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Saltfish Corporation
has biggest year yet

Aiden Maloney is a happy man,
and so he should be. The Canadian
Sailfish Corporation. which he has
headed since its 1970 start-up.
managed to increase its business
efforts by about f)O per cent the last
year.

When it was established. the
Corporation. owned and operated by
the federal government, was looked
upon as a "retirement program for
old fishermen:' It grew out of a need
(or an organized cff~r:t to deve~op

and maintain 'a traditional saltfish
trade .....ith countries such as Italy.
Spain and Greece.

Throughout the 1960's the sailfish
industry was a "dying" one and
Government and fisheries
development people could not see
beyond the dragger and the frozen
fish market. All the effort and en­
thusiasm of developers had been
thrown into the fresh fish industry.
The Corporation was to oversee ~he

final death throws of the saltnsh
industry. or so the critics thought.

Instead of doing that, however, the
Corporation has grown steadily into
the most efficient and best paying
scheme for salUish production that
the Province has seen in two hun­
dred years.

Whether he dries it himself. or
sells his fish to the Corporation's
agent for salting, the fisherman, in
particular the inshore fisherman,
has an open market for all the cod he
can catch. and at competitive prices
with fresh fish plants.

Based on a growth factor of 100per
cent in the past three years alone,
the five-year-old corporation is
about to be accepted as the saviour
of the sailfish industry.

Mr. Maloney: "The Corporation is
working out extremely well. There
has been an increase in the
production of salt fish. Bearing in
mind that cod landings have con­
sistently gone down, whereas the
production cJ. salt fish has gone up.
two things are happening. One, more
fishermen are selling their fish to us
(whereas before they sold it to fresh
frozen plants), and t wo, more
fishermen are coming into the
business."

He said, in an industry where it

AlDEN MALONEY

takes a long time to establish
credibility.jhe Corporation has now
proven it has the ability to buy,
process and market salt fish at
prices that entice fishermen away
from the fresh fish industry.

Working through a system of 12
agents, who buy and process fish f~r
the Corporation, fishermen are paid
(or their fish immediately and they
get a share of the Corporation's
surplus profits at the end of the year.

Mr. Maloney said that despite
heavy competition in the world
marketplace, the Corporation has
kept its traditional markets, Italy,
Spain, Greece and the Caribbean,
and if they had the fish available.
they would be interested in finding
markets in the Norwegian­
dominated areas of Africa.

"Canada is now selling about 15
per cent of the total world's salt fish.
If we want to dig out the markets
and sell the fish, there are markets
available."

He said the sailfish industry has
never been prone to the kinds of'>
fluctuations prevalent in the fresh
fish business. He suggested that
such steady demand will always be
the case.

Mr. Maloney said there has been
some problems brought out in the
industry in Newfoundland recently,
mostly to do with the requirements
in the federal inspection regulations

regarding the physica l art buies uf
plants that produce salt fish .

The conununity stage and private
producers have been hit hardest, but
despite this, Mr. ~la1oney had praise
for the regulations and tbe positive
steps that have been taken in man)'
plants and stages to come up to the
standards.

Since the Corporation started, the
emphasis has been on quality. Mr.
Maloney feels that if quality can be
maintained at a high standard, the
markets would be even more
suscepuble to increases in prices
and quantities.

"tbe better the quality fish being
turned out by our fishermen. and our
agents, then. obviously. the better
the payment that can be made to the
fishermen:'

Mr. Maloney said th e amount of
salt fish being produced on private
premises by individual fishermen
has dropped from about 90 per cent,
IS years ago, to less than 35 per cent
today. He predicted that this kind of
private operation would probably
drop out altogether in the future.
leaving all salt fish tn be processed
by artificial means in plants and
stages.

He sounded a little disappointed in
this, and explained that sun-dried,
light-salted fish, for which
Newfoundland has been famous for
years, is almost a delicacy item in
world markets today. Still in all, he
said, about IS per cent of his Cor­
poration's sales were provided by
al ready salted, sun-dried fish.

Mr. Maloney said a close con­
necnon between salt and fresh fish
producers in the province is
developing. He praised this move
and explained that there is no reason
why they cannot develop co­
operative patterns. He pointed out
that all Norwegian fish plants have
an arrangement whereby if one
production line becomes glutted, the
plants switch over to the other.

The Corporation, involved in
pickled herring in Quebec for three
years. this past season took over a
similar operation in Ne....foundland.
Working through agents. again. the
Corporation will market the pickled
and barrelled herring from the
Newfoundland Straits of Belle Isle
area. Mr. Maloney said the Cor­
poration was disappointed that
catches of herring were not as high
as was first predicted. but he termed
the first year successful. Mr.



Maloney did not deny that other
products could possibly be taken
under the Corporation's wing, but
suggested that their plates were
reasonably full now.

During the past year, the Cor­
poration was involved in market
research projects Involving dif­
ferent consumer packs for salted
rtsn. Choice cuts, naked salt fish and

Before you build,
design properly

In recent issues "H' have pass­
ed along ideas about houses,
both wooden and stone. wnuc
many people arc interested 10
stone houses, most seem m­
terested in them from their
value as a collage or summer
home. with this in mind .... c have
asked our architect fnend to
come back this Issue and tulk
generally about building: a cot­
tage, and some things to look lor
to save time and money.

What follows is an edited ver­
sion of his remarks ccnccrmng
this topic.

Instead of having an arcmtcct
designing a couaac for you, or
throwing up a r-amshackle house
without any pre-planning It
would be better (or you, and you
would have more fun, if you
designed it yourself.

Keep the basic principles m
mind and combine thorn with thl'
characteristics of ycursett. your
family and your budget.

The setting dictates the
building; your design could
evolve out of all the different
factors that are Involved in your
site. You may originally han
had a two-story building In

mind, and then find that because
of the slope of the land, and
because you want the bedrooms
and the living room to see the
sun, etc" you have to have a
single story,

Generally speaking. it's ad­
visable to have the living room
facing the south or west. or fac­
ing the view. Sometimes you're
lucky to have the vie w and the
sun coming from the same

pre-packaged portions will all be
tied out in consumer markets in New
York, Puerto Rico and other places.
If successful, the move could mean
much more 'secondary processing,
more jobs and more money for
Newfoundland's fish industries.

Mr. Maloney, who said he didn't
see another boom year next year,
still suagested that a predicted

angle. Sometimes you don't, so
you have to compromise. Adm­
tng area should a I.... ays Iace
west because you're usually
eating in the e ...cning and It'S

nice to have the sun going down.
For the kitchen it doesn't

seem important that It should
have a view, especially in a cot­
tage because people don't spend
that much time in the kitchen.
It's better for the kitchen to be
adjacent to the main entrance.
so that it acts as a control POint
for people entering or Ieavma
the house; usually it would be
facing the road side.

When you're planmna thl'
main entrance, especially in a
cottage, you should ensure that
it's well protected from the
weather, that you have some
kind of lobby, and that also you
have a lot of closet space around
it so that you can throw on ....our
hunting boots and put your' gun
down, or take your snowshoes
off and not track dirt into the
cottage.

Generally the bedroom should
face east in order to get the ear­
l)' morning sun, which is alwa vs
nice to wake up to, and be adja­
cent to the bathroom, The
bedrooms in a cottage don't
have to be particularly large
because people don't spend that
much time in them. The}' should
just be large enough to hold a

?~~k:n~u~ ~:~e ~~v~a~~f~~~~~i
closet space. If )'OUwant to sa ..e
space you can bund 10 bunks or
beds quite easily. You can use
your imagination on uus. But a
cottage is not a show place, so
)'OUdon't have to design as you
would normally for a bedroom 10
a house. For instance, .... here
you have drawers and so forth,

growth of certainly not less than 20
per cent would be easily achieved,
"I don't see a rapid growth after this
year, but I see a fairly steady growth
pattern. I think the demand will
remain ....teady, if there is a Iluc­
tuation.it wiU be because of supply,
not eatmg habits."

He said demand would easily
outstrip supply in the near futur~

you don't really need that.
Always make sure you have suf­
ficient room for the door to sw­
ing- in and out properly.

It's a nice thing sometimes to
try and arrange two different
levels in your collage - maybe
have the living room on a lo.....cr
level, and the other rooms up
above. The reason for that is it
could create a nice, COZj' space.
Usually YOU'll find (hat the
nicest land to build on would be
gently slopping. rather than flat,
because it allo .....s you to do in­
teresting things like split levels,
H also has the advantage of good
drainage in the soil if you're on
the side of a hill.

In a lot of cases with summer
cabins the view is cut by the
road, usually goes along in front.
between the water and the
house. If you have a collage v'au
don't generally want to - be
reminded of civilization. so an
easy way to getting over that
problem is set your house as far
up a hill as possible. and try to
build up a plateau in front of the
house, it will cut off the view of
the road and look like it's con­
tinuous.

Trees are very good also:
always try and leave all the good
trees on the site. but tear away
all the scrub. Doing this allows
the trees to mature in better
form. Trees are good for screen­
ing a cottage from the wind, pro­
viding shade and also they
enhance the view,

You should look at your site
carefully. Dig a few test pits and
find out where you want to put
the well, If you dig a well. it's
much cheaper and, usually,
much more reliable than an
artesian well. The well should be
fairly close to your house
because you don't want to dig a
tong trench, 6 feet deep, for pip­
mg. You really want to get a
feeling of the shape and the
make-up of your land before you
decide where to build.

Some quick tips regarding cot­
tages, stone or otherwise, to cut
costs and labor:
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1. Any window manufacturer will
make up any size windows that you
want. but that's expens! ve. Try to
buy standard windows. You won't
need a particularly high quality
window, and in all pl"obability you
don't need too many opening win­
dows. In terms of view, you can use
two or three standard windows in­
stead of one big one. That would be
cheaper, and it has an advantage of
being easier to replace when panes
get broken.

2. An excellent floor material for
the kitchen and bathroom areas is
battleship linoleum. It always looks
kind of dull, but it's really durable.
Instead of painting the floors it
would probably be nicer to stain
them and give them a natural finish.
Use scatter rugs in the areas where
you want to sit down. There are no
cheap, nice floor finishes available;
carpet is great, but it's expensive;
vinyl tiles don't give you a com­
fortable feeling; so, probably a wood
floor with scatter rugs is the best.

3. There is no need to bring your
car right up to the cottage. Roads
cost a fair bit of money to clear and
grade. The shorter the road the
cheaper.

