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— —Introduction— .

Always called the Burlington Peninsula, in recent years the land mass between
Green Bay and White Bay has commonly become known as the Baie Verte
Peninsula. Although smallin area, it has contributed greatly to the wealth of aur
Province in terms of minerals, fish and lumber.

In this issue we briefly visit with @ number of the Peninsula’s com munities to
find out what the future holds for the area.

In our front and back sections we again bring you stories and items of interest
about the fishery, farming, crafts and careers.
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Cr ab mal'ket improves

Caught in a marketing pinch,
Newfoundland’s blossoming crab
industry fell apart last year. The
result has been a

million pounds each per year, and
virtually control the world crab
market. Crab isa high priced item in
because of the

many men to get into the hsmess.

an abandonment by some fishermen

of the new fishery, and a hard-nosed

approach by processors to the whole
industry.

Les Dean, Director of Market
Research and Product Develop-
ment, with the Provincial Fisheries
Department, said the eastern
Canadian crab processors last year
got caught with large inventories of
frozen and canned crab on hand and
no markets for it.

Mr. Dean said the processors have
managed to get rid of last year's
production and the market for this
year looks fairly good. He said there
seems be more co-operation
between processors in Eastern
Canada now that they realize how
deeply the industry fell into trouble.

Mr. Dean said the biggest com-
petitor on world markets for the
Canadian Queen Crab are the
Alaskan and Japanese snow crab
industries, which total about 100

any
amount of labor that goes into the

v
Off-loading boxed crab in ice before processing.

slightly

Canadian crab does not get sold.
Mr. Dean said some Canadian and

IConitinued on page 35)

Crab plants exist from month tooth

Ed Janes of P.J. Janes and Sons of
Hant's Harbour, Trinity Bay, one of
eastern Canada’s biggest crab meat
producers, said the crab processing
industry from month to
month. And until market conditions
improve and stabilize, the future of
the industry is unpredictable.

Mr. Janes said the market has
shown some signs of improvement,
but the producers are still not get-
ting the price they would like to see.
He said his company has a fair in-
ventory of processed crab on hand,
but he expects European sales to
come through soon.

In the future, Mr. Janes explained,
the market conditions will deter-

-mine the way the industry goes.
Because crab is such a labor in-
tensive product, the company has to

(Continued on page 34)
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Crab industry

can expand to 12 million pounds per year

Dr. Bob Miller, who has overseen
the development of a crab industry
in Newfoundland since it started
about seven years ago, feels the
industry could expand to about a 12-
million pounds per year catch.

He said the crabs in Bonavista and
Trinity Bays, regarded as having
been fished out, were probably
never very large stocks anyway, but
he thought the fishermen could
probably go back and fish these
areas on a periodic basis. “The
catches may not be as high as
were initially, but I don’t think they
(the fishermen) are killing off the
crabs.” He said there seems to be
a large stock of crab in the area
currently being fished by Trinity
and Conception Bay based boats, the
Avalon’s Southern Shore.

He said the size of the crabs
doesn’t appear to be getting smaller,
with average catches running
between one and one and a half
pounds. Of this weight, about 18 per
cent is useable as food.

Dr. Miller pointed ont that the

ind:

ustry
about 7 million pounds per yea.,
while the Alaskan Snow Crab in-
dustry produces about 100 million
pounds.

The Snow or Queen Crab is found
in deep, cold water and is fished with
strings of crab pots. Some fishermen
haul upwards of pots per
day.

Dr. Miller said there were other
species of crabs in Newfoundland

waters, but while some work
has been done to see if they can be
fished commercially, lack of
processing technology will hamper
their exploration. Shallow water
crabs, such as the rock crab, are
being fished experimentally in
Prince Edward Island, he said, but
colder water limits the size of these
around Newfoundland, making it a
risky venture,

Dr. Miller also pointed out that
using manual operations to process
these crabs would produce less meat

per unit of effort. The processing,
therefore, would have to be done
exclusively by machine, but to date
little development has taken place.

Crabs, once they are caught,
(amnning that efforts are made to
ice them in the summer and keep
them from freezing in the winter),
can be kept in decent condition for
up to four days before processing.

He said the crab survives being
taken up from deep water falrly

well, as it does not have an air
bladder to explode or high con-
centration of gas in a closed blood
system to create physiological
problems inside the shell

Dr. Miller said a rough estimate of
lost pots’ would number about 1,000
a year. Unlike gill net fishing,
which seem to leave lost nets to
continue “ghost” fishing, crab pots
will not continue to catch crabs.
Recent work done by Dr. Miller
shows that crab bodies deteriorate
rapidly after the crab dies. As crabs
do not eat their own kind, once the
bait is gone from a pot, more crabs
will not enter.

Dr. Miller has suggested to
fishermen that they use pots with a
mesh size of about five inches to
reduce the amount of culling
necessary once pots have been
pulled. This would also prevent
undersized crabs from being caught.

In good catch areas, Dr. Miller
said, crabs seem to stay around
feeding on bottom worms, starfish
and debris. He suggested the suc-
cessful fishermen should always
move pots around to different areas,
so that by the time catches fall off
in one place, new places will have
been found. ®

Hants Harbour crab plant could possibly expand



The Herbert
L. Radwing, 1938.

Chronicles of a Bayman

different trading boats and

rs, 1 became very much
attached to some of these crafts. As
a fast sailer, an easy to handle
schooner always appealed to me.
‘Therefore, is it any wonder 1 hated
to see the era of sail come to an end,
and be replaced by power?

The following is a description of
the largest fore and aft sailing
vessels owned in Newfoundland. It
belonged to my good friend
Freeman Wareham. The v
Herbert L. Radwing was a four
masted, twelve hundred thirty eight
ton schooner.

for Freeman at Spencer’s Cove.

In 1940 Freeman became in-
terested in the Herbert L. Ihdwlng
lying at anchor in Charleston, South
Carolina. The vessel was four-
masted fore and aft rigged, and had
been built in 1920 at Stocton Springs,
Maine, along with a number of sister
ships. Those vessels were designed
as lumber carriers, with twin decks

Captain Alex Rowday, a former
resident of Kingwell, acts as
Freeman's agent and negotiated the
purchase of the vessel with the
owners at New York. With a crew

Freeman Wareham took over the
of Albert

Limited, of Spencers Cove at the age
of 19 years. For more than a quarter
of a century under his management
the business prospered to such an
extent he owned and operated a fleet

-employed by the firm of Albert
Wareham and Sons, H:rxuanf-

fett, which combined Albert
Wareham and Sons, Spencer’s Cove
in1920. Asthetrmdmprdmxlhry

considerable work along the?e lines

by Victor Butler

Wooden Ships and Iron Men

Being a bayman, and sailing the
waters of Placentia Bay for a
quarter of a century as skipper of

The captain’s stateroom was fitted
with a four post bed and necessary
furniture. There were smaller
rooms which accommodated the
officers, and also a saloon.

After owning the vessel for some
time, Freeman decided to have
auihtrypowa‘umuedmthedp

e purchased twe
lifty h.p. Clark huvy dnty diesel
engines.

Captain Rodway sailed the vessel
to Pictou to have the engines in-
stalled at the Furgeson Industry
Ship Yard.

Freeman Wareham contacted me
proceed to Pictou and

supervise
installation of the engines in the
ship. Freeman’s son, Eric, who was

y unyenrsuldwaswncmpmy

for a holiday. Before leaving Iu'.

mast had to be taken out, which was
very difficult.

The installation was completed in
four and a half months. With her new
engine: the ship logged ten knots per
hour on her trial run on December
23, 1946. We left Pictou for Port
Hawkesbury in a westerly gale and
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snow. She logged fourteen knots
under sail and power on the run
down,

1 left Port Hawksburg Christmas
morning for Sidney and home, after
a jolly send off and a drink with the

crew.

After I left, the vessel proceeded
from Port Hawksbury to Halifax
loaded with lumber. She then sailed
for the sea of Alexandra, Egypt
in the Mediterranean Sea and
discharged her cargo. She then
sailed for Southern $pain and loaded
salt for Newfoundland ports. On her
way home to Newfoundland she

this, Wallace Dicks, the cook, served
dinner to the crew.

