





Introduction

Tourism means not only those from the mainland wha visit our province, but also our own peaple who, especially in the
summer months, take to the road visiting our many parks and communities.

In this issue we talk about what to see, how to see it, and about our provincial Department of Towrism and its plans for
the future.

And in our front and back section we talk with Romeo LeBlanc as well as the various fishermen around the pravince
who have been holding fisheries meetings. We also look at howse warranty plans, the Department of Consumer Affairs
and much more.
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Canada'’s Fishing Policy

Canada's fishing industry has a
history of crises, many antedating
the growth of foreign fishing that
helped to deplete fish stocks off our
coasts. Remedial action by govern-
ment has tended to be of an
emergency nature, and this has been
confused with real fishery
development, with the result that
short-term programs, federal
government often conflict with long-
term policy objectives.

The central problem of the in-
dustry is rooted in a conflict between
individual and collective interests.
When an industry is based on a
resource that belongs to all, the
danger of over-expansion lurks
constantly; only rarely do market
forces prevent this. The Canadian
fishery is excessively dependent on
non-diversified export markets,
which heightens vulnerability to

lost elsewhere in the province; for
fish processing, the ratio is one to
1.8. About 75 per centof communities
in the Atlantic region participate in
commercial fishing, and 20 per cent
of these ((approximately 250,000
people) have no other economic
base.

Against this backdrop, the federal
government has produced a 100-
page document which describes the
industry's shortcomings, and offers

policy for the i

where the people are affected.”
Outport dwellers represent one of
the last bastions of rugged in-
dividualism in this country, and they
harbor a healthy skepticism of
‘“‘government men'' who recom-

mend drastic changes in their
lifestyles.
Fisheries Minister Romeo

LeBlanc says that with the co-
operation of all segments of the
industry, it can be strengthened, and
provide a more profitable way of life

Sndlong iarafutare;

The report presents few, if any,
approaches that have not already
been aired during the last couple of
years. But it represents a clear,
concise consolidation of the
government's phil hy and

for its parti But he will not
earn the trust of fishermen with
industrial strategy reports and tables
of statistics. His department must
better demonstrate than it has in the
past, that true consultation will take
place before moving towards im-
of any policy changes.

perception of future direction.

It suggests that fisheries

and
makes our fishermen price taken
rather than price setters.

Traditional fishery policy has
tended to be simplistic in the ap-
pronch tu resource management,

with a
restructuring of the industry for its
very survival. Where adverse social
side-effects, such as reduced em-
ployment opportunities, can be kept
within “‘acceptable’ limits, it
that restructuring and

Ind uncoordinated in regard to in-
dustrial and trade development.

Because fish catching and
processing provides less than one
per cent of Canada's total em-
ployment, the industry has
generally been given a low priority
by the federal government. Fishing
itself—leaving out processing and
marketing—accounts for less than
one-half of one per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product.

However, dependence on the
fishery and allied industries is
especially high in regions such as
Newfoundland, where almost 15
per cent of the labor force is em-
ployed directly in fishing and
processing. For every job created or
lost in fishing, 0.4 jobs are created or

rationalization should proceed:
where damage to the community
would outweigh advantages in the
short-term, the changes would be
postponed.

Between the lines, is the spectre of
small (and often uneconomic) plants
and communities being closed up.
Such a proposition would naturally
not go down well in Newfoundland's
outports where the fishery is the
economic mainstay. But perhaps
this must be part of the price of
developing a viable, vibrant in-
dustry.

Many fishermen will take small
comfort from this underlined
passage in the report: ‘“‘the
department is committed to a
detailed review of every program

Even the most recent report tends.
to masquerade as the end product of
extensive and exhaustive con-
sultation with every sector of the
fishing industry. There is suspicion
that it poses more as a collection of
conventional wisdom, than an ac-
curate reflection of the feelings and
concerns of those most directly
involved.

Nevertheless, the document is a
valuable instrument for extensive
dialogue within the industry, par-
ticularly at a ftime when the
prospects appear good for extension
of national fishery jurisdiction to 200
miles offshore — thereby improving
the opportunity for a fully-developed
shore-based fishery, which is
potentially more efficient than a
distant-water fishery.

“Policy for Canada’s Commercial
Fisheries” should be required
reading for all fishermen. The
report, in both English and French,
is available free from: Regional
Director- General, Fisheries and
Marine Service, Environment
Canada, P.O. Box 5667, St. John's.
Nfld. (709) 737-4419, °

Romeo LeBlanc recognizes Newfoundland's
importance in the fisheries

Just before Decks Awash went to
press on Friday, June 4, Romeo
LeBlanc, the Federal Minister of
Fisheries, arrived in St. John's to
meet with reporters and make the
announcement that by January 1,
1977, Canada would declare a 200
mile fishing limit.