4. You could bring storage areas
right into your house to save money
on out buildings. You very often
need a large area for storing wood
and if you're using the cottage in the
winter then you don't have to go
outside to get it.If you're situated on

a lake and you water ski, the skies,
ropes and life jackets all take up a
lot of space and it's good to have a
little area where you can put them
out of the way.

5. Verandas and sun decks, etc.
are a good idea. They aren't difficult
to build. You must insure that the
wood is well perserved, otherwise it
will rot. It is important to shelter the
veranda from the wind but very
often you want to keep a little draft
around to keep flies away.

6. If you're building in stone you
should try and continue the feeling of
natural materials on the cetstde.
Use wood shingles and wood for your
veranda. Keep away from metal
siding and asphalt shingles because
you're notsaving much in cost and it
could make a difference to the'
appearance of your bouse.

7. It's much more convenient to
have indoor plumbing, especially in
winter . nus depends very much on
yourbudget. If aUyou can afford is
an outhouse, then you have to have
an outhouse. It's advisable to foUow
the standard Building Code
procedures for septic tanks because
you might find that otherwise the
Department of Public Health can
stop you from living in your cottage
because your septic tank or your
disposal system is polluting the
environment in some way or
another. The Department of Public

.Health will give you infonnation on
how to design septic tanks.

8. The fireplace may be something

that's worth a little extra con­
slderatton. First of all, if you're in a
sheltered area youmay find that you
have trouble getting It to draw
properly. and the onlycure for this is
to make the chimney as high as
possible because the higher it is the
greater the venturi effect - sucking
air out. I

Make sure you haft a proper
throat and hearth to the fireplace.
You should be able to buy hearths
already made out of fire brick.
Around the fireplace buikl a n0n­
combustible surface. around 2 to 3
feet to catch the sparks. Another
thing to do. although it may be a
little toomuch trouble for a cottage.
is to provide the hearth with an
ouUide air supply from underneath
the grate.

It's interesting to think carefully
about where you put your fireplace.
A nreplece is 8 feature, just like a
window with a view is a featu re. So
generally you don't want to put the
two together. Make the view for
daytime, and the fireplace forn'ight·
time. They have different ptJilposes.

Although it is concerned mostly
with sub-division housing, many
useful tips concerning design, site
planning and style can be found in
Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation booklet entitled,
"Choosing a House Des ign ."

It is available from CMHC at 00
c harge for people in terested in
building a house . •

Gflteral kle...bout build.iq: • ItoDe
ftnpl-e~.



NORTH

WE~i

o

Hu .....T TClU.,S.
Plt.6T~T A4AIP>.l$'f
I"lOISt.

~Q.E.f.N. PQof£qs
A4.....'tol.~T c.oL-O
""'0lZ'fkE 'll.L.Y
WINOS

J E..A'Si..
o EA.~Ll "'1olZ.Nll'K:> s<,)"'"

NOONSu""

SOUTH
AN ',peAL' 'SE.TTINCI



In detail the plan is still an
unknown, but once leg islation
(outlini~ the various regulatory
and dispersal complexities) is set,
the Federal government \\111 be
embarking on a row housing
development plan.

Federal Housing Minist~r, Barney
Danson announced November 3 the
government was planning on having
one million "affordable" housing
units in Canada over the next five
years. In the first year more than
235,000 new housing starts would be
counted, he predicted. Newtcun­
dland's share, forecasting by
existing statistics, should come to
about 6,000new units.

The scheme applies to what the
minister calls "modest" housing
and will be applicable in all areas.
"Modest" will be determined by the
extsung prices of units in particular
areas. In St. John's, for example, a
"modes t" house price might be set
at $34,000. In a rural area, where
materials and labo r may be
cheaper, the price might be less .

The program, a new vers ionof last
years offspring of the Assisted Home
Ownership Program, will be ad­
ministe red by the Centra l Mortgage
and Housing Corporation. Details
will be availa ble thro ugh th at
age ncy as soon as the legislation is
passed, sometime in the new year.

The Prog ram (tied in with a call

House program
may not have solid foundation

for more money to be made " modest" and who qualify under
available (or mortgages ; with a new AHQP for assistance.
system of payment for rental Asswne the couple have saved
dwellings; and with a system to pay diligently and have $:»,000 to put
municipalities up to $10,000per unit down toward the $30,000cost of their
for developments falling within the house (this is 16 percent . much
AHO? scheme) will be designed to higher than the five percent now
meet the growing need for housing required by banks. Mr. Danson has
among the nation's low a nd middle- as ked lending institutions to require
class people. a higher down payment for new

There seems to be a catch in the houses alr eady. claiming that high
newest part of the pr ogram . rati o loans are damaging to the
however, and even though final avera ge workers income stability) .
details haven't been worked out, it is The $25,000 borrowed from the
worth looking at the system as en- bank would come with a 12 percent
visioned bv ~tr. Danson. interestrate.Thepaymentswouldbt

He said it would be made available $257.98.A1lmort gages are reviewed
to anyone who wants to own a home. after five year s. allowing the home
For families with children, he said. owner to renew his mortgage at a
in order to keep their mortgage higher . or lower, prevailing rate .
payments below the suggest ed 2S The monthly amount of$257.98 will
percent d their total income. in- be made up of varying interest
terest reducing gran ts have in. repayment and varying principal
creased from $600a year to $750a f.tD:/mWe::t·l:f ~~iI'bo::~ fi;:l::r
year. about $14,650 interest and abou t

"For others, assistance will be in $750 in principle. At eight per
the fonn of a loan which will be cent they would pay back abo ut
interest free for the firs t five years $3,000 less in interest. From the
and repayable with interes t after CMHC program, then the couple
that time, or when the house is old or could borrow an amount equall­
refinanced. The loan will be suf- ing the difference of the interest
ficient to cover the difference bet- payment, this amount would be
ween ma rket interest rates and applied to his bank e ither
interest rates at eight per cent. " through a subsidy paid to the

Let us look at a hypothetical case owner, or paid directly to th e
of a married couple, both working, bank on a monthly basis.
who decide to buy a house that is

Housing Stati stic s
CMHC statistics lor housing show some Interesting ligures regarding Newfoundlan d's status in

house construction over lhe years By type of house the figures can be summarized for 1960, 1970
and 1964 as follows (Percentages are of national total)

1960 % 1970 % 1974 %
S nqe-Detacned 2.022 300 2.204 3.00 4037 3.00
Semi-Detached. Duplex 0 0.00 76 007 134 0.12
Row 0 0.00 184 0.11 561 0.37
Apartment and other 4 neg Igrble 172 0.20 179 0.24
Total 300 3.38 373

Although not lorg ng ahead In the genera scheme of things, Newfoundland has increased its
starts cons derably from 3 percent to 3.73 percent In 15 years This means that Newfoundlan d built
373 houses for every 10,())() burttelsewhere In canada. Consicennq we have only SOO.())() people,
or 2 50

0 of the coonaton th s percentage of hous ng starts IS high.
For 1974 Newfound and spent about S163 m lIon, /uSIbelow Nova scone and New Brunswick.

Th s arrount IS2 3% of the national tctal. Of the $163 million for residential construction (about twice
as much was put Into non-residential bu d ng), $64 mithon came from public funds.



There is more to mining tnam merely grubbing in the earth for rocks .
Each mine that is in production is the result of a long, carefully drawn out plan that starts

with a hunch about what can be found and which then passes through surveying stages,
Diamond driRing operations, fund raising and establishing systems for transport, shipping,
power and materials , not to mention manpower.

After all that , the demand for that particular resource can drop , throwing the mine into
bankruptcy overnight.

In this section we ha ve concentrated on the people who live around, work in and deal
with mines. One obvious exclusion is St. Lawrence. which was covered brief ly in a
previous issue (October, 1974) and again in December, 1975. While those stories did not
approach the detail the following do about other mines, the situation in St. Lawrence is so
volatile we thought it better to stay away from it for the purposes of this magazine. Daily
newspapers and eecnonc news media can be followed carefully for details on the
problems there.

The Advocate Mine in Baie Verte was only briefly discussed because we visited there in
our AUgJst , 1975 issue .

£tap of buritb

treasure of
Ntwfntntblanb
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Gravel pit apparatus at lOeemine.

Only occassionally have man's
efforts to wrest from the earth the
materials upon which he builds his
empires reached the giga ntic
proportions of the Carol Project of
the Iron Ore Company of Canada.

The Great Pyramids will be able
to fit easily into the holes of
Labrador West, 100years from now,
when, egclogists predict, the ore
body will run out.

Emplo)'ing some 5,000 people
direcUy, and another 1,000 through
labor contractors and specialized
trade companies, the IOCC
operation is the biggest open-pit
mine in Canada, and it rivals

Aerial view of Llbudor City

anything else, anywhere else for
size.

Fifty-two trucks, carrying 120and
150, tons of ore each, rumble around
the mine, dumping their loads into a
265-foot deep loading pocket that is
30 feet in diameter, The I3drills
bore into the ore body for 50 feet and
the blasts, usually held on Tuesday
mornings, reduce the solid rock to
300,000 plus tons of easily shoveled
material. The shovels, electric
machines, have l2-cubic year
buckets and can fill a truck in five or
six scoops.

A tunnel under the mine allows the

ore to be dropped from the loading
pocket directly into the eo-car
automatic trains. There are seven
trains which load up in less than 30
minutes. They t..ke the ore to rho
primary crushers at the processing
plant, about eight mues from the
minesite.

The ore reserves in the Carol
Project were orig inally estimated to
stand at two billion long tons. 'rho
Smallwood Mine, the original pit,
developed more than 500-million
tons of ore, and the Humphrey Mine,
currently being developed. is
producing at a rete of -IS-million tons
of ore and 13-million tons of ....-aste
annually.

Running ..t about 35 per cent iron,
the ore is concentrated in the con­
centrator plant to about 65 per cent
iron. Half of the 2'O-million tons of
concentrate is made into iron ore
pellets and the other half is shipped
asitis.

All the plants' production is
shipped along the 250 miles of the
Quebec North Shore and Labrador
Railway to Sept Isles on the North
Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence,

- All the materials necessary to mtne
the ore, concernra te it and ship it
must be brought in over the same
railway. All that is, except elec­
tricity, which comes from Twin
Falls and Churchill Falls.

The history of the iron ore deposits
in the Labrador Trough extends
back to the 1890's when a geologist
for the Canadian Government
surveyed the aru ..nd noted the ore
deposits. In 1936 a com pan)' caucc
Labrador Mining and Exploration
Company acquired the rights to the



area and in 19t2-43 it ....as taken 0\ er
b}' Hollinger Consolidated Gold
Mines. This company ..... nh part­
ners. acquired other lands. near
what is the Qucbcc area of Mount
Wright.

