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Introduction

We had a whirlwind trip through Bay St. George last March dodging snow storms and icy roads.
Nonetheless,we managed to talk with a number of residents and found out some of the activities
which involve the people of Bay St. George.

Also in this issue we help Newfoundlanders prepare for spring with articles on composting and

Sertilizing plus articles on fish licensing and fishing policies.
And so to you, our readers, as you emerge out from the cold blanket of winter; we wish you a happy

spring.
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Fishing license idea growing

“But, oh, how the battle raged and
roared!"

It did rage and roar, but the battle,
if not the whole war, was like all
modern things, fast, furious and
short. The winners, if any, and the
losers are settling into the fishery of
the future, the fishery where the
term ‘bona fide fisherman™' will
distinguish one who has possession
of the required license.

In 1976 the license situation took
one more step towards the ideal of a
completely licensed and regulated
(managed) fish catching industry.
The program also has acquired
some teeth, in the enforcement end,
and some stringency, in the
regulations. And, the word from
Federal fisheries experts is that this
is just the beginning of the crunch, a
crunch that will hopefully bring the
Newfoundiand fisheries out of basic,
obsolete fish catching.

Lester Riche is the man in
Newfoundland under whom these
licensing regulations are ad-
ministered and operated. He is an
ardent supporter of the regulations,

but, he is also an ardent supporter of
the Newfoundland inshore fisher-
man's right to determine the future
of his role in the fisheries, and the
role of the fisheries in the Province.

Mr. Riche, who hails from St.
John's Outer Battery, grew up in an
inshore fishing family. His father
fished from the Outer Battery all of
his life and his uncle, Ray Riche,
was one of the most powerful
spokesmen for the fisheries in recent
years.

The fellowing remarks were made
in an interview held recently with
Mr. Riche.

““We have regulations on the book
that are meaningful regulations for
enforcement of the policy and the
law, but some people don't agree
with them.

““The new policy, which comes into
effect now, was discussed with
fishermen long before it was put into
effect. As a matter of fact, in the
case of the lobster policy, this is
what they want. We set up a task
force and met with fishermen
throughout Newfoundland. We
asked them for their opinion on 28

Fish licenses -- History—

points, and their answers reflected
what they wanted. The policy, if
anything, doesn't go far enough.
They wanted tighter controls than
we have put into it. Next year we
may be able to move further.

““We have structured four lobster
advisory committees, one for each
district and fishermen will be asked
to advise on how much further they
want to go. This year in the lobster

, the people who have been
excluded from fishing are full time
employees in fields other than
fishing. If they wanted to appeal this
decision they could, but we turned
down about 1,800 this year and we
have 300 or less appeals. About 200
have been granted on appeal, and
that is because they were put into
the system with basic mistakes.
There will be something like 7,500
lobster licenses going out, whereas
last year we were talking about
mmething like 11,000 licenses.

‘'The fisherman asked us last year
to clean up the lobster fishery and
institute some kind of controls. To
clean it up we said we would have to

Until the recent past, the fishery in Newfoundland
has managed to limp along on its own for one reason
only; the abundance of fish that ringed her shores.
The antiquated, obsolete methods of fishing gave
way very slowly to the modern technology and
technique needed to fish in today's world.

However, the slow development of our native
fishery allowed others to exploit the fish stocks we
had for so long considered ours. In the past 25 years,
particularly in the last 10, the scientific rape of the
oceans by the super-fishers has made the inshore
fishery, and the offshore fishery, to a certain extent,
suffer considerably.

Plagued by poor catches, cursed by poor quality
and being a mere ‘spit in the ocean’ in international

and the fle
Newfoundland industry has lacked efficient and
long-term management since the days of the fishing
admirals.

The eventual recognition of the needs, which are
" being defined more clearly every day, has brought
the Federal Government (given the right to manage
the marine resources at Confederation) fully into
the picture. Their biggest most positive move to
date was the establishment of the fishing licenses
system.

Destined to bring the whole fishery under one
control and one system of licensing within five
years, the first year of the plan has gone swim-
mingly. Already a system hn been established, md

the men who do the fishing.

There is some fear being expressed that the
situation could enter a state of over-control, in
which (like British Columbia experienced a few
years ago) a situation is created where too few
people are making too much out of a limited
resource. The B.C. experience, however, is a lesson
learned by fisheries officials, and that over-control
could arise in Newfoundland is very unlikely.

When the government announced its license
plans two years ago there was a considerable
fuss kicked up, in which many en, and
eventually a commission report, agreed that the
fisherman is traditionally a worker in many fields,
fishing being the greatest, or least, part of his
yearly cycle of employment.

The government agreed to some extent and will
not now license any fisherman who has a regular,
yearly, continuing job. There is also a system to
allow appeals and, so far, a lenient set of penalties
for infractions, although, as the program enters
year two, the pressure from fishermen has already
begun to mount for tighter laws and higher

penalties.

What the future holds - whether the system can
maximize a fisherman's returns, or, create a
shambles, out of which fishermen will get nothing
but hassles and poor returns, remains to be seen.
Certainly the only way the system can work (and
like City H:ll it can’t be fought) is for men co-

using
symmisdeﬂsnedwreﬂectthcmed:nluuby

ith each other to make it work to suit
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Fish licenses explained - - 1

The following is quoted directly from the Department of Environment, Fisherics Serviee, Newsletter for March 1976. It
outlines the steps necessary for a fisherman to be completely licensed for the 1976 fishery.
A schedule of fees has been b lor of G Fishing Vessels for 1976, These are as follows:
Vessels 45 feet or less length overall — $5.00
Vessels 45.1 feet or 65 feet — $10.00
Vessels 65,1 feet to 100 feet — $15.00
Vessels 100 feet and over — $25.00
PROCEDURE FOR COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN TO OBTAIN FISHING LICENSES IN 1976
1. To be cligible for specific fishery licences, such as salmon, lobster, etc. onc must first obtain:
(a) The Personal Fisherman's Licence; and
(b) The C ial Fishing Vessel (CFV).
Renewal forms will be mailed to those who received the licence and registration in 1975, New applicants cin receive
application forms from Disirict Offices or by writing to the Regitration Centre in St. John's,
. Crew members are only required to'hold the Personal Fisherman's Licence.
3. Applications for the Fisherman's Licence and C Fishing Vessel
before January 31, 1976,
4.SALMON: If you held a commercial salmon licencein 1975 mdmel.gmk for 1878, yowwilleceivea Saltnan Libenee
Apphmuun by mail. These should be returned as quickly as possible.

BSTER: Fishermen who are eligible for lobster licences will receive renewal applications by mail. Lobster licences
willbeosaed toskippers —owners. Helper licences are no longer required; helpers must possess the Personal Fisherman's
Licence.

6. SEALING LICENCES: To obtain a sealing licence, contact local Fishery Officers and obtain the appropriate forms
and licences.

7. HERRING & MACKEREL: Individual licences to fish herring and mackerel using GILL NETS, TRAPS, OR BEACH
SEINES are not required in 1976. Fishermen must possess the Personal Fisherman's Licence and a Commercial Fishing

(CFV) should have been mailed

8. HERRING & M.
establish cligiblity.

Fishing Vessel Number (CFV).

ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Groundfish Advisory Committee.

areas.

In 1976, the Fisheries and Marine Service will be

pos
Vessel Regimm.. (CFV) in order to be eligible to fish these species.
: Ifa fisherman uses mobile

. CRAB: Snow Crab Fishery Licences are available only to those registered vessel owners who fished crab using crab-
trapsanytime in the period 1970-74. These licences are issued from St. John's. 1f you feel you are entitled, please w

10. To obtain other ficences such as shrimp, scallops or ofter trawls for groundfish, applicants must enquire in writing to
the St. John's office. For speedy replies, fishermen are urged to quote their Social Insurance Number and Commercial

To date, the federal Fisheries and Marine Service has established several Advisory Committees. These are: The
Newfoundland Snow Crab Advisory Committee; The Newfoundland Herring Working Group; and The Offshore

ar, i.. ring nets, purse seines, or mid-water trawls, he must
obtain the necessary licences. These licences are available by first writing to St. John's to obtain the necessary forms and to

vrite.

P its Adsisory G

The committees to be established will be for lobster, shrimp, scallops and groundfish. In addition, there will'be specific
geographic committees to reflect problems in particular areas,

ystem toinclude other species and

ICuldmud_l_

close the door. One of the main
objectives of the policy is to try and
develop controls to increase profits
to each fisherman, but the question
which we face is that we know there
is a very definite limit to the lobster
resource, about 3.5-million pounds
annually. That hasn’t changed for 30
years.

““Maybe the best thing to do would

fishery we have got to decide how
many licenses we should issue, and
after that is decided then one must
decide what criteria we must use to
permit new entrants,

““These questions will have to be
put to our advisory committees and
then to the fishermen and they will
advise us on how we should work it.
'l‘hepoueylnthhdepmmemumn

be to have stiffer fines and
For instance in the States a man is
fined $25 for his first undersized
lobster and then it goes by multiples
of two. The second is $50, the third
$100, etc. It has been recommended
by the fishermen that our lobster
regulations have more teeth.

*““In our salmon fishery now there
is dropout rate of about 5 percent per
year. This is people who leave the
fishery, So it is possible for new
people to get a license. I would

“imagine it is the same with the
lobster fishery, but in the lobster

are
ﬁme.lnthchurmuﬂshcy.lhecrnh
fishery, and all fisheries that are
limited in entry, we should have
advisory committees.

“While we do dictate the initial
policy, it is not implemented until
there has been some feedback from
the fishermen. I don't think the in-
cidence of infractions Should in-
crease. 1 think there will be some
cases, where people will be breaking
some of the

derstand the regulations, nor their
purpose, and we are working very
hard to complete the education
process.

“The objective is to have one
license for all the fisheries. This will
take about five years. Under the
system of licensing now, any man
who is catching fish to earn any part
of his income is required to have his
boat registered, and he must have a
fisherman's license. Each crew
member is required to have a
fisherman’s licence and the boat
owner, or operator, is required to
have specific licenses to engage in
specific fisheries.

““The biggest problem is confusion
in the system. It is sort of an
education for the fishermen and for
us we are trying to get things out to
the

~ but that may not be their complete

fault. Many people do not fully un-

e that they will un-
derstand." 'Y



Fish licenses e;hined - =11

In the Departmental
Newsletter published March 1976,
the Department of the En-
vironment, Fisheries and Marine
Service touts its latest move in
the fishing licenses business,
namely, the Personal Fisher-
man’s License.

The license, which is slated to
g0 to all fishermen, skippers and
crewmembers, must be granted
before any other fishing license
can be given to the fisherman. It
does not, for the present, the
article said, define the genuine
fisherman, but, “as the system
develops in the future, various
classes of licenses will be in-
troduced to identify the full-time

from the part-time and the casual
fisherman."”

The newsletter article says that
every boat, regardless of size,
must be registered with the
Department if it is to used in the
commercial fisheries.

