APRIL 1975 VOLUME 4 N©2







Introduction

In this issue we look briefly at the Great Northern Peninsula above Hawke’s
Bay. We take a look at the major problems and the economic and social future of
the.area. We talk to fishermen, fisherwomen, woodsmen, artists, housewives,
school children, plant workers, businessmen, and town officials to see how they
view their communities.

In the rest of the magazine we give you information on libraries, oil refineries,
stone houses, chicken manure, gill nets and Newfoundland’s past. There are lots
of pictures, of course, and letters to the editor.

p In this issue -~

Gill Net Problems
Stone House
GREAT NORTHERN PENINSULA SECTION

Union and Inshore Fishery
Refinery Finished
The Last Word
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Ghost fishing not problem,

gill net quality too low

In Decks Awash recently many
stories have dealt with the problems
associated with the use of gill nets.
IFishermen from various parts of the
Island have condemned their use,
others have condemned their use but
continuc to use them to make ends
meel.

The two mbst lai

smaller mesh size and start to catch
less mature fish.

The problem of ghost fishing is a
more realistic worry with gill nets,
the spokesman said, but even that
should be viewed in a proper light.
‘Ghost’ fishing is the process that
goes on after a net is lost. The net
will inue to fish. ing filled

about gill nets are that they catch an
uncommon- share of spawning or
wother’ fish, and that when lost
they go on ‘ghost’ fishing for years
afterward.

A spokesman for the Kederal
I'nvironment Canada Fishery and
Marine Service says some of the
fears being expressed may be an
over-reaction. He said the gill net is
being used increasingly in favour of
the cod trap and for many reasons.
Among them are that the gill net
catches a much larger fish than the
trap; it is easier to set and pull; it is
cheaper to buy or construct; and
most importantly, it allows a
fisherman to catch an even nuinber
of fish throughout most of the year,
in contrast to the trap which has
always been a seasonal harvesting

* method

The spokesman said that fears of a
gill net catching more than a fair
share of ‘mother’ fish is unfounded.
Since fish spawn once a year, when
mature, whether they are caught
during spawning season, before, or
after, makes no difference. ““They
are still a dead fish,” he said.

The depletion of fish stocks cannot
be directly linked to the catching of
spawning fish, he said, as much as it
is linked to overfishing throughout
the whole industry. He said the gill
net catches a larger, more mature
fish, but in spawning season, the
incidence of ‘mother’ fish in a gill
net catch is no more or less than
other types of gear.

Economically, the gill net is an
advantage for the fishermen, but as
the more mature fish are used up,
the spokesman said, the fear is that
people will go to an increasingly

with dead fish, it will eventually
sink. The fish will rot and tide action
will clean the net of bodies allowing
itto refloat to catch more fish and to
continue the cycle. The use of
monofilament and artificial fibre
nets, with a virtually infinite life
span, leaves open the speculation of
a net ‘ghost’ fishing forever.

However, the spokesman said, of
the thousands of nets lost each year,
maybe only half of them are actually
capable of ‘ghost’ fishing, and of
those, they will only fish half the
time, the other half lie dormant on
bottom with their catch of rotting
bodies. Many gill nets are lost
through the action of larger seiners,
draggers and trawlers, or through
adverse ice conditions, and many of
th&se nets are not in catching con-
dition, he said.

What is of concern to the
Department is the number of nets
being used by fishermen. Whereas
ten to twenty nets would be suf-
ficient a few years ago, depleting
stocks are forcing fishermen to use
as many as 150 to 200 nets now. The
increasing number used increases
the number ‘ghost’ fishing, and of
course, creates in-roads into the
young, yet mature, fish not
traditionally caught except by
longline method in the past.

Of greater concern to the
Government agencies dealing with
fishery problems, and to the con-
sumer and producer alike, is the
quality of fish being caught by glll
nets. In a recent

Filly percent is grade 2; and Twenty
percent ends up us reject grade [fish.
Inlongline fishing, the grade 1 fish
makes up 40 percent; grade ? the
remaining 20 percent; and of reject
quality, a negligible amount.

‘The poor quality is explained by
six reasons, the Departinent says:

1. fish strangle and die in the gill
uet and have a ‘post-mortem age’
when the net is hauled, especially for
cod. About 40 percent to 50 percent of
the total gill net fishery is involved
with cod.

2. Turbot, flounder and greysole
Lecome entangled in the net around
their middles, causing excessive |
bruising and discolouration of the
flesh.

3. A full net will sink to the ocean
floor where tide action drags the net
across rocks and sand. The
‘scrubbing’ effect on the fish makes
them of reject quality. It is
suggested, after only four days
lishing, 20 percent of the catch has
been subjected to this.

4. Gill netting, as explained, may
use up to 200 nets. Nets may stay in
the water unattended for up to two
weeks, compounding the problems
outlined above.

5. Smaller catches per unit of
effort has increased the time a net is
fished before it is attended. This
compounds the other problems.

6. Poor handling, lack of bleeding
and—or gutting, and lack of chilling
the catch increases bruising and
decomposition of the catch.

The gill net, while it is an efficient
and adaptable gear system, the
Department says, must be looked at
more closely to achieve a solution to
these problems.

They suggest gill netting areas
might be set up which, with a limited
number of nets per boat, may
decrease the wastage and poor

-quality associated with this fishery.

They also suggest a return to
longline or hook and line fishing as a
solution.

The question the fishermen must
ask themselves, the spokesman
said, is whether it is economically
more advantageous to fish a
seasonal fishery with slack !
in between; or if it is better to fish
year round, attaining smaller
catches of a poor quality fish on a

regular bas
Theanswercanmlycnme[mm
the fi in the gill

information from Evir
Canada, statistics tell the tale about
gill nets. Of the catch, only 30 per-
cent is considered to be Grade 1 fish;

netting business, and it can only
come when the fishermen know
exactly what the problems are and
how they affect their livelihood.
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Stone house solution

to homeowner’s dream

By Randy Lieb

Last year on Woody Island,
Placentia Bay, where I live, I builta
stone house with two-foot thick
walls. I carried every stone on my
shoulder from wherever I could find
it. I lugged sand in an old tin bucket
and I mixed mortar by hand.

The result is nothing to be proud
of, (I am sure any well trained
stonemason would think very poorly
of it), but I built the place mainly to
learn how to do it. This year I want
to start on a larger house.

Of course, there are certain ad-
vantages to well-built stone houses,
primarily, stones don't need to be
painted and they don’t rot. A two-
foot thick wall is quite warm also.
Even at zero degrees outside I found
1 didn’t have to keep the fire going
all night in order to be warm in the
morning. But I doubt that many
people would go through the trouble
of building a stone house just to save
a few dollars on paint and fuel oil,
and I don't want to build a stone
house for that reason either.

Some years ago, I lived in Swit-
zerland in an ordinary farm house
that looked much like the other
buildings in the small village. The
houses were all built of stone, and it
was hard to guess their age, but I
found out the house in which I lived
was about 450 years old and had
been owned continually by one
family for about 300 years. This
meant that for centuries the oldest
son was not burdened with the ex-
pense of building his own house.
With the price of present-day homes,
that would be a good argument for
the stone house.

There is a lot less risk of fire in a
stone house, of course, and when you
think of how many people perish in
this Province in fires each year, that
is another good argument for stone
as a building material. The fact that
wooden houses can rot and look
dilapidated in one man’s lifetimeis a
reason for the unsightliness of many
towns on this continent. The house I
lived in, in Switzerland, looked as
good as the houses around it, which
were 400 years younger.

In the time when that house was
built, people were more stable and

stayed where they were born to
make the best of what they had. In
this way they built Switzerland from
a poor, into a
beautiful place
Newfoundland is every bit as
beautiful as Switzerland as far as
the scenery goes; the Island is three
times larger than Switzerland and
probably has a lot more resources.

What Newfoundland needs is
young people willing to stay here
and work with what they have;
people who have faith in themselves
and faith in Newfoundland. It seems
to me that building a stone house
expresses that faith and love as well
as anything.

Chronicles

of a Bayman

by Vietor Butler
ARLY FISHING DAYS
PLACENTIA BAY
100 YEARS AGO
LOBSTER FISHING
SWEPTPLACENTIA BAY
In my last article I talked about
the fishing industry in Placentia Bay
up to 1875. I mentioned how plentiful
lobsters were in the Bay, but until
1878 lobsters were of no commercial
value to fishermen. That year a man
named Dats from Chester, Nova
Scotia, came to Placentia Bay and
built the first lobster canning fac-
tory in Long Harbour. When in full
operation, Mr. Dats employed thirty
men.
{Continued on next page)

The completed house with a stout roof, is warm and snug in winter.
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Mr. Dats hrougm a tew men from
Chester such as packers and sealers
who were acquainted with the
canning industry. All lobster tins
were sealed by hand with a soldering
iron, therefore, a sealer was a
special man.

He instructed fishermen in the art
of making lobster pots, hired men
with boats to collect lobsters from
uhany harbours, and paid fishermen
90¢ per 100 lobsters.

Mr. Iu.sameratedhm!nlory until
other men established factories in
other communities in the Bay.
Charles D. Chambers operated a
large factory in Michael's Cove in
Harbour Buffett, and another man
built a factory at Gaulton's Island,
one of the Tack's Beach group of
islands.

Although' his price was low for
lobster, it gave the economy of the
Island communities a much needed
boost. Other merchants operated

outfitted two as well

IEach of these schooners carried
six dories and a crew of fourteen. A
large number of servants were
employed on the merchant's
premises Lo cure the large catches of
fish. As more and larger boats were
cngaged in the Cape St. Mary's and
Golden Bay fisheries, all the har-
bours around the Bay became a bee
hive of activities.

As many of those out-harbour
boats sold their cured fish to mer-

commnunities in the Bay, a nunber
of fisherien would operate two
traps with a crew of five men.

As years passed, more and orc
sun- ured fish was exported by the
leading merchants in the Bay to
I-urope in bulk cargo and to the West
Indies in half, one-quintal drums,
and in four-yuintal casks.