It was the beginning of the end of
an era of wooden ships and iron
men. ®
Green Bay
Farmers’
Association
orme
‘Through the Green B::

Development Association, a LEAP
project was started two years ago to
train 13 nsnce;) to b:come full-time
farmers, eral of ti Wer
already farmers, ot} rﬁﬂﬁan&e

nothing more than a small vegetable
patch, and still others were father-
son combinations. All in all they
represented 10 different farms, An
instructor was hired and now two
years later, the new farmers are
é[::ng into full scale production for

first time.

The Green Bay Development
Association is still very much in-
volved in helping the farmers.
Knowing how expensive it is for a
farmer to start on his own, last year

A roadside
market

Morley Clark of Springdale is a
farmer with vision and imagination,
plus good soil. On any summer day,
you can find him working next to the
Trans Canada in his fields. Between
him, his son and his son-in-law, they
have 63 acres of granted land, and
they have put in for 210 more.

Although that may sound like a lot, it
isn't when one considers all the
plans Morley and his family have for
it. Plus, as Morley says, “We have
cleared 43 acres and probably 10 or

15 are wind rows. And then there’s-

probably a few acres too wet to
clear, like bog land. Now we're stuck
for more land and if we don’t get our
land approved, we can’t go any
further.” He recently got approval
however, of enough land so that he,
his son and son-in-law can build
three houses on the property so they
won't have to commute daily from
Springdale.

Morley grows everything from the
traditional crops to lettuce,
asparagus, broccoli, cauliflower and
the like. He talks about getting 20
sheep next year and ulal gradually
increasing his flock to

But what Morley real.ly wanu to
do is have a roadside market. He
hopes it will be the kind of place
where people can pick their own
vegetables. Says Morley, ‘‘You
could give them a box or a basket
and have them weigh the vegetables
on the way out.” He even has plans
for a picnic area down by his brook
so that when a mother comes to pick
her vegetables, she can leave
her children in the picnic area.
“There's many things you could
do,” says Morley. “If you could
afford it, you could have a few
ponies which the youngsters could
ride. But it all takes money and it all
takes time.”

Morley depends upon nature to
water his plants, but because it has
been such a dry summer, his crops

ugh not a co-
operative in a formal sense, the
(Continued on next page)

are to suffer. , an
lrdganmsy:tanumslymmmn
And besides which, there are more
pieces of

needed at this

Morley wants a trawler tractor for
land clearing. This spring he
couldn’t hire one when he needed it.
He finally got hold of a woods tractor
and he borrowed a rake. But he
didn’t get all the land cleared that he

wanted, plus much of the good
topsoil was taken off.

Morley feels if he could use the
tractor himself, it would go a long
way towards saving the valuable
topseil. The tractor he is after costs
$30,000, but he figures he pays that
much in hiring a tractor to clear 200
acres of land at $160 an acre. But he
can't borrow the money for the
tractor until he gets clear title to his
land, and at the rate that’s going, it
could take years. And because he
didn’t have a tractor, he couldn't
plant as much as he wanted, which
put him behind schedule.

He has a second hand planter. He
wants a precision seeder, a digger,
hay bailer and hay rakes. But, as
Morley says, it all takes time and
money. However, in about four
years he hopes those travelling on
the Trans Canada will be able to stop
at his roadside fruit and vegetable
stand, and have picnics and ride
ponies, providing of course, that his
grant comes through and he is able
to buy a tractor. e

MORLEY CLARK



fConﬂmd from previous page)
farmers understand the advantages
of working together.
The Association has already

fertilizer, this year they bought it by
the ton carload at $10 a ton and
saved $850. The Association was also
able to buy hay seed and other seeds
at a reduced cost.

Last winter one of the farmers
donated part of his land so that a
meeting hall and aluminum storage
shed could be built through LIP for
the Association. The meeting hall
was designed in such a way as to be
hopefully used in the future as a
marketing centre. The farmers all
worked on the building, but the work
has temporarily stopped because the
farmers are out in their fields.
However, it is expected that in the
next few weeks the two buildings
will be completed.

llisleltbyauﬂsefmsinthe

at in order to

a good crop aner harvesting, each
farmer needs his own climate
controlled vegetable storage. One
farmer has already built one and
five more are on the way. It is felt by
these farmers that individual
storage sheds are much more ef-
fective than one central storage
shed. They can maintain a higher
quality crop by immadiately putting
the harvested crop in the unit, plus
the technical difficulties of 20 men
using the same unit can be avoided.
The farmers in the Association say
that since Newfoundland by
tradition is not a farming province,
and farms are not passed down from
generation to generation, a farmer
has to start from scratch with no
capital. He is laboring under a
heavier handicap than most farmers
elsewhere. And nccordlng to those i $

““The one question that bothers
me is are the farmers going to be
prepared ..to pay . for, a
Newfoundland Federation of
Agriculture? The old days of
becoming a member of an
association for $5.00 or $10.00 a
year are gone,”" said Hollis
Duffett, President of the
Newfoundland Federation of
Agriculture.

Although the Organization is
still young, Mr, Duffell feels the
fulure is rosy and that the far-
mers will agrec the Federation
is @ necessary organization.-
However, he added that the
Federation’s biggest problem in
getting started is money.

“To have a meeting of the
seven Directors will cost $700 to
$800. We are after, and we think
we can gel, from Government
some kind of an organizational
grant to start us off for the first
year, but after thal,”” he warned,
“the farmers are going to have lo
make it pay."”

Mr. Duffett and Secretary-
Manager Mike Dicks recently
attended the
meeting of

the

Canadian
Federation of Agriculture where
they were exposed 1o the efforts
of that body for the first time.
Mr. Duffett said the resources

of the national body are
tremendous and he expected the
input  the  Newfoundland
Federation would have into the
decisions reached by the Federal
body would be well accepted,
even though Newfoundland
agriculture is in the pee wee
leagues, compared to Ontario
and Quebec, “not to mention the

vast farms of the prairies."

Farmers’ Federation moves forward

In a series of meetings with the
Federal and Provincial
agriculture department officials,
Mr. Duffett said the response to
the Newfoundland Federation
has been good, and that the
Provincial people have indicated
they expect the Federation to
have a lot of input into programs
that are going lo be developed in
the future.

Members of the Federation
from whom information can be
obtained are:

President

H.W. Duffett,

Box 82, R.R. No. 1,
Portugal Cove.
Phone: 895-6969

Vice-President

Scott Simmons,

164 East Valley Road,
Corner Brook.

Phone: 634-6887
Secretary-Manager
M.F. Dicks,

P. 0. Box 9426,

St. John's.

Phone: 754-2672

Members

Ralph Calloway,
P.0. Box 10,
Terra Nova.
Phone: 265-2221

Eugene Cooper,
P.0. Box 82,
Point Leamington,
Phone: 484-3497

Everrett Adams,
P.0. Box 333,
Grand Falls.
Phone: 489-9496.

the
Agriculture has uot bezn a great
help, especially when it comes to
marketing, which, other than cost of

Collins, recently met with the
Association and heard their
problems . He has to send
officials from Newfoundland Farm
Products to see about marketing and

he is looking into the possibility of
the Government employing a sur-
veyor who can be used at a
reasonable rate. However, all this
still leaves the farmer with the high

It could be
a long,
hot summer

For the tourist it has been a
beautiful summer. Lots of sun, no
rain. But for the farmer, it's bor-
dering on disaster The plants are
beginning to wilt, turn black or turn
under. And for those who planted
late, the seeds haven't had the
mnlsturezolake

This drought is having a par-

cost of initially getting into farming. @ ticularly bad effect on one group of

farmers who are going into
production for the first time on a
major scale. Many of them are part
of the LEAP project, headquartered
at the Springdale Vocational School,
which is aimed at training present
and future farmers.