In 1949 Hollinger, a company
partner named M ..~. Hannah
Company, joined with several steel
companies, Republic, National.
Armco, Youngstown and Wheeling­
Pittsburgh and formed the Iron Ore

AUlomat.edtraiD

Company of Canada. Nineteen in­
surance companies loaned the Iocr
$lol5-million. Later, the giant Mega­
Corp, Bethlehem Steel, joined also.

A five-year development plan.
including building 350 miles of
railroad, the building of the base and
station camps to feed and house
6,900 men, dock facilities and the
preparation of the mines at Carol
Lake and Knob Lake (Shetfervllle ),
was successful, and in 1954the first

DICK.
A.A.H

shipment of Ungav a iron are left
Sept Isles.

Since then the IOCC operation al
both places has grown and ex­
panded. The Sept Isles plan, in 1954.
called for re-muncn tons per year of
ore shipments: that figure, from
Labrador City alone is currently
more than ae-mnuon tons of are and
with sbetrervtue's addition comes to
more than 26-million tons of are per
year.
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Future growth inevitable
Labrador City has tnree pressing

needs, according to Bill Campbell.
chairman of the Local Improvement
District committee. They are road
connections, commercial land
development and housing.

Citing housing as the biggest
problem, Mr. Campbell said the
provincial government had an­
nounce plans for new housing starts
in the area. including serviced
building lot development in Wabush
for private building. He expressed
doubt as to the scecess of this idea.
however. as building costs in the
area were 50 high. Some privately
built homes, he pointed out. cost in
excess of $65,000 for a standard three
bedroom bungalow stylE' house with
a basement.

He said the Company is Interested
in having the town Incorpoi ated as
this would relieve them of the
burden of running the town and he
suggested that when this occurs the
Company would prov ide the town
with taxes on property and an
operating budget grant. He said the
town's budget was more than $4­
million annually.

He said there used to be a feeling
of isolation in Labrador City but it
has diminished in recent years as
t .v, and radio links ha ve improved.
He predicted that road links would
e ventually come, with Quebec

de veloping its regions between
Labrador City and the North Shore.
Within ten years, he said, with new
de ...elopments acting like stepping
stones, the road would go through.

He said the growth of towns like
Wabush and Fermont could only
enhance the area, pro v iding com­
petition for business and an outlet
for social evems between the towns.
He suggested it was awkward to
have two towns grow up around the
same ore deposits, but, now that
they exist it would talte a long time
before there was any official merger
of the Wabush and Labrador City
areas.

Mr. Campbell pointed out that the
company had planned for a town of
only 7,000 people originally, and
already it had far outstripped the
plans. He said with 13,500 people,
and a future of more growth, the
lack of commercial land was
noticeable.

He agreed with the feelings ex­
pressed by residents that a road
connection would come e...entually.
He explained he thought the road
connection would be a function of the
development of the northern areas
of Quebec, as new towns sprung up
they would be linked, linally linking
the area 01 western Labrador with
the Gulf of St. Lawrence towns.

He said the idea of a road to the
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east, the cost 01 Labrador, would not
be sensible.

With the Churchill Falls power
de ...elopment and the potential
development of the Lower Churchill,
Mr. Campbell said, there had been
some talk of using the power to
make steel in the area, but with high
shipping cost still facing the steel
products, plus the added expense of
bringing in the other raw materials,
he thought this was unlikely.

Business opportunities growing
In 1973, when Rick SmaU's lamily

moved to Labrador City, he was
determined to stay only three
months. Three years later he had not
only stayed but he had managed to
make a job with an electronics shop
into a booming business opportunity.
Now, Rick Small has a store (ex­
penslve gift Items and stereo
components along with the usual
assortment of radios and ap­
pliances), a real estate business and
a mobile home accessories business.

"It is a good atmosphere once you
get o...er the tact that you are not
isolated. The feeling of isolation
disappears only alter you ha ve
become invol ved in the community
and you can't think about what is
going on outside."

Mr. Small. originally from
Lewisporte, said the biggest
problem in the area is the lack of
a vailable space for service and
business loutions. He said he pays
an "exhorbitant" rent for his
current sou-e. but, if land was
available he would not hesitate to
build his own building.

"There are about IlO applications

for land here. We wanted to open up
a quarter of a million dollar
building, but we can't do it. We
would like to see what the govern­
ment is going to do, as they ha ve
said they are going to de velcp a
service industry opportunity here,
which means commercial land."

He said the Fermont townsite, at
Mount Wright on the Quebec side of
the border, a mere 20 miles away,
would pose no threats to Labrador
City business. Instead, he suggested,
it could help.

"Ferment is a crime. If you take a
look at the complex there it is like
they took a section of do~ntown

Montreal and dropped it In the
middle of nowhere. They ha ve
exhorbitant prices. I am not going to
open up there at $14 a square foot,
which means that I would have to
sell a $100 item for $150 just to pay
the rent. The whole thing about
Fermont is that it looks nice, it is a
beautiful place, but complexes like
that are not fully de ...eloped and the
services people want just aren't e...er
gomgto be there."

Mr. Small said already many
Fermont residenls are shopping in

RICK5KALL
Labrador City



Labrador Cit)' wher-egrocery prices,
for example. are 30per cent less.

H r. Small said the company. Iron
Ore Company of Canada. cannot be
blamed for the poor development of
service industry jo"s in Labrador
City. "They are here to lake iron out
of the ground. We sbould have a
population of 28,000, and we have
less than 2,000service Jobs. We have
to gre w more."

Hr. Sm all sa id the populatio n was
st.bUzing In the area. and this was
m aking selling. little harder than It
had been in the past. "The day of the

"

fast sell is gene here, although it is
harder to sell rut now because the
loWD is more developed and people
dOD't buy as much." He explained
that the stability would make the
need for service industries more
acute In the future.

Mr. Small said the biggest
prob le m LabndorClty businessmen
had was the delivery time of goods
fro m Toronto and Montreal. "You
just expect the worst and you tell
people, not that it will be here on
such and such a day, just that it has
been shipped."

DICKS
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He explained that goods are
cheaper when bought in Montreal
and TOroAtO and he dismissed
statements about taking away
Newfoundland business; "It is not a
matter of giving Newfoundland
business away: it is that, or higher
prices. 1 went to New York last year
for a holiday because It was cheaper
than flying to the Island."

Mr. Small was critical of the
provincial government for taking so
much from Labrador and providing
scutue . •

"No space" is a common cry
amODgLabndor City busillesamen,
a nd Fli p Dawson is no exceptio n.

Since 1M3. when he bought a small
truc k, untillWll. when be sold a neet
of 18 trucks, he was in the trucking
buainess. Arter that he went into the
res taurant business. and this wmter
be has sold that. He won't say what
Is com ing up next.

Mr. Dawson nid the clima te for
buslness In the area was looking
good and he suggested that it was
going to get better. He said the re
would be a three or four year walt
for the government to open up
com mercial development land in the
community, but that when it did
come almost SOO jobs would be made
available.

He bad banb words for the
pro viDcla' government saying "they
bnen't parti cipated enoug h in
western Labrador. People look upon
the loce al government and this
has bee n a blessing for the provin­
cia l governmen t because they
haven' t bad the worry, Bei ng one of

Competition needed to keep busy
the most modern towns "tn uie
Province is anotller blessing for the
government because they won't
have to provide any services."

He said 80 eenu of every dollar
spent in the community came from
the company and even with a
municipal council he did not see that
that would change. The Local Im­
prove ment District had tried to get
la nd for commercial development,
but found out the land was tied up in
mining concessions. "It will take a
long time to tum around, and then
you are faced with the problem of
who you are going to find to invest in
the development."

Mr. Dawson said the increasing
stability of the town, in terms of
won and wages, will mean a
cOrTesponding increase in tbe
.tabUityofbusiness.

He said some competition is
necessary in business and to date
Labrador City has had little of that.
"We need another shopping centre
here . But, again, who will deve lop
this at a cost of $10to$12-million." .

Impressions of Labrador City
BY TOR FOSNAES

For year, the Igloo Restaurant in
Labrtdor City has been the social
aDd business cente r in town. It used
to be the only ffttaurant aDdas such
was known as "!.be restaurant".

People gn there first to look for a
frie nd. Everyone in business meets
!.bere daily to have lunch. and
housew tves, Ic hoolklds and plant
worken meet there regularly. The
food Is not the best ln the wor ld, but
•octet a menities are evident aod
ev eryone see ms to have a good Orne.

People go there firs t to look for a
frie nd. Every one in business meets
there daily to have lunch. and
house wives. school kids and plant
won ers meet thert regularly. The
food is not the best in the world, but
social a menities are evident and
eve ryone seems to have a good lime.

However , like the ffttaurant, the
othe r forms of entertainment or
.odal facilities in the town are

similarly situated. That is, there is
only one of them. The endless
repetition of the same people in the
same nightclub, the same movie
theatre. the same recreation facility
brings on a pattern of boredom.
There are some new bars and stores,
but there are very few. The boredom
I. enhanced by a long, harsh winler:
a tedious mac hine attendant-type
Job: a dizzying cost of living, and
wors t of all, the knowledge that you
can't leave anyti me you like.

Peo ple in Labrador City drink
more, spend more and waste more
than th eir counterparts in leu
remote places. They are living on a
fronUer and they know it. Many
(even the long-term employees who
went there) still go there, for the
money . The opportunity to work
hard for half a year and to be able to
go out with more than most people
on the island earn in two years used
to be the great drawing card.

However, as many workers at the
mines will now agree. the place has
outgrown that phase. People are
settling down, becoming stable. Less
overtime. less expansion projects
for outside ecmrecters. means less
big money.

One worker at rocc said his
weekly take home pay was ill excess
of $250 and first when he went there,
with his wife and child, he thought
that was great. He explained tha t he
is buying his townhouse from the
company at $190a month. Groceries,
heat and fuel bi1ls, gasoli ne ($1.00 to
$1.20 a gallon) clothes and luxuries
take a good size chunk of the rest.

He said he figures he is no better
off at $12,000 take home pay in
Labrador City than many of his
Iellow tradesmen are with $9.000 in
Sl. Jobn's.

There seems to be a problem of
rising expectations in Labrador; a
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problem that has scrtcus con­
sequences for the future. whether
they justify it by reason of making
high salaries or of being shutoff
from the general now of fashion and
fads, people tend to overspend
recklessly.

