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Fishing license idea growing
"But, oh, how the battle raged and
roared! "

It did rage and roar, but the battle,
if nol the whole war, was like all
modern things, fast, furious and
sharI. The winners, if any, and the
losers are settling tnto the fishery of
the future , the fishery where the
term " bona fide fisherman" will
distinguish one who has possession
ofthe Tftluired licens e.

In 1916 the license situ.ltion took
one more slep lowuds the idea l of a
rompleteJy licensed and reguJated
( managed) fish catching industry.
The program also has acquired
some leeth , in the enforcement end,
and some stringency, in the
regulations. And, the word from
Federal fisheries experts is that this
is just Ihe beginning of Ihe crunch, a
crunch that will hopefully bring the
Newfoundland fisheries out of basic,
obsolet(' [ish catching.

us'('r Riche is the man in
Newfoundland under whom thest'
licensing regulations ar e ad­
ministered and operated. He is an
ard ent supporter of the regulations,

but, he is a150.llD ardenl supporter of
the Newfoundland inshore tuner­
man's right to determine the future
of his role in the fisheries, and the
role of the fisheries in the Province.

Mr. Riche, who hails from St.
John's Outer Baltery, grew up in SD
inshore fishing family. His father
fislwd from the OUlt'r B.Uery aU 01
his life and bis uncle, Ray Ricbe .
was oae 01 the mcsr powerful
spokesmen for the ruheries in 1'f!Cenl
years .

The f6lJowing remuks were made
in aD interview held rffently with
Mr. Riche.

"We have regulaUons on the book
that are meaningful regulations for
enforcement or the policy and the
law, but some people don't agree
with them.

"The new policy. which comes into
effect now. was discussed with
fishermen long before It was put into
effect . As a matter of fact. in the
case of the lobster policy, this Is
what they want. We set up a task
force and met with fishermen
'throughout Newfoundland. We
asked them for their opinion on 28

points, and their answers reflected
what they wanted. The policy, if
anything, doesn't go far enough.
They wanted tighter controls than
we have put into it. Next year we
may be able to move further.

"We have structured four lobster
advisory committees, one for each
district and fishermen will be asked
to advise on how much further they
want to go. This year in the lobster
fishery , the people who have been
excluded from fishing are full time
employees in fields other than
fishing. U they wanted to appeal this
decision they could, but we turned
down about 1.800 this year and we
have 300 or less appeals . About 200
have been granted on appeal, and
that is because they were put into
the system with basic mistakes.
There will be something like 7,500
lobster licenses going out, whereas
lut year we were talking about
something like 11,000 licenses.

"The fisherman asked us last year
to clean up the lobster fishery and
institute some kind of controls. To
clean it up we said we would have to

Fish licenses --
Until the recent past, the fishery in Newfoundland

has managed to limp along on its own for one reason
only; the abundance of fish that ringed her shores.
The antiquated, obsolete methods of fishing gave
way very slowly to the modern technology and
technique needed to fish in tcday's world.

However, the slow development of our native
fishery allowed others to exploit the fish stocks we
had for so long considered ours. In the past 25years ,
particularly in the last 10, the scientific rape of the
oceans by the super-fishers has made the insbore
fishery , and the offshore fishery to a certain extent ,
suffer considerably. '

Plagued by poor ca tches, cursed by poor quality
and being a mere ' spit in the ocean ' In international
marketing and processing techniques, the fledgling
Newfoundland industry has lacked efficient and
long-term management since the days of the fishing
admirals.

The eventual recognition of the needs, which are
being defined more clearly every day, has brought
the Federal Government (given the right to manage
the marine resources at Confederation) fully into
the picture. Their biggest meet positive move to
date was the establishment of the fishing licenses
system. -

Destined to bring the whole fishery under one
control and one system of licensing within five
years. the first year of the plan has gon.(' swim­
mingly . Already a system has been established. and
using fisherm an-backed advisory committees. the
system is designed to reflect the need. as seen by

History
the men who do the fIshing.

There is some fear being expressed that the
situation could enter a state of over-control, in
which (like British Columbia experienced a few
years ago) a situation is created where too few
people are making too much out of a limit~

resource. The B.C. experience, however, Is a lesson
learned by fisheries officials, and that over-comrot
could arise in Newfoundland is very unlikely .

When the government announced its license
plans two yean ago there was a considerable
fuss kicked up, In which many fishermen, and
eventually a commissioo report, agreed that the
flSherman is traditionally a worker In many fields,
f15hing being the greaten, or least, part of his
yearly cycle of employment.

The government agreed to some extent and will
not now license any fisherman who has a regular,
yearly, continuing job. There Is also a ~ystem to
allow appeals and, so far, a lenient set of penalties
for infractions, althoug h, as the program enters
year two, the pressure from fishermen has already
begun to mount for tighter laws and higher
penalties.

What the future holds - whether the system can
maximize a fisherman's returns, or, create a
sbambles, out of whicb fishermen will get nothing
but bassles aDd poor returns, remains to be seen .
Certainly the only way the system can work (and
Uke City Hall. it eae'r be fought) is for men co­
operating with each other to make II work to suit
theireDds.



Fish licenses explained • • 1
Ttw loUolO-jngis quoted directlv fro m the De pertmem 01 Envrronment. ti$herw$ 'S(n>n'. 'e.. letter for \ In eh l~i6_ It

OU~i:;:~':.::n~~:~~:'~·;:I:~~~~mf~~ ~::;: t~~:,~~~~~o;'~~n~\~:\~~~.~; 'IYitJ. nit" an' as 10110.. ~:
\'~'\("15 15 fttl or ~s konglh overall - $5.00
\'es'C."b 45.1 feet or65 Ieet -$10.00
'"{"s<;cls 65. 1 lee r 10 100 Iron - $ 15.00
\ 'n o;e]s 100 lett and ove r _ $25.00

PROCEDURE FOR CO\lMERCIAL FISHERMEN TO OBTAIN FlSHlNG UCENSES IN 1976
l. To he eliKih le for 5 1lClifIC Iisbe r ylicences, suc h as salmon. lobs ter, etc. one I11U\( lirst »lxaiu
(<l) The Personal Fiaher mau'v Licence : and
(h) Th e Comme rcia l Fishin g Vessel Registr ation (CF\').
Renc~-al forms will be maile d to tho se who re cei ved 1M- licen ce a n~ re g isrr auon in 1\17:•. ;";e'" 'll'l' lic<lnls c.I'l H·.ci\t'

.rpphcation for ms from Di.,trul OtlKT § o r by writing 10 til l' R"'KISIl'<ltlOI\Centre III SI. J Ullll'S,
2. Cl e w m~lllhe~ a ll ' unl } required tohold the Personal Fi~hl'!lII'lIl 's jJ n "ncc;.
3, Appljcruions for t he Fishrrmal1 ' ~ l .iceuo e a ndCommerci al h sl llllK \'es,el Re Kh lra lio n (eFV) should have been rn,lill'c1

bef ore j au ua r v ~ I, 1976
4,SALMON: l f jou hdd a ('"rnllJ erl"i,d sa lmo n hce nce in 1975 an dareelij{ihle f"l 1976, ~Oll "ill recerve a Salmon Lirem e­

Application by IIMil. These should he returned as qu ir k Iy as possi ble.
5, U?BSTER: f~her n",n who are elij{ible_fo r Iobs ler licenu's will receive rene.. al apph,ati.,m In mai l. I.Hbsle r lic",nn's

.. ill he l""ed to sk ippers -e-owners. Helpe r teences are nolonger requ ired: helpers mmt 1",,'>("sslhr I'rr'\(mal Fivherm.m'
Lcence.

6. SEAUNG UCENCES: To ohwlll a K'ali nK lc eoce. ("(>ilIaci local H'hcn Otfkeo, and nbtain the appropriate I..nn
and lKenu_'s.

7. HERRING&: MACKEREL: Indisldu.aI Iicc'~slOrl~hhr rring and mackerel usinjl: G i ll.. ~ETS, I R\I'S,OR8t:AC II
Sf.I~ESarr nor req u ired in 1976_ Fnher~n must p"loSt s rbe l'e n o llill fi,henn..n's Ixen.r and a Comrneeoal fishllll{
\'r,>C"1Re Kistr a tfon (cn') ill .. rder 10 be eligible to fish Ihnr sjll'Cir's.
8. HERRlNG Ie MACKER[~ II a fishrrman usn rnobde gear.r.e-; rinK nets. pu~ seine ,01 mid-water rra .. ls, he mu I
"lxam rhe n«l'uillq- ht:l'rKTs. 1 h(-'SC" ncences are availabje bv fint 'Hlllng to SI. J9hn'S 10 "ht'"n thc neces ....n fotms and 10
l' Ia bll,h l'liglbhl,-

9. CRAB: Snow Crab . 'ishl' t } u<:c!X:cs a re available on lv 10 th .. 'lC"registered \es~I.,.. IM''' wh" li'hed crab u.mK cr..h,
IfilpS"n)timl' in the period 1970-7-1. Thor bcences arc i!.sllrd Im m S1.J o hn's. If sou Il'd \UU are entuled. plcase ..'till'

10. To obtain other Ikl'll.n SIKh a. _shrimp. r.caUopsoroyer Ita ..'!. for groundfiah. d PP~Olnl' lIllislelll)uirl' in " Tillll)o;to
Ih(" SI. Joh n', office. for s~y repces. fish er men are u rged 10 4U01l' tbeir So<;ial In ' UI" n. e :\umhet and ('.. lllullcHlal
h shin Jl" \'n-el ~umbl'r (e t"\").
ADVISORY COMMITIEES

1"" d a le, t he fed l't "l Fishe rie and Marine Service h as es tablis hed several :\d\'isoq C"lIl llliul'es, These a re: I he
~l' ... tound land Sn.... ' C rab Ad s lliory Co mmntee: Thl' St""I"lIlldldnd Hl'r rill )o; Worli nK GI'OIIP; and Th e Oth h"n'
Lroundfish Ad\'isory Corumiuee.

In 1976 , th e Fishenesand Marin(' Se n- ice will be expallllinK ii ' Ad si ,ory Eornmineev ~y'll' 1111') iuclude orher . peri." <1 1,,1
,U(",IS

rh e cOI~mi lt eeS_ 1O be (·'labli,ht'(l ...lllbe for lob,t~r, shrimp, S(-allo p' and groulldli,h. In 'ldclllion, the-re will-be ' pl' tin,
jI;('OKrapllic co mnuuccs to re flec t problems in particular .Ileas

•

(Conttnu~d)

clos e the door . One Of the main
obj ect ives of the policy is to try a nd
dev elop controls to increase profits
to eac h fish erman. but the question
which we face is that we know there
is a very definite limit to the lobster
re source . a bout 3..5-million pounds
annually, That ha sn't changed for 30
years.

.. Maybe the best thing to do would
be to have stiffer fines and penaltie s,
Fo r instance in the State s a man is
fined $25 for his first undersized
lobst er and then it goes by multiples
of two , The second Is $50. the third
$100, etc . It has been re commended
by the fishermen that our lobster
re gulations ha ve more teeth.

"In our salmon fishery now there
is dropout rate of about 5 percent per
ye a r, This is people who leave the
fishery . SO it is possible for new
people to get a license. J would
Ima gine it is the same with the
lobster fishery . but in the lobster

fishery we have got to decide how
many licen ses we should issue , and
after that is decided then one must
decide what criteria we mus t use to
permit new e ntr ants .

" These Questions will have to be
put to our ad visory committ ees and
then to the fishermen and they will
advise us on how we should work it,
The poliey in this dep artment is that
the Itsbermea a re consulted all the
time. In the herring fishery, the cra b
fishery, and a ll fisheries th at are
limited in entry. we shou ld have
advisory committees.

" While we do dictate the initia l
policy, it is not Implemented until
there has been some feedback from
the fishermen , I don't think the in­
cidence of infractions should in­
crease, I think there will be some
cases, where people will be breaking
some of the licensing regulations.
but that may not be their complete
fault , Many people do not fully un-

de rs tand the regul ations, nor their
purpose , and we are working ver y
har d to complete the ed uca tion
pr ()('ess .

