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gill net quality too low

Ghost fishing not problem,

smaller mesh size and start to catch
less mature fish.

lbe problem of ghost fishing is a
Illore realistic worry with gill nets,
the spokesman said, but even that
should be view'ed m a proper light.
'Ghost' fishing is the process that
goes on after a net is lost. The net
will continue to fish. Becoming filled
"ith dead fish, it will eventually
sink:. The fish will rot and tide action
"ill clean the net of bodies allOWing
it to reOoat to catch more fish and to
t'Qntinue the cycle. The use of
monofilament and artificial fibre
nets, with a Virtually infinite life
span, leaves open the speculation of
a net 'I-:host' fishing forever.

However, the spokesman said, of
the thousands of nets lost. each year,
maybe only half of them are actually
capable of ghost' fishing, and of
those, they will only fish half the
time, the other half lie dormant on
bottom with their catch of rotting
OOdies. Many gill nets are lost
through the action of larger seiners,
draggers and trawlers, or through
adverse ice conditions, and many of
th~se nets are not in catching con­
dition, he said.

What is of concern to the
Department is the nwnber of nets
being used by fishermen. Whereas
ten to twenty nets would be sut·
ficient a few years ago, depleting
stocks are forcing fishermen to use
as many as 150 to 200 nets now. The
increasing: nwnber used increases
the nwnber 'ghost' fisillng. and 01
course, creates in-roads into the
young, yet mature, fish not
traditionally caught except by
longline method 10 the past.

or greater concern to the
Goverrunent agendes dealing with
fishery problems, and to the con·
swner and producer alike, is the
quality of fish being caught by gill
nets. In a recent compilation of
information from Evironment
Canada, !4atistics tell the tale about
gill nels. Of the catch. only 30 per­
cent is considered to be Grade 1 fish;
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percent ends up as reject grade (ish.
11Iiongiinc fishing, the grade 1 fish

llIakes up i;() percent; grade Z the
relllHini~ 2lJ percent; and d reject
quality. a negligible CiUloWlt.

Tbc poor quality i!S explainetl by
~b: reasons, the l>epartJut!Dt says:

1. flah strangle and die in the gill
uel and have a 'post-mortem Ctge'
Whell the net is hauled, especially (01
l'Od. About 40 percent 1050 percent of
the total gill net fishery is involvet..l
"iUl c..'Od.

2. Turbot, flounder and gre)'S01e
1Je<.:ome entangled m the net around
their middles. causing e:lcessivc
lJruising and discolouralion of the
nesh

3. A full net will sink to the ocean
Door where tide action drags the net
<.Icross rocks itnd sand. The
'scrubbing' effect on the fish 1Il8k~

lhem of reject quality. It is
suggested, after only four days
fishing. 20 percent 01 the catch has
been subjected to this.

4. Gill netting, as explained, may
use up to 200 neb. Nets may stay ill
the water unattended for up to two
weeks. compounding the problems
outlined above.

S. Smaller catches per unit of
effort has increased the time a net IS

fished before it is attended. This
compoWlds the other problems.

6. Poor handling. lack of bleeding
and-or gutting, and lack of chilling
the catch increases bruising and
decompositim of Ute catch.

The gill net, while it is an efficient
and adaptable gear system. the
Department says, must be looked at
more closely to achieve a solution to
these problems.

They suggest gin netting areas
might he set up which, with a limile<J
number of nets per boat. may
decrease the wastage and poor
quality associated with UU lishery.
They also suggest a retw"n to
lmgline or rook and line fishi~ as a
solution

The question the fisbennen must
ask themselvea. the spoI<eaman
said, is whether it is economically
more advantageous to fish a
seasonal lishery with slack periods
in between; or if it is better to fish
year round, attaining smaller
calches cl a poor quality fish em a
regular basis.

1be answer can only come from
the lishermell involved in the gill
netting busin.... and it can only
come when the fishermen know
eocUy what the problems are and
how they aflect their livelihood.

III lJeclu> Awash recently man)
:-;tories have cJealt with the problems
assoctatetl with the use of gill nets
I, ishenUl.'f1 from various parts of the
Island have comlenmed their usc,
uthers have l.'ondemned theIr use but
t'Ontinuc to usc them to make ends
meet.

'I'ht-two IIlbSt common complaint.->
;'lbout giD nets are that they catch an
WU:OIllIIIOIl share of spawning or
lI.other' fish, and that when lost

they go on 'gh~t' fishing for years
afterward. .

!I. spokesmall for the ~'ederal

1'.nvirolUnent Canada Vishery and
Marine Service says some of the
rears l>eing: expressed may be an
over-reaction. He said the gill net is
lJeing used increasingly in favour of
the cOO trap and for many reasons.
\mong them ure that the gill net

catches a much larger fish than the
trap; it is easier to set and pull; it is
eheaper to buy or construct; and
1II0st importantly, it allows a
fisherman to catch an even number
of fish throughout most of the year,
in contrast to the trap which has
always been a seasonal harvesting
method

The spokesman said that fears of a
gill net catching more than a fair
'ihare of 'wolber' fish is WlfoWlded.
Since fish spawn once a year. when
mature, whether they are caught
during spawning season, before, or
after, makes no difference. "They
are still a dead hsh," he said.

The depletion of fish stocks cannot
be direclly linked to the catching of
spawning fish, he said, as much as it
is linked to overfishing throughout
the whole industry. He said the gill
net catches a larger, more mature
fish, but in spawning season, the
incidence of 'mother' fish in a gill
net catch is no more or less than
other types 01 gear

Economically, the gill net is an
advantage for the fishennen, but as
the more mature fish are used up,
the spokesman said, the fear is that
people will go to an increasingly
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Chicken manure is base
for fertilizer project

Chronicles
(Coll/m~dJ

Mr. Dals lJrOtlght a lew lIIen [rom
lbcster such as packers and sealers
.... ho \'0 ere acquairted with the
canning industry. All lobster tins
\'0 ere sealed by hand with a soldering
iron. therefore, a sealer was a
special marl.

He in!Struded fishenuell ill the art
lIf malting lobster pots, hired men
",Itll boat.-> to collect lobsters from
lll<Jny harbours, and paid fishermen
901.' per J00 lobsters
~r. IJittsope:rated hisfactory unbl

other men established factories in
olher conunWlities in the l3ay.
tbarles U. Chambers operated a
largi! factory 111 Michael's Cove in
lIaroour Uurfetl, and another man
Illlilt 01 factory at (~aulton's bland,
om: of the Tack's Heach group of
Islands.

Although his price was low for
lobiter, it gave the economy of the
Islaoo communities a much needed
loosl. Other merchants operated
fadories until individual hshenuen
~artcd to pack their own catch.

About the same time as the lobster
looustry developed, merchants and
other individuals became interested
In the Banks rishing industry.
Charles U. "bambers ouUIUed two
:-;chooners for the Banks fishing.
Charles Tulk, a sea captain, out­
lilted two more, and Willlam Hann,
who operated a large business at the·
southeast entrance to the harbour,

Ask Kevin Aucoin, the Provincial
Agriculture Uepartment's Chicken
Specialist, what he's up to these
days, and he'll (X'obably say, "To
my eyes in chicken manure".

While that may not be literally
true, Kevin is involved in an eI·
perimental project to convert
chi<:k.en manure into an organic
fertihur, useful for small time
gardeners, hothouse operations and
seedling growers. The product is a
miIture of manure, peat IDOlS and
quicklime.

The Depa~t became involved
In the eIperiment last ye.. when
Kevin S8W an article in a British
magazine about the (X'oceIS. A
machine, manufact&lm under the
trand name ECO, mulches and
mius 200 J)OlIOCk of manure, 10
poWids of peat moll, and about zo
pounds of quicklime, in .bout I:)

outfitted two as "ell
Each of these schooners carried

six dories and a crew of fourteen. 1\
large IIwnUer of servants were
employed 011 the merchanl's
premises to cure the large catches of
fish. As more and iargi!r boats "ere
t'Ilgaged in the Cape St. Mary's and
Golden Bay fLShcries, all the hal'
lJours arolmd the lIay became a lJee
rove of activities

As many of those out·llarbour
boats sold their cured fISh to mer­
chants at Buffett, the activities in
the harbour increased rapidly for
lhe next few years. This led to a
boom in the economy of Harbour
I,u((ett and the nearby com­
munitie:..

Before the lw'n of the century, the
Banks fish operations graduall)
Jeclined in Placentia Bay, as well as
in other localities on the Southwest
t oast. Afterward, a number of those
Hanks schooners were used in the
l'Oastal trade. Cod traps no doubt
helped the end of the b8nki~

schooners because the traps were a
much faster and easier way to catch
fish.