For the small numbers ol
population in the island com-
munities, it is surprising the large
amount of fish and herring exported
to foreign countries. In 1900 the

chants at Buffett, the activities in
the harbour i rapidly for
the next few years. This led to &
boomn in the economy of Harbour
liuffett and the nearby com-
munities.

Before the turn of the century, the
Banks fish operations gradually
declined in Placentia Bay, as well as
in other localities on the Southwest
(oast. Afterward, a number of those
Banks schooners were used in the
voastal trade. Cod traps no doubt
helped the end of the banking
because the traps were a

started to pack their own catch.
About the same time as the lobster
industry developed, merchants and
other individuals became interested
in the Banks fishing industry.
Charles D. Chambers outfitted two
schooners for the Banks fishing.
Charles Tulk, a sea captain, out-
fitted two more, and William Hann,
‘who operated a large business at the’
ast entrance to the harbour,

much faster and easier way to catch
fish.

The Cape St. Mary's boats would
fish with trawls in the herring
school. Before the caplin school each
boat would proceed to Golden Bay,
or the Cape Shore, to use one or two
cod traps each. Some years boats
would catch more fish in six weeks
than for the whole fishing season
with trawls, In most of the island

of nine main com-
wunities was 2,200. In 1921 this was
still only 2,600, but had reached its
peak. The principle exporters were
lHarbour Buffett, Spencer’s Cove,
Tack’s Beach'and Merasheen.
Around the turn of the century,
when Scotch-cured herring was in
good demand in the U.S.A., the
catching and packing of herring
gave the fishing industry the boost it
very much needed for expansion.
llerring factories were established
in the majority of harbours in the
bLay, some on a very large scale.
Before the advent of the herring
industry, the earning power of
fishermen was very limited in
winter months. But, after it started,
fishermen could earn as much
catching herring and working in the
herring factories as they did in the
summers in the cod fishery. Owing
to Placentia Bay being ice free,
herring could be caught all winter.

Chicken manure is base
for fertilizer project

Ask Kevin Aucoin, the Provincial
Agriculture Department’s Chicken
Specialist, what he's up to these
days, and he'll probably say, “To
my eyes in chicken manure”.

While that may not be literally
true, Kevin is involved in an ex-
perimental project to convert
chicken manure into an organic
fertilizer, useful for small time

mixture of manure, peat moss and
quicklime,

minutes, and turns it into a high
mde organic fertilizer.

The finished product, a dark
brown, smelly, powdery, substance,
has good shelf storage and high
potential application for a variety of
farming and horticultural usages.

The cost of the product will be
mmpemzve at about $100 per ton,
which is less than organic fertilizers
presently being sold. Kevin says at
$100 a ton the operator could make a
tidy profit.

Kevin says final figures aren’t yet
completed, and would depend on the
type of system the farmer uses, how
many chickens he has, and so on,
but, he can envision an operation
turning out about 5 tons of fertilizer
per day.

Right now, chicken manure is
posing a problem to chicken growers
and egg producers in the Province
and, depending on markets, the
Province could probably handle the
production of two of these machines
yearly, or 6,700 pounds of manure
daily.

Thus far, the peat moss used in the
project has been local, but unless the
fertilizer manufacturers can come
up with a local peat moss producer
who can supply material of a con
sistent quality, Kevin says, ﬂit

ial fertilizer
may be faced with importing lhe
peat moss from Nova Scotia.

Anyone interested in any aspect of
the project, or in becoming involved
as a producer of fertilizer, should
contact Kevin Aucoin at the Con-
federation Building, St. John's,
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Our Special Section —
Great Northern Peninsula

Although everyone realizes the
Great Northern Peninsula begins
just above Deer Lake, for our
purposes we begin our look at the
Great Peninsula at
Hawke’s Bay. For those of you
who live south of Hawke’s Bay we
have not forgotten you, but will
look at your area in another

Port Saunders *

Green Island Brook
MGreen Isiand Cove

issue, when we can devote more
space and time fo your inferests
and problems.

For those of you who live

above, and to the east of Hawke's
Bay, we agree this is only a
superficial glance at what is
happening in your area. Time did
not permit us fo visit every

insulg

en

Great Northern P:‘

Hawke's Bay

community and falk to every

on the Great Northern Peninsula,
and in all other Newfoundland
communities, will have a better
understanding and a better idea
of what is happening to your
neighbours.

Oping Harbour

_ Vinch
15 miles

Map by T.AF.
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Hawke’s Bay sawmill

on-off-on-off-on?

Stan lloddinott of Hawke’sBay is a
picture of the frustration felt in that
town because of the ‘‘on again-off
again’' woods operation of the area.
Hawke's Bay is the only town on the
Great Northern Peninsula which
depends solely on woods operations.

_Bowaters (Nfld.) Limited of

Brook had a pulpwood
operation in Hawke's Bay for a
number of years, but in 1967 it

when Bowaters realized
that softening paper markets were
making the Hawkes Bay pulpwood
100 expensive.

The now defunct
Iegional Development
stepped in and ran a curtailed
operation for one winter, and in 1968
a joint venture between Bowaters
and Lundrigan’s Limited of Corner
Brook was set-up to establish a
sawmill in the area. A survey of
timber stands showed that timber
potential was good, and the con-

Northern
Associations

sultants suggested a mill with an

annual capacity of 12 million board
feet.

« According to Ed Maynard,
politician and activist from the
area, and now Provincial Manpower
Minister, the first mistake by th
companies was to build their
Newfoundland Forest Products mill
too large. It has a capacity of about
30 million board feet annually, twice
as much as was suggested.

Mr. Maynard said the mill closed
after a short time for vague reasons.
He said at the time a union was
trying to organize the mill, which
had real:hed peak daily output in
only six months. Everything seemed
ok., but it closed up, throwing the

back to
and welfare.

Local pressure built up and the
mill re-opened the next fall, and said
Mr. Maynard, *‘sloppy
management” was the order of the
day. The mill opened and closed
fitfully for the next year, and finally
shut down completely.

A $1,750,000 loan was made to the

company principles to re-open in
1972; partly to bolster operating
capital, to clean up some overdue
debts, and to do some renovations

unemployment of the 150-man work-
force from the community in the
future.

Mr. Maynard said the companies,
whatever their final arrangements,
must start up again, and he
suggested they will have to
guarantee the men of the area a set
operational time. He said a six or
eight month logging operation would
provide ‘material for the mill to
operate for a good part of the year
and this system will have to be
agreed on, so as not to tax the
resources of the timberlands there,
which couldn't produce up to 30
million board feet annually.

St

required to operate more
The Government made the loan on
the stipulation that the mill would
operate, or, that the principles
would be involved in some kind of
woods operations to create em-
ployment in the area.

The mill re-opened and, said Mr.
Maynard, it was plagued with “‘poor
management and poor supervision
from the Corner Brook office"". The
woodlands people never really got

il
u.ndngans and Bowaters have

an is
faced with trying to run an un-
derstaffed, overworked woods
camp, 20 miles from the community,
and he is getting disgruntled. He
suggests the men of the community
on welfare or UIC should be forced
to work in the woods. Once they can
get the woods operation going, he
said, the rest of the problems should
work out by themselves.

Mr. Maynard agreed the situation
in the area looked bleak right now,
but he said the potential for a large
woods operation is there and it will
have to be taken advantage of, and
soon.

become unwilling bedfellows, Mr.
Maynard said, and both i
are trying to get the split

woods operations for the production

-of pulp and Lundrigan’s the mill,

buying. sawlog material from

Bowaters. Under the new Forestry
Policy that says a company cutting
pulp must produce sawlog material
if it exists on their stands, the
operation shouldn’t have any
problems. Mr. Maynard said
Bowaters doesn’t want to lose the

+ leases it has on timber stands in the

area, and so will have to produce the
sawlogs.
The woods operation, under Mr.

sai
he can't’ ﬁndmollghmentaworkin
the woods to e the

P01:t au Choix
A growing

community

Whether Port au Choix set out to
become a growth centre is irrelevent
because it has naturally become
one. Sporting one of the few good
harbours on the Northern Peninsula,
it is the home of Fishery Products,
and it has a viable hsha’ies,
specializing in shrimp and
mmisuhonhxrlyhrgeshpylrd,
several businesses, and a gauseum.
In fact, during the fishing season,
Purunmmxmsobuuythatnhash

munity are receiving UIC benefits
while jobs in the woods go begging.

Mr. Hoddinott's criticism is
refuted by Mr. Maynard who
suggested the erratic nature of the
logging operations has done much to
keep people from committing
themselves to the operation. He said
the Daniel’'s Harbour mining
operation, scheduled to start soon
will probably take up much of the

to supply
Iabo\n'

Several miles down the road is
Port Slnnders. with nursdng.
R.CM.P. and forestry stations,
new amalgamated high school, and
several other services. And around
the Bay is Hawke’s Bay, known for
its mill.

The population of Port aux Choix
has doubled to approximately ‘700 in
the last few years. People have
moved in from all over ... Fichot
Island, Flowers Cove, Anehor Point,
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Cow Head and a few of the islands.
Although the Maritime Archaic
Indian graves date back almost 4000
years, Port au Choix, as we know it
today, is not all that old. The oldest
house standing was built no more
than 60 years ago, and many houses
have been built recently in the new
subdivisions. Already one of these
subdivisions has been filled, and the
town council realizes that another
will have to be built this summer.

The town council collects a $10
service tax, a $5 water tax, and it
charges a tax to businesses, for
which the businesses get their
premises plowed twice a week. The
council has a new multi-purpose
snow plow to look after the 62 miles
of road, somé of which is paved; a
truck for garbage, and general
maintenance; and a 500 amp arc
welder to thaw frozen water lines.
llawke’s Bay has an incinerator
which Port au Choix hopes to use in
the near future for all garbage.

The biggest problem facing Port
au Choix is an inadequate water
system. Installed by DREE, the
town has spent between $60,000 -
$80,000 trying to keep it going.

