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-----Introduction-----
In all of our i..w.. 0/ Decb Awash, "'e have skirted around the fishery. Oh yes,

we always have one or two articles about it. but we haven 'f gone into it in depth.
$0 we thou,ht It was about time. We hope that what is written is a fairly accurate
picture 0/ how )'OU, the lishermon, and you, the fishery expert, see what has
always betm known 08 "Newfoundland'. reason lor being." And our iuue
couldn't come ot a more opportune time: when the entire industry is under
quuUon. In Joct, we were toUting to one lish company official on a Saturday and
h. was hard at worlt. We aslted him what he was doing since there was a strilte
and no lish wa. bel"s moved. He answered. "Why, I've never been busier,
everyone ia studying us and I spend my days filling out questionnaires". And so,
here's our questionnaire on the fishery, filled out by you, our readers.
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What the inshore fishermen say

The fishermen's point of view
In preparing this issue of Decks

A wash on the fl!hery we spoke with
fishermen from aU sections of the
Island, and on the coast of Labrador.

We J;IPOke with trap fishermen,
longlmer fishermen, and trawler~

men to get an overall picture of the
fishery from the people closest to it,
the men who go out in the boats.

One fact emerged clearly; 1974
was a very t»d year for the fishery.
Some areas of the Province were
badly hampered by ice, and in
almost every area the catches were
down. The ftahermen feel that cod
the one species that was ~
reported to have tw'ned em- coutal
waters into 'teeming waters 01
s~lver' is slowly, but surely,
disappearing from the scene.
Richard FarTeD of litUe Bay says,
"The stocks of cod are getUng
depleted, and there is no haddock
left." Willis Bird' of Cartwright,
Labrador tells us, "We never saw
any cod in our area this year. tt

Another area where the 6sbennen
are in accord is on the question
or gill nets. Says Gordon Warren of
FOl[ Roost, "I don't think giD nets
should ever have been put in the
water in Newfoundland. They have
ruined the fishery. I've fished in
places where there were plmty of
fiab, but after gill nets fished theee

waters for three years, I haven't
been able to go back there. A lot of
the nets are lost. They are made of
plastic, t.berefore they never rot but
Iloep ..Idling fish and sinking to !be
bottom. They are wone than the
£orelgn m-aggers. We fished on the

Straits of BeDe Isle this spring and
hauled gill nets up that were lost
three yean ago, and they were the
same as the day they wtre lost. 1bey
had some bad fish in tbem. but they
abo had good ftJb in them. We
woo't allow gill nets to be used on
this cout." Bernard Dooley of
Marystown will teD yoo, "I agree

that gin nets should never have been
trought into the country. I can go
right oow and Jay my marks in
Bonavista Bay for a fleet of 50 gill
nets lost on the ODe string. Fish are
~lldying in these nets, and they will
die for years to come. tI

Most· fishermen think unem­
ployment insur8fft is unfair. Joe
O'Brien in Bay BIIlls, was the only
fisherman who gave it any approval
at all. "I am in favour ri unem­
ployment insur.nce fishermen.

Every professional fishennan can
fish loog enough to get enough
stamps to dra .... unemployment
insW"atlCe during the winter mo~

tt.... But Levi George Norris of 81y
de Berde disagrees, "Unem­
ployment insurance is causing
problems for the fishery because
men are leaving the boats to look for
other work in order to get stamps.

Unemployment insurance is unfair
tc fillhermen. We fished frun AJril
until the 3rd of October and we
couldn't draw unemployment until
December. Yet the person working
in the plant got eight weeks stamps,
didn't work nearly as long or hard as
we did, and started drawing
unemployment as soon as be
finished work. This doesn't make
sense."

Perhaps among some of the
fishermen there is confusioo about
how to apply for unemployment
insurance. Mr. Bird in Cartwright,
Labrador tells us, "We salmon
fished tn the month of July, 1974, but
we never saw a cod fish In OW' area,
so we never got any stamps for
unemployment insurance. We just
have to make do with the sabnon we
caught."

Of course, when you talk to
fishermen from aU over the Island
you find their concerns are runY
the same, because they are all dOlng
!be same thing - flahing. Their
concern ~ for the supply of fish, the
over~ aU around the laland.
and !be lack of _rt "'larding

foreign draggers from both the
Provincial and Federal Govern­
menb.

Says Gordon Warrm of FOl[ Roost
"We have difficulty with foreign
draggers inSt. Georges Bay because
they can come in the land lock. We
fish out about 25 mUes, but they can
go in 12 miles to fish and can get
between Cape Anguille apd Caoe St.
Geor.ge. There are PortU§De!lt
longlinern in !be (lull of St.
Lawrence. These ships are using
trawls and catching cod, they are
much larger than our boats and
carry two crews. These longliners
are salting their catch on board and
thrOllllfing the clfal in the water,
keeping the halibut baited. Our
boats had to leave the area bec....
his made the water dirty and the
·htl weren't htmgry enough to eat
18it after eating the offal from the
?ortuguese. The fishennen only
:omplain about such situations
illtlong themselves; it doesn't seem
to do any good to complain to the
Minisler of Fisheries. These f(ftfg."l
boats are allowed to fish within the
12-mUe limit, so they are doing
nothing megal.:".

Most of the fiShermen agree that
registering would be a good thing,
both to cut out the moonllgtUrs and
to identify a bona fide fisherman.
Says ":rt Wkks of Badger's Quay,
''The fishennen should be weeded
out. Have them registered, and then
we wiD find out who is a bona fide
fishennan. This wm cut down a lot of
the e:r:travaganza of fishermen
employed in other jobs getting
compensated, and full-time
6.shennen being left out. To guard
against this, the licencing Jrogram
should have been enforced eight or
ten years ago."

The cost of gear has ri3en
astronomically. nu is very <lfficult
for independem fishermen who hive
to buy their own gear, because the
pria; of flah or the government
subSldy hasn't kept pace with it. For
eump1e, lobster twine whidl used
to cost $2.00. pound,nowcosts$S.50.
And the rising costs have hurt the



fisheries old standby, the dory,
which is about to disappear from the
scene. Mr. T.J. Hardy in Port aux
Basques, reports that lhe cost of·
dories has risen so high there isn't
any market for them

Some fishermen we talked to
approved of unions, and many 8Jr
proved of the Union's stand in the
current trawlermen's strike. But
sone of them had ideas of their own,
such as establishing an inshore
fisheries association, a vessel
owner's association, or a trust fund
set up by the Governnu:nl (or
fishermen sudl as the trawlermen
who are out to sea for 10 or 11 days,
and come home without an adequate
Income.

Nearly aU the men we talked to
had words of praise for the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation, and they wish
something similar could be done for
the fresh fish industry. Nationaliz.ing
the Industry is not a prime concern
of the fishermen, but they would like
to have a guaranteed income, or
some sort of income security for the
work they do.
THE FUTURE?

"Joe O'Brien of Bay Bulls says,
"The future of the inshore fishery is
going to keep going down. If this
fishery collapsed completely it
.....ould be disasterous for a com-
munity like Bay Bulls. Although

Kevin
Congdon
talks

Kevin, a full-time inshore
fisherman from Calvert, was the
only fisherman on the 25-man
delegation from Canada to attend
the Law of the Sea Conference in
Caracas, Venezuela. Kevin had
hoped to get up at the plenary
sessions and give his opinions, but he
found it impossible because 5,000
people attended from 150 coWltries,
and each coWltry had its own
spokesman.

According to Kevin, one of the
reasons the discussion on the 200­
mile limit bogged down, was the
inability of those in favour of the
limit to say so, because they were
unsure of whether they would win.
Kevin believes the future of the
fishery lies in the 20lknile limit. and
if Canada doesn't get it at the
Conference in Geneva in March, be
says, "You can forget the fishery."

Kevin has been a fisherman for 40

there are ooIy approximately 20
fishennen here, there are about 200
people employed in the fish plant."

Levi George Norris of Bay de
Verde, says "1be future of the
fishery in the Bay de Verde area
looks very lad. It couldn't be any
worse. I'm 50 years old, and 1 have
never seen the filbery this bad, and
I've been a fisherman since 1 was
nine years old. U the fishery goes
Wlder, I don't toow what will
happen to meo like myself, who
knows nothing bill the fishery."

years. He has a trap boat. He would
never have a longliner because he'
says you can't make it pay, fishing
four or five months a year. Although
he had a good season this past yP.8r,
he says the fish are becoming scarce
and, like everyone else, he lays the
blame on the draggers.

He sells his fish in Calvert and
some of it goes to National Sea in St.
John's, and the rest goes to
Bonavista Cold Storage in Fer­
meuse. Last year he was lucky - all
the fish sold. This year, he's not so
optimistic. 1be markets are very
bad.

Kevin is very outspoken on the
trawler dispute. Although he doesn't
think the insbore fishermen will ever
strike because they can always saJt
their fish and have the SaIlfish
Corporation market it, he does think
the trawlermen will stay 00 strike
until they get what the Harris
Report recommends. Says Kevin,
"The fisbennen of Newfowulland
have kept UU Province going, and
for too long they have been looked
down upon. Now the fishermen want
people to realiu how important they
ate to the whole economy. U the
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Arthur Wicb of Badler'. Qa8y
says, "The~ may be lots 01 flMl fIIb
ill tile water, bat ..bo'. piDC to
catcb them llIIee tile old time
fishermen .~ 10.?

You caa't dapUeate a fWlermaa
uymore. Ayoaac mu eu 10 to tbe
Fisberies CoIJet:e get a tJwIe,
bal lie w.', lie roDc 'bbltlg
boat. We haft IOmetblal ebe. Yea
caa't blalDt them, beca1llt there Is
very Utile fWl to be ea.t, yo. let a
very low priee f_1t, ad tIIere Is ..
par.teed lRome. So _,. WOI'Il be
cao fIDeI Is beUa' .... tbe fislter)'••
tblDk there ilia hdare ,. tile ...~
flJbery if IOCDftDt took the iJIltiatift
aDd got tile yo.., JDeIl "ell ba tbe
boats!'

Richard Farrell of UWe Bay, says
". think the fishery has a future. We
might not get rich at it, but there are
a lot of people 00 this part of the
coast depending on it.

And we give the last word to a man
who stepped down frOOl the industry
many years ago and now only
watches from the sidelines, "The
best thing that could happen in the
fisheries would be if the Government
withdrew all its aid, and had a total
collapse. Let it Call, and see who
picks it up. Then you will force a
rethinking at both the Federal and
Provincial levels."

Goverrunent is sure that the fish
companies don't have the money to
pay the fishermen, and if they feel
that the fishery is worth saving, they
will have to step in and do something
about it. No longer are fishermen
going to fish for half starvation
wages."

"I have always advocated
nationalizing the fishing industry. If
the Government keeps pouring
money into the fishery, the plants
won't be concerned about their ef­
ficiency. If the industry was
nationalized, the Government could
put people in that would make it
more efficient."

