the hands of the record of peace-keepi ng justi ce
provincial government. The aim of which has only sown the seeds of
education now seemed primarily to resentment, hostility, and hat red. In
assimilate the native people into the the 1950'san Inuit man without legs
mainstream of white culture. "as chained to a pole for hours,
Necessary native skills were no amongst the dogs, in public view, by
longer taught in the schools since the an HeMP officer. His offence was
modern-dey Inuit would no longer common drunkenness. Would a
need these skills. The native tongue native council pass such a harsh
no longer had any importance; the sentence on a helpless cripple'? The
language barrier was no longer HCMP had a habit of searching for
recognized in the schools. Native " home-bre w" without a search
teachers were replaced by British w.arrant and without being called for
and American volunteers. Values disruption of the peace. Would a
such as competition were introduced native council permit invasion of
mtc the school system. Such values privacy and risk disrupting positive
were completely contrary to the- community relationships on a mere
Inuit values of co-operation and suspicion '?Whistling in public places
group-before-self, necessary for at one time must have been an of­
survival in a harsh environment. fence. Either that or we weren't
Today the Inuit are figtting for the aware that Whistling was positive
preservation of their language, prooC of drunkenness. Persons in
culture and traditions and a fContimtf'd orr ~JCt ptlIrJ



Is there any pride in being
Canadian Inuit? I leave you to make
the final evaluation of Con­
federation. I have told you what it
has meant to the Labrador Inuit.
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services. To the Inuit. resettlement
meant living in tents while waiting
for accomodatlon. leaving behind
~rsonal belongings, adjusting to a
different hunting envirorunent, the
incoovenience« returning to fishing
grounds in open boats and living in
tents in the summer. and it lead to
an increase in community conflicts.
The ensuing Insecurity of relocation
and the futility of attempting to
adjust to depleted hunting, fishing
and, wooding grounds drove the
Inuit to the escape mechanism of
drunkenness. Their powerlessness
and insignificance in the dominant
society had been made all too clear
to them.

Sailing out o{ St. Johni Nal'tOWI
in tht 1940'1. (Photo by Dr. A. C Hunttr).

HOUSING
What cause have we to complain?

We live in government housing.
Houses were buill which contained
two bedrooms, a kitchen. and a
porch . . Family size was not taken
into consideration. We did not
deserve water and sewerage. We
had no choice of where our homes
would be buill. The houses were not
designed to suit climatic conditions
or needs of the people. The Inuit
were threatened with eviction if they
were not on their best behaviour.
New homes have meant a loss of
identity, loss of the sense of personal
achievement, and an every-gnawing
insecurity.
HESE TTL E l\IENT

Resettlement is one of the gems of
Confederation. Hebron and Nutak
became non-existent in the rush for
centralization. The rational for
resettlement was improvement of

1949
1974

Labrador Eskimo
IConri"wd from 1Jfl~ 6)

Nain have been knownto be arrested
by the HeMP for walking down the
road- .... histling. If Confederation has
meant such high-handed and
autbcrttartan treatment of the
Inuit. then we would have been
better off without it.
THA:'IiSPO RT ATION

Changes in transportation have
occurred. The dogteam, the
traditional means of winter tran­
sport for the Inuit. has been replaced
by the skidoo. The HeMP have been
instrumental in effecting th is
change by shooti ng all unchained
dogs. Bi-weekly air passenger
service from Goose Bay is now
provided. The passenger and freight
steamer now arrives every fortnight
instead of once a year. These
changes have resulted in greater
mobility, more inter-community
interaction. and greater con­
venience in travel.
l'O~IMUNICATlO:'li

Communication services leave
much to bedesired. We cannot send
telegrams. We have no radio,
television. or newspaper service.
Long-distance calls have to be made
on defective. out-moded radio­
telephones. Anyone who has availed
themselves of this service know how
frustrating this is. It is a little un­
nerving when you do get a call
through that your conversation is an
open broadcast to whoever cares to
switch on their radio and also to the
telephone operators.
HEALTII

Medical services have improved
somewhat since Confederation. We
now have a doctor 300 miles away
from us. He may visit once a month.
The Inuit are a little leery of doctors
and hospitals anyway. Deformed
people are grim reminders of an era
when 1'8 patients were "cured" by
removing their ribs. TIley wonder if
they were guinea pigs for some
medical experiment or training
program for nedgling surgeons. The
expected life-span of the Inuit may
be greater but the quality of life has
not risen proportionately. The Inuit
have been decimated by exotic
diseases introduced by the white
man. Whole Inuit communities have
been wiped out by foreign maladies.
Convince the offspring of those
buried in mass graves tha t Nature
was harsher than "p rogress." We
are now a dwindl ing minority in a
land where we once held supremacy.
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The'Tlme'
(Continued from fKllJte4)

EduCtltioo "

There was an air of some concern
about an education system which
"l eaches a boy to get a job. but not
how to be epeuer man."

They felt the schools could do a
great deal towards preservteg the
xe wt oundland way of life if they
taught the skills of the community •
how to ~ow a garden. how to make
and mend a net, how to build a boat.
Ihey (elt the schools were not
concerned '" ilh these things , and one
person Ielt the schools could be using
local people who are not teachers to
pass on their skills .

Some telt tbe schools were turnin g
out yo~ people who believed they
" know it all" and when they go to
look £01'" work. they ar e detennined
001 to get their hands dirty, not to
...or~ out In the cold. not to do any
menial tasks . " And they want the
ng bes t wages right off," said
another.

A supervisor present said the
young people coming out of trades
schools today "aren't a patch on
some of the people I had working for
u.e who couldn't read or write."

Another said , " The kind of
l~ucaUon you gel in school is far
different Iromthe one you got silting
In ~he lofl learning to make a net,
while the wind howled outside and
.lack Frost painted pictures on the
little window."

Young people:
One delegate spoke only of the

young as "punks" who have too
much money and too littl e to do, He
had found them to be rude , cruel.
ruthless and useless . And he fell the
courts were nol nearly hard enough
on tbose who broke the law. " They
beat up one old man ," he sa id, " and
he ~d to spend four days in the
hosPI~1. while they onl) got one
week III jail. "

Other dele gat es felt the hope for
the future lies III our youth \han
those of in the past . He said society
IS . far too ready lo blam e the
mis takes of the few on the many .

The young people present said
they didn't think they wer e any
better or worse than their parents.
.. It's just that there are more of us ..
said one, " and you hear more abo~t ,
our problem s in the news.'

AlIlhe teens said lhey had found
th e day ' s discussions to be
lascinating, and lhey would like to
~ a.film made of the meetin gs and
~stnbuted lo high schools, "Our
lives ar e different Ulan yours ," one
teenage girl said , "a nd we want to
know about it and to pre serv e it.,.

Today '$ world:

People fell some of the problems
III the world today such as a break­
down in family life, are ca used
because people have too much
money and they got it loo fast. They
felt people should live as in the old
days and spend only what they were
able to earn.

They pointed out that for a woman
t~ work in the old days was a
disgrace, but that half the unem-

(Pho to by Dr. A. C Hunt er)
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plcyruent picture today is caused
because women are shown as em­
ployable .

They fell that they would like Lu
see a greater sense of responsibilily
in today's world . " They depend toe
u.uch on someone else to do lhings
for them ," they said.

They were glad to see young
people who had gone to live ill
'1oconto co ming back again . " They
saw what the life style was doing to
them and to their children ."
However , they felt that if the rural
commuraues in Newfoundland are
to survive, the Government would
have to provide services such as
water and sewage for them .

They expressed a desire to see a
return to the old crafts such as
weaving, knitting, woodworking.
And they thought that if each
commun ity would look into its OWII

history and see to having it written
much of what is precious in
x ewloundland today could be
preserved

Editor 's Note: Those who at­
tended the "Time " were very clear
on whal they fell about the "crass
~mmercialism" in the world today .
I hey had strong feelings about
holding onto the values of the past
and seemed to feel that people no
longer valued hard work, a sense of
responsibility and a pride in a good
job well done. They felt that rural
~'omnllmities are an extremely
Important part of Newfoundland
life, So they were asked "What if we
find oil on the Grand B~nks and our
population doubles in two years; if
there are more airports, more
roads, more big hotels, more crime
death to the fisheries, hOllle~
doubling in cost , pollution, gambling
casinos? Would you think this good
for our Province?

All but one man said , " Yes
Absolutely it would be a good lhing
for Newfoundland. Our economy
needs to .be boosted and our young
people given an opportunity to find
.... ork here. Problems such as
pollution and crime will be deall
.... ith in we co urse.'

The man woo disagreed said , " I
do.n't know now. We're getting into
this thmg WIthoutknowing anythin g
about I~ . This oil could wipe out
e~ery1hlfll that is Importara in
x ewtoundtend. We're too quick to
sa) ' ,' l is a good thing. In this
Province we were always too quick
~l~~meone else do our lhinking
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The many faces of P etit Forte

The bay of yesterday
Placentia Bay is a bay of

yesterday . It mal" be the home of
Come b)' Chance and the phosphorus
plant, but if you travel the Bay by
boat. almost ever)' inlet and every
island has reminders of the past. In
abandoned communities, houses,
once proud. now stand empty. their
foundations weak and their
shoulders drooping. Perhaps more
than any other bay. Placentia tells
the sad tale of resettlement.

And in the summer, those people
wbo loved their communities, and
had to move, return. Some think of
the way things were, but most fish in
their old grounds. People go back to
Harbour Buffett. Paradise Sound
and Merasheen to fish. They would
~o back to live too, if there was any
hope of receiving services.