As for recreation, hockey,
broomball and darts are very big.
There’s keen competition in hockey,
and a LIP Project has been awarded
to fix up the rink and put a fence
arourd it. The women's Institute has
their own building, although right
now it is being used for aduit typing
classes, and bingo is held twice a
week. Predominantly a Catholic
community, the church is very
powerful, perhaps in part due to the
dynamic nature of the priest, Father
McGrath, who is well known for his
active and vocal voice concerning
the fisheries.

Of course, the fish plant, in
operation in its new building since
1968, is the major employer.
Employmg a total of 425 during the

fishing season, they had as
mxny as 313 at one time during peak
season. In addition to the plant
workers, there are approximately
380 fishermen who sell their catches
to the plant. These fishermen work
on the more than 25 shrimp
draggers, as well as on a number of
40" - 65" longliners, and several
smaller boats.

Shrimp and cod are the major
species processed, although some
perch and scallops are done. Thus
far, the beds don't appear to be
rapidly depleting. Right now, the

processed fish are transported to the

| 'anvers, Massachusetts secondary
processing plant by boat, but when
the Northern Peninsula road is
paved the fish are expected to be
transported by  tractor trailer.
Depending on ice conditions, the
season can be quite long. This year
the plant did not close down until the
widdle of January. It will start up
again as soon as the ice breaks.
Naturally, the first strike affected
fishermen and plant workers alike,

but it’s the feeling of many that no
one gained anything in Port au
Choix. The second strike did not
affect Port au Choix directly as it did
not have any trawlers, but many
fishermen believe that the only way
to get anything from a fish plant is to
strike. It's fairly clear that in the
future if the fishermen don’t like the
way something is being done, they
will have no hesitation about gomg
on strike in Port au Choix.

St. Barbe,Hawke's Bay, Plum
Point, Daniel's Harbour, Rod-
dickton, Flowers Cove, and St.
Anthony...These are just a few of
the communities now offering
motel accommodations to the
travelling_public. Some started
small and have expanded, such
as the Plum Point Motel, which
now has over lwenly rooms,
! telephones and color T.V. Others
are seasonal, such as the Loon
Lodge in St. Anthony, and still
others have limited ac-
commodations, such as the
Flower's Cove Motel. But all are
busy, and many are filled on
week nights during the winter.

It's not the tourists, however,
who are using these motels. I's
workers from the Department of

Agriculture, Fisheries, Social

Motels are Mushrooming

Services, Secretary of State,
Kural Development, etc. While
they are clustered around the
bar, the linesmen from Tech-
mont; the boys from the High-
ways, Power
Telephone Company,
Telecommunications; plus
surveyors and truckers, flex their
muscies at the dart board, and
the salesmen working out of
Corner Brook gobble down their
food in a corner.

Although home cooked meals
are being replaced by hamburger
patties and hot dogs, the
traditional home-made soup can
usually be found. However, for
those government people who
still want all the meals and
comforts of home, Millicent
Billard’s boarding house in Port
au Ch_olx still remains queen.

Three wharves
in five years

Eugene Gould (right) prepares for amﬂhev fishing season.

many communities and
fishermen have ‘‘hard luck" stories,
the fishermen at Port au Choix must
certainly hold the ‘‘hard luck™
stories record.

(Continued on next page)
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The men, all successful fisher-
men, had a wharf built a few years
ago. Although local experts said the
wharf was in the wrong place,
construction went ahead, only to
have the wharf collapse soon after
completion.

Eugene Gould, a member of the
Fishermen's Committee for Port au
choix, said several contractors were
brought in to rebuild the wharf, but,
two went bankrupt, and when the
third contractor did manage to
complete it, it fell down again. Mr.
Gould said there was a “lot more
money spent on that wharf than was
intended in the first place.”

He said the new wharf, which is
now under construction, should
uvoid these problems, as many local
fishermen have had some input into
the design and location. The new
wharf is being built under a DREE
program, and should provide
protection for many of the 30
longliners that tie up in Port au
Choix’s harbour.

Mr. Gould said the new wharf is
not bigenough, but being in the right
place, it will provide some protec-
tion, and will be of great benefit to
the community.

This new wharf is the third at-
tempt. The second, still floating
around in the harbour, according to
Mr. Gould, was built last year under
a LIP program at a cost of about
$80,000. Ralph O’Keefe, then mayor
of the town, applied for and received
the money to build the wi near
his shipyard. Before any of the
technicalities regarding usage could
be worked out, the wharf, poorly
constructed, was washed away by
heavy seas. It floated in various
parts of the harbour last summer,
and had to be towed around to keep it
out of the way of the boats using the
harbour.

Mr. Gould said there is talk of a
slipway being put in the community,
which is a necessity for the
longlinermen, as the nearest slip-
way is in St. Anthony, about 125
miles away. Although $90,000 has
been allocated to the project, Mr.
Gould feels this isn't sufficient to do
a proper job.

The Fishermen’s Committee has
an opportunity to press for better
spending of granted money in the
Port aux au Choix harbour, now that

Gould has little faith in the ef-
fectiveness of the Committee. He

feels the wharf and slipway may
have come anyway, as they were
needed desperately.

A community stage is needed in
the area also, as people from other
communities are using the rocks
around the harbour to partially
process their catches.

Port au Choix is one of two large
harbours in the immediate vicinity,
and as such, is destined to grow.
Sloppy management and poor
cosntruction have caused problems
in the past, Mr. Gould said. Being on

the Committee, he is in a position to
create effective input into the
growth of the community, but, he
feels the Comunittee is not effective
and won't be in the future.

Despite Mr. Gould’s pessimism,
mamy members of the community
feel a greater effort to organize and
function on the Committee’s part
may be the boost the community
needs to get properly built services
and facilities with a minimum of
fuss and bother.

Students

speak out

Ask the grade 11 students from
Hawkes Bay, Port Saunders and
Port au Choix what they would like
to see in their communities, and they
will all say, ““A place to hang out".
They claim there is nothin to do and
nowhere to go, except for an oc-
cassional Friday night dance, a
hockey game or a movie in Port au
Choix. ‘‘There’s not even a
drugstore to go to”, said one student.
Perhaps this feeling is one reason
vandalism is on the increase in the
communities.

In the summer time the students
used to swim at Tom Taylor’s pond,
but that became a water supply. And
they used to swim in the “cove”, but
a sewer system was installed.
There’s not even a public library.
Some students say the Women's
Institute had books, but they were
not set up and it was impossible to
find anything. Mam«'gmiud
minor hockey or broomb-ll.
there's no physical in-

that all the money spent in the three
communities in the last few years on

stadium, but as it is now, the
students realize they drift from year
to year doing makeshift projects
that often don’t work. This summer
the students have applied through
OFY to build a ball field in Port au
Choix, a children’s playground in
Port Saunders, and painting, land-
scaping and flooring the rink in
Hawkes Bay.

As for the future, the students say
they would like to stay in the area, -
“If there was something to do”. For
the grade 11 students, next year’s
plans include studying forestry,
nursing, hairdressing, three are
going to Corner Brook, and the rest
don’t know.

But it’s not all gloom and doom for
these kids. They have started a very
exciting and worthwhile project, an

structor assigned to the area.

ics,

although the students did point out

that their new school would have a
stage.

The students are bitter and feel

together through a very effective
means of communication. It's
something for these students to do.
Let’s hope it leads to other things.
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Castors River South on its way up

Castors River North and South are
iti ing a major

regulalidns were strictly enforced.
C

two

salmon fishing river. Approximately
forty families make up the two

and all are

on the fishery. Until recent years
Castors River South has been a
major fish producing community,
especially for herring and lobster. In
1973, peak production was reached
with 22,913 Ibs. of lobster landed by
sixteen operators, with a total of
1,342,165 Ibs. for all fish landed.
However, since then the community
has been plagued with bad luck, and
only now is it beginning to get back
on its feet.

, buyers were reluc-
tant to take herring from Castors
River South because it lacked
proper processing facilities. The
buyer of many years, Ward Allen of
Curling, no longer visits the area,
because of the risk of buying herring
that might not meet inspection
regulations. However, if proper
facilities were in the area, he has
said he would have no qualms about
buying there again.

Since herring and lobster were the
main fishery for the area, when the
herring went the fishermen did not
have the gear and were not prepared
to tackle one of the other species.

Last year, herring processing
e r—

v

1975 Grade Eleven class of Roncalli High School

""Housing
project stops’’

In 1969, a new subdivision area
was opened for the residents of Port
Saunders. At present, there are
between 1520 homes in this area.
However, in the future, there will be
no more homes allowed to be built on
the western region because of health
problems whith may develop as a
result of poor sewerage. Along with
the sewerage problems, con-
struction of new homes has also been
stopped as a result of bad building
ground. Most of the building lots
consist of hard rocks or cliff.

People who have begun to work on
their new homes will be allowed tc
finish them but the other people whe
have purchased lots will have their
money refunded. This situation will,
no doubt, be very disappointing to
the people who have planned for
their future jon in this
region. (Reprinted from the Ron-
calli Tribune)

""Construction
on slipway’’

In early spring or when weather
permits, the Modern Paving Ltd. of
St. John’s will continue construction |
on a slipway being built on Perry's
Point at the eastern section of Port|
Saunders harbour. Phase one, the
building of the wharf, is already in
operation. However, at the present
time, construction on the slipway
has stopped due to ice and bad
weather conditions.

When the slipway is finished, it
will consist of a boat building and
repair shop, a warehouse, and a
machine shop. It will also contain
facilities such as washrooms, office,
rest rooms, and bedrooms. The
slipway, when finished, will service
not only the communities of Port
Saunders and Port au Choix but is
also expected to service this part of
the coast Newfoundland.

(Reprinted from the Roncalli
Tribune)

For many, the lobster season was
not long enough to collect the
necessary unemployment stamps
and by the fall of 1974 many were
faced with the prospect of seeking
social assistance.