Jim Card s just one of the thirteen
LEAP farmers. His farm s on an old
forest access road which turns off
the Trans Canada near Springdale.
Knowing that a successful farmer
has tolive next to his crops where he
cnnkeepmeyemlbem..hm moved
out to his land this spring from
King’s Point with his wife and three

(Continued on page 40)
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dred years. And as mines develop project and 20 years ago a large
and close down, communities fish plant was built there. Today
develop and wither. Once Tilt it provides an outlet for much of
Cove was a major centre. Now it’s  the fish caught in Green Bay and

the lower half of White Bay.
And then too Bowaters and
Price have had lumbering

i
£

operations in the area and a
number of men work away in the
woods camps. A diversified
economy helps to create a
healthy economy, and the
Peninsula is generally fairly well
off, although those communities
dependent on fishing are having
their troubled times.

Join us now as we briefly visit
some of the commuities.
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Fishing community

attempts

The community of Jackson's Arm,
White Bay, has been given a shot in
the arm, but whether the cure will be
worse than the disease is still
anybody's guess.

P.J. Janes and Sons of Hant's
Harbour, Trinity Bay, recently
bought a local canning and fish plant
operation with the hopes of con-
verting it to crab processing. Stocks
of crab in the White Bay area are
presumably h.lgh and the plant
would, at peak employ

comeback

salmon, but as far as I am con-
cerned, what he is buying is no good
to this place as he is only taking it
out,” Mr. Wicks said.

The Kennedy operation buys local
salmon, quick freezes it in a portable
freezer and trucks it by tractor-
trailer to mainland distribution
. Wicks feels some

processing
which would provide a few jobs.
Ja«:\sms Arm, which is torn by

about 100 women.

Jackson's Arm, according to
resident, Norman Wicks, could
certainly use such an operation.
However, a number of factors have
combined to make the dream of the
Janes' operation and the people of
Jackson’s Arm go sour.

First among these was the
declining crab markets last year
and the resulting drop in crab prices
paid to fishermen, Secondly, was
ice, which stayed until late July this
year, effectively cutting the fishing
season by more than half, and
thereby destroying the efficient
operation of the Janes plant.

The plant has been producing
some canned cod and salmon, but
production problems have ham-
pered even that operation. Ed Janes,
of the parent company, said he
hoped the problems would be solved
soon, and once crab catching can
start in the area the plant can start
up full-time. The shakey markets
might still affect the production of
the Jackson’s Arm plant.

Mr. Wicks, who owns and operates
a garage, an oil distributorship and
a school bus operation, said
Jackson's Arm hasn't grown much
in the 15 years since the road went
through.

Isolated and forgotten for many
years, Jackson's Arm was a fishing
centre, and was involved in wood
cutting . with the Bowater

organization. Some cutting still goes 1o

on, mostly for sawmill operations,
and aside from the effortby Janes to
process fish in the community, only
one other fish buyer operates there.
**They used to sell the fish they got
to the plant at Englee. Now they sell
to the plant at Jackson’s Arm and to
J. Kennedy Fisheries at the bottom
of the Arm Kennedy buys the

strife, still has not

gotten a community council,
alt.how;h efforts are being made
continually to start one. It does have
a garhage collection service and half

of the community has a water

system. Geographical probluns
keep the other half from h

water. A large amount of muney is
needed to overcome the
problems that would face the
development of such a system.
Jackson’s Arm and its immediate
neighbour, Sop's Arm, became the

Westport

places in the White Bay fiord, but
Mr. Wicks said, many of these
people didn't really fit into the
community to which they went. He
said it is nobody’s fault, but relations
are sometimes strained between the
“liviers” and the ‘‘newcomers.”

White Bay’s oldest commumty

Sefton Jacobs is the Chairman of
the Community Council of Westport,
White Bay. The community has
about 85 families and is growing
slowly, and said Mr. Jacobs, if the
young people can find work in the
area it should continue to grow.

Westport is the oldest community
in White Bay. It was a booming fish
town, with the first church, the first
magistrate and the first police
station in White Bay. When logging
operations started in the area most
men went logging. And even today
most workers from Westport work in
the pulpwood operation of Bowaters
and Price, but now they must travel
to Millertown or Grand Falls to

gging camps. A few men work in
the Baie Verte mining operations
and a few still fish,

Mr. Jacobs is planning to convert
anoldraaumandwhmma
community stage this year and
plansto!mytreshﬁm(ormdew
the Saltfish Corporation. Unfor-
tunately, heavy ice conditions in
White Bay have dictated a late start
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to the fishing season for the third
year in a row.

The community has a water
system, and is trying to find enough
money to get a sewage system in-
stalled. The existing water system is
not large enough to meet the in-
creased demands for service, and
freeze-ups have plagued its
operation over the past five years.

people consider such projects.

Three years ago the community
applied for and was granted a LlP
Project to build a swimming pool
complex. It is almost cnmplﬁed bul
requires a pumping and filtration
system. Plans have been made to
raise the money and Mr. Jacobs felt
they could use it on a temporary
basis this year

He

But Mr. Jacobs it is a
water_system and it can be ex-
panded.

Mr. Jacobs blasted the Provincial
Government for taking so leng to
study, survey and make decisions on

projects of this sort, and he said he
+doesn't feel the Government really
understands the urgency in which

proper eqmymun for its day—to-day
functioning. A second-hand

and creating huge repair bills which
the community can ill afford.

Mr. Jacobs said the ss,ono annual
tax collection cannot be increased,

Baie Verte Peninsula
Development Association

Max Jacobs of Westport, White
Bay, is the President of the Baie
Verte Peninsula Developmenl
Association, which is trying to
provide planning for 10 communities
on the Peninsula.

The organization was started by
Mr. Jacobs in 1973. It received a
Secretary of State grant to organize
all the communities in the area, and
by November 1974, 10 had been
organized. They are trying now to
become incorporated, and once the
red tape is untangled Max said he is
looking forward to a

of work, including a blieberry
harvesting study, a study of an
upgrading program for fishing
facilities, and they are trying to get
water and sewer in most com-
munities.

“There is not too much we can do
for our area if we don't have the
wasic services first, and they are
sadly lacking in a lot of the com-
munities”: Mr. Jacobs admitted this
is not unique to the Baie Verte area,
however, and said the communities
inthe association were getting some

ion out of the

development association.

Max said there had been an at-
tempt to organize a development
association in the region before, but
as it was centered in LaScie, many
smaller communities would not join.
He explained the new assodauon

already.

He reiterated the need for basic
services, saying the people weren't
-pushing for paved roads as much as
they were pushing for a decent road.
He blasted the Department of
Transportation and Com-

but he said the services cannot
function on that kind of budget for
much longer.

The future looks good for West-
port, Mr. Jacobs explained. He said
the loggers will always have work
and an effort is being made to see
what other kinds of local industry
can be developed. He said the tourist
potential is good, and even with a
terrible road from the Baie Verte
highway many tourists come to
Westport each year.

Purbeck’s Cove, about two miles
from Westport, has 12 families and
plans are being made to bus school
children from there to Westport
schools. Mr. Jacobs said most
people consider Perbeck’s Cove to
be a part of Westport. @

MAX JACOBS
small, decentralized fish canning or
processing plants in the area He said
the large frozen fish plants are
useless and the Development
Association feels small, $100,000
-anning plants, maybe three or four
in the area, would be the answer to

and he
thanwnlbegreatermlsume

““It started off being their (smaller
communities) association. Baie
Verte and LaScie are not now
members of the association,
al:.:ough they can be if they want to
Jo

Mr. Jacobs said the smaller
communities have a hold on the
association and he felt the larger
areas would not be able to dominate
the, if and when they join. The
association office is located in the
vwdvnrkers Building in Baie
The Devel

sunedinthesmaller
cipation from

tain the existing roads could be
better spent on reconstruction.