But there are some communities
which have stuck their heels in and
refused to move. Monkstown. South­
west Bight. and Petit Forte are just
a few of them. And slowly, slowly
they are beginning to receive those
services which other communities
have enjoyed for years. At long last
it is recognized that these com­
munities just aren't going to move.
Monkstown is getting a road. Petit
Forte got electricity last year and is
promised phones this year.
Southeast Bight is getting elec­
tricity.

According to the people or Petit

Forte, resettlement was like if

sickness. People from communities
around the Uay disappeared
overnight. One long time resident of
t'ent Forte said " People didn't even
take their furniture when the) ' left .
because the)' didn 't know if Lhe)' had
a place to put it or nol oMost of them
didn't want to go. They \loere
frightened to death. It was really
hard on the older people who had
lived all their life in a community.
Some of them died of a broken
heart."

Why didn't places like Petit Forte
resettle? Many of its residents -did
As in other communities, it wC!.an
overnight decision fOl" them . But
others kept waiting for the final
word which said they had to go. but
It never came. Pat Canning, Liberal
member for Placentia West, was
there with a loud speaker, according
to the Petit Forte residents. telling
everyone that they were not going to
receive electricity, telephones,
water, etc .• and that no teacher
would ever come to the community.
With promises such as these, it's no
wonder people left, but some just
refused to believe it was true.

Earl Hickey was one of the last of
those leaving Petit Forte. He went to
Southern Harbour because it was
considered a growth centre, but he
has no water. "I moved", he says,
"because I thought everyone was
going, and there wouldn't be any
school or anything left. But it didn't
turn out that way. People are still
there and they are going to stay. I
would move back if there was a
road."

Earl comes back ever)' summer
to Petit Forte with his family and
even after his family goes back to
Southern Harbour for school, he
stays, living in his old store which he
fixed up into a cosy bungalow. He
says, "When we moved, I launched
lily house and put it on a barge and
took it over 40 miles on the water to
Southern Harbour. The Govenunent
paid $2.000for moving the house, but
It cost that much and more to move
it. We lost really. "

" Southern Harbour is made up of

AbandOl1~d houu

people from other places such as
HedIsland, Bar Haven, Davis Cove.
Petit Forte," says Earl. "These
people would rather live in their old
homes than down there. Community
spirit is not really very strong there
because most of them would rather
be home. And communities like
Petit Forte which has lost a lot of its
people. have little community spirit
because there are not enough people
left II just about killed them to
leave. Resettlement is the worst
thing that ever happened in the
world."

The last 25 years may have
brought progress to Newfoundland.
but it also may have shaken the fibre
of xewtoundtend: its small com­
munities. It might have been far
better and cheaper to service some
of these communities than to pay
welfare or unemployment to the ex­
residents for man)' years. Leo
Barry. MHA for Placentia West.
feels that to resettle thirty families,
put them on$4.,000 service lots. build
new houses for $20,001)-$30,000, and
be left with a new community
lacking community spirit. is a high
price to pay far not installing basic
services.
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A community just receiving

the benefits of Confederation

What's it !ike £0 live in a
community that has no roads
and that only received
electricity laat year? The
people of Petit Forte have
watched everything change
around them, and they have
seen their community stay
the same. until recently, that
is.

Bertha Pearson, the poetmistress
of Petit Forte says: "Resettlement
was like a fever. So many people
moved. Then the rest of the people
refused to do anything with their
homes because they figured they
would be moved out also." For
years. the homes in Petit Forte were
kept spotless. but allowed to run
down. The fences weren't mended
and the Ilakes fell apart. There was
no sense in putting money into a
home that would be abandoned or
maybe moved and damaged. There
was no sense in fixing fences or
flakes that would be left behind.

The people continued to earn good
money at the fisheries, even when
the {ish were scarce. But after 8
years of living in fear of being
moved, the eighteen families
realized that the scare was past.
They were going to be allowed to
stay. Then the community took on a
new life. The people began to ask for
electricity, and they began to fix up
their homes. The electricity was
brought in last year and two local
men. one of whom had been to
Trades College and the other who
was a very handy man, wired all the
houses, and "The engineers said it
was an excellent job, too," says Mrs.
Frank Leonard.

As soon as the electricity was in.
the whole community became
repairing and redecorating happy.
For so long they had done nothing,
and then all of a sudden eN was kept
busy freighting wood panelling,
linolewn. tiles, moudings, chan­
deliers, new furniture. freezers.
refrigerators. washing machines,
and dryers to Petit Forte. To go into

those houses today. you would think
you were in the very newest houses
of Gander 01" Mount Pearl. And yet,
what makes Petit Forte one of the
1II0St beautiful communities
anywhere in Newfoundland, are its
large frame houses. 51}-$) years old,
and its fields, woodsand beaches, all
impeccably clean.

Petit Forte used to stretch for
three miles along two sides of a bay
and beside two harbours. It would
sometimes take 45 minutes to walk
to the catholic church, The 'road' is
one ofthe best anywhere. All built by
hand many years ago. it has
causeways, bridges, and em­
bankments. Petit Forte's excellent
deep water harbour was home to
many a banking schooner and its
fishermen were some of the best to
be found. Sometimes the harbours
were so thick with boats that they
fanned. a bridge from one side to the
other.

The Haydens and the wakehams
Iirst settled in Petit Forte in the
1800's, and the people were totally
self-sufficient. Up until ten years
ago everyone had their own gardens,
chickens and ducks, and the wool
from the sheep was carded, washed
and spun for much of the clothing.
The only remnants of the old days
are the sturdy black horses that still
roam the many open pastures.

The people of Petit Forte are
dependent on the Tavernor twice a
week. It goes to Argentia twelve
hours away on a Tuesday and goes to
Marystown three hours away on
Thursday.

For many years Marguerite Hann
had the only phone. CN paid her a
nominal sum to keep it All day and
all night people tramped through her
house wanting to use it. Sometimes
they had to wait because Southeast
Bight also used the same line. If
someone called into Petit Forte.
Marguerite would have to walk~
a mile to someone's house or else
persuade a thild to run to 'the cove'
or to 'the bottoms'. Through con­
stant needlin.e:.the people have been

promised a-phone system, Leo
Harry, MHA for Placentia West
says. "These people are determined
to stay, and I can't see bringing up
children in this day and age without
some of the advantages that other
families have."

The people are now talking about a
road because Monkstown is getting
one, but to reach Mcekstown no
rivers are crossed. To reach Petit
Forte by road, many bridges would
have to be built. and they are very
expansive. However, Baine Harbour
and Parker's Cove are only an hour
and a half away by boat. and the
possibility of a daily ferry service
between Southeast Bight, Petit
Forte and Baine Harbour, is not
unreasonable. It would enable the
residents to have dentists and
doctors appointments in Marystown,
as well as do some shopping without
spending a week away from the
communi ty. Nor wouId they be
Laking an able man away from his
fishing to ferry them to Baine
Harbour or Parker's Cove.

The possibility of Petit Forte
becoming a permanent fisherman's
service cent re, in light of the
nwnber of men fishing in Paradise
Sound. is not out of the question
either. Already during the fall, fresh
fish is picked up every other day
from Eugene Jones, who weighs and
ices them in his father's store. The
fish is then taken to Arnold's Cove.
In the summer, the fishermen fish
around Paradise Sound and the fish
is picked up there directly.

There aren't many young people
in this community. Either it is going
to have to work together and fight to
be a service centre, or to have
regular ferry service as they do in
Norway. or the young people are
going to leave. The corrununity has a
101. of potential. There is no welfare
to speak of, the people are hard
working and prosperous. aed way
ahead of other setUements withcut
roads, but they haven't J.eUeamed
to work together. ..-~ ..
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"We need a
whole basketball"
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The school in Petit Forte on the
west side of Placentia Bay has
changed very little in twenty-five
years. True, not as many students
drop out at fourteen to go fishing, but
still after grade nine. they have to go
lo high school in St. John's or
Placentia, where they have
relatives. It's hard for these
students who are used to a one room
school, no books and no athletic
facilities. to suddenly fit into a huge
school system where the teacher has
little lime to give individual in­
struction to help these children
catch up. Most of the students return
home after a year. because they
prefer the life in Petit Forte. Io'octhe
first time, there is a chance that the
present teacher will <irer upgrading
school at night for grades, 9, 10& II.
Seven teenagers are interested in
going.

The school was buill in the '30's. It
was a one room school with a hall
above it for dances and gatherings.
Recently, the one room was par­
titioned, but the stove is in one room,
and the other room is without heat.
Up until a year or so ago, the school
had only a "dixie" for heat, but It's a
little better now. The old septic tank

"

toilets are still open in the hall and
the new toilets are in the elementary
classroom with a petition around
them. In the hallway the oil tank
leaks into an open bucket and the
fire extinguisher has never been
filled. The press board in the
hallway has never been covered.

Petit Forte is lucky. This year's
teacher was brought up in the
community before his family was
resettled to Busboon. He knows the
kids. their families, and their
problems. He knows what it's like to
go to school in one room. "Every
year the teacher changes." says
teacherEddie Hayden. "but the kids
like it because it's about the only
thing that happens. School is really
boring to them."