And Kevin feels the fishing in­
dustry has a few other Ub as well.
Says he, "I'm not sure about
guaranteed income for fishermen.
What Incentive would he then have
to work? And I don't go along with
the gear replacement program
either. The ooIy tbiJ:II I agree with is
that a man should get paid for his
labour. I've lived all my life on the
f.ishery, reared and educated seftn
children, ..d never got a cent frOOl
the Government. I never believed in
handouts."
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Fogo Island fishing
Fish was scarce this year for those

who were handlining, but gill netting
was good once the ice cleared.
Alexander Cull, a longliner
fisherman from Barr'd Island, says,
"Gill nets are the best method of
catching fish, but no man should be
allowed to use them after the middle
of October. when the ice comes in.
We need an alternative to the gill
nets for this time of year."

Herring was plentiful, but it was
hard to sell. The Fogo Island ClrOP
had a chance to sell the herring to
Sweden, but they would receive only
40 per cent of the money before
shipment, and the Co-op was afraid
that once the herring got to Sweden
they might claim it was bad and the
Co-op would never receive the other
60 per cent.

Three hWl<ired barrels of herring
were put. up, 150 were sold to an
agent in St. JOM'S, and 150 barrels
were sold to Fishery Products in
December, If there had been a
market for herring, the (;o.QP. and
therefore the fishermen, would have
made good money.

The ground fish was filleted
through the Co-op and sold to
Fishery Products. The cod was
salted and marketed by the SaIUish
Corporation.

One of the biggest complaints of
Fogo Island fishermen is the system
of Wlemployment insurance. Like all
other inshore fishermen, they feel It
was never intended for fishermen
because it so heavily discriminates
against them.

Some of the fishermen feel that the
industry should be nationalized, but
others think something similar to
the SaIUish Corporation should be
set up to market the fIsh. TIley feel
the SalUish Corporation did an
exceUent job and cited the fact that

The inshore

fishermen

of the Burin

Peninsula

the price for salt fish had more than
tripled since the Corporation took
over.

The fishennen d. Fogo Island
think there will always be a need for
programs such as the Provincial
Gear Replacement Program. But,
such programs have to be closely
supervised, to guard against their
abuse.

It was agreed that licencing of
fishermen would be of benefit. But
how would it be decided who was or
wasn't a fisherman? The fishennen
said this cannot be determined by
sending forms to every man along
the NewfolUldland coast, as was
done last year.

The striking trawlennen have the
full support of tbe Fogo Island
fishermen; they feel the trawlermen
deserve to get what they are fighting
for. But what about the inshore
fishermen? A:? Aleunder Cull puts
it, "I'm fishing from May lUltil the
last ci October, and from December
until Mardt I'm getting my gear
ready for the nen fishing season. If I
scrape up $4,000 or $$,000 wages in a
year, including unemployment,
fishing, everything, I am doing good
in the inshore fishery. This is a top
wage for an inshore fisherman. I
hope the trawlermen win their
argument, because then. there might
be a chance that the inshore
fishermen will win something better
too".

Roland Leyte, a Fogo Island
fishermen, says, "I've never done
anything all my life except fish, but
now I've got to think about giving it
up. There is no incentive for a
fishennan any!llore - we can't even
get a ti.t of unemployment insurance
when we're not fishing. Things like
lhal are driving the fishermen out of
the boats."

In the midst of the trawlermen's
strike, many of Newfoundland's
more traditional fishermen from the
Burin Peninsula have probably been
slightly forgotten. Decks Awash
talked to several of them. They are
inshore trap fishennen and their
homes and fishing areas extend
from Lord's Cove and Lamaline on
the bottom ci the Burin Peninsula,
up to Arnold's Cove and Southern
Harbour, at the head of Placentia
Bay.

Walter Foote of LamaUne and

I filherwoman,
Marjorie O'Brien

Marjorie O'Brien ci Bay Bulls is
not satisfied with just being a
housewife, or working 00 a flue.
She loves the outdoors, especially
the water. So, in 19'11, she became
part of the crew on her husband's
longliner. "I have no fear of the
water, although 1 can't swim a
stroke," says Marjorie, "but I trust
my husband, and he can handle the
boat like a baby. My kids got a kick
out of me going fishing."

She fished from May until Sep­
tember, and Marjorie says, "They
were the best months of my life. We
had to be leaving the wharf at 5:00 in
the morning, and it was often 10:00
at night before we got cleared up."
They got a lot of fish last season and
with only one crew member, and
getting 6 cents a pound for fish, the
O'Briens made a fair amolDlt of
money.

But like all fishermen, Marjorie
found that the system of unem·
ployment was very strange. She
applied for benefits when she
finished fishing, received five weeks
money, but then was told that
because she fished with her
husband, she wasn't eligible for
unemployment. But, if she had
worked for a neighbour. she would
have qualified!

In spite of that, Marjorie hopes to
go fishing again this year in
Placentia Bay. "My husband says
it's easy fishing in that area."

If one of Marjorie's daughters
decided to go fishing for a living, she
would be delighted. "It's a grand
life, you always get a good salary out
ci it, and you are your own boss and
can do what )'OU like. I certainJy
don't feel that a fisherman is a
second class citizen."

Fred Fitzpatrick of Lord's Cove
consider themselves full·time
fishermen. Their season lasts about
three months and, a man's catch
bears directly on the amount of
unemployment insurance he will
receive. Neither these two men, nor
others we talked to, are happy with
the way the mc benefits are paid to
inshore fishermen.

Under the scheme, a fisherman is
entitled to about 15 weeks benefits
and as Mr. Fitzpatrick points out,
"It's ctrtstmas before we can get
it." The scheme is not perfect, but
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It's the same old story

This may be tile scene in many inshore flsbermea's premises at the end ofDe.' SeasOD as many Placentia Bay fisbermen seem lnleDt 00 getting back
into salt fish .....udloo. Prices In 1974 loomed up to 8c more per pound than
1973 for beavy ..lted cboice fish. A further price increase is not expected for
1975 as "'orld markets are building up some surplus as Scandaoavian
companies, primarily. are lncreasinr salt nsh produclion.

Charlie Pardy ofM;usgrave HarboW', Alonza Flight of Cottle Island and
Jack Jenkins of LOwer Jenkins Cove, all say the same things:

"The only answer to the fishing problem is the 2OI).mile limit."
"Unemployment Insurance isn't right at all. Fishennen will fish the

season, get ten or twelve stamps and in March be cut off. The guy who's
only worked on land for eight weeks can get unemployment for 12 mon­
ths."

"Because of the unfair treatment of fishennen in mc, skippers can't
get men to work the longHners."

"n.e gill nets yave ruined the fishery. They never should have been
allowed. I don't know which is worse, though, the gill nets or the foreign
draggers. We've counted 18 or 20 draggers inside the 12-mile limit. While
that's going 00, there is no hope for the inshore fishery."

"We need more haul-ups."
But here's an optimistic note: Captain Greenham of Twillingate

reports that fish catch failures have occurred many times in the past He
remembers that 46 years ago there were no fish in the Twillingate area
and there was a time when virtually no fish were taken o(f the Labrador

shared one. They feel the trawler·
men deserve a better deal than has
been normally the case, but they feel
that being associated with the
trawlermen in a union may prove
dangerous as the situation between
them and the trawlermen is so
different.

Most of the fishermen of Hus area
seem to think they will go back into
salt fish production next season, as
prices for salt fish have increased
over the past few feasons.

and aside from ruining the herring
fishery, have, on occasion,
destroyed neb and traps belonging
to the inshore fishermen.

Mr. Bolt says too high quotas are
being set by scientists and Govern·
ment officials, without asking local
fishermen their opinion. "The
fishermen wonder if the scientists
are npt going out on a limb, and if
they really know as much about this
as they claim," he says.

In general, the fishermen's views
on the current strike seems to be a

when a man finishes Jishing in
September and has to wait until the
first week of December before he
can start the two week waiting
period, grumbling Is common.
Benefits are paid for five weeks for
each six week period worked. In the
inshore fishery 16 to 18 weeks is a
normal season.

Earl Reid of Baine Harbow-,
P1acenUa Bay, is a trap fisherman,
and like Mr. Foote and Mr. Fiu·
patritS, uses about a J5..foot boat. He
explains he uses gill nets part of the
season for cod. "I like gill neb ...
and the Government gives a
bounty... but I think they're wrong.
However, they bring~ my c.tch for
the year." Mr. Foote says, "Last
year gill nets did well around
Lamaline. I doo't like gill nets in
deep water because they catch up
the spawning fish."

Eric Bolt of Arnold's Cove, and his
fellow fishennen from that com·
mtmity, feel some organization is
needed among inshore fishennen to
survive tbe next few years. Mr. Bolt
exp1ained. the community could use
more efficient and bigger break­
waters, a community haul-out and
stale. He feels the UJC system is
inadequate, and, proposes that the
oil refinery at COOle-By-ehance,
after it expands, will provide even
more hazardous and potentially
polluted flitting than before.

Mr. Bolt says, "We've been in
contact with Mr. Cashin about
joining the union and he plans to
visit us in the near futw-e. The
fishermen haven't gotten together,
so I don't know how the majority of
them feel about joining such a
Wlion."

'I'hi5 opinion is contrasted to the
opinion of fishennen further down
the Peninsula who feel a Wlion would
probably create more problems than
it solves, when it is dealing with a
seasonal, four month operation.

10 Southern Harbour, Maurice
Belt restates the Arnold's Cove
complaints about lack of 'Govern­
meot sponsored facilities. He says
also the large oil tankers are posing
somethiDg ci a Ureat to Iongliners
IIld other small boats not nonnally
equipped with radar. He suggests
the Government and-or the
refinery should foot some ci the cost
of new radars for the local fisher·
men.

Herring seining operations in
Placentia Bay are coming under fire
by liJbennon at the head 01 the Bay.
Tbey claim aeinen have all but
depleted berrin« stocb in the area,
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"I love fishing
but this could be my last year at it"

Tom Roberts of Little Bay Islands
knows tas fish. He started fishing on
the Labrador when he was 17 and he
has seen many swruners since then.
He's seen the fishery at its peak, and
he has seen it at its worst. Why, he
can remember when James Strong
Limited was in full production in
Little Bay Islands dwing the '40's,
and in one year they packed and
marketed 60,000 quintals or heavy
salted and light salted cod, "That's
more than is caught all around the
Island of NewfoW\dland now", says
Tom. And in 1967 he went to the
Labrador on JW\e 1st with 15 other
men and started fishing on the 24th.
On the 26st. of July he and the other
men took up their traps and got
home the 8th. of August with 3,241
quintals of fish between them.

Since he started fishing on the
Labrador, he's watched the fishery
go down. This swnmer he said there
wasn't enough fish caught by one
man to supply one family with food
for the winter. He puts the blame on
the foreign draggers. "The foreign
fleets have the best navigation
equipnent and the best radio­
telephone systems. During the day
they stay off the coast and the
captain listens to the conversatioos
of every NewfoWldiand boat and
hears where the best catches are.
And at night when our boats have
gone back to their berths, these
boats come into the coast and drag.
When we start fishing in the mor­
ni~, they are nowhere in sight. We
may try to stop them by patrolling,
but we don't have the boats. They
know every trick in the book."