Mr. Jacobs said the Development
Association could help the area by
having input into Government
decisions. He cited the community
stage guilt at Seal Cove, a com-
munity where there are no full-time
fishérmen, as being a waste of time,
effort and money. He said in
Westport the Government wharf had
never been as good as it was since
the road was put through, obviating
the necessity for the coastal boats to

actively involved in several pham

callr
Mr. Jacobs dream is to have

the problems being faces by local
Mr. Jacobs had praise for the
D of Rural D

and said it seems this Department is
truly concerned with reversing the
previous government’s policy of
centralization. He said their interest
in the small canning plants concept,
as versus the huge central plants,
such as the one at LaScie was, is
indicative of this shift in policy

He said tourism hasn't been ex-
plored fully by the Development
Association as yet, but he indicated
it is high on the list of priorities for
future talks. Mr. Jacobs felt the tourist
potential of the Baie Verte Peninsula
was great. [ ]




DECKS
AWASH

The

Small brothers

of

Wild Cove

Harold Small of Wild Cove has
been fishing for the past three years
out of this small White Bay com-
munity. He owns one of two
operating longliners in the com-
munity, but his brother Allan
to have a third boat in the water
next spring. A smaller boat is also
under construction but it will be
fished only part-time.

Mr. Small fishes the year round.
being -involved in sealing in the
White Bay area from January to
May. After a short lay-up in June,
and depending on ice conditions,
*“we would have done a bit of fishing
around here during the summer." In
August the brothers set out for the
Labrador cod fishery, using gill
nets, they sell their catch fresh to the
Saltfish Corporation in Black Tickle.

Wild Cove, before the mining
operations started in the 60’s, was a
fishing centre with most people
using traps. ““There used to be about
a dozen traps around here one time,
but there is none left now"”, Mr.
Small said. There are still about 12
people involved in small boat fishing
in the area. However, many of these
work with the mines or other em-
ployers and fish part-time.

There are about 140 people in Wild
Cove, and like most of the com-
munities around the area, the
stability of steady employment in
the mines has brought money into
the town. The houses are all well-
kept and the evidence of big cars,
snowmobiles and beats is easily
seen. The community hasn't
grown,however, and no new houses
have been built recently.

Harold: Small worked in the
Advocate Mines operation. for 13
years, but left it to go fishing. ‘I plan

HAROLD SMALL

to stay fishing - I like to be my own
boss”, he explained. He said that
even if the fishery failed completely
and he had to give it up, he wouldn't
go back to the mining companies.

Like the other communities in the
area, Wild Cove men worked in the
woods “operations during the win-
ters, but according to Mr. Small,
even that has stopped since the
mines opened.

Mr. Small said he is not in the
fishermen'’s union, and that he would
have to have a close look at any
union before he joined. He pointed
out that a guaranteed salary would
be a help, and explained that half of
his gross income goes into operation,

and on his

)

ALLAN SMALL
longliners is because of the seals.
They said there is money left in
small boat fishing, but they depend
on the seals for the extra income
they need to make ends meet.

The brothers have been involved
in the smoldering gear war in the
Belle Isle Straits, and reported they
had lost about 10 of their 190 nets
last year. The explained the fish
were ‘‘right in on the shore” and
landsmen had cut their nets loose.
Harold Small said, “‘I don't suppose
you could blame them, but there
were no fish outside to get, so we had
no choice but to go after the ones
near the shore".

The brothers have been actively

boat. 2

Mr. Small complained about the
Unemployment Insurance Com-
mission procedures regarding
benefits for fishermen, and he feels
fishermen are discriminated against
by the system used. (see story on.
page...).

Allan Small's boat is almost
finished. He is currently putting
greenheart on the bow, but he
doesn’t expect to start fishing until
next year. The biggest hangup is the
sky rocketing cost of equipment, he
said, and he explained, “‘it is no good
for the Government to help us out
because the merchants stick it on
again. It's all a money racket. They
are the ones who are making the
money.”

He said the cost of his boat has
doubled since he started, while
Government  bounties have
remained stable. “But I don't get
discouraged, because whatever you
are doing, you are only making a
living”

Both brothers explained the only
reason they were involved in

fora stage
in Wild Cove for a number of years
but with no success. Government
officials, they said, have indicated
the men should use the new stage in
Seal Cove, about six miles south of
Wild Cove. Also a second break-
water, built after the first one was
ruined, is too small for more than
one boat. They would like to see it
expanded. Again, Government of-
ficials suggest they use Seal Cove,
“The stage was only built for
election bait anyway, to get votes.
We aren’t going to take our fish up
there every day”, Harold Small
said, “‘because then the fish would

““There is a nice bit of fish being
brought in here because we are at it
until late November,"” he said.

Like all the White Bay com-
munities, heavy ice conditions (last
year it moved off in late July), have
hampered any attemptsto get in any
local net fishing this year, so the
Small brothers are busily getting
ready for the Labrador trip in
August. o
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bitter

The Small brothers of Wild Cove are bitter about the system of
Unemployment Insurance benefits used for fishermen.

Harold Small explained that a plant worker can work for a few months,
and when he or she is laid off they become eligible for the maximum
benefit for the maximum period of time. They can start collecting
benefits right after their two-week waiting period. However the fisher-
man who comes back from Labrador in early November must wait until
Christmas. And when his benefit is computed, it is an average of his
weekly wages.

Mr. Small said under this system a man who has a good season, with a
couple of bad weeks of fishing scattered throughout, necessarily makes
less on UIC than he should.

After February, when he went sealing, Mr. Small said, the benefits
ceased. But when the sealing was over in May, he could not re-establish
his benefits. He thinks this is discriminatory.

He said as long as the ice is in, he can't fish, and this means the plants
stay closed and the plant workers continue to draw their benefits. He, who
must continue to make his boat ready for the summer and fall in
Labrador, however, has no benefits to support himself. The seal money is
barely enough to get over this period. he said

The community stage no one uses

Two years ago the Provincial
G built a i

stage in Seal Cove, White Bay. While
there is little unusual in that, it has
remained idle for two summers in a
row, mostly because there aren't
any fishermen in Seal Cove.
Sid Robinson, a local Seal Cove
at

from Bonavista and Notre Dame
Bays were fishing turbot in White
Bay a few years back and the lar;~
catches were landed in Seal Cove.
The annual catch figures were used
to show the large amount of fish
coming from Seal Cove and the
stage was agreed upon.

Most of the 1,000 people in Seal
Cove are supported by men who
work in the mines in Baie Verte,
about nine miles away. The rest are
involved in service and support
industries, the hospital, and other
jobs. Some are part-time fishermen
who use hook and line for cod and
salmon nets.

‘The community, whose population
has doubled in the past 20 years, was
exclusively a fishing community
from 1850 until the 1930’s. Then
Bowaters started its logging
operations and many men turned to
this as a supplement to fishing.

Mr. Robinson explained that the
community has a good water and
sewage system, volunteer fire
brigade, and a fire hydrant system.
The services, including snow

garbage collection,

munity. No one would want to
resettle and go to Baie Verte, or

some other community."
According to Mr. Robinson the

bussing system is necessary.

future of the area looks very good.
He admitted the fishery would not be board
able to support the community, but
pointed out the logging potential is
excellent. The stands cut in the *30’s
and *40's are ready to be cut again,
he said, and there are still virgin
stands left.

Mr. Robinson said the com-
munity’s greatest complaints centre
around the road to Baie Verte, which
needs paving and upgrading, and the
school system. He said most
children went to grade eleven in Seal
Cove, but recently all high school
classes have been moved to Baie
Verte and the school board busses
them back and forth.

said

Mr. Robinson, a former school
board member, said, “We are not
getting satisfaction from the school
board in Springdale. All we can hear
from them is that they are in the hole
all the time, no finances. There is an
office of the School Tax Authority in
Baie Verte, and it appears they are
sendlngali!ldownmthemiruand
the tax is deducted from the men’s
pay...I would like to know what this
tax is accomplishi

Mr. Robinson is proud of Seal
Cove, especially the fact there is

little or no able bodied relief there.

