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Introduction

In allof our issues of Decks Awash, we have skirted around the fishery. Oh yes,
we always have one or two articles about it, but we haven't gone into it in depth.
So we thought it was about time. We hope that what is written is a fairly accurate
picture of how you, the fisherman, and you, the fishery expert, see what has
always been known as ‘‘Newfoundland’'s reason for being.”” And our issue
couldn’t come at a more opportune time; when the entire industry is under
question. In fact, we were talking to one fish company official on a Saturday and
he was hard at work. We asked him what he was doing since there was a strike
and no fish was being moved. He answered, ‘‘Why, I've never been busier,
everyone is studying us and I spend my days filling out questionnaires’'. And so,
here’s our questionnaire on the fishery, filled out by you, our readers.
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‘The fishermen’s point of view

In preparing this issue of Decks
Awash on the fishery we spoke with
fishermen from all sections of the
Island, and on the coast of Labrador.

We spoke with trap fishermen,
longliner fishermen, and trawler-
men to get an overall picture of the
fishery from the people closest to it,
the men who go out in the boats.

One fact emerged clearly; 1974
was a very bad year for the fishery.
Some areas of the Province were
badly hampered by ice, and in
almost every area the catches were
down. The fishermen feel that cod,
the one species that was once
reported to have turned our coastal
waters into ing waters of
silver’ is slowly, but surely,
disappearing from the scene.
Richard Farrell of Little Bay says,
“The stocks of cod are getting
depleted, and there is no haddock
left.” Willis Bird "of Cartwright,
Labrador tells us, “We never saw
any cod in our area this year."”

Another area where the fishermen
are in accord is on the question
of gill nets. Says Gordon Warren of
Fox Roost, “I don’t think gill nets
should ever have been put in the
water in Newfoundland. They have
ruined the fishery. I've fished in
places where there were plmty of
fish, but after gill nets fished these
waters for three years, I haven’t
been able to go back there. A lot of
the nets are lost. They are made of
plastic, therefore they never rot but
keep catching fish and sinking to the
bottom. They are worse than the
foreign draggers. We fished on the
Straits of Belle Isle this spring and
hauled gill nets up that were lost
three years ago, and they were the
same as the day they were lost. They
had some bad fish in them, but they
also had good fish in them. We
won't allow gill nets to be used on
this coast.”” Bernard Dooley of
Marystown will tell you, “I agree

that gill nets should never have been
brought into the country. I can go
right now and lay my marks in
Bonavista Bay for a fleet of 50 gill
nets lost on the one string. Fish are
still dying in these nets, and they will
die for vears to come.”

Most  fishermen think unem-
ployment insurance is unfair. Joe
O'Brien in Bay Bulls, was the only
fisherman who gave it any approval
at all. “I am in favour of unem-
ployment insurance fishermen.

Every professional fisherman can
fish long enough to get enough
stamps to draw unemployment
insurance during the winter mon-
ths.”” But Levi George Norris of Bay
de Berde disagrees, ‘‘Unem-
ployment insurance is  causing
problems for the fishery because
men are leaving the boats to look for
other work in order to get stamps.

Unemployment insurance is unfair
te fishermen. We fished from April
until the 3rd of October and we
couldn’t draw unemployment until
December. Yet the person working
in the plant got eight weeks stamps,
didn’t work nearly as long or hard as
we did, started drawing
unemployment as soon as he
finished work. This doesn't make
sense.”

Perhaps among some of the
fishermen there is confusion about
how to apply for unemployment
insurance. Mr. Bird in Cartwright,
Labrador tells us, “We salmon
fished in the month of July, 1974, but
we never saw a cod fish in our area,
S0 we never got any stamps for
unemployment insurance. We just
have to make do with the salmon we
caught.”

Of course, when you talk to

really
the same, becausetmyareaudoing
the same fishing. Their
concemns!ormesnpplyofﬂ.sh the
over-fishing all around the Island,
and the lack of support regarding

foreign draggers from both the
Provincial and Federal Govern-
ments.

Says Gordon Warren of Fox Roost
“We have difficulty with foreign
draggers in St. Georges Bay because
they can come in the land lock. We
fish out about 25 miles, but they can
g0 in 12 mllestohshnndmget

Lawrence. These ships are using
trawls and catching cod, they are
much larger than our boats and
carry two crews. These longliners
are salting their catch on board and
throwing the offal in the water,
keeping the halibut baited. Our
boats had to leave the area because
his made the water dirty and the
‘ish weren't hungry enough to eat
Jait after eating the offal from the
Portuguese. The fishermen only
in about such sit
among themselves; it doesn’t seem
to do any g)od to complain to the
Minister of Fisheries. These foreign
boats are allowed to fish within the
12-mile limit, so they are doing
nothing illegal.””

Most or the fishermen agree that

Says Art Wicks of Badger’s Quny,
“The fishermen should be weeded
out. Have them registered, and then
we will find out who is a bona fide
fisherman. This will cut down a lot of
the extravaganza of fishermen
employed in other jobs getting
compensated, and full-time
fishermen being left out. To guard
against this, the licencing program
should have been enforced eight or
ten years ago."”

The cost of gear has risen
astronomically. This is very difficult
for independent fishermen who have
to bw their own gear, because the
price of fish or the government
subsidy hasn’t kept pace with it. For
example, lobster twine which used
to cost $2.00 a pound, now costs $6.50.
And the rising costs have hurt the

.
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fisheries old standby, the dory,
which is about to disappear from the
scene. Mr. T.J. Hardy in Port aux
Basques, reports that the cost of-
dories has risen so high there isn’t
any market for them.

Some fishermen we talked to
approved of unions, and many ap-
proved of the Union’s stand in the
current trawlermen’s strike. But
sone of them had ideas of their own,
such as establishing an inshore
fisheries association, a vessel
owner’s association, or a trust fund
set up by the Government for
fishermen such as the trawlermen
who are out to sea for 10 or 11 days,
and come home without an adequate
income.

Nearly all the men we talked to
had words of praise for the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, and they wish
something similar could be done for
the fresh fish industry. Nationalizing
the industry is not a prime concern
of the fishermen, but they would like
to have a guaranteed income, or
some sort of income security for the
work they do.

THE FUTURE?

“‘Joe O'Brien of Bay Bulls says,
““The future of the inshore fishery is
going to keep going down. If this
fishery collapsed completely it
would be disasterous for a com-
munity like Bay Bulls. Although

there -are only approximately 20
fishermen here, there are about 200
people employed in the fish plant.”
Levi George Norris of Bay de
Verde, says “The future of the
Elshery in the Bay de Verde area
looks very bad. It couldn’t be any
worse. I'm 50 years old, and I have
never seen the fishery this bad, and
T've been a fisherman since I was
nine years old. If the fishery goes
under, I don’t know what will
happen to men like myself, who
knows nothing but the fishery.”

Arthur Wicks of Badger’s Quay
says, “There may be lots of cod fish
in the water, but who's going to
catch them once the old time
fishermen are gone?

You can’t duplicate a fisherman
anymore. Ayoung man can go to the
Fisheries College and get a trade,
but he won't be going in the fishing
boat. We have something else. You
can’t blame them, because there is
very little fish to be caught, yougeta
very low price for it, and there is no
ranteed

fishery if someone took the initiative
and got the young men back in the
boats.”

Richard Farrell of Little Bay, says
“1 think the fishery has a future. We
might not get rich at it, but there are
a lot of people on this part of the
coast depending on it.

And we give the last word to a man
who stepped down from the industry
many years ago snd now only

fisheries would be if the Government
withdrew all its aid, and had a total
collapse. Let it fall, and see who
picks it up. Then you will force a
rethinking at both the Federal and
Provincial levels.”

Kevin
Congdon
talks

Kevin, a full-time inshore
fisherman from Calvert, was the
only fisherman on the 25-man
delegation from Canada to attend
the Law of the Sea Conference in
Caracas, Venezuela. Kevin had
hoped to get up at the plenary
sessions and give his opinions, but he
found it impossible because 5,000
people attended from 150 countries,
and each country had its own
spokesman.

According to Kevin, one of the
reasons the discussion on the 200-
mile limit bogged down, was the
inability of those in favour of the
limit to say so, because they were
unsure of whether they would win.
Kevin believes the future of the
fishery lies in the 200-mile limit, and
if Canada doesn't get it at the
Conference in Geneva in March, he
says, “‘You can forget the ﬂlhery o

Kevin has been a for 40

years. He has a trap boat. He would

never have a longliner because he'

says you can't make it pay, fishing
four or five months a year. Although
he had a good season this past year,
he says the fish are becoming scarce
and, like everyone else, he lays the
blame on the draggers.

He sells his fish in Calvert and
some of it goes to National Sea in St.
John's, and the rest goes to
Bonavista Cold Storage in Fer-
meuse. Last year he was lucky - all
the fish sold. This year, he's not so
gdtimisﬁc. The markets are very

Kevin is very outspoken on the
trawler dispute. Although he doesn't
think the inshore fishermen will ever
strike because they can always salt
their fish and have the Saltfish
Corporation market it, he does think
the trawlermen will stay on strike
until they get what the Harris
Report recommends. Says Kevin,
“The fishermen of Newfoundland
have kept this Province going, and
for too long they have been looked
down upon. Now the fishermen want

Government is sure that the fish
compama don't have the money to

y the fishermen, and if they feel
that the fishery is worth saving, they
will have to step in and do something
about it. No longer are fishermen
going to fish for half starvation
wages."

“I have always advocated
nationalizing the fishing industry. If
the Government keeps pouring
money into the fishery, the
won't be concerned about their ef-
ficiency. If the industry was
nationalized, the Government could
put people in that would make it
more efficient.”

And Kevin feels the fishing in-
dustry has a few other ills as well.
Says he, “I'm not sure about
guaranteed income for fishermen.
What incentive would he then have
to work? And I don’t go along with
the gear replacement program
either. The only thing I agree with is
that a man should get paid for his
labeur. I've lived all my life on the
fishery, reared and educated seven

people to realize how they

children, and never got a cent from
G 1 believed in

mwthewmleeonmmy.lf_the

5

never
handouts.”
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Fogo Island fishing

Fish was scarce thlsyear for those
who were handlining, but gill netting
was good once the ‘ice cleared.
Alexander Cull, a longliner
fisherman from Barr'd Island, says,
“Gill nets are the best method of
catching fish, but no man should be
allowed to use them after the middle
of October, when the ice comes in.
We need an alternative to the gill
nets for this time of year.”