Tom goes after lobster aroWld
April 2Sth. and at the same time he
has gill nets out. When the lobster
season is over, be goes to the
Labrador gill net fishing and he
retwns about the last of September,
and then he's involved in the herring
fishery until it becomes too cold.

He goes to the Labrador because
he thinks more money can be made
in a "Short time. The fish are larger
there than what can be caught in the
Green Bay area. Tbe men who don't
go to the Labrador from Green Bay
start fishing for turbot and cod in
May, providing there is no ice.

Tom doesn't own a longliner. He
gels a share for working on someone
else's because he'd rather go to the
Labrador "than sit around in Little
Bay Island and wait until the herring
fishery starts." But he wouldn't own
a longIiner anyway because it's not
worth the money. Says Tom, "Ten
years ago a longliner cost about
$15,000 and a fisherman who had one
generally had 200 gill nets. Those 200
gill n~...., today woulrl cost about
$10,000. There's talk that they want
to discontinue the use of gill nels.
But if I had a boat with $10,00:> worth
of gill nets, I'm not going to throw
them away and get involved in
another $7,00:> or $8,00:> foc other
equipnent for a loogliner that I
can't guarantee any fish for."

Tom says it's a struggle for an
inshore, fisherman to make a living
now. He doesn't own a big boat, but
he still has 250 lobster pots, 4 sabnoo
nets, a 2S foot motor boat with a new
m91or, a speed boat, and a lot
of other fishing gear, all of which has

to be looked after. Despite subsidies,
all this gear is still expensive. Tom
explains, "About seven years ago I
bought a sabnon net from Leckie's
and paid $31; today it would cost me
over $3:10. You can get a subsidy for
this, but you still have to payout
money and I can't get a subsidy for
mesh Wlder 5 inches.

Perhaps all this investment is ooe
reason Tom is watching the trawler
strike with great irterest. "These
trawler men have no investment like
the inshore fishennen, and the
$13,000 proposed guaranteed income
will be clear money." He recognizes
that the existing average pay is no
incentive for anyone to go trawler
fishing, and he recognizes that the
northeast coast fishennen can't be
classed the same as south coast
fishermen because of its short
season, but nonetheless, "We are
goiJ)g to want more money because
we have a lot of money invested and
a lot of expense. We aren't going to
be satisfied Wltil we get a guaran­
teed income cl at least $10,000."

Tom has no patience with the
present Federal Government
system of ""npensating for lost
gear: He says, ''There are no
guidelines. Anyone can get com­
pensated. Someone who is a full­
t1me fishennan is treated the same
as someone who has only ten pols."
Tom doesn't object to moonligturs
because he believes everyone has
the right to fish, but only booa fide
fishermen should get compensated
or receive subsidies and to Tom a
bona fide fisherman is "Someone
woo does not hold a full-time job
elsewhere". He feels the system
could be simplified by having a
respected conunWlity fisherman tell
the fishery officers woo is a real
fisherman and who is not, rather
than the fishery officer coming into
a commwtity and accepting: all
requests for compensation. "U the
Goverrunent would pay a stipend to
a real fishennan to find out who are
the real fishermen, before he W81
finished, he'd kn.9w".

"I love fishing, b.lt.this could be
my last year at it, and I don't know
what I am going to do then",
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longliner skipper Levi GeorgE: f Reprinted from The Evening
Norris said. "A person would hardly Telegram.)

Fisherift Co••lttee

Harbour Grace
Development Association

Fisher..en provide the facts

Inshore fishery
"h "on t e way out

There are other ways of
measurinf( the decline o( the inshore
fisher)'

In 1968, said !'olr. l'iorris, there
were 68 skipper men in trap boats,
while last )'car only 23 drew berths
and only I~ traps were fished. This
)'ear there has been such little in­
terest in the trap hshery that the
normal Jan, IS draw for trap berths
_as postponed until the middle of
!'olay.

The reason fishermen are getting
out of the business is mainly the
incredible decline of fish stocks.

Mr, Korris said he caught 825,000
pounds of mixed fish in 1966. his first
lear as longhner kipper. And this
with a 38-foot boat and 52 gill nets

The follo"lOg year. starting a
coup!(> of months earlier and fishing
with 75 gill nets, he hauled in 997,000
pounds

"Today; he lamented, "I have
300 nets and ss.foot longliner, and I
can't even le\ a quarter of a million
pounds.'

In Old Perlican, longliner sk.ipper
Warren Green told much the same
story. 101966, hecaul/:ht more than a
million pounds of fish using just 50
gill nets. "~ow )'ou're lucky if you
can catch half a million pounds in
JOO nets .•

Beeause of this decrease in lan­
dings, along with galloping in­
creases in the price of gear and
supplies, the fishermen are finding it
touf(her and together to beat a living
out of tbe sea. Last )ear. tbe
problem was IDtensified by heavy
ice conditions "hich made min·
cemeat out of the fishing season.

Loogliner skipper Bill Wortbm.u
puffs a_ay on a cigarette as be
refelcts in his Heart's Delight home
on some of the Injustices be sees In
tbe _ay inshore fisbermen are
treated. One of the most stubborn
obstacles facing insboremeD, be
said. Is the unt=mp)oymeDl InsuraDCe
program. _bleh "doesn't even treat
us like human beings." - Telegram
photo

believe it the way the fishery is
going out. The wly it's going, I'd sa)"
Hay de \'crde will be a ghost town in
three years ,.

ft may sound like alarmist talk,
but the men supplied some prell)'
convincing statistics to back up their
concern

'seven )"eara ago," said Mr.
Norris. '" had a man offer me $200
for a berth on my longliner, Three
years ago, I had my pick of any four
men out of 20. This year, there was
never a man )'et who asked me for a
berth,"

not a lack of confidence in the local
plant management was a cause for
concern, leading to non-support by
the Provincial Goverrunent; and,
what the Govenunent was planning
to do about a proposal for a fishing
boat service cenler for the town of
Harbour Grace.

The Committee, set up as a result
of Premier Moores suggestion, was
made up of representatives ol the
Provincial Department of Fisheries,
town council, Development
Association, other phases of in­
dustry, union and development
agencies. It met twice to discuss
short, medium and long-term
development of fisheries in the area.
Il was after the second meeting the
Minister asked for a. postponement.

Mrs. Hunt is not sure when the
Committee will meet again, and
quotes the Minister. who when
asking for a postponement,
suggested it would be better to wait
and see if the fisheries can be saved,
before any plans are made for the
future.

"The inshore fishery," Heart's
Delight fisherman BiU Worthman
rerJected last week, "is dying like a
person dying of TB - it's going
gradually."

Mr. Worthman was not alone in his
concern about the future of the in­
shore fishery in Newfoundland

Mike Lahey of Heart's Desire. a
veteran of mOTe than 40 years in the
fishery before a stroke forced him to
give il up, commented: "If they
don't do something for the fisher­
men, the young men are going to
leave the boats."

The ramifications of the
trawlermen's strike is felt
throughout the whole of the fabric of
the Province, and this can be seen by
looking at the situation surrounding
a committee from the Harbour
Grace Development Association.

Mrs. June Hunt, a member of the
Committee, said it has been asked
by Fisheries Minister Crosbie to
curtail its activities until such Ume
as the strike is settled.

The Committee grew out of a
recommendation made by Premier
Moores in November, during a
meeUng between him and the
Harbour Grace Development
Association. The Association
sponsored a delegation of people
concerned with the future of the
fisheries, and its effect on Harbour
Grace, who talked with Premier
Moores.

The deleiation brouAAt several
points to Mr. Moores, among them:
whether or not the Provincial
Government felt there was a future
for the area in fisheries; whether of





A man who makes
sense - Pat Antle

kept, and the other two-thirds was
thrown away. dead as a doornail

Somelhlns we were lookir.g for,
they were throwin~ away. How can
lhe fishery stand that?"

Edgar Pitcher felt the fishing of
caplin by draggers is also hurling
the inshore fishery

But despite the decline in stocks,
the mcn feel they could make a
decent living it they were paid an
acceptable price fOf their fish

"Those plants can afford to pay
more than what they're paying for
(ish," contended tee Pitcher
"There's someone making a lot of
money on the fish - the plants, the
storekeepers, the fellows who truck
the fish to the plant. The fishermen
are getting the least of all."

Most men felt those who have left
lhe fishery would be inclined to
return if they were oUered a better
price for their calch

Bullhey felt a price-juggling lrick
they say the companies hne pulled
in the past, might lead to reluctance
on somp fi.hf>rmen's pari 10 relurn

Pat Antle is perhaps ooe man who
knows and understands the fisheries
almost more than anyone else. Born
and raised on the Burin, he was a
fisherman for many years. As
founder of the Newfoundland
Federation of Fishermen, he fought
hard for over 2f) years to better the
conditions in the fisheries.

He understands the rhythm of the
fisheries, its rise and its fall. He
watched the growth and demise of
the banking neet until it disappeared
completely. He then watched the
emergence, growth and decline of
the smaUer western boat, known for
its two masts and red sails. And he
watched the rise and fall of the
Labrador fleet from the south and
north east coast.

According to Pat, these boats all
disappeared for the same reason •
economics. In the case of each type
ci boat, nsh, or the price of fish,
became so low that operators
couldn't afford to outfit the vessels.

And now Pat has watched the rise,
and he claims, the beginning of the
fall, of the draggers. Fifteen years
ago he called the draggers
"uneconomic monstrosities" and he
predicted that in 1~ years the
diminishing catches would make it
impossible CI' uneconomic for the
vesae1s to continue fishing.

10 the boat.
"A 101 of people," said Levi

t'\orris, "are afraid the plants will
put the price up 10 draw them back
to the boats, then drop it again.
They're arter beiDg bluffed too many
limes."

Cec Pilcher .aid the men were
paid three cents last sum mer for
herring, then as lOOn as they stopped
fishing, the plaDts put the price up 10
five-and-a-balr cents - a price be
feelslhey could have afforded to pay
all along

"I'll bet a damn," be said, "that
it'lI go back down when we start
fishing again."

Compoundiq the problems of
dedining stocks and uncertain
prices is the tremendous increase in

costs.
Net that cost 11.45 three years ago

now selfs for $4.SO, said Mike Lahey.
"If someone puts a haH unt on a
pound of !ish," he said, "somebody
else puts 2;) ~ts on a pound of
twine."

And Cec Piteber said a boat that

Pat has always aimed at trying to
focus government attention on the
industry so thlt government would
take measures to bring about
change. He now believes that the
only way to save the fishery is to
convince all nations that fish the
north Atlantic to get together and
slash catches by $0 percent. Or else
certain coWltries, such as Canada,
should be given control and
jurisdiction over the edge of the
continental shelf. He feels this
~uldhaveha~noolOyeMsa~

and he saki 10 then, "but no one
listened."