The Cape S1. Mary's boats would
£ish with trawls in the herring
school. Before the caplin school each
boat would (X'oceed to Golden Bay,
or the Cape Shore, lo use one or two
(.'od traps each. Some years boats
would catch more fish in s1:l weeks
than for the whole fishing season
with trawls. In most of the island

minutes, and turns it into a high
lUade organic fertilizer.

The finished (X'oduct, a dark
brown, smelly, powdery, substance,
has good shelf storage and high
potential application for a variety of
farming and horticultural usages.

The COIl of the product will be
competitive, at about $100 per ton,
which is less than organic fertilizers
presently being sold. Kevin says at
$100 a too the operator could make a
tidy profiL

The Department would be willing
to assist a chicken fanner with the
capital outlay for the machine,
which is about $6,000. And once the
proper quantities, grades and for·
mulas are worked om, the Depart.
ment would be able to assist the
fanner in initial (X'oductioo and
marketino.

1'Olllilltlflitics in the Bay, a IlwnUcr
of fishl'rlllen would operatl' lwu
lraps wilh a crew of five men

A.'i years passed, more and IJIOrl'

SUII" ured hsh "as exported by lhe
leading merchanb ill the Bay to
Lurope in IJulk cargo and to the \\ est.
ludie.'> in half. one-quinlal drwlIs.
.md in [ow--quinlal casks.

For the slIlall number:; 01
I'opulatiun Ifl the Island com·
murulJe • it i$ surprisin~ the largl'
dmoWlt of fish and herring exported
to foreign countries. In BlOO thl'
population of nine main com­
munities"as 2.200. In l!rll this \'oib
:'tiD onl)' l,6OO. but had reached Its
peak lbc principle exporters \'0 ere
lIarbour Buf(ett, Spencer's love,
Tack's l!each and. lerasheen

AroWld lhe turn of the century,
when &olclH:ured herring Wlb ill

~ood demand In the U.:-'.A .. the
catchinJ.l and packin~ of herrin~

gave the fi.')hing UKlustry the lxlost it
very much needed fer expan.-;ion
Ilerring factories \'oere established
in the majorit} of harbours in the
I,ay, some on a \:ery large scale.

Before the advent oJ. the herrim.
Industry, the earning power of
rtsherlllen .... as vel'} limitetl in
.... inter months. l3ut, after it started,
fishermen could earn as much
l'atching herring and working in the
herring factories as they did in the
swnlllcrs in the cod fishery. Owing
to Placentia Bay being ice free,
herrin~ could be caught all winter.

Kevin says final figw-es aren't yet
completed, and would depend on the
type of system the farmer uses, how
many chickens he has, and so on,
uut, he can envision an operation
turning out about 5 tons of fertilizer
per day.

Right now, chicken manure is
posing a problem to chicken growers
and egg producers in the Province
and, depending on markets, the
Province could probably handle the
production of two of these machines
yearly. or 6,700 pounds of manure
daily.

Thus far, the peat moss used in the
project has been local, but unless the
fertilizer manufacturers can com£
up with a local peat moss producer
who can supply material of a COll'
sislent quality, Kevin says, th(
potential fertilizer manufacturet
may be faced with importing the
peat moss from, ·ova Scotia

Anl'one interested in any aspect of
the project, or in becoming involved
as a producer of fertilizer, should
contact Kevin Aucoin at the Con­
federation Building, 5t. John's.



Our Special Section ­

Great Northern Peninsula
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Although everyoM ,...Ii,es the
GrHt Northern ~insu" begins
lust aboYe DMr uk., for our
purposes we begin our look at the
GrNt NortMrn P.ninsu.. .It
"-wk.', BIIy. For those of you
who live south of "-wk.', BliV we
hive not forgotten you, but will
look .It your ...... in another

issw, when we un deYo.. more
$fNIu lind time to your Im.r.sts
and problMn•.

For thow of you who live
above, and to IN Mst of tMwk.'s
1M,. we a,,... tN, Is only ..
superficial .a-nee at wtYt Is
hlppenl", in your arH. Time did
not permit UI to visit every

community .nd t•• to every
person, IMIt we hopt ttwlt through
this iss those of you who lin
on the G NortMm Peninsu".
and in all other Newfoundlilnd
communities, will ~ve .. better
understanding and .. better idea
of what is hapPening to your
neighbours.
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Map by T.A.F.



Hawke's Bay sawmill

on-off-on-off-on?
Stan lloddinott of Hawke'sHay is a (."Ompany principles to re-open in

picture of the frustration felt in that 1972; partly to bolster operating
town because of the "on agaln-off capital, to clean up some overdue
again" woods operation of the area. debts, and to do some renovations
Hawke's Hay is the only town on the required to operate more smoothly.
Great Northern Peninaula which The Government made the loan on
depends 3Cllely on woods operations. the stipulation that the mill would

Bowaters (Nfld.) Limited of operate, _, that the principles
c..:omer Urook had a pulpwood would be involved in some kind of
operation in Hawke's Illy for a woods operations to create em­
IIwnber of years, but in 1967 it ploymeDt in the area.
stopped when Bowlden realized The mill re-opened and, said Mr.
lhat !iOft.ening paper marteta were Maynard, it was plagued with "poor
making the Hawkes a.y pulpwood lIlInaIement and poor supervision
too expensive. from the Ct:ner Brook office". The

The now defunct Northern wooclands people never really got
Hegimal Developmenl. "-ociations toeetber with tbe mill people and
stepped in am ran a curtaUed vice VIrSI. The mill cloaed again.
operatioo for me winter, and in I. lAmdrigan's and Bowaten have
a joint venture between Bo..aten become tmwilling bedfellows, Mr.
and Lundripn's Umited of Corner Maynard said, mel both companies
Brook was set1P to eItablish a are trying to get the operatioo split
sawmill in the area. A survey of up, with Bowaters taking aver the
timber eumds showed that timber woods operations for the production
potential was good, and the con- of pulp and Lundrigan's the mill,
sultanls suggested a mill with an . bufb!&- sawlog material from
annual capacity of 12 million board Bowalers. Under the new Forestry
feet. Policy that says a company cutting

According to Bd Maynard, pulp must produce sawlog material
politician and activist from the if it exists on their stands, the
area,andnowProvincialManpower operation shouldn't have any
Minister. the first mistake by the problems. Mr. Maynard said
companies was to build tbeir Bowaten doesn't want to lose the
Newfotmdland Ford. Products mill leaaes it has on timber stands in the
loo large. It has a capacity of abo" ara, aso will have to produce the
3) million board feet amuaUy, lwk:e sawlop.
as midi as was suaested. 1be woods operatioo, under Mr.

Mr. Maynard said the miD dOled Hoddinott's foremanship, is going
aft« a mort time for vague reuons. thia wUter, but Mr. Hoddinott said
He said at. the time a union was becan'f findenouchmen toworttIn
trying to organize the mill. wt»cb the woods to make tbe operation
h.a rellCbed peak dai.b' outp.. In sensible. He decried the fact that
only sis m<Dths. Ever~ lftIIled many of the men from the ~
oi., but It closed up, throwing the munity are receiving VIC benefits
commwdty back to unemployment while jot. in the woods go begging.
and welfare. Mr. Hoddinott's crJticism is

Local pressure tuilt up and the refuted by Mr. Maynard who
min re-opened the nen fall, and said suggested the ernUc nature of the
Mr. Maynard, "sloppy lOlling operations has done much to
management" W88 the order of the keep people from committing
day. The mill opened and doaed them.seJves to the operation. He said
fitfully for thenen year, and finally the Daniel's Harbour mining
shut down completely. operation, scheduled to start soon

A $1,150,000 loan was made to the wID probably take up much of the

unemployment of the lS(knan work­
force from the community in the
future.

Mr. Maynard said the companies,
whatever their final arrangemenu,
must start up q:ain, arxI he
s;uuested they will have to
guarantee the men of the area a set
opentiooal tilDe. He said a six or
eight month logging operation would
JrOvide material for the mill to
operate for a good part of the year
and this system will have to be
agreed 00, so as not to tax the
resolD'Ci!S of the timberlands there,
which couldn't produce up to 3U
million board feet annually.

fdeanwhile, stan Hoddinott l.s
faced with trying to run an Wl­
derstaffed, overworked woods
camp, 20 mUes from the oomlDlnlty,
and he Is gelling disgrwIlled. He
suggests the men of the community
on welfare or UlC lbouJd be forced
to work in the woods. Once they can
eet the woods operation going, be
said, the rat of the problems mould
work 0" by them.selves.