The personal fisherman's
license costs $5.00 and the boat
license, depending on the size of
the craft, can vary from $5.00 (for
45 foot, or less) to $25.00 (for
anything 100 feet, or more).

The article outlines carefully
the exact method of being
properly licensed to take part in
any limited entry fishery (see
article on page .3 ). It covers one

Herring meeting

held again this year

Noah Genge, chairman of the St.
Barbe Coast Herring Fishermen's
Committee, classed as ‘useful' a
meeting held in Plum Point recently
between the committee and various
representatives of federal and
provincial governments and the

Canadian Saltfish Corporation.

Mr. Genge said the meeting
clarified a number of misun-
derstandings that grew out of last
year's operations in the herring
fishery, especially with the Saltfish
Corporation. The Corporation en-
tered into the herring fishery last
year at the request of the fishermen,
who lost much of their catch in

““Lobsters are going on strike this year."”

other point of prime importance
to the fishermen, and that is his
responsibility to protect his
future by expressing his opinions
on any fishery questions to the
various advisory boards and
committees.

Any fisherman who feels he has
something to contribute to the
growing dialogue between ad-
visors, the Department and the
fisherman, should contact his
Iocal Fisheries Protection Officer
for details, or should write to the
Department of the Environment,
Fisheries Service, 02,
Pleasantville, St.
Newfoundland.

John's,

previous years because of poor
handling and processing facilities.

The meeting learned little about
what new schemes for facilities the
governments were entering into this
year for the coast, although there
was a promise that once DREE
agreements were finally signed with
Ottawa that the St. Barbe Coast
would be well looked after.

Insulated storage boxes for fresh
fish catches, offloading systems that
minimize a reduction in catch
quality, more prompt and efficient
delivery and pick-up systems for
herring, and more stringent in-
spection procedures were talked
about in the meeting. Mr. Genge
said the fishermen still supported
the principle of the Corporation's
involvement in the herring fishery
and praised the Corporation for the
improvements in the systems on the
coast to date.

Some points concerning prices
paid by the Corporation and the
private buyers were brought up and
some conversation about ice plant
installation was entered into, but
nothing concrete was agreed to. Mr.
Genge said the meeting proved that
the fishermen were willing to con-
tinue to work with the Corporation in
the future and he called for further
meetings to take place, both on the
Island and on the Labrador section
of the Belle Isle Straits served by the
Corporation. )




Brian Bavies and Greenpeace have managed to make their points of view heard throughout Ca neda and the rest of the

world about sealing off Newfoundland. In this issue of Decks Awash two Newfoundlanders tell their story. They are not

' defending sealing or talking abort it in emotional terms. They are talking about sealing as it directly affects their lives and
with exception of one short story, as though Greenpeace and Brian Davies, never existed.

“"Over the front”

By Fred W. Earle

Growing up on Change Islands and
Fogo on the North East Coast of
Newfoundland could be very ex-
citing, especially when one lived
near the sea. And there was no
greater time for arousing emotions
than the “Spring of the year.”

The fish nets and boats were made
ready, there was a smell of tarry
oakum and pitch - and every day
was longer on daylight than I.he day
before. Old men were
yarns, but no story T got very
far without reference to the swiles.
Every fellow ‘lowed where they was’
- all had different opinions and all
directed their whereabouts to so
many miles either North, South,
West or East of the FUNKS.

As boys, when the ice came in, we.
would sneak off after school and
spend hours waiting for a “‘blowing
hole' just in a hope to see maybe the
whisker of a seal. We would search
behind all the ‘clumpers” (rafted
ice) to make sure there was not.a
live seal hidden there.

It was like returning to those
exciting days of my youth when I
recently flew ‘over the front’. There
were white coats, ‘clumpers’, harps,
‘blowing holes' and hoods - all to be
seen at once. To stimulate the oc-
casion we wefe piloted by Captain
Harold Oake - 2 native of Change
Islands - and co-pilot David Oake,
He understood just what we wished
to see and the twin engine Queen Air
maneuvered so we could get an

view of all the
and as well as the correct position
for picture taking. We flew over all
shipl. We saw the men killing
als, bringing them on board with
me wim:h prosecuting and storing
them on deck to cool before packing
them with ice in the hold.

During the seven hours in flight

there was continuous conversation,
In the plane was Federal District
Officer, Tom Curran, a veteran of
fifteen years spotting the seals. He
can estimate birth rate, advise the
numbers to be killed and yet

the seal whereabouts and track their
movements through tides and winds.
And he also attends meetings in
Norway discussing future seal
‘populations.

Tom told of days as a sealer when
small ships carried three hundred
men and the sealers slept in the hold
with the fat. He pulled records from
his briefcase dating back one hun-
dred and sixty years telling of times
when over 600,000 seals were taken
annually. A story was told of a ship
that made Harbour Grace with a full
load of seals - both on deck and
below - and with 8,000 in tow.

Also on board were Ernie Collins
and David Barrett (Conservation
Officers) who told of the time when
one crew made twenty cents per
man and another sealing ship's crew
made not a cent.

Conditions at the Front looked
satisfactory, a good birthrate and
controlled killings. The Norwegians
this year can take 44,667 harps and
9,000 hoods while the Canadian ships
can take 52,333 harps and 6,000
hoods. Landsmen are permitted to
take another 30,000 seals. There are
six Norweigan and seven Canadian

a healthy chart

ships prosecuting the seal fishery. It
is there are 170,000 white
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«coat population this season. So with
each of them having a father and a
mdther - this would add up to half a
million seals. Then there are the
one, two and three year old
bedlamers that are not yet breeders,
So in all it looks like we have maybe
a million seals out there.

Very little is known of the hood
seal. It appears the Ne
population, which is East of the
harps, has a few that wander off
from some unknown herd - maybe
from Davis Inlet. The hoods do not

families. The 15,000 hood kill is about

90 per cent of the Newfoundland °

herd. Even with the intense killings,
each year about the same numbers
turn up again.

Much money has been spent in an
attempt to control the seal
population. Many scientists have
been active - but in my opinion there
are no records more accurate than
Tom Curran’s ‘eyeball’ count. g

= R |

Tan e
ready for the hunt at Durrell, New World Island. At
loaded 2,000 seals.

MAﬂmMMM

The new breed

Roland Abbott of Musgrave
Harbour (known as Junior to his
friends) is one of the new breed of
fishermen. He's young - 32- a full
time fisherman, plans to make
fishing his life, and he plans to make
good money at it too, He's never
turned his back on the sea.

Roland left Newfoundland several
years ago. He was in the navy for 4%
years and earned his first mate’s
ticket. He also earned enough money
to partly purchase his 52 foot
longliner.

His boat is 8 years old, but it is new
to him. He fishes with three other
men and they go after every fish
they can get. They share equally in
the sealing, but in the herring,
mackerel and cod it's a little dif-
ferent.

This is Junior's second year
sealing. Last year he didn’t start
until March 20th, and he only picked
up 103 seals, but as Junior says “it
wasn't a big lot, but I learned a lot
from some of my friends who are
exceptionally good sealers."

Normally Junior hunts seals about
40-60 miles off the coast, although at
one point last year he was over 100
miles off shore, but south of the big
sealing vessels.

This year Junior and his crew are
one of about 6 other boats in the hunt
from Musgrave Harbour, each with
4 or 5 men on board. According to
Junior this is a big increase over last.
year. Each boat goes out early
Monday morning and returns
Friday night to sell its seals on the

wharf at Musgrave Harbour, Last
year Junior sold his seals to Roy
Bert of LaScie and this year he's
sold thus far to Samuel Rowe of
Fogo and Beothuk Fisheries in
Wesleyville.

‘This year Junior started sealing
about the second week in March,
When Decks Awash talked to him in
the first week of April he said that
there were quite a lot of seals, but
they were older, kind of wild and
harder to get than the young ones.

On one trip Junior was out 69 miles
and on April 5 he planned to go out
about 100 miles. Says Junior, “‘If we
could go out that far and go directly
into the seals it would be great, but it
takes about 12 - 16 hours to go that
far and then it sometimes takes 2-3
days to find the seals unless we can
get a location from one of the sealing
ships or spotter planes.”

By the first week in April, Junior
and his crew had only gotten about

bring in a better price and they are
much easier to hunt because we
don’t have to use our rifles. We can
club them.”

Junior adds, ‘“‘right now with the
old seals in the water you have to
chase them all over the place which
is expensive. But in heavy ice you

there was a patch of seals 70 miles to
the west of the Funk Islands and it
stretched about 30 miles wide. The
ice was quite thick there.

When Decks Awash talked to
Junior he was going to head out in
that direction. He said, “we’d like
the wind to change to a north east or
north west so we could penetrate and
get into the ice. With this kind of
wind small lakes of water would
open up and you'd have a much
better chance."

Junior comments further, “‘these
seals have been born for some time
and they are changing their coat

JUNIOR ABBOTT




now from white to dark blue—black.
The white baby seals spend their
time on the ice and when the rainy
season begins in late March or early
April, the young seals don't like the
rain and go into the water. Then they
discover they don't like the water
and come back on the ice. With all
this up and down motion, it scrubs
off the white coat and eventually
they have a complete bluesblack
coat. Both the white coats and the
blue—black coats bring in between
$28 - 30 a pelt. Those seals that have
some white and some blue—black
(known as raggedy jackets) only
bring in about $5.00.”

In early April there are many
raggedy jacket seals. They are not
valuable because the white fur has
to be hand combed before the pelt is
usable.

Because of the poor value of the
raggedy jackets, it was reported
that some sealers were killing for
the meat only and leaving the pelts.
This upset Junior very much
because it only adds to the bad
publicity caused by The Greenpeace
Foundation. He says, ““If I went out
and caught raggedy jackets, I would
certainly bring them in. I could sell
the meat to the local people and the
pelts could be sold to the market.
Even at $5.00 I would still be gaining
money."

By the time Decks Awash is
published Junior will have given up
sealing for the year. He will be busy
with the herring until he moves into
the cod during the summer. In
fall he goes back into herring and
mackerel until December.

Junior is a full-time fisherman
fishing 10 months a year and
preparing for his 18 hour days the

hote.

AWASH
other two months.

It's men like Junior who will bring.
fishing back to Newfoundland. And
if the ihcreased number of sealers in
Musgrave Harbour is any indication
this year, fishing may begin to
become the full-time profession the
S:wroundhnd people would like it te

BONNIE ABBOTT

The seals are coming...