Eddie has had his troubles with
the School Board. Because there are
only seventeen students. the School
Board keeps cutting down 00 the
funds they can get. "The school is
entitled to $100 for supplies and
equipment," says Eddie, "but
because we are small. they cut us to
$75. I tried to explain that we still
need a whole basketball and whole
books, no matter how few students
we have, but they don't seem to

1949
1974

A morrrint's ChilI III htit Foru

understand...
For the first time in many years,

I'etit Forte has two teachers. In the
past one teacher had to teach grades
l..a. an impossible task. at best. As
Eddie says, "When I was here
before teaching for four months as
an emergency supply teacher, the
School Board expected me to teach
nine religion texts. The Board had a
Religious Education Supervisor at
the time, so I wrote her and ex­
plained if parents wanted their
children taug ht religion, it should be
taught properly. I suggested she
come down here and tell me the
basics of what should be taug ht. The
last day of school she called."
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asbestos seep ing into the bay tha t (These opinions might be of in­
[here are no fish left in the wat er s. teres t to the Daniel 's Harbour area,

Une man told of working in where a new zinc mine will be going
Belgium. where the Newfoundland into opera tion next year.)
asbestos is processed. He said where Local 7713 has strong opinions on
550 jobs are created in getting the man.\ topics besfde.s the compony
asbestos out of the groun d, over 2,000 ~;:,e~~:~~ ;~e:~~'t hesitant about

~~~~:;y~~;~r:;f~~~~;lf~~~h~~ 011 Ottawa's Control
is monstrous, especially in view of " I don 't think Ottawa should have
the fact that this resource belongs to the right to control our fisheries ,
the people of Newfoundland and is unless they sa w the Province was
non-renewable. abusing the righ t. And Ottawa has to

get down to ta lk to the fishermen,
and not have some hairbrain up
there coming up with schemes that
don' t make an y sens e at all ."

"Yo u also have people like Bria n
Davis ma king a noise a bout things
he knows nothing about. "

.. Ne wfoundland ha s been a
scapegoa t. When the sa lmon were
getting scarce they stopped our
fisherm en from fishing . But the
Danes ca tch mor e in one da y than
our fisherm en ca ught in a whole
yea r. Then to keep Brian Davis quiet
they spend thousands watching our
fishe rmen and they're still talking
about stopping the seal fishery
altogether. When ar e they going to
get some sense in Ottaw a and come
and ask us about it?"

"One of those days you' re going to
have some Englis hma n come over
her e and say, ' look what they're
doing to the poor cod fish, taking
them out of thei r environment like
that Terri ble people, make them
Slop.' And the n Otta wa will s top the
fishe ry altogether. It 's insan e."

The open pit mining is an open
sore on the face of the country side,
and the men don't see any way of
forcing the company to do what they
can to cover up the open pit mine
before they leave.

Ove rall, t here wa s genera l
agreement th a t neit her the
Provi ncial nor th e Fed er al
Governments have been pr epa red to
protect the resources of Newtoun­
dland. but have all too readily given
away what they could in orde r to
attract foreign companies in here.
They were una ble to see any solution
to the probl em of either attrac ting
local capital that migh t show more
concern, or of preventing continued
rape of the Province's resources.
However, they felt stiff regula tions
imposed on fore ign companies
wauld lessen the impact on the
env ironment while it protected the
rights of those ..... ho esse ntia lly own
the resources. "What's the good of
belonging to a big country like
Canada." they asked , "if she eithe r
can't or won' t pr otect our rights?"

Some
u nion
opin ion s

1949
1974

" I feel if we had joined the United
States, we would have had our
resour c es devel oped faste r an d
more fully. Of course, our resources
would have run out faster too."

"I've always felt \\C "Quid have
been better off .... ith the United
Sta tes. but since Vietnam and
Watergat e, r ight now I th ink we' re
just as well uff as we are."

On ly two opirllOPlS from an in­
terview lit BaiE' \ e-re IhQI was
"':idE'ly dl\'t"rgent tn VIl'lOpolnt. and
brought out strong argunwnts on th('
many topics discussed. The me"
I\'('r e [rom t.occ! 77/3 oj !he Vnih'd
Steelworkers of America, Qrl{J 0/'

tending ",'ere, Presiden!. Martin
Saunders. AlphorlsUS "alsh Bob
Gec rg e , Tony .\fcCarfhy Bob.
Regular. Barry No/toll (Hid Bill
Cramm.

Baie v ert e has had three lives.
There was a n old mine there in 1915
and when tha t phased out, Bowaters
carne in and started a woods
operation. Now with Advocate Mines
and Ra mbler Mines employing a
tota l of 800, the town has grown to a
population of 3,000, from the GOO
that were living there in 1960.

The men are now concerned that
the American owned company is
interested only in taking what they
ca n out of the town and pulling
nothing bac k, They believe aU
mining projects in the future should
see the company setting aside a
percen ta ge of the profits towards tbc
day when the are runs out. This
money sho uld then be used by the
min er s for retraining and
rel ocation .

But they don' t see that happening
unless the compa nies are forced tc
ma ke that agreement before the
Government gives them the rights to
take the miner al out.

The union is also concerned abo ut
some compa ny pract ices. They say
a great deal of ore is being wasted
and that the waste dumps are
covering many acres of good prime
lim ber land. On top of these waste
piles , the company is dump inJ{
gar bage , and ther e is so muc h waste
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St. Lawrence on the Burin
Peninsula has enjoyed
prosperity since Con­
federation. but prosperity
has brought alol of hardship
too. Thl .. is St. Lawrence'.
story as told by several of it.
long time r eatdents.

Like most Ne....foundland outports,
St. Lawrence was a fishing com­
munity before Confederation.
Banking schooners were an every
day sight and smuggling fish to St.
Pierre was not uncommon.Because
of the poor road systems all goods
came by boats.

The general merchandise stores
on the waterfront sold primarily
English goods because England
gave a prelerential tariff which
Canada did not. After Confederation
everything changed as far as sup-

(ContinlUd on n~xt ~)

Opinions
{Cont;nu~dJ

(to the Yut't'D
"I think Canada should have

nothing to do with sovereignty. It
C05ts too much and that fellow that
travels along behind her for his free
drinks, he should be shot."

"That's your opinion. I don't think
she's aillhal Important but it's kind
of nice to have her."

"Gentlemen, look, the Queen is a
dignified lady. And every city that
she visits feels dignified too because
she was-there."

"I think if you took a vote you'd be
surprised at howmany would vote to
keep her on."

"When you've gal to take a ship
and a ship's crew to transport one
person, there's something wrong."

"When the Queen came to Corner
Brook'"they dragged all the poor
patients out oJ. the hospital, down the
elevator, down the street, so she
coold come and speak to them. 'Iben
she was late leaving wherever she
was, and she only waved at them as
she went by. They didn't want to see
the Queen anymore than I did."

"That wasn't the poor Queen's
idea, to drag the patients out of the
hospital to see her."
On weuarc

"Some guys are getting paid for
staying home all day, hunting,
fishing, having sex, while other guys
are working for small wages to pay
for it."

"I know a guy I went to school
with. When I was home last winter
during the hockey playoffs, he in-

vited me down to his house to watch
the game in colour. He's never been
able to find a job, he's 49 now, got a
car, a skidoo, a boat in the bay, a
pickup truck. He poaches moose out
of season and sells the meal."

"Some oflhe trouble is caused by
men kicking their wives out to work
for eight weeks so they can collect
unemployment for '" weeks."

"Careful with that talk of the men
kicking their wives out, in this day of
women's lib."

"00 you know that a guy who
works all his life and pays into the
scheme all that time, he gets a lump
sum of three weeks payout of the
fund."

"Any scheme you come up with to
help people who are oul of work is
bound to be abused. We'd be in a sad
state without something like
unemployment Insurance."
011 Canada vtanpcw er

"Canada Manpower is a cause of a
lot of unemployment. I worked in
Comer Brook and I was three years
trying to get a job in Labrador. I
couldn't live 00 the wages I was
getting, but they turned me down for
every foolish reason they could think
of. Once they said I was colour blind,
and I paint pictures for a hobby."

"Yes, you had to live on the east
coast to get a job in Labrador. I was
working in Gander. I new into St.
John's, went to the Manpower office
and got a job right rif the bat."

"I'd like to know how much money
they spend on Canada Manpower
compared to the money they spend
on Unemployment Insurance."

On French Canada
"I think every Canadian should

learn to speak French and English.
And I think we should all learn to
appreciate each other's culture,"

"Well, what about the Italians,
would you have us all speak Italian
too?"

"The Italians aren't a part of
Canada the way the French are."

"I don't find French Canadians
want to learn to speak English. I've
been in a store in Quebec and asked
for something and they said they
couldn't understand. I know for a
fact they could speak English, but
they wouldn't serve me because I
didn't speak French."

"But that's not the majority. We
have some Newfoundlanders too
who'd slam the door in your face, but
that's not the majority."

"The French they teach in our
schools, tbough. is not French
Canadian. It's from Paris, and you
can't use it in Quebec."
On the Train Passenger Service

"Canada treated us like second
class citizens when they took our
passenger train off. I got nothing
against the buses, we should have