A manic snowmobile craze has
swept the area the past few winters
and it is not uncommon to SeE' three.
four or even five of the snow
machines parked outside houses in
townsite. Not content with a car.
Labrador City residents have
traditionally railed in huge cars with
power options. gas guzzlers of the
nrst crder.

There is, of course. nowhere to go
in such a car. and besides the high
gas prices. maintenance,
lubrication, insurance and "Inter
opeuting (Including electrical
heaters} make it a high cost
prcsostuoo.

It is said there are more
millionaires per capita in Labrador
City tban anywhere else in Canada.
and while that may very "I'll be
true, very little of that money stays
there.

Legend provides examples of a
Greek barber who stayed ten years
and amassed a million bucks by
hard work and dealing with com­
panies and machinery: a man who
sold Insurencc to transient workers
who parlayed his earnings into a
bundle; a gambler wbc put a million
into a Montrl'al bank in a couple of
years.

Wbile those legends persist, many
more are in the process of being
made. Only on a frontier can a man
be a legend in bis own time like the
man who started and operated the
restaurants in Labrador City and
Wabush; the man who cashed in on
the need for trucks to work at IOCC
during expansion projects; the man
who snapped up the quickie food
ertve-tn rt anchtses.

Mostly the people in Labrador City
and Wabush, however. are workers.
Honest toilers from Newfoundland,
the Maritimes and Quebec who have
found employment. money and
happiness in Labrador. The Instant
rise to middle-classness has taken
its toll. however. It has made
everyone alike. No poor, no super­
rich to take the mind of( the stifling
hum-drum of everyone making the
same money; living in the same kind
of houses; driving the same cars,
and doing the same things.

In Labrador City there exists a
closed society; a society that has as
its root the labor of men in • huge
company. whose sole end is the
production of millions of tons of iron
ore; a society that is overtly
gnawing at its own guts hoping
desperately that it will find
something to do - tomorrow,
maybe.

In an Industrial Enquiry Com­
mission report presented in
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Loading pocket in SmaUwood Mme.

ISO Tau of ore dropa lOW 300-toot loading pocket.

December 1975. author Gordon fr. Easton then goes on to say
East.?n quotes a previous com- "There is no question but that ther~
missten vreport b) M 0 MOf" an: IS a sense of tsolauon which still
"Labrador City"'\'! abush IS a prevalls despite the man)' things
paradox and It would take the that have been done to alleviate
talents of a LeWISCarol to delineate some of the more obvious aspects of
it properly' it, ..
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Ore boulders a.alt further bl.IUng at roCCo

l»Toa truek tatH load of ore from
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Wabush: little and busy
w a busb mint's a miniaturized,

carbon COP) of the Carol Project.
was independent (rom the begin­
ning. Although they own half·shares
in the Quebec North Shore and
Labrador Railway. and were in­
strumental in bringing Twin Falls
Power Corporation into being, the
Wabush mines operated by
Pickaods , MathN and Company,
tr-ies hard to destroy the Little
brother syndrone which most people
attribute to the project.

In 195&, with the success of IOCC
guaranteed. The Steel Company of
Canada, Dominion Foundries and
Steel Ltd . and W.bush Iron Co. Ltd ..
moved in a nd bv 1959 were
pnodl III ",)l day c: iron
ore cunce mr te rcr several
Ameri can firms. and one Finnish
firm invested in the project.

Expansion projects brought the
concentrate plant up to 6-milLion
tons in 1961 and now the plant
produces this much concentrate
annually from the 17 million tons of

ore mined.
To do this it digs about 25-million

tons of ore and waste rock in the
three pits that make up Scully Mine.
Fourteen trucks. of the 12O-ton~ton
capacity, are loaded by shovels.
About 100 men work in the mine
altogether. The ore. which runs
about 35 per cent iron. is similar to

W.bWlb Sbopplnl Centre

the Carol Project ore . and is par t of
the sam e deposit.

The mining technique is similar
also. but with smaller reserves, only
enough for another 70 years of
operation at present consumption
levels . The pits are smaller and
eventually they will form one large
pit.
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Lo.ding pocket at Scully Mine
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"Silver" pl. ted abovel .nd pick used to .tart W.bush
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Western Labrador ;s a very tender trap
M ac Moss IS a spokesma n for the

lawn of ",sbu sh. He has 5pent len
ye ars there and is currently
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
a/the ~allmproH'menLDistrict.

Mr. Moss , who was .eri n' in the
New Labrador Perty durin g its
he>'day under Tom Burgess. is a
ham reato operator and an elec­
trician at K'..bush Mines . He fet'ls
s~rongly. not just about western
Labrador, but the co,ast.,1 areas as
...·ell . and has been 11 leader in ha vin g
the tO\4.'n emerge from under the
protective thumb of the compan ,)'.

The following an- remarks mad e
in an interview recently .

" The community has been stable
for six or seven years . Our turnover
is very low. It is getting difficult 10
count the number of people who
have been here len years , but it must
be over three hundred .

"Labrador City has a fantastic
turn-over in the mine . In six months
they had 812 employees. We have a
work force of aboul800 and if we lose
10 percent a year that 's about it .
There's a very low turnover and I
think it is reflected in the com­
munity . You get to know everybody,
you don't always know their name
but you usually recogniz e them.

"There are separate towns here,
but there Is no reason why there
should be. The work force in Wabush
is 95 percent from Newfoundland
while the work force in Labrador
City seems to be from all over, there
seems to be more Mainland
Canadian, American and
Europeans. As a result the towns
have grown differently .

"We have been trying for a
number of years to get the govern­
ment involved in Wabush. Under the
previous government we used to go
to St. John 's for help and their at­
titude was, 'let the mining com­
panies do it ' . We have been trying to
get an industrial park development
and to date we've got Newfoundland
and Labrador nousing involved and
have a partial commitment from the
government.

"Now they have gone off to
Europe to look for industry and we
have the potenti al up here for 32 new
businesses, 300 new jobs and we
can't accommodate them . The
businesses are going to Quebec .

"If we had developed the land 7 or
8 years ago, it would have be-en
cheap, but now it will be expensive.
Companies are still interested but
they are not getting good serviced
land in a guaranteed market. When
the companies developed a a basic
town service, they figured other
industries could look after them-

selves. The company would like to
see the place open up, because it
would give them local suppliers and
on-the-spot warehousing. But, the
money to develop Ie stow in coming . ,.

"It's going to cost the government
S5 million for the land development
in Wabush ; for housing , the land
development for the Industrial
Park, and housing units and land
development in Labrador City .
Every lot they sell will be a break­
even proposition. Yet they can't
invest S5 million to get 300 jobs and
at the same time they are pouring
$12-13 million in subsidies Into
ERCO . There's something wrong
and this is ...there the attitude is
going tobave to ehange .

"Right now 80 percent of the
people who live here work for
wabusb Mines . The company has no
input into running the town; they
have no control. The com pan) ' had
supplied so many services, our
$500,000 budget from government
and taxes is mostly maintenance.

" Rega rdless of the form of
municipal government, taxes will
not increase. We want to build a
town hall at a cost of $250,000. We
would finance S2OO,OOO over ten
years and the people of the town
would have to pay for it. Il would be
their building and it would mean a
very minimal rise in taxes.

"As long as something hi in our
interest the company will support it.
They won't say at what percentage
they will pay in the future, but right
now it's about 50 percent. They must
pay by law, 40percent.

"We are probably the best ser­
viced community in Easte rn
Canada, but you can't shake the
feeling of isolation. Everyone who
comes here is used to having a road.
That's the big thing the road will do;
break the isolation.

"It doesn't mean people moving
in, or businesses moving in, but if it
does it won't be any harm. The road
will go west. I would like to see it go
to Churchill and on down to
Newfoundland. The Trans-Canada
meant so much to the development
of Newfoundland. The new it will
come in the next 5or 10years.

"We've got better doctors and
better communications, we've got
live T.Y.. we've got paved roads and
a provincial part. .

"The Labrador coast is so far
away the people here don 't know
what's happening down there ud I
don 't think they care. People are
making a good living and are con­
tent here. They han' their
snowmobiles and their colour T.Y.'s
and a OQrand maybe, a trailer out
back. The standard of living is very
higb. Western Labrador is a very
tender trap.

,
MACMOSS

Wabusb

Frontier
g-eneration

gap
When Bill Smeaton moved his

family to Wabush in June, 1966, he
found his own personal ShangrHa, a
country where he could make good
money, work steadily and live well. A
place where he could work until
retirement (coming up in a few
years) a place to love and cherish.

Oh, sure, he bitches now and then.
His pet peeves are the lack of
leadership in the communities, both
in company, union and municipal
matters and the disregard with
which the provincial government
seemingly holds the two Labrador
West communities. But, he loves the
country, the work and the people.

He even backed up his flamboyant
love affair with the area in the last
provincial election by running for
the New Democratic Party . He lost,
but , undaunted, he continues his
litany of letters, poems and stories
about Labrador and its politics to
local and island papers.

Mr . Smeaton is convinced the area
will be booked up by road even­
tually, but unlike the rest of the
road-wishers, he wants it to go east,
to Esker, Churchill Falls, Goose Bay
and finally the coast.

His contention is that Labrador
west is part of Newfoundland and



Ifs the richest mine
in the world....

and it's lost

s hould be connec ted to It dir('cll)
He tells his OW" storv , of working

for the U.S. Air Foret' at Pt:IJP' rctt
until tht' wnhdrewat of American
influence' there and how there was
th e n hnl" or no work on the' Island
for a rnllly.rl!(ht \\ abush ';:3H' htm
work when then.' y, as non,' at horne
It gave him the woods and lakes 01
Labrador and it ave him hope for
th e future

Whe n BIll's lion. Jim moved with
his famll) to \\ abush In June. 1966.
he found something different He
had graduated from hi h school and
len davs aner arrnmJ{ In wabush
landed' a Job as a sample preparer
with t he quail!) control lab of the
Company For two year he did this,
then he became involved In art ap
p r e n tic c s b ip pr ) r a m for the
millv.rlghl trade Evcntua I) he It'll
t h is. and althou h he has worked as
a mlllwn"ht ever smce, he dislikes
the Company as intenM'l) as hi"
Iather likes it

" I left because I was drsutustonec
"-;Ith the Company: 1 was tired of the
Compans : I was uroc 01 tfn- town
a nd I was tired of UIt.'rmne

He is ertucat of Ihe Com pan} , and
espeC"iallr of the control the}
exercise over tht· tow n "They
m a inta in control and th(') pretend 10
nol show any mkrt"sl In It. They
w a nt th e ir own cake <lnd eat it too,
a nd they an' dning just thaI. '

Ji m , who keeps gem back for
sh ort pertods of wurk luth eon­
tr a ctor s , who tr-aditionally pay
m uc h hi j;the r wages than the com­
pa n ie s in La b r a d or Eit y and
w a bush , goes only for the op­
portunity to make m one y. He
su gges ts t ha t m a ny peo ple . like his
tarhcr. went for th l' same reasons,
but tht' y stayed bec a use of e ther
reason s, whic h he doesn't quite
und er sta nd .