To compound problems further,
the water is very shallow around
Castors River South, and although
the wharf extends 300 feet intd the
harbour, at low tide, there is only 8
inches of water at the wharf’s end.
Instead of landing catches at the
wharf, for years longliners have
taken the fish to St. John's Island,
two hours away by steam, and then
brought back to waiting trucks after

being cured. Although time con-
suming, it was easier for fishermen
to make a few trips with cured fish,
rather than make daily trips to
Castors River South and wait for the
high tide. Early freeze-up due to the
large amount of fresh water coming
into the harbour has also contributed
to problems in the past. While other
communities are still fishing in late
November, Castors River has to tie
up its boats because of the amount of
ice around the wharf.

<A lack of leadership has been
another problem in the community,
and with the death of three fisher-
men in 1972, the community lost
some of its best leaders. Since
most everyone is related in Castors
River, the tragedy affected the
entire community, and twenty-five
children were left without fathers.

The community itself looks less
prosperous than others. Two-story
homes, so common in other com-
munities, are lacking. Small
makeshift bungalows are the
dominant architectural style and
most are without paint or proper
siding. Fences are virtually non-
existent. Because families are large
8—10 children are average — the
children often leave school early to
help tend the younger ones, or to
help cut fishing.

However, the community is
beginning to take a new lease on life.
With the help of the Special Projects
Officer from the Department of
Social Services, an application was
made to LIP this fall to extend the
wharf another 140 feet, put an L on
it, and build a community stage. The
application was accepted and
Castors River South has it first LIP
Project.

(Continued on next page]
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 Bartlett's Harbour on its way down

Bartlett’s Harbour use to be a
major centre for fishermen. Located

in St. John Bay,

from up and down the coast to

Bartlett's Harbour, off
and got _ supplies. In 1972 and

1973 Basha Fi i of

Corner Brook operated a pickled fish

processing plant. During those years

everyone worked trom spring

difficulties, the plant did not operate
in 1974. The women and children
haven't worked since.

The men tried putting up the
summer herring themselves, but

lnrrmgmre}ededandladlohe

Departms

its diplnpidated condition. That
scared away all potential buyers, If
any herring was sold, it had to be
trucked to Black Duck Cove, Port

Castors River
.+ (Continued)

Now the community is a beehive of
activity. All the men are working on
the project, and perhaps what is
most importlnt. they are working

together for the first time. Because
their grant of $61,000 went primarily
for materials, the men and

there was no cooling system. The

or Shoal Cove West, an
hour’s drive away.

Jerry Scalon of Bartlett’s Harbour
has bought fish for the Saltfish
Corporation for the last five years,
but that can only be done on a
limited scale because there is no
water to clean the fish in the com-
munity, despite repeated attempts
ta get it. !

Two years in a row the community
has applied for a LIP project to build

and a few weeks at the fall herring.
The thirteen longliners that once
graced the harbour have long
disappeared. Bartlett's Harbour, a
once proud fishing community, has
had nowhere to go but to the
Department of Social Services.
Continued after next page

Me deumwk on GnlewrSauthUPpmlnt
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But Bartlett's Harbour has other
problems besides fishing. Several
years ago the community received
money to install a water system, but
before the job was completed, the
money ran out and 500-600 feet of
plastic pipe still remains uncovered.
Theref

three mlles for water. To compound
the problem, the water supply pond
does not have enought pressure to
keep water running through the
hose, even at the best of times, so the
teenagers have applied for an OFY
Project to build a dam to get the
necessary gravity flow. They also
hope to cover the pipe line.

The children have far to go to
school. Effie Scalon's ten year old
Mary Ann went to school in Castor’s
River North until grade 4. She now
leaves home at 7:45 each morning to
catch the bus to Bird Cove, 19 miles
away, and she doesn't arrive home
until after 4:00 p.m. When Mary Ann

The Bartlett’s Harbour stage is obviously deteriorating

The Bartlett’s Harbour homes are
substantial ones, but they are
beginning to deteriorate. It's the
first sign of a once prosperous
communny unable to adjust to “‘bad

" Liks communiti

school in Plum Point, 15 miles away.

Located on a wind blown point, the
community is several miles from
good woods. Although individuals
have sawmills, there is virtually no
woods operation going on.

A predominately Catholic com-
mum.ty the nearest priest is in P(l't

reaches Grade 7 she will go to high

Parks
flourish
on
northern

coast

L'Anse aux Meadows in one of its quiet periods

After years of neglect, the cultural and historical value of the Great
Northern Peninsula is slowly emerging. From the remnants of old French
mnldmgsandﬂxel‘gngewﬂdlﬂewmrvedmalnhmMome Park, up to the

very tip of the P alike are discovering
this last bit of virgin territory.
‘The latest continuing developments are the two National Historic Sites

V'arks at Port au Choix and L'anse au Meadows.

Sinceits discovery in 1967, by a bulldozer operator, the Maritime Archaic
Indian graveyard almost 4000 years old at Port au Choix has been the
academlcﬁddwmdDrJanm'mcdeemmﬂU 'S

Depar preserved as a National Historic
lee. has a small museum and Inwrpreuﬁm Centre. Remains of Dorset
I:skimos have also been found in the area, but as of now, no information has
been placed in the modest museum -

Dr. Tuck and Dr. Bob' McGhee are working now in the Labrador Straits
area trying to piece together the history and fate of the Indians who lived in
the area from 2,000 B.C., or before, until the turn of the Christian era.

1.’anse au Meadows is the site of the first European settlement in Nnrth
America, by Vikings from Greenland and Iceland in 1000 A.D. The site, part
of a $2 million, five-year plan, will soon have a reconstruction of the Viking
village, as well as a resident manager and an Interpretation Centre.
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¢ 'loﬂQr
facilities
are needed”’
say the

businessmen

A number of businessmen from
Plum Point to St. Barbe were
asked whalt they saw as the major
problems on the Northern
Peninsula. They all answered:
“lack of proper sewage and
garbage systems: water;
iransportation costs due lo an
unpaved major highway; lack of
facilities for the local fishing
ndustry; interference by the
seiners in local fishing; and the
woods industry needs a shol in
the arm.” They went on (o say
that while the economic
prospects for the Northern
Peninsula were definitely looking
up because of the Federal Park,
the zine mine outside of Daniel's
Iarbour, the proposed Labrador
power tunnel and the shrimp and
herring fisheries, in comparison
with the rest of Canada, the
Northern Peninsula was still “at
the botlom of the barrel."

For years, people went Lo
Labrador to work because it was
the only place a decent wage
could be earned, and the
businessmen felt it was a good
sign that more young people were
staying around, but "‘to collect
unemployment or welfare?""

Asked what would be good for
the area, they replied: a paved
road; a water system that wasn"\
maintained by voluntary labour,
but installed under the super-
vision of a trained engineer and a
competent consitruction com-
pany; a vehicle tunnel to
Labrador and onto Quebec, which
would open up the whole coast
and mean that Newfoundland
“would no longer be an Island™
communities or izing “and
working together; and more
information on the advantages
and disadvantages of town
councils.

Summed up in two words, the
Imsmesmen feel vhll s needed

08l arc “BETTER
l"ACl'LlTlES'

St. Barbe truck making deliveries

St. Barbe Wholesalers

St. Barbe a sub-

es, meats and tinned

sidiary of Sharpe’s Farms located
just outside Corner Brook, is one of
the major wholesalers on the Nor-
thern Peninsula. Covering an area

from Barr’d Harbour to St. Anthony, *

including the. Labrador Straits and
Canada Bay-Hare Bay, the
Wholesalers are located in the
central location of St. Barbe.

Four trucks make deliveries every
other day from Corner Brook to St.
Barbe, and six other trucks
deliveries tiwce a week from the
main warehouse in St. Barbe to local
stores. Three trucks head in the St.
Anthony direction, one goes to
Canada Bay-Hare Bay, and the
other two cover the area from
Eddie's Cove East to Barr'd Har-
bour. There is also a truck with
tobacco and confectionary which
makes a run once a week.

During the winter deliveries to
Labrador are contracted to
Newfoundland Air Transport and in
summer a truck makes the crossing
by ferry three times a week. But
these trucks and planes don't do just
a one-way service. Rabbits are
transported in the winter, seals in
the spring, and fish in the summer to
Corner Brook.

In existence since 1967, St. Barbe
Wholesalers now employs seven
drivers and seven warehouse
people, and everything from

products to medicine, tobacco,
confectionary and building supplies
are sold by them to local stores.
Their trucks are heated in winter
and cooled in summer, and most of
their goods come from Canada
Packers, Green Lantern and
Sharpe’s farm itself. The main
warehouse in the community of St.
Barbe is kept well stocked and in the
fall the men try to *““block her” with
goods brought in by boat.

Local stores have two methods of
buying, they either place orders a
day ahead, or they buy on
speculation. They can also buy from
the two competitors, one in Sandy
Cove and another in Plum Point.

The biggest problem encountered
by St. Barbe Wholesalers is the

Northern Peninsula road. Isaac
Caines of St. Barbe Wholesalers
says the conditions are “‘cruel”” in
spring and summer, and very hard
on the trucks. The Labrador ferry
isn’t much better, as it only takes
eight cars, and three years ago they
lost a new van. However, the new
loading dock in St. Barbe helps that
situation somewhat.

It's these transportation problems
that keep the prices up. A paved
road would go a lmg way toward’s
bringing the cost of goods down and
towards providing a more uniform
price to the individual storekeeper.



U.1.C.
benefits cut off.

Anchor Point
women upset

Jessie Genge wife of a local
fisherman, and several other ladies,
have run afoul of the Unem;
Insurance Commission and the
regﬁl!htlom defining

summer, while their husbands
fished, and were paid on a regular
basis by the buyer of the scallops.
‘The buyer, a relative, Noah Genge,
paid Unemployment  Insurance
benefits for the and

One way around the problem
would be to have the fisherman,
whose wife shucks scallops for him,
incorporate himself as a business.
“Then he could hire his wife and the
problem would be overcome.

way aro the problem
would be for the women to be em-
ployed by other women's husbands.

Anchor Point “rooms"” are well kept.