" The objective is to ha ve one
lice nse for a ll the fisheries. This will
ta ke about five yea rs. Under the
sys tem of lice nsing now. any man
who is catching fish to earn any part
of his income is requir ed to have his
boat r egistered . an d he must have a
fishe rm an 's lice nse. Ea ch crew
mem ber is required to ha ve a
fisherman 's licence and the boat
owne r, or ope rator . is r equir ed to
have specific licen ses to engage in
specific fisheries,

"The biggest problem is conf usion
in the syste m, It is sort of a n
edu cation for the fishermen a nd for
us we ar e try ing to get thin gs out to
the fishermen that they will un­
derstand ,"



other point of prime jmportanc~

to the fishermen, and that is hiS
responsibility to protect his
future by expressing his opinions
on any fishery questions to the
various advisory boards and
committees.

Any fishennan who feels he has
something to contribute to the
growing dialogue between ad·
visors, the Department and the
fisherman, should contact his
local Fisheries Protection Officer
for details, or should write to the
Department of the Environment,
Fisheries Service, Bldg. 302,
PleasantvilJe, St. John '5,
Newfoundbnd.

from the part-time and the CUll.'

fishermalJ."
The newsletter article says that

every boat. regardless of size . .
must be registered with the

Department if it is to used in the
commercial fisheries.

11· .

The personal fisherman's
license costs $5.00 and the boat
license, depending on the size of
the craft, can vary from $5.00 (for
45 foot, or less) to $25.00 (for
anything 100 feet, or more).

The article outlines carefully
the exact method of being
properly licensed to take part in
any limited entry fishery (see
article on page·3 ). It covers one

Fish licenses explained
In tbe Departmenta'

Newsletter published March 1976.
the Department 01 tbe ED­
v;ronm('nt, Fisheries and Marine
servrce fouls its latest move in
the fishing licenses business.
namely, the Personal Fisher­
msn's Lscense.

The license, which is slated to
go to al1 fishermen, skippers and
crew members. must b:egranted
before any other fishing license
can be given to the fisherman. It
dMS not, for the present, the
article said. define the genuine
fisherman, but. "as the system
develops in the future, various
classes of licenses will be in­
troduced to identify the fuU-time

Herring meeting
held again this year

"Lobl:ten are 10LncOIl.trike th1I year. to

Noah Genge, chairman of the St.
Barbe Coasl Herring Fishermen's
Committee. classed as 'usef~' a
meeting held in Plum Point recently
between the committee and various
representatives of federal and
provincial governments and the
Canadian Saltfish Corporation.

Mr. Genge said the rnet'ting
clarified a number of misun­
derstandings that grew out of last
year's operations in the herring
fishery, especially with the SalUisb
Corporation. The Corporation en­
tered into the herring fishery last
year at the request of the fishermen,
who lost much of their catch in

previous years because of poor
handling and processing facilities.

The meeting learned little about
what new schemes for facilities the
governments were entering into this
year for the coast. although there
was a promise that once DREE
agreements were finally signed with
Ottawa that the St. Barbe Coast
would be well looked after.

Insulated storage boxes for fresh
fish catches, offioading systems that
minimize a reduction in catch
quality. more prompt and efficient
delivery and pick-up systems for
herring, and more stringent in­
spection procedures were tatsed
about in the meeting. Mr. Genge
said the fishermen still supported
the principle of the Corporation's
involvement In the herring fishery
and praised the Corpontion for the
improvements in the systems on the
coast to date.

Some points concerning prices
paid by the Corpontion and the
private buyers were brought up and
some conversation about ice plant
installation was entered into, but
nothing concrete was agreed to. Mr.
Genge said the meeting proved that
the fishermen were willing to con­
tinue to work with the Corporation in
the future and he called for further
meetings to take place, both on the
Island and on the Labrador section
of the Belle Isle Straits served by the
Corporation. •
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"Over the front"
By Fred W_Earle

Growing up on Change Islands and
Fogo on the North East Coast of
Newfoundland could be very ex­
citing , especially when one lived
near the sea. And there was no
greater time for arousing emotions
than the " Spring of the year."

The fish nets and boats were made
ready, there was a smell of tarry
oakum and pitch · and every day
was longer on daylight than the day
before. Old men were spinning
yarns, but no story teller got very
far without reference to the swnes.
Every fellow ' towed where they was'
- all had different opinions and all
directed their whereabouts to 50
many miles either North, South,
West or East of the FUNKS.

As boys, when the ice came in, we.
would sneak off after school and
spend hours waiting for a "blowing
hole' just in a hope to see maybe the
whisker of a seal. We would search
behind all the 'dumpers" <rafted
ice) to make sure there was not a
live seal hidden there.

It was like returning to tnose
exciting days of my youth when' I
recently flew 'over the front' . There
were white coats, ' d umpe rs', harps ,
' blowing holes' and hoods - a ll to be
seen at once . To stimul ate the oc­
casion we were piloted by Capt ain
Harold Oake - a nati ve of Cha nge
Islands· and co-pilot Da vid Oake.
He understood just what we wished
to see and the twin engine Queen Air
maneuvered 50 we could ge t an
excellent view of aU the happenings
and as well as the correct pos ition
for picture taking. We flew ove r all
the ships. We saw the men killin g
seals. bringing them on boa rd With
the winch , prosecuting and stc r tng
them on deck to cool before packin g
them with ice in the hold.

During the seven hours in night
there was continuou s conversation.
In the plane was Federal District
Officer. Tom Curran, a veteran of
fifteen years spotting the seals. He
can estimate birth rate, advise the
numbe rs to be killed and yet
maintain a healthy population, chart

the sea l whereabouts and track the ir
movements throu gh tides and winds.
And he a lso attends meetings in
Norway discussing fut ure seal
pop ulations.

Tom told of da ys as a se ale r when
sm all ships carried three hundred
men and the sealers slep t in the hold
with the fat. He pulled reco rds fro m
his briefcase dat ing back one hun:
d rec and sixty yea rs telli ng of ti mes
when over 600,000 se als we re ta ke n
annual ly. A story was told of a ship
that m ade Har bour Gra ce with a full
load of seal s - both on deck an d
bel ow - a nd with 8,000 in tow.

Also on board were Ern ie Collins
and David Barrett <Conservation
Officers) who told of the time whe n
one crew made twent y cen ts per
man and another sealing ship 's crew
made not a cent.

Conditions at the Front looked
satisfactory, a good birthrate a nd
controlled killings. The Norwegians
this year can take 44,667 harp s and
9,000hoods while the Can adi an ships
can take 52,333 harps and 6,000
hoods. Landsmen are permitted to
take another 30,000 seals . There a re
six Norweigan and seven Canadian
ships prosecuting the seal fishery. It
15estimated there are 170,000 white

"11. V. THERON AT THE FRONT"



JUNIOR ABBOTT

wharf at Musgrave Harbour. Lut
year Junior sold his seals to Roy
Bert of LaScie and this year he's
sold thus far to Samuel Rowe of
Fogo and Beothuk Fisheries in
Wesleyville.

This year Junior started sealing
about the second week in March.
When Deeb Awaah talked to him in
the first week of April he said that
there were quite a lot of seals, but
they were older, kind of wild and
harder lo get than the young ones.

On one trip Junior was out 69 miles
and on April 5 he planned to go out
about 100miles. Says Junior, "If we
could go out that far and go directly
into the seals it would be great, but it
takes about 12· 16 hours to go that
far and then it sometimes takes 2-3
days to find the seals unless we can
get a location from one of the sealing
ships or spotter planes."

By the first week in April, Junior
and his crew had only gotten about
40 seals. He says, "it's nothing to get
excited about yet. The young seals
are what we are after because they
bring in a better price and they are
much easier to bunt because we
don't have to use our rifles. We can
dub them."

Junior adds, "right now with the
old seals in the water you have to
chase them all over the place which
is expensive. But in heavy ice you
can stOJlthe boat and the crew can
go out on the ice and bring back the
seals."

During the first week of April
Junior was talJting with the Arctic
Explorer and the captain told him

coat population this season. So with
each of them having a father and a
m~ther • this would add up to half a
million seals. Then there are the
one, two and three reae old
bedlamers that are not yet breeders.
So in aU it looks like we have maybe
• million seals out there.

Very little is known of the hood
seal. It appears the Newfoundland
population, which is East of the
harps, has a few that wander off
from some unknown herd· maybe
from Davis Inlet. The hoods do not
congregate dosel)' like the harp
seals, but are found scattered and in
families. The 15,000hood kill Is about
90 per cent of the- Newfoundland
herd. Even with the Intense killings,
each year about the same numbers
turn up again.