"They a n' living in a Iron ti e r and
th e y ha ve for!loUen that this is
when' the )' lht,. Th ey think tht')' are
doin !l gn·a t. but th t' y do n't t hm k

JIM SMEATON

about the ract that their job IS not In
demand anywhere else In the
country beside labrador ..

Jim explained that he was Ji(lad for
the opportumty 10 live In the area
because of tht' cosmopolitan at­
mo phere there 'and It gave me the
chance to bt sometbtng I never
would havcevon trtedit Lh d st ayed
in St John s I never Idl par­
ticutarty thankful I the Company
because lh.· d rca ze they
were gnl I I 10 me J don t thlOk
the) expect tha s

He complain d a abc t the lack
of umon lead sh p and the ever­
present awarr n of bemg isolated.
Ill' PtJ nu d tha onl) recentl)' has

Js('k P dd iJ '" f'l/-kno16 n
Newfo ndland seaman 1600dsrnan
and author, IS about [0 halt! another
book pub IshNl "In ."('arch of [he
Lost Gold" l-ull d(-'al 16llh his .\ ears
as a prospector on the \test Coast of
the Province

Although f.!en/oglsts have m­
dicatt'd that there IS Illt/e In tht' way
of gold In the Prv~wce s rocks. ur.
Dodd told us aboul Ne16foundland's
"lost Raid' and ttis ettorts tofind it

The book. soon to he reit'OlSt'd, 16'ill
dl.'3/l4i[h nis ad~enturt'.s 14hlle being
a prospector. ",hat tottows is. a
hiRhlv edited rer-stcn of an IOtt'rl'lt-' ~·

conducted with Mr. Dodd in hiS
Harbour Grace home [his wintt'r.

" I was in the prospecting business
back just after the last war, in '45.
First w hen the uranium startcd
everyone was looking for il because
there was big money In it. One t lmc I
lhought 1 was nch upon Ih.c Wcst
Coast: 1 slruck the radIOactive a nd
they offered me $100,000 for the
cla im. 1 found out I didn't ow n the
m ine ra l rights so nothlOg came ou t
of it.

"It was when Il.e we re lookmg for
th e lost go ld that eost me, I paid for
all the 2-year ope ration. We we re
look ing for the lost gold found in 1917
by the Bennett brothers In t he St.
George S area. I spent 58,000 an d I
found 129.00 worth of Ji(old

There ""ere t""o i\r at hnds of gol d
made In oDe the "'e Coas~, Ihe
Bt:nne tt one and the 001' made by a n
Ind la rt but n n tJ l! ... e re found
agam

. "'hill' 1 I" S ph nVllle, 1 was
makl 5 _ nd I met these
fdla s fro t I! the Bennett
brothers I Il 0 kn them and
found out aDO t th(' Id It was In

DICKa
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th e area go t te n li ve network
tete..as ton an d that papers from the
is lan d a nd the m a in la nd are a lwa ys
aday la te.

As more and more young pe ople
grow u p in the ar ea, as roads
become develo ped . as service jo bs
dev elop a nd as stability o f
populat ion and wages grows
stronger, Jim said, he ca n se-e Irn­
pro ve m e nt ha ppen ing in the tw o
towns

" In 10 or IS years Labrado r might
be t he lan d of opportunities, b ut the
only opportunity now is go in>! in for
six mo nths, working you r rbu ns off
and coming out wit h a nice lit tle
bundle." •

my m ind to se-e what I co uld d o about
it . We cove red pr etty well the area
whe re th ese fell as tho ug ht it was.
but th ey we re ast ra y. We went all
ove r this a rea in two yea rs. We were
always look ing for a little pond near
wh e re they found the gold. We never
cou ld co m e up with the little pond.

It a ll be g a n whe n " T he brothers,
got off th eir traoune in a fog. It was
a lriji[ht whil e th ey had that tr aphne.
but once the y got off . the y couldn't
!le i back on . They weren't looking
for go ld. the y were looking for skins
a nd they just tr-ipped over the gold.
'these fellas up there are pretty
leveled -he aded and when they were
lo st they could usu ally find their way
back. They lay down that night and

JACK DODD
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decided that the next morning they
would split-up and see if they could
find water.

"After awhile one of them came to
this little cut-cut like a gulch and he
hollered out that he had found water.
He got an answer back from each of
the others. They came with their
kettles as fast as they could come.

"One brother came down towards
the little river and just as be got
handy to the river, a caribou was
coming down to get a drink. He shot
the caribou and went through the
little river and got the caribou. He
pulled her down over the bank and
lhrough the river and he never saw
anything while he was doing this.