Herring was plentiful, but it was
hard to sell. The Fogo Island Co-op
had a chance to sell the herring to
Sweden, but they would receive only
40 per cent of the money before
shipment, and the Co-op was afraid
that once the herring got to Sweden
they might claim it was bad and the
Co-op would never receive the other

60 per cent.

Three hundred barrels of herring
were put up, 150 were sold to an
agent in St. John’s, and 150 barrels
were sold to Fishery Produets in
December. If there had been a
market for herring, the Co-op, and
therefore the fishermen, would have
made good money,

The ground fish was filleted
through the Co-op and sold to
Fishery Products. The cod was
salted and marketed by the Saltfish
Corporation.

One of the biggest complaints of
Fogo Island fishermen is the system
of unemployment insurance. Like all
other inshore fishermen, they feel it
was never intended for fishermen
because it so heavily discriminates
against them.

Some of the fishermen feel that the
industry should be nationalized, but
others think something similar to
the Saltfish Corporation should be
set up to market the fish. They feel
the Saltfish Corporation did an
excellent job and cited the fact that

the price for salt fish had more than
tripled since the Corporation took
over.

The fishermen of Fogo Island
think there will always be a need for

Gear Replacement Program. But,
such programs have to be closely
supervised, to guard against their
abuse.

It was agreed that licencing of
fishermen would be of benefit. But
how would it be decided who was or
wasn't a fisherman? The fishermen
said this cannot be determined by
sending forms to every man along
the Newfoundland coast, as was
done last year.

The striking trawlermen have the
full support of the Fogo Island
fishermen; they feel the trawlermen
deserve to get what they are fighting
for. But- what about the inshore
fishermen? As Alexander Cull puts
it, "I'mmhmgfromMay until the

of October, and from December
um.ll March I'm getting my gear
ready for the next fishing season. If I
scrape up $4,000 or $5,000 wages in a
year, including unemployment,
fishing, everything, I am doing good
in the inshore fishery. This is a top
wage for an inshore fisherman. I
hope the trawlermen win their
argument, because then there might
be a chance that the inshore
fiahermen will win something better

Roland Leyte, a Fogo Island
fishermen, says, “‘I've never done
anything all my life except fish, but
now I've got to think about giving it
up. There is no incentive for a
fisherman anymore — we can't even
get a bit of unemployment insurance
when we're not fishing. Things like
that are driving the fishermen out of
the boats.”

A fisherwoman,
Marjorie 0’Brien

Marjorie O'Brien of Bay Bulls is
‘not satisfied with just being a

housewife, or working on a flake.
She loves the omdoors, especially
the water. So, in 1971, she became
part of the crew on her husband’s
longliner. “I have no fear of the
water, although I can’t swim a
stroke,” says Marjorie, “‘but I trust
my husband, and he can handle the
boat like a baby. My kids got a kick
out of me going fishing.”

She fished from May until Sep-
tember, and Marjorie says, ‘‘They
were the best months of my life. We
had to be leaving the wharf at 5:00 in
the morning, and it was often 10:00
at night before we got cleared up.”
They got a lot of fish last season and
with only one crew member, and
getting 6 cents a pound for fish, the
O'Briens made a fair amount of
money.

But like all fishermen, Marjorie
found that the system of unem-
ployment was very strange. She
applied for benefits when she
finished fishing, received five weeks
money, but then was told that
because she fished with her
husband, she wasn’t eligible for
unemployment. But, if she had
worked for a neighbour, she would
have qualified!

In spite of that, Marjorie hopes to
go fishing again this year in
Placentia Bay. “My husband says
it's easy fishing in that area.”

If one of Marjorie’'s daughters
decided to go fishing for a living, she
would be delighted. “It’s a grand
life, you always get a good salary out
of it, and you are your own boss and
can do what you like. I certainly
don’t feel that a fisherman is a
second class citizen.”

The inshore
fishermen
of the Burin
Peninsula

In the midst of the trawlermen’s
stnke many co.f s

Fred Fitxpalrick of Lord's Cove
full-time

from the

ﬂmrsnsonlastsahont

Bur&n Peninsula have probably been

slightly forgotten. Decks Awash
talked to several of them. They are
inshore trap fishermen and their
homes and fishing areas extend
from Lord’s Cove and Lamaline on
the bottom of the Burin Peninsula,
up to Arnold’s Cove and Southern
lg:;bour. at the head of Placentia

Walter Foote of Lamaline and

three months and, a man's catch
bears directly on the amount of
unemployment insurance he will
receive. Neither these two men, nor
others we talked to, are happy with
the way the UIC benefits are paid to
inshore fishermen.

Under the scheme, a fisherman is
entitled to about 15 weeks benefits
and as Mr. Fitzpatrick points out,
“It's Christmas before we can get
it.” The scheme is not perfect, but
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when a man finishes (fishing in
September and has to wait until the
first week of December before he
can start the two week waiting
period, grumbling is common.
Benefits are paid for five weeks for
each six week period worked. In the
inshore fishery 16 to 18 weeks is a
normal

season.

Earl Reid of Baine Harbour,
Placentia Bay, is a trap fisherman,
and like Mr. Foote and Mr. Fitz-
patrick, uses about a 35-foot boat. He
explains he uses gill nets part of the
season for cod. “I like gill nets ...
and the Government gives a
bounty... but I think they're wrong.
However, they bring up my catch for
the year." Mr. Foote says, “Last
year gill nets did well around
Lamaline. I don’t like gill nets in
deep water because they catch up
the spawning fish.”

Eric Bolt of Arnold's Cove, and his
fellow fishermen from that com-
munity, feel some organization is
needed among inshore fishermen to

waters, a community haul-out and
stage. He feels the UIC system is
inadequate, and, proposes that the
oil refinery at Come-By-Chance,
after it expands, will provide even
more hazardous and potentially
polluted fishing than before.

Mr. Bolt says, “We've been in
contact with Mr. Cashin about
joining the union and he plans to
visit us in the near future. The
fishermen haven't gotten together,
80 I don't know how the majority of
them feel about joining such a
union.”

This may be the scene in many inshore fishermen’s premises at the end of
next season as many Placentia Bay fishermen seem intent on getting back
into salt fish preduction. Prices in 1974 zoomed up to 8¢ more per pound than
1973 for heavy salted choice fish. A further price increase is not expected for
1975 as world markets are building up some surplus as Scandanavian
companies, primarily. are increasing salt fish production.

and aside from ruining the herring
fishery, have, on occasion,
destroyed nets and traps belonging
to the inshore fishermen.

Mr. Bolt says too high quotas are
being set by scientists and Govern-
ment officials, without asking local
fishermen their opinion. ‘‘The
fishermen wonder if the scientists
are npt going out on a limb, and if
they really know as much about this
as they claim,"” he says.

In general, the fishermen’s views
on the current strike seems to be a

shared one. They feel the trawler-
men deserve a better deal than has
been normally the case, but they feel
that being associated with the
trawlermen in a union may prove
dangerous as the situation between
them and the trawlermen is so
different.

Most of the fishermen of this area
seem to think they will go back into
salt fish production next season, as
prices for salt fish have increased
over the past few feasons.

the Peninsula who feel a union would
probably create more problems than
it solves, when it is dealing with a

the Government and—or
i d foot some of the cost

of new radars for the local fisher-

men. :

Bérrlng seining operations in

depleted herring stocks in the area,

It’s the same old story

Charlie Pardy of Musgrave Harbour, Alonza Flight of Cottle Island and
Jack Jenkins of Lower Jenkins Cove, all say the same things:

““The only answer to the fishing problem is the 200-mile limit.”

“Unemployment Insurance isn't right at all. Fishermen will fish the
season, get ten or twelve stamps and in March be cut off. The guy who's
only worked on land for eight weeks can get unemployment for 12 mon-
ths."

““Because of the unfair treatment of fishermen in UIC, skippers can't
get men to work the longli e

““The gill nets yave ruined the fishery. They never should have been
allowed. I don't know which is worse, though, the gill nets org.he fomign
draggers. We’ve counted 18 or 20 draggers inside the 12-mile limit. While
that'’s going on, there is no hope for the inshore fishery.”

“We need more haul-ups.” A

But here’s an optimistic note: Captain Greenham of Twillingate
reports that fish catch failures have occurred many times in the past. He
remembers that 46 years ago there were no fish in the Twillingate area
and there was a time when virtually no fish were taken off the Labrador.
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“I love fishing

but this could be my last year at it”’

Tom Roberts of Little Bay Islands
knows his fish. He started fishing on
the Labrador when he was 17 and he
has seen many summers since then.
He's seen the fishery at its peak, and
he has seen it at its worst. Why, he
can remember when James Strong
Limited was in full production in
Little Bay Islands during the ‘40’s,
they packed and
marketed 60,000 quintals of heavy
salted and light salted cod. “That’s
more than is caught all around the
Island of Newfoundland now", says
Tom. And in 1967 he went to the
Labrador on June 1st with 15 other
men and started fishing on the 24th.
On the 26st. of July he and the other
men took up their traps and got
home the 8th. of August with 3,241
quintals of fish between them.

Since he started fishing on the
Labrador, he's watched the fishery
go down. This summer he said there
wasn't enough fish caught by one
man to supply one family with food
for the winter. He puts the blame on
the foreign draggers. ““The foreign
fleets have the best navigation
equipment and the best radio-
telephone systems. During the day
they stay off the coast and the
captain listens to the conversations
of every Newfoundland boat and
hears where the best catches are.
And at night when our boats have
gone back to their berths, these
boats come into the coast and drag.
‘When we start fishing in the mor-
ning, they are nowhere in sight. We
may try to stop them by patrolling,
but we don't have the boats. They
know every trick in the book.”

Tom goes after lobster around
April 25th. and at the same time he
has gill nets out. When the lobster
season is over, he goes to the
Labrador gill net fishing and he
returns about the last of September,
and then he's involved in the herring
fishery until it becomes too cold.
He goes to the Labrador because
he thinks more money can be made
in a short time. The fish are larger
there than what can be caught in the
Green Bay area. The men who don’t
go to the Labrador from Green Bay
start fishing for turbot and cod in
May, providing there is no ice.
‘Tom doesn’t own a longliner. He
gets a share for working on someone
else’s because he'd rather go to the
Labrador “than sit around in Little
Bay Island and wai

to be looked after. Despite subsidies,
all this gear is still expensive, Tom
explains, “About seven years ago I
bought a salmon net from Leckie’s
and paid $31; today it would cost me
over $200. You can get a subsidy for
this, but you still have to pay out
money and I can't get a subsidy for
mesh under § inches.