Mr. MaJ1W'd agreed the situation
in the area looked bleak rigtt DOW,

but be said the potmtial for a large
woods operation is there and it will
have to be takel advantage ct, and
soon

Pot;t au Choix
A .r.w..•
c••••••ty

Whether Port au ChoU: set out to
become a growth centre is irreIevent
because it has naturally become
ooe. Sporting one of the few good

~~~~:=P=,
and it bas a viable fisberies:
spedalWng in shrimp and cod.
There is also a fairly large shipyard,
several basinesses, and a tplllelnl.
In fact, dwing the lishing -.
Portau Cboix iJso busy that it bas to
look to otber communities to supply
labour.

Several mUes down the road is
Port Saunders, witb nursing,
R.eM.p. and forestry stllllans, •
new ama1Iamated biIh school, and
several other services. And around
the Bay is Hawke's Bay, known for
IlsmllJ.

The population of Port aUl: Cboix
has doubled to approximately '700 In
the lut few years. People have
moved in from au over ... Flchot
Island, Flowers Cove, Anchor Point,



but it's the feeling ci many that no
one gained anything in Port au
Choix. The second strike did not
affect Port au Choix directly as Itdid
not have any trawlers, but many
fishermen believe that the only way
to get anything from a fish plant is to
strike. It's fairly clear that in the
future if the fishermen don't like the
way something is being done, they
wi1l have no hesitation about going
on ::trike in Port au Choix.

EllI:CM Gould (riKllt) prrptUrJ frx lIt1otht:r fiJhin6 UGlOtl.
Wbile many comnlWlities and

fishennen have "hard luck" stories,
the fishermen at Port au tboix must
certainly hold the "hard luck"
stories record

(COtIhtlwd "" ",ut P4t:)

Three wharves
in five years

II.mvers, \lassachusells secondary
processing plant by boat, but when
the \ orthern Peninsula road is
paved the fish are expected to be
transported by tractor trailer.
Uepending on ice conditioIlS, the
season can be quite long. This year
the plant did not close down until tht'
middle of ,January. It wiU start up
iOgain <b soon 8.'i the ice breaks

Naturally, the first strike affected
fishermen and plant workers alike,

Cow Head and a few of the islands.
Although the Maritime\rchaic
Indian graves date back almost 4000
years, Port au Choix, as we know it
today, is not all that old. The oldest
ho~e standing was built no more
than 60 years ago, and many houses
have been built recently in the new
subdivisions. Already one of these
subdivisions has been fiDed, and the
town council realizes that another
will have to be built this swnmer

The town council collects a $10
service tax, a $5 water tax, and it
charges a tax to businesses, for Motels are Mushrooming
which the businesses get their Serviccs. Secretan o( State.
premises plowed twice a week. The St. 8arbe.lla~k('·s Ray. Plum I{ural Oe\'clopment, etc. While
COWlcii has a new multi-purpose Point, Daniel's Harbour, Rod· Uie)' an- c1uslered around thl.'
snowplowtolookafterthe6~mi1es UicklOn, Flo~('rs ("(lve and !:II. har, thle linesmen from Tech-
of road, some of which is paved; a Anthony,_ Thcsean'just a (e.... of monl, the boy.!> (rom the High·

=~t~~c:~r~:e~ ~~~ne:~ ~~te~O~c~~~~~a~~~. ll:~('r~~ ;:I~~hont' 1'~:~~any,COa~%a~N
welder to thaw frozen water lines. ~~~~Il~~~ ~~.ll~Cex~~~~'e:~-:~~~ ~uer~ee~:~~~~~~~~~~:,sriexr~:i~
Ilawke's Bay has an incinerat?r .'5 lhe Plum Pomt lotel. which muscles at the dart board, and
which Port au Choix hopes to use 10 no~ ha.. o\er t~ent) rooms thl' salesmen working out o(
the near future for all garbage. lelephont's and color T.\" GUiers ('orner Brook gobble down their

The biggest problem facing Port are st'asonal, such a IhI> Loon food in il corner
au ChoiI is an inadequate water LodKe in ~t Anthun)', and :olill Although home cooked meals
system. Installed by DREE, the other... havl· limited ac· an' bein~ replaced by hamburger
town has spent between $60,000 - ('ommodations, such as the vatties and hot dogs, tht'

$110,000 trying to keep it going. t~~;~r~~~O~t'a~~?t~l~e8~:11~1~ a~~ ~,~~~\\i:n~ ~~~n~~~~:~~~~. Cto~
As for recreation, hockey, week nights during thl' winter lhost' ~overnment people who

broomball and darts are very big. 11'... not the touriSlS, howt'vt'r, !>till wanl all the meals and
There's keen competition in hockey, who are usinl{ these motels. It':. comforts of home, Millicent
and a UP Project has been awarded workers (rom the Department of Billard's boarding house in Port

~~:.du&.t~r~okm:~srn~\i~U:~: L,;":.!""-"::;,:::ul.:,:,u:;,":::'.;;'.:;'is:;:h:::".:;i,:.:,,,,.;::,0::;'::":;.1=.;:,.::.u",C;::hO:::i':;';:ti:;;I1"",:,::m:;;':;;io=,:;ou::ee:o==

their own building, although right
now it is being used for adult typing
classes, and bingo is held twice a
week. Predominantly a Catholic
COnunWlity, the church is very
powerful, perhaps in part due to the
dynamic nature of the priest, Father
McGrath, who is well known for his
active and vocal voice concerning
the fisheries.

Of course, the fish plant, in
operation in Its new building since
1968, Is the major employer.
Employing a total eX 425 during the
last fishing season, they had as
many as 313 at one time during peak
season. In addition to the plant
workers, there are approximately
380 fishermen who sell their catches
to the plant. These flShermen ",,:ork
on the more than 2S shrunp
draggers, as well as on a nwnber of
40' • 65' longliners, and several
smaller boats.

Shrimp and cod are the major
species processed, although some
perch and scallops are done. Thus
far, the bed:! don't appear to be
rapic:Dy depleting, Right now, the
processed fish are transported to the



speak out

111e men, all successful fisher­
men, had a wharf built a few years
ago. Although local uperb said the
",harf was In the wrong place,
coostruction went ahead, only to
have the wharf collapse soon after
coiliplelion

Eugene Gould, a member of the
Fishermen's Committee for Port au
l'hoill, said several contract(rS were
brought in to rebuild the wharf, but,
two went bankrupt, and when the
thud contract(r did manage to
l·omplele It, It fell down again. Mr.
Gould said there was a "lot more
money spent 00 that wharf than was
mtended in the lint place."

He said the new wharf, wbidl is
now under construction, should
..void these jroblems, as many local
fishermen have had some ~ut into
the deSign and localion. The new
wharf is being buill tmder a OREto;
program, and should provide
protection fer many of the ~

longhners that tie up in Port au
O1oix's harbour

Mr. Gould said the new wharf ia
not bigenough, but being in the right
pl8Ci!, It wiU provide some protec­
hon, and will be of great benefit to
the COfTUll unity.

This new wharf is the third at­
tempt. The second. stiD Dooling
around in the harbour, according to
Mr. Gould, was built last year amder
8 LIP program at a coat of about
$80,000. Ralph O'Keefe, then mayor
of the town, applied for and received
the money to build the wharf near
his ~ipyard. Before any of the
technicalities regarding _lie could
be worked out, the wharf, poorly
looSlruded, was wuhed away by
heavy seas. It floated in various
partS of the harbour last swnmer,
and had to be towed aroWKI to keep it
Gut of the way of the boats using the
harbour

Mr. Gould said there ia talk of a
sliJ!way ~ing put in the community,
which as a necessity for the
longliner:men, as the nearest JIip­
way as 10 St. Anthony, about IZ
mUes away. Altbough .,000 has
been allocated to the p-oject, Mr.
Gould feels this isn't sufficient to do
a proper job.

The Fishermen's Committee bas
an opportunity to press for better
spendi.. of granted money in the
Por:tau au Choix harbour, oowtbat
serIOUS attempts are beiDI made to
accommodate ttier needs. but Mr.
Gould has UUle faith in the ef­
fectiveness of the CommiUee. He

feels the wharf and slipway may
have come anyway, as they were
needed desperately

A community stage is needed in
the area also, as people from other
l'Ommunities are using the rocks
aroWld the harbour to partially
process their catches.

Port au. CloUt. is one ,of two large
harbours In the lJIUnecbate vicinity
and as such, is destined to grow ~
Sloppy management and poor
cosntruction have caused problems
In the.,Mr. Gould said. Bel,. on

Students

Ask the grade 11 students from
Hawkes Bay, Port Saunden and
Port au Choix what they would like
to see in their communities. and they
..iD all say. "A place to hang out".
They claim there is noth1n to do and
nowhere to go, except for an oc-­
cuaiooai Friday nigtt dance, a
hockey game or a movie in Port au
Chois. "There's not even a
crUSslore to go to", said one student.
Perhaps this feeling is one reason
vandaliam is on the Increase 1n the
communities.

In the swnmer time the students
used to swim at Tom Taylor'S pond,
but that became a water s~y. And
they used to swim in the "cove", but
a sewer system W8I inltaUed.
Tbere's not even a public Ubrary.
Some students say the Wcmen's
1aItitute bad booU, tut tbe)' were
not set up and it w. imposIible to
flnd anytIOng. There', DO orpnlzed
miDor boctey or broombMl And
tbere's no physical education ~
structor aaigoed to the area.
Tbere's DO gym and DO stadium. A
101 of tile .._ complain lbal
\bore Ia. _I deoI of_In
~ but DO ..,. _eat'" enouch
to orp.ni&e it. There's DO lndustrial
arts. and no home ecooomtcs.
aIIhougb tile .._Is did point oul
lbIt tbeir new school would have a_.

The stDIIeata are bitter and feel

the Committee, he is in a position to
create eHective input into the
growth of the commun.ity, but, he
reels the Committee is not eUective
and won't be in the future

IJespite Mr. Gould's pessimism,
mamy members of the conununity
reel a. greater effort to organize and
function on the Conunittee's part
may be the boost the cofTUllooity
needs to get properly built services
;md facilities with a minimum of
fuss and bother

that all the money spent in the tDree
conununities in the last few years on
makeshift programs could have
be~ spent on building a decent
stadiwn, but as it is now the
stwents realize they~f~ year
to year doing makeshift projects
that often don't work. This swuner

g;ylt~~~d~:tf~~~
Cboiz, a children's playground in
Port Saunders, and painting, Ian~

scaplng and flooring the rink in
Hawkes Bav.

As for the' future, the students say