Then he said. "I'm J!oiog to have a

Tracking down the lost gold

hard-earned drink now." When he
went down to the Little river he saw a
sight that he never forgot. All be
could see was gold in the river,
everything was Shining, even under
the moss. He nearly went wild trying
to scratch off the gold, when the
other fellaB came. The gold was so

~~~: ~e~~~,~'::l:;r::;
with an ax. It was just like a plate.
The river was just running over a
golden bottom.

"They put everything back so that
no one else would rind it. He said
they hidit away from themselves. He
described it like a plate and couldn't
get samples. They knocked a sample
oU, a boulder in the river and

~::#
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brought it out.

"Now they were astray, but this
was something they didn't want to
own up to. They were such good
woodsmen that this was a disgrace.
They kept the piece of gold they
brought out, but they tried to locale
it between them because they bew
what would happen if they told
anyone. They knew there would be a
big rush. A fellow came from the
States and paid the Bennetts $40 for
a sample. He came back and said it
was gold and platinum in platinum
quam. I suppose it's the rtcbest
mine in the world and u'e iost." •

Gypsum mine
hits one million tons a year

The gypsum deposits around St.
George's and Flat Bay, in Bay St.
George, were hailed by the new
I.Jberal Administration. in 1951, as
being the beginning of Newfoun­
dland's big times.

The Atlantic Gypsum Company
started to mine the operation the
next year and by 1953 were
providing 25,000 tons a year to ure
wallboard plant at Comer Brook.
The Government, in their wisdom,
had decided to put the plant 60 miles
away from the mine. The only
connection was by rail. In 1960
Flintkote of Canada became in­
terested in the mine, and took it off
the Government's hand.

AD aerial bucket system was built
to the waterfront at S1. George's and
a loading system with a breakwater,
was constructed there. Fifteen years
later Flintkote is taking about
1,000,00 tons a year from the Flat
Bay mine, and is increasing Its
produ~Uon slightly each year. About
12 per cent of the total output goes to
the Corner Brook wallboard plant,
the rest being shipped (mostly to the
United States) to mainland markets.

The Flintkote multi-national

parent company built manufac­
turing plants in the U.S. and Canada,
preferring to take the raw materials
there for processing.

Francis Alennderot St. George's,
mine superintendant, said the mine
has proven reserves for another .u
years, and exploration on other

FRANClSALEXANDER
F1lDlkote

outcroppings of gypsum in the area
have proved. promising locations for
more mining.

He said the Company bas had a
good i.nfluence in the area. with
wages running at $200,000 a year.
About 100 men are employed at the
mine, althougb during the winter,
the plant does layoff some men.

Mr. Alexander explained that
gypsum becomes soggy and bard to
handle wben it gets wet. and in the
past, this has been the reaSOll for DOt
processing the rock beyood a
primary crusher staee. ODe ex­
periment, to powder and ship from
Corner Brook, failed because of thill
problem, he said.

Mr. Alexander said the Company
was involved in the community,
from paying taxes to support of local
groups' eHorts to providina; reeree­
tional and service fadlities.

Mr. Alexander explained that the
Flat Bay mine does not make a
profit as such, because Flintkote
sells to itself. It operates the Flat
Bay mine at a break-even baall. He
said the ore in NewfOUDdl.1.nd w...
rich, running 90 per 'cent to ss per
cent pure gypsum. tte suggeated
that Nova ScoUa could produce ore
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at $1.50 less per ton, but that it was
lower quality , less than 85 pereen
pure.

The flintkolc operauon dot'S not
come under the Act of General Ap­
plication as do man)' mining com ­
panies, Tbey pa y under a royally
agreement set in the ea rly HI5tJ's.
The)' pay a ton on their production
and are exempt from taxes on their
profit s because they usually don 't
show a profit.

Accord ing to a government
source. "Flintkole is a special case.
They produce gypsum and they have
a market place . ThE'}' can calculate #
that the value of lu' psum is what it
costs them to produce it . so they
don't han' to sholl. profit. 1'l'e)' pay
ror the ri ght rouse 2\ osum ."

He said the mine produces about
one ton of waste for each ton of ore.
but he also Said this would drop to
less than a hal! ton of waste per ton
of ore once a new pit is fully
developed . Most of the waste is
gravel and day depos its. Spruce and
fir whic h grow on the depos its are
offered to local people for cutt ing . Loading gypsum in new piL

YlinU:ote cMUller plant
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Aerial buckets at St.~rle"
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Old gypsum pit, 5t. Georle',

Ship loading gypsum at Sl. G.o rle'. facility .



Finely crushed gypsum being spread for wallboard bet ....een two sheets
heavy paper.

Wallboard plant
small, but

operating stead,
Corner Brook became an ex­

comp an y town in 1956.and about the
same lime, ac quired several second
indu stries. Among them was a
gy psum wallboard plant . Atlantic
Gypsum Ltd .. which. during its
inau guration, was touted as one of
Joey Sm allwood 's many steps to
economic glory for the Province.

Unfortunately , management
blunders a nd IOYernment in­
terference brought the plant to a
st andstill and in the mid· 1960's
m an agement of the Gypsum
Wallbo ard operation WJ15 passed
over to Lundrigan's Ltd ., • local
firm .

Ashley Ellison , the current
General Mana't"r said the plant is
operating at 70 per cent capacity
now, which means 9Oemployees on a
Iive-d ay.fhree-shitt system.

The plant. using gypsum rock
from the Flat Bay mine (5('E' story
page 18)turns out between 45 million
and 50 million square feet of
wallbo ard each year. Mr. Ellison
explained this meets most of the
Newfoundland market. and leaves
about 40 percent of production for
export to Nova Scotia and the other
Atlantic Provinces. He said the plant
is small.,however, producing only
five percent of Canada's total
production.

The Company pays no city taxes,
being a Crown corporation.but Mr.
Ellison explained, $tIOO,OOO will be
paid out in wages this year alone.

While the manufacture of the
wallboard is a simple process, the
headaches caused by its stor-age,
transportation and Inventory are
complex. Mr. Ellison pointed out
that gypsum wallboard must be kept
dry and must nol be handled
roughly, or it becomes damaged

beyond repair, or use .
He said the company has stopped

using public shipping, for these
reasons, preferring to use the
private and company trucks.

He said the heavy paper, which Is
used on top and bottom of the
finished sheet is expensive and must
be brought,into Comer Brook from
the United States at a cost of $25 a
ton. Cheaper Canadian paper was
not available last fall because of the
extensive paper industry labor
problems. Wallboard plant demand
isn't great enough to warrant
production of the paper at either of
Newfoundland's three paper plants,
he added.

After an initial decrease of 25 per
cent in 1975, Mr. Ellison said the
plant was back to full sales at year
end. "Housing is our big market. If
you build a paper mill, it is no good
to us. The Gull Island power project
for a billion bucks may not give us

a ny business, but if they are building
500 houses, you know, we are
laughing."

Mr. Ellison is wary about making
any predictions about housing
starts, but if federal and provincial
government trends are to be
believed, Newfoundland housing
starts should be way up in the next
few years.

Mr. Ellison said the plant has
avoided plaster and bagged plaster
commodities as being too com­
petitive, but he said it has recently
expanded into a small styrofoam
insulation manufacturing business.

The Company, which still have
some of its initial employees has a
good labor record. Wages run from a
low of $4.00 an hour to a high of just
over $6.00 an hour. Mr. Ellison said
many young people have come and
gone recently, creating some
problems for the company.

•
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Limestone qual'll
ma, move

to beUer site
Kevin Coombs. after ten years of

working in the big mines in
Labrador, is the man in charge of
th e mining operation at the North
Star Cement limestone and shale
qua rries in Corner Brook.

He is work ing the present mine to
its capac ity, and is carrying out a set
of drilling surveys to determine the
extent of the ore body for furth er
mining.

" This limestone quarr y sta rted in
1952 and right now is on six levels,
eac h of which is abo ut 60 feet wide,
40 feet deep and 200feet across. The
total length is abou t 1.000feet. There
is enoug h ore up there now to keep
this place going for a hundred
yea rs."

Mr. Coombs said the limestone
has a high magnesium content and
must be mined carefully to avoid
exceeding a two percent content of
the mineraL He explained that
overburden and waste rock is used

for upgrading the company's quarry
roads and some was being sold to a
local gravel and ecncrete dealer for
aggregate for roads and concrete
mix .

Mr. Coombs. who has directed
diamond drilling on the back side of
the hill into which the present
quarry has been dug , said the
limestone body is about 600 feet
wide, in back, and the company
would probably move rhe quarry as
soon as final determination is made
about the length of the body .

The main quarry being used now
was originally started at the bottom
of the hill, contrary to usual ope n pit
p rocedures. In order to continue to
mi ne ther e, he exp la ined, a lot of
waste st ri pping, along the sides and
top, must be done. He suggested it
might be more eccnomtcat to open a
new pit than it would be to straighten
out th e old one .

Two 15 ton trucks short-haul the
ore to the cement plant crushers and
keep the plant going . It uses about
150,000 to 200,000 tons of ore per
year. Mr . Coombs said that ex­
pansion in the plant would not put
undue pressures on the ore body ,

E'specially if the new quarry were
opened up

Mr . Coombs suggested that the
high magnesium content ore that
sits right at the top of the hill would
be good for agricultural limestone, if
there was a demand for it in the
province. He stressed, also, that the
plant's waste product, a hig hly
alkaline dust, which is stored in a pit
at the quarry, could be used for
agricultural purposes.

The shale quarry, located further
down the huge hill, on top of which is
the limestone quarry, is muc h
smaller. Her e little blas ting is
required to break the sort sto ne out
of the matrix. Pay loade rs are used
to load the shale which is truc ked to
the plan t, a few thousand feet away.

In recent years. compa ny offi cial s
have said, some eHorts have been
made to start a second cement pla nt
in Port au Port Peninsula area, wer e
in conjunction with gy psu m
deposits, limestone and shale finds
have proved pro mising . Mr . Coom bs
said the problems with Port au Po rt
limestone is the same as the Comer
Brook material, the presence of
unwanted magnesium and other

"oxide materials. •

Thla picture of the North Star Cement Company IImeatone quarry In Corner Brook show . the 1.ooo-'oot-long pit . To the lett
i•• amaUerplt ueed to mix with the larger pit stone tor a bett er blend ot rock torthe plant . B.hlnd the hill hug. depoalta ot
limeatone are Ind icated and plan a may ha.... the mine moving k) the other sid. In the nut year or eo. (Company photo)
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Cement Plant
operations running smoothly now

The natural cuteroppinga of
limestone in the craggy hills
surrounding Corner Brook, plus the
naUabilil)' of shale in the same
area made Corner Brook a prime
locaucn for a cement manufacturing
industry 25years ago.. .

Hut after a histo ry fraught with
near disaster_management and
labor problem s mostly - as well as
pr oblems of equ ipme nt and
chemica l imbalance the original
m an agers of the North Star Ceme nt
Compa ny had to give it up.

In 1959, the original managers of
North Star Cement, a Crown Cor­
poration, after trying to operate it as
such, turned over management to
the Newfoundland Cement Com­
pany. a consortium of Newfoundland
bu s in e ss m e n . Under their
agree ment with government, the
com pany's profits are split 50-50
with the government.

A.R . Sta nUord has been the
Gene ral Manager of the company
since 1965 and in the 11 years he has
been there. the company has
operated successfully. ' Labor
probl ems have been at a minimum
and the plant has been a good cor­
porate citizen in the Corner Brook
book s.

Mr . 5 tantford outlined the
ope ration. " We average around 110
wor ker s. They ge t fairly continuous
wor k. Most ye~rs they do n't lose any

time. although sometimes in the
winter we do have minor la)'ofh .'·

Mr. Stanlford said the plant is
making "klinker" all winter. and the
summer operation is involved in
grinding this into a powder which is
Portland Cement.

He said the community sometimes
complains about the dust created by
the plant. but in recent years a
conversion from a wet process to a
dry process and a revamping of the
plants pollution controls has ob­
viated most of the problem. He said
there was little health hazard from
the dust emitted by the plant.

Mr, Stanlford said the location of
the plant is fairly good, but that it
has caused many problems also,
especially in the area of tran­
sportation of the finished product.

Newfoundland markets are small.
although easily filled , and exports
must compete with the product of
larger, more modern plants in other
places.

The plant in Comer Brook has
most of its customers ID the St.
John's area. "Transportation of our
cement is ODe-third of our costs ­
but I suppose, it is better for con­
crete companies to use us than to br­
inli:it in from Montreal, "

He said the limestone and shale
quarries the company uses are good