Perhaps all this investment is one
reason Tom is watching the trawler
strike with great interest. “These
trawler men have no investment like
the inshore fishermen, and the
$13,000 proposed guaranteed income
will be clear money." He recognizes
that the existing average pay is no
incentive for anyone to go trawler
fishing, and he recognizes that the
can't be

the herring
fishery starts.”” But he wouldn't own
a longliner anyway because it's not
worth the money. Says Tom, “Ten
years ago a longliner cost about
$15,000 and a fisherman who had one
generally had 200 gill nets. Those 200
gill nets today would cost about
swm There’s talk that they want
to discontinue the use of gill nets.
ButifI had a boat with $10,000 worth
of gill nets, ’'m not going to throw
them away and get involved in
another $7,000 or $8,000 for other
equipment for a longliner that I
can't guarantee any fish for.”
Tom says it's a struggle for an
inshore fisherman to make a living
now. He doesn’t own a big boat, but
he still has 250 lobster pots, 4 salmon
nets, a 25 foot motor boat with a new
mgtor, a speed boat, and a lot
ofothernshmggear,auolwhmhm

Unloading the fish on the Southwest coast.

classed the same as south coast
fishermen because of its short
season, but nonetheless, “We are
going to want more money because
we have a lot of money invested and
a lot of expense. We aren’t going to
be satisfied until we get a guaran-
teed income of at least $10,000.”

Tom has no patience with the
present Federal Government
system of _mpensating for lost
gear: He says, ““There are no
guidelines. Anyone can get com-
pensated. Someone who is a
time fisherman is treated the same
as someone who has only ten pots.”
Tom doesn't object to moonlighters
because he believes everyone has
the right to fish, hutonlybmaﬂk
fishermen shouls compensated
or receive sumid:es and to Tom a
bona fide fisherman is ‘‘Someone
who does not hold a full-time job
elsewhere”. He feels the system
could be simplified by luvmg a

requests for compensation. “If the
Government would pay a stipend to
areal fisherman to find out who are
the real fishermen, before he was
finished, he'd know".

1 love fishing, but this could be
my last year at it, and I don’t know
what I am going to do then”.
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Fishermen provide the facts
Inshore fishery
‘on the way out”

“The inshore fishery,” Heart's
Delight fisherman Bill Worthman
reflected lssl week *‘is dying like a
person TB — it's going
gradually.”

Mr. Worthman was not alone in his
concern about the future of the in-
shore fishery in Newfoundland.

Mike Lahey of Heart's Desire, a
veteran of more than 40 years in the
fishery before a stroke forced him to
give it up, commented: “If they
don’'t do something for the fisher-
men, the young men are going to
leave the boats.™

longliner skipper Levi George
Norris said: “‘A person would hardly

believe it the way the fishery is
going out. The way it's going, I'd say
Bay de Verde will be a ghost town in
three years."

It may sound like alarmist talk,
but the men supplied some pretty
convincing statistics to back up their
concern

“‘Seven years ago,” said Mr.
Norris, 'l had a man offer me $200
for a berth on my longliner. Three
years ago, I had my pick of any four
men out of 20. This year, there was
never a man yet who asked me for a
berth.”

(Reprinted from The Evening
Telegram. )

Fisheries Committee
Harbour Grace
Development Association

The ramifications of the
trawlermen’s strike is felt
t.hroushout the whole of the fabric of
the P , and this can be seen by
loohng at the situation surrounding
a committee from the Harbour
Grace Development Association.

Mrs. June Hunt, a member of the
Committee, said it has been asked
by Fisheries Minister Crosbie to
curtail its activities until such time
as the strike is settled.

The Committee grew out of a
recommendation made by Premia'
Moores in November,
meeting between him and the
Harbour (.hacebe Development
Associ T A

not a lack of confidence in the local
plant management was a cause for
concern, leading to non-support by
the Provincial Government; and,
what the Government was
to do about a proposal for a fishing
boat service center for the town of
Harbour Grace.

The Committee, set up as a result
of Premier Moores suggestion, was
made up of representatives of the

vincial Department of Fisheries,
town council, Development
Association, other phases of in-
dustry, union and development
agencies, It met twice to discuss
short, medium and long-term
isheries in the area.

sponsored a delegation of people
concerned with the future of the
fisheries, and its effect on Harbour
Grace, who talked with Premier
Moores.
The delezauon brought several
Mr. Moores, among them:
whelher or not the Provincial
Government felt there was a future
for the area in fisheries; whether of

It was after the second meeting the
Minister asked for a postponement.

Mrs. Hunt is not sure when the
Committee will meet again, and
quotes the Minister, who when
asking for a postponement,
suggested it would be better to wait
and see if the fisheries can be saved,
before any plans are made for the
future.

Longliner skipper Bill Worthman
puffs away on a cigareite as he
refelcts in his Heart’s Delight home
on some of the injustices he sees in
the way inshore fishermen are
treated. One of the most stubborn
obstacles facing inshoremen, he
said, is the unemployment insurance

program, which “doesn’t even treat
us like human beings.” — Telegram
photo

There are other ways of
measuring the decline of the inshore
fishery.

In 1968, said Mr. Norris, there

were 68 skippermen in trap boats,
while last year only 23 drew berths
and only 14 traps were fished. This
year there has been such little in-
terest in the trap fishery that the
normal Jan, 15 draw for trap berths
was postponed until the middle of
May.

The reason fishermen are getting
out of the business is mainly the
incredible decline of fish stocks.

Mr. Norris said he caught 825,000
pounds of mixed fish in 1966, his first
year as longliner skipper. And this

with a 38-foot boat and 52 gill nets.

The following year, starting a
couple of months earlier and fishing
with 75 gill nets, he hauled in 997,000
pounds.

“Today,"” he lamented, “'I have
300 nets and 58-foot longliner, and 1
can'teven get a quarter of a million
pounds.”

In Old Perlican, longliner skipper
Warren Green told much the same
story. In 1966, he caught more than a
million pounds of fish using just 50
gill nets. "“Now you're lucky if you
can catch half a million pounds in
300 nets."

Because of this decrease in lan-
dings, along with galloping in-
creases in the price of gear and
supplies, the fishermen are finding it
tougher and together to beat a living
out of the sea. Last year, the
problem was intensified by heavy
ice conditions which made min-
cemeat oul of the fishing season.
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Mr. Norris said 1974 was "'the very
worst year since 1've been at iL."" He
said he went $3,000 in the hole.

On his first trip, incredibly, he was
at sea from 5:30 a.m. May 29 to 2:30
a.m. May 30, without landing any
fish.

“Last year and the year before,"
he said, ‘I sunk into the hole. So if 1
can't gel a price for my fish, how
long do you think I can keep on going
in the hole before 1 give it up?”

The only think keeping him going,
he said, is that he has an investment
of at Jeast $170,000 tied up in his boat
and gear.

Mr. Norris estimated that the
average income for fishermen in
Bay de Verde last year was about
$2,000, though some fishermen may
have made us much as $4,000.

Bill Worthman said the men on his
boat made about $1,600 to $1,700 a
man, while some boats in Hearl's
Delight brought in only enough fish
to provide each man with about $700
for the entire fishing season.

Mike Lahey painted a similar
picture of the situation in Heart's
Delight, where he said the men
earned an average of about $1,600
last year. In Old Perlican, it seems a
little less gloomy, as Warren Green
said most fishermen appear to be
planning to return to sea this year.

But even there, the $3,500 average
earnings last year look pretty
meagre in the face of spiralling
costs.

The fishermen interviewed
suggested a number of reasons for
the decline in fish stocks, but most of
them felt the advent of the glll net

Boats, nets, rope...they’re all part of the mammoth investment required of a
longliner skipper before he can head out to sea. Now it's genhgnﬂm
fishermen are giving up the trade because the financial rewards

seanty. “l’vegouhupdndllu-re udlt‘u)ohtomnallviunllt."
said Warren Green (above) of Old Perlican, as he showed a Tt

-reporter his boat and some of the gear that he has bought over the years. —
Telegram photo

was primarily to blame.

““Trinity Bay was a gold mine for
dragging turbot,”” Mr. Worthman
said, "bnt not after the gill nets
came in."

Cec Pitcher in Heart's Content
said gill nets are “‘something that
should never have come into the
country."*

All fishermen interviewed felt gill
nets were a factor in the decline of
the stocks, contending that ‘‘ghost
nets' continue to eatch fish long
after they have been lost or aban-
doned by their owners.

Mr. Worthman said of the fish in
abandoned gill nets in Trinity Bay:
“You wouldn't put ‘em in the
William Carson.”

Fish caught in these ghost nets
eventually die, and this scares other
fish out of the area, according to
Levi Norris.

““Put it this way,” he explained.
“Supposing you went out of your
office in St. John's and everywhere
you looked was dead bodies. How
long would it take you to get out of
St. John’s?...The codfish aren't that
stupid.”

Another problem with the gill nets
is that the fish they eatch has often
gone bad before it is landed, the men

aid.

“*Gill nets can be out for three
weeks, and by that time the fish is
bad,” said Mike Lahey. “1 wouldn't
eata fish if 1 knew it was caught in a
gill net.”

What happens, he felt, is that this
fish hurts the market value of cod
because fish caught in gill nets is
soft and not nearly as fresh or tasty

Mike Lahey of Heart's Desire

as cod caught in traps.

Part of the problem, said Edgar
Pitcher of Heart's Content, is that
when the gill nets were first brought
to Newfoundland about 10 years ago,
the merchants sold them to “fellows
who didn't care.”

His brother Cec said this problem
is aggravated by the fish plants’
alleged practice of leaving fish on
the wharf for as much as 24 hours
after it is landed.

“They package all the bad fish in
the nighttime, after the fishery
inspectors are gone home,” Mr.
Pitcher said.

The result, he feels, is that
markets are so soft as the fish.

But paradoxically the men say
they are paid less for the fresh, firm
fish they catch in traps then they are
for the softer, older fish that come
out of the gill nets.

Mr. Worthman said the fishermen
were supposed to get eight cents for
small cod and 11 for large, yet they
were paid eight cents across the
board for fish caught in traps, and 11
for fish caught in gill nets.

“It doesn’t make any sense,” said
Cec Pitcher. “They don’t want you
to make too much money. They let
you make so much and that's that."

The men also attributed the
decline of stocks in part to the
fishing activities of foreign
draggers.