~~~~::~~o~"~":;
the grade 11 stwents, nest year's
pla~ include studying forestry,
nurSUJg, hairdressing, three are
going to Corner Br.... and lhe real
don't kno".

But it's DOt all gloom and doc:m for
these kids. 1bey have started a very
esciting and worthwhile project, an
ezcellent new community
newspaper. Called The Roocalli
Tribune, it contains information.
about new developments at the rlSh
plant. Ioc:al ..ater probI...... ho..1ng
development, hunting seuoo, and it
ia .one of the fint local attempts to
brine the three communities closer
together through a very effective
means of communication. It's
_bing Ill< tbese _ to ....
LeI', bope h leads to other~



For many, the lobster season was
not long enough to collect the
necessary unemployment stamps
and by the fall oll9'14 many w~re

faced with the prospect of seeking
social assistance.

To compolDld problems further,
the water is very shaDow around
t:astors River South, and although
the wharf extends 300 feet imo the
harbour, at low tide, there is CI1ly 8
inches of water at the wharf's end
Instead of landing catches at the
wharf. for years longliners have
taken the fish to 81. Jom's Island,
two hours away by steam, and then
brought back to waiting trucks after
being cured. Although time con­

SlDTling, it was easier for fishermen
to make a few trips with cured fish,
rather than make daily trips to
Castors River South and wait for the
high tide. Early freeze-up due to ~e
large amount of fresh water conung
irto the harbour has also contnbuted
to problems in the past. While. other
commWlities are still fishing III late
November, castors River has to tie
up its boats because of the amoWlt of
ice around the wharf.

A lack of leadership has been
another problem In the community.
and with the death of three fisher­
men in 1972, the community lost
some of its best leaders. Since
m~t everyone Is related in Castors
River, the tragedy affected ~e

entire community, and twenty-five
children were left without fathers.

The community itself looks less
prosperous than others. Tw~story

homes. so common in other com·
muniUes, are lacking. Small
makeshift bungalows a're the
dominant architectural style and
m~t are without paint or proper
siding. Fences are virtually non­
existent. Because families are large
8-10 children are average - the
children often leave school early to
help tend the younger ones, or to
help out fishing.

However, the community is
beginning to take a new lease on life.
With the help ollhe Special Projects
Officer from the Department of
Social services, an application was
made to UP this fall to extend the
wharf another 140 feet, put an L OIl
it, and build a community stage. The
application was accepted and
Castors River South has it first UP
Project.

ICont~Oft Mxl ptI#)

1975 GNd~ Ek~n class of RonCQIli llig/l School

"Housing "Construction
project stops" on slipway"
In 1969, 8 new subdivision area In ~arly Spring or wJle.n weather

was opened for the residents of Port pennlts, the Modem PaVing Ud. of
Saunders. At {resent, there are ~t. J~'s will contin~ constructi~n
between 15-20 homes in this area. on a slipway being built .00 Perry s
However in the future there will be Point at the eastern sectlOO of Port
nomorehomesallowedtobebuilton Sa~~rs harbour.~ one, the
the western region because of health bwlding of the wharf, IS already III
problems whit:h may develop as, a operation. How~ver, at the ~esent
result of poor sewerage. Aloog With time, construction 00. the slipway
the sewerage problems, con- has stopped due to Ice and bad
slruction of new homes has also been weather condi~ons. . .' .
stopped as a result of bad building When ~he slipway IS f~hed, It
groWld. Most of the building loU will ~nsist of a boat building and
consist of hard rocks or cliff. repcur shop, a warehouse. and a