Anchor Point busy

with new fish stage

For its size, Anchor Point is one of
the most prosperous communities
the Great Northern Panhmlh
Snu.nted just below F'lmun Cove,

But all this seems

The regulation can only be
changed by an act of Parliament,
and Jack Marshall, M.P. for the
district, is actively engaged in
trying to change the legislation. The
Fishermen’s Union is also aware of

and wants justice as soon as

possible.

The Commission says they cannot
the

takes
beingatthehudnfmemlmll
coves and baysin normally
knife-edged of that region.
'merenrelﬁlungunm
of Anchor Point

out

lbnmfmtmmhs.min.lm
as soon as the lobster season closes.
Noah Genge, a local merchant and
fishing entrepeneur, says the
community is involved in a $72,000
LIP project to build a second stage
to facilitate the processing of other

ES

money out in unemployment, if it
didn’t provide the grant for the
ject.

proj

Mr. Genge also says that most of
the cod in the area goes into salt fish
production, and praises the Saltfish
Corporation for their efforts to
collect and market it.

A pgreater variety of catch is
necessary in order lar Hshermen to

The yo men in the area get
discoun;ed with the fishery,
after the of

of any
benefits to the women unless the law
is changed. Until then, not much can
happen. *
(Continued on next page)

recent years, mdmlsvmglhe
mdnstryla'

gill nets. He
feels the Government should look
into selling these directly to the
fishermen, so that a $100 web, now
costing the ﬂ.shermen $80, would
only cost him $60, wif mi
dleman supplier dr
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The case is currently being ap-
pealed in Ottawa. The wheels move
slowly, however, and a decision still
hasn't been reached, although the
case'went to Ottawa in December. If
this appeal doesn’t work, a further
step would be to take the case to the
supreme court for a decision.

Mrs. Genge said she and the other
ladies, Hazel and Vivie Genge, are
the only three not being paid
benefits. While this fact is hard to
confirm, Mrs. Genge’s maingripe is
the fact that she isn't being paid
benefits for work done.

She is bitter about her experience
this winter and said, *'I would rather
starve in the house than go near that
wharf shucking scallops next year”.
She said everyoneshe contacted told

passed, I wouldn™t shuck scallops for
nothing, I would go where I could
make a dollar. It's too hard work to
do and not get paid for”', she said.

Hopefully, Mrs. Genge's case can
be solved in the appeal procedure. If
not, maybe it is time to look at the
problems of trying to apply a nation-
wide law to a unique corner of the
country. Obviously, the Unem-
ployment Act does not apply with
equality to all situations. Whether a
special form of insurance is needed
for the area, or whether the whole
idea should be scrapped in favour of
a guaranteed annual income sup-
plement, is anybody's guess, but if
Mrs. Genge, and others like her, do
not get positive answers soon there
is going to be a sorry lot of
beaurocrats in Unemployment
Insurance Offices.

Said Mrs. Genge, *‘1 would get a
loan to get a lawyer if I knew I could
get one I could trust to win my case,
became 1 know my case can be

won."

Jessie Genge

|
Fred Rowe, Joln Crosbie, Gordon Slade and Aiden Maloney at hering fishermen’s

meeting at Plum Point.

Herring fishermen
get demands met

The herring fishermen of the St.
Barbe coast and the . Labrador
Straits have been upset a long time.
A lucrative fishery, more than 250_
fishermen ‘have invested in it over
the past four years. However,
facilities have not kept pace with
herring catches, partly use no
one buyer has been into herring
sufficiently enough to merit him
investing in facilities, and partly
‘because uneven quality control has
forced other businessmen out of the
business.

According to a brief submm.ed to
the Federal and Provincial
Governments by the herring
fishermen of the St. Barbe and
Labrador Straits, this summer there
was a crisis situation in the herring
fishery because inspectors refused

T

Noah Genge

to approve the export of hundreds of
barrels of herring packed by
in our own or

stages. Buyers refused to pay for
herring already packed and
delivered but later turned down by
inspectors. By mid-summer, buyers
refused to take any more herring
under these circumstances and
fishermen had to quit. Even though
much of the herring rejected was
finally approved late in the fall, we
had lost the best part of the season.”
‘The report goes on to say that “thus
the inshore herring catch between
Bonne Bay and St. Anthony fell from
13,874,000 pounds in 1973 to barely
more than a third of that figure, or
5,558,000 pounds in 1974. It should be
stressed that this decline

of 1973. These problems were
compounded by the presence of
large herring seiners which
disrupted the inshore fishermen,
especially in St. John’s Bay. These
seiners either up or drove
away the herring before they
reached the gill nets of

fishermen.

Because of the problems facing
the herring fishermen, they decided
to form a committee and elect two
fishermen from each community
along the Straits. Films were also




made about' the problems and
petitions were submitted to

fishermen.

In order to make sure that their
views were heard, the fishermen
arranged a meeting with govern-
ment officials in Plum Point or

incurred by the Saltfish Corporation.
In addition, the Saltfish Corporation
will provide two people to give ad-
vice to fishermen on how best to put
up their herring. The Saltfish, Cor—
poration will operat

St. Barbe herring fishermen attend meeting to discuss problems.

Another concern of the herrlng
fishermen was their lack of in-
volvement in the and
provision of facilities. In answer to
th:srqmthe!’edu-alcavem-

te
ofcmlrﬂ(lciﬁhulnd'lﬂtrylo

March 3. As pr for that
meeting, the committee sent the two
levels of government copies of their
brief outlining the enrlier mentloned

and
Members for Environment
Canada’s Inspection, Licencing and
Protection Branch, the Minister and
Assistant Deputy Minister of the
Provincial Department of Fisheries,
Mr. Aiden Maloney of the Saltfish
Corporation, and the Minister for the
area, Fred Rowe, attended the
meeting. Approximately 40 elected

also

In the brief, the fishermen asked
that Saltfish Corporation take
over the purchase and of
herring by the St. Barbe
Coast and Labrador Straits
fishermen. Both Mr. Maloney and
the Minister of Fisheries, the Hon.
John Crosbie, were happy to report
that this would become a reality in
the spring, but emphasized that all
fishermen would be able to sell to
anyone they wished

It's a three-yur experimental
program and the Government has

promised to underwrite any losses

ck—up service. The second problem
will be tackled by the P

twohr.rrhu

ﬁshermen will be ;iaced on
Herring Ce

Elected by the fishermen, these

members would then be in a position

quota herring areas such as
Placentia or Fortune. Several
from this i are

Government who has applications
into DREE for the up-grading of five
community stages in Anchor Point,
Green Island Cove, Black Duck
Cove, Sandy Cove, as well as seven
community stages on the Labrador
Straits. Also proposed is a $700,000

chilling Mory tentatively planned

also on the Atlantic Herring Com-

mittee which is in the position to

make firm decisions regarding the
exploitation of herring. For example,
grievances against seiners could be

brought before the Atlantic Herring

Committee.

TheSLBurbehe-rlnscummmee

of St. Barbe. Newcommunitymg
are proposedaswdl for Bartlett's
Harbour and Red Bay.

The Slllﬁsh Corporation said it
would also

in a cheaper
mnrceofhrrdlmdur Maloney

As for one of the major bones of
contention, lack of uniformity
and the i

, the
will ]ook into possibilities of
marketing herring roe and will
collect for the first year or two
herring both pickled and fresh.
However, eventually when lldutiles
ration

are built, the Saltfish Corpo;
would like to pick up only fresh fish
and then pickle it in its own plants.

among

of herring, both Federal and
Provincial fisheries felt this would
not be a problem in the coming year.
It was strongly emphasized by the
governments that each barrel will
now be given a fishermen’s number
so all fishermen will not suffer the
consequences if a bad barrel of
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herring turns up. Also, the govern-
ments stressed that until cooling
facilities are available, headless
round herring should not be put up.in
the summer months. Although that
is what buyers want, the govern-
ment felt the world market would
take herring dressed, split or
filleted, especially if they realized it
had at least a 22 percent fat content.
In other words, there are other
alternatives lo pumng up bnd
herring, and
gain respect in the world market, nt
can not take the chance of putting up
questionable herring as it has in the

past.
Most fishermen at the herring

meeting said that they were looking
for information on how to correctly
put up herring. Although it was not
the job of the Federal inspectors,
they said they would help out when
they could, but the two Saltfish
Corporation “‘advice” are the

‘given a positive answer was keeping
seiners out of St. John's Bay.
However, the problem is known by
the Newfoundland Herring Com-
mittee and with members from the
St. Barbe Coast now on the com-
mittee, greater pressure can be put

best bet, as is E
Canada's brochure “Don’t Get

Flowers Cove —
a gl' OWlIlg SCI'VICC communlty

Flowers Cove, like so many
communities on lbe Straits side of
Northern P is mnot

sayugnnythhgbemuseuxecom

the
sheltered by a cove, but stntclns

Forteau, Labrador, nine miles
across the water. Flowers Cove is
essentially a growth centre, and its
population of 500 is still growing.

Without a fish plant, fishing has
diminished in importance, and such
services as the Grenfell Mission
Nursing Station, the R.C.M.P.,
Social Services, Power Commission,
and Highways have increased in
importance as job creators. There
are als grocery and general stores, a
bank, garages, clubs, local con-
tractors, a Post Office, and many go
to Labrador City or Goose Bay to
work after Christmas

There are five longliners in the
community, and those who fish go
after lobster, a little herring, and
cod. They use to go after the
scallops, but the women had trouble

lhe inadequate water system.
Installed almost eight years ago at a
cost of half a million dt

than half a dozen families are now
benefitting from it. Many of the
Flowers Cove residents feel that the
local construction firm did not really
understand the problems involved,
and the engineer overseeing the
project had two other projects to
oversee as well. He did not have
time to do an adequate job with any
of the projects.

Most of the community activities,
such as card games and bake sales,
are church organized. But there is
also hockey, broomball and darts,
and the school phys-ed teacher holds

chssu for adult men and
The Lions Club held a grade
9-11 “speak—df" for the area, and

on the who would in turn
put pressure on the Atlantic Herring
Committee.