Much money has been spent in an
attempt to control the seal
population. Maoy scientists have
been active - but in my opinion there

~~~n~u~~~~~~e;eO~~I~cC~~:t~etha.n 8eallncahips ,ettiq reid, for the hunt at DW'1"ell, New World Island. At
Deeb Awaah Pf'UI time the, had loaded. 2,000.eaLs.

Th b d the~wasapatchofseals70milestoe new ree ~~:e~~~o~~~/~~~i;:~a~~~e~n~h~
ice was quite thick there.

When Deeb Awash talked to
Junior he was going to head out in
that direction. He said, "we'd like
the wind to change to a north east or
north west so we could penetrate and
get into the ice. With this kind of
wind small lakes of water would
open up and you'd 'have a much
better chance."

Junior comments further, "these
seals have been born for some time
and they are changing their coat

Roland Abbott of Musgrave
Harbour (known as Junior to his
friends) is one of the new breed of
fishermen. He's young· 32- a full
time fisherman, plans to make
fishing his life, and he plans to make
good money at it too. He's never
turned his back on the sea.

Roland ten Newfoundland several
years ago. HI' was in the navy for 41h
years and earned his first mate's
ticket. He also earned enough money
to partly purchase his 52 foot
tonauner.

DICKS
AWAS"

His boat is 6years old, but it is new
to him. He fishes with three other
men and they go after every fish
they can get. They share equally in
the sealing, but in the herring,
mackerel and cod it's a little dil­
terent.

This is Junior's second year
sealing. Last year he didn't start
until March 20th, and he only picked
up 103 seals, but as Junior says "it
wasn't a big lot, but f learned a lot
from some of my friends who are
exceptionally good sealers."

Normally Junior hunts seals about
40-60 miles of! the coast, although at
one point last year be was over 100
miles of! shore. but south of the big
sealing vessels.

This year Junior and his crew are
one of about 6 other boats in the hunt
from Musgrave Harbour, each with
4 or 5 men on board. According to
Junior this is a big Increase over last
year. Euh boat goel out early
Monday morning and returns
Friday night to sell IU seals on the
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now from white to dark blue-black.
The white baby seals spend their
time on the ice and when the rainy
season begins in late March or early
April. the young seals don't like the
rain and go Into the water. Then they
discover they don't like the water
and come back on the ice. With all
this up and down motion, it scrubs
off the while coat and eventually
they have a complete blueeblack
coat. Both the white coats and the
blue-black. coats bring in between
S28 - 30 a pen. Those seals that have
so me white and some blue-s-black
(known as raggedy jackpts, onl)'
bring in about $5.00."

In early April there are many
raggedy iackl't seals. They are not
valuable because the white fur has
to be hand combed before the pelt is
usable.

Because of the poor value of the
raggedy jackets, it WIS reported
that some sealers were killing for
the meat only and leaving the pelts.
This upset Junior very much
because it only adds to the bad
publicity caused by The creenseace
Foundation. He says, "If I went out
a nd caught raggedy jackets, I would
ce rtainly bring them in. I could sell
the meat to the local people and the
pel ts could be sold to the market. ,
Even at $5.00 I would still be gaining
money,"

By the time Dec ks Awaab is
published Junior will have given up
sealing for the year. He will be busy
with the herring until he moves into
the cod during the summer. In the
fall he goes back into herring and
mackerel until December.

Junior is a full-time fisherman
fishing 10 months a ypar and
preparing for his 18 hour days the

othe r two months.
It's men like Ju nior who will bring

fishing back to Newfound land. And
if the Increased number of sealers in
Musgrave Harbour is any indicat ion
this year. fishing may begin to
become the full-time profession the
Newfoundland people would like it tc
be.

" Last Monday (March 29) we left at 1 o'clock in
the mor ning and it was about 4 o'clock in the
eveni ng before we struck the ice. The moment we
st ruck ice we saw some seals. There weren't very
many. so that night we stepped and the next mor­
ning we started hunting and we discovered that
th er e were quite a few seals. Anywhere from 20, 30
In a herd and in one patch there were about 500. We
had them kind of ecrralled in a small lake of water.
The ice was packed so tight that they would not go
Into the ice because there were no blow holes for
them to come through. So they stayed in this one

The seals
As Told To Dect s Awas h

by Jun ior Abbott

are coming...
area of wate r and ke pt going around a nd a round in
circles and they were much fas ter tha n our boat. I
called my buddy who was abo ut 15 miles away from
me at the time and I as ked him to come down where
I was. We were using RDF radios a nd radar. He
located me but by the time he got down, it was a
little too late in the afte rnoon and it was getting
hard to see. So we lost the corral of seals we had,
because we could have (ised three boats or two
longliners.

"We managed to get 25 at the ODetime. It's kind of
fru stra ting when you go so far for 3 or 4 days and
come in with a small ha rv est . But we kind of expect
that because this time of the year it's the old seals
and they are much smarter than the younger ones."

I
And so
are the

Russians...
I

(M told to Deeb A....b by Junior
Abbott)

"When we were out to the Funk
Islands last week sealing there were
some foreign ships and they were
fishing cod. I heard one say on its
radio that it bad 7 tons, 11 tons and 19
tons of cod: that is for every time it
pulls back, whicb is about every
hour. This Is in water of about 120 to
200 fathoms deep. This was s
dragger, a Russian ship. I also saw
one Polish and one English in the
area. They would drag in a straight
tine for about 14 miles and then they

would turn aro und just the length of
the ship and fis h bact for the same
area. Each Ship had its own area so
they would cover the whole area.

" I have read somewhere that
these boats use everything, nothing
Is thrown OVerthe side, not even the
ga rb.age. And the sure sign is that no
liea guUs foUow these draggers. Our
technology is far. far behind.

"The fishery is the one which has
the most people employed.
Somebody has to recognize that the
fishery is one of the most important
things In Canada."



...Followed by Brian Davies
_and Greenpeace

"I don't know what the nreenpeece is trying to do.
I think it is a very unorganized organization. They
could do a lot more damage if they sat down and
thought things through.

There are a lot of things I agree with in regards to
quotas. I can't see killing off a complete herd of
seals. Then you've disrupted the whole law of
nature. II all the seals are ,one then probably the
cod fishery would increase. but what would that do
to nature itself. Therefore, I'm for the quota system
so we don't kill off our seals like we did with the
buffalo, but let's not have the west coast people
come down and tell the east coast people what to do.

1 remember the statement very well when
creeepeeee said we would shoot them and the)'
called us barbaric. Newfoundland people are like
the Newfoundland dog who is very kind and vel')'
gentle until you make him angry and then he can
become very vicious. This is what's going to happen
to Newfoundlanders. If you make us angry anything
can happen.

The thing Is your cards are laid on the table and
you are going out to play them. II you strike the big
herd, then you are going to get a fair amount of
money when you come In. So none of this Green­
peace stuff has deterred people from going out
sealing. As a matter of fact 1think a lotof people are
looking forward to it. It creates a little bit of ex­
citement with these remales and the Greenpeace

people coming in with their red paint brushes and
things like this.

I am paying x number of dollars to licence myself,
my boat and my crew in order to go and make a
living which Is law abiding. But these people can't
get a licence to do it, so that means that they are
breaking the law to go out. II they go and do the stuff
they say they are going to do, I won't even buy a
licence next year, which makes me a law breaker.

I'll give my opinion on the female people who are
going to come down here. We aU have long bair and
modern looks. What are they supposed to be, the
Delilah of the new age! And what are they going to
do, cut on our hair and poke our eyes out! I had my
wife out with me last year, she was out for a week

with me and nobody knew she was a woman
because of the way she was dressed. So I can only
picture these young ladies out there in sheer cloth
and those poor things are going to freeze to death.

Brian Davies thinks our Ieng linera are going to go
around the ocean looking for these women. I've
been going out there to make some money and
trying to catch seals to the best of my ability. I'm
not going out looking for a female partner. I have
one now and I'm quite satisfied and I don't need
another one. Junio r Abbott

Local people get herring plant
Two years ago, the people of

Herring Neck on New World Island
built a new fish plant. Unable to Ret
any money from the government,
they were given $15,000 from the
Twilfing ate-New World Island
Development Association and with
free labour they wert" successful in
building the plant. They then got
British Columbia Packers to operate
the plant for them.

Rex Whalen, tbe eo-ordinator of
the 'rwtntngete-xew World Island
Development Association, told
I>eeu Awalb that since that time
the plant has gotten off the ground
quite well. B.C. Packers pays an
annual lease to the Development
Association and also take care of
repairs and maintenance. The
Association owns the plant.

This past year, at the peak of the
season. there were 63 people ern­
ployed directly at the plant. many of
whom are women. Rex says he's not
sure what the total payroll might be,
but it's up in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars. The total catch
in pounds for the plant is close to 3.2
million pounds. He says this has
been tlle best year for the Herring
Neck Plant. There are all klfids of

fish being processed, except lobster.
Through the Association, ap­

proximately $60,000 was obtained
last year from the provincial
Department of Fisheries. This was
to up-grade the plant and bring it up
to Federal regulations.

Landing facilities weren't
adequate to take care of tonguners.

Consequently through the federal
government $210,000 was obtained in
order to build a new wharf. Tenders
were called and Power Construction
was awarded the tender.

The job should be completed by
June and the wharf will be about 4 ft.



Carter
outlines this year's
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will come from Federal Governmen t
participation in several ways.

Among them is the $3.8 million
owing the Province from the federal
share of the gear replacement
program. The bulk of the rest will be
included In the final DREE
agreements which art' late in being
signed, but are expected to clear
Ottawa shortly .

Mr. C~rter said extra money will
obviously have to be found to fund
several new projects which will be
announced throughout the year as
negotiations are concluded with
Ottawa and other countries. He
declined to comment on these
directly, but. it was suggested by
officials In his Department, that thiS
would Include "co-operative
fisheries agreements" with other
nations and would definitely include
seecndary-processing ventures and
tesncre fishery diversification
programs designed to take ad­
vantage of expanding markets for a
variety of species not norm al.ly
caught and processed In
Newfoundland at present. (se e story
on page 10 regarding 200-mile limit
and its ecnsecuenees.r

Mr. Carter said the money from
Ottawa would treble or quadruple
the spending set aside by the
Province for DREE participating
program• . The Province has put
about $1.5-million;into its coffers .
mating the potential DREE share
somewhere between M-million and
se-mtmcn.

Other possible projects which
would be looked into during the
upcoming fiscal year. he said. in­
cluded fish farming, both fresh and
salt water species. delivery and
processing system Improveme~ts

and boat building substdtaattcn
increases.

WALTER CARTER

If this takes place, there will be
another 30 or 40 jobs created and
that would take care of all the labour
force on the Island.

The fish Is now caught, landed and
filleted and is shipped out in plastic
bags packed In ice to Harbour
Breton where further processing
and freeZing takes place . However,
B.C. Packers have told the Herring
Neck Plant that this results in a
rather high overbead because they
have a lot of trouble with their
trucks. U the plant was expanded
jack freezers could be brought in
and the fisb would be frozen and
packed at Herring Neck and stored
in N!Crigerated trailer trucks . Then
it would be only a mauee of getting
the trucks to pick it up and go on
with It.

The herring plant is only one of
many projects undertaken by a very
active Development Association :
The plant has its share of problems,
but enthusiasm and hard work runs
high in the area , and when a com­
munity is wilUng to donate time to
build something. the operation has a
greater chance of meeting with
success.

budget
called a se-muncn cut in fishery
spending, said the department
would be, if anything, spending
more than ever in Its continuing
attempts to develop and organize the
Newfoundland fishing industry .

He stressed that last years '
budgeted amount of $22.7 million
included many programs (for a total
of $1l.4 million) which will not be
continued in the forth-coming year .
Among these is the Marine services
Centre Progr am , which accounted
fOT some $5.5 million; the Gear
Replacement Program. for $1.5
millionr and. the Special Fish Plant
Water Supply System Program ,
which spent$4.6-mi llion.

All of these programs are finished.
or almost completed, he said.
making the budgeted amount for
1976-77, $16.1million, very realistic.
He said $10.1 million of revenues to
meet this spending has been ac­
counted already and the remainder

wider on each side and 4 rt.longer on
the front . A lot of pressure had to be
applied to the federal government
because the funds had been
previously turned down.

At the moment there is a need for
a larger parting space. because aU
the fish is shipped out of Herring
Neck to Harbour aretce. Large
trailer trucks come down and