them too, but no other Province has
to do without a passenger train."

"It costs too much to run a
passenger train in Newfoundland.
The Canadian lax payer won't stand
for it."

"The problem is with standard
guage. Weshould have had it written
into Term 29 that we'd have a
standard rail guage. That's where
we made the mistake."
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plies were concerned. Merchants
began La buy their goods from
mainla nd Canada although they lost
a considerable amuunt of money
because of the hidden tax .

Before 1951 in order to reach
\larystown , people had to drive
around the lip of the boot through
Grand Bank and Burin . but in 1951
the road was put through from
Maeystown to 81. Lawrence which
cut off two and one half hours of
drivin g time . That road was finally
paved in 1972. Now the run to
Maeystown tak es only half an hour
and those from St. John 's . can make
it to St. Lawrenee in four and one
half hours. St. Lawrence is no longer
isolated .

The populati on of SL Lawrence
was approximately 1800 in 1!H9.
todav is about 3lKMI. The increase is
due to the Fluorspar mine which
most everyon e is connect ed with. if
not working in. Aleen, the present
owner of the mine. employs ap­
proximately 450 people from St.
Lawrence. Little St. Lawrence,
Lawn. Lamaline and Lord's Cove.
There are also transients, in the
mines, Newfoundlanders a nd
mainlanders, who rent or board in
St. Lawrence. Housing is at a
premium and vacant land is almost
non-existent because local people

ar~g~~,~~a~~~~~~il, tnngo. dances,
and variety shows are the major
activities and volleyball is on the up
surge. For the S1. Lawrence
residents , the changes since Con­
federation have been both good and
bad . There is a better standard of
living than there used to be and
because of the mine the people of Sl.
Lawrence enj oyed prosperity
ear lier than other residents of the
Burin penrunsula.

St. Lawrenc e was incorporated as
a town in I!H9, although several
attempts at incorporation had been
made prioc to Confederation.

Aft er Confeder at ion, St.
Lawrence's member, Phil Forsey.
tho ught that a town with such a
Ihr iving industry should have a town
council and eventually one was
appointed. The president of the local
union was asked to be chairman and
lO a ppease the east side of St.

ew rence. who were ann-council,
lhe counci l quickly built a road in
that area . The Council then in­
troduced taxation which upset a
number of people and the chairman
res igned. St. Lawrence then began
to elect their Town Council and over

15

rhe next ten years water and sewag e
was brought into the community .
J.ater other local roads .....ere paved .

For Bibtanna Tobin, a bous ewue
and organizer of the St. Law rence
Widows Special Fund , Con­
tederation brought better schools,
better food, Family allowance and
(or a time, Mother 's Allowance .
Since she has been a widow for man y
yea rs , these things have meant a
great deal to her .

However , everything hasn't been
rosy. What is perhaps most 011
peoples' minds is the sickness and
death. In 1972there were 89 widows
in St. Lawrence, but it was not until
eighl years ago thal a doctor
discovered that silicosis or " Blac k
Lung" was the cause of many of the
deaths . A new venulauoe system
was put into the mines , but no one
will know how successful it is until
ten or more years have passed and a
young miner still has a clean bill of
health, without any sign s ot
radiation.

Foc the widows of these men, the
last twenty-five years have not been
happy ones . First they lost their
husbands and then they received no
compensation. They had no choice
but to go 00 welfare . When it was
finally discovered that silicosis was
causing all the deaths, the mine
companies compensated the widows
through insurance, but the widows
received only 11I % of what they
should have recereed because their
welfare was deducted.

Peter Harrington. of the Social
Action Centre, learned of this and
tcught to have $40,000. returned to
the ·widows. He won.

Bibianna Tobin, one of the widows,
also went after a special fund from
the Provincial Government and
Alcan for the families of those who
died in the mines . She woo. The
amount one receive s from the
special fund depends 00 how much
money the family already receives
and the size of the family . A widow
with no dependents receives $30.50 a
month and for every child a widow
has, she receives an additional $7.50.
But there is only a half million
dollars in the special fund and il
won't last forever . However , it is a
big help to those widows with five
child ren, who for years wer e
receiving $110.00 a month and who
lOokin whatever boarders oc sewing
they could to make ends meet .

Aleen says it has a hard time
finding people to work in the nanes .
One difficulty is the lack of housing
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ill the area . but residents of St.
Lawrence and other communities
say it is also the fear of " the
disease" even though conditions
have improved tremendously .

Moot people are also upset at
Ottawa's lack of concern foc the
Iisher y, citing Joey's phrase of
"bum your boats because there will
be live jobs foc every man ."

" Tha t just hasn't been so," said a
number u S1. Lawrence 's residents.
De spite their prosperity , St .
Lawrence is actuely aware of how
their life might have been had not
the mine come along.

" S1. Lawrence prospered. but so
'has crime and a lowering of moral
standards ," says Aubrey Farrel, a
loca l merchara. The self reliant
simple life has gone. Few people
have gardens and pollutioo runs
rampant . Bakers' bread is 00 the
Increase and the chicken take-outs
do a thriving business .

The people ofSt. Lawrence are not
in love with CN either. Goods Irom
the mainland are transported to Sl
John's by CN and then they are
taken to St. Lawrence. Aubrey
Farrel , a local merchant says that
before Confederation " we had better
transportation than we do today .
rht s is because small boats used to
come directly from Sydney or
Halifax and we would get goods in a
day or two."

Prosperity is not always won
without some losses. St. Lawrence
has proven that.

28,000MEN PROSECUTED THE
COOFISHERYFOR LAST YEAR_..__ _...- .. ,...----- _-- -__ ..--__.,"1- ..... ._ .
,.._- --_.. --. _.- .. ,..__...,.._....- '._...__........_--..-._.. _'---
- .,_,-- .. ,_".,­·.'_ 11 .-.......-"'-'-- "'-- ­......__.._..-.... _._..,_...­.,_._.. ,_....-e._ -...·.c_._ __

.. .... ... .. <_ .....-,_.- _.. --..,_._.._--, -_...._-
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At a rece nt mee ting w it h
Decks A wash. so me m em ­
bers of the Law n De vel op­
ment Association on t he
Burin Peninsula. ta lked
about their community and
how it has changed ove r the
past twentY-five yea rs.
These are' a few of thei r
thoughts.

The people of Lawn always fished
until the mine in 81. La wrence, a half
an hour away. was established. Then
the}' mined and fished until World
War 11, when mosl people gave up
hshmto: to work in the mines. The
number of mine employees from
Lawn dropped off after the war, but
It still continues lo be the biggest
employer, employing 80-90 men in
the winter and about 50 in the
summer. One member of the
nevetopment Associa tion said,
"Skilled miners a re so har d to find
that you can pick and choose your
job in the industry. You can quit
there tomorrow and be hired again
next week." Right now there is no
unemployment in the area. Jobs are
available in the mine, a small fish
plant and on road construction.

Lawn
In 1949the population of La wn was

1lOO. Now it is about 1,000. The in­
crease is not due to the young people
staying, because few are interested
in a life time of mining or fishing.
'1he increase is caused by reset­
uement of such communities as
Hound About and Webber's Cove.
AlthoUgh on the road, these com­
munities were told they would not
receive water , sewage or a school

Although the res identia l com­
munity has slowly increased, the
business community has increased
by leaps and bounds. About the time
ofConfederation there were only two
stores. Now there are IS, including "
chicken take-cuts.

The Lawn Community Council
was formed in 19a2 and became a
Town Council in the late '60's. They
received ther sewage in the early
'60's in a unique way. "You put in
your own sewage and the Council
paid you for doing it." said Dave
Hex. "The wages you made went
against the materials."

They got a water system a few
years ago. "Before that we had a
system of community wells; one

1949
1974

well se rvi ng ten or twelve houses,"
sa id Dave. "Out of the fifteen we had
in the community, there was only
one that the Department of Health
approved for drinking. This was one
of our biggest weapons when we
went for a water system. We were
having a lot of health problems and
the doctor blamed it on the water."

They also got a water system
because they agreed to install it
themselves. Cont rac to rs said it
couldn't be done for less than
$500,000. The comm uni ty received
J,100,(KN) and put $SO,OOO into a capital
account: with that Lhey bought the
equipment and rented it back to the
water system. "By the time the
water system was finished. the
equipment was making money for
us." said Dave Rex. Through the
Provincial Planners they obtained
an engineer who oversaw the job. He
was their only profess ional help.
Another fac tor tha t ma de it work
was that much of the pipe went
through rock and ma ny of the people
\'.00 worked on the system had
worked in the mines.

Some concern has been expressed
about the present water system in
Lawn and St. Lawrence. The water

(OMi",~~donnat~)

How does comptJre with today'fReprinted from the /0 49 t;vening TeI~'QnI.)
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runs off of granite which has a very
high uranium conte nt. but no
research has been done yet to see
whether this uranium content is
dangerous.

The I.awn Dev elopment
Association was formed in 1970. A
group of concerned citizens wanted
the townspeople to work together
because every time a proposal was
sent to Government by the town