“Everybody is making a living
wage."" He indicated the number of
power boats and camper trailers
around the and said

Mr. the
had a high academic standard
throughout the years, and
people can't understand why the

these were an indication of the af-
fluence of the community stemming
from the mines. ®

Unu.n;d mmm’ry stage in Cove.
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Baie Verte ?

it grew overnight

Baie Verte is a busy town, and it
looks like a town that has felt, and
continues to feel, affluence. All of
the families in Baie Verte are high
wage earners, and the community
business sector thrives on heavy
buying, not only from Baie Verte,
but from neighbouring communities
as wi

But “It isn’t the shopping centre
you might imagine,” Mayor Jim
Quick explained. “Many people
continue to buy groceries and basic
needs in stores in their own com-
munities. And people still go to
Grand Falls or Corner Brook for
furniture, hardware and large
items. However, the town has two
large high schools, a Mountie
station, a business section, several
churches, a hospital, a Highways
Depot, and an active consumer co-

0p.

Mr. Quick, a local druggist, said
although the community had some
financial and planning problems
(see story pageelx:g the community

swimming
pool complex that includes

playgrounds, tennis courts and town
park facilities, and with the help of
the mining companies, the
Provincial Government and many
residents, the town is about to
1 a half-million-doll
stadium with an artificial ice sur-
face.

The town'’s school athletes have
won many trophies and the mer-
chantile and amateur softball
leagues have execeptionally busy
summers.

Mr. Quick said there is an in-
creasing concern with vandalism in
the town, buthehadpmseforthe
RCMP and its station officers who
have had “a great interest in the
youth of the community.”

Baie Verte feels a little neglected
by St. John's sometimes, Mr. Quick
said, He had harsh words for the
Department of Highways, and
suggested the kind of treatment the
Highways Department gives to
small communities should be looked
at.

He criticized most strongly their
ability to make decisions without
any input or appeal proceedure
available for the towns. He cited an

example of the town wanting to erect .

@ sign on the highways a

t dvertising
the area. “The Highways Act is the

most discriminating piece of
legi:lntxm that ever went through
y House.”

Mr Quick said the Highways
Department does a good job of
keeping the main road and the side
roads open in winter and summer,
but said he would like to see com-
munities and individuals having
more input into their decisions.
Mr. Quick said Baie Verte wasn't
a company town, explaining
Advocate Mines had never owned
the town as large companies had in
Corner Brook and Grand Falls. He
said the company was very involved
in civic affairs.
He said the townspeople are not
concerned with any close-down of
the mines. Although there is a
definite time limit of about 30 years

operating.

Yomg ppnpla in Baie Verte, like

ung people everywhere, complain

abomthelxkuﬂhhgstudo"ﬂzu

is a young club, but it has fallen into
dis-use.

through cable, and the sports
facilities. Much activity is centered
around the downtown area, and Mr.
Quick pointed out, as the population
increases and as more young people
grow up in Baie Verte, problems can
be expected to crop up. @

Baie Verte Swimming pool - just part of a good recreation program




43~

4
1

DECKS
AWASH

New townsite a schmozzle!

A superficial view of Baie Verte,
population 2,800, would indicate to
anybody looking as that it is a town

the town's expenses are met by the
Advocate Mining Company, as part
of their agreement with the
Provincial Government, and the
involvement in projects
of the company sometimes reaches
well into the second half of the
necessary funds to complete the
project.

The town is, however, struggling
to break out of a circle of spending
and borrowing that Mayor Jim
Quick, a local druggist, said is
becoming very serious.

Mr. Quick outlined that the half-
million dollar plus budget of Baie
Verte is met halfways by the mines,
and the other half comes from
generated revenues, taxes and
Government grants. However, said
Mr. Quick, over half the income of
the town gets sent directly into debt

financing.

Part of the problem is explained
by the fact the community has
grown from 600 to 3,000 people in less
than ten years. The resulting need
for services and facilities has meant
the town has had to do fifty years of
growth in ten. That means the town
has had to accommodate and ser-
vice a population growth of 500 per
cent in 20 per cent of the time most
communities have.

With about half of the com-
munity’s income going into paying
off debts, Baie Verte shows another
unique feature in the community
development pattern. Most com-
munities cannot handle such a large
ratio of debt financing, 25 per cent of
the budget being considered high,
and Baie Verte’s 50 per cent being
considered unheard of. Undoub-
tedly, the mine’s financial input
allows this situation to continue
although Mr. Qulck would not
comment on

Mr/Quick is concerned about the
problem, and assuming nulhlng
happens to change the mmes

Jim Quick
Mayor of Baie Verte

Social life good in Baie Verte

John Lawrence, Safety Supervisor
with Advocate Mining Company,
likes living in Baie Verte, llt.hnugh
he admits it has advantages and
disadvantages.

He lives in a company owned
house, for which he pays about $70
per month, heat included. Except for
company owned housing, the cost of
living is high, he said, and until a
local co-operative was started it was
sometimes cheaper to drive to
Grand Falls for groceries and other
needs.

Mr. Lawrence, who is involved in

more evident. He said a community
recreation center had to have
special doors and windows installed

in White Bay South.
He called for increased co-
operation between Baie Verte and

the i and

recently because of
caused by young people.

Mr. Lawrence thought the sense of
community in Baie Verte was strong
and he felt the taxpayers in the town
were getting good services for their
tax dollar. He didn’t think there
would ever be a large influx of
people from the smaller com-
munities into Baie Verte, and, said if
the mine closed for some reason,
most residents would probably be
able to leave without any regrets.

While the ties between Grand
Falls and Corner Brook on one hand
and Baie Verte on the other seem to
be fairly strong, Mr. Lawrence

about the
shown to the town by St. John's
organizations and government.

He criticized strongly the lack of
interest, or action, by government in
not letting the people of Baie Verte

to their

know what is
representational rights
beral Bill Rowe resigned

since
his seat

said he hoped that government in-
terest in the town would mcrens.e.




Getting into
the routine
HEK. (Kit) Sheppard is one of the

has made a big mistake recently, people

and as yet no immediate solution has
presented itself. Mr. Quick and his
council took over about one year ago
and were immediately faced with a
housing development, called
Townsite, which has had its share of
headaches.

Over a mile away from the older
section of Baie Verte, Townsite was

they would develop 104 house lots
down there. The land there is hard
to service, it is all rock. They got in

and
the necessary drilling took place.
They put it out on tender. The
Municipal Affairs Department said
the tender was too high.”

scrapped
its plans and settled for 57 lots, The
total cost for half the planned
development is somewhere around
the $1 million mark. To date only 10
lots have been sold and
arrangements with Newfoundland
and Labrador Housing have stalled
further buying and building.

Mr. Quick said the biggest
problems not foreseen by the council
of 1970 was how labour costs would

$3,000,
although the final price has to be
fixed by Newfoundland and
Labrador Housing ition and
Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation, whose responsil

the townsite now has become. Even
at that rate, he said, the lots will be

owns and operates Sheppard’s
Motel, a 6-room motel with a
bar and dining room, about 5 miles
from Baie Verte.

below in the winter and 40 above in
the summer”), of hanging around
the house. “We always wanted a
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“KIT” SHEPPARD

To stand at the edge of the huge
holes in the ground at Advocate




The annual production is about
82,000 tons of asbestos fibre per
year, and this is expected to in-
crease slightly. At this rate of
production and mining, Mr. Cole

lds options on
other possible sites and is engaged in
a continual exploration ram.
Under the Advecate Act,
the company pays a grant ln Ihn oi
taxes to Baie Verte

might be reached. He pomnted out
that other defunct mines have been
converted to ponds with parks
around them. The tailings and waste
dumps from the operation will
eventually be covered with
vegetation, he said.

The % tion isn't a
parricnlarly rich one, Mr. Cole said,
and is limited by the fact that the

waste to fibre ratio is high (one ton
of fibre fmm 180 tons of mutu'ln::

per cent of the towns' expenm It
employs about 510 employees and
indirectly supports about another
;wenty service and secondary

pit).

fibre removed is 85 per cent high

quality fibre which makes up for
some of the problems.