As Told To Decks Awash
by Junior Abbott

*‘Last Monday (March 29) we left at 1 o’clock in
the morning and it was about 4 o’clock in the
evening before we struck the ice. The moment we
struck ice we saw some seals. There weren't very
many, so that night we stopped and the next mor-
ning we started hunting and we discovered that
there were quite a few seals. Anywhere from 20, 30
in a herd and in one patch there were about 500. We
had them kind of corralled in a small lake of water.
The ice was packed so tight that they would not go
into the ice because there were no blow holes for
them to come through. So they stayed in this one

(As told to Decks Awash by Junior

Abbott;

“When we were out to the Funk
Islands last week sealing there were
some foreign ships and they were

1 heard one say on its

radio that if had 7 tons, 11 tons and 19
tons of cod: that is for every time it
pulls back, which is about every

hom This is in water of about 120 to
200 fathoms deep. This was a
dragger, a Russian ship. I also saw
| one Polish and one English in the Somi

And so
are the
Russians...

area. They would drag h a straight

area of water and kept going around and around in
circles and they were much faster than our boat. I
called my buddy who was about 15 miles away from
me at the time and I asked him to come down where
I was. We were using RDF radios and radar. He
located me but by the time he got down, it was a
little too late in the afternoon and it was getling
hard to see. So we lost the corral of seals we had,
because we could have three boats or two
longliners.

““We managed to get 25 at the one time. It’s kind of
frustrating when you go so far for 3 or 4 days and
come in with a small harvest. But we kind of expect
that because this time of the year it's the old seals
and they are much smarter than the younger ones."

wnuldu:rnamundmnme]enmot
the ship and fish back for the same

area. Each ship had its own area so

they would cover the whole area.

“I have read somewhere that
these boats use everything, nothing
is thrown over the side, not even the
garbage.Andmesmslgnumlno
sea gulls follow these draggers. Our

echnolnu is far, far behind.

“The fishery is the one which has
the most people employed.
has to recognize that the
ﬁmeryumolmemmlmpnrtmt

line for about 14 miles and then they ~things in Cana —
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“‘1don’t know what the Greenpeace is trying to do.
1 think it is a very unorganized organization. They
could do a lot more damage if they sat down and
thought things through.

There are a lot of things I agree with in regards to
quotas. I can't see killing off a complete herd of
seals. Then you've disrupted the whole law of
nature. If all the seals are gone then probably the
cod fishery would increase, but what would that do
to nature itself. Therefore, I'm for the quota system
so we don't kill off our seals like we did with the
buffalo, but let's not have the west coast people
come down and tell the east coast people what to do.

1 remember the statement very well when
Greenpeace said we would shoot them and they
called us barbaric. Newfoundland people are like
the Newfoundland dog who is very kind and very
gentle until you make him angry and then he can
become very vicious. This is what's going to happen
to Newfoundlanders. If you make us angry anything
can happen.

The thing is your cards are laid on the table and
you are going out to play them. If you strike the big
herd, then you are going to get a fair amount of
money when you come in. So none of this Green-
peace stuff has deterred people from going out
sealing. As a matter of fact I think a lot of people are
looking forward to it. It creates a little bit of ex-
citement with these females and the Greenpeace

...Followed by Brian Davies
_and Greenpeace

people coming in with their red paint brushes and
things like this.

Iam paying x number of dollars to licence myself,
my boat and my crew in order to go and make a
living which is law abiding. But these people can't
get a licence to do it, so that means that they are
breaking the law to go out. If they go and do the stuff
they say they are going to do, I won’t even buy a
licence next year, which makes me a law breaker.

T'll give my opinion on the female people who are
going to come down here. We all have long hair and
modern looks. What are they supposed to be, the
Delilah of the new age? And what are they going to
do, cut off our hair and poke our eyes out? I had my
wife out with me last year, she was out for a week

with me and nobody knew shé was a woman
because of the way she was dressed. So 1 can only
picture these young ladies out there in sheer cloth
and those poor things are going to freeze to death.

Brian Davies thinks our long liners are going to go
around the ocean looking for these women. I've
been going out there to make some money and
trying to catch seals to the best of my ability. I'm
not going out looking for a female partner, I have
one now and I'm quite satisfied and I don't need

another one. Junior Abbott

Local people get herring plant

Two years ago, the people of
Herring Neck on New World Island
built a new fish plant. Unable to get
any money from the government,
they were given $15,000 from the
Twillingate-New World Island
Deyelopment Association and with
free labour they were successful in
building the plant. They then got
British Columbia Packers to operate
the plant for them.

Rex Whalen, the co-ordinator of
the Twillingate-New World Island
Development Association, told
Decks Awash that since that time
the plant has gotten off the ground
quite well. B.C. Packers pays an
annual lease to the Development
Association and also take care of
repairs and maintenance. The
Association owns the plant.

This past year, at the peak of the
season, there were 63 people em-
ployed directly at the plant, many of
whom are women. Rex says he's not
sure what the total payroll might be,
but it's up in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars. The total catch
in pounds for the plant is close t0 3.2
million pounds. He says this has
been the best year for the Herring
Neck Plant. There are all kinds of

fish being processed, except lobster.

Through the Association, ap-
proximately $60,000 was obtained
last year from the provincial
Department of Fisheries. This was
to up-grade the plant and bring it up
to Federal regulations,

Landing facilities weren’t
adequate to take care of longliners.

Consequently through the federal
government $210,000 was obtained in
order to build a new wharf. Tenders
were called and Power Construction
was awarded the tender.
The job should be completed by
June and the wharf will be about 4 ft.

—




Carter

outlines this year's

The Newfoundland fisherman is
being ‘‘misled” and ‘‘set up” by
politicians and newspaper colum-
nists regarding the benefits of the
new provincial budget brought down
in March. At least, that is the gist of
Walter Carter’s most recent public

about

budget

called a $6-million cut in fishery
spending, said the department
would be, if anything, spending
more than ever in its continuing
attempts to develop and organize the
Newfoundland fishing industry.

He stressed that last years'

year,

He said the Newfoundland
fisherman is a proud worker in a
growing industry - an industry that
is filled with hope and potential
beyond the wildest dreams of
anyone to imagine. He explained, in
a recent press conference, that the
changing scene in international fish
industry talks will bring to
Newfoundland a glorious future as a
catcher, processor and exporter of
fish products.

Mr. Carter, whose initial reason
for the press conference was to
straighten out the government's
position regarding what has been

amount of $22.7 million
included many programs (for a total
of $11.4 million) which will not
continued in the forth-coming year.
Among these is the Marine Services
Centre Program, which accounted
for some $5.5 million; the Gear
Replacement Program, for $1.5
ion! and, the Special Fish Plant
Water Supply System Program,
h spent $4.6-million.
All of these programs are finished,
or almost completed, he said,
making the budgeted amount for
1876-77, $16.1 million, very realistic.
He said $10.1 million of revenues to
meet this spending has been ac-
counted already and the remainder

—

wider on each side and 4 ft. longer on
the front. A lot of pressure had to be
applied to the federal government
because the funds had been
previously turned down.

At the moment there is a need for

trailer trucks come down and
there’s no place for them to turn
around. Department of High-
ways has been approached along
with the provincial fisheries and
they are going to look into it this

because large trucks coming up and
down there have torn up the road.
This will probably be done when the
paving equipment is in the area.

ht now the water supply is
inadequate and the plant hopes to
get a year-round water supply. Even
though there is a fairly good intake,
there is not enough pressure.

A plan to expand the plant has
been discussed with B.C. Packers,
the Department of Fisheries and the
Department of Rural Development.

If this takes place, there will be
another 30 or 40 jobs created and
that would take care of all the labour
force on the island.

The fish is now caught, landed and
filleted and is uhipped out in plastic
bags packed in ice to Harbour
Breton where further processing
and freezing takes place, However,
B.C. Packers have told the Herring
Neck Plant that this results in a
rather high overhead because they
have a lot of trouble with their
trucks. If the plant was

WALTER CARTER

will come from Federal Government
participation in several ways.

Among them is the $3.8 million
owing the Province from the federal
share of the gear replacement
program. The bulk of the rest will be
included in the final DREE
agreements which are late in being
signed, but are expected to clear
Ottawa shortly.

Mr. Carter said extra money will
obviously have to be found to fund
several new projects which will be
announced throughout the year as
negotiations are concluded with
Ottawa and other countries. He
declined to comment on these
directly, but, it was suggested by
officials in his Department, that this
would include ‘‘co-operative
fisheries agreements” with other
nations and would definitely include
secondary-processing ventures and
inshore fishery diversification
programs designed to take ad-
vantage of expanding markets for a
variety of species not normally
caught and processed in
Newfoundiand at present. (See story
‘:dPISE 10 regarding 200-mile limit

jack freezers could be brought in
and the fish would be frozen and
packed at Herring Neck and stored
in refrigerated trailer trucks. Then
it would be only a matter of getting
the trucks to pick it up and go on
withit.

The herring plant is only one of
many projects undertaken by a very
active Development Association:
The plant has its share of problems,
but enthusiasm and hard work runs
high in the area, and when a com-
munity is willing to donate time to
build something, the operation has a
greater chance of meeting with
success. .

d )

Mr. Carter said the money from
Ottawa would treble or gquadruple
the spending set aside by the
Province for DREE participating
programs. The Province has put
about $1.5-million;into its coffers,
making the potential DREE share
somewhere between $4-million and
$6-million.

Other possible projects which
would be looked into during the
upcoming fiscal year, he said, in-
cluded fish farming, both fresh and
salt water species, delivery and

system i
and boat building subsidization
increases.
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Fishing boat
costs soaring

As the costs of building and
equipping fishing boats is in-

and financing arrangements that
are avallable from the federal and
provincial governments, and to
make note of places where they have

for boats, but — the federal subsidy

fo'rd large boats has changed places
al is now gotten through the
Federal Department oﬁwffg«e En-
vironment, Fisheries and Marine
Service, Fishing Vessels Subsidy
Division.' This subsi has been
reduced from its original 50 percent
rate fo 35 percent.

The wovlnclal loans are given
confingent fo the approval of the
federal board. Tied info the system
is gi ly mw i o
s given only fo pri censed

fishermen. ki

Once approval is gained frem the
federal people, the

| Fishery future full of promise

Some of the ramifications of
Canada unilaterally declaring a 200-
mile economic management zone
for Atlantic fisheries were discussed
by Walter Carter, Néwfoundiand's
Fisheries Minister in a recent in-
terview.

Mr, Carter, who has recently
returned from a viewing trip to
seven European nations, said the
basic result would be agreements
with those nations that Canada’s
surplus catches would continue to go
to the countries where the demand
exists.

He said that many countries are
interested in catching the portions of
the Canadian-set-quotas not being
caught by Canadian effort, which
will take years to develop into full
potential. These *‘joint ventures'',
Mr. Carter speculated, would in-
clude on-shore processing, both
primary and secondary, of those
catches before the product was
exported to the nations involved.

Mr. Carter said the need for
primary processing facilities was
not great, as Newfoundland's fish
plants are now working to only 30
percent of their total capability. He
dodged the question of who would
pay for secondary facilities, but
admitted that some foreign money
would have to be in evidence.

He also suggested that, as the need
for the huge European trawlers and
other catching fleets became ob-
viated in European countries,
Canada could be offered these on
lease, lend or straight sale basis, for
very good prices, thereby increasing
its catch capability on an increasing
basis each year. To build, at home,
the required shipping would be too
expensive, he suggested.