council or a gro up of citizens,
another group Irom the community
had already se nt in a petiti on
against it . Said Dave Rex, "We
formed th e Devel opmen t
Association by in viting eac h
organization in the town to send
representatives. We thought i.f we
could gel an organi zatio n,
representing a ll these differ ent
organizations . to ag ree to do
something, then you would have
nobody lefl to sign a petition agains t
It. "

When asked why these petit ions
occ ur red, th e group fr om th e
Development Ass ociation sai d
people were afraid that one part of
the community would receive a
benefit before a not her part.
However, these jealousie s are
beginnin g to subside and the com­
munit y is slowly, very slowly,
sta r ting to work together.

One result of this co-operation is a
small salt fish plant which empl oys
50-60 people . The fish plant had
alway s been there , but it was passed
from hand to hand with no one abl e
to make a go of it. H.B. Dawe of
Cupids is now the broker .

The Development Association was
also involved in starting a com­
munity pasture, but its basic
problem is not enough hay for the
animals. Like most Newfoundland
communities, the people of Lawn
used to individually own cattle, but
" today you couldn't give away fr esh
milk, " sa ys one member of the
Association. Cows ar e kept for the
meat.

Individual gardens are just about
gone, although Vinc e Tarrant
cleared 20 of his 100acre s for cab­
bage, turnip and potatoe s. He had
been trying to farm for yea rs, but
obta ining crown land was a very
slow process . Now he has loans from
the Department of Rural
Development and the Farmers Loan
Hoa rd and he has the best in modern
equipm ent. The soil is rich and
despite a late season , this year ' s
crop is good. His mark et is the St.
t.awren ce -M e r ystewn a r e e .
Eventually, he wants to diversif )'
and have cows, pigs, ducks and

"geese.
To the Development Associatio n

the most noticeable change in the
communi ty over the last 25 years is
the decline in interest in the fishery .
Joey said 'burn your boats .' The
men did, and turned to the mines .
Some member s of the Development
Associ a ti on said Confederation
would have made no difference to
the very neglected fisheo because
of the foreign fleets . " We have
downgr a ded the fish ermen in
Ne wfound land and the fishing
proCession," one said , However.
ano the r Association member said,
" If we w ere 0f1 our own and had not
joined Confederation we could have
decla red a unilateral limit. "

Ed ucation, medical services, and
suppli es beve improved. However.
pollution is on the increase . and
the re still is that age-old problem of
getti ng people to work together as a
communi ty. "People want to know
what's in it for them," said one
mem ber of the Association . " Lawn
is not a town, it is a lot of houses , and
the people are not thinkin g what
they can do for their town, but what
the town can do for them. However,
we started some thing this year that
ilia)" help. We invented a birthday
for l..awn, call ed 'Natal Day .' A lot of
people pitched in and helped out.
This is the sort of thing that should
hav e hap pened a long time ago, but
it didn 't , and now it's all an up-hill
climb ."

Another problem is the lack of
student acti vities. There are lots of
organizations - the Council of
Cath olic Men. St . Anne's. the Royal
Cana dian Legion, the Lad ies
Auxiliary, th e Fishermen's Co­
opera tive - but . their social life
centers a round bingo.

A couple of years ago the com­
munit y submitted four ap plications
to UP, hoping to get a soccer pitch
or baseball diamond. What did the)"
get $15,000 for? A tennis c~urt, and
there has never been a tenrus racket
within 50 miles of It. With a litt le
ima gina tion it has become a won­
derful place to play soccer and ride
bicycles

And wha t about future plans?
Recentl y, the Lawn Development
Association joined with l..amaline
and Lord 's Cove to become the
Gr eat e r La maline Developmen t
Association. Their objective is to
work for the good of the area in
trying to divers ify the economy and
possibly build up a tourist industry.
They have also received a S12,OOO
gr ant from the Department of Rural
Development.

1949
1974

Deer
Lake

.tmm..
counc il

The / o /lo win& articl", was wri tten
o tt e r a 1lll?l?!inK ...·i!h Co uncillors
lIlan /Jail. (jus "erwi n a nd Ralph

Nichols . a nd Mayor. Walf aCl?-Housl?
Ill? thank Ih"m

" J ust as Gander is the ga tl?way to
the wes t, so is Deer Lake the
lI. a tE'way to we ster n Newfoun­
dland", sa ys Mayor House. The
airport , with as many as live daily
flights in and out , employs abut 90
people. " We'd also like to be a
sup ply cent re for the Northern
Peninsul a ," said the Mayor, " but
we 'r e not able to compete wilh
Corner 8r ook on thai as yet. "

Deer Lake was Incorporated in
1950 and at that time had a
populat ion of about 2,500 . Today ,
Deer Lak e has 5,000 people. The
town has near full employment.
Deer Lake is a traditional woods
cen tre and now the Highway s
Department Depot employs more
than 100. The power plant employs
abo ut 70. • •

The motel at Deer Lake has been
extre mely successful and lhere is a
need for 200 more hotel units. Ther e
are now two doctors and a dentist
working in the medical clinic , and
when the X·ra y equipment and the
lab gets going, and the third doctor
is found, Deer Lake will have the
capability of coping with most
emergencies and health problem s in
nea rby co m mun ities.

It sounds rosy , but the Deer Lake
Ccunett has its problems. For one
thing, Mayor House feels
Newfoundl and municipalities do not
have enough autonomy, especially
Ln such things as raising taxes. They
have to a pply to the Province to do
lhal. And he is also concerned that
neither th e Provinci al nor th e
F'ede r al Government is prepared to
allo..' councils to draw up long range
pla ns for development and to give
them the wherewith ' to carry out

(Cotl titlwd Olf Mxt~)
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ToWPJ cOUltdl offic:n, Dur u ke

"And why do they s ay the new s
will be on a t 8 o' cloc k , 8: 30 in
Newfoun dla nd? They don' t gi ve us
Vancouver tim e , or Mont re al tim e .
Don't they th ink Ne wfoundla nde rs
would know what they meant if they
said 8 o'cl oc k E astern Standard
T ime?"

" I sometimes si t and wat ch these
eBC pla y s and they 'r e too Iar out for
me to understanad . I some limes
think they 're doin g the se for the

DHru~ air 'a minlJibuildUrr
kind of thing, It makes us second Amer ica ns , to to' to get the
class cnuens.'' Ame r icans to watch them, They

don' t ma ke any sense to me,"
"A nd they show nothing about

Ne wfoundland except fish. Tbere's a
lot of Newfoundlanders who have
never seen a cod fish."

" I thi nk the CRC is good, but ,""hy
do the)' have all that advertising? I'd
be pr ep ar ed to pa )' double taxes if
they 'd take that st uff orr. It's idiotic
most of it."

" I suppose they send all the old
st uff do wn he re , after it's a year or
50 old. I' m not saying that, just
aski ng a question?" (Editor's note:
All pro gram min g aner 8:00 p.m.
co mes di rec tly from Toro nto ),

" I read some where that CBe
Cor ner Broo k produces more local
progr am s than ma n)' bigger cen­
tres, They do a good job in Corner
Brook on the CRC",

On tbe Welfare Sta te
" We' ve gotten away from our total

de pendance on na ture, where we
had to pu t up with the elements no
matter what. That's a good thing,
But I'm a little co ncer ned about this
welfare ment ali ty tha t came with
Confede ra lion. It wasn ' t nece ssa r y,
It was alien to the Ne wfoundland
way of lif e , The quality of .life has
improved , bu t I don ' t th in k the
reliance on welfa re ha s he lped us,"

" Yes, but guys who wor k on the
minimum wage have a perf ect righl
to go on welf ar e . If wages were
higheer , You wouldn't have as much
unem ploymen t. "

" Yes, bu t you ta ke all the welfare
in Ne wfoundland, and you take all
the men th at are needed in the woods
toda y, Now peo ple don't want to live
aw ay fro m home and do back
brea ki ng labour like that,"

" But it's not the back breaking
wor k peo ple th ink it is, and }'OU can
make $10,000 a year for working in
the woods (or only eight or nine
month s ."

"But the kids don't want it, even
for that kind of money. The schools
are telling them to sta)' out of the
woods and the fishing boats. too.
Th at's not hel ping:'

"There's a lot of resentment here
in Dee r Lake now because Bowaters
is pu tt in Jit in a permanent camp 30
mi le!' awaY,The men will not be able
to geC home at night. People don't
like that idea:'

The Council is also co nce rned t hat
people who li ve o utsi de t heir
boundaries are using Dee r Lak l'
services but paying no taxes. " One
answer for that," the)' felt , " would
be to require eve ry part of the
Province to be in a zone. So that
where one community le ave s off,
another takes ove r, The n e ve ry
householder would be cont ri buting
in munic ip al taxes in some way ,"

At th e m«ting , the ('ountillo...
ta lked about some of their f«Ungs
as Ca nadia n citizens.
On the eBC

"What bugs me about the CRC is
that they co me on with th ings like ,
'from vanco uver to Halifax' ".

those plans . "Peo ple live in com­
mu nities", sa id the Mayor, "The)"
do n 't live in Newfoundland or in
Ontario. And communities won't
come into their own unlil Ottawa
allows us to ma ke, a nd carr)' out,
long ra nge plans for our people."

" When the)' cam paign". he went
on. "politicians pr omise big things.
But aner the elecuon is O\"!!. you
find those big pro misee are nol gomg
to be ke pt next year, or the next. Il
ma)'take eight or oint' rears to have
those things put into etrecr.'

And the Council pointed OUI
another problem. The Province will
put pavement on a main road
through a smalllown. And the)' will
onen build water and sewer systems
for them. "Now these communities
han' a n annual lax of SIO a year.
The)' J!:el their pavement. their
.... ate r and sewage pUI in. But we've
gol to ta x our peop le $200 a year on a
S20,OOO home, and there's a $54 a