“In the nightime,” said Mr. Pit-
cher, “‘the draggers come in, when
the patrol boats are tied up, and they
take a lot of fish.”

Mr. Norris said that in Trinity Bay
in 1968, he saw eight Spanish and
Portuguese draggers fish side by
side for eight days, taking in an
average of 6,000 pounds of fish every
two hours for eight days. About one-
third of this was cod, which they
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kept, and the other two-thirds was
thrown away, dead as a doornail.

‘Something we were looking for,
they were throwing away. How can
the fishery stand that?"

Edgar Pitcher felt the fishing of
caplin by draggers is also hurting
the inshore fishery.

But despite the decline in stocks,
the men feel they could make a
decent living if they were paid an
av:cepuble wnce for their fish.

“Those plants can afford to pay
more than what they're paying for
fish,"" contended Cec Pitcher.
‘“There's someone making a lot of
money on the fish — the plants, the
storekeepers, the fellows who truck
the fish to the plant. The ermen
are geiting the least of all."”

Most men felt those who have left
the fishery would be inclined to
return if they were offered a better
price for their catch.

But they felt a price-juggling trick
they say the companies have pulled
in the past, might lead to reluctance
on some fishermen's part to return

to the boat.

““A lot of people,” said Levi
Norris, “are afraid the plants will
put the price up to draw them back
lo the boats, then drop it again.
They're after being bluffed too many
times.”

Cec Pitcher said the men were
paid three cents last summer for
herring, then as soon as they stopped
fishing, the plants put the price up to
five-and-a-half cents — a price he
feels they could have afforded to pay
all along.

“I'll bet a damn,” he said, “that
it'll go back dmm when we start
fishing again.”

Compounding the problems of
declining stocks and uncertain
pricesis the tremendous increase in
costs.

Net that cost §1.45 three years ago
now sells for $4.50, said Mike Lahey.
“If someone puts a half cent on a
pound of fish,"” he said, “‘somebody
elseputsziumsmaponndol

And Cec Pitcher said a boat that

was worth 530 000 four years ago
now has an asking pnce of $60,000.

In the time that the price of turbot
has gone from three cents to five-
and-three-quarter cents a pound, he
added, the price of gill netting has
;l;gl up from $8 to between $40 and

The outcome of ali these factors—
the decrease in stocks, the increase
in costs and the failure of the
companies to pay an adequate price
for the fish—has resulted in the
financial squeeze that is forcing
fishermen out of the business.

Almost to a man, the fishermen
interviewed said they would not go
into the fishery if they were young
men now.

“If I was a young man, I'd cut my
two legs off before 1'd go fishing,"
said Bill Worthman.

“‘I've been fishing about 35 years,"
said Levi Norris “and the end is in
sight. My advice to any young
fellows is to steer as far clear of the
fishery as they can get.””
-(Reprinted from The Evenl-g

Telegram February 1, 1975)

A man who makes
sense - Pat Antle

Pat Antle is perhaps one man who
knows and understands the fisheries
almost more than anyone else. Born
and raised on the Burin, he was a
fisherman for many years. As
founder of the Newfoundland
Federation of Fishermen, he fought
hard for over 20 years to better the
conditions in the fisheries.

He understands the rhythm of the
fisheries, its rise and its fall. He
watched the growth and demise of
the banking fleet until it disappeared
completely. He then watched the
emergence, growth and decline of
the smaller western boat, known for
its two masts and red sails. And he
watched the rise and fall of the
Labrador fleet from the south and
north east coast.

According to Pat, these boats all
disappeared for the same reason -
economics. In the case of each type
of boat, fish, or the price of fish,
became so low that operators
couldn’t afford to outfit the vessels.

‘And now Pat has watched the riue.
and he claims, the beginning of
fall, of the draggers. Fifteen yur:
ago he called the draggers

‘uneconomic monstrosities and he

wedkhd that in 15 years the
catches would make it

impossible or uneconomic for the
vessels to continue fishing:

Pat has always aimed at trying to
focus government attention on the
industry so that government would
take measures to bring about
change. He now believes that the
only way to save the fishery is to
convince all nations that fish the
north Atlantic to get together and
slash catches by 50 percent., Or else
certain countries, such as Canada,
should be given control and
jurisdiction over the edge of the
continental shelf. He feels this
should have happened 10 years ago
and he said so then, “but no one
listened.”

Even if control was achieved
tomorrow and a 15 year
management program was begun
unmedntely. he £eel.u it would hke
10 years for th

Pat Antle

fish at very little cost.” Pat warned
fishermen against getting involved
with too costly an outfit, such as a
longliner, because he knew that a
fisherman would never bring in fish
enough to pay off expenses and
make a good living. ‘I can show you

the point where ﬂdxerma\ could

smaller boat that will enable them to

,” he says, ‘‘who have new
homes, colour television, a car or a
truck and money in the bank, and
they fished from nothing bigger than
an 18 to 20 foct boat and a handline.”

Pat disagrees with the licensiig
program. He claims that under the
British North American Act “which
in effect is the Canadian Con-
stitution,”” it states that no
regulations or rules would be
adopted or enforced to prevent a
citizen of Canada from catching fish.
And he feels that the licensing
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program does just that, prevents
Canadians from catching fish.
“Instead of controlling the fish
stocks by pushing people out,” he
says, “it should be controlled by
putting a time limit on the amount
and pounds that can be caught.”
However, he agrees with the
registering of all fishermen for
statistical purposes. “‘No one in
Newfoundland today could tell me
how many fishermen are in the
service and who is bona fide and who
is not.”

As for the inshore fishery, well,
it's dependent on ice, weather and
now the offshore fleets. “I can
remember a time when ice never
bothered the inshore fishery, but

Why the fish
markets close

Two new fish markets opened in
St. John's area last year, and
although both have closed for
various reasons for the winter, the
owners say they are thinking of re-
opening in the coming season.

Mike Maher, who operated the
Fisherman’s Wharf on the south side
of the harbour, says he had a good
year. The store supplied fresh,
smoked, canned, dried and salted
fish products to the general public
and provided some fresh products to
local restaurants.

Mr. Maher explained he would
have stayed open all winter but
other business arrangements forced
him to close in September. He said
the market operated successfully,
mainly because he was selling to
quite a few tourists.

He complains that the location
isn’t the best, and that he is seeking
a more suitable one.

He set his prices based on his
suppliers’ costs, and on the average,
charged 15¢ - 20c more per pound
than he paid for his fish. Cod fillets
sold at an average of 60c - 70c per
pound all summer.

Mr. Maher says marketing is all
but ignored by larger fish companies
and he feels that advertising would
bring increased business to his
establishment next season.

He explains that to work a market
properly, a capital outlay of $50,000,
including equipment and initial

every year it has gotten worse,” he
says, wistfully, ‘‘until last year,
when it was the worse in my
lifetime."’

As for the inshore fishermen, they
are individualistic ““and never been
union oriented.” They used to be
dependent on the merchant, but
according to Pat, they gained their
independence when the Americans
arrived during the second World
War and built bases and generated a
lot of employment. Pat says,
“Farley Mowat's wrong.
Newfoundlanders didn’t see their
first $5 bill after Confederation.
They saw it when the Americans
came."” But in any case, Pat figures
there are probably less than 2,000

What some of the merchants say

stock, is necessary. The Fisher-
men’'s Wharf operation didn’t ap-
proach this figure, he says, but it
didn’t have a lot of equipment. The
lack of proper coolers, for instance,
created situations where quick
thinking barely saved thousands of
pounds of fish. Quick resale helped
pull the over-supply situation out of
the fire also.

Mr. Maher’s only criticism of the
operation was that it took ‘“‘one
hundred per cent” of his time.

This statement is reflected in the
operation of another fish market
that opened in this area last sum-
mer. Charlotte Story of Portugal
Cove, and four members of her
family, were involved in a fresh fish
market in that community from
June until October, when they closed
because fresh fish was no longer
available to meet their sales
demand.

During the summer this was a busy place.

inshore fishermen in the NFFAW,
and it’s up to themselves now where
they join or not.

Pat ends his remarks by saying
*““There have been a lot of foolish
mistakes and a lot of public and
private money wasted by people who
were and are self-appointed fishery
experts, and this has been one of our
greatest weaknesses. We have had
too many ‘come from away’ telling
our fishermen what they should
have. Nobody has ever bothered to
ask what the fishermen think they
need. With the prices the way
they've been throughout the years, a
fisherman never should have had a
$100,000 longliner.”

Pat makes good sense.

Mrs. Story says the market wasn’t
equipped with coolers and freezers,
so they were limited to fresh and
*‘chilled on ice” products. They sold
cod fillets at comparable prices to
Mr. Maher’s operation.

She says the market holds
potential for the future, that the
supply of fresh fish is good the year
round, with seasonal fluctuations,
and that holding facilities would
overcome the short supply times.

The Portugal Cove store sold
mostly to the public, but later in the
season they did have some contracts
to supply restaurants. They ran into
a problem with their suppliers and
couldn’t meet demand late in the
season and so they closed.

Mrs. Story says she is not sure if
the family will start up again this
season, but feels at the same time,
that there is a good chance they will.
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A pioneer in the crab industry

Ed Janes is a pioneer in the
Newfoundland crab industry. He's
been in the fish processing business
in Hant's Harbour ten years, but
went into crab six years ago when he
saw so much of it going towaste in
fishermen's nets. Since Ed started
on the Island four other plants have
become involved in crab. According
to Ed, there is a fairly good supply of
crab. He gets it from Placentia Bay,
Conception Bay and along the
Avalon’s southern shore. However,
Conception Bay is almost “‘caught
out.” Ed attributes this to fishermen
switching over to crab last year
because other species were

becoming difficult to catch. He feels

crab has to be controlled because
““they are like no other specie, they
don’t increase rapidly — if they are
too heavily fished, they will become
fished out.”

Normally, it’s a good product,
money-wise, for his operation.
Unfortunately, the future doesn't
look too bright since the bottom fell
out of the industry. Ed says this is
due to over-production, and also the
depressed economies of the United
States and Europe. Last year he sold
these countries a substantial
quantity, but thus far this year he
hasn’t sold them any. He had to close
down his crab operation early and
“‘our future doesn’t look too good in

terms of starting up again in the
spring,” he says. “We have our
warehouses full, our inventories are
the highest in our history, and unless
something happens, the future won't
look very

He feels that generally crab is a
stable product because it is a luxury
item and a steady market can be
found for it in restaurants. But it's
too expensive for families to buy
now and restaurants aren’t buying
much “‘because people aren’t eating
out like they use to,” says Ed. Eds
only salvation will be if they start
promoting crab in the States and
Europe, instead of just products
such as cod and flounder.