The basis for all this, he pointed
out, lies in direct relation to the
likelihood of Canada actually
declaring the 200-mile limit. He said

the Law of the Sea Conferences were
not being very productive towards
this end, and he suggested that
Canada would have to make its
move soon.

He said siich a move would force
Canada to drop out of ICNAF, and he
suggested that the withdrawal
notice would be given in an ICNAF
meeting in the Caribbean in June.
Such a notice would take effect in
January, 1977, he said, and this tied
in with the United States intentions
of declaring a 200-mile limit in
March 1977, with or without in-
ternational sanction.

If the United States made the
decision Canada would make it also
without world and he

only to people between 19 and 60,
who are Canadian citizens holding
the proper certificates and licenses.
For new boats the applicant must
be willing to put up a 10 percent
downpayment on the estimated cost
of the boat; to agree that the boat
must be fully insured against loss,
payable fo the Department, for five
mr’. and he must agree fo fish the
it for a period of five years.

The bounty is paid on a fonnage, or
per foot basis, and while amounts for
different boats vary greatly, it is
safe fo say that these have dropped
well below realistic help to the boat
owner. are based on oid
figures, but officials of the fisheries
department have indicated that they
may be revised upwards this year.

The boat that is paid for under the
scheme would be more than 20’ and
the scheme covers the fotal cost for
a fishing-ready boat.

The four sources of funds; the
loan, the bounty, the subsidy and the
downpayment; are lumped and paid
out by the Fisheries Loan Board fo
the contractor. Although, in areas
where boats are built under
“backyard construction” by
individual, the individual may be
granted the funds. The down-
payment can be supplied to the
process as the required percenfage
of the estimated cost in terms of
labor and — or materials.

The costs of boat construction has
doubled in the past year or so, board
officials said. The cost of a new 60
foot boat has risen from $150,000 fo
about $250,000. This means that the

suggested that, in the light of uveral
agreements signed, and pending
with other Nations (Portugal for
instance), that this would not have
the serious international reper-
cussion as many people

Mr. Carter said he was aware of
some of the restrictions and
pressures on Ottawa not to take the
action, but he said, he could not
discuss them. He felt that the move
would be made anyway, and that the
future would only get better for
Newfoundland's role as a fish cat-
cher and processor.

Along with the licensing program
of the federal government (see
stories starting onpage2), the
developing economic zone situation
and the good relations struck with
nations fishing in Newfoundland
waters, the future indeed does look
rosy. The only fear expressed being
in fishery circles is that the
development of onshore facilities to
service foreign markets not be a
one-sided development, ~with
Newfouddland paying for the risks,
allowing the benefits to go elsewhere
as has been the case in previous
industrial development schemes.

must be able to
provide $25,000 in cash, materials or
labor. The insurance rates, and the
loan repayments, even at low in-
terest, can be expected to take a
major chunk of the owner’s share of
catches. Many fishermen are for-
ming companies to get around this
problem.

Places where boats can be con-
tracted for in Newfoundland are G.
and C. Shears of Rocky Harbour:
Gordon Pittman, Rocky Harbour;
International Grenfell Association,
St. Anthony; S. T. Jones, Little Bay
Isllndi Carpenier Shipyards Lid.,

Union, ry T. Vokey and
Samuel Trlnny T.B.;
Clarenville and Ship-
builders I.fd.. Clunnvllle; James
McEnfergant, Dildo, T.B.; H.
Wareham, Admirals Beach; R.and
L. Grandy Ltd., Fortune; Bay
D'Espoir Enferprises Ltd., St.
Albans; Port aux Choix Shipbullders
and Supply Lfd., Port aux Choix,
and, Ernest Rodgers, Trinity, B.B.
Private builders, many of whom
build smaller boafs, are common,
but if they attempt large boafs they
ﬂnd"hlld?o!llfh!lrwoﬂm
anyone building larger than'
Mh.veapermnmdom

Vokey,
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Bay St. George can probably boast of the most
varied and rich heritage of any part of the
Province, but it also can claim some of the most
pressing economic problems.

Indians, French, Irish, Scots and English all
settled in Bay St. George. Today most groups
have intermarried and individual cultures have

been absorbed by the larger Newfoundland

culture. Loss of identity coupled with depen-
dency on a short lived wage economy brought by
the Americans to the Stephenville area, have
created problems for the people of the Bay.

The following stories describe the good and the
bad points of Bay St. George, shackled by its
poverty and blessed by its people.
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Cape resident 'minds’ good old duys

Charlie Cormier was born in
Sandy Point, outside of Cape St.
George's, and moved with his family
to Cape St. George's when he was a
baby. His family was one of three
original settler families on the Cape,
and at the age of 9 he went into the
fishing business with his father. For
the last 60 years he has fished for
lobster and cod in the waters around
Bay St. George.

“Although he has never had any
formal schooling, Mr. Cormier
understands that in order for life to
get better, producbwty has to in-
crease, not just in the local area, but
throughout the country.

Mr. Cormier who said he is just
going to sit back and watch the
“‘world go to hell” for the time left to
him, is an articulate spokesman for
his communily and his French
culture, The following is an edited
version of his remarks made in a
recent interview.

““We would salt our fish and dry it.
Inever sold any fresh, We would fish
in the spring until the last of May
and we would fish lobster for June
and July, and then we would stop
and make the hay and then start
fishing again in the fall. In a good
year we would have over a hundred
quintals. I always had animals:
sheep, horses, cows.

In the fall, after the fishing was
over, sometimes we would go in the

woods. We would cut for Bowater's.

We would get 90c and $1.00 per cord.
We used to cut and saw wood to
make our own boats and houses.
“When the Base came it spoiled
everything. Joey never helped when
he came in either, because a lot of
people went on welfare and they
didn’t go to work after. He was a
good man, but if he had been a strict
man Newfoundland would be better
off now. The linerboard mill is the

““I think this bringing back of the
French culture is good. I spoke
French all my life. All the people up
here were French, and half of them
couldn't speak English at all. I
suppose the bringing back of the
French will probably be good for
travelling, although it won't help you

live.

“If they could start something
down here big enough for everybody
to have a job, they would be all right,
but I think they are wasting a lot of
money. They spent $250,000 to build
a park and it is not kept up. This
winter they got another project for
cutting trails for the snowmobile to
go to Mainland. The government

isn't getting a cent back from these
things. They are only in this to give
work to people, People never had as
much money as they have now. In
my day it was 3¢ to post a letter and
you had a job to get that. There was
no cash, it was all trade.

“The way it is today, I think, is
that companies are afraid to start
something because the minute it is
started, the first thing there is a

e going on.

“T think it would be better to put
money towards agriculture, not
industry, so people would get back to
the land, and raising cattle and

CHARLIE CORMIER

sheep. We always used to have a
garden.

‘““There was a lot of co-operation
among people in those days.
Everybody would help each other.
‘You can have what you like here, but
nothing is going to work if the people

rare all against one another.

“There really isn't anything for
the young people to do around here.
The Province will have to get
productive again.” [ ]

Cape merchant

wants new

Oscar Phillips has been in business
in Cape St.' George for the past 17
years and he says his business is
stable, but he would like to see more
growth in the community.

Mr. Phillips, who claims more than
75 per cent of lhe spending from the

ruination of

I don't think the people will leave
here, because to leave here and go
somewhere else to live is pretty
hard. If I were a young man I
wouldn't be able to make a living out
here. The fish prices are very high
now. The price they get for a pound
of fish is what I would get for a
hundred pounds, one time. I sold dry
fish for a dollar a quintal.

“Strikes are what put everything
up. We used to pay 15 cents for
homemade butter and now we pay
$1.50. But it never was so bad that I
have to worry where my next meal
was coming from. However, I did see
some people who got like that. We
had the cattle and lumbs which
helped alot.

“I think there is something wrong
with the people today. They are
spoiled. They are in the habit not to
work.

to
businesses, suggesu that lhere is a
need for services which could be
located on the Peninsula. A bank, a
drugstore and some more activity in
the fishery would all be an asset.

Mr. Phillips says the community
was pretty backward until a few years
ago, bul now a better educational
system has meant that many of
the young people move away to find
work. He blasts the government for
not having a fishery development plan,
and he says many more people would
take part in the fishery if there were
harbour facilities somewhere along
the shore.

He decries the lack of co-operation
between residents of the community
4nd saysthat even while he didn’t like
taxes, he pays them because that is
the only way to keep the community
active.

Mr. Phillips is a strong supporter of

road

the plan to put a road between
Mainland and Cape St. George. He
sees the road as being a boom to at-
tract tourists and their business, and
as an opportunity for keeping some of
the Stephenville-spent dollars in Cape
St. George.

He explains that some $25,000 will
be spent on a LIP project to cut a
skidoo trail between Mainland and the

¥
.
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“The Government is paying

—_—
Cape.
lhal money out and they have a heavy
in
which does little in the way of actual
work, except digging holes and filling
them in again. Why can’t they use the
school to make a summer road. The
costs wouldn't be that much greater
and the people in the school would
have real, practical experience,
something they are not getting now.”
Mr. Phillips says the fishery is the
only resource the area can count on
for long term development and
stability and he has harsh words for
the government's industrial

programs in which people could be
self-supporting over the years. Now,
he says, any small scale efforts to
fish, farm and subsist in a rural way
are damaed by big business and big
enterprises from the mainland.

“The only thing I could think .of
doing when I was a young man was
being a lumberman or fisherman
because that was what my father and
everyone else did around me.” He
says the new vocational schools are
good in some ways, but harkening
back to his ideas about the road, he

there should be more op-
portunity to gain experience before
the are put into the work

schemes in
““The Linerboard Mill,"” he says, **
doomed from the start,”
He says the Island should have been
trying to maintain lower wages and
should have been supporting

was

force.

He explains that the Council in the
Cape hasn’t been effective so far, and
a lot of trouble has been caused
because some members are not

residents in the community all the
time. Many men work in the woods
and come home only on weekends and
some fish away fism home most of
the year.

He says there used to be a good
agricultural co-op in the Cape but it
collapsed after some financial
troubles. He supports the idea of
having a greenhouse operation in the
area and suggests that agriculture
courses be offered to those interested
in learning small farm techniques.

Other things Mr. Phillips feels are
priorities for the Cape include a small
camping park, preferably associated
with the road over the hill to Mainland
and an old folks centre, including a
small nursing home.

French Community finding its roots

A “French only” concept for teaching in Kin-
dergarten has been introduced in Cape St. George and
the results are being watched eagerly by school boards
all over the Province.

The project, sponsored by a Secretary of State grant
which covers the costs of obtaining a French teacher
and an administrator, requires half of the Kin-
dergarten class each year to choose between in-
struction in English or French. The next year, in Grade
1, this will be continued and, so on, until the children in
the program enter into elementary school with regular
or improved French classes. By this time they will be
fluent in both languages.

The system, which has been tried in all the other
provinces previously to Newfoundland’s project, has
worked well, and initial reports from studies indicate
that the level of competency in both working languages
is enhanced considerably over that of the students who
take English instruction regularly with French as a
second language.