year water tax besides, And our
roads are in worse condition than the
small places, How do you explain
that to a vcter t"

"Yes, a nd it 's a ~queeky wheel.
de moc racy," sai d one councttlcr.

" It's ti me tha t squeeky wheel was
rep laced," re tor ted anot her.

" Righ t no w New foundland is one
big begg ing process", said the
Mayor , "a nd tha t's why you see
counc ils having tem per tantrums
and resi gnin g . It's all out of
fru stra tion ."

The co unc illors spo ke also o( a
resentment to wards St. J oh n 's "St.
J ohn 's gets eve ry t hing," they sa id.
" It gets a (ire righting for ce and a
pollee ror cc tha t has to be paid for by
ta xes fr om people in place s like
Deer Lake . The e 's a lot of bad
Ieeltn g about SI. J ohn's ove r th at
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Westport
White Bay

Deer Lake
(ConcW«dJ

"Oh, I think meet people want to
~ork . They 'd do any thi ng not 10 go
on welfare."

"Some people say they're cracked
for thal."

UnCanadJan:\ttitudes
" The)" think ....... 'rc a bunch of

ignorant Itsbermcn down here. They
gel that from television because all
they C\'N show is fishing ."

" Canadians think all Newtoun­
dlanders are stupid and ignorant."

" Bu t you must realize thaI
mainlanders don', meet the best
Newtoundtandcrs . Those who are
qualified get jobs he re and stay
here. II's those who can't gel work
that end up in Ontario."

"It's a good thing for Newfundland
thai so many educated people are
rom in" in from outside . Especially
to the University. ThaI makes the
University whal it should be­
universal. But I also t hink
Newfoundlanders should be given
good jobs at other universities in
Canada."

"I think any job should be given to
the best man qualified , whether he
be a Newfoundlander or otherwise."

"People think Newfoundlanders
feel inferior . But you know,
Newfoundlanders don't think they're
inferior to anyone. In fact , they
think they're a darn sight better.
Look at the exuberance of their
songs , ' tse The B)'e" for instance.
But we ' re a humble people, and
tha t's why they think we 're in­
ferior ."

"W e don 't kno'" enough about
each othe r. J think it is these ex­
ch ange programs . like the Young
Voyageur , that is making us better
Canadians. It is the best thing that
has happened to educ auon that 1
know of."

"You know Americans al ....ays got

along better with Ne wfoundlanders
than the Canadians."

"That's because of the way
Americans are . They're more
outgoing and not as arrogant as the
average Canadian."

"Perha ps Canadians , feeling
inferior to Americans, have to make
someone else, such as the
Newfoundlander, feel inferior to
them."

Inter na tlon al Unlon s
"I'm a union man myself, but I

don't think Newfoundland unions
should be affiliated with national or
tmemauonat bodies. It only takes
money out of the country and makes
some peo ple rich keeping the unions
going."

"I don't agree with yo u. We need
the ir financia l support here in the
caee cr e st rike,butit depends on the
quality of the National Executive.'

" I thin k unions are good things,
but sometimes when I read about
their executives in the papers, I'm
not su re it' s a good thing for
Ne wfoundland,"

'Tm a union man too, but one of
the curses of unionism is when you
have cross trades and one guy has to
move a shove! ful l of gravel to do his
work, but he can't do it until the guy
who shovels gravel comes along .
That's the curse of t he country ."

"YE'S, but a shove l full of gravel
soon becomes a wheel barrow full .
Most companies would dE'finitely
abuse the right to make that man
move his shovel full of gr-avel.'

On ConfederatiOIl
"Although I've since changt'd my

mind, I was an ardent anti­
Confederate at the time and
ravoured union with the United
States."

"Confederation has taken us out of
the dark ages, especially in health
and education. Sometimes it has
been too fast , and it'll take another
generation before WE' will be able to
judge its etreets.''
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Westport
(ConcludtdJ

$7.000.00towards the machine if the
province would put up the other
$20,000.00 The province said they
couldn't help because they had no
money, and when Gus saw the
money being spent on celebrating
Confederation. he was " r ight
discouraged. ,.

Right now,trying to mak e a living
in the fishery , Gus is no better off
than he was before Confederation.
He has high praise for improved
education , hospitals , roads , calling
them " wonderf ul things." But he
says , " We had a good merchant to
look after us then . He tr eated us fair .
and wegota goodliving. But nowwe
got to look after ourselves."

In 1949, Westport dwellers had two
homes each. It was three com­
munities then . Western Cove.
Wiseman's Cove and Pound Cove.
Every spring the whole community
would pack up all their belongings.
stoves. bedding and all. and move
the quarter mile to the adjoining
beach and their fishing grounds and
stages. "The last thing you would
move was the cat ," says Gus.

Movingday was a gala affair, with
every member of the family
carrying something. The children
continued to go to school in the
winter community, because It was
only a short walk through the woods.

These days are gone now. Most 01
the workers have found jobs in Uaie
verte, or the lumber camps. or even
as far away as Comer Brook and

MAXJACOBS
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Come By Chance. Some commute
daily, others come home on
weekends , but every son of West­
port , nomatter how far away. comes
home for two weeks in the summer.
Gus himself has three children
working in Wabush, one in Quebec
and the YOlbgest son is taking grade
11 in Bale verte.

" But the whole peninsula depends
far too much on Baie vert e," says
returned Westport son, Mu Jacobs.
Ma~ moved back to Westport
last September after five years of
"torture" teaching in 51.John 's . He
is teaching in the Vocational School
at Baie Verte now and commuti ng
the fifty miles daily .

"Once the mines run out in Baie
vert e.' he says , " what is going to
happen to all the little communities
around this coast ? Someone' s got to
take a good hard look at what else
we have got to develop here ."

With that in mind, Max has been
trying to get the communities in­
terested in formin g an Area
Development Association . Already
there are committees in Fleur-de­
Lys, Wild Cove and Pacquet . They
have notattempted to get Baie Verte
itself involved because there is a
general feeling in the area that if
Baie Verte got started first ,
everything would go there and
smaller communities would be " left
out in the cold."

They have a Secretary of state
grant of $3,500.00to pay for equip­
ment, office space, telephone calls
and travelling expenses to allow
people to get together. Interest in the
association was high in the begin­
ning, but is flagging now that the
provincial government refused help
with the icemaking machine.
However Max is hoping that interest
will revive and that by next year
there will be enough involvement in
other communities such as Lascte,
Mings Bight , Seal Cove, and the
seventeen other places on the coast,
to form an Area Association and
seek government assistance for a
full time field worker .

Max sees development with such
things as the icemaking machine for
Westport and blueberry farming . He
hopesdevelopment would not mean
a loss of the community spirit they
have in Westport . thoUgh. There is
no community spirit in Baie Verte ,
he feels , because people there don't
feel Baie verte is home. " Heme is
Trinity Bay, or Westport , or
somewhere else . It is never Baie
verte. when you ask them ,"

GUS R1CKE:TTS

The young people of Westport are
happy there too. There are no drugs
and little or no juvenile delinquency .
" The HeMP tells me that Westport
is one place we don't have to worry
about, " said Max.

Gus said, " The kids are pretty
good. They like to be in the woods,
and out in the boat. They're nice
youngsters here ,"

The high school students took 2nd
place in the Provincial Drama
Festival last year .

A few years ago, Westport feit it
was being encouraged to move out.
"the field workers from the
governmentcame down," said Max,
" and they said they were going to
start an association. But then they
began sending around petitions to
get people to sign that they wanted
to move out. But they needed 80%
at that time , and they couldn't get
that many signatures. I guess they
gave up after that,"

The following conversation with
Gus Ricketts points out a real
dilemma in Newfoundland today .

Gus : Seems like everyone who
leaves Westport wants to come back
here . Seem s like they works for 50
weeks to be able to come home for
two weeks.

Interviewer : Why can't the y work
here , Gus?

Gus : Cause they can 't get jobs
with the education they got.

Interviewer : Then did their
education do them any good? If it
made them unhappy ?

Gus : Oh, yes, education is good.
Any kind of education is good.



Conversation with
Dr. Leslie Harris

Conversation with university
President M.O. Morgan

To give a very simple example.
The value system which threw out
the 100 year old, hand-craned kit­
eben table in place rJ.a shiny new
chrome one, has placed a value on

(Coft tin l#td o" nt!X t~)

DR. LESLIE HARRlS

already has his attitudes towards
society. towards his environment.
by the time he is six years old and no
terce on earth is able to change that.

DR. M.D. JfORGA."1
initiative to get ahead. it was
possible to do so, but if you didn't
have that drive . then it was possible
not to.

And the school year was geared to
the social and economic needs of the
community. In berry picking
season , the school would close and

(Conlinut!d Of! next pt1~)
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systems, has attached itself to ap­
propriate bandwagons, without
really coming to gr ips with the
underlying values that make suc h
innovations valid in other societies.

lias vewrcundlend eve r rea lly
articulated what our par ticula r ...a.y
"f li((- is?

No, not really, Certain groups,
such as the various denominations