Even if control was achieved
tomorrow and a 1~ year
management program was begun
immediately, he feels it would take
10 years for the stocks to replenish to
the poiIC. where fishermen could
catch all the fish they could handle.
"Ow"ing the 50's and 60's, our
fishermen, no matter how they
fished, could get all the fish they
could handle, but they didn't get the
}X'ice. Now they get the price, but not
the fish," says Pat_

However. Pat feels that if the
stocks can be built up again, "people
~lU be fIShing and earning money at
it, long after the draggers are gone,
because they will be fishing with a
smaller boat that will enable them to
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was worth $30,000 four years ago
now has an asking price of $60,000

In the time that the price of turbot
has gone from three cents to five­
and-three-quarter cents a pound, he
added, the price of gill netting has
shot up from S8 to between $40 and
$SO

The outcome of all these factors­
the decrease in stocks, the increase
in costs and the failure of the
companies to pay an adequate price
for the fish-has resulted in the
financial squeeze that is forcing
fishermen out of lhe business

Almost to a man, the fl$hermen
interviewed said they would not go
~~~ t~::shery if they were young

"If I was a young man, I'd cut my
two legs off before j'd go fishing,"
said Bill Worthman

"I've been fishing about 3S years,"
said Levi Norris "and the end is in
sight. My advice to any young
fellows is to steer as far clear of the
fishery as lhey can get."
·(Repri.ted frona The Evening
Teltfram .·ehruary I, 1'75)

Pat Antle

fish at very little cost." Pat warned
fishermen against getting involved
with too costly an oulfit, such as a
longliner, because he knew that a
fisherman would never bring in fish
enough to payoff expenses and
make a good living. "I can show you
fishennen," he says, "who have new
homes, colour television, a car or a
truck and money in the bank, and
they fished from nothing ti.gger than
an 18 to 20 foct boat and a handline."

Pat disagrees with the lil..'ensiJ.g
program. He claims that under the
British North American Act "which
in effect is the Canadian eon..
stitution," it states that no
regulations or rules would be
adopted or enfcrced to prevent a
citizen of Canada froot catching fish.
And he feels that the licensing
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program does just that, prevents
Canadians from catching fish.
"Instead of controlling the fish
stocks by pushing people out," he
says, "it should be controlled by
putting a time limit on the amoWll
and pounds that can be caught."
However, he agrees with the
registering of all fishermen for
statistical purposes. "No one in
Newfoundland today couId tell me
how Illany fishermen are in the
service and who is bona fide and who
is not."

As for the inshore fishery, well,
it's dependent on ice, weather and
now the offshore fleets. "I can
remember a time when ice never
bothered the inshore fishery, but

every year it has gotten worse," he
says, wistfully, "until last year,
when it was the worse in my
lifetime."

As for the inshore fishermen, they
are individualistic "and never been
Wlion oriented." They used to be
dependent on the merchant, but
according to Pat, they gained their
independence when the Americans
arrived during the second World
War and built bases and generated a
lot of employment. Pat says,
"Farley Mowat's wrong.
NewfowlCllanders didn't see their
first $5 bill after Confederation.
They saw it when the Americans
came." But in any case, Pat figures
there are probablv less than 2.00)

inshore fishermen· in the NFFAW,
and it's up to themselves oow where
they join or not.

Pat ends his remarks by saying
"There have been a lot of foolish
mistakes and a lot of public and
private money wasted by people who
were and are self-appointed fishery
experts, and this has been one of our
greatest weaknesses. We have had
too many 'come from away' telling
oW' fishermen what they should
have. Nobody has ever bothered to
ask what the fishermen think they
need. With the prices the way
they've been throughout the years, a
fisherman never should have had a
$100,000 longliner."

Pat makes good sense.

What some of the merchants say

During the ru.mmer this WQS a busy place.

Why the fish
markets close
Two new fish markets opened in

St. John's area last year, and
although both have closed for
various reasons for the winter, the
owners say they are thinking of re­
opening in the coming season.

Mike Maher. who operated the
Fisherman's Wharf on the south side
::If the harbour, says he had a good
year. The store supplied fresh,
,moked, canned, dried and salted
fish products to the general public
and provided some fresh products to
local restaurants.

Mr. Maher explained he would
have stayed open all winter but
other business arrangements fore.ed
him to close in september. He said
the market operated successfully,
mainly because he was selling to
quite a few tourists.

He complains that the location
isn't the best, and that he is seeking
a more suitable one.

He set his prices based on his
suppliers' costs, and on the average,
charged I5c - 20c more per pound
than he paid for his fish. Cod fillets
sold at an average rl. 60c • 70c per
pound all sununer.

Mr. Maher says marketing is all
but ignored by larger fish companies
and he feels that advertising would
bring increased business to his
establishment nen season.

He explains that to work a market
properly, a capital ouUay of $50,000,
including equipment and initial

stock, is necessary. The Fisher­
men's Wharf operation didn't ap­
proach this figure, he says, but it
didn't have a lot of equipment. The
lack of proper coolers, for instance,
created situations where quick
thinking barely saved thousands of
pounds of fish. Quick resale helped
pull the over-supply situation out of
the fire also.

Mr. Maher's only criticism of the
operation was that it took "one
hundred per cent" of his time.

This statement is reflected in the
operation of another fish market
that opened in this area last swn­
mer. Charlotte StOry of Portugal
Cove, and four members of her
family, were involved in a fresh fish
market in that community from
June until October, when they closed
because fresh fish was no longer
available to meet their sales
demand.

Mrs. Story says the market wasn't
equipped with coolers and freezers,
so they were limited to fresh and
"chilled on ice" products. They sold
cod fillets at comparable prices to
Mr. Maher's operation.

She says the market holds
potential for the future, that the
supply of fresh fish is good the year
rOWld, with seasonal fluctuations,
and that holding facilities would
overcome the short supply times.

The Portugal Cove store sold
mostly to the public, but later in the
season they did have some contracts
to supply restaurants. They ran into
a problem with their suppliers and
couldn't meet demand late in the
season and so they closed.

Mrs. Story says she is not sure if
the family will start up again this
season, but feels at the same time,
that there is a good chance they will.
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A pioneer in the crab industry
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Ed Janes is a pioneer in the
Newfoundland crab industry. He's
been in the fish processing business
in Hant's Harbour ten years, but
went into crab six years ago when he
saw so much of it going to waste in
fishermen's nets. Since Ed started
on the Island four other plants have
become involved in crab. According
to Ed, there is a fairly good supply or

crab. He gets it from Placentia Bay,
Conception Bay and along the
Avalon's southern shore. However,
Conception Bay is almost "caught
out." Ed attributes this to fishermen
switching over to crab last year
because other species were
becomi!lf!: difficult to catch. He feels

crab has to be controlled because
"they are like no other specie, they
don't increase ~idly - if they are
too heavily fished. they will become
fished out."

Nonnally. it's a good product,
money·wise, for his operation.
Unfortunately, the future doesn't
look too !right since the bottom fell
out of the industry. Ed says this is
due to over1X"oduction, and also the
depressed economies of the United
States and Europe. Last year he sold
these countries a substantial
quantity, but Olus far this year he
hasn't sold them any. He had to close
down his crab operation early and
"our future doesn't look too good in

terms of starting up again in the
spring," he says. "We have our
warehouses full, our inventories are
the highest in our history, and unless
something happens, the future woo't
look very good."

He feels that generally crab is a
stable product because it is a lumry
item and a steady market can be
found for It In restaurants. But it's
too expensive for families to buy
now and restaurants aren't buying
much "because people aren't eating
out like they use to," says Ed. Eds
only salvation will be if they start
promoting crab in the States and
Europe, Instead of just products
such as cod and nounder.

Ray explains that he had been
canning 18 years before any of
hisproducts were inspected. But
when the federal inspection
regulations came into effect, Ray
began to have serious troubles which
eventually ended with Ray losing
the business he had devoted his life
to. He has felt all along that these
inspections should have been im­
plemented along with' Con­
federation, but they weren't and so,
overnight, he had tomodernize his
factory to comply with the in-

Tlte rise and fall
of a canning factory

Ray Everleigh of Comfort Cove is Ray went ioto farming. His
a man with energy, ideas and a lot of principal markets were the islands
knowledge of canning and crops. But of New World and Fogo. The
like many of us, his life hasn't been residents used to come to his wharf
easy and right now it's down right during the faU and buy a winter's
rotten. supply. But when New World Island

Ray and his family grew up in- got a causeway in 1968 and Fogo got
dependently during the depression, regular ferry service, the residents
growing vegetables and farming. began to buY weekly from the
Uving in Nortre Dame Bay, not too wholesalers who visited the islands
far from the inalnd mining town of by truck. Says Ray, "We had no
Buchans, his family saw a captive storage for our products, wo we had
market for lobsters and soon they to buy two trucks. But since we were
were in the canning business. In a only making$8,OOD or $7,000 a year, I
short period of time they built up a lost money 00 this." But by then Ray
lobster canning business to the had long been beck in the canning
enent that one swruner they bought business. Over the years he has
tOO,OOO 11:8. and canned over 1,000 canned 22 different varieties of
clSes, with 48 cans in a case. Flush Newfoundland products turnip
with success and encouragement tops, blueberries, partidgeberries.
from the outside, they expanded beet, carrot, salmon, crab, fish roe,
their operation to include salmon rabbits, seal, chicken, to name a
and herring. Tbeir products were few. In one swnmer alone he canned
tested in St John's and a number IS,OOO cases.
wsa placed on all cans so that if
anything went wrong with the
product, the owner could be iden­
tified. During the lime ci the
depression,~e Everleigh's had built
up a $300,000 business. But then
Confederatioo came and with it,
problems.

The place where they had their
products tested was removed and
competition, helped along by
government money, came into the
neighborhood. The Everleigh family
Just couldn't compete, and in three
or four years they had to close down.

spection regulations. He built a
bigger plant, complete with
receivirc rooms and store rooms
and in order to have naming water
year-round, he built a dam with a
line under it. The sides of the dam
were of clay and after two big
storms, the soil ran into the line and
polluted it. The day after the storm
the inspectors arrived, tested the
water and turned it down because it
was polluted. "What really hurt me
was they didn't come back again to
test the water,"says Ray. "We had
to use a pone 2r4, of a mile away, but
we dido't have it hooked up in time
to wash the turnips and fraJt spoiled
all our turnip crop."

They Ray ran into trouble canning
rabbits. When he first started there
were no rabbit canning regulations,
but the second year he was told to
stop canning because the govern­
ment hadn't decided whether they
would issue regulations ornot.
"They said it would only be a few
days and they would be back with an
answer. r never got the answer yet,"
he says.

Then Ray had trouble with the
Department of Health. While car­
penters wereputttng an ezten.sion on
his plant, they used the washroom.
At this time Ray was esperimenting
with the canning ci cabbage. The
Department of Health arrived and
disapproved of the washroom
conditions in an area where food was
being prepared. They gave Ray a
summons to appear in court two
days before Christmas. They told
him to throwaway all the goods he
had on hand. Complained Ray,
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"Some of it was never inspected to
see whether it was good or bad. We
had to throwaway 100 cases of
mackerel."

Then Ray had trouble with strikes.
He had sown 200 lbs.of turnip seed,
but lost it all because his cans came
from Montreal and were held up
during a longshoreman's strike in
St. John's. He then ordered the cans
by rail and the railway went on
strike.

The crowning blow was the
herring. During 1973, he bought a
boat, went herring flShing and
packed herring fOf' George Dixon
Ltd., brokers in st. John's. The
herring was plentiful and 32,000 lbs.
was caught. But then the bottom fell
out of the market and he had to store
them in their canning factory, which
prevented him from canning last
swnmer. He took a loss of between
'18,000 - $20,000 on the herring. In

AugWit he shipped apprODmate1y
rT ,000 worth of be~ to DiJ:on,
hoping to get paid. He had nollK:k.By
that time he was quite far behind in
his mortgage pIIyments to the
Industrial Development Bank who
had helped him ezpand. This fall
IDB closed down Ray's plant and
called tenders for the building. Ray
has gone through every possible
avenue to try and rectify the
situation, but to no avail. It appears
that bad luck, coupled with some
inefficiency and the fact that two
canning factories exist in one
community has call1ed the downfall
of Ray Everleigh's lifetime
business.

He's bitter. He _s, "1bere was a
LIP program here last winter to
build a wharf. They got $21,000 and
the Department of Fisheries gave
them another '7,000. I can't un­