In Cape St. George the first Kindergarten class is
about to finish. 24 children in the French classes, some
of whom are English-speaking-only at home, are
currently attending and next year, in Grade 1 they will
begin to take full time French instruction.

better equipped to cope with classes in any language
and that over the years a solid core of bi-lingual
children will slowly Erow..

The project came about in thhe Cape area because of a
general resurgence of the French language and culture
which was all but destroyed by the English takeover of
the French Shore in 1905. The French people, the ‘old
settlers’, of the area were put in a kind of self-imposed
exile and many French customs and traditions were
lost in the ensuing years to the convenience and the
necessity of speaking English.

Some have expi that
there are not similar opportunities for bi-lingual
learning for adults, and when the report card time
comes this spring many parents will have to learn
French rapidly, or get help in assessing exactly how
well their children did for the year.

The French Immersion project, and a community
group, called Les Terre-Neuviens Francais, are the
first

the r of French
culture in the area, but already other schools in the
area are slmihrFrencb m the
people of

vocal of their support of the Frencb aspects of ¢bexr
lives.

Aldolph Benoit,

as a result of a  munities covered by u:e Council

—

"No co-operation,

ex-mayor

complains

concerned citizens' movement last
year in Cape St. George, became
mayor of that town. Because of
certain circumstances he no longer
lmldl that post, but his appreciation

problems of the French-
dommated community is a valid

llr Benoit explains that the main
problem with the Council is that
many people do not support it. He
said only 140 of the town's 430 tax-
payers paid up last year and rarely
do the people in the five com-

work together.

He said a water system grant for
$250,000 was abused and that an
engineering company had used up
most of the money without really
doing anything constructive. *‘Out of
a quarter of a million dollars, I
suppose we had about $50,000 put on
the water project.””

Mr, Benoit says he wants the
project to revert to the Council, and
he suggests that it come under the
supervision of a governm‘
_'engineer at little cost to the Cr
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He expressed the fear that the
money will be lost, the water project
will not be completed, and the rest of
the money not forthcoming because
of the mismanagement experienced
todate.

Mr. Benoit is also bitter about a
fire truck that was put in the com-
munity last year. In the spring,
while answering a call to go to a
dump fire in Lourdes, the machine
was turned over into a ditch and had
to be returned to Montreal for
rebuilding. The community has been
without fire truck services since
then and Mr. Benoit says it was
carelessness that caused the ac-
cident.

Mr. Benoit states that the future of
the community is locked tightly into
the future of the whole area,
primarily the Stephenville plan to
establish large-scale, viable in-
dustry on the old Harmon base
property. He doesn't hold any hope
that the fishery or the agriculture
potential of the peninsula will im-
prove.

Mr. Benoit, a Protestant, isn't
reluctant to speak out against the
influence over the community by the
church, and indeed, he has placed
much blame for the complacent
attitude of the people, and their
unwillingness to work together, on
the church. *“The problem is that the
people here, if they want to do

ADOLPH BENOIT
anything, have to' go and ask the
priest. I don’t think this is the right
way to act.”

Mr. Benoit is one of the few people
in the community who still grows
enough vegetables and produce for
his family’s needs. “Down along the
shore, one time, you could see
everyone had a garden and every
man and his sons were out on the
water.
depression comes that we will like it
very much. Everyone is afraid of
work today. The Americans brought
a new life in, but I am not saying it
was bad.”

Mr. Benoit agrees that life today is

Prospects frightening for
the "lost French’’ of Mainland

Tiny Red Island liés a few hundred
feet off the community of Mainland at
the bitter tip of the Port au Port
Peninsula. It was here that the
French Settlers of the early 1800's
first made their homes.

Le Grande Terre, as was

out on the island, and when the
English takeover of the French Shore
came in 1905, the character and
makeup of the people there changed
dramatically.

Caught between an English

then called (and still is by many older
French speaking people) grew up
around the fishing operation urned

French group building at The Cape.

2 and a y English-
dominated church, Mainland
residents tried unsuccessfully to cope
with the new. Children acquired

1 don’t think when the,

g term, than fifty

e

yenn ago, but he is convinced that
his neighbours could easily be more
i from the

and the wage job. “But, our people
should be pulling together because
‘we are not getting the godd out of life
that we should be.”

“‘On the other hand," he says, “I
think this God's free country and
Cape St. George is a wonderful place
to live. We aren't bothered too much
by taxes and the problems of
modern life.”

Mr. Benoit says the commumty
needs strong outside influence and
direction to properly develop the
needs it is facing. He praised the
people who try and get LIP grants
but he suggested that by taking LIP-
money people were continuing a
system they could not stop. He says
there is too much to be done for one
or two men to administer all the LIP
grants and he called for more
government involvement in the
dishing out of grants.

Mr. Benoit says the people of the
community have to realize that the
government has a bottom in its
pocket too, and that soon Cape St.
George will run out of available
government money. He says people
have to realize that government
“will stop putting money in if they
can't see wmemlng coming out of
their efforts.”

English names; Mabel, Gladys and
Thomas, and, it is only in the past few
years, wi a resurgence of French
culture and language in the whole of
Port au Port, that Anatole, Francois
and Pierre are coming back into
vogue.

The “lost French” of Mainland
‘were even more sorely put upon in the
great road building booms of the post-
Confederation years. The roads being
built followed the path of least
resistance and went from the com-
munity, not over the hills to the
French community of Cape St.
George, but north, along the beach to

EnglishCatholics from Hermitage and
Fortune Bays were placed in Loun'les
to start a farming enterprise,
fishery on the South Coast hlv:ng au
but collapsed. The farming effort
never got underway as the Americans
came along and offered wage earnjng
jobs which were eagerly sought an:r
The “old settlers", as the Fren
Lourdes are called, were thrust an
the background and lost forever their
voice in community affairs. -—




Mabel Bungay, a primary school
teacher in Mainland, was of French
- Stock but she married a “new set-

tler'"” and now lives in Lourdes. She
has been involved in teaching in the
area since the early 1950's, and in-
deed was one of the only people to
finish high school and teacher
training from Mainland in the20
years from 1840 to 1960,

Mrs. Bungay, who remembers that
the community had close ties with the
French at Cape St. George (““we went
over for every garden party, wedding
and holiday there was"), fought long
and hard to maintain a school in
Mainland, a school wheré small
children who had trouble with English
could find a teacher to speak to them
in French. The inability to cope with
English school work has been cited as
the main reason for the poor
academic record of Mainland
students, who in the past, have rarely
gotten through one year of high
school.
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to Cape St. George. Mrs. Bungay for French people, has weakened the

said the road would allow the old
French ties to be renewed. Economic
and social conditions would improve
in also, she

A recent plan the
bussing of all grades to Lourdes, but
after much negotiation a small two-
room school was built in Mainland
and it accomodates Kindergarten to
grade two.

Mrs. Bungay said the school is
necessary, not just for the sake of
keeping five and six year olds from
the rigors) of two hours per day bus
trip, but also-to help the French

adapt more easily to the English
oriented schools of Lourdes,

The community, which is becoming
more and more involved with the
revitalization process of French
culture and language, wants, more
than anything, a road across the hills

Lourdes future bleak, says

Mrs. Bungay said the tie between
Mainland and Lourdes has always
been a false one, but that it was en-
couraged by the government and the
church. She tells a story of her con-
firmation. Her family, and the others,
wanted the ceremony to take place in
Cape St. George, with a French priest,
a walk of eight miles over the hill. The
priest in Lourdes, however, in whose
parish Mainland officially rests, in-
sisted that the children walk the 12
miles to Lourdes for the ritual.

Mrs. Bungay said this was typical of
all the affairs of the residents of
Mainland throughout the years. Poor
fishing and a lack of work, especially

bargaining power of the Mamlnnd
residents, she suggested. But,
predicted that things were clnngmg
and that Mainland people would be
more vocal in the future regarding the
development of their community..

She said the educational standards
of the comminity were improving,
with many people finishing high
school each year and some people
have even moved into the community
and built houses, both signs of a better
future.

The Mainland people, with or
without the road to the Cape, will
become more involved in their future
development, but the real sin
probably lies in the fact that they have
been walked over for so many years
by political and religious leaders. °

mayor

Gerald Smith is the chairman of
the Community Council of Lourdes
and he hopes that something will
happen in the area to improve
conditions.

Mr. Smith said the community,
which really got its start in the late
1930's as part of an experimental
agricultural resettiement program,
has struggled along for a number of
years, and recently has gotten in-
volved in a water supply project.

Most people work in Stephenville,
he said, except for a large con-
tingent of Roman Catholic teachers
who teach in Lourdes. com-
munity acts as a central Catholic
school service for all the com-
munities on the Peninsula’s west
coast.

Mr. Smith said the community
never properly developed its fishing
and farming potential because the
American base took workers away
from these jobs. “It is only since the
closing of the base that a number
went back to fishing."”



Mainland needs help

Mainland, with a population of forty-odd
families, has its problems, and without its unique
French background, would probably have been
resettled into Lourdes years ago.

It does not have standard commiunity services,
like water and garbage collection, and several
attempts to form a community council have
failed because of a lack of support, although the
most recent attempt holds promise.

The community depends almost entirely on a
sporadic and marginal lobster fishery and work
in the woods-cutting operations around
Stephenville. Many family men are not at home
for long periods, further complicating the
problems of developing leadership on a local
level.

Poverty, and isolation, coupled with the lack of
business opportunities have taken their toll,
making Mainland’s existence dodgy at the best
of times.

A road link, aside from the cultural benefits,
would provide a traffic flow through the coi
munity, meaning that tourist and road service
businesses could become established in the

. Fishery facilities, other
than the exnstmg pnvate one, would be of some
help, informants suggest, and with the arrival of
the Canadian Saltfish Corporation into the area
this upeoming season, such facilities could
provide a valuable focus for jobs and economic
stability in the community.

Small house consclion in Mainland.

Road lo The Cnpe will have to go over hills
behind Mainl:

Lourdes future bleak (Continued)

launch a campaign to try and get

“Ireally don’t see anything which
could help Lourdes expand,” Mr.
Smith said. ““The only thing would be
some industry coming ‘to the
Peninsula, but right now there isn’t
anything to attract people. Every
year the community loses so many
people, especially the younger

Mr. Smith, who grew up in
Lourdes, said the Community
Council was interested in getting
more services centralized in
Lourdes and he mentioned that a
bank branch, open part-time, would
be a start. He said his personal
concern was that some fishing
facilities be established in the
community, or nearby, so as to
enhance the opportunity for fishing
as alivelihood.

“I don’t think vandalism is any
worse in this community than
anywhere else, but we do have a lot
of damage to the schools.” Mr.
Smith explained that the community
can't offer prospective citizens very
much, unless they were teachers,
doctors or nurses.

Mr. Smith said the tourist
potential for the Port au Port area

was high, but without a road con-
necting Mainland with Cape St.
George few tourists would be ex-
pected to come.