there', no place for them to t.urn
around . The Department of Hlgb­
.ay, has been approached along
.ith the provinci al ruheries and
they aee going to look into it this
comlng year . The steep incline down
to the plant also need, to be paved
because large trucks coming up and
down there have torn up the road .
This will probably be done when the
paving equipment is in the area.

Right now the water supply is
inadequate and the plant hopes to
get a year-round water supply. Even
though there is a fairly good Intake,
there I' not enough pressure.

A plan to expand the plant has
been discussed with B.C. Packers,
the Department of Fisheries and the
Department of Rural Development.

The Newfoundland fisherman is
being "misled" and "set up" by
politicians and newspaper eclum ­
nllts regarding the benefits of the
new provincial budget brought down
in March . At least. that is the gist of
Walter Carter's most recent public
statements about the upeoming
year.

He said the Newfoundl.nd
fisherman is a proud worker in a
growing industry - an industry that
is filled with hope and potential
beyond the wH.sl dreams of
aoyone lo imagine . He explained, In
a recent press conference, that the
changing scene in international hsb
industry talks will bring to
Newfoundland a glon ous future as a
catcher, processor and exporter of
fish products.

Mr. Carter, whose initial reason
for the press conference was to'
straighten out the government's
position regarding what has been



I Fishell future full of promise I
Some of the ramifications of the Law of the sea Conferences were

Canada unilaterally declaring a 200- not being very productive towards
mile economic management zone this end. and he suggl."sted that
for Atlantic fisheries were discussed Canada would have to make its
by Walter Carter. Newfoundland's move soon.
Ftsbertes Minister in a recent in- He said such a move would force
tervtew. Canada to dropout of ICNAF, and he

Mr. Carter. who has recently suggested that the withdrawal
returned from a viewing trip to notice would be given in an ICNAF
seven European nations. said the meeting in the Caribbean in June.
basic result would be agreements Such a notice would take effect in
with those nations that Canada's January, 1971, he said, and this tied
surplus catches would continue to go in with the United States intentions
to the countries where the demand of declaring a 200-mil(' limit in
exists. March 1911, with or without In-

He said that many countries are ternational sanction.
interested in catching the portions of If the United States made the
the Canadian-set-quotas not being decision Canada would make it also
caught by Canadian effort, which without world agreement, and he
will take years to deve lop into full suggested that. in the light of several
potential. These "joint ventures", agreements signed, and pending
Mr. Carter speculated, would in- with other Nations (Portugal for
elude on-short' processing, both instance), that this would not have
prima ry a nd secondary, of those the serious international reper-
catches before tne product was cussion as many people think.
exported to the nations involved. Mr. Carter said he was aware 'of

Mr. Carter said the need for some of the restrictions and
prima ry processing facilities was pressures on Ottawa not to take the
not great, as Newfoundland's fish action. but he said, he could not
plants a re now working to only 30 discuss them. He felt that the move
percent of their total capability. He would be made anyway, and that the
dodged the question of who would future would only get better for
pay for secondary facilities. but Newfoundland's role as a fish cat-
admitted that some foreign money cber and processor.
would have to be in evidence. Along with the licensing program

He also suggested that. as the need of the federal government (see
for the huge European trawlers and stories starting on pa8e 2),the
other catching Ileets became ob- developing economic zone situation
viated in European countries , and the good relalions struck with
Canada could be offered these on nations fishing in Newfoundland
lease, lend or straight sale basis. for waters. the future indeed does look
very 800d prices. thereby inereastng rosy. The only fear expressed bemg
its catch capability on an increasing in fishery circles Is that the
basis each year. To build. at home. development of onshore facilities to
the required shipping would be too service foreign markets not be a
expensive. he suggested. one-sided development, with

The basis for all this, he pointed Newfouddland paying for the risks.
out. lies in direct relation to the aUowing the benefits to go elsewhere
likelihood of Canada actually as bas been the case in previous
declaring the 200-mile limit. HE'said industrial development schemes.

Fishing boat
costs soaring

As the cosh of building and
equipping fishing boats Is in­
creasing. we thought It might be
worthwhile to review the subsidy
and financing arrangements that
are available from the federal and
provincial governments. and to
make note of plaCM where they have
been changed since the last time we
talked about the prDCe$$ (Feb. 19751.

The provincial Fisheries Loan
Board has the responsibility for
making loans and giving bounties
for boats. but - the federal subsidy

'0

for large boats has changed p laces
and Is now gotten through the
Federal Department of the En­
vironment. Fi$herles and Marine
Service. Fishing Veuels Subsidy
Division. This subsidy has been
reduced from Its original 50 percent
rate 1035 eerceet.,

The provlndal loans are given
contingent to the appr oval of the
federal board. Tied Into the syst~

is the new policy that such approval
is given only to properly UCMSed
fishermen.

Once approval Is gained 'rom the
federal people. the fisherman must
make application for the loan sec­
tlon of his financing. LOllins are for
ten years and are repaid at 3.5
percent per year. LOllins are made

only to people between 19 and 60,
who are Canadian citizens holding
the proper certlflcatesand licenses.

For new boats the applicant must
be willing to put up a 10 percent
downpayment on the estimated cost
of the bOllIt; to agree tnet the boat
must be fully Insured against I~s,

payable to the Department. for five
years, and he must agree to fish the
boat for a period of five years.

The bounty Is paid on a tonnage, or
per foot basis. and while amounts for
different bOllIts vary grNtly. It Is
safe to say that these have dropped
well below realistic help to the boat
owner. They are based on old
figures. but officials of the fisher"ies
department have Indicated that they
may be revised upwards this year.

The boat that Is paid for under the
scheme would be more than 20' and
the scheme covers the total cost for
a flshing·ready boat .

The four sources of funds; the
loan. the bounty , the subsidy and the
downpayment; are lumped and paid
out by the Fisheries Loen Board to
the contractor. Although. In areas
where boats are built under
"backyard construction" by the
Individual. the Individual may be
granted the fUMS. The down­
payment can be supplied to the
pr ocess as the required percentage
of the estimated cost in terms of
labor and - or materials.

The costs of boat construction has
doubled in the past year or so, board
officials said. The cost of a new 60
foot boat has risen from $1.50,000to
abou t $2.50.000.This means that the
successful applicant must be able to
provide $25,000 In cash. materials or
labor. The Insurance rates. and the
10000n repayments, even at low fn­
terest, can be expected to take a
ma lor chunk of the owner's share of
catches. Many fishermen are for­
ming companies to get around this
problem.

Places where boats can be con­
tracted for In NewfoundlaM are G.
and C. Shears of Rocky Harbour;
Gordon Pittman. Rocky Harbour;
Inter na t iona l Grenfell Association.
St. Anthony; S. T. Jones. Little Bay
Islands; Carpenter Shipyards Lrd.,
Port Union; Henry T. Vokey and
Samuel Vokey. Trinity T.B.;
Clarenvllle Dockyard and Ship­
builders ltd.• Clarenville; James
McEntergant. Olldo, T.B.; H.
Wareham, Admirals Beach; R. and
L. Grandy Ltd., Fortune; 8ay
O'Espolr Enterprises ltd.. St.
Albans; Port aux Cholx Shipbuilders
and Supply ltd.. Port aux ChcMx.
and. Ernest Rodgers. Trinity. 8.B.
Private builders. many of 'Nhom
build smaller boats. are common.
but II they attempf large boats they
find It hard to sell ttwir productS!!Ind
anyone building larger thoIn 15 teet
musf I'\ave a permit to do so.
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Bay St. George can probably boast of the most
nrled and rich heritage of BOY part of the
Province. but it also can claim some of the most
pressing economic problems.

Indians. French. lristi, Scots and Englisb all
seWed in Bay St. George. Today most groups
have intermarried and individual cultures have
been absorbed by the larger Newfoundland

culture. Loss of identity coupled with depen­
dencyon a short lived wage eeoncmy brought by
tbe Americans to the Stephenville area, have
created problems for the people althe Bay.

The following stories describe the gOOdand the
bad points of Bay St. George, shackled by its
poverty and blessed by its people.
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OSCAR PHILLIPS

CHARUE CORMIER

the plan to put a road between
Mainland and Cape St. George. He
sees the road as being a boom to at­
tract tourists and their business. and
as an opportunity for keeping some of
the Stephenville-spent dollars in Cape
St. George.

He explains that some $25,000 will
be spent on a LIP project to cut a
skidoo trail between Mainland and tbv

sheep. We always used to have a
garden.

"There was a lot of co-operation
among people in those days.
Everybody would help eacn other.
You can have what you like here, but
nothing is going to work if the people

~are all against one another.
"Theff' really isn't anything for

the young people to do around here.
The Province will have to get
productive again." •

Cape merchant
wants new road

Oscar Phillips has been In business
in Cape St. George for the past 17
years and he says his business is
stable, but he would like to see more
growth in the community.

Mr. Phillips, who claims more than
75 per cent of the spending from the
community goes to Stephenville
businesses, suggests that there is a
need for services which could be
located on the Peninsula. A bank, a
drugstore and some more activity in
the fishery would all be an asset.

Mr. Phillips says the community
was pretty backward until a few years
ago, but now a better educational
system has meant that many of
the young people move away to find
work. He blasts the government (or
not ha ving a fisher)' development plan,
and he says many more people would
take part in the fishery if there were
harbour facilities somewhere along
the shore.

He ceertes the lack of co-operation
between residents of the community
and says.that even while he didn't like
taxes, he pays them because that is
the only way to keep the community
active.

Mr. Phillips is a strong supporter of

Cape reslclent '.In.' goocl olcl days
"I think Ulis bringing back of the

French culture is good. I spoke
French all my life. AU the people up
here were French, and half of them
couldn't speak English at aU. I
suppose the bringing back of the
French will probably be good for
travelling, although it won't help you
to live.

"If they could start something
down here big enough for everybody
to have a job. they would be aU right.
but I think they ere wasting. lot of
money. They spent S2S0,oooto build
a park and it Is not kept up. This
winte r they got another project for
cullinl trails for the snowmobile to
go to Mainland. The government
isn't getting a cent back from these
things. They ue only in lhis to give
work to people. People never had as
much money as they have now. In
my day it was 3c to post a letter and
you had a job to get that. There was
no cash, it was all trade.

"The way it is today, I think, is
that companies are afraid to start
something because the minute it is
started, the first thing there is a
strike going on.

"I think it would be better to put
money towards agriculture, not
industry, so people would get back to
the land, and raising cattle and

Charlie Cormier w.u born In
Sandy Point, outside of Cape 51.
George's, and moved with his family
to Cspe St. George's whrn he was a
baby. His family was one of thl"l't"
origiDal settler families on the Cape,
and at the age of 9 he wen! into tht,
fishing business with his father. For
the last 60 years he has fished for
lobster and rod in the waters around
Bay St. GeorGe.

Although he bas Dever bad any
formal schooling, Mr. Cormier
understands that in order for life to
get better, productivity has to in­
crease, not just in the local area, but
throughout the country.

Mr. Cormier who said be is just
going to sit bad: and watch the
"world go to hell" for tht>Ume left to
him, is an arocul.te spokesman for
his community and his French
cullure. The followiog is an edited
version of his rt'marks made in a
recent interview.

"We would sait our fish and dry it.
I never sold any fresh. We would fish
in the spring until the last of May
and we would fish lobster for June
and July, and then we would stop
and make the hay and then start
fishing again in the fall. In a good
year we would ha ve over a hundred
quintals. I always had animals:
sheep, horses, cows.

In the fall, after the fishing was
over, sometimes we would go in the
woods. We would cut for uowater's.
We would get IlOcand $1.00 per cord.
We used to cut and saw wood to
make our own boats and houses.

"When the Base came it spoiled
everything. Joey never helped when
he came in either, because a lot of
people went on weuere and they
didn't go to work arter. He was a
good man, but if he had been a strict
man Newfoundland would be better
off now. The tinerboard mill is the
ruination of Newfoundland.

"I don't think the people will leave
here, because to leave here and go
somewhere else to lin is pretty
hard. If I were a young man I
wouldn't be able to make a living out
here. The fish prices are very high
now. The price they get for a pound
of fish is what I would get for a
hundred pounds, one time. I sold dry
fish for a dollar a quintal.

"Strikes are what put everything
up. We used to pay 15 cents for
homemade butter and now we pay
$1.50. But it never was so bad that I
have to waIT)' where my next meal
was earning from.However...I did see
some people who got like that. We
had the cattle and lambs which
helped a lot. '