derstand how they can misuse

money when I had a business em­
ploying 30 people and couldn't be
helped. We offered it to the
Newfoundland and Labrador
Develo(Ulent Corporation, so long
as I and the rest of the employees
could keep their jobs, but they
wouldn't accept it. What I resent is
that over the years I've employed as
many as 100 people at a time, thus
adding to the economy.

Because of all the new regulations
I've had tomodernize, and that costs
money and so only recently have I
hut to borrow. And I've had some
bed luck and now I am completely
IgnOred by the government. The
biggest problem in this whole thing
was not enough leeway between the
drawing up of regulations and the
enforcing of them, not enough
consideration and not enough
lraining of inspectors. I ooo't know
where I will go from here."

T.]. Hardy of Port aux Basques
talks about the fishery

T.J. Hardy, Mayor and fish
merchant of Port au Basques, says
the fish are very scarce in his area,
and it's being caused by the foreign
draggers. And what fish that is
caught is only 2-5 poWlds.

His outfit is buying straight. In
other words, he is paying the same
price for fish whether it's large or
small. Right now cod fetches 13c a
pound and haddock 23c, and he says,
"We are trying to get the price up
another cent. If we don't, we won't
have any fishermen. Before 1975 is
over, we hope to pay fishermen 15c a
pound because even if a fishennan
only gets 200 Ibs. he'U still hopefully
make a day's pay."

Mr. Hardy recognizes that he is in
a good fLshing area. TIle fishennen
can fish all year round and can make
$200 a week, if the fish were there.
Gill nets aren't used, which also
improves the quality, and therefore,
the price of fish.

He claims that men in his area
won't go to the Fisheries College
because they feel they can learn
more in the fishing boat and earn
$12,()OO..$14,OOO at the same time.
Fishennen who are earning this
kind of money are considered to be
bona fide fishermen by Mr. Hardy.
"If a man moonlights at the fishery
he is not a bona fLde fisherman and

should not receive any benefits from
Government," he says.

Despite the troubles with the
fishery, Mr. Hardy feels adamant
that it should not be nationalized
because "Then we will have to do
what we are told." He says the
fishermen of his area don't want a
guaranteed income either, just a
better price for their fish. That way
they can keep their independence.

What will really help the fishing
industry is mechanized iongUning ,
says Mr. Hardy. Thi.s would involve
a machine that cuts the bait, baits
the trawl, hauls back the trawl, and
all the fisherman has to do is take
the fish off. This would cut back on
the nwnber of men on a longliner
whereas now it takes si.J: men to
operate a 10ngUner and each can
make '21)0 a week, with
mechanization three men could
make~ a week.

Mr. Hardy says what everyone
knows, the cost of gear has gone up.
"We use to get our trawl tubs from
Nova Scotia, but they put the price
so high that we are going to make
them ourselves. We also use
longliners more than dories and that
is one of the reasons their cost has
gone up so much. 1bere isn't any
market for dories."

As for his company's backlog or
fish, be says, "If we could get clear

of the inventories cJ. frozen fish we
have m hand, we'd be alright." His
biggest market is in the U.S., but he
abo sells to Scandinavian countries.,
Austrialia and France.
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The strike

Background on the strike
On Thursday. January 2. the

second trawlermen's strike
began. The first strike lasted
seven weeks. As Decks Awash
goes to press, the second strike is
entering its fifth week, and it:;
effects are being felt around the
Province. 4,500 people are out of
work and the economy is sagging
on the Burin Peninsula and in
other trawler centers.

As evel')'one who is familiar
with the strike situation knows,
the dispute centers around the
Harris Conciliation Board
Report, which was the outcome of
,ast summer's strike, and which
'las not yet been accepted totally
:ly the companies.

It was the Conciliation Board's
job to look at the dispute between
the trawtermen and five of the six
companies for whom the men
work: AUaotic Fish Processors,
National sea, Fishery Products,
Bonavista Cold Storage, and
Booth Fisheries. In a nutshell. the
Board was to look at aU items of a
monetary natW'e between the
union, local 465, and the com·
panies. Thirteen recom­
mendations came out of the
Report, but as soon as the Report
was released the companies
refused to support Recom­
mendation No.8, which says, in
essence, that trawlermen should
negotiate Income levels, and not
fish priees. Although it has not
been stated, it 1s asswned that
the companies and the union
accept the other twelve
recommendations.

It's been Newfoundland's
tradition that trawlermen be ~
adventurers; meaning that they
share the pro£its ...and the
losses...with the companies, on
the basis of powuls of fish caught.
When there are fish, this is fine,
but without management of the
resource, the number of fish
caught by Canadians, and
therefore Newfoundlanders, is
way down. And at least for the
next few years the outlook is not
bright. Consequently, the
trawlennen want their wages

based on houra worked, with
.increased benefits tied to the
catch.

Dr. Harris recommended that
the trawlennen be guaranteed
$360 per te~ trip, with an
average rate of~ per trip, or
approximately $13,00) per year,
depending 00 the amount of fish
caught. While a number of
trawlermen (and. we should add,
very few have read the Harris
Report), have continued to quote
a guaranteed $13,000 as what they
are after, Richard Cashin,
President of tbe Newfoundland
Fishermen, Food and Allied
Workers Union has continually
referred to No.8 of the Harris
Report, which does not state a
specific income.

It also should be pointed out
that on Page 34 of the Harris
Report, it says, "We applaud the
decision of the 1I1ion to forego the
temptation of demanding a
straight wage system."
Therefore, one can asswne that
while the union is after a com­
pletely new system of payment to
the trawlermen, the union is not
after $13,000, nor do they reject
completely the Incentive system.
However, they want to make sure
that if the fish are not there, the
trawlennen will still earn a
decent wage which should be in
the neighbourhood of the
suggested $13,000.

In the last offer by the com­
panies, the trawlermen were
offered a guarantee of $150 per
man for a lo-day trip, which
would be a guarantee average of
$3,600, or a yearly average of
$11,568, if each trip netted an
average of 150,000 pounds. This
works out to a liWe less than hal!
of what Dr. Harris felt was ac­
ceptable. He recommended that
a trawlennan be guaranteed $360
per lQ-dav trip, if the catch was
below 100,000 pounds, with an
average rate of$S40, which works
ott to roughly $13,000 per year,
depending upon the amount of
fish caught over and above the
average 150,000 pounds.

However, in all of this talk
about wages, it must be
remembered that the men must
pay for their food and clothing
while at sea, so in fact, $13,000
would work out to be much less.
Also. if one understands the
situation correcUy, the recom­
mended $13,000 would be for
qualified trawlermen, and
Recommendation No. 10 would be
incorporated into the wage
system. No. 10 states that there is
a difference between fully
qualified and trainee trawler-­
men.

The companies say they cannot
offer more because they are
losing approximately 20c a pound
already. And in any case, the
companies say that whatever is
negotiated is good only until April
31, when the outcome of the
Federal Government's review of
their involvement in the industry
will take place. If no money is
received, then the companies say
they will have to close v.p shop.
Said Mr. Wells, the lawyer
representing the £ish companies,
before the strike, "No other in­
dustry is offering a 40 percent
increase for its employees while
taking a loss at the same time."
However, the Wlion's stand is
that it's not the trawlennen's
fault there is no money. A wage
based on hours worked should be
negotiated, and the companies
will have to find the money, the
best way they can.

The companies have com­
plained that the union is not
teUing the trawlermen the entire
story. On January 10, Mr. Wells,
representing the fish companies,
charged that the union had not
passed on to the trawlennen
another offer in which the
companies guaranteed $337 per
trip to any trawlennan sailing on
12 trips. Essentially then, the
companies were guaranteeing
$ll,OO()..$ll,~ annually, but
would guarantee nothing if any

ContlrwM 01'/ nat~
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The Harris Report
With Recommendation No.8 of the

Harris Report ringing in everyone's
ears these days, we tend to lose sight
of the other recommendations and.
rationalizations of the Report, which
we haven't heard of since the late
news the nighi the Report was
made public

The Conciliation Board was set up
by the Provincial Government's
Manpower & Industrial Relations
Department, and its emphasis was
to "invesligate and report on all
items of a monetary nature affecting
the relationship between tra.ler
fishermen and operators .....

The terms of reference of the
Board were specifically pointed
toward making recommendations
with regard. to "the economic ability
of the companies to maintain or
increase prices of fish .....

What, in effect, the Board did. was
to study the situation and then come
up with recommendations that not
only brought the fishermen's
situation into focus, but indeed. may
bring about a complete and utter
change in the whole of the trawler
industry. The ramifications, if the

Background
Conrimud [rom pre"joul pogre

man took Jess than 12 trips. The
Harris Report recommends 24
trips as being a satisfactory
amoWlt in terms of productioo
and the time necessary for a man
to spend at home. It's felt by the
companies that unless the
nwnber of trips are guaranteed,
they would have difficulty getting
a crew together once the
trawJerman had earned a certain
amount. It is also felt by the
companies that an incentive
s)'!item is necessary, not only
because they can't afford to pay
any more than the amota1t of fish
caught, but also the men would
not work Wlle.ss there was an
incentive system. The men
counteract this by saying, "What
else is there to do at sea?"

'The companies feel that the
Harris Report should not be
considered "the last word," as it
was written in haste .ithout

Report is accepted and acted upon.
will be felt throughout the whole of
the fishing industry.

'The recommendaUons, and their
basis, follow:

1. 11ds recoDllDCDdatioa .tates
tbat t. ....vtve. tbe htdustry mldt
t.creue ~turDS .. fisbetmea aad
will probably have to iDc:re.e them
fartIaer ID the futlu'e.

Tbe Board say. it recognizes the
rigorous, and often dangerous, type
of work to which trawlennen are
subjected, and it says. "It is quite
clear that deep-sea fishing is
becoming less and less attractive to
Newfoundlanders." The Board goes
00 to say that while earning powers
may sometimes ezceed land-based
occupations, there is constantly a
note of insecurity about poor cat·

~~'ng~uau:r:DI~h~~r::::
problems in an increasingly
"security" oriented world.

Z. 1be Board, wttbiD. Ita: \enDS of
refereace. suggests that the com·
pules cauot coatbaue to meet the
price of flsb paJd .. of 30th July,
m•.

knowing all the facts.

The Government is main­
taining a "hands off" policy in
the dispute, unless as John
Crosbie says, "It reaches a point
where the public interest is at
jeopardy'." However, it has been
recognized by the Harris Con­
ciliation Report that when the
strike is over, "Government
intervention is essential to
sustain the industry Wltil such
time as appropriate control of the
resource can be established and a
rationalized harvesting policy
developed." Furthermore. ''that.
for the Jresellt, Goverrunent
intervention must take the form
of subsidy and that direct sub­
sidies to the companies would
appear to create fewer Jroblems
than would the payment of
mmsidies to the fishennen."

It's not Decks Awash's purpose
to lake a stand on such an issue,
but we hope the public does, in
order to help tring about the end
rJ. a costly strike.

According to the Board, the
average loss per pound of fish
processed in the plants. depending
on the catch m.ix and type of
processing, is anywhere from 12c to
3Oc. It says it "Is convinced that the
continuation of prices and costa
obtained on 30th July, 1974 would
leave them all in the positioo of
sustaining heavy losses in their
trawler operations."

3. ThiI obllenadoa deals wO *
market e»DdItM., wilidl UYIq
.ofleDed over I.be put year .......
the aboftr~U- .
mort: promlDea.t upL

The higher wages necessary,
lower prices obtained, coupled with
poor catches, puts the haure for the
companies' operations into •
definite loss situation, the Ikcd
says.

4. 5. ,. 6: 7. 'I'bNe recem­
meadaUou deal wilb dte pr.,..aI
th8t to order to CHtine, ,. 1M
I_rim, I.be compuiellUR reeeIft
govUDDlftlt .abaidbatIeL

The Board suggests that the
subsidy program be deUvered to the
companies, that it wU1 require a
careful monitoring and control
system, to aUow Government
subsidization.

The Board .lJ88eSlS ..... the
subsidy program be delivered to the
companies, that it will require a
careful monitoring and control
system, to allow Government the
latest infonnation on prlces. market
conditions and other related data.
and finally. that the subaidy will
vary from company to company,
depending on many factors. .8. Tbls Is .... _

wblcb ba. cau.ed Uae lar,ut
problem between IUIioa ... ctID­
pur· The computet ret.e te
accept the Idea dull, ''tnwlermeli
Decollate DOt the price .r .......
rather. the lDcome level lIIat w01 be
aitahaable for fulI..tbile .......

This recommendation w.. hued
on what the Board felt .. ..
necesaityfor worten,« any type. to
be able to fWl<:tion normally in a
modern, changing society. The
Iloal'd fell the old .ystem 01 JlOYiatl
the fishermen a share« tile catch
price tu.. been outdated by mocIom,
societal needs, and that '\be •
comes of the trawler fimermea.
averaged over 52 week year, baftri.senbyless thM15 __

l!I70". The Boord poinU out ....,
during the same period miDen in St.
Lawrence have had. 50 pIlI"t'IIIt PQ'hlke, fish cutten. 70__



Bernard Dool~y

'5

Harris Report t~o.~:: ~:O=:::~OIlt='-:
and shipyard workers in Marystown programs ad the accompaoyiq
have gotten a 66 percent pay packet dUfereallaU•• Into IrBiDee .ad
1.ncreBse. expedeDced lilbermeD, lD relaUo.
~~~~~~~=: to earDlq ~r.
an increase must be accompanied 11. The 80Ird rtcOmmeDded tat