The rise and fall
of a canning factory

Ray EverlelghquomlonCove is

easy and right now it's down right

rotten.
Ray and his L_amily grew up"m~

Ray went into farming. His
markets were the islands

d New World and Fogo. The
residents used to come to his wharf
during the fall and buy a winter’s
supply. But when New World Island
got a causeway in 1968 and Fogo got
regular ferry service, the residents
began to buy weekly from the
wholesalers who visited the islands
by truck. Says Ray, “We had no
storage for our products, wo we had
to buy two trucks. But since we were
only making $6,000 or $7,000 a year, I
lost money on this.” But by then Ray
had long been back in the canning
business. Over the years he has
canned 22 different varieties of
Newfoundland -

depression, the Everleigh’s had built
up a $300,000 business. But then
Confederation came and with it,
problems.
The place where they had their
icts tested was removed and
competition, helped along by
government money, came into the
neighborhood. The Everleigh family
just couldn’t compete, and in three
or four years they had to close down.

lbne?k carrot, salmon, crab, fish roe,
rabbits, seal, chicken, to name a
few. In one summer alone he canned
15,000 cases.

Ray explains that he had been
canning 18 years before any of
hisproducts were ins But
when the federal inspection
regulations came into effect, Ray
began to have serious troubles which
eventually ended with Ray losing
the business he had devoted his life
to. He has felt all along that these
inspections should have been im-
plemented along with ~ Con-
federation, but they weren’t and so,
overnight, he had tomodernize his
factory to comply with the in-

spection tions. He built a
bigger plant, complete with
receiving rooms and store rooms
and in order to have running water
year-round, he built a dam with a
line under it. The sides of the dam
were of clay and after two big
storms, the soil ran into the line and
polluted it. The day after the storm
the inspectors arrived, tested the
water and turned it down because it
was polluted. “What really hurt me
was they didn’t come back again to
test the water,"says Ray. “We had
to use a pone % of a mile away, but
we didn’t have it hooked up in time
to wash the turnips and frost spoiled
all our turnip crop.”

They Ray ran into trouble canning
rabbits. wt;:hx; he first started there
were no rabbit canning regulations,
butulesecundyearhewasloldm
stop canning because the govern-
ment hadn’t decided whether they
would issue regulations ornot.
“They said it would only be a few
days and they would be back with an
answer. I never got the answer yet,"
he says.

Then Ray had trouble with the
Department of Health. While car-
penters wereputting an extension on
his plant, they used the washroom.
At this time ny was experlmmﬂng
with the canning of cabbage. The
Department of Health arrived and
disapproved of the washroom
con in an area where food was
being prepared. They gave Ray a
in court two

hhnwthrowawayallthegoodshe
had on hand. Complained Ray,
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“‘Some of it was never inspected to
see whether it was good or bad. We
had to throw away 100 cases of
mackerel.”

Then Ray had trouble with strikes.
He had sown 200 1bs.of turnip seed,
but lost it all because his cans came
from Montreal and were held up
during a longshoreman’s strike in
St. John's. He then ordered the cans
by rail and the railway went on

The crawmng blow was the

TTing
packed herring for George Dixon
Ltd., brokers in St. John's. The
herring was plentiful and 32,000 Ibs.
was caught. But then the bottom fell
out of the market and he had to store
them in their canning factory, which
prevented him from canning last
summer. He took a loss of between
$18,000 - $20,000 on the herring. In

August he shipped approximately
$7,000 worth of herring to Dixon,
hoping to get paid. He had no luck.By

thmehewasqmle far behind in

money when I had a business em-
ploying 30 people and cuuldnt be
helped. We offered it to the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Devel

his mortgag to the
Industrial Developmenl Bank who
had helped him expand. This fall
IDB closed down Ray's plant and
called tenders for the building. Ray
has gone through every possible
avenue to try and rectify the
situation, but to no avail. It appears
that bad luck, coupled with some
inefficiency and the fact that two
canning factories exist in one
community has caused the
of Ray Everleigh's lifetime
He's bitter. He says, ‘‘There was a
LIP program here last winter to
build a wharf. They got $20,000 and
the Department of Fisheries gave
them another $7,000. I can't un-
derstand how they can misuse

rporation, so long
as I and the rest of the employees
could keep their jobs, but they
wouldn’t accept it. What I resent is
that over the years I've employed as
many as 100 people at a time, thus
adding to the economy.

Because of all the new regulations
I've had tomodernize, and that costs
money and so only recently have 1
hzd to borrow. And I've had some
bad luck and now I am completely
ignored by the government. The
biggest problem in this whole thing
was not enough leeway between the
drawing up of regulations and the
enforcing of them, not enough
consideration and not enough
training of inspectors. I don’t know
where I will go from here.”

T.J. Hardy of Port aux Basques
talks about the fishery

T.J. Hardy, Mayor and fish
merchant of Port aux Basques, says
the fish are very scarce in his area,
and it’s being caused by the foreign
draggers. And what fish that is
caught is only 2-5 pounds.

His outfit is buying straight. In
other words, he is paying the same
price for fish whether it's large or
small. Right now cod fetches 13c a
pound and haddock 23c, and he says,
““We are trying to get the price up
another cent. If we don’t, we won't
have any fishermen. Before 1975 is
over, we hope to pay fishermen 15c a
pound because even if a fisherman
only gets 200 Ibs. he'll still hopefully
make a day's pay.”

Mr. Hardy recognizes that he is in
a good fishing area. The fishermen
can fish all year round and can make
$200 a week, if the fish were there.
Gill nets aren't used, which also
improves the quality, and therefore,
the price of fish.

He claims that men in his area
won't go to the Fisheries College
because they feel they can learn
more in the fishing boat and earn
$12,000-814,000 at the same time.
Fishermen who are earning this
kind of money are considered to be
bona fide fishermen by Mr. Hardy.
“If a man moonlights at the fishery
he is not a bona fide fisherman and

should not receive any benefits from
Govemma:l " he says.

the troubles with the
fishery, Mr. Hardy feels

of the inventories of frozen fish we
have on hand, we'd be alright.” His
Nggmmarkensmtheus but he
also sells i

that it should not be nationalized
because “Then we will have to do
what we are told.” He says the
fishermen of his area don’t want a
guaranteed income either, just a
better price for their fish. That way
they can keep their independence.
What will really help the fishing
industry is mechanized longlining ,
says Mr. Hardy. This would tnvolve
a machine that cuts the bait, baits
the trawl, hauls back the trawl, and
all the fisherman has to do is take
the fish off. This would cut back on
the number of men on a longliner
whereas now it takes six men to

make 3290 a

make $400-$500 a week.
Mr. Hardy says what everyone
knows, the cost of gear has gone up.
‘‘We use to get our trawl tubs from
Nova Scotia, but they put the price
so high that we are going to make
them ourselves. We also use
more than dories and that
is one of the reasons their cost has
gone up so much. There isn’t any
market for dories.”
As for his company’s backlog or
fish, he says, “‘If we could get clear

countries,

Ausmaha and France.

Mending nets

o
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Background on the strike

On Thursday, January 2, the
second trawlermen’s strike
began. The first strike I
seven weeks. As Decks Awash
goes to press, the second strike is
entering its fifth week, and its
effects are being felt around the
Province. 4,500 people are out of
work and the economy is sagging
on the Burin Peninsula and in
other trawler centers.

As everyone who is familiar
with the strike situation knows,
the dispute centers around the
Harris Conciliation Board
Report, which was the outcome of
last summer’s strike, and which
aas not yet been accepted totally
3y the companies.

It was the Conciliation Board's
job to look at the dispute between
the trawlermen and five of the six
companies for whom the men
work: Atlantic Fish Processors,
National Sea, Fishery Products,
Bonavista Cold Storage, " and
Booth Fisheries. In a nutshell, the
Board was to look at all items of a
monetary nature between the
union, local 465, and the com-
panies.  Thirteen  recom-
mendations came out of the
Report, but as soon as the Report
was released the companies
refused to support Recom-
mendation No. 8, which says, in
essence, that trawlermen should
negotiate income levels, and not
fish prices. Although it has not
been stated, it is assumed that
the companies and the union
accept the other twelve
recommendations.

It's been Newfoundland’s
tradition that trawlermen be co-
adventurers; meaning that they
share the profits...and the
losses...with the companies, on
the basis of pounds of fish caught.
When there are fish, this is fine,

based on hours worked, with
increased benefits tied to the
catch.

Dr. Harris recommended that
the trawlermen be guaranteed
$360 per ten-day trip, with an
average rate of $540 per trip, or
approximately $13,000 per year,
depending on the amount of fish
caught. While a number of
trawlermen (and, we should add,
very few have read the Harris
Report), have continued to quote
a guaranteed $13,000 as what they
are after, Richard Cashin,
President of the Newfoundland
Fishermen, Food and Allied

However, in all of this talk
about wages, it must be
remembered that the men must
pay for their food and clothing
while at sea, so in fact, $13,000
would work out to be much less.
Also, if one understands the
situation correctly, the recom-
mended $13,000 .would be for
qualified trawlermen, and
Recommendation No. 10 would be
incorporated into the wage
system. No. 10 states that there is
a difference between fully
qualified and trainee trawler-
men.

The ies say they cannot

Workers Union has

referred to No. 8 of the Harris

Report, which does not state a
ific i

income.

It also should be pointed out
that on Page 34 of the Harris
Report, it says, ““We applaud the
decision of the union to forego the
temptation of demanding a
straight wage  system.”
Therefore, one can assume that
while the union is after a com-
pletely new system of payment to
the trawlermen, the union is not
after $13,000, nor do they reject
completely the incentive system.
However, they want to make sure
that if the fish are not there, the
trawlermen will still earn a
decent wage which should be in
the neighbourhood of the
suggested $13,000.

In the last offer by the com-
panies, the trawlermen were
offered a guarantee of $150 per
man for a 10-day trip, which
would be a guarantee average of

$3,

$11,568, if each trip netted an

average of 150,000 pounds. This

works out to a little less than half

of what Dr. Harris felt was ac-

ceptable. He recommended that
be

offer more because they are
losing approximately 20c a pound
already. And in any case, the
companies say that whatever is
negotiated is good only until April
31, when the outcome of the
Federal Government's review of
their involvement in the industry
will take place. If no money is
received, then the companies say
they will have to close up shop.
Said Mr. Wells, the lawyer
representing the fish companies,
before the strike, ‘‘No other in-
dustry is offering a 40 percent
increase for its employees while
taking a loss at the same time.”
However, the union’s stand is
that it’s not the trawlermen’s
fault there is no money. A wage
based on hours worked should be
negotiated, and the companies
will have to find the money, the
best way they can.