"I think there is something wrong
with the people today. They are
spoiled. The)' are in the habit not to
work.



Cape. "The Gover nment IS paymg
that money out and they have a heavy
equip me nt school in Ste phe nville
which does litt le in the way of actual
work. except dia;ginll: holes and fiUin~

them in again. Why can't they use the
school to make a summer road. The
costs wouldn't be that much greater
and the people in the school would
have real, practical experience.
something they are not getting now."

Mr. Phillips says the fishery IS the
only resource the area can count on
for lon~ term development and
stability and he has harsh words for
the government 's indust rial
development schemes in Stephenville
"The Linerboard Mill," he says. "was
doomed from the start."

He says the Island should have been
trying to maintain lower wages and
should have been suppor t in g
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progra ms in whic h people could be
se lf-su pporting over the years. Now,
he says. any s mall scale efforts to
fish, fa rm a nd subs ist in a rural way
a re dam-red by big business and biR
enterprises rromtne mainland.

"The only thing I could think of
doing whe n I was a young man was
being a lumberman or fisherman
because that was what my father and
everyone else did around me. " He
says the new vocational schools are
good in some ways. but harkemng
back to his ideas about the road. he
feels there should be more op­
portunity to gain experience before
the graduates are put into the work
force.

He ex plains that the Council in the
Cape hasn't been ettecuve so far, and
a lot of trouble has been caused
because some members are not

residents In the community all the
time. Many men work in the woods
and come horne only on weekends and
some fish away n om home most of
the year.

He says there used to be a good
agricultural co-op in the Cape but it
collapsed after some financial
troubles. He supports the idea of
having a greenhouse opcranon in the
area and suggests that aanccuurc
courses be offered to those interested
in learning small farm techniques .

Other things Mr. Phillips reets are
priorities for the Cape include a small
camping park. preferably asscetatec
with the road over the hill to Mainland
and an old folks centre, includinif a
small nur sing home.

French Community finding its roots

A "French only" concE'pt fo r teac hing in Kin­
df!'rganen has been introduced in Cape St. George and
the results are being watc hed eagerly by school boards
all over the Province.

The project, sponsored by a Secreta ry of State grant
which covers thf!' costs of obtaining a Fr ench teacher
and an administra tor, req uires half of the Kin­
aerssrten class each yea r to choose cerween in­
struction in English or French. The nexl year, in Grade
I, this will be continued and, so on, untillhe chil dren in
the prog ram enter into elementary school wit h r egular
or improved French classes. By this tim e th ey will be
fluent in both langu ages.

The syste m, whi ch has been tried in all the other
provinces previously 10 Ne wfoundland' s proje ct , has
wor ked well, and initia l repo r ts from studies indica te
that the level of compe tency in both working l anguages
is enhanced considera bly over that of the srudems who
take English instruction regul ar ly with French as a
second langu age.

In Cape St. George the fi rst K inde rgart en class is
about to finish. 24 children in th e Fre nch cl asses, some
of It'hom are English·speaking-only at hom e, are
currently attending and next year, in Grade 1 they will
begin to lake full time French instruction.

The organizers of the proj ect say th e children will be

better equipped to cope with classes in any language
and that over the years a solid core of bi·lingual
chi ldren will slowly grow.,

The project came about in the Cape area because of a
general resurgence of the French language and cul!ure
which was all bUI destroyed by the English takeover of
the French Shore in 1905. The French people, the 'old
settlers', of the area were put in a kind of self-imposed
exile and many French customs and traditions were
lost in the ensuing years to the convenience and the
necessil y of speaki ng English.

Some residents have expressed di sappointment that
ther e are not si milar opportunities for bi·lingual
learnin g for adults, and when the report card time
comes this spr ing many par ents will have to learn
Fre nch n pidly, or get help in assessing exae!ly how
well th eir children did for the year.

The Fre nch I mmer sion project, and a community
group, called us Terre-Neuviens Francais, are the
f irst manifestati ons of the resurgence of French
cul!ure in the area , but al ready other schools in the
lJfea are conside ring similar French programs a.ndthe
people of M,inl.nd, especially, are becoming more
vocal of their support of the French ssoects of their
lives.

l
No co-operation,

Adolph Benoit, as • result of a
concerned citizens' movement last
yea r in Cape St. George, became
m ayor of tha t town. Because of
ce rtain ci rcumstances he no longe r
holds that post, but his appreciation
of the problems of the French-

ex-mayor :::inated com munity is a valid

Mr. Benoit explains that the main

complains ~r::;e:eo;~~d~:otC~~~rti~t.th.:;

I
said only 140 of the town's 430 tax­
payers paid up last year and rarely10. do the people in the five com-

munities covered by the Council
work together. .

He said a water system grant for
$250,000 was abused and that an
engineering company had used up
most of the money without really
doing anything eonstrucuve. "Out of
a quarter of a million dollars. I
suppose we had about $SO,OOO put on
the water project."

Mr. Benoit says he wants the
project to revert to the Council. and
he suggests that it come under thO'
supervision of a gove rn m­
!.ogineer at little cost to the CI'



He expressed the fear that the
money will be lost, the water project
will not be completed, and the rest of
the money not forthcoming because
of the mismanagement experienced
to date.

Mr. Benoit is also bitter about a
fire truck that was put in the com­
munity last year . In the spring,
while answering a call to go to a
dump fire in Lourdes, the machine
was turned over into a ditch and had
to be returned to Montreal for
rebuilding. The community has been
without fire truck services since
then and Mr. Benoit says it was
carelessness that caused the ac­
cident.

Mr. Benoit states that the future of
the community is locked tightly into
the future of the whole area,
primarily the Stephenville plan to
establish large-scale, viable in'
dustry on the old Harmon base
property. He doesn't hold any hope
that the fishery or the agriculture
potential of the peninsula will im­
prove .

Mr. Benoit, a Protestant, isn't
reluctant to speak out against the
influence over the community by the
church, and indeed, he hu placed
much blame for the complacent
attitude of the people, and their
unwillingness to work together, on
the church. "The problem is that the
people here, if they want to do
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ADOLPH BENOIT
anything, have to go and ask the
priest. I don't think this is the right
war tc eet,"

Mr. Benoit is one of the few people
in the community who still grows
enough vegetables and produce (or
his family's needs . "Down along the
shore, one time , you could see
everyone had a garden and every
man and his SODS were out on the
water. I don't think when the I

depression comes that we will like it
vel"f much. Everyone is afraid of
wort today. The Americans brou~ht

a new tife in, but I am not saying it
was bad."

Mr. Benoit agrees that life today is

better, rn the long term, than fifty
years ago , but he is convinced that
his neighbours could easily be more
independent from the supermarket
and the wage job. "But. our people
should be pulling together because
we are not getting the gOOd out of tife
that we should be."

"On the other hand," be says, " I
think this God's free country and
Cape St. George is a wonderful place
to live. We aren't bothered too much
by taxes and the problems of
modern life." ,

Mr. Benoit says the community
needs strong outside influence and
direction to properly develop the
needs it is facing, He praised the
people who try and get LIP grants
but he suggested that by taking LIP
money people were continuing a
system they could not stop. He says
there is too much to be done for one
or two men to administer all the LIP
grants and he called for more
government involvement in the
dishing out of grants.

Mr. Benoit says the people of the
community have to realize tha.t the
government has a bottom in its
pocket too, a.nd that soon Cape St.
George will run out of available
government money. He says people
have to realize that government
"will stop putting money in if they
can't see something coming out of
their efforts."

Prospects 'rlgll'enlng 'or
'lie "Ios' ,,.encll" 0' MaInland

Tiny RE'dIsland lies a few hundred out on the island , and when the
feet off the community of Mainland at English takeover of the French Shore
the bitter tip of the Port au Port came in 1905, the character and
Peninsula. It was here that the makeup of the people there chanJled
French settlers of the early 1800's dramatically.
first made their homes . Caught between an £ngllsh

Le Grande Terre. as Mainland was government and a suddenly Io:nglish­
then called (and still is by many older dominated church , Mainland
French speaking people ) grew up residents tried unsuccessfully to cope
around the fishing operation carried with the new. Cnndren acquired

Frencb IJ'OUp bu.ildlng at The Cape.

English names; Mabel, Gladys and
Thomas, and, it is only in the past few
years, with a resurgence of French
culture and language in the whole of
Port au Port, that Anatole, Francois
and Pierre are coming back into
vogue.

The "lost French " of Mainland
were even more sorely put upon in the
great road building booms of the post­
Confederation years . The roads being
built followed the path of least
resistance and went [rom the com­
munity, not over the hills to the
French community of Cape St.
George, but north, along the beach to
the English community of Lourdes.

In a 1939 resettlement scheme,
EnglisbCatholics from Hermitage and
Fortune Bays were placed in Lourdes
to start a farming enterprise. their
fishery on the South Coast having all
but collapsed. The farming effort
never got underway as the Americans
came along and offered wage earning
jobs which were eagerly sought after.
The "old settlers", as the French in
Lourdes are called, were thrust into
the background and lost forever their
voice in community affairs. _



Mabel Bunaay. a prtmary scnoot
teacher in Mainland, ","as of Fre nch
stock but she married a "new se t­
tler" and now lives in Lourdes. She
has been involved in teaching in the
area s ince the l'arl)' 1950's, a nd in­
deed was one of the only people to
finish high school and teacher
tra ining from ~ainland in the 20
years from 1940to 1960,

Mrs. Bunaav. who remembers that
the community had cia e til'S wnh the
French at Cape St George rvwe went
over for every I(ilrdl'n party, weddmg
and holiday there was' J. fou,Ilht lonll
and hard to maunam a school In
Ma inla nd . a srhool where small
children ...ho had trouble with Engttsh
could find a teecbcr to speak to them
in French. The inability to cope wnn
E nglish scnoot work has been cited as
the main reason for till' poor
ae ade mte record of Mainland
students, wno In thE"past. have rarely
gotten through one year of hljo!h
school.

A recent plan es tabhshE'd the
bussing of all Jl;rade. to Lourdes. bUI
after much neaouauon a small two­
room school was built In ~Ialnland

and It accomodates Ktndcraartr-n to
grade two

Mrs . Bun,llay said the school is
necessary . not Just for the sake of
ket.'ping fiH' and six year aids fro m
the ri gors of two hours per day bus
trip, but also, to help tho Fr ench
ada pt mor e casny to the English
ori ented schools of Lourdes.
The community .....-hie-his becoming

mort' and mort' Involved with t he
r evi t al izati on process of French
cu lt ure and language, wa nts, mor e
th an anyt hing, a road across the hill s

RED ISLAND
to Cape St. George . Mrs. Bunllay for F r ench peo ple. has wea kened me
sa id the road would allow the old bargaininlil: power of the Ao~ainland

Fren ch til' S to be renewed . Economic residents, she suggested. But, she
and soc ial conditions would ImpCOVl' predieted tha t things ...'ere chan,Rlnlit
in Ma inland also, sne sug,lle~tPd. a nd th at Mainland people ....ould be

Mrs . Bungay said the ne betweon more voca l in IhE" future reg arding the
Ma inl and a nd Lo ur des has always develop me nt ofthei rcom mu nity.
bee n a fal se one , bu t tha t It was en- She sa id the ed ucational s ta nda rds
cou r aged by the government and the of the eo m m unity ....ere imp rovin g.
churc h. She tell s a s tory 01 her con- wit h man y peop le finishin g hu:h
firmation. Her famil y, a nd the OIhNS. sc hool ea ch yea r and some people
wanted the ceremon y to take pla t e in have even mo ved into the community
Ca pe St . Geor ge . with a Frenc h priest, an d built houses , both signs of a be tte r
a walk of eight mile s over the hill. 'rhe futu re .
priest in Lourdes, however: in whose The- Mainland people, with or
parish Mainl and officia lly res ts, in- wit hout the road to the Cape , will
s tsted th at the ch ildren walk me 12 becom e more involved in their future
miles to Lo urde s for the ritu a l. deve lo p me nt, but the re al s in

Mrs . Bun gay sai d this wa s ty pica l 01 probabl y ties in the fact that they have
ali the affa irs of the residen ts of been walked over for so many ye ar s

~S~i~:~~~h;~~~~oo~t ~~~:'~~~:c~'a~; by politi cal and reuaroos leaders. •

Lourdes future bleak, says mayor
Gerald Smith is the chairman of

th e Community Council of Lourdes
and he hopes that something will
happen in the area to improve
co nditions.

Mr. Smith said the com munity,
whic h really got its start in the late
1930's as part of an experimental
ag r-icultural resettlement program ,
has s truggled a long for a number of
years, and recently bas gotten in­
vol ved in a water supply project.

Most people work in Stephen ville ,
he said, except (or a large con­
tin gen t of Roman Catholic teachers
who tea ch in Lourdes. The com­
mu nity acts as a centr al Catholic
sc hool se r vic e for all the com ­
m uni tie s on the Peninsula 's west
coast.

Mr . Smith said the com m uni ty
never properly developed its fishing