People who have begun to work OJ' m~hine shop. It will also~
their new homes will be auowed lc facilities such as washrooms, office,
finish them but the ether people w~ r~ rooms, aJ.ld. ~. The
have purchased lots will have theu slipway. when fUllShed, will servace
money refunded. This situation will, not only the commwuties. of Port
no doubt, be very disappolrtmg to SaWlders and Port a.u ~lX but IS

~~~ew~ann~ t: ~s: e=~~fse~~::n~n~
region. fReprded from the Ron- IR.eprinted from the Roncalh
calli Tribunel TnbuneJ

Castors River South on its way up
Castors River North and South are regulatiOns were strictly enforced.

two communities spanning a major Consequently. buyers were reluc­
salmon fishing river. Appro:rimalely tant to take herring from Castors
forty families make up the two River South because it lacked
conununities, and all are dependent proper processing facilities. The
on the fiShery. Until recent years buyer of many years, Ward Allen of
Castors River South has been a <..:w-ling, no longer visits the area,
r1\IjCl" fish produci~ community, because of the risk of buying herring
especially for herring and loll>ter. In that might not meet inspection
1973, peak production was reached regulations. However, if proper
with 22,5113 Ibs. or lobster landed by facilities were in the area, he has
sixteen operators, with a total of said he would have no qualms about
1.342.165 Ibs. for all fish landed. buying there again.
However, since then the community Since herring and lomter were the
has been plagued with bed luck, and main fishery for the area, when the
only now is it begiMing to get back herring went the fishermen did not
on its feet. have the gear and were not prepared

Last year. herring processing to tackle one of the other species.
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Anchor Point busy

with new fish stage

A.
U.l.e.

benefit. cut off.

Inchor Point
women upset

Women of the Anchoc Point are
are upset.

Jessie Genge, wife of 8 "local
fisherman. and several other ladies,
have run afoul of the Unemployment
Insurance Commission and the
regulations defining an employer.

The women shucked scallops all
summer, whlle their husbands
fished, and were paid on a rfCular
baals by the buyer of the scallops.
The buyer, a relative, Noah Genge,
paid Unemployment Jnsurance
benefits for the fishermen and also
for the lacties. The problem with the
cmunissioo is that enstt,. rules
say that if the women dick'l't par­
ticipate in the actual c8lchinl of the
""allops, thm they cannot qualify
for the benefits.

One way arowtd the problem
would be to have the fisherman.
whole wife shucks scallops for him,
incorporate IUnself as a business.
Then he could hire his wife and the
problem would be overcome.
Another way arowxl the problem
would be for the women to be em­
ployed by other women's husbands.
Uut all this seems ridiculous.

The regulation can only be
changed by an act of Parliament,
and Jack Marshall, M.P. foc the
district, is actively engaged in
trying to change the legislaUoo. The
"'lIhennen's Union is abo aware of
the situtioo, but with their plate full
of the teawlennen's strike, their
effectiveness in getting the situation
rectified has be<n sligl>t.

Mrs. Genge says she cannot un­
dentand why the Commission would
lICcepl paymem '" the pr<miwns
and then rot deliver the benefits. Sbe
says other people lied as to what
there were paid for and got their
cheques without any problem. Sbe
said she feels <iscriminated agaiMt
and wants justice as soon as
posaible.

The Commission says they cannot
authorize the payment of any
benefits to the women unless the law
is changed. Until then, not much can
happen.

(ContinlUd on ~xr pap)

13

FOI" its size, Anchor PoUlt is one of
the most prosperOWl communities on
the Great Northern Peninsula.
Situated just below Flower's Cove,
the community takes advantaee of
being at the head ci several small
coves and bays in the nonnally
knife-edged coatt 01 that region.

There are 15 longliners operating
out '" Anchor Point and they lisb
about. four months, sta.rtiDI in June
IS soon as the lomter JeUOn closes..
Noah Genge, a local mercbant and
fishing entrepeneur, uys tbe
commlKlity is involved in • $72,000
UP project to build a secood stage
to facilitate the -.. '" other
catches besides cod. The community
has • ProvincialIy~unded lllag.
built in 1971, but it bas been Wled to
full capacity since then and a new
one is needed for~.

Mr. Genge says the stale's costs
are bei~ cut down as much as
possible. The men are sa_inK their
own timbers, and the Provincial
Government is putttnc: $10,000 into
the project for special phaoeo '"
engineering and desi.go. Mr. Gena:e
polols out that this project Is • good
thing forthe community because the
Govenunent would have to ~y this

money out in unemployment, if it
didn't provide the grant for the
project.

Mr. Genge also says that most of
the cod in the area goes into salt fish
production, and praises the SaIUish
Corporation for their efforts to
coDect and market it.

A greater variety of catch is
necessary in order for fishennen to
make a good Dving, and Mr. Genge
says the herring, scaUop and lobste..
fisheries, although plagued by poor
seasons, t.d rna.rkets and low prices
in recent years, still shows promise
for the future.

The yoqer men in the area get
disco~aged with the fishery,
esprecially after the problems of
recent yean, and are leaving the
industry for other occupations. M...
Genge feels more young men should
be encouraged to go into the fisbery.

Mr. Genge criticizes the Govern­
ment's polley of providing a $20.00
subsidy on webs for gill nets. He
feels the Govenunent should look
imo seW.. these directly to the
fishermen, ao that a $100 web, now
Cil8Ung the fishermen sao, would
only cost him sm, with the mid­
dleman supplier dropped.
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St. B.rk Iturinl jWImnm .Utttd mutJ"I to diM:Ius plObkms.
made about the problems and incurred by the Saltfish Corporatioo. Another concern « the herring
petitions were submitted to In addition, the Saltflsh Corporation f1Sbennen "as lbeit lack of in-
government. N. a coosequence. the will provide two people to give ad- volvemed. in the planning and
two Gcwenmeots recop1zed that vice to fishermen on how beat to put provision of facilities. In an.!wer to
problems existed on tbt Nortbem up their bert'q:. The SalUiIb Cor- this rftIuert. the Federal Govern­
Peninsula and Llbrar and made poration will operate ewauaUy out ment announced that two herring
moves to correct some of lbem. of central facilities and will try to flSbeI'tnen will be placed on the
Ilowever, little consultation was overcome the past problem rA. Newfoundland Herring Committee.
done with the fisbermen. spoilage, whidl was~ due to it Elected by the fishermen, these

In order to make sure that their not~ picked up soon enough memben would then be in a position
views were beard. the r..bennen from the fi.shermen nor~ cooled 10 bring any problems befCft the
arranged a meeting with govern- properly. The SaItfi.sh Corpcntion committee which previously had
ment officiaJs in Plwn Point Of' will try to rEmedy the first problem consisted c:l just members from
Mardi 3. As preparation for that by providi~ barrels am effieient quota herring areas such as
meeting, the committee sent the two pick-upservice. 'Ibe second problem Placentia or Fortune. Several
leveb of government copies of thelt "ill be tackled by the Provincial members from this coaunlttee are
brief ouWning the earlier mentioned Government who has applicaUons also on the AUantic Herring Com­
problems and proposing solutions. into DREE for the up-grading of five mittee which is in the position to
Members for Environment community stages in Anchor Point, make firm decisions regarding the
Canada's Inspection, Ueencing and Green Island Cove, Black Duck ezploitaUon of herri.nl. For eu.mple,
Protection Branch, the Mlni.ster and Cove, Sandy Cove. 81 well as seven grievances agaiNt seiners could be
Assbtant Deputy Mini.steI' of the community stages on the Labrador trought before the Atlantic Herring
Provincial Deportment 01 Fisheries. Straits. AIao propooed Is • l'lOO.lIOO Coounlttee.
Mr. Aiden Maloney of tha Saltflah chilling fador)' tentatively planned Tho St. Barbe herring coounittee
Corporation. and the Mlnister for the for the centrally located commlmity was abo lnterated in a cheaper
area, Fred Rowe. attended the ofS1. Barbe. New commUDity stages source of barrels and Mr. Maloney
meeting. Approximately to elected are proposed as well for Bartlett's said that the Saltfllh Corporation
fishermen aIao atteoded. Harbour and Red Bay. . .. looking ... tha posSibiUlies of

In the brief. the fishermen asked The SaIlfish Corporatioa said it havinl barTeIs made in the St.
lbal the Saltfilb Corporatioo take would also a.nnouace ttl miDimum Albans area wbere apparently the

::'"~ :::-ebyandtha~': :.Ice.:..~:.uthau~...~ _ wood grow.

Cout and Labrador Straits tbrouch the INIOG, and It. will live As for one of the major bones of
fishermen. Both Mr. Maloney and blckanyprofitstotbefisbennen.In contentioo, lack of uniformity
the Minilter of Fisheries, the Hon. addition. the Saltf1lb Corpontlon amona: inspectora and the rejection
Jom Crosbie, were happy to report will look into pouibUiU.I of of herrin., both Federal and
that this would become • reality in rnarlu!tlni herrinI roe and will Provincial flaherles lelt lI1la would