The meeting was felt to be ex-
tremely successful by both herring
fishermen and government officials
alike and for those of you who are
interested in a report of
proceedings, they may be ohamed
by writing Decks Awash, 21 King's
ls::’:l‘ge Road, St. John's,

o1 2

Gloria King of Savage Cove won,
and will go on to the Provincial
championships. It was the first time
such an event took place.
Education is a major concern. F'

the most part, kids don’t like school
They feel they are lectured at, and
little variety is offered. Many drop
out before finishing grade 11. Those
who matriculate, don’t know what is
offered elsewhere and many have
never been outside of their com-
munity before. If they do go to
University or Trades School they
don't know anyone, become
homesick, and often return to where
they know everyone. But they return
to nothing.

The few students who have gone
away to school have done very well.
One is studying home economics in
Nova Scotia, and several have gone
on to become teachers or nurses,
and have returned to Flowers Cove.

- Cod trap is at fault - . .

getting  their and
won’t shuck any more. As a result
it's not worth their husband's time
and effort to both fish and shuck
them, so the scallops are left alone.

There has been a Local
Improvement Committee for a
number of years, but the residents
are generally unaware of its ac-
tivities. A few who have expressed
an interest have been told that the
meetings are private, others feel the
Committee is dominated too much
by one family, but are afraid of

Cull of Barr'd lslnnds Fogo Islam:‘ says he thinks the
the

cod stocks in the

Cod Trapis

area around Fogo.

for the

He said new innovations in fishing are all well and good, but the electric
reel, mentioned in a recent article in Decks Awash, is good only if used at
the right time of the year, when the fish are feeding and it is possible to

catch them with bait. ,

megllnetandthetruwlermdmngsom danmge.hesmd “but, 1
think the Japanese Cod Trap will ruin the fishery

Mr. Cullutaﬂzefac"hntthehpnmvmmﬁmemdnmlhp.
much more efficient, catches mostly immature, smaller fish, which
cannot escape. These fish never grow up to spawn, Mr. Cull says, con-

sequently “‘thousands of pounds of this fish is destroyed

year”.

every
“If we are going to save the fishery we have to take a good hard look at
all types of gear that are helping to destroy it,” he concluded.
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Grocery buying

I¥’s not all peaches and cream!

Ask the women in the Flower's
(‘ove area about groceries and the
conversation could last for several
hours. And their conversation isn't
just about the high cost of food. One
of their biggest complaints is the
lack of variety. Take meat for
example. All they can get is boneless

beef, hamburg, pork butt, oc-
casionally chops, chicken, balogna
and ba No stores keep fresh

milk, few keep powdered, but all
keep tinned. The only fresh
vegetables available are potatoes,
turnip, cabbage and onion, although
occasionally one or two stores will
stock lettuce and tomatoes, and as
for fruit, only the .20c apples are fit
to eat.

blorekeepera say there is no point
bringing in new products because
people won't buy them. However,
many housewives say that they see
products on television and would like
to try them, but the storekeepers
won't bring them in. But as one
woman said, “After much per-
suasion, a few stores in Flower’s
Cove were finally convinced this
year to buy lemonTang, and they've
had a hard time keeping it in stock
since.” Said another Flower’s Cove
housewife, “In all the years I've
lived here, I've only seen two new
products appear on the grocer’s
shelf. We can't even get frozen T.V.
dinners™. She felt that the home
economics teacher would begin to
solve the problem, because as the
teenagers learned about new
products, they would begin to
pressure storekeepers to stock
them.

Another problem facing the
housewife is inconsistent price
marking. One housewife remarked
that sometimes it was cheaper to
buy smaller tins of a product, rather
than larger, because of the in-
consistent way in which the grocer
had marked the product. And many
housewives noted that tins were
often not marked at all, and meat
was not marked by price per pound,
number of pounds and total price,
but rather just by total price. Other
women complained that grocery
stores did not keep up with the
trends, and that national price
trends and price changes generally
did not affect them.

The 7omen col that there
were never any specials in the local
stores, with the exception of one
store in Sandy Cove, and that the
price differences between stores
was ‘‘shocking". For example, one
woman reported that a popular type
cake mix was .58¢ in one store, and
just down the road it was .95¢; there
was a .34c difference between two
stores in the prige of a tin of wax.

However, the housewife often
dares not to speak up, since com-
munities are small and everyone is
either related, a neighbour or a close
friend. And so, bad practices con-
tinue. But, it should be pointed out
that not every housewife in Flower's
Cove is so consumer-conscious as
the above mentioned ladies. There
are a number of housewives who buy
without regard to cost or content,
and who have not changed their
eating habits in years. Often, their

don't demand much from their
storekeeper he again continues in
whatever bad practices he might
have developed.

But in fairness to the storekeeper
;t's often not his fault. He is per-
orming a service, by starting a
small business on his own with no
help from anyone. And he is often at
the mercy of a wholesaler who
charges high prices for travelling
over the rough unpaved Northern

Peninsula Nghway Never having
taken a small businessman’s course,
learned accounting or pricing, or
learned the most efficient methods
of conducting a business, he has
continued over the years in a hit or
miss method.

While television is often criticized
for raising unrealistic expectations
in people, in the case of-consumer
education, it might just cause the
housewife to slowly begin to

lem is lack of education, or just the
m'mzhlm“ywred.Bmusetlhey mﬂt‘:m;.?rekeepermkeepup
COMPARISON SHOPPING — MARCH 5, FLOWER'S COVE AND
MARCH 19, ST. JOHN'S DOMINION STORES
FLOWER'S
_COVE ____ST.JOHNS
14 oz. tin of peas 50¢ 35¢
1 Ib. carrots 25¢ .28¢
1 Ib. cabbage 25¢ 25¢
1 Ib. turnip 18¢ 19¢
10 Ibs. potatoes $1.50 A45¢ (special)
doz. large eggs §$1.25-51.55 99¢
loaf of bread 55¢ A48¢
evaporated milk 37¢ 36¢
creamery butter 404 sL12
5 Ibs. sugar $3.45 $2.39
small tin corned beef $1.65 S1.44
small tin tuna fish 85¢ 89¢ (large)
pork chops $1.45 S1.45
hamburg $1.49 88¢
boneless beef $1.20-51.70 $1.38
1t’s interesting to note that with the :xcepliuﬁ of potatoes, vegeta-
bles are cheaper on the Northern Peninsula. It also should be noted that)
normally a small store will be more expensive than a large chain store,
but it should not be .50¢ more expensive, which is the case in some of
the items. A
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Communities
have long wait for water

Flower's Cove has a $500,000 water
system, which is now used only by
four families. Port au Choix has a $2-
million system which is inoperative
in winter months. Hawke's Bay has
a system that is plagued by freeze-
ups and shut-downs on a continual

‘n'cse communities, added to the
long list of smaller communities who
have inadequate, or no water
systems at all, make a bleak picture
for residents who want the basic
water and sewerage facilities en-
joyed by larger towns.

Brian Peckford, Provincial
Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, says the Provincial
Government spent $20-million
year on new systems, and over
$700,000 in maintenance costs of old
systems. ‘‘This is becoming just too
great a burden,” he adds, ‘‘so we are
suggesting to many of the
municipalities that they will have to
try and enlarge their tax bases."

There is only one program,

provincially sponsored, he says, and
under it ‘‘we're saying to
municipalities; if you want this new
water and sewer system of $2-
million,...you must agree to pay a
minimum of $12.00 per month (per
person) as a water and sewer rate. If
they agree to that we will go ahead,
because that will guarantee they will
have, at least, enolgh money to
it for a year.”

Mr. Peckford says the approvals
are made on several points, among
them, the community’s ability to
pay, the tax base of the community,
the need in social terms, and the
cost. After a community applies, a
consultant is asked to give an
estimate of the cost. If it is
reasonable and the need is deter-
mined to be great enough, the
engineers are asked to do an even
more comprehensive report. If the
system is approved, the project goes
on the books for future development.
Mr. Peckford says right now the
Department has some $500-million
worth of projects in line for com-

Affairs and Housing.

problems are.
Mr.

WATER SYSTEMS TO BE INVESTIGATED
St. Anthony residents are complaining about
their water system. Hawke's Bay, Port au Choix
and Flower’s Cove all have disfunctioning systems.
As a result, both the Port au Choix and Hawke’s
Bay systems are the subject of an investigation
ordered by Brian Peckford, Minister of Municipal

Mr. Peckford said the study, to be done by a
‘“very reputable” engineering firm, will look into
the problems of these communities and report to
him on where the problems lie. Mr. Peckford said
the study will try to determine if the engineering -
consultants, the contractor, or both, are at fault for
the poor condmons and operations ‘of the systems.

He said the Flower’s Cove system is under
scrutiny by his department and the situation has to
be studied closely to determine what exactly the

Pecldord I.ndlcned that tlle parties
for

poorly supervised...”

huhlhtlon wonld have to accnnnt for their
mistakes. He also admitted their department had
been farming out its duties in supervision and

control of the projects to private engineering firms,
and he said that “some of the projects have heen

design and

pletion, but, in the coming year will
only be able to spend about $25-
million. L

The Department a 5 year
program to deal with the problem,
but, Mr. Peckford says it will

He says the it has the
greatest difficulty with smaller
communities of about 1,000 people.
There is not enough revenue
potential to begin to start to pay
maintenance costs, let alone prin-
cipal or interest on the bonds the
Department must float to pay for the
service.

The Department is rmonsible for
all the costs incurred under the
program from the reservoir to about
10 feet from the person’s home. Mr.
Peckford says he hopes that in 10 to
20 years the communities will be
better able to pay part, if not all, of
their share of the debts.

When asked why communities
want water, and how their need is
guaged, Mr. Peckford refers back to
the resettlement program and says
that the fear of being resettled
forced small communities into
seeking incorporation. The resulting
growth of community demands and
needs, coupled with the inexperience
in many communities of those in-
volved in councils, has set up a
system where the communities
“think their role is to go to govern-
ment and ask for handouts, rather
than saying they will go so far, and
government will go the rest of the
way".

The Great Northern Peninsula,
particularly, has been plagued by
water problems for several reasons

with the problem.