an d farming potential because the
America n base took workers away
from these jobs . " It is only since the
closi ng of the base that a number

GERALD SMITH went back to fishin g." -



I.

Mainland, with a population of forty-odd
families , has its problems: and without its unique
French background, would probably have been
resettled into Lourdes years ago.

II does not ha vestandard com munity services,
like water and garbage collection, and several
attempts to form a community council have
failed because of a lack of support, although the
most rece nt attempt hol ds pr om ise.

The community depends almost entirely on a
sporadic and marginal lobster fishery and work
in the woods-cutting operations around
Stephenville. Many family men are not at home Small house construction in Mainland.
for long periods. further complicating the
problems of developing leadership on a local
level.

Poverty, and isolation, coupled with the lack of
business opportunities have taken their toll,
making Mainland's existence dodgy at the best
of limes.

A road link, aside from the cultural benefits,
would provide a traffic flow through the' com ­
munity. meaning that tourist and road service
businesses could become established in the
community. Fishery production facilities, other
than the existing private one, would be of some
help, intormsnts suggest, and wit h the arrival of
the Canad ian Saltfish Corporation into the area
this upcoming season, such facilities could
provide a valuable focus for jobs and economic Road to The Cape will have to go over hills
stability in the community. behind Mainland.

Mainland needs help

Lourdes future bleak (Continued)

•

" I really don't see anything which
could help Lourdes expand ," Mr.
Smith said. "The only thing would be
some industry comi ng ' to the
Peninsula , but rigbt now there iso 't
anything to attract people . Every
year the community loses so many
people, especially the younger
people ."

Mr . Smith , wbo grew up in
Lourdes, said the Community
Council was interested in getting
more services centralized i n
Lourdes and he mentioned that a
bank braneb, open part-time, would
be a start . He said his personal
concern was that some fishing
facilities be established in the
community, or nearby, so as to
enhance the opportunity for flsbing
as a livelihood.

"I don't think vandalism is any
worse in this community than
anywhere else, but we do have a lot
of damage to the schools." Mr.
Smith explained that the community
ca n' t offer prospe-ctive citizens very
much , unless they were teecbers.
doctors or nurses.

Mr . Smith said the tourist
potential for the Port au Port area

was high, but without a road con­
necting Mainland with Cape St.
George few tourists would be ex­
pected to come .

He explained that the Council was
concerned with the LIP process as it
applied to the Peninsula but that any
employment was welcome . He said
tbe projects themselves were
sometimes questionable, and that
the Council bad asked for more input
into the decis ion-making when
grants were to be give n out,

Aside from a water project and a
dump , the Council bas been COQ­

centrating its efforts on establishing
some recreational fac ilities in
Lourdes. This year's Coundl LIP
grant will go toward building an
outdoor skating rinlr.. An already
established playing field complex
takes ca re of many summer sports.

Mr. Smith said collecting service
fees in Lourdes was difficult and
many people were in arrears wben
he took office in December, He felt
that fees, currently at a $10per year
level, would have to be increa&ed if
the people were to get the kinds of
services they said they needed.

He .ald Council was about to

launeh a cam paign to try and get
more government involvement in
the fisheries development and that
agriculture should be encouraged.

Other items on his priority list are
the establishment of a park system
for the are. and more dose eo­
operBUoo between the leaders 01 the
various communities.

He had "bars h criticism of the UP
process and said in some cases it
had actually taken people away
from the resource-based jobs in
f1stting and farming. " I think there
should be more government in­
volvement in UP projects. They
should be more closely supervised
because there is too much abuse of
the system as It DOW stands."

"The future lor Lourdes isn 't very
bright and It is based on the fishery
and we have got to mate people
realize that. The Linerboard mill
looks like another big mistake and
God help Lourdes if It ever close.
down entirely. But we can't expect
iovernmenl to carry the thing with
sucb big loues forever ."

Mr. Smith , wbc is prindpal of the
elementary school, is ..uiting for
.amething to happen .
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a bit, but otherwise there isn't much
fishing.

"We don't have a council. Wedon't
have anything, It is a community by
itself, We did try to get a local im­
provement committee and we have
sent in to get a community council,
but we haven't heard anything about
it. The way things are here now. I
would say that we are better off
without it when we see what con­
ditions the communities on the Port
au Port have gotten themselves in.

"We have our own school but they
only take up to grade 2. From grade
3 on they go to Stephenville by bus,
which is approximately 15 miles
each way. The school board has
given us the privilege that if we teet
that the weather is not suitable for
us to go then we don't have to go. In
the last few years we haven't had
any trouble with the roads. The
biggest problem we have is getting
the road salted. They are very lean
in salting the road, but since we put
a piece in the paper, it has been
great.

same reasons.
Mr. Bourgeois said there was a

community stage in Winterhouse,
where if some repairs could be
made, fish could be put into salt
there for drying. The problem with
the stage was that it was built in a
rush and built in the wrong place.
Heavy storms lashed the area the
first winter it was built and the
beach eroded around the building
and buried it in stones.

He said he had tried to salvage it
but he received no co-operation from
the government. To properly solve
the problem, he suggested. the
building should be salvaged and
moved to a more advantageous
location,

Mr. Bourgeios said he agreed with
the new lobster regulations which
have limited the number of people
able to hold licenses, but he said
many people would feel resentful
about them because they didn't fully
understand why they were being
enforced.

He said the Peninsula could look
after itself if all the resources were
managed properly. "It will require a
lot of supervision, something we
have not had enough of in the past.".

Boswarlos, dubbed "tbe lost
community". by people on tbe Port
au Port. is unique in many ways. It
is tbe only totally Protestant com­
munity in wbat is predominantly a
Catbolic area and it is the only
community on the Peninsula in
wbicb there is no unemptoymem.

Any connection between tbese two
facts must be left to the sociologist
but, in the meenume. the com­
munity is slable and well off.

Earl Short, "the boss of
Boswarlos", drives a school bus for
a living, ferrying elementary and
high school children from
Boswarlos, Aguathuna, and PorI au
Port East into Protestant schools in
Stephenville. We talked to him.
between bus runs, and what follows
is an edited version of that in­
terview.

"The population of Boswarlos has
got a voting list of 159, about 80
families. Mosl people work in
Stephenville. We have no more than
2 or 3 families who lobster fish only,
and when the capelin come in we jigHOWARD BOURGEOIS

Resource-based
economy must develop quickly

the future.
Mr. Bourgeois was the president

of the local fishermen's co-op, which
collapsed recently, and he said there
was a lesson learned from this
event. He said people on the
Peninsula have to begin to work
together to solve all the problems.
but he has no answer as to how that
can be attained.

He said the fishing business has
been pretty well serviced in Black
Duck Brook and that gear hasn't
been hard to come by, although he
pointed out that most fishing is done
on the western side of the Peninsula
aud that storms have continually
wrecked gear.

"There was no organization in the
fishery last year at all," he com­
plains. and he holds hope that the
planned entry into the salt cod
market by the National Sea
Products Company, acting as agents
for the Canadian SalUish Cor­
poration, will give a much needed
boost to the lagging fishery,

He called for more fish processing
to take place in the area, thereby
leaving a greater benefit for the
people involved. The CQo-Op failed to
stet that support and he suggested
that National Sea might find
operations there difficult for the

Bosworlos is on top of it all

Howard Bourgeois is a happy
mao, or at least that's the im­
pression he gives when you talk to
him, He is a part-time farmer and
fisherman in Black Duck Brook, a
community of some-to families.

Mr, Bourgeois likes Black Duck
Brook and he feels it has a good solid
future based on the fishery and
farming.

"I don't think it is like hanging on
to something hopeless to live down
here all my life and I am still doing
it,"

He said the community is
depending more and more on other
communities for work and
schooling, but that there is a lot of
good land left in the area for farms.
The community lies at the base of
the long sharp point of land on the
western side of the Peninsula.

Mr, Bourgeois said some men fish
both sides of the point, especially the
men from Long Point (they resettled
to Black Duck Brook three years
ago) who return to their homes each
summer. There are plentiful sup­
plies of herring, halibut, lobsters
and cod in the area,

The tourist potential is underrated
in Port au Port, Mr. Bourgeois said,
and he pointed out that the area
would have to take advantage of it in

•



BOSWARLOS - "THE LOST COMMUNITY,"

"We have a parks and recreation
committee and we got a grant in 1973
for $2,000. This was a gift and we
bought playground equipment and
put it on the school field. We spent all
but $800 which we still have. We are
trying to get some sort of a skating
rink, but we can't get the land. one
piece is suitable, butlhe people want
$2,000 for it. W£'are just holding the
$800 in case scmeuung else comes
up .

"We have wonderful beaches
which are good for the children in
the summer time , so we may clean
up the beach in one area and have it
especially for swimming and have
ropes out around with markers and
lire jackets. and things like this . We
don't have anything, if our teenagers
want some enjoyment of some sort,
they have to go to Stephenville.

"I would say that 90 percent of the
people in Boswarlos are working.
whatever happens in Stephenville,
we get the etreet. I think the future
looks great. I don't think the mill will
ever close out, but I do think that we
should nave another industry here .
Boswarlos will d£'finitt!ly not grow
unless there is more work.

"Aquathuna did approach us •
couple of times, wanting us to tie in
with them on a council. W£' had a
meeting, and we had about 60 per­
cent that did agree, but then a few
rumours got around and they
decided not to join. W£' definitely
have problems with our water, and
sewerage is also a big problem.

"We did try to get a water system,
but they only had $2,000 for a well
drilling prefect and they got down
125 feet but there wasn't enough
water there to supp ly even the
houses in that area so they had to
quit.

"We also have a garbage problem.

We have to just throw it over the
banks, and this means polution. The
three things which we need in
Boswarlos are a water system,
sewer system and garbage collec ­
tion.

"A lot of people grow their own
vegetables in the summer, but it is
not that man)". Last year was the
biggest time that I ever saw people
planting. The way Boswarlos is now,
is the way I think you will always se-e
it.

"Boswartos is a great place to live
and bring up your kids . \\ I.' get a lot
of visitors in the summer time. \\ 'e
have never had enough unemployed
to get a LIP grant or anything like
that . The people who are not
working in Boswarlos are disabled
There is no one down there at the
present time that is out of work ." • EARL SHORT

Ml'S. d£'Groot said the WI has
good inputs into the Development
Association and the recently
formed CES group for the
Peninsula , but that it was in­
terested in developing its own
industry also.

Mrs. de-Groot said the future of
the area can only see develop­
ment based on the resources of
the land and the sea. and most
importantly the traditional skills
of the women and men who live
there.

One group, the WI branch in
Black Duck Brook, obtained a
LIP grant, paying several
members to teach other women.
how to knit. The goods have been

r-----Wo••n'. group-----,
h.lplng ar.a grow

The Women's Institute, a crafts becoming interested in getting a bought consistently and the
and home-making group that pottery shop underway, and Mrs . projects have been turned back
grew out of the old Jubilee Guild, deGroot says, that is just the into buying more materials.
is very popular in Port au Port beginning.
Peninsula, and they bave formed "'Mrs. deGroot said it wasn't
what is the basis of a well- good enough to me-rely try and
developed home industry in the sell to tourists who happened by .

area. The WI on the Peninsula would be
Molly deGroot. of Loul"des, is involved in establishing markets

leader of the WI in that ecm- outside the area for the goods
munity, and already she has produced by the women in the
commanded two successive LIP future.
grants to make over an older
building as a WI crafts centre.

The WI, which focuses its at­
tention on knitted goods,
weaving. erocheung and similar
hand erans, in Lourdes, is
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Business
firm changes
with times

One of the tew people on the Port
au Port peninsula who hold, any
optimistic vtews about the future for
the area is Col. A.J. Abbott.
currently the leader of Abbott and
Haliburton Co. Ltd .. "the oldest firm
on the West coast,"

Mr. Abbott is the third generation
Abbott to run the business, which
was slarted in 1886 on "the
Gravels", the thin stretch of beach
which connects the Port au Port
Peninsula to the rest of tbe
Province.

Mr. Abbott said the Company has
changed its emphasis over the
years. and is currently involved
establishing its building supply
business. However it stili maintains
a line of fishing equipment, farming
gear and the standard groceries.