the sprinc, but emphasized that an collect for the fint year or two not be a problem in the coming year.
fishennen would be able to sell to herring both pickled and fresh. It wu stronaly emphuized by the
anyone they wished. However, eventually when facilities governmentl thlt each barrel will

It's a three-year experimental are built, the SaIUiah Corporation now be Biven • fllbennen's number
program and the Government hal would Uke to pack up only frelh flah to an fishermen wW not suffer the
promised to underwrite any 10ueI and~ pickle it In itl own plants. c:ouequeocea 11 a bm barrel of
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herring turns up. Also, the govern­
ments stressed that until cooling
facilities are available, headless
roWld herring should not be put up in
the swnmer months. Although that
is what buyers want, the govern­
ment felt the world market would
take herring dressed, split or
filleted, especially if they realized it
had at l~t a 22 percent fat content.
In other words, there are other
alternatives to putting up bad
herring, and if Newfoundland is to
gain respect in the world market, it
can not take the chance of putting up
questionable herring as it has in the
pas'

Most fishermen at the herring

t.

meeting said that they were looking
for infonnation on how to correctly
put up heITing. Although it was not
the job of the Federal inspectors,
they said they would help out when
they could, but the two SalUish
Corporation "advice" men are the
best bet, as is Environment
Canada's brochure "Don't Get
Younell in A Pickle."

BecaUle IMt year was tbe first
year that herring regulations had
been so ardently enforced, it was
e~ that pntiems with in­
spectors who now knew the ropes
would not occur again.

Of alllhe'- put forth by the
belTing committee, the only one not

given a positive answer was keeptng
seiners out of st. John's Bay.
However, the problem is known by
the Newfoundland Herring C0m­
mittee and with members from the
st. Barbe Coast now on the com-­
mittee, greater pressure can be put
on the committee, who would in tum
put pressure on the Atlantic Herring
Committee.

1be meeting was felt to be ex·
tremely suc=sful by both herring
fishermen and government officials
alike and for those of you who are
interested in a report ci the
proceedings, they may be ottained
by writing Decks Awash, 21 King's
lkidge Road, St. John's,
Newfoundland.

Flowers Cove, like so many
communities on the Straits side ci
the Northern Peninsula, is not
sheltered by a cove, but stretches
along a wind-swept coast line. And
at night it twinkles its lights at
Forteau, Labrador, nine miles
across the water. Flowers Cove is
essentially a growth centre, and its
population of 500 is still growing.

Without a fish plant, fishing has
diminished in importance, and such
services as the Grenfell Mission
Nursing Station, the R.C.M.P.,
Social Services, Power Commission,
and Highways have Increased in
imporlance as job creators. There
are als grocery and general stores, a
bank, garages, clubs, local con­
tractors, a Post OOice, ana many go
lo l.abrador City or Goose Bay to
work after Christmas

There are five longliners in the
community, and those who fish go
after lobster, a little herring, and
cod, They use to go after the
scallops, but the women had trouble
getting their unemployment and
won't shuck any more. As a result
it's not worth their husband's time
and effort to both fOO and shuck
them, SO the scallops are left alone.

There has been a Local
Improvement Committee for a
number of years, but the residents
are generaUy unaware ci its ac­
tivities. A few who Mve ezpreaed
an interest have been told that the
meetings are private, othen feel the
Committee is dominated too much
by one family. but are afraid of

Flowers Cove -
a growing service community

saying anythiql; because the com· Gloria King of Savage Cow: won
munity is so small. and will go on to the Provinciai

And ci course, one of the major champiooships. It was the tint time
problems facing the conunwtlty is such an event took place
tbe inadequate. water system. Education is a major co~n. For
Installed almost eight years ago at a the matt part, kids don't like lJChool.
cost of baH a million.~rs, less lllE'Y feel they are lectured at, and
than half 8 dozen families are now litUe variety is offered. Many drop
~ittl.ng from It. Many 01. the out before fini5hing grade 11. Those
F lowen Cove residents feel that the who matriculate don't know what is
local conslruction finn did~ really offered elsewhe~ and many have
understand ~ problems lJ~volved, never been outside of theil- com­
and, the engineer overseeing the ffiwtity before. If they do go to
project had two other projects to University oc Trades School they
o,versee as well. He did not have don't know anyone, become
time to do an &4equate job with any homesick. and often return to where
of the projects. . . . . they know everyone. But they return

SU~ho:.0::;:==Y~l:::: to nothing.
are churdl. organized. But there is The few students who have gone
also hockey, broombaU and darts, away to school have done very well.
and the school phys-ed teacher holds .one is studying home economics in
exercise classes for adult men and Nova Scotia, and several have gone
women. The Lions Club held a grade on to become teachers or nurses,
!HI "speak.ofr' for the area, and and have returned to Flowers Cove.

. Cod trap I. at fault .
Aleunder Cull of Harr'd Islands, Jo'ogo Island, says he thinks the

Japanese Cod Trap is responsible for the depletion ci the cod stocks in the
area 8rOtmd Fogo.

He said new innovations in fishing are all well and good, but the electric
reel,mentioned in a recentarode in Uecks Awash, is good only if used at
the right time ci the year, when the fish are feeding and it is possible to
catch them with bail.

The gill net and the trawler are doing some damage,.he said, "bul, I
think the Japanese Cod Trap will ruin the fishery".

Mr. Cull cites the fact that the Japanese version ci the traditional trap,
much more efficient, catches mosUy inunalure, smaller fish, which
cannot escape. These fish never grow up to spawn, Mr. Cull says, (.'()Ilo

sequenUy ..tholl58nds of pounds of this fish is destroyed every year".
"Ifwe are gt:ling to save the fishery we have to take a good tw.rd look at

all types of gear that are helping to destroy it," he concluded.
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Grocery buying
It'. not all peaches and cream!

COMPARISON SHOPPING - MARCH 5, FLOWER'S COVE AND
MARCH 19, ST. JOHN'S DOMINION STORES

U's interestiDa to Dote that with the exceptioD of polltGel, vegell­
bles art cheaper 00 the NOI1bem ~DiDsula_ U abo Iboukl be noted thai
normally I smaU slore wiD be more f:xpeDIiw: thaD a .... chain slore.
but it should not be: .sot more expeDSiVf:, which it the cue in some of
the items.

FLOWER'S
_S2Y! ~:r~l._°_~~_

.SO¢ .35.

.25. .28.

.25. .25.

.1S; .19.
SI.SO .45. (,,,,cial)

SI.2S - SI.SS .99.
.55, .4&/
37, 36.
.404 SU2

SJ.4S 52.39
51.65 51.44

.85; .89' (~)
51.45 51.45
51.49 .88;

51.20-51.70 51.38

Ask the women in the r'lower's
('ove area about groceries and the
conversation could last for several
hours_ And their conversation isn't
just about the high cost of food. One
of their biggest l'Omplaints is the
lack of variety, Take meal for
cxample\U they can gel is boneless
beef, h 11 urg. pork butt. oe-
l'asionai hops, chicken, balogna
and ba !'\O stores keep fresh
milk, f keep powdered, but all
keep nned. The only fresh
\C t't<tb ('5 available arc potatoes,
turnip. cabbage and onion, although
occasionally one or two stores will
stock lettuce and tomatoes, and as
ror fruit, only the .21k apples are fit
to eat

Storekeepers say there is no point
bringing in new products because
people won't buy them. However,
many housewives say that they see
products on television and would like
to It"} them. but the storekeepers
~ on 't bring them in. But as one
woman said. 'After much per­
suasion. a few stores in Flower's
Co\'e "ere finall)' convinced this
lear to buy lemonTang, and they've
had a hard time keeping it in stock
~ince." Said another Flower's Cove
housewife, "In all the years I've
lived here, I've only seen two new
products appear on the grocer's
sheJ£. We can't even get frozen T.V.
dinners". She fclt that the home
economics teacher would begin to
solve the problem, because as the
teenagers learned about new
products, they would begin to
pressure storekeepers to stock
them

Another problem facing the
house" ife is inconsistent price
marking. One housewife remarked
U1at sometimes it was cheaper to
buy smaller tins of a product, rather
than larger, because of the in·
consistent way in which the grocer
had marked the product. And many
housewives noted that tins were
often not marked at all, and meat
was not marked by price per poWld,
number of poWlds and total price,
but rather just by total price. Other
women complained that grocery
slores did not keep up with the
trends. and that national price
trends and price changes generally
did not affect them

The women l'Omplained that there
were never any specials in the local
1>10res, with the exception of one
store in Sandy Cove, and that the
price differences between stores
was "shocking", For ezample, one
woman reported that a popular type
cake mix was .sac in me store, and
just down the road it was .9k; there
was a .34t.: difference between two
stores in the pri&e of a tin of wax

However, the housewife often