have articulated what they believe
lO be important in life, but, by and
large, they were not looking to a
particular Newfoundland tradition,
but looked somewhere beyond.

Few ofour writers have been able
to express it. Hay Guy came closest
to it in his columns lhat dealt with
Juvenile Outharbour Delights, but
perhaps others have not had the
capacity.

"0" important is educauon in the
...hole scheme of th ings':
~ educatim system, properly

built, can do an enormous amounl. in
Lhe preservauce of values, but I
believe the family is a far more
potent force in forming an in­
dividual's values. I believe a child

happiest in their lives."
110" ~a!<l the school system

changed ID the past 25 )ears?
YOell, the first time I went to a

school that was larger than two
rOOIlIS. was when I came to St.
John 's to get grade 11. In those days
grade 11 was available only in the
larger centres, And students would
have to pay their own way, their own
boar~ng fees and so on. The only
subsidization then was if you wanted
to be a teacher the school board
might quietly help out.

I suppose that is the greatest
Improvement in our secondary
system today - the fact that high
schools are available all over the
t'rovtnce.

You did net suffer by bein~

-ducated in a hut room school?
Not at all. You see, we had then

~ hat they now refer to as an 'open
system', that is you could go ahead
at your own pace. If you had the

Dr. Harris was born in Sf.
Joseph's, Placentia Bay, one
of the first Newfoundland
communities to succumb to
the centralization program.
He has been a teacher in
many parts of the Province,
and today he is Vice­
President (Academic) of the
University.

b the eduea tiun vyst em ...0
designed that it b perpetuating 011'
traditional ...ays IIf life. or is it
('(Jntributin~ to a ne...... ay of life':

The education system is trying to
bring us into the mainstream of the
North American way of life, and by
~ large, lh~. are incompatible
With the traditional life In the
, tewfoundland outport . These values
...ould have come anyway , because
we would have been drawn into
xortb American life, with or without
Confederation . What we call
progress' has been bought

wholesale from the various com-
munication systems, radio
television, magazines . The
education system, like all our

Dr. Morgan is the son 01
Jacob Morgan. a
Newfoundland school
teacher who lived and taught
in many isolated parts 0/ the
Island. The salary of a
teacher in the early part oj
this century, did nof allow for
luxuries. Old Jacob and his
wife caught and made many
quintals offish. especially in
Harbour Deep. so that their
children cauld have a
university education.

Today, their eldest son,
Mose , has reached the
highest position in education
circles. but he says the
necessity of making fish
never hurt their hi!l own
opportunities. nor his
parents lives. "In fact." he
says, "they pointed to the
years in Harbour Deep as the
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(Concluded)

~ hen the boys had to go into the
boats \\ ith their fathers. the school
"Quid close. They made up the lost
time by leaching on Saturdays and
others holidays. Hut life today is too
complicated to allow that sort of
thing.

I~ thl' educatlou system really
tlfferjog us teuer chctces? Can a
h.ighl~ degreed person become a
Ibherman?

I see noreason why a man with HA
cannot be a better Itsherman than
one without that degree. Or why an
economist cannot run a better
longltner. or a fish plant, 01"even the
general store. However. those with
skills such as engineering may bave
acquired the kind of skills that are
not needed in the small community.
But there is nothing to prevent the
person with a general education
from living there.

\Ii hat then b prevenung us from
lloing ju...t that?

I find a big difference in the at­
titudes towards education between
the pre-war years and now. Before
the war, we went to university to
become educated. Now you go to
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look for a good job. When I became
interested in the classics, for
example, at no lime did Father ask
what I was going to do with it. Hut
since the war, more and more
emphasis has been on getting a
degree to get a good job.

H you go back to the pre-war
iboughts about education, there
would never be any question about
v.bethel' an educated man belonged
in the fishing boat or not. It wasn't
something that you sold in the
market place. It was something that
would develop the person himself.

Hew du \H' get around that·!
I think the schools should be of­

fering more opportunity to develop
talents. There are some programs,
but not nearly enough. Young people
are directed along certain routes,
not because their talents don't lie
elsewhere, but it is easier to get
assistance to go elsewhere. We
heard recently about a young man
who is determined to become an
engineer. But he has to go first to
Trades School to make enough
money to fund his education.

h that not praise\1iOrthy?
I praise the man for it, but I

criticize the system that makes it
necessary. He should be permitted
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to pursue his career without this side
road.

What v.ould }OU like to see in the
s('h(lul~ til provide greater choices'!

I think we should have a much
broader ad~isory program and a
greater variety of programs, in the
arts, for example. And perhaps
every high school should be attached
to a vocational school so that
students can find out what their
natural bent is. All we do is pay lip
service to v.oodworking, for
example.

I.' the re:o.ponsibilit)· for that UDthe
unin'rsil) \Ilhich b teaching thl'
teachers?

No. the responsibility is on the
vurrlculum committees, on the
boards. on the policy of the
t.overnrnent. On the other hand,
should teachers come up with
schemes of that kind, they would
probably get a sympathetic ear in
the Government.

Are wv educating people out of the
lishing boats?

Yes, we are, and I think that whole
business is unreal, is a hangover
from the past. I suppose every step
ahead has its price. but that is a
price that is 100 high to pay.

Dr. Leslie Harris
(Conduded)

tradition that no amount of
preaching in the classroom can
change. This is symbolic of the way
in which we tend to discard our
traditional heritage, not only in
material things, but in what we
carry around inside lIS. I think we
have discarded a great deal and I'm
not sure we could have stopped it if
we had wanted to.

But having said that. I think the
schools have been very remiss in not
using the resources they have
around them in building their
programs - resources such as local
people, local traditions. Had these
things been incorporated into our
teaching system. children would
have been made aware, far more
than they have been. of their own
environment and their own
relationship to It, The schools have
not given students those choices.
They have clearly defined one path
to 'progress,' a word which I often
deplore. Progress is only such when
it leads to a better end, otherwise it
is only movement.

Andyou cannot blame the system.
Wehave the most flexible system in
the world and teachers and boards
are perfectly at liberty to in-

(Conri,,~d)
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Life
in the woods

A small. oItHryl~ bu"khCM~

The following in/ormation
came from Roy Forward.
Administrative Ol/icer
Department 0/ Forestry. Mr.
Forward was born in Grand
Fall. and began hi. career
with the A.N.D. Company.

Twenty rive years ago, loggers
.... ould live In bunk houses that were
usually built of logs. with a tarred
roof and white board floors. AU
ar?Wld the outside walls there were
built-up bunks with round logs in the
bottom, and on this was laid a foot of
green boughs to provide whatever
cushion they could. On this the
loggers spread their bedrolls. The
only thing separating the men was
t~e stick that held the bunk in place.
Fifty men would occupy such a
bunkhouse,

In the middle of the bouse there
would be a big old wood stove and
t wo or three old washpans in the
l'Or:'~~ provided whatever sanitary
facilities there were. These stunk to
high heaven in the summer when the
heal and rues got at them. A little
hole in the Ooor carried the water
away when you were finished with it.

(COItnnu~dOl'lnutptllJlrJ

Dr. leslie Harris
(ConduckdJ

corporate what they wish into the
learning experience. as long as
students are taught to master
certain skills [or public
examinations. But it has been far too
comfortable to blame the system for
what has really been our own
failures to incorporate into the
process what we consider important
to a totally educated person.

,Ila\'ing teen mvctwd intimately
....lth thl' ('t'ntrali18tioll program,
ho.... do )OU fed about it?

The program was a bad one and it
......as badly implemented. I am very
biased about this. Some com­
munities died that need not have
died, and my objection has been that
commuruues that would have died
any .... ay were not given the op­
portwtity to die a natural death.

The issue was Iorced by a
Government that believed ours
would become an industrialized
society. They made a careful
assessment of the cost of services on
the roe hand. and the cost of welfare
on the other, and they decided it was
cheaper to pay welfare than to
provide the services these com­
ruunittes needed to stay alive. They
took no account whatever of

traditim and values.
Some ccmmunfues han- resisted

t'entralization.ls this an articulation
of values"

I think so, yes. But Uris happened
after the process had halted. There
were very few spokesmen against it
in the ea rly days.

You see our young people have
been taug ht a respect for authority
and t,hey bought, unquestioningly.
the bill of good> Government sold
them. This unquestioning ac­
cepta~ce is changing now,
sometimes for the better. and we are
bette r able to make our own choices.

But even now, those communities
still remaining are not at all sure
how they are going to continue to
make a Living. It is aU very well to
talk about ,traditional values. but
~~~,asking. "What are we going