The company works in con-

Its annual wage pacht junction with provincial and federal
is about 6.2 millim training programs to produce
The asbestos fi wmmbuadmmmamupwmd
Baie Verte is shipped mostly to thirty apprentices at any one time.
European manufacturers who They have a highly develaped safsy
cement pipes, wall program and employees’ benefif
panels, and other system.
small shipments are made to the
US.A., South America, oc-  Year round, the work of digging
casionally to South Africa. the pits bigger and bigger continues.

The routine of drilling, blasting,
loading the fleet of 25 huge, off-
highway dump trucks with ore and
waste, goes on continually. All the
Mdsmdmtthtsmoperned
electricity. J
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crusher, and from there it is

‘The company does not own the

The ore is dumped into the=~tributes heavily to civic projects; ;T-mew.i-n‘m‘mﬂ 'Tgm_

processed to remove the asbestos
fibre from the rock. Tailings and
smull crushed stone are dumped into
a mountainous pile, and the fibre is
bagged in a pressed block form.
The company operates a large
warehouse and shipping wharf near
the Mill, and stockpiles for up to six
month each winter until ice con-
ditions permit resumption of
shipping. A sawmill operation in a
nearby community provides the
company with birch plansk for the
pallets used in loading operations.

The twelve 'years the mine has
operated, it has increased the wealth
and prosperity of the area
tremendously. The company, said
officials, tries to be a good corporate
citizen, and aside from the grant
system it uses to pay taxes, con-

town, however, and said one official
the feeling of a ‘‘company town"
present in many such situations,
isn't found in Baie Verte.

People in Baie Verte show an
allegiance to the company, and in
the face of a recent attack on the
company's  health  dangers,
especially that of men contracting
asbestosis from close work with
fibre, most defended

shﬂlup to nneT!fl‘:lf hour befuxe,
regular times, company. ex:
plained  they : I‘eav these
arrangements | € xfgm i
selves, as long ﬁu\ey nylt in tha
eight hours of their
contract. o
Labour relations between the
company and the worl are
stable, and usually there haven't

the cnmpany stnmgly a

been any The com is
proud of its labour record, and,

volved in a series of projects
designed to improve the look and
facilities around the mill and office
complexes, and is about to pave
parking lots for workers and provide
additional facijlities for workers and
visitors.

The men change shifts on an honor
system, the punch-clock is not used.

, S0 are the men. Most
stay for long periods of time. About
75 percent have been with the mine
since it started.

Whether the mine is a curse or a
blessing, it is probably too early to
tell. Right now most people enjoy an
affluent, easy life style, taking
advantage of the surrounding
countryside for ﬁshmg and hmﬂqg

Nutrition and dental care
biggest problems

The M.J. Boylen Hospital in Baie
Verte is proud of its role in providing
megdical services to the whole of the
Baie Verte Peninsula.

Bob Past, Assistant Administrator
of the hospital, said it is a fully ac-
credited 40-bed hospital, affiliated
with the United Church of Canada
and operated through a local Board
of Trustees.

The hospital provides health
services for the 12,000 persons living
on the Peninsula. In 1974 nearly
20,000 outpatient visits were
recorded. The employs 87
fulltime employees, including 5
doctor’s and a radiologist.

Other than regular hospital ser-
vices, the Health Centre is
responsible for a Nurse Practitioner
Clinic in Fleur d’Lys and a team of
public health nurses who regularly
visit all 21 communities in the nret
Special projects sponsored by
Public Health Service on nutmim
and extended care are in the plan-
ning stage. The Centre is also in-
volved in a dental care project which
will at some future date see dental
services being brought to small
communities on the Peninsula.

The hospital itself is just one of
three branches of a new
organization called the Baie Verte
Peninsula Health Centre. The other

two branches are the Baie Verte
District Medical Services Unit, a
doctor’s group within the hospital,
and the Baie Verte Peninsula
Community Health Services, which
involves the Public Health nurses
and the Nurse Practitioner.

Mr. Post said the hospital is ten
years old and is capable of providing
all basic medical services. There
are plans afoot, he said, to expand
the outpatient department facilities.
The plan’ include space for an

e just starting,

sldq-abb less than would be ex-
pected for an industrial area. He
prahodt.he;:ﬁtymmmdm

He uld there were fewer

hou;ihltreatmauthlnmrmll,md




medical practice to overcome
quickly. community, however,
is to be the location of a pilot project
wherein mothers

would hopefully be developed
into a full-time project for all the
area.

He said the hospital was in the
process of becoming a teaching unit
affiliated with Memorial University
of Newfoundland’

's School,
and he said he %MJ.

Boylen Hospital was an ideal place
in whiq:_mp learn family practice.

He said the service at the hospital
‘Was more

doctor could find himself dealing in
all aspects of treatment on a con-
tinual basis, rather than units of
ﬁnﬂuﬂmforlmgpcﬂodad

Dr. Black said several specialists
come to Baie Verte on a regular

surgeon in the area would be a great
help, but pointed out that the man
would need an interest in general
practice as well," because the
surgical case load would be in-
sufficient to encompass all his time.

Copper, gold and silver

has
ploration program. This summer
about 8 crews will be in the field

P , although many
staff live in Baie Verte. Mr.
said most of the men like wor]

seeking mineable  deposits.
According Mr. Granger, the long
company is not tied to ex-

clusively, ‘‘nothing would please us
bmﬁyfmwmmﬂndlgou

to
surface. “If it was steeper, the
would fall down on its own, but we
have to use mechanical scrapers.”
Mr. Granger explained the
shipping season plays havoc with
some smelters, but once the first




DECKS
AWASH

-
i

3

Fleur-de-Lys

Bob Lewis of Fleur-de-Lys is
“Manager” of the town and an
extremely busy man. The com-
munity put in a water and sewer
system last fall and this summe;
will be busily returning the roads
the community to some degree
normaley.

Mr. Lewis said it was very
around the town and the
system is expecud to git
trouble where it isn’t
deep. He said the road
tougher, because the commi
only gets about $1,700 in road
grant each year.

For the 135 families in Fleur-de-
Lys the mining operations in Baie
Verte have brought life and money
back into the town (most men make
the 15-mile run each day).

Three longliners, soon to be in-
creased to four, fish out of Fleur-de-
Lys. These men the
Labrador fishery, selling their
catches to the Saltfish Corporation.

Mr. Lewis said the community
pays higher cost of living prices than
most places, and although they were
offered a paved road in 1973, they
opted for waiting until the water and
sewage system could be installed.
Mr. Lewis said he felt the men in
Fleur-de-Lys should be exempt from
most Provincial gasoline taxes until
such time as the road is paved.

He explained the men of the
community are working full-time -
and most young people find work in

=N-2

ﬁggéz

the area, and consequently, stay to
make their homes “at home". He
said the community applied for LIP
projects, but because of the low
unemployment rates in the town it
hasn’t been successful.

In the 100-year history of Fleur-de-
Lys, originally settled by the

French, logging and fishing have
been the prime industries. A com-
munity stage in the town gets
frequent use and until the mines

If the name Ming's Bight has ever
tantalized your imagination, the
cummmlty itself would probably

win your heart.

John “Jack” Greenham, who
heads one of the 70 families left in
Ming's, said the community isn't
l:agrm much, and he indicated

was a little pessimistic about the

Mr ‘Greenham, a member of the
Council for three years, said the
community has gone from a suc-
cessful fishing and lumbering centre
to a place where most people find
work in the Consolidated Rambler
mines, 10 miles away.

There are two or three fishermen
left in Ming’s, he said, and he
planned to get involved in fishing
himself again this year. All the
fishing is done by trawls, traps and
salmon nets from small boats. There
were a couple of men interested in
longliners, Mr. Greenham said, but
to date nothing has gone beyond the
planning stage.

The community stage is used to
load fish into trucks to be taken to
the LaScie plant for

Bight a few years ago and several
families moved to Baie Verte and
LaScie. “But in general people

Department of s Rehabilitation and
Recreation grant, to put the
finishing touches to a park area that
includes a soccer field, a ball field, a
playground area for smaller
children, and a picnic area.