dares not to speak up, since com­
mWlities are small and everyone is
either related. a neighbour or a close
friend. And so, bad practices co....
fume. But, it shoWd be pointed out
that not every hot.lSewife in Flower's
Cove is so conswner-consci.ous as
the above mentioned. ladies. There
are a number of housewives who buy
without regard to cost or content,
and woo have not changed their
eating habits in years. Often, their
problem is lack of education, or just
plain inability to read Because they

14 oz. lin or peas
I lb. carrots
Ilb,cabbllf:
I lb. turnip
10 lb!. polllDeS
doz,latgef:1&S
loar or brdd
e\"aporated milk
creamery buuer
S Ibs. sugar
smaU tincOlUf:d bf:f:f
m.Jllin tuna fISh
pork chops
hamburg
boRde. bf:ef

don't demand much from their
storekeeper he again l'Ontinues in
whatever bad practices he mighl
have developed,

But in fairness to the storekeeper
It's often not his fault. He is per·
forming a service, by starting a
small business on his own with no
help from anyone. And he is often at
the mercy of a wholesaler who
charges high prices for travelling
over the rough unpaved Northern
Peninsula highway. Never having
taken a small bt.lSinessman's course,
learneda~ or pricing,.or
learned the most efficient methods
of conducting a business, he has
continued over the years in a hit or
miss method.

While television is often criticized
for raising unrealistic expectations
10 people, in the case of· consumer
educatioo, it might just cause the
housewife to slowly begin to
pressure the storekeeper to keep 1.11)

with the times
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Communities
have long wait for water

WATER SYSTEMS TO BE INVESTIGATED
St. AIItbony re.ldeals are ~ompl.ialDl about

tbelr water system. Hawke'. Bay, Port au Chob
and Flower's Cove aU have dlafuncUonlag systeml.

As a result, both the Port au ChoU:: and Hawke'.
Bay systems are tbe subject of an IavelUlaUoa
ordered by Brion Peckford. Mlnlsler 01 MDDlclpol
Alfaln and Housial.

Mr. Peckford said tbe study, to be done by a
"very reputable" eallaeerIDl firm, wW look Into
the problems of tbese communities aad report to
bim on where the problems He. Mr. Peekford .ald
lbe aludy will try to delermlne If Ibe englneertq
cODlultanu, the eontractor, or both, are at fault for
tile poor conditions and operatloas of tile 1,lteml.

He .aid the Flower'. Cove sYltem is uader
serutlay by hil department aad the .ttaaUoa bal to
be sludled closely 10 delennlne wbal e..clly Ille
problemI are.

Mr. Peekford indicated tIIat tile partlel
relPGDsible for obvious m"takes la dellp a.d
lnstaUatlOll would have to aeeouat for tlletr
mlslakea. He olso odmilled lbelr departmenl bad
been fannin, oul lIB d_a In aupenllioa oad
control oIlbe projecIB to prlnle englneertq firma,
aad be laid that u lOme of tile project. b••e beea
poorly aupen\sed.....

Flower's Cove has a saoo,ooo water
sy8tem, which is now used only by
four families. Port au Choi.x has a $2­
million sysl.em which is inoperative
in winter months. Hawke's Bay has
a sy.em that is plagued by freeze.
ups and shut-downs on a continual
bBBis

Tbeae commtalities, added to the
long list of smaUer communities who
have Inadequate, or no water
systems at all, make a bleak picture
for residents who want the basic
water and sewerage laeddies; en­
joyed by Larger towns.

Brian Peckford, Provincial
Minister of Mtalicipel Affairs and
Housing, says the Provincial
Govemme.t spent $2O-miUion last
year on new systems, and over
$700,000 in maintenance costs of old
systems. "This is becoming just too
great a burden," he adds, "so we are
suggesting to many of the
municipalities that they will have to
try and enlarge their lax bases."

There is only one program,

provincially sponsored, he says, and
under it "we're saying to
municipalities; if you want this new
water and sewer system of ~
million,...you must agree to Ply a
minimum of '12:.00 per mcdh (per
person) asa water and sewer nte.If
they agree to that we will go abeed,
because that will guar..aee they will
have, at least, mough mc:uey to
maiJUin It for a year."

Mr. Peckford says the approvals
are made on several points, among
them. the community's ability to
pay, the tal: hue of the community,
the need in lJOdai terms, and the
cost. Afftr a commWlity applies. a
consultant is asked to give an
estimate of the cost. H it is
reasonable and the need is deter­
mined 10 be great emugh, the
engineers are asked to do an even
more comprehensive report. H the
system is approved, the ~jeet goes
00 the books for future development.
Mr. Peckford says right now the
Department has some $5OO-mlllloo
worth of projects in line for com-

p1etion. but. in the coming year will
only be able to spend abolt $2>
million

The Department had a 5 ye.
program to _ with \he ...-.
but. Mr. Peckf'ord MYS it will
probably be 25 years before all
comm...uties in the PrO'riDee are
..meed.

lIe .... theDeparlmeotbaslhe
greatest difficulty with smaller
communities of abent 1,000 people.
There is not enough reveaue
potential to begin to start to pay
mainlenan<e ...... let aJ.... prin­
cipal or irtereat 011 the bonds the
DeparImeot mlBt Doat to pay for tbe
..mce.

The Department is responsible for
all the costa iDCUlTed UDder tbe
progrmn frem the reaervcir to about
)0 feet from the person's bome. Mr.
Peckford uys be hopes that in 10 to
20 years the commtllities will be
beUer able to PlY part. H not B1I, of
their share of the debts.

When asked why ccmmunities
want water t and 00,," their need 11
guaged, Mr. Pecldord refers back to
the resettlement program and says
that the fear of being reseWed
forced small communities into
seeking incorporation. The resulting
growth of community demands and
needs, coupled with the inexperience
in many commll'liUes of tboae in­
volved in councils. hIE set up 8
sy.tem where the commuuitie.
"think their role is to go to govern­
ment Ed ask for handow, ralber
than saying they _ill go so far. and
govenwnenl will go the rest of the
way".

The Great NorIhem p_.
particularly. bas been iUiued by
waler problems for several reuoos
occanIing to Mr. Pecllfon!. Pulling
no punches, be say. that many times
\he C<lIIBUIbng engineering c0m­
panies 011 !maU ;or. do not lq)eI'­
viR properly. He says the dep8rt­
mmt bat seen the need to ezpand its
enctnemng ~biIili.. aad Is
In'inltofiDd_loclevelapo
lor1ler enctnemng 80Clian 10 deoI
with the...-.
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one sawmill, one garage, and one or concerned about the same thinp ­
two local stores. The "rooms" look frozen pipes, poor fishing faclJ.itiea,
worn out, the twHtory, older homes the local UP Projects, lack of
are brightly painted, and moll of the pavement, tingo, lDckey, iIter­
bungalows are half finished with a community rivalry and cburcb
door leadinc: nowhere fow feet gJ"(q)I. The Sl Barbe Coast rna1
above the ground. slow doIm in the winter, but the

And inside the homes, familielc'c=---C....,--..::pr:..:obI.:;.:;em5 never do.

Winter along the St. Barbe coast
Unlike other ports of the Province.

tbeSt. Barbe Coast ccmmunities are
not located at the bottom of a bay or
cove, but lrIrtead. stretch alo~ a
t.rnIl CNltline and are subject to
tbe _one d. nature's bad moods.
1icMIteI, old, new and abandoned,
look acrou the straits of Belle tale to
Scdbem I...abra:ior's tableland. And
certain communities, luch as
Jo1owersCove or Ancbor Pobt, stand
out because the bouIes are clustered
OIl windswept poilU off-Land, wt*h
are diftlcult to distinpisb in winter
from the frozen sea.

The NortIlem Peninsula "bi8I>
way" wtKb bum~ along some 270
miles from Deer lAke to St
A4h0ny. hal only begun to be
pI¥ed, and thus far pllving energyhoI__ JUlIlinthe

GrOl Marne Park area. Tbe rest d.
the bilhny has been pped in tiny
flU oad drI_ oad is usuoIly

deperacJem on • Provincial elettion
fe<~.H......... a pn>miaehoi _ made _ a concerted

effort towmlo paving the entire
hI8b_ will becin lbia summer.
Until the road is substantially im­
proved.the anIy lime to _.Ill is in
w1Dter _ben the boles are filled by
....oad the _ is bpl in cbeck by
Ice. Sue even _ben the plows are
working at their belt. duIt. can still
be seen. despite II bel,. • degrees.

Make-slllfl _rt trucks and
regular pick-up. are the moat
common meanI of transportation,
especially in winter when every few
miles sis to eigIIt plck-up trucks can
be leen lined a10na the road with a
lbIn Une of smoke spiraling up.ard
from the woods four mOes in. And
every few mileI the inevitable
snowmobile track appears from out
of the woodl. croues the "highway"
oad diAppean onto the _

mUea from the nearest community.
SedaD-type earsare a rarity because
they don't WIt on the 1'Hd. DOl' can
they be 1IIelI for ba~ wood or
......... boneII.

Most 51. Barbe communities greet
)'Ou wttb the ume stebU· Qdldren
aod clop are everywhere, wah is
f.- onllle Unes, skidoos lIIld pIdt­
... are porked at random, oad
....... wbic:b have seen better
ell,., are left abandoned ball buried__._tncks~

laIo the woods, wbich meaDS eitber
ameone .. lODe to fetch water, 01'
IIle ....are in IIle woods cultiDI. In
qch commlmity, there iI at '-at





"'number of semi·speclalized
community stages with ~
facilities and iclMuaking machines
are needed, as well as a marine
service station, (rObably located in
the St. Barbe Bay Basin, which

. would be central to the district. He
says that if these faciUtil!l!l aren't
provi.ded, • 'the fLshennen will either
have to fish outsi.de the area, or ship