The companies have com-
plained that the union is not
telling the trawlermen the entire
story. On January 10, Mr. Wells,
representing the fish companies,
charged that the union had not
passed on to the trawlermen
another offer in whlch the

caught by Canadians, and
therefore Newfoundlanders, is
way down. And at least for the
next few years the outlook is not
bright. Consequently, the
trawlermen want their wages

a

$360
per 10-day trip, if the catch was
below 100,000 pounds, with an
average rate of $540, which works
out to roughly $13,000 per year,
depending upon the amount of
fish caught over and above the
average 150,000 pounds.

$337 per
trip to any trawlerman sailing on
12 trips. Essentially then, the
companies were guaranteeing
§11,000-$11,500 annually, .but
would guarantee nothing if any

Continued on next page
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The Harris

With Recommendation No. 8 of the
Harris Report ringing in everyone’s
ears these days, we tend to lose sight
of the other recommendations and
rationalizations of the Report, which
we haven't heard of since the late
news the night the Report was
made public.

The Conciliation Board was set up
by the Provmcnal Gavemment's

Depurlmenl and its emphasis was
to “investigate and report on all
items of a monetary nature affecting
the relationship between trawler
fishermen and operators ..."

The terms of reference of the
Board were specifically

Report

is accepted and acted upon,
will be felt throughout the whole of
the fishing industry.

The recommendations, and their
basis, follow:

1. This recommendation states
that te survive, the industry must
increase returns to fishermen and
will probably have to increase Ihem
further in the future.

The Board says it recognizes the
rigorous, and often dangerous, type
of work to which trawlermen are
subjected, and it says, “It is quite

P

According to the Board lhe
average loss per pound

processed in the plants, depending
un the catch mix and type of
processing, is anywhere from 12¢ to
30c. It says it ‘Is convinced that the
continuation of prices and costs
obtained on 30th July, 1874 would
leave them all in the position of
sustaining heavy losses in their
trawler operations.”

3. This observation deals with the
market conditions, which having

softened over the past year, brings
the above recommendations into a
more

it
The higher wages necessary,
lower prices with
poor catches, puts the future for the

’ operations into a

clear that d fishing' is
becoming less and less attractive to
Newfoundlanders.” The Board goes
on to say that while earning powers
exceed land-based

toward making

with regard to “‘the ic ability
of the companies to maintain or
increase prices of fish ..."

What, in effect, the Board did, was
to study the situation and then come
up with recommendations that not
only brought the fishermen’s
situation into focus, but indeed, may
bring about a complete and utter
change in the whole of the trawler
industry. The ramifications, if the

there is a
note of insecurity about poor cat-
ches, down time and other non-
paying situations, that create
problems in an increasingly
“security”” oriented world.

2. The Board, within its terms of
reference, suggests that the com-
panies cannot continue to meet the
price of fish paid as of 30th July,
1974,

definite loss situation, the Board

government subsidization.

The Board suggests that the
subsidy program be delivered to the
companies, that it will require a
careful monitoring and control
system, to allow Government
subsidization.

The Board suggests that the
subsidy program be delivered to the
companies, that it will require a
careful and control

Background
Continued from previous page

man took less than 12 trips. The

Harris Report recommends 24
trips as being a satisfactory
amount in terms of production
and the time necessary for a man
to spend at home. It’s felt by the
companies that unless the
number of trips are guaranteed,
they would have difficulty getting
a crew together once the
trawlerman had earned a certain
amount. It is also felt by the

knowing all the facts.
The Government is main-

Crosbie says, “‘It reaches a point
where the public interest is at
jeopardy.” However, it has been
recognized the Harris Con-
ciliation rt that when the
strike is over, ‘‘Government
intervention is essential to
the industry until such
time as appropriate control of the
resource can be established and a
tauonallzed harvesting policy
Furthermore, “that,

that an

system is necessary, not only
because they can't afford to pay
any more than the amount of fish
caught, but also the men would
not work unless there was an
incentive system. The men
counteract this by saying, ‘“What
else is there to do at sea?”

The companies feel that the
Harris Report should not be
considered “the last word,” as it
was written in haste without

for the present, Government
intervention must take the form
of subsidy and that direct sub-
sidies to the companies would
appear to create fewer problems
than would the payment of
subsidies to the fishermen.”

It’s not Decks Awash’s purpose
to take a stand on such an issue,
but we hope the public does, in

order to help bring about the end
of a costly strike.

system, to allow Government the

vary from company to company,
depending on many factors.
8. This is

X tion
which has caused the largest
problem between umion and
pany, The companies rdue to

necenityforworken,dmytype,m
be able to function normally in
modern, changing society. 'nn

Board felt the old system of paying
the fishermen a share of the catch
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Harris Report
and shipyard workers in Marystown
have gotten a 66 percent pay packet
increase.

To have mere pay increases is not
enough, the Board warned. They say
an increase must be accompanied
by an effort on the part of the
workers to increase their
‘professionalism’. “No fisherman
should be asked to place his
economic well being in jeopardy to
ensure the viability of a particular

“If, however,” the Report says,
“The fishermen can demand, in
equity, an appropriate return on his
in labour; the capil
can legitimately expect a return on
his investment that makes the
hbou' both possible and profitable."
This recommendation suggests
M all parties have to realize the
need for concerted planning and
forecasting for the long range. It
suggests that governments, com-
p-lu and union must take pan

10. This recommendation asserts
the need for recognized training
programs and the accompanying
differentiation into trainee and
experienced fishermen, in relation
to earning power.

11. The Board recommended that
it should be a matter of grave
“‘concern to the parties, as well as to
Government”, that coatracts are
carried out fully,

12. The Board suggested that
vacation pay, at a standard rate of 4
percent, be recognized as a
desirable thing for the fishermen.

All in all, the Harris Report is
viewed as an equitable one by all
parties, with the exception of
recommendation No. 8, and that one
is destined to change the course
of an industry that has been
operating on a principle that dates
from the 16th century, when, as
John Cabot reported 100 yeurs
before, fish were so plentiful it
required merely a basket to scoop

Bernard Dooley

them up.

What the Marystown
trawlermen say ...

Joe Walsh has been a deck hand on
atrawler for five years and he was a
fisherman long before that. He's got
some pretty strong opinions about
what’s happening now, especially
lincem‘ he made only $5,000 during

Joe, like all trawlermen, isat sea
for approximately 10 days, and he’s
in port for 24 hours, between trips.
D\rhgmdhxsmpslutyearhe
made only $50, and the most he ever
made was $300. The problem is, the
fish are just not there. Says Joe,
“We were catching cod, flounder,
grey sole and cat fish, but if we get
5,000 pounds of cod a trip we're
lucky. Five years ago we'd get
230,000 pounds of fish a trip, but now
we average more like 15,000. The
llatﬂmeluwnsowlmdmdwss
three years ago.”

Another trawlerman said, “Last
year in Cape George, off Nova
Scotia, we were told not to go inside
thclinm and we had about 30 boats
there from Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia, and we were there on the
nicest kind of a day watching 10 or 12
big Russian factory ships in two or
three miles offshore cleaning up the
whole works,”

Another trawlerman said, “‘Just
three days ago I heard that the Cape
Freels caught nine Russian stern
trawlers off Cape Bonavista. Then
we look for a few extra dollars to
make a living and they don’t want to
giveit tous. [!seanstheyaretrylng
to make us suffer.”

Because there are so few fish, the
fishermen aren’t earning much
money, and consequently, most of
them are after a guaranteed wage.
Says Joe Walsh, "l would like to get
what we're after in the Harris
Report. Even if we get what we are
after, we'd only be getting the
minimum wage for 340 days at sea,
at $2.25 an hour. People say that
when the fish aren't there, we don't
work. But they are wrong.
Sometimes the trawl is all torn up
and we have to stay up 24 hours to fix
it.”" John Murphy, a trawlerman for
four years and the father of 7
children, agrees. *‘I never lost a trip
in 1974 and 1 made about $4,000.
Aboard boat we work 16 hours a day,
and when we're not getting fish, we
sometimes work the hardest
because we are fixing deck gear.”

Says Bernard Dooley, a
trawlerman for 5% years, “I only

made $4,500 this year, which isn’t
much money for 16 hours a day,

including Saturday and Sunday, and
1 have a new home, u wife and two
kids to look after.” Bernard, like
everyone else, wants the company to
accept recommendation no. 8 of the
Harris Report, but he, like other
trawlermen, don't feel that everyone,
should automatically be guaranteed
$13,000. Says Bernard, ‘‘We have to
look at this $13,000, and made sure
there is a limit. If you are going to
have holidays, that’s fine, but you
have to make sure that people don't
get a month or two off after that, and
still get $13,000 at the end of the
year.”

Other than trying to make a living,
another reason why the trawlermen
want a decent wage is to attract
others to the industry. Says Joe
Walsh, A lot of people look down on

the fishermen, but if we can get what
we're looking for, more people will
think better of us.”

All three trawlermen had parents
who fished, but none of them would
recommend it for their children. All
three say they can’t do anything
else; they either haven't got the
education, or haven't been trained.
Says Bernard, ‘I tried to get into the
Fisheries College several times, but
couldn't because they were either
filled or I didn't have enough
education. The one fault of these
places is that they turn down the
man who intends to go fishing and



Richard Cashin and the strlke

Richard Cashin sits, half slouched,
in a standard office chair, smiles,
and points out, for the umpteenth
time this week, that there is one

and one reason only, the
trawlermen’s strike has been on so
long. The reason is Recom-
mendation Number Eight of the
Harris Conciliation Board Report.

The recommendation states, ““The
trawlermen should negotiate with
companies not the price of fish, but
rather, the income level that will be

dangerous profession, for unlimited
numbers of hours, under com-
fortable conditions, only to find fish
he has caught are not suitable for
essing, and that he won't be
paid for catching them. Most
everyone agrees this is so. Most
everyone, that is, except the com-
panies for whom the trawlerman
works.
The companies have publically
stated, ‘‘One conclusion - Number 8
in the Report - we must reject,

attainable for full-time work.” What because it would completely

this means is that trawlermen, who
has the same obligations, plans,
dreams and worries as all of us,
should reasonably expect to know
how much, and when he will be paid
at the end of his working period.