He explained that the Council was
concerned with the LIP process as it
applied to the Peninsula but that any
employment was welcome. He said
the projects themselves were
sometimes questionable, and that
the Council had asked for more input
into the decision-making when
grants were to be given out.

Aside from a water project and a
has been con-

some recreational facilitiés in
Lourdes. This year’s Council LIP
grant will go toward building an
outdoor skating rink. An already
established playing field complex
takes care of many summer sports.
Mr. Smith said collecting service
fees in Lourdes was difficult and
many people were in arrears when
he took office in December. He feit
that fees, currently at a $10 per year
level, would have to be increased if

He said Council wal about to

more government involvement in
the fisheries development and that

Other items on his priority list are
the establishment of a park system
for the area and more close co-
operation between the leaders of the
various communities.

He had harsh criticism of the LIP
process and said in some cases it
had actually taken people away
from the resource-based jobs in
ﬁnhing and farming. “I think there

be more government in-
volvemem in LIP projects. They
should be more closely supervised
because there is too much abuse of
the system as it now stands.”

““The future for Lourdes isn’t very
bright and it is based on the fishery
and we have got to make people

down entirely. But we can't expect
gvvernmeluwnrrymthh;vnh
such big losses forev

Mr. Smnb.'hoisprlndpalnlm
elementary whwl. waiting for
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Resource-based
economy must develop quickly

Howard Bourgeois is a happy
man, or at least that's the im-
pression he gives when you talk to
him. He is a part-time farmer and
fisherman in Black Duck Brook, a
community of some 40 families.

Mr. Bourgeois likes Black Duck
Brook and he feels it has a good solid
future based on the fishery and
farming.

“I don’t think it is like hanging on
to something hopeless to live down
here all my life and I am still doing
i3 Ay

He said the community is
depending more and more on other
communities for work and
schooling, but that there is a lot of
good land left in the area for farms.
The community lies at the base of
the long sharp point of land on the
western side of the Peninsula.

Mr. Bourgeois said some men fish
both sides of the point, especially the
mien from Long Point (they resettled
to Black Duck Brook three years
ago) who return to their homes each
summer, There are plentiful sup-
plies of herring, halibut, lobsters
and cod in the area.

The tourist potential is underrated
in Port au Port, Mr. Bourgeois said,
and he pointed out that the area
would have to take advantage of it in

im——
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the future.

Mr. Bourgeois was the president
of the local fishermen’s co-op, which
collapsed recently, and he said there
was a lesson learned from this
event. He said people on the
Peninsula have to begin to work
together to solve all the problems,
but he has no answer as to how that
can be attained.

He said the fishing business has
been pretty well serviced in Black
Duck Brook and that gear hasn't
been hard to come by, although he
pointed out that most fishing is done
on the western side of the Peninsula
and that storms have continually
wrecked gear.

““There was no organization in the
fishery last year at all,” he com-
plains, and he holds hope that the
planned entry into the salt cod
market by the National Sea
Products Company, acting as agents
for the Canadian Saltfish Cor-
poration, will give a much needed
boost to the lagging fishery,

He called for more fish processing
to take place in the area, thereby
leaving a greater benefit for the
people involved. The co-op failed to
get that support and he suggested
that National Sea might find
operations there difficuit for the

same reasons.

Mr. Bourgeois said there was a
community stage in Winterhouse,
where if some repairs could be
made, fish could be put into salt
there for drying. The problem with
the stage was that it was built in a
rush and built in the wrong place.
Heavy storms lashed the area the
first winter it was built and the
beach eroded around the building
and buried it in stones.

He said he had tried to salvage it
but he received no co-operation from
the government. To properly solve
the problem, he suggested, the
building should be salvaged and
moved to a more advantageous
location.

Mr. Bourgeios said he agreed with
the new lobster regulations which
have limited the number of people
able to hold licenses, but he said
many people would feel resentful
about them because they didn’t fully
understand why they were being
enforced.

He said the Peninsula could look
after itself if all the resources were
managed properly. “It will require a
lot of supervision, something we
have not had enough of in the past."

Boswarlos is on top of it all

Boswarlos, dubbed ‘‘the lost
community”’, by people on the Port
au Port, is unique in many ways. It
is the only totally Protestant com-
munity in what is predominantly a
Catholic area and it is the only
community on the Peninsula in
which there is no unemployment.

Any connection between these two
facts must be left to the sociologist
but, in the meantime, the com-
munity is stable and well off.

Earl Short, ‘‘the boss of
Boswarlos", drives a school bus for
a living, ferrying elementary and
high school children from
Boswarlos, Aguathuna, and Port au
Port East into Protestant schools in
Stephenville. We talked to him,
between bus runs, and what follows
is an edited version of that in-
terview.

““The population of Boswarlos has
got a voting list of 159, about 80
families. Most people work ' in
Stephenville; We have no more than
2 or 3 families who lobster fish only,
and when the capelin come in we jig

a bit, but otherwise there isn't much
fishing.

“We don’t have a council. We don’t
have anything. It is a community by
itself. We did try to get a local im-
provement committee and we have
sent in to get a community council,
but we haven't heard anything about
it. The way things are here now, I
would say that we are better off
without it when we see what con-
ditions the communities on the Port
au Port have gotten themselves in.

‘“We have our own school but they
only take up to grade 2. From grade
3 on they go to Stephenyille by bus,
which is approximately 15 miles
each way. The school board has
given us the privilege that if we feel
that the weather is not suitable for
us to go then we don't have to go. In
the last few years we haven't had
any trouble with the roads. The
biggest problem we have is getting
the road salted. They are very lean
in salting the road, but since we put
a piece in the paper, it has been
greaty —
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““We have a parks and recreation
- committee and we got a grant in 1973
for $2,000. This was a gift and we
bought playground equipment and
put it on the school field. We spent all
but $800 which we still have. We are
trying to get some sort of a skating
rink, but we can't get the land. One
piece is suitable, but the people want
$2,000 for it. We are just holding the
$800 in case something else comes
up.
““We have wonderful beaches
which are good for the children in
the summer time, so we may clean
up the beach in one area and have it
especially for swimming and have
Topes out around with markers and
life jackets, and things like this. We
don’t have anything, if our teenagers
want some enjoyment of some sort,
they have to go to Stephenville.

“1 would say that 90 percent of the
people in Boswarlos are workuls

happens in

we get the effect. 1 think the future
looks great. I don't think the mill will
ever close out, but I do think that we
should have another industry here.
Boswarlos will definitely not grow

less there is more work.

“Aquathuna did approach us a
couple of times, wanting us to tie in
with them on a council. We had a
meeting, and we had about 60 per-
cent that did agree, but then a few
rumours got around and they
decided not to join. We definitely
have problems with our water, and
newerage is also a big problem.

= lid try to get a water system,
but lhey only had $2,000 for a well
drilling project and they got down
125 feet but there wasn’t enough
water there to supply even the
huuxes in that area so they had to

qui
"We also have a garbage problem.

The Women's Institute, a cralts
and home-making group
grew out of the old Jubilee Guﬂd
is very popular in Port au Port
Peninsula, and they have formed
what is the basis of a well-
developed home industry in the
area.

Molly deGroot, of Lourdes, is
leader of the WI in that com-
munity, and already she has
commanded two successive LIP
grants to make over an older
building as a WI crafts centre.

The WI, which focuses its at-
tention on knitted goods,
weaving, crocheting and similar
hand crafts, in Lourdes, is

We have to just throw it over the
banks, and this means polution. The
three things which we need in
Boswarlos are a water system,
sewer system and garbage collec-
tion.

“A lot of people grow their own
vegetables in the summer, but it is
not that many. Last year was the
biggest time that I ever saw people
planting. The way Boswarlos is now,
is the way I think you will always see
it

“Boswarlos is a great place to live
and bring up your kids. We get a lot
of visitors in the summer time. We
have never had enough unemployed
to get a LIP grant or anything like
that. The people who are not
working in Boswarlos are disabled.
There is no one down there at the
present time that isoutof work."” g

BOSWARLOS —

Women's group
helping area

becoming interested in getting a
pottery shop underway, and Mrs.
deGroot says, that is just the

beginning.
"Mrs. deGroot said it wasn't
good em-mgh to merely try and
to tourists who happened by.

The WI on the Peninsula would be
involved in establishing markets
outside the area for the goods
produced by the women in the

One group, the WI branch in
Black Duck Brook, obtained a
LIP grant, paying several
members to teach other women,
how to knit. The goods have been

“THE LOST COMMUNITY.”

row :
bought consistently and the

projects have been turned back
into buying more materials.

Mrs. deGroot said the WI has
good inputs into the Development
Association and the recently
formed CES group for the
Peninsula, but that it was in-
terested in developmg its own’
industry also.

Mrs. deGroot said the future of
the area can only see develop-
ment based on the resources of
the land and the sea, and most
importantly the traditional skills
of the women and men who live




Business
firm changes
with times

One of the few people on the Port
au Port peninsula who holds any
optimistic views about the future for
the area is Col. A.J. Abbott,
currently the leader of Abbott and
Haliburton Co. Ltd., “‘the oldest firm
on the West coast.”

Mr. Abbott is the third generation
Abbott to run the business, which
was started in 1886 on ‘‘the
Gravels", the thin stretch of beach
which ponnecu the Port au Port
Peninsula to the rest of the
Province.

Mr. Abbott said the Company has
changed its emphasis over the
years, and is currently involved
establishing its building supply
business. However it still maintains
a line of fishing equipment, farming
gear and the standard groceries,
hardware and drygoods. The store is
also heavily involved in the
wholesale business and provides

wvarious Port au Port communities.

Mr. Abbott said the business has
suffered with the general decline of
work and money in the area, but that
the potential for the area is great,
and as soon as some plan can be
found to make the area
economically stable, business op-
portunities will grow.

The firm, started by Mr. Abbott's
grandfather, who was a tinsmith,
built its foundations on the supply of
tins to the lobster canning industry,
which in its heyday provided a huge
proportion of the New York and
Boston markets. The old man
worked as a tinsmith and provided
tins of his own pattern until 1925.

The Haliburton name became
associated with the store in 1907
when a local, independent
businessman bought into the Abbott
firm. When Haliburton, who was
related to the Haliburton's who had
dominated Bonne Bay business for

¥
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many years, retired in 1927, the

Abbott family decided to retdin the
name.

The oldest Abbott died in 1939,
after putting .53 years into the
business. His two sons took over and
between them served 125 years. Col.

after retiring from lhe
Canadun Forces as an
took over the company in 1974, upon
his father’s death. His sister and a
first cousin help to run the family
enterprise.

Like all Newfoundland family
businesses success is measured not
in the empire you can build as much
on your ability to adapt to changing
circumstances. Col. Abbott ex-
plained the firm has managed to
adapt very well. At one time they
had as many as seven branch stores
on the peninsula, but this has been
reduced to two, in Three Rock Cove

and Picadilly.
“I think there Ire still a lot of
industrious people around here,” he

said, and he expmned that there
‘was an agricultural industry getting
started. With- the talk of mineral
wealth in the area becoming more
strident, he sees the future looking
brighter than most.