Mr. Lewis, who pointed out a
small mining operation for

around the town. He said if and when
the Advocate Mines operation -
closes, he feels other mining
operations will start up. He said he
would like to see a small secondary
mineral processing plant in the
LJ

JOHN GREENHAM
didn’t want to leave here. They had
their own homes here and their own
gardens.”
Mr. Greenham said the miners
bring in good pay and several new

homes have been built in Ming’s in
the past few years. And he felt the
continuation of mining in the area
may hold a bright hope for the
future.

Mr. Greenham and his two sons
were involved in the mining
operations. One worked for a while
at Consolidate Rambler and then
quit. He now works in the new
mining operations in Daniel's
Harbour. Another son has put in a
few years, but has switched to a
mainland contracting firm, which
sinks new shafts for the
Mr. Greenham said he couldn’t lake
the underground work and now he

this year, but in late June the ice was
still blocking the bay. ®
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Most people use Baie Verte as a
shopping centre, he said, and

i
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New haulout at Woodstock

9
Woodstock’s future
. L3 y

tied to province's
Woodstock is a small community the woods, and were supplied by
hidden in the bottom of the arm that Pacquet businesses. More recently,
runs in from Pacquet, and, the many men have gone to the mines in
relationship between Woodstock and Ming's Bight and Baie Verte. Only

Pacquet is a close one. Woodstock one longliner docks in Woodstock but
was called Southwest Pacquet it is doubtful that she will fish this
later the

year.
name when confusion arose over The other source of income in
mail and road work. Woodstock is generated by Gid
- Woodstock was settled about 1900 Sacrey, the son of one of the original
by people from Tilt Cove who left settlers. Between a sawmill
when the copper mines there closed operation, a general store, a
up the first time. trucking company, a construction
_ The people fished and worked in company and other business in-
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terests, fus tirms hire about half of
the 70 families’ wage earners.

Uncle Dorm Sacrey, a man whose
energy is indicated by his recent
marriage, at 76, has lived in and out
of Woodstock all his life. His father
moved there in the early 1900's after
mining in Tilt Cove and fishing on
the Labrador.

Uncle Dorm said the community is
growing slightly, and recent work
has established a water system,
which has had some problems. A
current project by the community is
preparing a small subdivision for
new home builders and last winter a
LIP grant paid for a boat haul-out.

‘The community children go by bus
to school in Baie Verte, about 15
miles, but the road to Woodstock
from the LaScie Road isn’t the best.

Uncle Dorm said the ity is

about going back to fishing full-time.

Uncle Dorm said the future of
Woodstock and communities like it
xsuedmtnlhelumreoﬁheprwmce
Ile had harsh words for those in
government who will not take action
to ml{:h the 200-mile limit. He
sai aining programs and the
high school education systems are
not dealing with outport
Newfoundlanders properly either.

“It is useless to train young men
around here to be plumbers and
bricklayers if there is no work for
them in that line around here. It
would be more sensible to give them
technical training in the fisheries.”

Uncle Dorm said the way
Newfoundland’s resources have
been exploited in the past, and even
today, is wrong. He suggested the

well serviced by Pacquet and Baie
Verte and he felt the community will
continue to grow as more young
people find jobs and stay home. He
said several men are fishing part-
time in the community, and if the ice
starts to go earlier in years to come,
he said several men wi hink

of some
industries to help the province alung
would be in order. He cited the
copper mines who send their ore to
Quebec thereby raising the price of
copper wire in Newfoundland.

He said Woodstock is a good place
to live, and he is happy to be there

wlmhismwile.ﬂeisnnwbuhy
building a piece on to the bedroom of
his house in case he should start a
new family.

&
UNCLE DORM SACREY

Brent’s Cove and Harbour Round

Brent's Cove and Harbour Round
are two Catholic communities near
LaScie. There is a convent and a new
Catholic school in Brent's Cove and
children are bussed from the
surrounding communities, including
LaScie, to this school.

th communities are fishing
communities, but Brent's Cove has
no harbour and the men must take
their fish to the stage at Harbour
Round. Both communities have
always been strong fishing com-
munities, although there are far
fewer fishermen now than there
used to be. Those who aren’t fishing,
work in the fish plant. The bus
comes for them at 7:00 a.m., which
means for most men and women,
getting up at 6:00 a.m. They get an
hour’s break for lunch and eat their
sandwich at the plant. They also get
a 10-minute break in the morning
and afternoon. Often they have to
work until 8:00 at night, but they
don’t know that until they get there.

Most people in the two com-
munities think it is a good plant to
work in, but preferred the days when
Jobs ran it, “It's changed a lot since
Quick Freeze took over. Before
everyone had their own tray and pile

of fish. Now everyone works on a
line. 1 prefer the old way because
you could make more money, and
for anyone experienced you could
cut a lot of fish. Being on a line slows
the process down,” said one plant
worker.

B '
Stage surrounded by we e in July in Coachman's Cove

The fish plant pays $3.50 an hour,

which means it is possible to earn
$200 a week, but there is a large
turnover from communities, such as
Brent's Cove and Harbour Round, as
people leave to go mining or logging.
®
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The La fish plant

$6 Milli 1 i
With the exception of the recently peopleflew out over LaScie, and saw  fishermen left their boats for a
acquired Burgeo fish plant, the the excellent water supply and the gteady wage on land. And at the
LaScie plant is the only Government  harbour full of boats loaded with - same time, says Claude Martin, the
owned plant in Newfoundland. fish.” (It was also a go0d great invasion by the Europeans
According to Art Thoms, Rural agricultural area and there Was gtarted
DevelopmemSpecmHst!orthearea. room for the town to expand.) But  The year the fish plant was built
the LaScie plant was the “guinea Art Thoms said, “Every skipper of wasthe last year fish of any quantity
p1g" for Newfoundland. It was part coastal boats and freighters went o yas caught around LaScie. The
the Government's scheme back in  Joey Smallwood and told him the plant was obsolete before production
1857 to centralize the fishery by Government was crazy to put a fish began.
putting fishermen in larger centres plant in LaScie. Other places had  Although LaScie grew, it never
with large boats and proper better harbours. We had the fishing pecame the growth centre that the
processing facilities. If the idea grounds, the fishermen, the water [jperal Government envisioned.
worked in LaScie, it would be tried supply. It was the ideal place to THE OLD MANAGEMENT
in other areas. build the plant, but we didn’t have For many years the plant was
LaScie was chosen because at the any harbour and we admitted this”, operated by Job Brothers. The
time there was an abundance of fish ITS DOWNFALL Government took care of any losses
being caught in the area. There was incurred and they paid Jobs an
a very viable co-op in the com- By the time the government operating fee. But the plant was too
munity that had marketed 14,000 decided to build the $6-million plant big and was losing upwards of
quintals of fish in one year during the mines had opened, the Province * $300,000 a year. When the P.C.s
the '50's, and the Union Trading had begun its massive roads came into office, they began to see if
Company was marketing hundreds program, and there was a lot of there wasn’t some way the plant
of more quintals. on going on in LaScie could pay for itself.
According to Claude Martin, the because of the plant. Consequently,
fish plant Manager, “The fisheries many of the most industrious (Continued on next page)

LaScie fish plant going srong
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THE NEW MANAGEMENT

Advertisements were placed in the
papers for interested fish firms to
submit ideas on how they would
operate the plant. Newfoundland
Quick Freeze, which is part of the
vast W.R. Grace operation in the
States, won the bid. According to
Claude Martin, who was Manager
with Jobs and continued on as
Manager with Newfoundland Quick
Freeze, the new company would
operate the plant for three years. If
after three years the plant was
making money, Quick Freeze would
have the option to buy. If at the end
of three years, they saw no hope of
making a profit, naturally they
would not buy.

Newfoundland Quick Freeze did
not change the staff. However, they
have economized in an effort to
reduce the debt. They no longer keep
on a staff during the off season, they
don’t open until there is sufficient
amounts of fish available, and they
cut back on prices of some fish when
there is an abundance of it.