by an effort on the part of the It sboold be • matter of gave
workers to increase their "concern to the parUel, as wella. &0
'professionalism'. "No fisherman Government", that cOOitrads are
should be asked to place his carried out llIlIy.
economic well being in jeopardy to U. The Beard SQUested tbat
ensure the viability of a particular \'acatkta paY,lda staDdard rate of t
industry... perceDt, be recGg.bed as •..~. =~~' :. R~~~Y~ desirable uae for tile flsbermea.
equity. aD appropriate retW"n on his All in all, the Harris Report is
investment in labour; the capitalist viewed as an equitable one by aU
can legitimately expect a return on parties, with the exception of
his investment that makes t,he recommendaUon No.8, and that one
labour both possible and profitable." is destined to change the course

t. 11lII recommeDdaUoD suggests of an industry that has been
&bl ... ,.nIeI bave to realize lbe operating on a principle that dates
.ell f.~ plalllliag aDd from the 16th century. when, as
'~u.e fer tbe &oa& ru.ce. U John Cabot reported 100 years
RCla" ~t ,ovenmeDts, com- before, fish were so plentiful it
.... ad _Joa. m..t tate part ill required merely a basket to scoop
.... them up.===----.."....--=-...",.-....:.--------, ~~~ :::/~:r yl~arho~~ic~ ~;~What the Marystown including Saluroay and Sunday. and

I have a new home, 11 wife and two

I kids to look after." Bernard, liketraw ermen say everyone else,wants the company to
• • • accept recommendation no. 8 mIlle

Joe Walsh hal been a dect hand on Another trawlerman said, "Just Harris Report, but he, like other
a trawler for five years and he was a three days ago I heard that the Gape trawlermen, don't feel that everyone
fLsberman long before that. He's got Freels caught nine Russian stern should automatically be guaranteed
some pretty strong opinions about trawlers ~f Cape Bonavista. 1ben $13,000. Says Bernard, "We have to
what's happening now, especially we look for a few extra dollars to look at this $13,000, and made sure
aiDce be made only $S,OOO during make a living and they don't want to there is a limit. If you are going to
It'14. give it to us. U seems they are trying have holidays, that's fine, but )'OU

Joe,likeall trawlermen, isst sea to make us suffer." have to make sure that people don't
for appronmateiy 10 days, and he's Because there are so few fish, the get a month or two off after that, and
in port fer 24 hours, between trips. fishermen aren't earning much still get $13,000 at the end ~ the
During one of his trips last year he money, and consequently, most of year."
made only $50, and the most he ever them are after a guaranteed wage. Other than trying to make a living,
made was $300. The problem is, the Says Joe Walsh, "1 would like to get another reason why the trawlermen
fish are just not there. Says Joe, what we're after in the Harris want a decent wage is to aUract
"We were catching cod, nOWlder, Report. Even if we get what we are others to the industry. Says Joe
grey IOle and cat fish, but if we get after, we'd only be getting the Walsh, "A lot of people look down on
5,000 poWidi of cod a trip we're minimum wage for 340 days at sea, thefisbennen, butif we can get what
lucky. Five years ago we'd get at $2.25 an hour. Peot:We say that we're looking for, more people will
230,000 poamds of fish a trip, but now when the fish aren't there, we don't think better of us."
we average more like 15,000. The work. But they are wrong. All three trawlermen had parents
lut time I saw a 50 poWld cod was Scmetimes the trawl is all tom up who fished, but none of them would
three years ago." and we have to stay up 24 hours to fix recommend it for their children. All

Another trawlerman said, "Last it." John Murphy, a trawlerman for three say they can't do anything
year in Cape George, off Nova four years and the father of 7 else; they either haven't got the
Scotia, we were told not 10 go inside ~hildren, agrees. "I never lost a trip education, or haven't been trained.
the limit, and we had about 30 boats LR 1974 and I made about $4,000. Says Bernard, "I tried to get into the
tbete from Newfoundland and Nova Aboard boat we work 16 holD's a day, Fisheries College several times, but
Scotia, arxI we were there 00 the and when we're not getting fish, we couldn't because they were either
nlCeltkindofadaywatchinglOor12 sometimes wort. the hardest filled or I didn't have enough
bic RWBian factory ships in two or because we are (iSIng deck gear." education. '!be one fault ~ these
three miles ofbhore cleaning up the Says Bernard Dooley, a places is that they turn down the
wbole works." trawlerman for 5'1.1 years, "I only man who intends to go fishing and
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Richard Cashin and the strike

Trawlermen..

·"£izhl. dshr, ~ight..•

mdustry ine££iclent and un·
(roductive and would ultimately kill
the Newfoundland deep-sea trawler
flSheries."

Mr. Cashin says the system the
industry has used to this date must
change. The ~adventurer, or lay
system, dictates that the fishermen
must share a small percentage of
usuable landed fish, the majority of
the price going to the people who
own the boat, their co-adventurers,
that is, the company who buys the
fish.

He says, " ... It's really just a
matter of waiting it out lUltil they
have to agree with the principle of
income levels set exclusive of fish
prices. It's not an ordinary kind of
negotiation where you are X dollars
apartj weare fighting for a different
concept, so, therefore, it is worth the
men's while to spend several months

dangerous profession, for unlimited
numbers of hours, wtder com­
fortable conditions, only to find (ish
he has caught are not suitable for
processing, and that he won't be
paid for catching them. Most
everyone agrees t.hLs is so. Most
everyone, that is, except the com­
panies for whom the lrawlerman
works.

The companies have publically
stated, "One conclusion - Number 8
in the Report . we must reject,
because It would completely
eliminate the cateh--6hare incentive
which we believe is absolutely
essential to maintaining a vigorous
8f!d productive fishing industry in
Newfoundland."

This statement is followed by
another, "1bere is no doubt in oW'
mi.rKk that a straight, total, across
the board guaranteed annual wage
would simply result in making the

••at ,It.'r W'Y••••y ••••
Mr•. John 'Murphy, Mrs. Leonard Hanrahan and Mrs.

Joe Walsh are three wives 01 trawlermen in the
Marystown area. Mrs. Murphy linds lile without her
husband lor ten or eleven days very lonely. She says it's a
big responsibility raising six children, and running a
home, alone. For her, the time is long - "Sometimes 11eel
closed in, and at times it gets you down, but I have to put
up with it." Given three wishes, she says "I would wish lor
a better income so 1 could give the children more, 1 would
wish for all my children to get a good education, and I
would wish lor the lishermen to get what the Harris Report
r.com mends."