Mr. Cashin
unreasonable to expect a man to
involve himself in a potentially

which we belxeve is absolutely
essential to maintaining a vigorous
and prodlmve iuhlng industry in
Newfoundland

This salunenl is followed by
another, ““There is no doubt in our
minds that a straight, total, across
the board guaranteed annual wage
would simply result in making the

says, it is

What their wives say....

Mrs. John Murphy, Mrs. Leonard Hanrahan and Mrs.
Joe Walsh are three wives of trawlermen in the
Marystown area. Mrs. Murphy finds life without her
husband for ten or eleven days very lonely. She says it's a
big responsibility raising six children, and running a
home, alone. For her, the time is long — ‘“Sometimes I feel
closed in, and at times it gets you down, but I have to put
up with it.”” Given three wishes, she says ‘I would wish for
a better income so I could give the children more, I would
wish for all my children to get a good education, and I
would wish for the fishermen to get what the Harris Report
recommends.”"

Mrs. Hanrahan, a fisherman’s wife for 34 years, says
that although her husband oftencame home from a trip
with as little as $19, they have made out. She grew her own
vegetables, spun her own wool, made the children’s
clothes, had 30-40 hens, a couple of cows, and made her
own bread. “If my husband came home with $80 in the fall
we bought in pork, beef, flour and sugar — we had
everything else.”

On really windy nights Mrs. Hanrahan has sat up all
night listening to the draggers on the radio, to see if the
wind would die down. She says, “I would know the night
my husband was coming home, and I would sit up and wait
for him, and whatever time he got in I would have
something cooked and we would sit and talk’.

Mrs. Walsh, married only two years , understandably
says, ““The hardest part of being married to a trawlerman
is his being away from home ten or eleven days at atime.
Also, when he comes home, he could have $50 or he may
have $100. I'm enjoying this strike from the point of view of
having my husband home for awhile.”

It's a lonely life — from a woman'’s point of view ...

“Eight, eight, eight....”
industry inefficient and un-
productive and would utlimately kill
the Newfoundland deep-sea trawler
fisheries.”

Mr. Cashin says the system the
industry has used to this date must
change. The co-adventurer, or lay
system, dictates that the fishermen
must share a small percentage of
usuable landed fish, the majority of
the price going to the people who
own the boat, their co-adventurers,
%& is, the company who buys the

He says, “..it's really just a
matter of wml.ing it out until they
have to agree with the principle of
income levels set exclusive of ﬂsh
prices. It's not an ordinary kin
negotiation where you are X dollars
apart; we are fighting for a different
concept, so, therefore, it is worth the
men’s while to spend several months

Trawlermen.,

then you meet someone who has
been to Fisheries College walking
around doing nothing. You couldn’t
pay him enough money to go aboard
a trawler and work.”

No matter what it costs, they are
determined to hold out for recom-
mendation No. 8. Says John Murphy,
“I've seen it as rough as it is now
when we were being reared up, but
then we had our own vegetables and
wood stoves. After this strike it
might take me four years to get back
on my feet, but I'll hold out. I have
good credit, so I can borrow and pay
it back when I go fishing.
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in this situation. If they return to sea
now, without having changed the

system, they will probably be worse
off than if they hadn’t tried, because
they d_ have been tested and

beaumeoilthavmghem better
never to have lost.”

What he says about the new
system is basic: If the Federal and
Provincial Governments are going
to support the industry, and they
have committed this already, the
company only has to commit itself,
in a written contract, to a standard
wage for a standard work period.
The amounts, sources and types of
wages can be worked out between
the companies and the union,
presumably with Government in-
volvement.

"Wzdnn‘tunnktheahmtytoply
is that much of an issue, because the
Federal Government is committed
to assisting the industry, and that
means they must be prepared to say
they believe the level of assistance is
sufficient to give, say, $13,000, or it
isn't”.

Mr. Cashin says the union can do
little until the companies

has no opinions of when the m'lke
may be settled, and professes not to
know from where will come the
pressure to make the companies
accept the recommendation.

A union ‘propaganda’ sheet,
however, states in capital letters,
THIS STRIKE WILL END WHEN
THE PROVINCIAL AND
FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS
MAKE UP THEIR MINDS
ACCEPT RECOMMENDATION
NUMBER EIGHT. (emphasis ours).
Double meaning, or not, this may be
the exact situation between the
Government and the trade at this
time.

“The fish companies went to
Ottawa once again to get assistance.
The companies alone would decide
what, if any, part of the money
would be passed on to the fishermen.
This issue was the beginning of the
dispute.”’

The bulletin goes on to explain the
role of the Harris Board, and that
the boats returned, in September, to
sea, pendlng that Report.

, the companiu

companies on the conciliation
report's ideas, the companies held a
press conference, and at that time
“the strike became public.” It was
in this press conference the
statements quoted earlier were
mxde

Cashin, speculatively, is
crmcal of the Government's
reluctance to get involved. He feels
they will have to eventually, as the
trade and the Governments work so
closely together now.

He nationalization, or a part-

public, part-private ownership
system, of the industry, must be
looked at as a long-term objective.
He says this would apply only to the
catching section of the industry,
however, and that it is probably in
the minds of several bodies who are
studying the fishery in Provincial
and Federal Governments now. He
equates a standard wage contract
with professionalism and dismisses
the companies’ misgivings about not
having competent men on the
trawlers if they have a guaranteed
wage.
Mr. Cashin says, “One of the by-
pfodlx:tsof rhangmg the system and
stability of earning power,
will be stability of manpower."
Perhaps the union, and the men on
strike, may find it humorous, but a
small filler in the prupaganda
bulletin reads like
“JOBS — JOBS
Trawlermen wanted to work in
Canada's oldest industry
Work - Hard
Hours - Long
Conditions - Hazardous
Pay-Maybe
Apply at any trawler company
office.”

Grim; prophetic; or, merely
ironic? Only the future will tell.

Fishery Products’ headquarters.
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THE “OH GOSH,
IT’S THURSDAY
AND WE STILL

DON'T HAVE GUS '

ETCHEGARY”
DEPT.

We would like to
take this opportunity
to apologize for the
lack of a story dealing
directly with the
companies’ side of the
trawlermen’s strike.
We tried un-
successfully to con-
tact Gus Etchegary,
spokesman for the
companies, but, Mr.
Etchegary’s schedule
over the past two
weeks has been
hectic, and, we have
run out of time.

The companies’
position® has been
stated throughout the
other media,
however, and is built
into many of the
stories in this issue,
albeit sometimes in a
critical sense.

Mr. Etchegary will
be given a chance to
say his piece in fur-
ther issues’ updating
stories on the strike.

Mothballs or fish?The industries” future is on the line.
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Raoul Andersen...on the strike

Raoul Andersen, Professor of
Anthropology  at Memorial
University, who has specialized in
marine cultures and societies, says
the current trawlermen's strike has
been “in the making for a long
time.”

Mr. Andersen says when he first
came to the south coast in the early
sixties to do graduate work among
trawlermen, he felt the men needed
someone to speak their grievances
to. “The union under Mr, Cashin”,
says Mr. Andersen, ‘‘has provided
that forum, and the trawlermen
have an organized voice.”

Mr. Andersen feels that
management, which had looked
upon the trawler operation as an
innovative and viable industry,
wasn't taking the views of the men
too seriously until now. He says,
““The kind of crisis we have right
now probably could have been
avoided if there had been
management in the fish trades more
responsive to what the Harris
Report has called ‘social needs of

>

Mr. Andersen views the Harris
Report in a favourable light. He says
it could have been “‘bullish”, pinning
blame and forcing one or the other of
the partiesinto a corner. He thinks it
is a fair assessment of the situation,
and suggests this is borne out by the
fact that the union and managemerit
have agreed that most of the
recommendations are sound ones.

He says the wage hike for
trawlermen is ‘‘incontestible”,
given the nature of the work and
personal investment that the men
make in the way of risks, sacrifices,
ete. ‘‘You take a man of 63 years. He
is a steady member of a crew in a
key position. In 1973 he grossed
about $12,000; he brought home
about $6,500. He has spent 41 years
at sea fishing, and out of that time
has spent about 15 years with his
family. Surely, this man is entitled
to an improvement in the certainty

incentive system for fishermen
based on Alheir degree of

. Mr.
says professionalism is a concept
that cuts across all occupations and
in the fishery is an important one.
He suggests that the fishery hasn’t

been emphasizing this aspect of the
trawlerman’s job and suggests two
reasons why.

He says it has been argued that
skippers themselves discourage
‘‘professionalism’’ because they
fear they might lose good trained
men to other skippers and com-
panies. .

A second reason has been the lack
of foresight on the part of all con-
cerned to allow the trawlerman a
place to use his skills and abilities in
management and other shore
positions, if for Some reason he must
stop fishing. Says Mr. Andersen,
“The retired trawlermen see
themselves as:being able to get jobs
at labour, semi-skilled construction
or on the plant's production line
only. Then skills are being wasted.
New alternatives can, and must be,
developed within the industry it-
self.”

Mr. Andersen says for years the

trawlermen haye been involved in
11 skis with

Small victorieshave been registered
in cases where the men could force
situations without making them-
selves too  vulnerable to
management retaliation. For
example, the turnaround has gone

from less than 24 hours to 48.

Mr. Andersen sees several
possibilities as being interim
solutions, but, it is the long-term
which he feels is not going to be dealt
with properly. He says, “‘My feeling
is management, labour and
Government must put their heads
together to begin to design a fishery
for the future of Newfoundland.

“I don't think the fear that the
fishery is ended is realistic. I think
we're too close to the resource not to
be involved in it for some years. But
that doesn't mean the same number
of men will be required to produce
the same amount of fish we are
having today”, he says, explaining
that mechanization and new
methods will release men from the
work force and increase catches.

Mr. Andersen says that no matter
what the final outcome of the
current dispute is, the greatest
problem facing the fisherman is the
time he spends away from family
and shore commitments. *“You can
increase wages to some extent, and
attract a lot more people and hold
them for a period of time, but there
is a growing disenchantment with
absence from the family com-
munity."

1t's closed shop for National Sea these days
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“Do we have 10 say anything?

The Marystown union hall

The trawlermen meeting inthe Marystown union hall

#?3 uﬁﬁf

Leo Barry, MHA for Placentia West. makes his vote count
TP
FH|

Frank talks to the boys.
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The trawlermen gather at the St. John's Arts and Culture Centre

4 &

Trawlermen organize for demonstration

John Cabot hears the trawlermen'’s problems
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The bright spots

Canadian
Saltfish
Corporation

The one bright spot on the fishing
horizon in Newfoundland today is
the slow, but definite achievement of
the Canadian Saltfish Corporation.