The Newfoundland outport was
built on the fishery, but to make the
fishery a viable Living. we must
pro tect the resource. The Federal
Government has allowed our waters
to be raped in the most unmerciful
fashion and the Provincial Govern­
ment has raised no protest about it I
think we can only maintain the
Newfoundland way of life if ottawa
is prepared to protect the resource.

But has thl' education system

really offl'ted u."tht· ebclec of opting
lor rural Ihing?

The education system has bought
a value system from the rest of the
world, Hut SO has the rest of society.
1I0w many people have you heard
s,ay, "I've been in the boats all my
life, but my sons will not have to go
through it." Once you say that you
are ,really writing off your ~om­
n~unlt,y because its way of life will
die With you, Hut had the Govern­
ment . made fishing a viable
operaUon, we could have had the

~~~~ ~C~:tr:;.il~t~~~,l':utb~~t~~~
the agony of that program. We could
have had our cake and eaten it too.

b (('eland Ih'lng proof that fishing
t'an .hl' an cccaemtc anernauvej

yes, and there is a very pertinent
p?lnt here. Iceland was poorer than
Newfoundland twenty-Jive years
ago. But her people J:!ad a very
st~~ educational tradition. Every
l~diV1dual was developed to the
highest degree possible, And when
they woo economic freedom from
Denmark, they were able to choose
for the fishery, and to build it up into
an economic way of life.

Newfoundland has a lot she cal
learn from the Iceland experience



U}' MAUG KI':'\H.:'IiEY
In 1949 when Ne wIoundland

became part of Canada. the con­
struction industry could be con­
sidered an area where a man might
go. if he didn't want to go fishing.
The industry then employed about
seven thousand people. Today . 25
years later, the construction in­
dustry is the biggest giant of our
Industrial picture, not only in Lhe
Province, but in the whole of
Canada.

Twenty-five years ago if a man
went to workon a construction job as
a labourer he could expect to make
.40 cents an hour: he generally
worked a len hour day in fine
..... esther. with no overtime; and
vacations were rarely considered.
He worked as long as there was work
available. and could expect to take
home about $16.00 per week.

As of now a construction worker
earns $4.35 em hour for a 40 hour
week, 6 % for vacation pay and
..... ilh fringes can take home almost
$200.00 per week.

Since Newfoundland became part
of Canada the industry has grown
steadily in the Province. In 1951 it
employed an average of 8.428 men
and the value of the work performed
stood at nearly fifty million dollars.
In 1973there were 14,553 men em­
ployed in the industry and the value
of the work performed stood at
414,947 million dollars. In other
words the construction industry has

(CootinuPd 00 next page)
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(Co"dudrd)

Today you have these mobile
trailer camps that are as modem
and comfortable as hotels. The food
IS better than you would find in
many homes. with the chefs having
undergone special training to
qualify for their jobs. The loggers
have individual, beautifully ap-
pointed quarters with all the modern Today 'J be4"khou~J

conveniences and there are Asked why the industry is having experienced in the logging camps,
television rooms. laundry facilities. trouble attracting loggers. Mr. Mr. Forward believes these Im-
lounges and so on. Forward suggested the trouble is provements would have come

The men usually get home on ....ith the itinerant loggers who get a anyway. even ....ithout Confederation
weekends, pooling their resources. licence to cut near their homes and because the industries are com­
and they often get home two or three are still working under extremely peung with their products on a world
nights during the week. difficult conditions, some of them market and the)' would have to keep

In contrast with this. now. you even ....ithout power saws. In these up both the quality and quantity of
have the industry in Brtush : cases. conditions are not much their output. He suggests the labour
Columbia where there are no camps. different than they were fifty years movement has had as much impact
....ith loggers commuting by bus ago. . on ..... orking conditions __ In
every morning and bringing their Admitting there are vast un- Newfoundland as the political
lunch cans with them. provements in the living conditions system.
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Cons t ruct ion
(Conduckd)

grcwn eigtt limes in value in
l wcnt}"j. ~o years.

In 1?7J: the industry peaked at
12.598 workers but this can be at­
tributed to the building of Trade
Schools around the province, the
increase in the buildi ng of
denominat ional schools, and the
constructing and paving of ma ny
provincial roads. The pumping of
DHEE funds into this P rovince has
to be cons idered also a determ ining
factor in the growth of the industr y.

Those in the construction business
say the three giants of the Indust ry
In Newfoundla nd are Seaboard
Construction, Lungrigans Limited
and Crosbie's, and the lion's sha re of
the industry has been concen trated
un these firms.

The escalations of the costs ol lhe
business in the last few yea rs
because r:I inflation ma kes one
Yoonder if the construction business
y, ill not fall into the hands of the
acvemments because they will be
the only ones large enough to cope

'01nh the rising costs .
Schools that could be built for

26.00 a SQuare foot three }ears ago
now coot $55.00. Re-enforcing steel.
one of the musts of the industry two
years ago cost $185.00a ton . It no"
costs $560.00,and every other cost in
the industry down to the smallest
nail has increased likewise .

Come-By-Chance which stands as
one of the largest single undertaking
in the province over the past 25
yea rs, particularly when one con­
s iders it's rela ted " spin-off"
projects, stands up front as one of
the areas where labour costs took
the biggest jum p, with strikes on the
site resultin g in the coots esca lati ng
by about 30 % in some trades.

1975 will be a good yea r for con­
strucuon in St. J ohn's with summer
games and possibly a sports com­
plex held out as carrots to the in­
dustry, and one can imagine that the
proposed Lower Churchill
development will create immense
excitement to those interested in
Labrador.

Housing construction "ill depend
la rgely on available mortuage
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money and unless inte rests rates are
rolled back. the ave rage family man
looking for accomodations will
certainly oot want to tangle with
existing high mortgage rates.

The trades are negotiating wage
agreements in April of 1975and if the
artisans of the t rades ask for
unreasonable wage rates rates, then
the construction industry are liable
10 stumble under too leavy a load
and only the giants will survive.

Joey

Is back!
Joseph Rober ts Smallwood has

always been a rebe l. He first
became a cham pion of human
rights when at rourteen he led the
battle for more molasses on the
pudding at boarding school. He
became a staunch socialist, a
defender of the dcwn- trodden, in
his work and travels through
="ova Scotia , Maine and ~ew

York in his early 20's .
19-15 found Joe, aner an up and

down career. mostly in jour­
nalism, an ar de nt advocate of
union with Canada and the next
four years of his banle for that
union would rn volumes.

The battle was won on that
fateful day, March aist.. 1949,
when Br itai n's oldest colony
bee a me Canada's newest
P rovince . (The da le had been set
for April 151., but J oey re fused to
allo w his tory to na me it an April
Fool' s tr ick).

fo' or t he next twe n ty-th ree
years, Joey pulled this land.
'kicking and sc ream ing' , as some
would have it, into the 20th.
centur-y . He won every Provincial
election for the Liberals until
October , 1972, when his party
managed onl)· a draw . After only
a few months as opposition
leader , the man who had ruled
the Province for twenty-three
yean beca me aUent an d unsee n .

But now, Joey is back. His
fantastic energy seems to have
slackened, but only slightly. He
will campaign on a ticket 01
political reform, first for the
Liber-alleadership. and then, tbal
won. for the su premacy of the
Libera l party in the next
Provincial election. victory in
both would mea n anot her term as
Premier for a ma n who has
al ways stood out fr om the crowd­
a man whose ac nteve me nts are
well known , bUI whose mist akes
will rem ain the judge ment of
his tor
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Newfoundland outport
joins the great auk
I

By Garth Cochran

Many Newfoundland outports are
dying ! Many others died a long time
ago and still others were buried
under the resettlement program .
The) ' died. and ar e dying, because
most outports have become one
industry towns. The) ' willcontinue to
die as long as they are allowed to
remain that way.

One industry towns are always
vulnerable . Look at the nwnber of
ghost towns around North America ,
plac es that died with their only in­
dustry . Shattered hulks of houses .
dus t. weeds growing through
floorboards. and 00 people: all these
things are a common sight when a
mine runs out. when the oil wells run
dry, when !:he trees are gon,e, or
when there 1S no longer any Hsh.

Not too many years ago, the
outpcr t family had a simple

::~~~~~Peo~~l.: ::;te~~~~
own vegetables for the winter , and
cut their own firewood. They raised
their own animals for meat and
caught fish for the winter table. In

~~~~t~~th~~o~;:~ ~;~~e~bo~~
labours . That which they could not
grow or make , they bought with the
proceeds of fishing or woodcutting .
It was this way for decades .

As for preparing his fishing gear,
a man had ample time in the spring
and fall to repair or remake the
small amount of gear he needed. A
failure in anyone, or even any two of
these things would not bring total
disaster.

Durin g this period before our
"a wakening", social changes were
going on. But the changes w~re

slow: in tune , one might say , With

the pace of life in Newfoundland .
Roads crept along the coast.
Electricity dribbled slowly into
those communities that could afford
it. But then came Confederation , and
wtth it cam e money from Ottawa.
E xist ing Government programs
were accelerated. New programs
were started. Roads raced around
the island. Electricity flowed where
once it was a dream. People could

ta lk with relatives across the island
and around the world thanks to the
telephone. Water and sewerage was
installed. Paved streets and street
lighting . Councils and taxes! All of
this had to be paid for .

Unfortunately, for many com­
munitie s, the changes OCCUlTed at a
lime when the forest industry was
tur ning professional . after 1958:
~ ork in the woods dried up . So a man
had to turn to fishing to make the
money needed to pay for these
"a menities" of life. But more fishing
meant less time ashore.Iess time for
the garden and to cut wood. So food
and fuel had to be purchased to
make up the difference. That. in its
turn. meant more fishing and less
lime for other things .

However. it became increasingly
difficult for a fisherman to earn a
living at sea. Twenty years ago, they
were told to burn their boats, and the
policy behind that was to almost
ignore fisheries development. Thus.
we lost the opportunity to be first in
the developing offshore fishery .
Foreign fleets were built and sent
over here to get the fish we were not
catching. Perhaps if we were cat ­
ching It, lhen these fleets would
never have been built. Perhaps. if
we had started earlier to deve lop our
fishery. these countries would have
see n no sense in trying to compete
with us for fish they could have
bought for less than it cost them to
build and operate their fleets .

But the fact is that we were not
ready, and they did come. And they
raped our stocks! Fishermen found
they needed bigger boats and more
fishing gear to catch the same fish.
Capita l investment in the inshore
Iisbery blossomed from less than
five thousand dollars per boat and
gear to upwards of $150,000. Now the
fishermen are really vulnerable to
vagaries in weather, markets or
stocks of fish. When anyone of these
things goes against a man, he has a
disasterous year. He has nothing to
fall back on except welfare
payments of one kind or another. ~e
loses his independence and his
dignity. The cost to society is
tremendous.

What is the solution ? New boats

Tht type of lamp that Ne w­
fou ndlfUld could be produc·
iIJI.This one was~iltin
~ United States andu­
ported to OInadil wherr i t
~fls in S L John i for $ /9a

and gear ? New fishing techniques"
These can only partly fill the need in
the outport . What is necessary for
the community as a whole is to
eliminate the dependence of the
local economy on a single Industry .
Ther e are many ideas floating
around for small cottage industries
that would diversify the economic
base. Joey tried it , but he made a big
mistake. He imported materials to
make products for a small local
market. Business es were saddled
with high production costs , small
markets, and heavy competition
from larger , well-established
mainland companies. Th e real
solution would be to use local
resou rces; wood, minerals, sea
shells, etc., to make a product that
people elsewhere would purchase. In
otherwords, look towards the larger
mainland and international market.
Now that something could be as
simple as a lamp or a piece of fur­
niture with a nautical flavour . But it
probably should not be a model dory
which has become a cliche . It should
be something, made by local craft­
smen. that is useful around a
mainlanders house. and something
that would remind him of the sea
and 01 Newtoundland . The idea is to
sell Newfoundland . After all , its
about time that we exported
something besides fisE and _people.
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