Mrs. Hanrahan, a fi.herman's wife lor 34 years, says
that although her husband often came home Irom a trip
with as little as $19, they have made out. She grew her own
vegetables, spun her own wool, made the children's
clothes, had 30·40 hens, a couple of cows, and made her
own bread. "If my husband came home with $'0 in the loll
we bought in por/rt, beel, flour and sugar - we had then you meet someone who has
everything else." been to Fisheries College walking

On really windy nights Mrs. Hanrahan has aat up all arolmd doing nothing. You couldn't
night liatening to the draggers on the radio, to see il the pay him enough money to go aboard
wind would die down. She says, "I would know the night a trawler and wort."
my husband was coming home, and I would ait up and wait No matter what it costs, they are
for him. and whatever time he got in I would have determined to hold out (or recom­
aomething cooked and we would sit and talk". mendation No.8. Says John Murphy,

Mrs. Walsh. married only two years, understandably "I've seen it as rough as it is now
says, "The hardest part 01 being married to a trawlerma" when we were being reared up, but
is his being away Irom home ten or eleven days at a time. then we had our own vegetables and
Alao, when he comes home, he could have $50 or he may wood stoves. After this strike It
have $100. I'm enjoying this strike Irom the point of view of might take me four years to get bact
having my husband home lor awhile." on my feet, but I'll hold out. I have

It's a lonely Iile -Irom a woman's point of view.. good credit, so I can borrow and payL-- .J it back when I go fishing.

Richard Cashin sits, half slouched.
in a standard office chair. smiles,
and pouts out, for the umpteenth
time this week, that there is one
reason, and one reason only I the
trawler-men's strike has been on SO
long. The reason is Recom·
mendation Number Eight of the
Harris Conciliation Board Report.

The recommendation states, "The
trawlennen should negotiate with
companies not the price of fish, but
rather,lhe income level that will be
attainable for full-time work." What
lhis means is that trawlermen, who
ba! the same obligations, plans.
«earns and worries as all of us,
should reasonably expect to know
how much, and when he will be paid
at the eod r:A his working period.

Mr. Cashin says, it is
unreasonable to expect a man to
involve himself in a potentially



m this situation. If they return to sea
now, without having changed the
system, they will probably be worse
olfthan lfthey hadn't tried. because
they would have been tested and
found wanting, and it would have
been a case of it having been better
never to have lost."

What he says about the new
system is basic: If the Federal and
Provinctal Governments are going
to support the industry I and they
have coounitted this already. the
company only has to commit itself,
in a written contract, to a standard
wage for a standard work period.
TIle amoWlts. sources and types of
wages can be worked out between
the companies and the union,
presumably with Goverrunent in­
volvement.

"We don't think the ability to pay
is that much of an issue. because the
Federal Goverrunenl is committed
to assisting the industry. and that
means they filLSt be prepared to say
they believe the level of assiatance i.s
sufficient to give, say, $13,000, or it
isn't".

Mr. Cashin says the union can do
little until the companies accept
Recommendation No. eight, except
to keep up morale and interest. He
has no opinions of when the strike
may be settled. and professes not to
know from where will come the
pressure to make the companies
accept the recommendation.

A union 'propaganda' sheet,
however, states in capital letters,
THIS STRIKE WIlL END WHEN
THE PROVINCIAL AND
FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS
MAKE UP THEIR MINDS TO
ACCEPT RECOMMENDATION
NUMBER EIGHT. (emphasis ours).
Double meaning, or not, this may be
the euct situation between the
Govenunent and the trade at this
time.

The bulletin, printed by the union
office, approaching 40 pages in
length, offers a brief history of the
strike. It says, "On the 23rd. day of
July, 1974, the fisbennen who sailed
on the trawlers...refused to sail
because they were unable to cope
with the inflated CC8ts of living on
the small incomes which trawler
lislung brougbl them.

"The fish companies went to
Ottawa once again to get assUtance.
The companies alone: would decide
what, if any, part of the money
would be passed on to the fisbennen.
This issue was the begi.nn1ng of the
dispute."

"

The bulletin goes on to explain the
role of the Harris Board, and that
the boats returned, in September, to
sea, pending that Report. The
Conciliation Board reported, and on
December 24th. at a meeting be(­
ween the parties, the companies
offered the IIDion an additional 3.6c
per pound and a guarantee at the
end 0112 trips to make up to $33.00
per day, the wages for each day
spent at sea. 1be bulletin explains
that as no prO'ri&ioo had been made
for lost trips, down time, or bad fish,
the offer w. unacceptable. It also
wasn't in IiDe with the recom­
mendation no. eighL

The bulletin says that while the
wioo was seeking permission from
its members to negotiate with the
companies 00 the conciliation
replXt's idea, the companies held a
press confermce, and at that time
Uthe strike became public." It was
in this' preu conference the
statements quoted earlier were
made.

Mr. Casbio, speculatively, is
critical of the Government's
reluctance to eet involved. He feels
they will have to eventually, as the
trade and the Governments work so
closely together now.

He says nationalization, or a part.

DICKS
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public, part·private ownership
system, of the industry, must be
looked at as a long·term objective.
He says this would apply only to the
catching section of the industry,
however, and that it is probably in
the minds of several bodies who are
studying the fishery in Provincial
and Federal Governments now. He
equates a standard wage contract
with pl"ofessionalism and dismisses
the companies' misgivings about not
having competent men on the
trawlers if they have a guaranteed
wage.

Mr. Cashin says, "One of the by·
products of changing the system and
giving stability of earning power,
will be stability of manpower."

Perhaps the union, and the men on
strike, may find it hwnorous, but a
small filler in the propaganda
bulletin reads like this:

"JOBS-JOBS
Trawlennen wanted to work in

Canada's oldest industry
Work-Hard
Hours· Long

Conditions- Hazardous
Pay-Maybe

Apply at any trawler company
office."

Grim; prophetic; or, merely
ironic? Only the future will tell.



THE "OH GOSH,
IT'S THURSDAY
AND WE STILL
DON'T HAfE GUS
ETCHEGARY"
DEPT.

We would like to
take this opportunity
to apologize for tbe
lack of a story deallog
directly wltb tbe
companies' side of tbe
trawlermen's strike.
We tried un·
successfully to con·
taet Gus Etcbegary,
spokesman for tbe
companies, but, Mr.
Etcbegary's scbedule
over tbe past two
weeks bas been
becUc, and, we bave
run out of Ume.

Tbe companies'
position bas been
stated througbout tbe
otber media,
bowever, and Is built
Into m any of tbe
stories In this Issue,
albeit someUmes In a
crlUcal sense.

Mr. Etcbegary will
be given a cbance to
say b1s piece In fur·
tber Issues' updaUng
stories on tbe strike.

10
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Raoul Andersen...on the strike

It'l d~d shop for National Sn rhtk dlzyl

Raoul Andersen, ProCessor of
Anthropology at Memorial
University. woo has specialized in
marine cultures and societies. says
the current trawlermen's strike has
been "in the making for a long
lime."

Me. Andersen says when he first
came to the south coast in the early
sixties to do graduate work among
lraw!ennen, he felt the men needed
someone to speak their grievances
to. "The Wlion wHler Mr. Cashin",
says Mr. Andersen, "has provided
that forwn, and the lrawlermen
have an organized voice."

Mr. Andersen feels that
management, which had looked
~n the trawler operation as an
innovative and viable industry.
wasn't taking the views of the men
too seriously unill now. He says,
"The kind of crisis we have right
now probably could have been
avoided if there had been
management in the fish trades more
responsive to what the Harris
Report has called 'social needs of
manpower'. t,

Me. Andersen views the Harris
Report in a favourable light. He says
it could have been "bullish", pinning
blame and forcing one or the other of
the parties into a corner. He thinks it
Is a fair assessment of the situation,
and suggests this is borne out by the
fact that the union and management
have agreed that most of the
recorrunendations are soWld ones.

He says the wage hike for
trawlermen is "incontestible",
given the nature of the work and
personal investment that the men
make in the way of risks, sacrifices,
etc. "You take a man of 63 years. He
is a steady member of a crew in a
key position. In 1973 he grossed
about $12,000; he brought home
about $6,500. He has spent 41 years
at sea fishing, and out of that time
has spent about IS years with his
family. Surely, this man is entitled
to an improvement in the certainty
01 reward for his skills, and other
considerations outside basic pay."

The Harris Report suggests an
incentive system for fishermen
based on their degree o(
"pro(essionalism". Mr. Andersen
says professionalism is a concept
that cuts across all occupations and
in the fishery is an important one.
He sWZKesls that the fishery hasn't

been emphasiZing this a:>pect of the
trawlennan's job and suggests two
reasons why.

He says it has been argued that
skippers thetruielves discourage
"pro(essionahsm" because they
(ear they might lose good trained
men to other skippers and com­
parnes.

Asecond realOn has been the lack
o( foresight on the part o( all con­
cerned to allow the trawlennan a
place to use his skills and abilities in
management and other shore
positions, if for some reason he must
stop fishing. Says Mr. Andersen,
"The retired trawlermen see
themselves as being able to get jobs
at labour, semi-skilled construction
or on the plant's production line
only. Then skills are being wasted.
~ew alternatives can, and must be,
developed within the industry it­
self."

Mr. Andersen says for years the
trawlennen have been involved in
small skirmishes with management.
Small victories have been registered
in cases where the men could force
situations without making them­
selves too vulnerable to
management retaliation. For
example, the turnaround has gone

from less than 24 hours to 48.
Mr. Andersen sees several

possibilities as being interim
sol~tions, but~ it is the long-term
which he feels IS not going to be dealt
~ith properly. He says, "My feeling
IS management, labour and
Government must put their heads
together to begin to design a fishery
for the future of Newfoundland.

"I don't think the fear that the
fishery is ended is realistic. I think
we're too close to the resource not to
be involved In it for some years. But
that doesn't mean the same number
of men will be required to produce
the same amount of fish we are
having today"" he says, explaining
that mechamzation and new
methods will release men from the
work force and increase catches.

Me. Andersen says that no matter
what the final outcome of the
current dispute Is, the greatest
problem facing the fishennan is the
time he spends ~way from family
and shore corrunltments. "You can
mcrease wages to some extent, and
attract a lot more people and hold
them for a. period of time, but there
IS a growmg disenchantment with
absence from the family com­
munity."



"Do _ haw to lIlY .,ythinX·"

~ Marystown union httll
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uo Barry, MHA 101' Prauntio West. makes his vote coont

Frank tttlb to the boyL
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The bright spots

Canadian
Saltfish
Corporation
The one bright spot "In the fis~

horizon ill Newfowl<Uand today IS
the slow. but definite achievemell:l of
the Canadian SalUish r;:orporah~.

In the five years since Its mcepboa
the Corporation has brought salt fish
beck into the main stream of the
NewfowHfland economy. and has
made the fishermen realize that
there is money to be made from
NewfowuUand salt £ish. Seven years
ago many fishennen, and many
businessmen connected with the
fishery. were prepared to write cif
the salt fish industry for good.