hardware and drygoods. The store is
also heavily involved in the
wholesale business and provides
goods for most of the small retail
stores scattered throughout the
various Port au Port communities.

Mr. Abbott said the business has
surtered with the general decline of
work and money in the area. but that
the potential for the area is great,
and as soon as. some plan can be
found to make the area
economically stable, business op­
portunities will grow.

The firm, started by Mr. Abbott's
grandfathl'r, who was a tinsmith,
built Its foundations on the supply of
tins to the lobster canning industry,
which in its heyday provided a huge
proportion of the New York and
Boston markets. The old man
worked as a tinsmith and provided
tins of his own pattern until 1925.

The Haliburton name became
associated with the store in 1907
when a local. independent
businessman bought into the Abbott
firm. When Haliburton, who was
related to the Haliburton's who had
dominated Bonne Bay business for

many years. retired in 1921, the
Abbott family decided to ret. in the
name.

The oldest Abbott died in 19311.
after putting...s3 years into the
business. His two sons took over and
between them served 125 years. Col.
Abbott. after retiring from the
Canadian Forces as an engineer,
took over the company in 11174, upon
his father's death. His sister and a
first cousin help to run the family
enterprise.

Like all Newfoundland family
businesses success is measured not
in the empire you can build as much
on your ability to adapt to changing
circumstances. Col. Abbott ex­
plained the firm has managed to
adapt very well. At one time they
had as many as seven branch stores
on the peninsula, but this has been
reduced to two. in Three Rock Cove
an d Picadilly.

" I think there are still a lot of
industrious people around here," he
said, a nd he explained that there
was an agricultural industry getting
started. With the talk of mineral
wealth in the area becoming more
strident, he sees the future looking
brighter than most.

However, Mr. Abbott doesn't look
to the past for his hope. He feels the
salt fish industry is lost forever. "If

the salt fish industry caught on
again, I don't think it would be
worthwhile for this company to
become involved. There used to be a
lot of expertise in the company ill
this business but it is gone DOW. ThiS
is the sort of competition which we
would not be prepared to
challenge."

Mr. Abbott added, "Generally
speaking this type of firm is
disappearing, but we think there is
still a place for it. We get people
from the entire area coming here for
everything from a needle to an
anchor, mostly because other firms.
don't carry these things."

In 1953 the firm moved from under
the headland on the island side of the
"the Gravels" to the peninsula side.
The store is new and much 'rerger
tha n the original store, which was
destroyed by heavy ice and storms
10 1952. Two of the original out­
buildings were taken to the new site
and still are used as warehouses.

The founder's tools and equipment
for tin making are still in the firm's
eosseeercn and in good working
condition. Col. Abbott speculated
that they would make a fine museum
exhibit if the opportunity lor a
Heritage Village set-up were to
come to the West Coast of the
Province. •

"Tbe Graveb" - Abbott', old store wu at left oa the orf&1na1laDd . pit that
joiu Port.u Port Pell1naula to the ialand of NewfoundlaDd.
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"United we don't get along and divided we tam"

Port au Port Peninsula:
Co-oper ation
could be key to development

Sheep.re ,Ull popular in maDy loWDS.

By Tor Fosnaes
Until the Depression, the

hard-working people of the Port
au Port Peninsula were a con­
centration of producers all to
themselves. 'They canned
lobster and dried fish and
supplied large markets in
Halifax and Boston for years.

Supplemented by home gar­
dening, animal husbandry and
wood cutting, the lobster and
cod fishery allowed Port au Port
people to be self-sufficient and
the)' were proud of what they
could do . All this ended when the
Americans came.

That last statement is not
meant to be a criticism of
Americans as much as of the
government which was too blind
to see, or 100 stupid to realize .
that working for Yankee wages
wasn't developing the com­
munities the way they should
have been developed. The latter­
day consequences are awesome.
Included in them is the nearly
defunct Iinerboard mill, a
monumental economic white
elephant sold to the Smallwood
regime by John C. Doyle and

others, and a series of empty
buildings constructed through
LIP grants.

Everyone who grew up on the
Port au Port Peninsula in the
last 25 years has lived off wages
earned at Harmon. Or they have
struggled in an unsupported,
overexploited fishery to meet
the wage-based standard of
living enjoyed by Yankee em­

. ployees. When the American
decision to pull out of Harmon
came in the mid-1960's, rather
thae take a long look at local
development and improvements
in the fisheries and agricultural
industries, the government
chose to eventually go into big
industries.

Slowly, over the years, as
welfare payments increased,
something desperately needed
to be done. The Harmon corn­
plex, complete with decaying
dreams of turning American­
built buildings into industrial
locations, didn't work.

The ALCAN electrical power
transmission cable plant at
Harmon stayed open long
enough for ALCAN to fill its
contracts with Churchill Falls.

This enables the power
generated to be carried to
Quebec at low prices for resale
to New York at high prices. The
brewery located on the old base,
changed hands, closed, opened,
changed hands, closed and
opened again. The Harmon
located pre-fab house business,
Atlantic Design Homes, barely
exists from season to season and
rarely sees the market demand
which was predicted at the
inaugural ceremonies. A hockey
stick plant, a furniture factory,
a fibre-glass boat building plant
and other industrial develop­
ment ideas never even got
started.

As part of the flawed
development policy that says
any jobs are more important
than a sta ble industry, the
Labrador Linerboard Mill has
tried to maintain the high wage
record it found in the area. All
through the bumpy construction
phase, including a takeover by
government, high wages were
paid, but a period of weak
markets has meant the
government must foot operating
losses that. in 1975, totalled
more than S20million.

Even when operating, the Port
au Port gets little benefit from
the mill. outside of the odd job in
the woods. Even those disap­
peared this winter when
papermakers went on strike.
causing the mill to layoff all
woods personnel. VIC benefits
came through to keep people
alive. but a winter of no work
can play havoc with people's
attitudes.

The problem of being caught
between a non-functioning in­
dustrial society, full of promise
and little else. and a hard­
working traditional society, is
that once the industry disap­
pea rs people are spoiled and do
not want to return to the old,
more hard ways.
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On the Port au Port Peninsula.
in these times. the people have
turned to another form of wages,
the government "make work"
wages. In Port au Port this
winter alone some $635,000 will
be spent offering some jobs until
June. Then the Ule takes over
until people can get more LIP
grants next winter .

The value of work done
through LIP is sometimes
questionable and in many cases
a lack of stringent government
qualifications, standards and
Iollcw-up merely compounds the
normally expected abuses of the
LIP system . Community
leadership, even when guided by
the most high-minded of
motives. is Immediately
suspect. One man , who was
responsible for 36 LIP ap- lllneralHrom........w-.plaalUelllDuecJ,.tAau.thun•.
plications , 17 of which were
granted , is praised in one
community and cursed in the
next for "getting more out of it
than he is saying". Such a lack
of enthusiasm, co-operation and
effort for working closely with
others to solve the Peninsula's
problems is more damning than
anything the people mayor may
notdo.

In many cases expediency,
based on political reasoning, has
been the rationale for "go"
decisions on grant applications.
Getting any job has replaced the
inherent value of the work itself.

Rarely does any serious
questioning by government go
into the project's eventual
outcome in community terms.
The fact that recreation ac­
tivities are not organized enough
to warrant the new centre's Lobster l ear ready for thil aessoo'soperaUona.
existence plays little role in the
initial granting process. And
there is little planning, if any,
for the future use of the new
recreation centre, or skidoo
trail.

Unused. built sometimes by
shoddy , or inexperienced, work­
manship; prey to wind, weather
and vandals, many LIP project
buildings are ruined before they
see mucb use.

The fishery has failed,
although Port au Port residents
try year after year to make a go
of it, and lobsters, still the
biggest money maker, have all
but disappeared in many
traditional lobster grounds. The
agriculture potential of the area
is high, but it stiU lies un-
touched. One experiment in
resettlement by the Commission NewIobaer pota waitiDI QN"inIID Sheave'. Cove.

F
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Eatabllabed ra.rm. eouId be developed .

Government was to make use of
the fertile soil of the peninsula ,
but the resettled fishermen took
to the water first and then came
the Americans with their at­
tractive wage offers (see story
page 14) . and the agriculture
community never took root.

The despair of the poor in Port
au Port is chilling and the " easy
going" attitude of those who are
' just making it' is damnable;
Port au Port people must begin
to co-operate for mutual benefit.
The problems of one community
must become the problem of
them all .

A false start has been made.
The Women 's Institute, the
Regional Development
Association and most recently,
the Community Employment
Strategy Group are all engaged
in development plans. One
person. who is active on all three
groups, suggested they were
doomed to failure because "it is
the sa me people meeting three
different times, in three dif­
ferent places talking about the
same things" . And these same
things are getting grants and not
letting one community get
ahead of another.

The CES Group is Canada
Manpower's big attempt to save
the area . While it seems, on the
surface, that they now realize
the futility of pumping millions
of dollars into the area at ran­
dom and are now trying to put
together a more relevant ,
" people decided", development
plan, the essential areas of
fishing , farming and crafts are
all but ignored .

Being left to their own
de vices , or even worse the

New bouaH in Piecadill7.
devices of the local DREE, .or
LEAP, backed businessmen, the
essential, resource-based
livelihoods of fishing, farming,
etc . cannot possibly develop
properly. The measure of the
success of the CES planning
group and its federal sponsors
will have to be made in the light
of the collapse of the fisher­
men's CO-Qp which has just
folded from lack of support.

On the Port au Port the
struggle for the buck, having
been played for 35years, has left
a legacy of distrust and an un­
willingness to work together.
The communities themselves

agree there aren't any ethnic
religious or social motives for
their non-co-operative ways and
most people agree that things
started going sour when the
Americans came to start
Harmon.

Perhaps the people of Port au
Port can find solace in their
condition; perhaps they don 't
want any , but regardless of
reasons, what is developing is an
area of the Province totally
dependent upon government for
their existence. And the more
money the government pours in
the less able the people are to
work together and fend for
themselves .
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Bay St. George: rich in heritage
Shore until 1904. The people
of French descent are now
in almost every Bay St .
George community with
the exception perhaps of
Boswarlos which Is an
Anglican-Pentecostal
community, and the
Highla nds-Robinson' s
area.

The people of Stephen­
ville, Stephenville
Crossing, St . George 's , St.
Theresa's, Flat Bay and
Journois Brook are all
decended from a mixture
of people - Preneb, French
Acadian. lrisb, lodian and
Channel Islanders. Jef­
fery's, McKay's and the
Robinson's area are 901%
Protestant and consist of
people mostly of English
and Scotch extraction . For
example, the people of
Highland 's are descen­
dants of the Higblander
Scots,

No where else on the
island can you find an
area made up of people
from such varied
backgrounds. No doubt it is
the combined cultures of
all these people which
make it such a colourful
area to visit and study . •

American base came in
1M2, the airport was placed
on one of the most fertile
areas.

There are still those
people who can remember
the oxen roaming the
Stephenville fields and
Charlie White's farm with
its hundreds of acres would
hold its own against the
finest farms in southern
Ontario.

about 1900and 1915,but the
last people didn't evacuate
the island until after
Confederation.

There are still buildings
on the Island and it haa
been suggested as a site for
a her itage village. It can be
reached from the com­
munity of St . George's by
motor boat in three or four
mtnutes .

Much of Bay St. George
bad fertile soil for farming.
Fox Island Rive r was an
excellent farming area in
the 1900'1 and Stephenville
which use to run from
Kippen. Bridge to Indian
Head, a distance of almO$t
ten mUes, was known for
its rich soil , fiat land, and
relatively few rocks. Un­
fortunately wben tbe

The first people began Captain Campbell who
settling in Stephenville in went to the South Pole with
1841 or 1842. Although Scott also had a
many people claim that magnilicant farm on
Stephenville was called Harry's River near Black
after Stephen Gallant, an Duck. Built in the 1920's the
Acadian who was. the first farm contains one of 'the
chil~ ~rn in !he. com- loveliest and largest log
muruty, ID actuality, It was cabin houses In the

~Brr:aen~, :~t~~ad~~~P~~~ Province. Tod~y his s~n
came to the area in 1846. ~~: :~u~~~eri~~-::wW:i~~

boasts of one of the finest
litUe gardens anywhere
and some of the loveliest
tree s.

Bay St . George was first
setUed by the English. But
the Acadians who came
from Cape Breton and
other parts of Nova SCotia,
and the French from St .
Pierre and France settled
on the West Coast and it