In the five years since its inception
the Corporation has brought salt fish
back into the main stream of the
Newfoundland economy, and has
made the fishermen realize that
there is money to be made from
Newfoundland salt fish. Seven years
ago many fishermen, and many
businessmen connected with the
fishery, were prepared to write off
the salt fish industry for good.

Aiden Maloney, President of the
Corporation, says, “It was
inevitable that it would take the
fishermen some time to get used to a
new organization. Now, in the fifth
year of its operation, there is a very
full understanding by fishermen of
what the Corporation is doing, and
what it intends to do."" As a result,
many requests come to both
Governments, and the Saltfish
Corporation to get into other things,
for example, marketing of herring
and mackerel. Several meetings
have been held between the
Government and the Corporation on
this possibility.

Says Mr. Maloney, “‘I believe the
Government is sympathetic

Aiden Maloney

The

towards tne views of the fishermen
in this regard. I think this could be
done to the advantage of the
fishermen, in freighting costs alone.
For instance, we send a yessel to a
place in Labrador where there are a
couple of hundred weight of salt
fish, and in the same place there
could be 40 or 50 barrels of herring,
but we can't touch it. Someone else
has to come and collect it, so the
fisherman is paying two freight
costs. If we could handle these
species we could improve the cost,
which would improve the returns to
fishermen. Also, some of the salt fish
markets have buyers for mackerel
and herring.”

When the Corporation started they
were operating on the quintal basis,
a system that goes back about 400
years. Two years ago they changed
to the pound basis, and probably in
the near future will change again to
the metric system.

In 1974 there was an increase of 20
percent in the production of salt fish,
the first increase since the Cor-
poration began. This could be
considered a good omen, as 1974 was
a bad year for the fishing industry
with heavy ice conditions and late
starts. Mr. Albert Perlin, a member
of the Salt Cod Advisory Board says,
“I am astounded at the recovery of
salt cod. One reason for this is some

Labrador barge

of the major competitors such as
Norway and Iceland are reducing
their output of salt cod fish and
turning to the processing of fresh
fish. Another reason is salt cod is
easily preserved, therefore par-
ticularly desirable in warm humid
countries. However, despite the salt
cods successful comeback, we can
never go back to the days when a
million quintals were produced,
even if the cod were there, because
we would be in the position of five
years ago when the Government had
to take it off our hands, rather than
buying it.”

Two years ago, one of the biggest
problems of the Corporation was
that fishermen were not interested

fishermen, installed splitting
machines in plants, and had the fish
split and salted by personnel hired
onanhourlyorweeklybaxufonhxs
purpose. This system was so ef-
ficient and effective that the Cor-
poration now has as many as forty
such buying stations all over the
Island. Mr. Maloney says, “In the
near future all fish will be
fresh from the fishermen and salted
in plants. The fishermen themselves
want to see it done this way, it hasn't
been imposed on them.”
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Saltfish Corp.

Concluded

One of the most successful ven-
tures of the Saltfish Corporation was
the floating barge on the Labrador
Coast. Tom Roberts of Little Bay
Islands, says, ‘This is one of the best
things thal ever happened to' the
Labrador because they give won-
derful service, and it's the first time
that the fishermen of Labrador ever
had any service.” The barge was
installed by the Corporation uL
response to a questionnaire cir-
culated to about 55 longliner skip~
pers. It provided a place for
fishermen to sell their catch, get
fresh supplies, and personal clean-
up facilities. This floating station
proved so successful that the
Government and the Corporation
are looking into the possibility of
establishing more of them on the
Labrador Coast and around the
Island. The fixed shore premises
don’t offer the versatility of a mobile
plant. The idea of the floating barge
eventually would be to have them
mobile to move as close as possible
to the areas where longliners are
fishing.

The markets for salt fish are
essentially the traditional ones of
Puerto Rico, Trinidad, Brazil,
Jamica, Barbados, Italy, Greece,
Portugal and Spain, with good
markets also in the United States.

The biggest problem for the
Saltfish Corporation at present is
getting enough fish to supply
markets. This is one area that will
receive most attention in 1975. The
Corporation is hoping to increase its
number of buying stations, some of
which wil have new splitting
machines in an attempt to boost
production. Last year the Cor-
poration began using containerized
shipping, and this will continue
because of its efficiency in shipping
the product to the various markets
all over the world without anyone
having to lay a hand on it.

In 1975 the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation can look back on its
first five years with pride. It can
look into the future and know that if

supply the fish, the Corporation can
mnieutvlthgoodmurm

Longliner MPJ testing electric reel

New trends in fishing

Don Best of Fogo is an Extension Department Instructor for the College
of Fisheries, as well as a fisherman. Last summer his 36 longliner, the
MPJ, was on charter for 30 days to the Department of Fisheries to test an
electric reel, developed and produced in Iceland. The electric deep sea
fishing reelis driven by an electric motor powered by either a 12 or 24 volt
battery. It will work up to approximately 270 fathoms (500 metres) of 1.8-
2.0 mm nylon line, which is attached to approximately 3 fathoms (5.5
metres) of 1.2-1.3 mm nylon hook line with 5-6 plastic worms, no. 11 or 12,
and one 4.5 Ib. sinker. ]

Although fish were scarce during the 30 days, Don feels the electric reel
is one of the best devices to come along. It weighs only 40 pounds, can be
used on any size boat, and 4,000-5,000 quintals can be hauled in with no
trouble at all. There is no manual labour involved with the reel. Once put
in the water, the reel automatically cuts out and the fisherman removes
the fish from the/line. Tom claims that if the fish were available, one
could get five times the amount in a day that was previously gotten with a
handline.

The only wnblem is cost, and getting one. Right now the manufacturer
in Iceland retails them at $550, but the company does not think they can
be exported. Leckie's in St. John's has contacted a company in Nova
Scotia which has agreed to build them, but they may cost in the neigh-
bourhood of $1,000. However, it is likely there will be a subsidy.

Don has never liked gill netting. He says it's hurting the industry and
there is no control on their number. The last five years he reckons that
anywhere from 500-800 gill nets have been lost between Twillingate and
the Funk Islands. Tom says, ‘I think we would see the end of gill netting
eventually if we could have three or four years good results with the
automatic reel.”

Tom has always been an experimentor. He brought the first Japanese
trap to Fogo in 1968 and he did quite well with it. But it wasn't until last
year that it caught on with other fishermen. Don expects that there will be
about 30 Japanese traps in the area this season. Last year the twine or
webbing for the traps cost approximately $3,100 and there was no sub-
sidy, but this year there is a subsidy.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN WHAT YOUR
PROVINCIAL DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES IS
DOING? HOW ARE THEY USING YOUR TAX
DOLLAR? LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF THE
PROJECTS IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN IN-
VOLVED DURING THE PAST YEAR:

AQUACULTURE SURVEY

A Japanese expert in this field examined all areas of
the Province, with possible palanunl for development
of aquaculture.

EXPLORATORY FISHING FOR WHELK
To determine the commercial quality of whelk, as a
means of diversifying the inshore fishery.

SEAWEED SURVEY
Part of a five-year program to access commercial
potential of various seaweeds along Newfoundland’s
coast.

FISHERMEN'S TECHNICAL UPGRADING
Fishermen visit Newfoundland, Canada, and other
countries to increase skills in fish harvesting and
hartdling techniques.

INSHORE FISHING GEAR DEMONSTRATION &
DEVELOPMENT

An introduction to mechanized line fishing and Scottish
ring netting.

NEWFOUNDLAND COD TRAP MODIFICATION
Twenty-five cod traps were modified by inserting
“winkers"".

HERRING—MACKEREL TRAP INTRODUCTION
Experiments with automatic line fishing system, ring
net fishing, and trap modification.

DUTCH BEAM TRAWLING

Introduction of this method to Canadian trawler
fishermen.

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT & ENHANCEMENT
$190,000 was expended to promote further utilization of
fish products, development of speciality products and
processing of by-products.

EEL SURVEY

To determine whether rivers nlovlg the coastline of
uantity of im-
mature eels to be used as a supply source for a com-
mercial sized eel farm.

CONVERSION OF PENNYLUCK I
To determine if it was capable of /Lshing both bottom

"~ How the Fisheries Department ]

tax dollar

and mid-water gear.

SCALLOP FARMING
Experiments carried out in Placentia Bay and Port au
Port Bay.

HARMON VESSELS .
Two bought by i nment to
@nsure constant supply of herring to processing plant
in Stephenville, also converted for experimental
Jfishing in waters outside the reach of smaller
longliners.

MULTI-PURPOSE VESSELS

Three 65-foot steel vessels constructed at Marystown
Shipyards, capable of fishing groundfish trawls, mid-
water trawls or stern seines on a single voyage.

FLOATING BARGE FOR LABRADOR

Provides fishermen with ice-making equipment,
refrigerated storage space, fuel, water, general
supplies, etc.

GOVERNMENT TRAWLER PROGRAM

A new trawler fleet to facilitate development of a
viable fishing industry, assist in catching quotas, offset
seasonality of the fishing industry, increase catch
capability in middle and deep water, and ensure supply
for smaller fish plant operations.

VESSEL PERFORMANCE STUDY
A review by the Federal Department of Environment
of its policy on subsidies to fishing vessels.

FISHING GEAR REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
Compensation up to half the cost of gear lost through
weather conditions. Northwest Coast storm damage
assistance, $15,900.45; Placentia Bay Ice Blockage,
$72,736.26; Lobster Pot R'plncemeut $332,860.00, and
General Fishing Gear Replacement, $889,236.95.

INSHORE FISHERIES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Bounty on newly constructed fishing boats — $10.00 per
ft. on boats 20-30 ft.; $12.50 per ft. on boats 31-35 ft.
Bounty to assist in purchasing gill nets and trawl lines.

FISHING GEAR BOUNTY
$435.305.36 on gill nets, $25,589.77 on nylon trawl lines.

FISHING BOATS (under 35') BOUNTY

$76,442.50 paid on 294 boats. A total of $451,374 was paid
during the year, including advance payments on
vessels still under construction.

FISHING & COASTAL VESSEL REBUILDING &
REPAIRS (BOUNTIES) PROGRAMS

The total bounties paid during the year amounted to
$6,442.15.
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