AideD Maloney. President of the
Corporation, says, "It was
inevitable that it would take the
flShermen some lime to get used to a
new organization. Now, in ~he fifth
year of its operation, there is a very
full understanding by fishermen of
what the Corporation is doing, and
what it intends to do." As a result,
many requests come to both
Governments, and the Saltfish
Corporation to "et into other things,
for example, marketing of herring
and mackerel. Several meetings
have been held between the
Goverrunent and the Corporation on
this possibility.

Says Mr. Maloney, "I believe the
Government is sympathetic

towards toe views of the fishermen
in this regard. 1 think this could be
done to the advantage of the
fishermen, in freighting costs alone.
For instance, we send a vessel to a
place in Labrador where there are a
couple of hWlClred weight of salt
fish, and in the same place there
could be oW or SO barrels of herring,
but we can't touch it. Someone else
has to come and collect it, so the
fisherman is paying two freight
costs. If we could handle these
species we could improve the cost,
which would improve the returns to
fishermen. Also, some of the salt fish
markets have buyers for mackerel
and herring."

When the Corporation started they
were operating on the quintal basis,
a system that goes back about 400
years. Two years ago they changed
to the pound basis, and probably in
the near future will change again to
the metric s)'Stem.

In 1974 there was an increase of 20
percent in the production of salt fish,
the first increase since the Cor·
poration began. This could be
considered a good omen, as 1974 was
a bad year for the fishing industry
with heavy ice conditions and late
starts. Mr. Albert Perlin, a member
of the Salt Cod Advisory Board says,
"I am astounded at the recovery of
salt cod. One reason for this is some

of the major competitors such as
Norway and Iceland are reducing
their output of salt cod fish and
turning to the processing of fresh
fish. Another reason is salt cod is
easily preserved, therefore par.
ticularly desirable in warm humid
countries. However, despite the salt
cods successful comeback, we can
never So back to the days when a
million quintals were produced,
even if the cod were there, because
we would be in the ~ition of five
years ago when the Goverrunent had
to take it off our hands, rather than
buying il"

Two years ago, one of the biggest
problems of the Corporation was
that fishennen were not lnterested
in salling cod. So, the SaIlfish
C>rporation bought fresh from the
fi'lhermen, installed splitting
machines in plants, and had the fish
split and salted by personnel hired
on an hourly or weekly basis for this
purpose. This system was so ef·
ficient and effective that the Cor­
poralioo now has as many as forty
such buying statiODi all over the
Wand. Mr. Maloney says, "In the
near future au fISh will be bought
fresh (rom the filbennen and salted
in plants. The fishermen themselves
want to see itdone this way, it hasn't
been imposed on them. II



Saltfish Corp.

ConcbJdeJ

One of the most successful ven­
tures of the Sailfish Corporation was
the noating barge on the Labrador
Coast. Tom Roberts ol Uttle ~y
Islanda, ..,.., '1bis is one of the best
things that ever happened to' the
L.abrador because they give won­
derful service, and it's the first time
that the fishermen of Labrador ever
bad any aervice." 1be barge was
installed by the Corporation in,.
response to a questionnaire cir­
culated to aboat liS longliner skip­
pers. It provided a place for
fishermen to sell their catch, get
fresh supplies, and personal clean­
~ facilities. This floating station
proved so successful that the
Government and the Corporation
are lookiqJ into the possibility of
establbbing more of them on the
Labrador Coast and around the
Island. The fixed shore premises
don't offer the versatility of a mobile
plant. The idea of the floating barge
eventually would be to have them
momle to move as close as possible
to the areas where longliners are
fishing.

The markets for salt fish are
es.sentially the traditional ones of
Puerto Rico, Trinidad, Brazil,
Jamiea, Barbados, Italy, Greece,
Portugal and Spain, with good
markets also In the United States.

The biggest problem for the
Saltfish Corporation at present is
getting enough fish to supply
markets. This is one area that will
receive most attention in 19;'5. The
Corporation is hoping to increase its
number of buying stations, some of
which wU have new splitting
machines in an attempt to boost
production. Last year the Cor·
poraUon began using containerized
shipping, and this will continue
because of its efficiency in shipping
the product to the various markets
aU over the world without anyone
having to lay a hand on it.

In 1975 the Canadian Saltfish
Corporation can look back on its
first five years with pride. It can
look into the future and know that if
the fishermen of Newfoundland can
supply the fish, the Corporation can
market it with good returns.
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New trends in fishing
Don Best of Fogo is an Extension Departmenllnstructor for the College

of Fisheries, as well as a fisherman. Last summer his 36' longliner, the
MPJ, wason charterfor 30 days to the Department of Fisheries to test an
electric reel, developed and produced in Iceland. The electric deep sea
fishing reel Is driven by an electric motor powered by either a 12 or 24 volt
battery. It will work up to approximately 270 fathoms (:)00 metres) of 1.8·
2.0 rom nylon line, which 15 attached to approximately 3 fathoms (5.5
metres) of 1.2·1.3 mm nylon hook line with 5-6 plastic worms, no. 11 or 12,
and one 4.5 lb. sinker

Although fish were scarce during the 30 days, Don feels the electric reel
is one of the best devices to come along. It weighs only 40 pounds, can be
used on any size boat, and 4,()()o'5,OOO quintals can be hauled in with no
trouble at all. There is no manual labour involved with the reel. Once put
in the water, the reel automatically cuts out and the fisherman remove.
the !ish from the'line. Tom claims lhat If the fish were available, one
could get five times the amoWll in a day that was previously gotten with a
handline. .

The only problem is cost, and getling one. Right now the manufacturer
in Iceland retails them at $S5O, but the company does not think they can
be exported. Leckie's in St. John's has contacted a company in l'ova
Scotia which has agreed to build them, but they may cost in the neigh­
bourhood of $1,000. HOllo'ever, it is likely there will be a subsidy.

Don has never liked gill netting. He says it's hurting the industry and
there is no control on their number. The last five years he reckons that
anywhere from soo-8OO gill neLS have been lost between Twillingate and
the Funk Islands. Tom says. "I think we would see the end of gill netting
eventually if we c::ould have three or four years good results Iloilh lhe
aUlomatic:: reel."

Tom has always been an experimentor. He brought the first Japanese
trap to Fogo in 1968 and he did quite well with it. But it wasn't until last
year that it caught on with other fishermen. Don expec::ts tbat there will be
about 30 Japanese traps in the area this season. Last year the twine or
webbing for tbe traps COlt approximately $3,100 nd there was no sub­
sidy, but tbis year there is a subsidy
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How the fisheries Department

uses your tax dollar
.\RE YOU INTERESTED IN \4-HAT 'fOUR
PROl'INClAl. DEPARTMENT OF FlSHERIES 15
0011\'(;' HOW ARE THEY USING YOUR L4.X
DOLLAR' USTED BELOW ARE SOME OF TJ/l
PROJECtS IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN IN·
VOf,VEU DURING THE PAST YEAR

AQUACUU"URE SURVEY

.4. Japall~.e expert in this field examilt('d all areas oj
the Pro""e., with panible polentiol/or dewlopment
of aquoc-... ltun!'.

EXPLORATORY FISHING FOR WHELK
1'0 determine the commercial quali!)' 0/ "helb:. as (I

11I('(-,".' of diversifying the inshore fi.hery.

SEAWEED SURVEY
Part 0/ a jllX'-year program to aeee.!;! commercial
potenlial 0/ variou! seaweeds along Newfoundland's
('oasl

fiSHERMEN'S TECHNlCAL UPGRADING

f i.ht>rmrn 1sil New/oW'ldland. Ccmo:da. and oth..r
courlfnt>s '<I i"crean skills in fish harvesting and
haTldJu1B Ie<:'hniques.

INSHORE FISHING GEAR DEMONSTRATION &:
DEVEI.OPMENT
An introduction to mechanlted line fishing and Scottish
rinR Ilelting

NEWFOUNDLAND COD TRAP MODIFICATION
Twenty-five cod Iraps were modified by inserting
'wi"kers'

HERRING-MACKEREL TRAP INTRODUCTION
Experim('nt. ,"'ilh aloltomatic line fishing system, ring
"et /ishinlf, and trap modification.

DUTCH BEAM TRA WLING

Introduction of this method to Canadian trawler
fishermen

PRODVCT DEVELOPMENT &: ENHANCEMENT
$190.000 was expended to promote further utilization of
fish products. development oj speciality products and
procusi"g oj by-product•.

EEL SUR\'EY
To dE'termine wh('ther rh'er. along the coastline of
Ne...,!oundland contained sulfidenl quantity oj im­
mature ('els to fH.:o IoIsed a. a sloIpply source Jar a com·
mercial sized eel farm. ,
CONVERSION OF PENNYLUCK Il
To det('rmine iJ it was capable of Ji.shing both bottom

and lI1id· ...·ater Rear.

SCALLOP Jo'ARMING
Experill1('nts carried out In Placentia Bay and Port au
Port Bay.

HARMON VESSELS
Two longliners bought by Provincial Government-eo
(-nsure constant supply oj herring to processing plant
irt Stephertvilfe, also converted for experimental
fi.hing in ....aters oLitside the reach of smaller
'onRlirters.

MULTI-PURPOSE VESSEL.S
Three &$-fool steel vessel. constructed at Marystown
Shipyards. capable of /i.hing ground/i.h trawls, mld­
waler trawls or stern seines Ort a sin,le voya,e.

FLOATING BARGE FOR LABRADOR
Provides fi.hermen with lee.making equipment,
reJrigerated .torage space, fuel, water, general
supplies. elc.

GOVERNMENT TRAWLER PROGRAM
A new trawler /leet to facilitate development of a
viable fishing industry, auid in catching qlolota.; of/set
$easonality oj the fishing industry, iltcreaU! catch
capability irt middle and deep water, and ensure supply
for smal"."r Jish plant operatiorts.

VESSEL PERFORMANCE STUDY
A review by the Federal Department of Environment
of its policy art subsidies to fishing ve"els,

FISHING GEAR REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
Compensation up to half Ihe COlt oj ,ear fOit throuah
weather condition•. Northwe.t Coast storm damage
assistartce. $15,!JOO.45; Placentia Bay lee Blockage,
$72,136.26; Lobsler Pot Rep,acement, $132,860.00, and
General Fi.hing Gear Replacement, $889,236.95.

INSHORE FISHERIES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Bountyon newlyconstructedJishing boats _ $10.00 per
Jt. Ort boots 20-30 ft.; $12.50 per It. 011 boots 31-35 /to
Bounty toaulst irt purchasing gill nets and trawl lines.

fiSHING GEAR BOUNTY
$435,305.36 art ,ill rte'-, $25,589.77 on nylon trawl line•.

FISHING BOATS (under JS') BOUNTY
$76,441.50 paid on 294 boats. A total of $451,374 WCU' paid
during the )lear, includin, advance payments OIl
",essels ,till under constructian.

FISHING &: COASTAL VESSEL REBUILDING &:
REPAIRS (BOUNTIES) PROGRAMS

The total bounties paid durl", the year amounted to
$6,442.15.
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