Continued
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(Continuation)

‘The nature of many Newfoundland
coastal communities;provides many
unique engineering problems and he
cites the example of pipes buried
only four feel deep in areas where
frost extends six feet.

In Port au Choix there is very little
soil on top of the bedrock and it
freezea right to the bottom in winter.

‘onsequently, sections of the pipes

drock.
MrPef::ﬁotdllsuhnshnrsh

prograin to assist them, yet we have
Lo try and find the money to do it,
otherwisc they say we are not doing
our part”.

“I would definitely advise com-
munities to stay away from LIP
projects altogether in regard to
water and sewer, even if it means
‘waiting a year or two,” says Mr.
Peckford. In most cases, after ap-
proval, the wait would even be
longer.

Mr. Peckford said in the past
many applications have been ten-
tatively appi but, the projects

Local Improvement Program (LIP)
Grants.

“LIP programs are crazy—they
are irrational. They are absolutely
no good for water and sewer
systems; wherever they have been
done, we have had to go in the next
year and spend money to fix tbun
up.” He blamed poor en
and winter construction problems
for the foul-up.

He says LIP grants are sought for
$80,000 and approved for less. The
communities, in some cases, then
come to his seeking the
rest of the money and, ‘‘we have no

have been a flop. He said his
department is concerned about this
and in the future any LIP ap-
plication will have to be submitted
with an engineering study and a plan
to finance the materials and extra
expenditures that always seem to be
needed, before his department will
give the ok.

He said planning, foresight and
care have to be the foremost con-
siderations of any community in-
terested in a water sysrem and his
advice for a community about to
seek a water system is simple! “‘Be
prepared to raise the tax base and

Brian Peckford Provincial Minister
of Municipal Affairs
assume some more of the respen-
sibilities of financing and operating
the system."

I think we are going to have to
gef into more property tax—that can
be the chief generating revenue
source for any municipality,”
concluded Mr. Peckford.

School boards
have troubles

The two Northern Peninsula
School Boards — the Straits of Belle
Isle (integrated), and the Humber
St. Barbe (Roman Catholic), are
plagued with similar problems. One
of the major ones is finding homes
for teachers who come from away.
‘I'his year, a husband and wife team
arrived in Flower’s Cove, but since
they could find no place to live, they
had to go back. It was particularly
sad in this tase, as he was a math
speculhst and specialists are hard

The otber problem is attracting
specialists to the area. The
Integrated School Board, which
covers an area from L'anse au Clair
toRed Bay in Labrador, and Eddie’s
Cove East to Eddie's Cove West,
including Roddickton, is allowed
seven specialists, but they only have
four now. And of the four, two are
religious education specialists, not
because it is the most necessary, but
because that was all that was

strument, except a few who have
learned guitar on their own. The
Integrated School Board has ad-
vertised for a reading and guidance

for several months, but
has received no applications.

The Roman Catholic School Board
has the same problems, Their only
specialists are an art teacher, who
covers the entire peninsula, a
reading specialist in Bird Cove, and
a religion teacher in Plum Point. No
Roman Catholic school has a music
or physical education teacher. In
Port Saunders a lovely new DREE
school for grades 7-11 has just been
built with facilities for industrial
arts and home economics, but there
are no specialist teachers. The
enrolment is just too small.

The School Boards are en-
thusiastic and have lots of ideas, but
have trouble financing them. The
number of teachers is being
reduced, and therefore, the teacher
— student ratio is enlarging. There
is a real need for remedial reading,
but no money to institute a proper
program. Each family, regardless
of the number of children, pays $50,
which goes towards maintenance
and repayment of capital loans.
Major repairs are done by the
Provincial Department of
Education, but money for repairs is
hard to come by, and sometimes the

Tony Genge of Straits of Belle Isle
School Board

problems are quite complex. The
integrated school in Flower's Cove
was recently renovated, but already
is so overcrowded that one class is
held on the school’s theatre stage,
which lacks windows.

Many schools don’t have water
and the janitor is paid extra to bring
it in, but in the case of two-room
schoals, children must bring water
from home. The high school in
Flowers Cove had three artesion
wells dug by the Government, but
the water is undrinkable in the
winter, and the teachers send
students for water to nearby houses
which have their own wells.



Unlike other parts of the Province,

8

é

regular pick-ups are the most
common means of transportation,
especially in winter when every few
miles six to eight pick-up trucks can

‘Winter along the St. Barbe coast

one sawmill, one garage, and one or  concerned about the same things —
two local stores. The “rooms” look frozen pipes, poor fishing facilities,
worn out, the two-story, older homes the local LIP Projects, lack of
are brightly painted, and most of the pavement, bingo, hockey, inter-
bungalows are half finished with a’ community rivalry and church
door leading nowhere four feet groups. The St. Barbe Coast may
above the slow down in the winter, but the
And inside the homes, families are problems never do. *
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LIP boss ovutlines program

Phil Field, Provincial Manager of
Manpower and Immigration's Job
Creation Branch, describes the
Department’s Local Improvement
Program (LIP) grants as a “means
for communities to supplement their
incomes.”

He warns, however, that com-
munities should not assume they will
a grant in any year, and cer-
tainly should not think of the grants
as a continuing thing. The whole LIP
Program, he explains, is approved
year by year and might disappear if
the Federal Government doesn’t

think the expenditure is justified.
The LIP funds are distributed all
across Canada in accordance with
the unemployment figures.
Newfoundland’s share increased
from $4.5 million to $8.4 million from
1974 to 1975. With a maximum limit
of $75,000 per project, many com-
ar

he slngled out water systems as

digging equipm

of work that must be done for water
systems, and he advises any com-
munity interested in this type of
project ta make sure they have their

e
system to build community cenlers,
wharves, service depots,
playgrounds, ice rinks, and water
systems.

Mr. Field says the Branch doesn’t
stay away from any of projects, but

'k done and to apply early,
when the program is announced.

Mr. Field says the program is
announced about two months before
the application deadline, and in
many cases, communities don't send

LIP — the salvation
of the St. Barbe coast.

A community stage stands in
Green Island Cove and a second one
is almost finished, compliments o
LIP. The second one was needed,
claim !he residents, because Green
Island Cove serves several com-
munities and successful herring and
cod can’t be cured together.

Sandy Cove also has a com-
munity stage with a concrete floor,
as does Anchor Point. Eddie’s Cove

* has a community stage built without
concrete and Savage Cove's com-
munity stage is too bad to use.

Although there is only one
longliner between Sandy Cove and

on LIP projects for hockey rinks,

communlty sugeu wharis and
ter systems. While

pnarully do not work and wharves

are often too fragile to withstand the

winter storms, ice rinks and com-
munity stages have proven suc-
cessful. A fierce hockey competition
has resulted from the stadium in
Green Island Cove and people come
from miles away to use the one in St.
Barbe.

Community stages have paid off
wherever they have been built,
because the fishermen are families
with their own needs, and have been
building smaller ‘‘rooms” for years.

ern Peninsula highway at this very point.

+f the Labm orpowcr tunnel is bulll at Savm Cave ir s apuud to cross Ihe North-

Sted Mitchel of Green Island
Cove, supporter of one of the local
LIP projects.
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in their applications until the last
day.) He describes the system of
using a Community Advisory Group
(CAG), which is appointed by the
Federal member for the riding in-
volved, and how the CAG makes the
decisions about which projects
should be approved. The Minister
then approves the projects on the
basis of the CAG’s priority list, and
the Member's suggestions.

Mr. Field says in all projects
permission to build from municipal
governments, clearance from the
appropriate ministry to use land,
clear title to land, and other in-
formation, must accompany the
application, depending on what type
of project is planned. For example
all wharves must receive clearance
from the section of the Federal
Transport Ministry concerned with
navigation.

In the case of water , he
says, the Provincial Government

The decision to veto is made on the
strength_of the Provincial depart-
ments concerned, and co-ordinated
through one man. Some of the things
that might make the Province turn
down a water project may be poor
engineering in the plan, rejection of
the water supply by the Department
of Health, or special needs, as
determined by other departments.
The Provincial Government
hasn’t turned down many ap-
plications for LIP (unded water
systems, Mr. Field says. ‘‘This year
there was really only one that was
terminated, another one we were
able to salvage by making some
small adjustments.” He explains the
Branch depends on these outside
agencies to have final approval on
projects because the LIP people
don’t have the expertise to make

decisions on specific problems.
Mr. Field says in cases where the
Project Officer can see there is an
imati needs

has a veto power on any

in

forecasted in the application, the
Branch will negotiate with the
project sponsor for cutbacks. He
says the Branch is able to determine
the number of man hours necessary
for a community hall building
project, and he says, this is the
biggest problem with applications.
The CAG also will reduce the
project’s man hours if they deter-
mine it to be necessary.

The LIP grant pays for labour on
sites only, Mr. Field points out, and
any other funding must come from
other sources. He says in some cases
a building project where they saw
lumber, will produce extra, and the
sale of the surplus will pay for
various materials needed to com-
plete the project.

Mr. Field says most LIP projects
are completed; the few that aren't
can be blamed on poor

or i

bickering,.

“There’s a lack
says Fred Rowe

Fred Rowe, Member for St. Barbe
North, sums up the problems in his
district this way, ‘“I'here is a lack of
fishing facilities, municipal ser-
vices, highways, local roads, and in
certain areas, inadequate
educational facilities."

With regard to fishing, he explains
that St. Barbe North has a unique
situation in that the 6,000-7,000
people are distributed in ap-
proximately 35 communities along a
straight coastline, and they are all
dependent on the fisheries. Unlike
other parts of Newfoundland, where
communities are located in bays,
and one fish handling facility can
service several communities, both
Federal and Provincial levels of
Government are faced with the
problem of trying to provide
adequate fish handling facilities in
practically every one of St. Barbe
North's communities. Since the
nearest haul-out facility is planned
for Port Saunders far to the south,

hxu.l—ups and slipways"'.