was known as the French

The foll o. lIl.e article
Jbou1d DOtbe taken LD any
••, ... deflniUve b.lItory
of Bay SL George. It II only
mea nt to give the rea der a
few supplementary ide••
aDd facti about the .re• .

Sandy Point, an Island in
Bay St. George was onee
just wbat Its name in­
dicates, a sandy point. It
wa. ccneeetee to the
maioland below the .
community of Flat Bay and
was the bomeollndilos for
many years.

In the late 1700's and
1800's it became the home
of English settlers,
primarily from the
Channel Islands, and by
1850 there were over 1,000
people living on the is land .
It was known as the
commercial capital of the
west Coast.

The railroad came
through the Bay area in
1894. Because the railroad
began to open up the
country (there were no
roads), people began
moving from Sandy Point
to the mainland and what is
DOW the community of St .

George's. about the turn of
the century. The bulk of the
people moved out between

New concept
in education for Bay St. George

There's a new idea developing in
Stephenville which should attect the
Bay Sf. George area in the ne)'t few
years and will change the direction
of education in the Province tOl"
many years to cem.. It's known as a
Community Coll~ and tOl" those of
you who think of a coUege as having
four walls and a well-oeftned
structure, this college is radically
different.

Acco rding to Doug Fowlow. Ihe
Dir e ct or of t he College "the
Depa r fment 01 Education has
rea lized the need fOl" some time of
frying to ce-cretnete their adult
education acflvltles af the local and
regional revet and part of fhe tlrst
phase of the college Is to operate on a
regional level all the Institutions that
the Department at Educaflon now
operates In the Bay area." This
includeS the Distrld Vocational
school In Stephen viIIe Crossing, the

Adult Education Centre i n
Stephenville, several satellite
operafkwls. the tOl"esfrydivision and
fheofferlng at evening and part time
programs tOl" adults.

This community college concept is
being tried out In Bay Sf. George
because all the necessary buildings
fOl" such a college a re already there.
If this college concept is successful,
legis lation will be drafted which will
establis h similar community
colleges In perhaps II dozen regions
around tneprcvrnce.

By May the college hopes to have
ifs first phase completed which
includes not only a college set up on
a regional basis lnot everything
going through St. John's as was the
case In the past), but also an ee ­
vlsory committee which will have a
geographic as well as a professional
cross section at representatives
from the Bay area. If legislation can

be drafted this committee will
eventually be the equivalent 01 a
Board of Governors Ol" SChool Board
in that it will be the polley making
and controlling group for the
college . Hopetully then the
executive committee which is made
up of Mr . Fowlow and the individual
heads of the various already existing
Institutions will then report to the
Board and net to the government.

However, as Mr . Fowlow pointed
out "the two divisions of education
- adult and vocational - have
certain provincial training cern ­
mltments which it negotiates with
Canada Manpower . These provin ·
ctet commitments would continue to
be met under the Community
College system and In that sense we
would ha v e a pretty direct
responsibility to government. FOl"
example, if we decided as a local
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people as we move Into our
programs,"

In theor y the college sOlmdsgreat
In peecuce they have already begur
to respond to indi vidual needs .... thf.
small appliance repair training
program • ... and recreational
training in the areas where there are
new sports facilities.

In an area which has, In recent
years. based its life on unrealistic
hopes. the people dOn'l need another
unrealistic scheme . They need a
flexible training and recreation
program governed by a local body .
And It look s as though that is what
fheyaregeHing . •

also claimed that the building
was a hazard.

About three years ago a Senior
Citizens Home Committee was
formed and plans were drawn
up for a new building . According
to Dr. Averly, the committee
had a lot of trouble with inflation
because it had an original
estimate to build the structure.
- The committee applied to

government for the money and
when it was finally agreed to six
months later, the estimate had
increased from roughly $400,000
to $600,000. From then on every
time the committee went to
government, by the time the
money was gotten , the cost of
the building had increased.
Eventually the committee
submitted a proposal to
government calling for a mUlion
dollars and this coupled with the
$50,000was enough to build the
Senior Citizens Horne

When finished this spring, the
new Senior Citizens Home will
be equipped with 89 beds, There
is going to be an administrator.
a head nurse and certain
number of trained nurses.

George Ross is Director of the
new home and describes the
home this way,

"It's a building which has 6
housekeeping units for married
couples. There are 34 rooms
with double beds. and 9 beds in
the infirmary. It has two large
sun courts. two lounges on each
side of the court and also a

For many years Stephenville
Crossing was the medical centre
for the west side of Bay St.
George. The hospital was large
and old and between $40.000 and
$50,000was collected to up grade
it. But before anything could be
done, the Americans moved out
of Stephenville and the base
hospital became the main
hospital for the area residents.

The old hospital was allowed
to sink into decay and it became
the medical officers clinic.
Today it houses Dr, John Averly
and his small staff at one end
and the Department of Welfare
at the other . Part of the upstairs
is used as a store room for
furniture and the nurses '
residence is USed as a preschool
on Saturdays. When there is a
dentist, he also worts out of the
large building.

About four or five years ago
someone came up with the idea
of building a home for senior
citizens in the Crossing to cover
all of Bay St. George. It was
hoped that the amount of money
raised to upgrade the old
hospital could be used for the
proposed home and after a great
deal of legal problems the
money was transferred.

The old hospital could not be
used for the home because it is
owned by the Department of
Public Works and leased to the
Department of Health and both
departments have difficulties on
agreeing about the use of the
buildinll, The fire department

Mr. Fowlow explained that there
were about 800 par-t-time programs
throughout Bay Sf. George. The
people attend classes primarily In
Arts and Crafts In-such communities
as Cape St. George . Campbell 's
Creek. Lourdes, Sf. Georges and
Heatherton. 'tnere ere alsoabootSOO
students In the Stephenville
program and about 300 In the
Crossings vccetlcnel school. Mr.
Fowlow guessed the population of
the Bay to be approximately 30
35,000 with the adult populatlOtl in
the neighborhood of 15,000 to 18.000.
Based on these figures it is no
wonder that Mr. f'owlow said , " I
think we will be affecting quite a tew
people as we move into our
programs."

New Senior Citizens
Home for Bay St. George

board that we wet'"en" going to dO
plumbing anymore. then we would
have to discuss it with the Province
because they are dependent In part
on the commitment that we have to
train plumbers,"

Mr . Fowlow added. however, that
the advantage of such a proposed
college system Is that at the local
level there can be mere flexibility
and less red tape . Part of the way to
accomplish this Is to establish
community contact committees.
The establishment of these com ·
mlttees would be cOtlsidered the
second phase of the establishment 01
the college.

These committees wilt have two
functions, 1} to convey to the com ·
munity the presense of the com ·
munlty college and to act as the
community outlet tor the college and
2) interpret the needs of the com ·
munity. It Is through these methods
that the college Is taken out of .the
tq'lditional classroom and square
buIldings and put Into the community.

The third phase of the Community
College will be the establishing of
the appropriate programming to
meet the needs that are discovered
through these committees. These
needs might be anything from a
f isheries program that takes place
In the boats to better methods ot
sawmilling.

In addition. Mr. Fowlow described
another functkM"l of the community
coll ege: The development of an arm
of the community college ad ·
ministratiOtl that will be directed
towards supplying education In ­
formation and guidance. He added
that as an aid to community
development in a region. the college
has to be able to supply people with
the necessary information to get on
with development. and in this regard
it will be working closely with
Memorial UniverSity Extension
Service and other agencies.

The Adult Education Centre In
Stephenville originally took all adult
education students in the province.
In recent years other centres have
been set up and now there are fewer
students in Stephenville. Those
attending come from Bay St. George
and the rest are from other parts of
the province.

Mr. Fowlow said, "we anticipate
that as the community college needs
become more defined, new
vocational programs will be
developed In Stephenville as well as
in the (rossing, but there will not be
as clear a division between
vocational and adutt education as
there was in the pasf. Instead we will
be responding directly to expressed
needs . For example, we are starting
a domestic appliance repair course
as a direct result of an enterprise In
Stephenville which had difficulty
finding employees.
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chapel. a lovely dinin g room and
a dietary department. There are
two nurses stations. and a
doctor's and dentist office will
be available. There will also be a
beauty parlour and a barber
shop, a recreation and hobby
room for the men, and a
domestic room for the ladi es .

"Most people who come her e
will be primarily mobil e . If the y

become sick we will move them
to the infirmary or to the
hospital.

"It is 3D interphase home and
is called the Bay St. George
Senior Citizen 's Home . There
will be priority given to this
particular district and after
those applications are con­
sidered then we will go outside.
It is a board operated in-

stitution, operating similar to
our hospital structure and is
therefore duly incorporated.
The Board is also a local board .

"There are many homes
similar to this in the provin ce
such as in Grand Ban k,
Lewtsporte, Corner Brook .
People will not now have to go
outside the community for
Senior Citizen Facilities." •

Stephenville Crossing:
health and community involvement
prognosis good

Fish tails and tales

Dr. Averly is the Medical
Officer in Stephenville Crossing.
He has bee n there for nearly 6
years and covers the district of
Ste phe nville , Black Duck ,
Gallants and George's Lake .
Medical problems are pretty
much the sa me as they always
were, he says , but there has
been a great cutdown on large
famili es. A year or two ago the
Port au Port peninsula had the
highest birt h rate in the world
with an average family of 12.

Dr . Aver!y sa ys heart
problems are not common and
th er e are few diabetics .

' However, ulcers are a com mon
probl em, Mental retarda tion
used to be a problem but now
this is very infrequent and most
children have an average, or
above average IQ.

Yea rs ago Stephenville
Crossing had a reputation for
being a very dangerous place to
live but Dr, Averly feels this
rep utation is unwarranted and is
certa inly not true now.

Nutrition on the whole is very
good. "T his," says Dr. Averly,
"certainly has improved in the
last 4 or 5 years . As a general
rule, people are more nutrition
minded and children are very
well looked after and are very
healthy ,"

Dr. Averly says there is a very
good welfare office and the
moment it is suggested that a
child is Dot being treated very
well, either ph:rsicall}' or
mentally, they are taken out of
the home and placed in a foster
home. However , there is very

little child crutality.
In this area , drinking is a way

of life. However. it is mosUy
social drinking with only the odd
alcoholic case.

Dr. Averly says tha t people
are extremely fri endly in the
Bay S1. George area, and there
is a great community spirit. As a
member of the Lion's Club, he is
involved with the community
centre.

Last year a hall was erected
and is used for bingo, teenage
dances and has been hired for
such things as a dog-training
class. It costs $1,000 per month
to run it and this is spent mostly
for heat, light, and other costs.
Among other Lion's projects is a
Santa Claus parade and a
Christmas party' for the
children. A wheel chair was also
provide d for a woman who was

Alex Lucu, (he falher of nine
children, hilS been a guide for most
of his 70odd resrs. He knows all the
salmon rivers on the west CORsI~lDd
as you talk wilh him, his l.-rist and
arm automatically soap as he casts
his imaginery salmon rod .

Ale x is a colourful character... a
likeable cbaracter and be's capable
of t..~lJing a fel'" fish stont's. D«ts
A wash has printed a few of his
milder ones.

" We had no road in Stephenville
Crossing until the First World War .
Up till then we were beating our toes
a.Uinsl the roclu. Them days wu

discovered sitting at home and
unable to go out.

Much work is being done with
the kids in Grade 's 9, 10 &. 11 in
order to get them interested in
the Lion's Speak-Off .

Dr. Averly also reports that
the re are a number of activ e
church groups and school
groups as well as a park and an
outdoor skating rink. There used
to be a cinema, but that is closed
down.

A new, 2-m ill ion dollar
element ary school will be
opened shortly and Dr, Averly
thinks it will be one of the finest
in the country, It is located next
to the high school. Both
build ings are made of brick and
have all the most modern
conveniences . •

harder than they are today . 1 don 't
know if we were happier in those
days. I suppose we were, but it was a
hardlile.

"People started movin g into
Stephenville Crossing after the r st.
World War . They came from down
east and from St. John 's and fro m
everywhere. They came down to go
fishing . After the test world war the
base opened up and then eve rything
opened up.

"I worked on the railway for thr ee
years and then I went back to the
woods. Lumbering was done here for
, eeuple ol big mills . A schooner
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