THE CHANGING STOCKS

Because the plant is seasonal, it
has never had draggers and depends
entirely on the inshore fishermen.
This too makes it difficult for the
plant to operate as the inshore
stocks change from year to year.
For example, the cod were excellent
right up until the time the plant was
built. Says Art Thoms, “I think the
plant would have folded, ex the
turbot was plentiful and the
fishermen felt there was no way to
fish them out”. At first they had
trouble marketing turbot, but after
its name was changed to Green Bay
Halibut, there was no problem.

But in three years the turbot
started getting scarce, and now they
are virtually non-existent.

And then, according to Claude
Martin, the herring available to the
plant multiplied “‘a million fold”.
Says Claude, ‘“We have taken more
herring in this year than I've seen in
a lifetime. We took what we could

, although we weren't set up
fm-ttWehxvevhreem-fmxrh:mng

Because the plant is so large, it
can take care of fish for other
companies. For example, when
another fish company gets an order
they can’t fill, they ask the LaScie
plant to do it. And last year they took
in 150,000 lbs. of salmon from a

Labrador operation that went
bankrupt. Their freezer unit is
capable of holding 4 million pounds,
but the most that it has ever held has
been 2.

The plant does not own its own
boats, but it does have a collection
system that extends from Wild Cove
on the north to Beaumont and
Lush’s Bight on the south. Trucks
and a boat service 13 communities.

ypes

taCapeSLJnm:,itisnMwahr
fishery of under 100 fathoms. And
from Shoe Cove to Nipper's Har-
baur, it’s a deep water fishery — - 250-

tleu’ecmln.tl!ﬁal’nry(ﬂ'thﬂ
year on that coast is destroyed.
But despite the ice this year, by
the middle of July the plant had the
cutters and filleters working
overtime and on Saturdays.
However, the quantity of fish is

average it employs abou! 250. Mr.
Martin says that the plant has dif-
« ficulty keeping people tulnod
because the work is seasonal
operation is not financially a
tractive enough to attract good

people.

THE SOLUTIONS
Everyone has their theories on
how to make this large obsolete
_plant more efficient and viable. If it
is to be a year-round operation, the
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**We never had
big times, but
we had good times’’

FOR MANY YEARS LaScie,
meaning “the saw”, and named
after the irregular height of the
neighbouring hills, was under
French domination. In 1826 Dan

John's father was born in St.
‘Mary's Bay in 1835 and came to Shoe
Cove when he was about 25, His first
wife died in childbirth but he
married again and lived between
Shoe Cove Brook and Shoe Cove
Bight.

After four years, the Clances
moved to Tilton, then to LaScie
Coachmen’s Cove.
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Violet and John Clance

everyone used to card and spin wool.

John says, “We never had big
times, but they were good times. In
the fall of the year when the boats
were fishing, it might get too rough
to fish and the boats would be
ashore. If they were ashore long, we
would have what we called a ‘hot
supper’. We'd get some chicken.
Perhaps we’d kill a lamb"'.

He remembers back in 1917 when
he and some were
fishing, but it was blowing so hard
they had to put into Nipper’'s Har-
bour. They had a social there,—a
basket ,—and he remembers
bidding on a basket. A girl went with
each basket, but the girl he won had
her boyfriend there. So he got the
basket, but not the girl.

Because the ‘‘times” were few,

they were remembered. And

remembers January 6th., the 12th.

day of Christmas, when there was a
card

g

‘“Now everyone
thought nothing of working then.
‘Why I remember looking for the cow
and someone saying it was in Shoe
Cove, so I walked over and back, no
more than if it was a walk down the
harbour”

John remembers the schooners.
“They'd come here in the spring of
the year"”’, he says, “and you'd take
a fitout from them. You know, salt
and provisions. But the small
traders use to come around on a

Saturday evening. You'd go aboard |

them and buy a few gallons of oil".
When the Clances came to settle in
LaScie about 189 nobody was

selling gooas permanently. But in
the spring of the year the Morgans
came and began to sell. And then
more people moved in, says John. It
was a good place to fish, but a rough
place.

John remembers the spring times
when there used to be as many as 200
schooners in the harbour at cne
time. ‘“Fishermen going down the
shore fishing”, he says. But in the
fall of the year, there weren't as
many because of the storms and
because LaScie was and is a hard
place to get out of.

Jim always fished, but he liked the
ice the best. He remembers back to
March8 in 1915 “when we were down
opposite Duggan’s house having a
game of cards. We come up about
one or two o’clock in the morning
and never went to bed at all, but

' went off down the Cape. We went out
to a place called Northern Head and
could see a couple of seals on the ice.
But we didn’t like to go out because
we were afraid the ice was going to
start. But we eventually went out
and I got an old seal and a young
one, who was right in his prime. But
by then the ice had started so I
stopped for that day. I was down

and I got $98.90.
Looking out at the harbour today,
ohn says, ‘‘My father was 74 when

&~
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A commumty of young fishermen

What strikes you about Shoe Cove
is the number of young

community near the
plant. And in this day and age when

engine.

Boats are still made in Shoe Cove,
but more and more people are
mnﬂngwspeedboamepedanylnr

Thh yenr the men didn’t start
fishing until the end of June because
they were having trouble with ice.
And even by the end of July they
were still having trouble with ice
and were having to move nets out of
the way of icebergs. A few men have
lost nets, and many have had them
torn up.

OmofuumenfmmshoeCwe
has his own truck. He backs it into
the community stage and the fish is
loaded each morning and after
dinner. And what'’s left over at night
is iced in.

According to one fisherman, more
than a million pounds was trucked to
LaScie plant last year, and although
the season started late, it looks as
though it's going to be a good fishing
year and even more might go to
LaScie this year. On July 20th, one
man hauled in 3,000 in the
morning and 4,000 in the afternoon,
and that wasn’t unusual. Everyone
uses traps and no one salts,
except for in the fall.

Right now, a number of people are
the

Ice played havoc with the nets of the Shoe Cove fishermen

had to get a Government official
here to straighten it out. We could
have had a couple of thousand
dollars made on capelin, but at %c a
pound, it’s a lot of work for nothing"'.

But despite the poor price for
capelin, the fishermen of Shoe Cove

Tilt Cove

make more than a decent: living.
And maybe that’s one reason S0
mnnyywngpeoplemﬁshi.m Says

one fisherman, “I have a son
seventeen years old who doesn’t
want to do anything but fish. A lot of
young people are like that here." °

another dying mining town

To drive into the old mining
community of Tilt Cove is to drive
into practically a ghost town. You
descend over a hill into a crater-like
formation with a pond in the centre.
The sides of the crater are steep and
copper colored. And two of the sides
have been dug away to get at the

upset with they are
gztﬂngatthﬁlnt]nu&:h&yu
fisherman, “The plant isn't

‘The town is conspicuous by its lack
of trees. Cut down the
building of the ty a hun-

once was in the very early days of
the mine. The community is a
copper colored dust bowl now, with
only the pond to keep down the dust.
Copper was in evidence as early as
1857 and the first mine opened up in
1864, with a number of men from
Cornwall, England, doing the
5 el in 1916

Men from nearby com-
munities gave up fishing during the
ten years for a steady wage,
today most of them can be found


























































	0001_Cover
	0002_Inside Cover
	0003_Page 1
	0004_Page 2
	0005_Page 3
	0006_Page 4
	0007_Page 5
	0008_Page 6
	0009_Page 7
	0010_Page 8
	0011_Page 9
	0012_Page 10
	0013_Page 11
	0014_Page 12
	0015_Page 13
	0016_Page 14
	0017_Page 15
	0018_Page 16
	0019_Page 17
	0020_Page 18
	0021_Page 19
	0022_Page 20
	0023_Page 21
	0024_Page 22
	0025_Page 23
	0026_Page 24
	0027_Page 25
	0028_Page 26
	0029_Page 27
	0030_Page 28
	0031_Page 29
	0032_Page 30
	0033_Page 31
	0034_Page 32
	0035_Page 33
	0036_Page 34
	0037_Page 35
	0038_Page 36
	0039_Page 37
	0040_Page 38
	0041_Page 39
	0042_Page 40
	0043_Inside Back Cover
	0044_Back Cover