for Portland Cement, but for other
variationsof cements there were too
many variables in the Corner Brook

rocks. Among them are high por­
portions of magnesium, alumina,
sulphur and alkalies. "If somebody
wants a special cement we would
almost prefer they went elsewhere.
You have to keep your eye on these
things-all the time. or you will have
trouble with your mixes.

Mr. Stanlford said the Company
would like to see an increase in the
Provincial local demand for cement,
but he pointed out that despite the
industry's efforts, the bulk of
building In the Province is still in
steel and concrete block.

The Company, which must
remove the alkali substances from
the rock before processing, dumps
the chemical into a large pit in the
quarry. It is dangerous and Mr .
Stanlford suggested the company
would like to see some use for it. He
said it could be worked into a fer­
tilizer industry as it would be ex­
cellent for neutralizing acidy soils,
like peat bogs, but he said, nothing
has ever been SUR:llested.

He reported that sales are clim­
bing, despite the few problems, and
that the- future looks stable. He said
expansion of the Corner Brook plant
would not be feasible economically
and for space reasons. He suggested
a new plant, as Lsbeing proposed (or
the Port au Port area. might be the
answer to an increased demand, if
and when it comes. •

Tt. North Star cement Company plant atand a over Corner Broo k. At center la the co mpen y's s ha le pit. The limest one
queny Is out 01 the picture to ttM left. (Company photo )
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other way we can. I think the town's
auttude is excellent. The)' are
digging right in. They have one
tough job to do and the)' haven't got
very much money with which to do
it. We are certainly going to do what
we can to help them."

But then- are other problems
facing the community. With the
increase in population the school is
overloaded and the promised mobile
school were late in arriving. Medical
services have to be extended.
Recreation facilities are limited, but
the company has been co-operative
in the recreation plans for the
future. And there is no banking
servtce despite sever-al attempts to
secure a bank for the an-a. This
means that small local stores often
are asked to cash large pay checks
and they they just don't have that
much loose change.

And then there is the problem of
mining health. There has been no
indication that there is a health
problem or that there will be one,
but the unfortunate part is that it
sometimes takes 2() to 30 years
before a health problem manifests
itself. As one person said, "people
don't seem interested in this now,
however. They are only interested in
the job and the wage."

Perhaps the effect of the mine on
the area can best be summed up by
one resident who said, "While it is
too soon to tell what many of the long
range effects of the opening of this
mint' may be, the questions are
worth asking so that all will be
aware of the serious implications
and try to work together to find
solutions and to prevent where
possible any damage to either the
environment and to individuals.
Already, there are serious problems
evident, caused not by the operation
of the mine, but by the opening of the
mine ... .

Daniel's Harbour
experiences growing pains

With tne opening of any new in- avoided. Howe .... I'T. the lots are ex-
duslT)' in an area. where em- pensive. 6-7,000 is one figure quoted
plc y rn e nt opportunities and -andit'sdoubtfulthallocalpt"Ople
population are scattered and scarce. will want to P8)' that amount
there are bound to be problems at especially when some of them sold
first. And it takes time and patience the land crigmalty for$l,OOOan acre.
to overcome these problems. But if a However. the company has helpe-d
community and a compan)" start out the situation by providing
{rom the be gfnning working mobile homes at reasonable rates-
together, solutions can be found that S60 a month rental fee and for those
much more earlier. who want to buy, the company will

Already in Daniel's Harbour there help with the down payment.
is a problem of "rome from aways" Right now the Daniel's Harbour
taking jobs from locals. But the water system is doing double time
company has a training program by servicing all the new people. Says
underway for area residents. one councillor. "Daniel's Harbour

The increase in population has put bas a water system, but now the
a strain on existing services in the system isn't adequate because of all
community and if the population the new people. hotels and things.
should double _ which is a definite The Newfoundland and Labrador
possibility. changes will certainly be Housing Corporation is developing
necessary in the community. It will this new area, putting water
mean more services, houses. water, systems and sewer systems. And the
sewerage. banks, schools, stores, people of Daniels' Harbour seem to
etc. will be needed, be a little disturbed because they

There is a problem of housing but aren't getting the same services."
Jim Hogan, mill superintendent Says another councillor, "It looks
says, "We have a number of to me that in the long run nanters
programs to help people build their Harbour is going to end up with two
own homes, and that should cut settlements in the one community.
down on the people in the bunk We had to put a lot of pressure on the
houses and allow families to join governmenttogetS7,oootowintt'rize
their husbands." our water lines which were frozen

A housing development has been last winter. But the Housing Cor-
started. Neither the company or the poration got $350,000to put the water
town wanted a separate housing site, and sewerage in 6 houses. We are
but the Newfoundland and Labrador still getting requests for our old
Housing Corporation cou ld not water system, but I don't thing it will
develop a site in the middle of the last. The problem is that the new
town and therefore out of necessity system won't be finished for another
it has to be somewhat separated. month, and some people can't wait

Last year six houses were built for for this".
supervisory staff, with water and The councillors have no hard
sewerage and this year work has feelings about the mine in general,
begun on fifty lots with water and however. And the mine has
sewerage. But these lots are responded whenever possible to
available to anyone not just miners, requests of the community. Says
and therefore, it is hoped that a Jim Hogan, "We're willing to help
separate company town will be by lending equipment and in any

Hiring practices upset residents
The opening of the zinc mine in

Daniels Harbour brought new hope
and life to the people of the Northern
Peninsula. For an area that relies on
short season fishing and logging, it
meant giving up being "your own
boss," but gaining a regular
pa)·check. Said one local resident.
"two or three years ago, I had to go
all over the Island looking for a job,
but now I'm home, got a job and
everything is fine."

Employment records show that 64
percent of the people employed
come from the area of Parsons Pond
to Hawkes Bay, 12 percent from

other parts of the west coast, 2()
percent from the Springdale art'a
and 4 percent from places other
than these. Only 3 men come from
outside the Province and Jim
Hogan, mill superintendent, states
emphatically, "whenever possible
we hire locally."

But like the opening of any corn­
pany in an area desperate for ern­
ployment, there have been frictions
and hassels. Many of the local
people resent the experienced crew
from Springdale.

"All the better jobs art' taken up
by people from outside," some say.

Others say that men were brought in
from the now defunct Springdale
mines because they had better
qualifications. And )'et the local
people say they, too, have worked in
such mines as Baie verte and
Wabush - and they have skills.

One man said, "if all the jobs were
taken up by people 01 the area, we
wouldn't have much to bitch about.
At least the Iollorlt would be in this
area. But the better jobs, the skilled
jobs, are taken up b)" people from
tbeoutside."

On the other hand there are those
who fHI that if it weren't for the
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Springdale crew, the mine wouldn 't
be going yet. Most of the electrical
tradesmen. experienced miners,
le.dhand. and foremen in the mill
are from Springdale and It would
hue talten too 100g to train local
people for these job!.

Generally. it is felt, however. that
as men - and women _ for there
are women working the mines ­
work together, much of the resent­
ment will disappear. Adds Jim
Strong, of the Springdale .rea, "I
remember in Tilt Cove wben we
started dOWDthere. DOneof u.s knew
mUliDg or mining and they brought
i.D frenchmen and mainlanders to do
the work . Each year al we became
able to do the jobs better, we were
hired to late the jobs of the people
who left . These tbings right them­
selves .fter we learn bow to operate
properly. It will happen bere. It
happens everywhere."

In order to overcome some of lhJ.s
feeling of resentment towards
..outsiders" . die company hu begun.D extensive training program that
will ultimately involve some 80
people from the coast. The prognm
LI ~ sponsored by Manpower. One
requirement of the prognm ls that
the company is not aDowed to hire a
qualified person as a trainee.

But thi.I progn m. too bas come
under criticism by those people

living in the area who were not
hired. Said one man who was turned
down. "the government is i>aying
the mine to train people and they
prefer to take people the govern­
ment is going to pay rather than take
tbe people wbo are already
qualified. Because if they take
people who are already qualified,
they would have to pay them ."

On the other hand the company
claims that attitude is very im­
portant in hiring . Many of the people
they trained and hired had worked in
general construction prior to the
opening of the mine and the com ­
pany knew weu those woo were
industrious and bad a good attitude
and they were the ones who were
hired. Says Jim Hogan . "one of the
requirements was general attitude. I
found this has paid off tremen­
dously. People bave a real good
attitude towards work . They are
industrious, very reSOW'teful, able
tq do a liWe bit of everything. 1
thought it would be very difficult to
get people production oriented. but
this hasn't been the case , Ab­
senteeism bas been an absolute
minimum,"

NaturaDy. there are only 50 many
jobs to go around aDd those wbo bad
returned to Newfoundland hoping
for a job, and t.bo6ewho lived on the
peninsula and wanted steady em-

pioyrnent were upset when they
didn't gel them .

Perhaps the people of Parsons
Pond and Belbums are the most
upset. Located between Gros Morne
Park and the mine, they were
almost assured jobs , but maoy did
not get them for one reason or
another at e ithe r place . And
naturally, they feel discriminated
against.

Felix Goosey of Parsons Pond
says, " it isn 't only the fellows with
the trades , it is the labourers and
other fellows from Parsons Pond
who are trying to get work down in
the mine . but no one seems to be able
to get anywhere at all . Sometimes
they may talk to you and other times
they won't . 1 think it should be a
matter of qualifications but it isn't,"

Bill Shears of Parsons Pond adds ,
"I don't have a permaoent job and I
think 1 will have to leave to find one .
I am building a new house here
which means 1 may be working in
Baie verte and my family , will be
living here,"

Part of the problem in that area
can be blamed on politicians who
make sweeping statements about
jobs for all when new industry
comes into an area. And 00 matter
what the industry, there never will
be jobs for everyone. •

Wenteze"s watch Dan;el's Harbour change
For the last 15 yeus Harrison and

Fr ed a Wentzell have been oper.ting
• gene ra l store In Daniel's Harbour
- mostly grcce rtes, a little hard­
ware .nd some clothing.

Fr eda Is fro m Daniel's Har bour .
She and Harrison have been ma r r ied
2S years and have watc hed many
cha llies in this small comm unity _
Includ ing the growtng up o{ their
cbildren, two of whom now work at
the zinc mine . Ross is a labourer for
Teck and Les ter workJ underground
{or one of the ccmractcrs. Gold
River Construction.

Even before the coming of the
mine, the town had begun to change,
Eigh t years .go Newfo undland
Hydro put up Its wires and five years
ago Harrison got one of the first oil
stoves in town. Freda remembers
gol.ng to school when there was only
ODeteacher .nd each student had to
brlni their own wood to burn!

Freda herself became. teacher
far. few years. one of two for grades
1 tbru 11. Now the scbool bas 180
st udents and 7 teachers.

But..of course, most of the changes
have come about through the mine.

• Harrisou fee-Ls the lovemment was
enecuraged to finish paving the
higbw.y tbroulb Daniel's Harbour
because of the mine. This also will
brin g more tourists who refused to

travel the road previously because
of the dus t. He also teers that with
the possibility of a job at the mine,
more of th e young people will stay
ar ound and that eventually means
new, young leadership.

More jobs and money, the Went­
zeUs agr ee , a re the most important
changes the mine has brought. Prior
to the mine , the only employment
possi bilities were summer fishing
and winter wood cutting, primarily
througb Bowaters.

For the Wenu ells , it's too soon to
feel the direct effects of the mine ,
although inevitably with an increase
in population there is • greater
demand for goods and with better
roads. food supplies can be more
regular, As Harrison says "you
could never find these thing. in a
store 2S years ago" as be points to
boxes of fresh fruit and a freezer full
of chicken and pork chops.

But the Wentzells aren't nry
different from many Newfoun ­
dlanders. Despite an easier way of
life now, they like the old days
better, "People were happier", says
Harrison. "No one has time for
aDyooe DOW," says Freda." " We
used to have more work, but we atso
seemed to have more time Cor one