However, Mr. Abbott doesn’t look
to the past for his hope. He feels the

salt fish industry is lost forever. “If

"-M’lﬂn&elu'ummmmhﬂlﬂt&n
ewfoundland.

Joins Port au Port Peninsula to the island of Ni

the salt fish industry caught on
again, 1 don’t think it would be
worthwhile for this company to
become involved. There used to be a
lot of expertise in the company in
this business but it is gone now. This
is the sort of competition which we
would not be prepared to
challenge.”

Mr. Abbott added, ‘‘Generally
speaking this type of firm is
disappearing, but we think there is
still a place for it. We get people
from the entire area coming here for
everything from a needle to an
anchor, mostly because other firms,
don't carry these thin,

In 1953 the firm moved from under
the headland on the island side of the
*‘the Gravels" to the peninsula side,
The store is new and much larger
than the original store, which was
dem'oyed by heayy ice and storms

1952, o of the original out-
buﬂdhlgs were taken to the new site
and still are used as warehouses.

The founder’s tools and equipment *
for tin making are still in the firm's
possession and in good working
condition. Col. Abbott speculated
that they would make a fine museum
exhibit if the opportunity for a
Heritage Village set-up were to
come to the West Coast of the
Province. [}

B
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“United we don’t get along and divided we fall!”

Port au Port Peninsula:
Co-operation
could be key to development

By Tor Fosnaes

Until the Depression, the
hard-working people of the Port
au Port Peninsula were a con-
centration of producers all to
themselves. 'They: canned
lobster and dried fish and
supplied large markets in
Halifax and Boston for years.

Supplemented by home gar-
dening, animal husbandry and
wood cutting, the lobster and
cod fishery allowed Port au Port
people to be self-sufficient and
they were proud of what they
could do. All this ended when the
Americans came.

That last statement is not
meant to be a criticism of
Americans as much as of the
government which was too blind
to see, or too stupid to realize,
that working for Yankee wages
wasn't developing the com-
munities the way they should
have been developed. The latter-

“ployees.

others, and a series of empty
buildings constructed through
LIP grants.

Everyone who grew up on the
Port au Port Peninsula in the
last 25 years has lived off wages
earned at Harmon. Or they have
struggled in an unsupported,
overexploited fishery to meet
the wage-based standard of
living enjoyed by Yankee em-
When the American
decision to pull out of Harmon
came in the mid-1960’s, rather
than take a long look at local

and impr
in the fisheries and agricultural
industries, the government
chose to eventually go into big
industries,

Slowly, over the years, as
welfare payments increased,
something desperately needed
to be done. The Harmon com-
plex, complete with decaying
dreams of turning American-
built buildings into industrial

day are a e
Included in them is the nearly
defunct linerboard mill, a
monumental economic white
elephant sold to the Smallwood
regime by John C. Doyle and

, didn’t work.

The ALCAN electrical power
transmission cable plant at
Harmon stayed open long
enough for ALCAN to fill its
contracts with Churchill Falls.

Sheep are still popular in many towns.

This enables the power
generated to be carried to
Quebec at low prices for resale
to New York at high prices. The
brewery located on the old base,
changed hands, closed, opened,
changed hands, closed and
opened again. The Harmon
located pre-fab house business,
Atlantic Design Homes, barely
exists from season to season and
rarely sees the market demand
which was predicted at the
inaugural ceremonies. A hockey
stick plant, a furniture factory,
a fibre-glass boat building plant
and other industrial develop-
ment ideas never even got
started.

As part of the flawed
development policy that says
any jobs are more important
than a stable industry, the
Labrador Linerboard Mill has
tried to maintain the high wage
record it found in the area. All
through the bumpy construction
phase, including a takeover by
government, high wages were
paid, but a period of weak
markets has meant the
government must foot operating
losses that, in 1975, totalled
more than $20 million.

Even when operating, the Port
au Port gets little benefit from
the mill, outside of the odd job in
the wi . Even those disap-
peared this winter when
papermakers went on strike,
causing the mill to lay off all
woods personnel. UIC benefits
came through to keep people
alive, but a winter of no work
can play havoc with people’s
attitudes.

The problem of being caught
between a non-functioning in-
dustrial society, full of promise
and little else, and a hard-
working traditional society, is
that once the industry disap-
pears people are spoiled and do
not want to return to the old,
more hard ways.
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On the Port au Port Peninsula,
in these times, the people have
turned to another form of wages,
the government ‘‘“make work”
wages. In Port au Port this
winter alone some $635,000 will
be spent offering some jobs until
June. Then the UIC takes over
until people can get more LIP
grants next winter.

The value of work done
through LIP is sometimes
questionable and in many cases
a lack of stringent government
qualifications, standards and
follow-up merely compounds the
normally expected abuses of the
LIP system. Community
leadership, even when guided by
the most high-minded of
motives, is immediately
suspect. One man, who was
responsible for 36 LIP ap-
plications, 17 of which were
granted, is praised in one
community and cursed in the
next for “getting more out-of it
than he is saying”. Such a lack
of enthusiasm, co-operation and
effort for working closely with
others to solve the Peninsula’s
problems is more damning than
anything the people may or may
not do.

In many cases expediency.
based on political reasoning, has
been the rationale for “go"

on grant
Getting any job has replaced the
inherent value of the work itself.

Rarely does any serious
questioning by government go
into the project’s eventual
outcome in community terms.
The fact that recreation ac-
tivities are not organized enough
to warrant the new centre’s
existence plays little role in the
initial granting process. And
there is little planning, if any,
for the future use of the new
recreation centre, or skidoo
trail.

Unused built sometimes by
shoddy, or inexperienced, work-
manship; prey to wind, weather
and vandals, many LIP project
buildings are ruined before they
see much use.

The fishery has failed,
although Port au Port residents
try year after year to make a go
of it, and lobsters,
biggest money maker, have all
but disappeared in many
traditional lobster grounds. The
agrieu.lture potential of the area
is high, but it still lies un-
touched One experiment _in

by the Ci

Bl e ter-plant lies unused at

Lobster gear ready for this season’s operations.

New lobster pots waiting spring in Sheave's Cove.




DECKS
AWASH

Government was to make use of
the fertile soil of the peninsula,
but the resettled fishermen took
to the water first and then came
the Americans with their at-
tractive wage offers (see story
page 14), and the agriculture
community never took root.

The despair of the poor in Port
au Port is chil and the “‘easy
going” attitude of those who are
‘just making it' is damnable;
Port au Port people must begin
to co-operate for mutual benefit.
The problems of one community
must become the problem of
them all.

A false start has been made.
The Women's Institute, the
Regional Development
Association and most recently,
the Community Employment

Strategy Group are all engaged |

in development plans. One
person, who is active on all three
groups, suggested they were
doomed to failure because “it is
the same people meeting three
different times, in three dif-
ferent places talking about the
same things". And these same
things are getting grants and not
letting one community get
ahead of another.

The CES Group is Canada
Manpower's big attempt to save
the area. While it seems, on the
surface, that they now realize
the futility of pumping millions

. of dollars into the area at ran-
dom and are now trying to put
together a more relevant,
“people decided”, development
plan, the essential areas of
fishing, farming and crafts are
all but ignored.

Being left to their own
devices, or even worse the

New houses in Piccadilly.
devices of the local DREE, or
LEAP, backed businessmen, the
essential, resource-based
liveli , farming,
etc. cannot possihly develop
properly. The measure of the
success of the CES planning
group and its federal sponsors
will have to be made in the light
of the collapse of the fisher-
men's co-op which has just
folded from lack of support.

On the Port au Port the
struggle for the buck, having
been played for 35 years, has left
a legacy of distrust and an un-
¥hillingneus to work together.

e 5 1

Gt

agree there aren’t any ethnic
religious or social motives for
their non-co-operative ways and
most people agree that things
started going sour when the
Americans came to start
Harmon.

Perhaps the people of Port au
Port can find solace in their
condition; perhaps they don’t
want any, but regardless of
reasons, what is developing is an
area of the Province totally
dependent upon government for
their existence. And the more
money the government pours in
the less able the people are to
work together and fend for
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Bay St. George: rich in heritage

of Bay St. George. It is only
meant to give the reader a
few supplementary ideas
and facts about the area.

Sandy Point, an island in
Bay St. George was once
just what its name in-
dicates, a sandy point. It
was connected to the
mainland below
community of Flat Bay and
was the home of Indians for
many years.

In the late 1700's and
1800’s it became the home
of English settlers,
primarily from the
Channel Islands, and by
1850 there were over 1,000
people living on the island.
It was known as the
commercial capital of the
West Coast.

The railroad came

the Bay area in
1894. Because the railroad
began to open up the
country (there were no
roads), people began
moving from Sandy Point
to the mainland and what is
now the community of St.

people moved out between

the .

about 1900 and 1915, but the
last people didn’t evacuate
the island until after
Confederation.

There are still buildings
on the island and it has
been suggested as a site for
a heritage village. It can be
reached from the com-
munity of St. George's by
motor boat in three or four
minutes.

The first people began
settling in Stephenville in
1841 or 1842, Although
many le claim that
Stephenville was called

Stephen Gallant, an
Acadian who was the first
child born in the com-
munity, in actuality, it was
named after Stephen
LeBlanc, an Acadian who
came to the area in 1846,

Much of Bay St. George
had fertile soil for farming.
Fox Island River was an
excellent farming area in
the 1900's and Stephenville
which use to run from
Kippens Bridge to Indian
Head, a distance of almost
ten miles, was known for
its rich soil, flat land, and
relatively few rocks. Un-
fortunately when the

American base came in
1942, the airport was placed
on one of the most fertile
areas.

There are still those
people who can remember
the oxen roaming the
Stephenville fields and
Charlie White's farm with
its hundreds of acres would
hold its own against the
finest farms in southern
Ontario.

Captain Campbell who
went to the South Pole with
Scott also had a
magnificant farm on
Harry's River near Black
Duck. Built in the 1920's the
farm contains one of the
loveliest and largest log
cabin houses in the
Province. Today his son
and daughter-in-law  still
live on the farm which
boasts of one of the finest
little gardens anywhere
and some of the loveliest
trees.

Bay St. George was first
settled by the English. But
the Acadians who came
from Cape Breton and
other parts of Nova Scotia,
and the French from St.
Pierre and France settled
on the West Coast and it
was known as the French

Shore until 1904. The people
of French descent are now
in almost every Bay St.
George community with
the exception” perhaps of
Boswarlos which is an
Anglican—Pentecostal
community, and the
Highlands-Robinson's
area.