their fish outside the district,
causing unemployment."

Mr. Rowe mentions that a study
has been done to find out the proper
locatlon for a fish plant in St. Barbe
North. It concludes that one should
be located somewhere in the St.
Barbe Basin, but. Mr. Rowe says, "I
don't think a fish plara i.s the answer,
because it would be in cmnpetltion
",ith the cne at Port au ('boiJ:, and
the me in St. Anthony, and aU three
might -_fer because of an in·
sufficient supply of fish. ,.

Mr. Rowe goes 011 to say that these
facilities in cunmunities are alIo
necessary because .
you can't esped. wcmen during the
summer to pICk ~ their clothes and
go to Port au CIMU. to work. This is
where we nan Uto IX'Obiems with
unemployment lnsurance. Rick
cashin, Jock ManI>aIl, tbe M........
of Natiooal Revenue, and myself
have been trying to solve the
unemployment insurance problem

in their appUcations until the last The decision to veto ls made on the
day.) He describes the system of strength of tbe Provincial depart­
using a Community Advi30ry Group ments concerned. aod co-ordinaled
(t:AG), which is appoinled by the lhroughoneman.Someoflbethings
Federal member (or the riding ~ that might make the Province turn
valved, and how the CAG makes the down a water project may be poor
decisions about wbich projects engineering in the plan, rejection of
should be approved. The Mindter the water supply by the Department
tben approves the projects 00 the of Health, or special needs, as
basil of the CAG's priority lisl, and detennined by other departments.
the Member's suggestioas. The Provincial Government

Mr. I"ield say. in all projects ha.n't turned down many ap-­
pemUssion to build from municipal plications ff'. UP funded water
goYer"lJlllf:l1t, clearance fr<m the systems. Mr. Field say•. "1bis year
appropriate ministry to IDe Land, lbere was really only ODe that was
clear bUe to land, and other in- terminated, another ODe we were
formation, must accempany the able to salvage by making some
application, dependi,. 00 whit type smalladjustmmts." He uplains the
G project is planned. For eu.mple Branch depends 00 these outsule
all wharves m",t receive clearance agencies to have final approval 0Cl

&001 tbe section 01 tbe Federal p<ojed> because tbe UP people
Tnnspor1 Ministry concerned with don't have the ezpertise to make
navigation decisions 00 specific problems.

In the case of water systems, he Mr. l'~ieId says in eases wbere the
says, the Provincial Government Project Officer can see there is an
~ a veto power 00 any application. over-.est.imatioo in manpower needs

"There's a lack of
sa,s Fred Ro.e
Fred Howe, Member for St. Barbe

North, swns up the problems in his
diSrict this way, "There is a lack of
6ah!ng facUities, mtmietpal ser­
vices, ~ghways, local roads, and in
certain area, inadequate
educational facilities."

With regard to fishing, he e:r;plalns
that Sl lW'be North has a unique
situation in that the 6,(01)..7,000
people are distributed in ap­
ptO:limately 3S communities along a
straight coastline, and they are all
dependent 00 the fisheries. Unlike
other parts of Newfoundland, where
communities are located in bays,
and one fish handling fadlity can
service several communities, both
Federal arxI Provincial levels of
Government are faced with the
problem of trylng to provide
adequate Mh handling facilities in
lWacUcaIly every one of St. Barbe
North's communities. Slnce the
nearest. baukt.. facility .., planned
for Port Saunders far to the south,
aDd the only otber me is in St.
Adbony, _ Is needod,acconIing

to Mr. Rowe, is "A number of small
baul-ups aDd slipwa,.".

Mr. Rowe feeela • well that the
"&1>1 -.. C••lDlImily s1q..
now serviIIIg the 35 communities
need to be upcraded to meet
required standatda. He goes ooe
step further and adds that a

"""
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forecasted in the application. the
Branch wiD negotiate with the
project sponsor for cutbacks. He
says the Branch is able to determine
the nwnber of man hours necessary
for a conununity hall building
project, aoo he says, this is the
biggest problem with applications.
The CAG also will reduce the
project's man hours if they deter­
mine it to be necessary.

The UP grant pays for Iabow- on
sites only. Mr. Field points out, and
any ot.heI' handing must come from
other sources. He says in some cases
a building project wbere they saw
lumber, will produce extra, and the
sale of the surplus will pay for
various materials needed to com­
plete the project.

Mr. Field says most UP projects
are completed; the few that aren't
can be blamed on poor
management, or community
bickering,.

"ith regard to "omen who take part
Ln the processing. They are bei~

iliscrinunated against because of the
society Ln which they live. U that
~me woman was on the payroll of
the Port au Chou. Fiah Plant, she
"ould automatically qualify for
unemployment insurartec.'

Mr. Howe concluded his
discussion on the fishery by saying,
'1 think the only salvation for St.

Barbe North as far as econondc
prospects are concened, is a
massive infusioo of men and ex­
pertise irto the fishing industry.
Theirs is a wUque industry CUll­
blning inshore fishing and
longliners. Fishing facilities have to
be UnJroved inunensely, without
changing the social make-up of the
area. I think the time has come for



St. Anthony
begins to blossom

the Provincial and Federal
(:ovenunent8 to sUdown and realize
that the fishing industry in
('I;ewfowuiland has to be a joilt ef­
fort,'

As for the Plving of the road, Mr.
Rowe says, "The Govemmed. bas
left the Unpression that the Great
Northern Peninsula is 51. Barbe
south, and all the p8vement in the
last five years has gone into that
lIistrict. This road affecls tbe
number of days _t to .ecbool
children, the COlIls ~ supplies, the
Ir~g ~ liah and g_
peopl. bock and lorth .. the IDapllal.
U the highway was paved, it would
condense the size of the dUlriet and
make life ~ bearable for the
peopl....

When asked about the water
problem. Mr. Rowe replied u..t it
would be very C<8tly to put a water
and gewer system into eacb of the St.
Barbe North communities. He 0­
plaine<! that in 1971 the _
Department ~ c.mmunlly .. Social
Development started a rairly
sizeable program of providing water
to small communities lR
Newfoundland. and approlimately
$22=t,OOO was provided to some
communities mSt. Barbe North. But
when the PC's took over. there was a
change in poUcy. and many of the
water systems froze up. and ~hen

that were an the process cl being
built. were left unfinished. "Now the
present administration has started
em experimental program of
providing water to conununities in
northern regiClls. This is a cir­
culatory heated water system,
whereby you bring the water lito a
pump houae, It's heated and dr­
culated to the main Une, and then 11
brought back to the heater, reheated
just above freezing temperature,
and the water Unes go to the various
houses. U it ia succeasful in Jo1owel's
Cow, Bird Cove and Anchor Point, it
will be tried in «her northern
reglCllS mthe Province.

As for the bure, Mr. Rowe felt
the effects ~ the Daniela Harbour
tine mine will be minimal on the
region, but "llhlnk the development
of the Lower Churd1il1," said Mr.
Rowe, "is one of the: greateR
~ for employment for the
district Many peopI. ... loobng
forward to working on the
developmenl ~ the GulllaIand llila,
the buiIdlng 01 the cable t......
across the Straits, the clearance of
tbe tranamiutoo line, and the
builling ~ the _ ... line
down the Great Nortbern Peninsula.
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St. AmIIoay baa -..ned In the
1ut few )'UtI. Ahrays a centre,
beca... ~ belDg the '-dq_
for the IDternaUoaal Greafell
_tiCMl, r<cenlIy K baa .......
away from the hNpital's dominance
and become a town in ita own rlgbt.
With a popuIatlon ~ &hom 3,100. K
.... _ two lIah pIanIa ..... by

Filhery Producta, a new VocaUonal
School. several DeW scboola, over 40
businesses, two modem mote1a, an
encloeed hockey stadium, finance
companies, and a liquor store. New
subdivisions are opening up, and
others are being planned for.

But deopllalla growth, St. Anthony
still suffers from the same problems
as otber Nortbern Peninsula
conumwties - an m.lequate water
_ and poor roada. Over IZi
families are without ..ater DOW and
the ...oblem resuJts from a water
s..,ply _ wbich ia not gravity·
led. IllIla1Ied aeveral y.... ago, the
problem could be corrected if the_ at St. _ pond waa
coanocted .. a oearby two mile lang
pond. But the problem ia, who ia
1I01ng .. lnala1lthe .... _?51.
AmIIoay ...·t affor<ll~ aa they oaly
coiled • a year for town service,
and " per~ I... water and
sewag•.

'Ibe other ...- Iodag 51.
Antboll)' iJ pavina. It's more

=::ncalU::': :.~: ~~N_. they '- .. bava the
CGIIlmlOIity povecI iD1_,.... lime
wboo K ia eqJOcted tbat the enUre
Northenl .......... Rom will be
pa.....

The town collldl employs 15 full­
lime people. and .... part......
perlOn to maintain the roadl,
water system, take care 01 accounts,
etc. They hive two ~ows aDd a snow
blower, and ..biIe the water service
causes people to complain. 500W
doartng baa been running quite
smoothly.

The town is now in need 01 a trailer
park. 'Ibe area haa been picked out,
and the engineering plana drawn up,
but there are no funds avaUable to
develop the area. And the lack of
housl.ng in St. Anthony ia beco a

St A,uA",.) TOMI II..."
II,. Boyles
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