another'. Harrison adds, "People

would walk to Belburn's (seven
miles north) on a Sunday and visit
everyone. Now it takes 10minutes to
drive there and you never have time
to see anyone." Laughingly, he adds
"It's a rat race, just like Toronto,
and people aren't self-sufficient
anymore."

He emphasizes his point by
showing a little boy in the store a 20
year-o ld pair of seal skin boots and
asks him what they are. "Boots " is
the reply. But when asked what they
are made of, the boy couldn't an­
swer ,

Freda adds that in 10 years the
youngsters probably won't know
what a kerosene lamp Is.

And the mine won't help the
situation either. The mine promises
10-15years of wort which Harrison
says might stretch to 20. When asked
what will happen to Daniel 's Har­
bour when the mine closes . Harrison
replies " we' ll go back to living like
we did before , fishing and cutting,
except these older renews working
the mine will retire and the younger
fellows probably won't know how to
do these things properly. and there
might not be anyone around who can
show them ." •
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Daniel's Harbour enters mining

Inshore

commercial explorations

•

Newfoundland zinc mines in
Daniel's Harbour on the northern
peninsula is a joint venture of Teck
Corporation (63.-I~) and Amax Line
Ltd. (36.6%). Started in Jul)' of 1974
it has been operating since last sum­
mer.
For some time it was known that
large amounts of zinc were in the
area and in 1963 a number of com­
panies began exploration and con­
tinued until 1972 when an mtensrve
diamond-drilhng program was car­
ried out. This resulted in the
discovery of approximately 4.5
million tons of 8.8ll(. zinc 10 the
Daniel's Harbour area.

The mtne was developed at a cost
of 18 million dollars and is expected
to produce 1,500 tons per da)' or
52.5,000 tons a year for 10 years most­
ly through underground mining.
although there is some cpen-pu min­
inR: involved. It is hoped that after
this mine has expired. other deposits
will be developed.

Construction materials for the
mine which is actually 6 miles north
of Daniel's Harbour was supplied
primarily through Corner Brook and
the zinc, which incidentall)' is pro­
bably the highest grade of zinc con­
centrate in North America, IS ship­
ped out of Hawkes Bay 4{) miles to
the north during the ice-free sum­
mer.

The scallops are the Icelandic
type: and while little is known regar­
ding the extent of the scallop
resource in the area. each scallop
bed fished produced good catches.

The main constraint affecting
greater production appears to be in
the shucking operation and it is sug­
gested that all shucking be done on
shore. leaving the catching to the
fishermen. This approach would un­
doubtedly increase the catch per
boat.

It is recommended that work
should continue in 1976 in an effort to
further streamline the operation.
This will require the co-operation of
other agencies, and prevision of
facilities to enable proper process­
ing. packaging and marketing.
-(From Enviroament Canada An­
nua l Report)

The length of the deposit bemg
developed is approximately 6,000
feet long and reaches a depth of -100
feel. According to the mme
brochurf, it is being developed
through a reactors decline and the
method used will be "room and
pillar" involving J boom drill Jum­
bos. 5 cubic yard scoopu-ama. 5
cubic yard front-end loaders and 22
ton rear-dump trucks hauhng to the
crusing plant on the surface.

A smaller part of the crebodv IS
being mined usmg jacklo.e: drills. 3
drum. -to Hp stusncr horsts wmcn
takes the nne to loading staucos cut
into the mamdrttt.

Ventilation is prov ided throu)!:h
four ventilation raises. equipped
with SOJX1Q cfm fans

To combat one of the major pro­
blems in this mining operation.
flooding, there is a dew ..tenng pump
st auon consisting of four 150 hp
deep-well Turbine pumps.

Near the actual plant site are
several bodies of ore which are be­
ing mined in the open-pu method.
Drilling is done b)"air trae and load­
ed with 5 cubic yard front-end
loaders. The ore is hauled b)' truck
to the primary crusher two miles
away by 22 ton rear-dump trucks.

Deposited in a tzs-ton coarse-ore
bin. the ore is then crushed. Pieces
smaller than 5" are fed through a 5'
x 12" screen. Larger pieces go 10 a

A~ experimental scallop tishine
project was conducted from Nolin,
Northern Labrador. during nctcber
and November. 1975. The objective
was to determine the possibility of
developing a commercial scallop
fishery in Northern Labrador, utiliz­
ing existing open boats which Nam
fishermen used in the salmon and
char fisheries. It is anticipated that
this operation will augment the ear­
nings of fishermen who are depen­
dent on a highly-seasonal salmon
and Arctic char fishery

To carry out this project, two 28'
cod-trap boats. owned and operated
by Nain fishermen, were used.
Results were eucouragmg. It is ex­
pected that catches can be improved
e c n s i de e a ht y with further
demonstrations in both harvesting
and shuckinR: scallops.

surge bin, and the undersize goes
directly to nne-ore bin. Ore (rom the
surge bin IS fed into a 5I-<J' cone
crusner. after which the ore is com­
bmed with the smaller pieces. and
placed in the nne-ore bin which has a
storage c:apacil)" of -1000 Ions

According 10 the pamphlet the nne
ore is then Ceil onto ("00\ eyers.
weighed by means of a beet scale
and fed to a rod and ball-grinding
circuit ..... ith the ball in close Circuli
with cyclone ctasstrers. Cyelone
o\erflo"," ISfed b)' gr-avity to two con­
dtuoners and then to a flotation cir­
cuit unusable tr ailing s are pumped
directly to the traihngs pond. Soon
the concentrate from the notation
cells IS thickened. filtered and drop­
ped to a 6'-'0moisture contour, and
then to the concentrate storage
building.

The concentrate is then leaded b:;
front-end loaders from the storage
shed and trucked to Hawkes Bay b)'
private contractor where it is stored
in a 30,000 ton concentrate storage
shed. During shipping season, it is
taken by 6,000 ton ships for delivery
to zinc refineries. About ~ of u goes
to Valleyfield just outside of Mon­
treal.

Contracts for the mine have been
let to Bona vista foods for bunkhouse
meals; Gold River construction for
the main dec line, Plant Protection,
Services for security, Hawke In­
dustries for trucking of the ore to
Hawkes Bay, and Commonwealth
Construction was the main contrac­
tor for the site construction. The lat­
tor contract has been completed.

'I'he basic union is the Brotherhood
of Carpenters and joiners and their
first contract was negotiated in Oc­
tober. A 12% increase was scheduled
for January 1,1976, but this has been
delayed pending a decision by the
wage and price review board. Ac­
cording to one source the October
negotiations were carried on with
the understanding that controls
were to be a reality and 12~ was to
be the threshold

A labourer earns $-L9I.
journeymen and miners earn '$6.27
which represent the minimum and
maximum salary as per the January
wage. Miners also work a bonus con­
traci determined by foliage rather
than tonnage which averages out to
about $20 a foot.

As of January 1, the company pro­
vided health insurance.

Approximately 140 people are
employed by the mme, although
when the underground operation is
going full swmg there will probably
be ISO. In addition. there are mining
and trucking contractors working on
the site.



Asbestos:

A blessing,

A curse
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Union head
worried about immediate future

Martin Saunder s, like the 500
members of the union local he leads
in Baie verte is worried about his
future . He is , at the same ume.
justifia bly proud of the ra-yea r
rec ord of development and per­
form an ce that the workers' and the
compa ny' s efforts hue brought
about in the community .

Mr . Saunders' gre atest concern is
asbestosis a nd whether or not be will
cont a ct it.

He de scribes the working
r elati onship s between management
a nd the workers at the Advocate
min e and plant as being good and he
even has praise (or the company 's
involve ment in community affairs.

He admitted the wages are ex­
eeuem a nd the opportunities,
especially in housing , social and
cultural acti vities in the community

are good ; so good, in fact, that he
feels he could not leave the area
unless he had solid promise of
similar conditions.

Mr. Saunders said the union has
been effective in getting some health
hazards brought to the company 's
attention. He cited the move from
jute to plastic bags for storing the
asbestos product.

Mr. SaUnders said the union had
become more and more aware of the
health problems posed by breathing
asbestos fib res in the past three
years, and it has concentrated its
efforts to make the plant and mine
as safe as possible.

He laid blame firmly at the fe-etof
government for part of the problem.
"I don't only blame the company , I
blame the government, also . They
were aware of the problem with

asbestos for years and didn't say
anything. H they were not aware of
it, they should have been. The
government has never put the
pressure on anrbody to do anything
fa~~,t, asbestosis. Now it may be too

Mr . Saunders said many mine
workers left when the dust problem
was first brought to tight . Many
more "could not leave, even if they
wanted to leave. There are quite a
number who (eel they have been
exposed to the dust for 10or 13years
and it wouldn't make any difference
even if they did leave" .

Mr . Saunders said the union is
concerned about the lack of
legislal;i0n , or to her contingency
plans, if in the next 10 years, the
incidence of asbestos-related lung
disease develops.

" Th e problem is getting govern­
ment and others to act now. The



DICK.
AWA.H
disease lakes 20 years to develop
and if eight years from now it starts
to break out. everybody will be in a
panic and there will be no system to
deal with it."

Mr. Saunders said be believes the
disease will show up in Baie Verte
and that the union feels it is the
responsibility of the government and
the company to provide for the
people who do beecme affected.

He suggested that an annually
tncreesed fund eould avert the
problem of the company being faced
with a huge medical support bill a
few years (rom now. And he said the
union was pleased with the recent
announcement of the company to
better control the tailings from the
plant.

Mr. Saunders stressed the union
was willing to follow all safety
precautions and was interested in
changing several existing methods
of control. He outlined that the union
and the company had co-operated in
an anti-smolting campaign recently,
and he praised the company's deci­
slon to have pressurized cabins on
aU new trucks and shovels. But he
also called for personal monitoring
of dust levels for eacb man . •

Asbestos dangerous,

but so is smoking, says doctor
The fears and concerns expressed

by Mart-in Saunders (see story on
page 27) are real. Asbestosis can
affect every man who spends his
time in the mine or mill. Some
people are concerned that wind and
water carry asbestos fibres and
therefore may make them present In
uete verte.

After a television program about
Baie verte was shown, afterwhich
charges of misquoting. poor editing
and managed news were levelled at
CBC. Dr. Douglas Black Is careful
about what he says when people ask
him about asbestosis.

........e have had several cases of
lung disorder since I bave been here,
but no one bas ever proved that it
was caused by exposure to asbestos
fibres. Certainly everyone who bas
problems will tend to ascribe them
to the dust, and that Is a natural
reaction."

Dr. Black said there are three
different diseases related to
asbestos exposure: asbestosis. lung
cancer and mesothelioma. All three
are deadly. but alike, primarily in
their slow development.

After 20 years of breathing

asbestos fibres, the fibres scar and
destroy lung tissue 50 that breathing
becomes difficult. Patients usually
die from respiratory failure con­
nected with the symptoms of having
scarred lungs.

"We have several men in the
community who have severe lung
disease, who have been working
with asbestos, but we are fairly
certain the main factor in their
disease is not the asbestos.

"We can't be dogmatic and say
that asbestos Is not a factor.
However. these men have been
smokers and they have suffered
from chronic bronchitis."

Dr. Black praised the company for
their efforts to maintain low dust
levels and he indicated that existin,ll:
dust levels should not be a problem.
He outlined the research of a Dr.
McDonald, who In the Quebec
asbestos fields. found a correlation
between dust levels and length of
time worked.

Tbe figure of 400million fibres per
cubic foot yean before McDonald
found a noticeable Increase in
mortality from lung disorders,
especially cancer. would mean, Dr.
Black explained, "that a man would
have to work at the current dust

level, of:; fibres per cubic foot, for 80
years".

Company officials recently an­
nounced a plan to cut the existing
sta ndard of fibre in the air to lower
tolerances. Dr. Black said the
Britis h aabestos industry has taken
on a 2 fibre per cubic centimeter
staDdard. Ontario has followed the
United States. with a five fibre per
c.e. standard. Dr. Black said he
expecl.l the Newfoundland standard,
about to be set by government. will
be at five fibres per e.e.• abo.

"The only thing we can accurately
predict 11 that we will get less
trouble it we continually try to
maintain as low a fibre count as
pOUlble. over a long time: and, it we
cut back on other factors that might
affect tbe outcome, such II
smoking.

"I would fHI quite confident in
saying that smoking is a far greater
buzard than the kind of dust levels
we are getting here."

Dr. Black said as a doctor he Is
obliged to Inform men who work in
the mines that there is a risk, but he
said, personally he feels the risk is
no greater than that in other In­
dustry . He cited the poor record of
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