The people of Stephen-
ville, Stephenvxlle
St. George's, St.
Thzrens Flal Bay and
Journois Brook are all
decended from a mixture
of people - French, French
Acadian, Irish, Indian and
Channel Islanders. Jef-
fery's, McKay's and the
Robinson's area are 9%
Protestant and consist of
people mostly of English
and Scotch extraction. For
example, the people of
Highland's are descen-

dants of the Highlander
Scots.

No where else on the
island can you find an
area made up of people
from such varied
backgrounds. No doubt it is
the combined cultures of
all these people  which
make it such a colourful
area to visit and study. @

New concept

in education for Bay St. George

There's a new idea developing in
Stephenville which should affect the
Bay St. George area in the next few
years and will change the direction
of education in the Province for
many years fo come. It's known as a
Community College and for those of

you who think of a college as having

four walls and a well-defined
structure, this college is radically
different.

According to Doug Fowlow, the
Director of the College '‘the
Department of Education has
realized the need for some time of
frying to co-ordinate their adult
education activities at the local and
regional level and part of the first
phase of the college is to operateon a
regional level all the institutions that
the Department of Education now
operates in the Bay area.” This
includes the District Vocational
school in Stephenville Crossing, the

Adult Education Cenfre in

several

be drafted mls committee will

operations, the forestry division and
the offering of evening and part time
its.

ity college concept is
being tried out in Bay St. George
because all the necessary buildings
for such a college are aiready there.
If this college concept is successful,
legislation will be drafted which will
establish similar community
colleges In perhaps a dozen regions
around the Province.

By May the college hopes to have
its first phase completed which
includes not only a college set up on
a regional basis (not everything
going through St. John's as was the
case in the past), but also an ad-
visory committee which will have a
geographic as well as a pﬂﬂesslonal
cross section of representatives
from the Bay area. If legislation can

of a
Board of Govermrs or School Board
in that it will be the policy making
and controlling group for the
college. Hopefully then the
executive committee which is made
up of Mr. Fowlow and the individual
heads of the various already existing
institutions will then report to the
Board and not to the government,

However, as Mr. Fowlow pointed
out “the two divisions of education
— adult and vocational — have
cerfain provincial fraining com-
mitments which it negotiates with
Canada Manpower. These provin-
cial commitments would continue to
be met under the Community
College system and in that sense we
would have a pretty direct
responsibility to For

government.
‘example, if we decided as a local
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board that we weren’t going to do
plumbing anymore, then we would
have to discuss it with the Province
because they are n part
on the commitment that we have to
train plumbers.”

Mr. Fowlow added, however, that
the advantage of such a pri
college system is that at the local
level there can be more flexibility
and less red tape. Part of the way to
accomplish this is to establish

contact
The es'ablishmen! of these com-
miftees would be considered the
second phase of the establishment of
the college.

These committees will have two
functions, 1) fo convey to the com-
munity the presense of the com-
munity college and fo act as the
community outlet for the college and
2) inferpret the needs of the com-
munity. If is through these methods
that the college is taken out of the
traditional classroom and square

and put into th

The third phase of the Community

College will be the establishing of
the appropriate programming to
meef the needs that are discovered
through these commitiees. These
needs might be anything from a
fisheries program that takes place
in the boats fo better methods of
sawmilling.

In addition, Mr. Fowlow described
another function of the community
college: The development of an arm
of the community college ad-
ministration that will be directed
towards supplying education in-
formation and guidance. He added
that as an aid to community
development in a region, the college
has to be able to supply people with
the necessary information to get on
with development, and in this regard
it will be working closely with

Mr. Fowlow explained that there

people attend classes primarily in
Arts and Crafts in-such communities
as Cape St. George, Campbell’'s
Creek, Lourdes, St. Georges and
Heatherton. There are also about 500
students in the Stephenville
program and about 300 in the
Crossings vocational school. Mr.
Fowlow gues: the population of
the Bay to be approximately 30-
35,000 with the adult population in
the neighborhood of 15,000 to 18,000.

Based on these figures it is o
wonder that Mr. Fowlow said,
think we will be affecting quite a few
people as we move into our
programs.”

people as we move info our

programs.”

In theory the college sounds great.
In practice they have already begur
to respond to individual needs....the
small appliance repair training
program .. and recreational
training in !he areas where there are
new sports facilities.

In an area which has, in recent
years, based its life on unrealistic
hopes, the people don‘t need another
unrealistic scheme. They need a
flexible fraining and recreation
program governed by a local body.
And it looks as though that is what
they are getting. ®

New Senior Citizens
Home for Bay St. George

For many years Stephenville
Crossing was the medical centre
for the west side of Bay St.
George. The hospital was large
and old and between $40,000 and
$50,000 was collected to up grade
it. But before anything could be
done, the Americans moved out
of Stephenville and the base
hospital became the main
hospital for the arear

also claimed that the building
was a hazard.

About three years ago a Senior
Citizens Home Committee was
formed and plans were drawn
up for a new building. According
to Dr. Averly, the committee
had a lot of trouble with inflation
because it had an original
estimate to build the structure.

The 7

The old hospital was allowed
to sink into decay and it became
the medical . officers clinic.
Today it houses Dr. John Averly
and his small staff at one end
and the Department of Welfare
nt the other. Part of the upstairs

is used as a store room for
furniture and the nurses’

Memorial University
Service and other agencies.

The Adult Education Centre in
Stephenville originally fook all adult
education students in the province.
In recent years other centres have
been set up and now there are fewer

is used as a p:
on Saturdays. When there is a
dentist, he also works out of the
large building. g
About four or five years ago
someone came up with the idea
a home for senior

studenfs in Those
attending come from Bay St. George
and the rest are vrom other parts of
the province.

Mr. Fowlow said, ““we anticipate
that as the community college needs
become more defined, new
vocational programs will be
developed in Stephenville as well as
in the Crossing, but there will not be
as clear a division between
vocational and adult education as
there was in the past. Instead we will
be responding directly fo expressed
needs. For example, we are starting
a domestic appliance repair course
as a direct result of an entferprise in
Stephenville which had difficulty
finding employees.

cltn.ens in the Crossing to cover
all of Bay St. George. It was
hoped that the amount of money
raised to upgrade the old
hospital could be used for the
proposed home and after a great
deal of legal problems the
money was transferred.

The old hospital could not be
used for the home because it is
owned by the Department of
Public Works and leased to the
Department of Health and both
departments have difficulties on
agreeing about the use of the
building. The fire department

applied to
government for the money and
when it was finally agreed to six
months later, the estimate had
increased from roughly $400,000
to $600,000. From then on every
time the committee went to
government, by the time the
money was gotten, the cost of
the building had increased.
Eventually the committee
submitted a proposal to
government calling for a million
dollars and this coupled with the
$50,000 was enough to build the
Senior Citizens Home

When finished this spring, the
new Senior Citizens Home will
be equipped with 89 beds. There
is going to be an administrator,
a head nurse and certain
number of trained nurses.

George Ross is Director of the
new home and describes the
home this way.

“It’s a building which has 6
housekeeping units for married
couples. There are 34 rooms
with double beds, and 9 beds in
the infirmary. It has two large
sun courts, two lounges on each
side of the court and also a
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chapel, a lovely dining room and
a dietary department. There are
two nurses stations, and a
doctor's and dentist office will
be available. There will alsobe a
beauty parlour and a barber
shop, a recreation and hobby
room for the men, and a
domestic room for the ladies.
‘“Most people who come here
will be primarily mobile. If they

become sick we will move them
to the infirmary or to the
hospital.

“It is an interphase home and
is called the Bay St. George
Senior Citizen's Home. There
will be priority given to this
particular district and after
those applications are con-
sidered then we will go outside.
It is a board operated in-

Stephenville Crossing :
health and community involvement
prognosis good

Dr. Averly is the Medical
Officer in Stephenville Crossing.
He has been there for nearly 6
years and covers the district of
Stephenville, Black Duck,
Gallants and George's Lake.
Medical problems are pretty
much the same as they always
were, he says, but there has
been a great cutdown on large
families. A year or two ago the
Port au Port peninsula had the
highest birth rate in the world
with an average family of 12.

Dr. Averly says heart
problems are not common and
there .are few diabetics.
‘However, ulcers are a common
problem. Mental retardation
used to be a problem but now
this is very infrequent and most
children have an average, or
above average IQ.

Years ago Stephenville
Crossing had a reputation for
being a very dangerous place to
live but Dr. Averly feels this
reputation is unwarranted and is
certainly not true now.

Nutrition on the whole is very
good. “This," says Dr. Averly,
“certainly has improved in the
last 4 or 5 years. As a general
rule, people are more nutrition
minded and children are very
well looked after and are very
healthy.”

Dr. Averly says there is a very
good welfare office and the
moment it is suggested that a
child is not being treated very
well, either physically or
mentally, they are taken out of
the home and placed in a foster
home. However, there is very

little child crutality.

In this area, drinking is a way
of life. However, it is mostly
social drinking with only the odd
alcoholic case.

Dr. Averly says that people
are extremely friendly in the
Bay St. George area, and there
is a great community spirit. As a
member of the Lion's Club, he is
involved with the communit
centre. .

Last year a hall was erected
and is used for bingo, teenage
dances and has been hired for
such things as a dog-training
class. It costs $1,000 per month
to run it and this is spent mostly
for heat, light, and other costs.
Among other Lion’s projects is a
Santa Claus parade and a
Christmtas party for the
children, A wheel chair was also
provided for a woman who was

stitution, operating similar to
our hospital structure and is
therefore duly incorporated.
The Board is also a local board.

“There are many homes
similar to this in the province
such as in Grand Bank,
Lewisporte, Corner Brook.
People will not now have to go
outside the community for
Senior Citizen Facilities.” @

discovered sitting at home and
unable to go out.

Much work is being done with
the kids in Grade's 9, 10 & 11 in
order to get them interested in
the Lion's Speak-Off.

Dr. Averly also reports that
there are a number of active
church groups and school
groups as well as a park and an
outdoor skating rink. There used
to be a cinema, but that is closed
down.

A new, 2-million dollar
elementary school will be
opened shortly and Dr, Averly
thinks it will be one of the finest
in the country. It is located next
to the high school. Both
buildings are made of brick and
have all the most modern
conveniences. @

Fish tails a‘nd tales

Alex Lucas, the father of nine
children, has been a guide for most
of his 70 odd years. He knows all the
salmon rivers on the West Coast and
as you talk with him, his wrist and
arm automatically snap as he casts
his imaginery salmon rod.

Alex is a colourful character...a
likeable character and he's capable
of telling a few fish stories. Decks
Awash has printed a few of his
milder ones.

“We had no road in Stephenville
Crossing until the First World War.
Up till then we were beating our toes
against the rocks. Them days was

harder than they are today. I don't
know if we were happier in those
days. | suppose we were, but it was a
hard life,

“People started moving into
Stephenville Crossing after the ist.
World War. They came from down
east and from St. John's and from
everywhere. They came down to go
fishing. After the last world war the
base opened up and then everything

up.

“1 worked on the railway for three
years and then I went back to the
woods. Lumbering was done here for
* couple of big mills. A schooner
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