‘number of semi-specialized
community stages wnth chllhng
facilities and i

with regard to women who take part
in the processing. They are being
discriminated against because of the
society in which they live. If that
same woman was on the payroll of
the Port au Choix Fish Plant, she
would automatically qualify for

are needed, as well as a marine
service station, probably located in
the St. Barbe Bay Basin, which

* would be central to the district. He

says that if these facilities aren't
provided, *‘the fishermen will either
have to fish outside the area, or ship
their fish outside the district,
causing unemployment.'

Rowe i that a study

Mr. Rowe concluded his
discussion on the fishery by saying,
‘I think the only salvation for St.
Barbe North as far as economic
prospects are concened, is a

massive infusion of men and ex-
pertise into the fishing industry.
Theirs is a unique industry com-
bining

inshore fishing and

has been done to find out the proper
location for a fish plant in St. Barbe
North. It concludes that one should
be located somewhere in the St.
Barbe Basin, but Mr. Rowe says, ““1
don'’t think a fish plant is the answer,
because it would be in competition
with the one at Port au Choix, and
the one in St. Anthony, and all three
might -suffer because of an in-
sufficient supply of fish.”

Mr. Rowe goes on to say that these
facilities in communities are also
necessary because
you can't expect women during the
summer to pack up their clothes and
go to Port au Choix to work. This is
where we run um problems with
Rick

step further and adds that a

Cashin, Jack MnrshalL the Minister
of National Revenue, and myself
have been trying to solve the
unemployment insurance problem

Fishing facilities have to
be improved immensely, without
changing the social make-up of the
area, I think the time has come for




the Provincial and Federal
(iovernments to sit down and realize
that the fishing industry in
Newfoundland has to be a joint ef-
fort.”

As for the pav‘nu of the road, Mr.
Rowe says, “The Government has
left the impression that the Great
Northern Peninsula is St. Barbe
South, and all the pavement in the
last five years has gone into that
district. This road affects the
number of days lost to school
arpering o o, an0. going

transporting of I
people back and forth to the hospital.
!Hhehghwaywupaved it would
condense the size of the district and
make life more bearable for the
people.”

When asked about the water
problem, Mr. Rowe replied that it
would be very costly to put a water
and sewer system into each of the St.
Barbe North communities. He ex-
plained that in 1971 the then
Department of Community & Social
Development started a fairly

ble program of pmwdmg water

£l
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One of the original Grenfell Mission buildings

St. Anthony

begins to blossom

St. Anthony has blossomed in the
last few years. Always a centre,
because of the

The town council employs 15 full-
time people, and one part-time

for the International Grenfell
broken

to small in
d, and
$225,000 was provided to some
communities in St. Barbe North. But
when the PC's took over, there was a
change in policy, and many of the
water systems froze up, and others
that were in the process of being
built, were le!tnnﬂmdled “‘Now the
present administration has started
an experimental program of
providing water to communities in
northern regions. This is a cir-
culatory heated water system,
whereby you bring the water into a
pump house, it's heated and cir-
culated to the main line, and then is
brought back to the heater, reheated
just above freezing temperature,
and the water lines go to the various
houses. If it is successful in Flowers
Cove, Bird Cove and Anchor Point, it
will be tried in other northern

i will be

region, but I think the dzveh;mmt
of the Lower Churchill,” said Mr.
Rowe, “is one of the greatest
prospects for employment for the
district. Many people are
forward to working on the

development of the Gull Island site,
tunnel N

the building of the cable

across the Straits, the clearance of
the transmission line, and the
building of the transmission line
down the Great Northern Peninsula.

recently
away from the hospital’s dominance
and become a town in its own

enclosed hockey stadium, finance
companies, and a liquor store. New
subdivisions are opening up, and
others are being planned for.

But despite its growth, St. Anthony
still suffers from the same problems
as other Northern Peninsula
communities — an inadequate water
system and poor roads. Over 125
families are without water now and
the problem results from a water

problem facing St.
ltlllltoneumc.

person to ‘the roads,
water system, take care of accounts,
ete. They have two plows and a snow
blower, and while the water service
causes people to complain, snow
clearing has been running

quite

smoothly.

The town is now in need of a trailer
park. The area has been picked out,
and the engineering plans drawn up,
but there are no funds available to
develop the area. And the lack of
housing in St. Anthony is bex

Town Manager

St. Anthomy
Mr. Boyles
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critical issue. Even the addition of a
54-home subdivision will only
temporarily ease the shortage. This
subdivision is now waiting for a
sewage treatment plant, the first for
St. Anthony, Everyone else uses the

harbour.

No one could have predicted that
St. Anthony would have grown as
fast as it has, and consequently,
some of the services are still reeling
under the population explosion,
particularly the schools. They
haven't looked to the future are
badly overcrowded. The Junior High
School was built by Sir Wilfred
Grenfell in the early 1900's and is
beyond repair. Children come from.
as far away as 32 miles to attend the:

schools.
But aside from lack of services

and overcrowding, most everything
else is looking bright. St. Anthony
has applied to be a customs port,
which would enable the many
foreign trawlers now fishing on the
Hamilton Banks to come into port
for oil, water and above-water
repairs. Now these boats have to go
to Botwood or St. John's. Hoever, it
is St. Anthony’s feeling that St.
John’s is reluctant to have another
customs port in the Province,
despite the possibility of 250-300 jobs
being created in St. Anthony. If St.
Anthony is lucky enough to become a
customs port, it will go to the private
sector and the Federal Government
to ensure that proper harbout
development is done.

The town is also planning for the
day when St. Anthony might play a

large role in oil development.
Already the town has surveyed for

* another 6/ building lots to be

developed near the Vocational
School.

St. Anthony services 13 com-
munities, and of course, people from
St. Barbe North use the hospital,
vocational school and other ser-
vices. And every year people from
smaller communities move into the
town #o find steady year-round
employment. Those between age 40-
60 are finding it difficult to get jobs
because they have little education,
but the younger ones are having no
difficulty. And so, St Anthony
leaves its small town fishing days
behind and becomes a service
community of the North.

Grenfell Store

continues handiwork tradition

Looking very patriotic, huge bolts
of red and white duffle greet you on

the second floor of the Grenfell
Mission's handicraft building.
Unrolling the bolts are several
women who busily snip coat patterns
in all sizes...child's 8, ladies 10,
man's 12, or trace a pattern for a
pair of mitts or slippers.

The duffle is than rolled up with
the appropriate colored yarns and
flower, bird or Eskimo designs, and
sent to one of the ladies along the St.
Barbe Straits to be embroidered.
Most likely, a huge bundle will be
sent to Winnie Noseworthy in Green
Island Brook, who, in the last few
years, has organized 3¢ women to
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Priscilla Colbourne traces a pattern on-
10 Grenfell cloth.

sew for the Mission. She herself was
brought up in North West River,
Labrador, went to work for the
Grerifell Mission in Cartwright at
age 11, and has been doing em-
broidery ever since. She distributes
the pieces from Flower's Cove to
liddie's Cove east and helps those
women who are new at embroidery.
Some have developed their
specialities and only work on mitts
or slippers, and Winnie’s mother
sews the fur trim on the mitts.
Winnie then collects the pieces and
ships them back to the handicraft
building either by mail or by
someone heading that way, and she
distributes pay, which is based on

Hector Taylor examines a recently

completed carving.

piece work, to the ladies.

Once the duffle is returned, it goes
to the sewing room where several
women make it into whatever it
should be. And from there it is either
sent out to a waiting store in Ottawa,
St. John's, Deer Lake, Corner
Brook, etc., or to someone in the
United States or Canada who has
sent in a special order.

However, other items beside
duffle are made by the handicraft
center. One room is devoted ex-
clusively to tracing designs on

English “Grenfell” cloth. This
material which has already been cut
into pieces for bags, windbreakers

Winnie Noseworthy gets di
for distribution.
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Continued
and the like is done by women in the
White Bay area, and the hooked
mats, also with specified designs
and colors already indicated on the
backing, are done by the women on
the Labrador Straits.

And if you continue to prowl
around the old Grenfell Mission
building, you can hear several drills
whirring away. In a well lighted
room Hector Taylor and others are
carying whales, seals, and bears out
of soapstone, or thimbles and dog
teams out of ivory. A skill not
possessed by many, the Grenfell
Mission has tried to introduce

carving, but only a few have
managed to succeed. Out of 12
trained last year, only one stayed
more than 6 weeks.
The mission store, which displays
the crafts, is filled with puffins,
parkas, polar bears and par-
tridgeberries. Colorful and ex-
pensive, they do not represent
ividuality of the le, but

About 100 people in St. Anthony,
formerly employed at the Fishery
Products plant, will probably not be
employed in the upcoming season.
Kumour says that softening crab
markets will force the company to
keep the plant closed this summer.
No official confirmation could be
found.

Eric Chubbs, Head of the fish
plant worker’s union, and
Recreation Director for the town,
says the plant is flexible and could
be opened for other types of
products, but he feels Fishery
Products doesn't have the resources
to sink into conversion.

Mr. Chubbs says the Fishery
Products plants in St. Anthony are of
prime economic benefit to the whole
of the Peninsula, and in Mr. Chubbs’
local there are some 400 members.
‘There are a lot of men who work
temporarily who are not members,
he says, but the total number of
workers indicates the dependency of
the communities on the tip of the
Island on the plants.

Mr. Chubbs says the union-

they represent a standard of quality
which is always consistent, can be
relied upon, and is known the world
over. While the pay is low by today’s
standards, the Mission provides 28
people with fulltime employment
and over three hundred women work
part-time up and down the coast.

Grenfell handiwork employees ready the duffie for cutting.

relations in the St.
Anthony plant are good. Complaints
are rare concerning working con-
ditions, and Mr. Chubbs says,
“When they do crop up they are
taken care of without any fuss".
Community sources say the com-
pany has indicated to the tnion they
think it is the best union on the
Island.

Mr. Chubbs says the union is in-
terested in methods of converting
the plant into a year-round
operation, rather than the six-month
season it has now. Annual income
from the plant is approximately
$3,500, and people supplement their
income with U.LC. benefits.

Mr. Chubbs one way to ex-
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