At the meeting he said, “ICNAF
has probably been more successful
than any other international
fisheries commission. Yet in-
ternational co-operation through

ICNAF has failed to avert the crisis
‘of Canada’s Atlantic fisheries. It has
failed to protect the fishermen —
and above all coastal fishermen
from the effects of over exploitation.
Action must now be taken to rebuild
the stocks, otherwise Canada and
the world at large will become a
priceless resource. Otherwise
Canada risks becoming the first
landlocked country with a coast,
depopulated over a large part of its
shores, with its fishermen tran-
sformed into migrants in their own

country. What is needed is effective
management of the stocks, and this
isn turn demands  that Canada
assume jurisdiction over the stocks,
That step will be taken by January 1,
1977. Time is running out and there
is no alternative.”

Mr. LeBlanc went on to say that
the required 60 days nofice of their
intent will be triggered at ‘“‘the time
of our choosing, but early enough to
be operative by the {irst of January,
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1977." He also explained that
Canada already has the legislation
to extend jurisdiction.

In order to ensure that the 200 mile’
is kept, the government has made
preliminary plans and Mr. LeBlanc
said at the press conference that
“we have for the current year
sdoubled our surveillance effort with
the co-uperation of the Department
of Transport and the Department of
National Defense."" Although he said
there was no direct connection, CNR
has turned over the Nonia for an
indefinite period of time to replace
the lost patrol vessel, Cape Freels.
The government received the Nonia
on June 2 and by the time
Awash goes to press, she should be
operational.

At the press conference, Mr.
LeBlanc made clear a number of

ts with regard to the 200 mile
limit and to the reduction of certain
catches off our shore. He said that
the scientific report going to ICNAF
would recommend. in somé cases,
the lowering of catches of certain
species and he gave the example of a
recommendation for one country
which would reduce its fishing by 82
per cent.

Mr. LeBlanc said there has been
no decision in certain areas. This
type of management decision would
have to be made by Canada and be
emphasized that if there was a
surplus of one species ‘‘the deter-
mining as to whom will get access to
that surplus and the terms and
conditions under which they would
have access would also be made by
Canada.” He added ‘‘we may see
that for our own reasons we will
reduce the quota even below our
needs in order to reserve the fish.
However, there will be cases when
the Canadian quota will be 100 per
cent of the allowable catch."

Mr. LeBlanc also made it clear
that as long as a foreign vessel was
fishing within the 200 mile zone
under a Canadian permit for stocks
declared to be surplus, and were
observing the regulations imposed
by the government of Canada, there
would be no problems. However, if
that vessel was fishing without a
permit or in contradiction of the
regulations, the vessel would be
arrested, brought into port, tried,
fined and the catch would be con-
fiscated, and maybe the boat itself.
However, he added that he felt there
would be no such difficulties.

In the course of the press con-
ference, Mr. LeBlanc recognized
that the relations with the United
States were complicated because
whatever happened in terms of
jurisdiction, the two countries would
not be able to move away from each
other. He said, "‘we are now in the
process of discussing with the
United States government

Romeo LeBlanc
Gus Etchegary; middle, Len Cowley.
reciprocal arrangements for the
current year. This matter has been
the subject of consultations at the
highest level with the United States
and we hope that the opportunities
between us and the United States
will win out over the difficulties."
Mr. LeBlanc took the opportunity
at the press conference to explain
why specifically a 200-mile limit was
declared. He said, “if you took a
strictly scientific view of what
should be a coastal state jurisdic-
tion, you would have a very
irregular shaped fishing zone, but
you have to try to live with the world
at large, and it has determined that
a 200-milezone meets the situation of
most world wide coastal states and
gives Canada more than 80 percent
--. perhaps as much as 90 percent
of its atlantic stocks, excluding
salmon, and 100 per cent of its pacific
stocks, again excluding saimon, "'
Another point touched on at the
conference was the recent red fish
agreement signed with Russia.
Although he could not give specific
details, he said it applied only for the
remainder of this year, 1976 and *in
return for a part of the Soviet
Union's quota of red fish, we will
support their request for an increase
in their share of the allowable catch
of northern stock capelin.” He added

aking his 200-mile limit announcement. On his far left,

that *‘the scientists say that capelin
could be fished in the northern
stocks up to 2 million tons. This vear
the allowable catch is 300,000 tons,
The Soviet Union’s share is 160,000
tons and ours, which is nol yet
fished, is 30,000 tons. What we say
for 1976 is that in that unused share
of the stock, the soviet union should

have access to it. I think it is a good
agreement."

Before meeting with the press,
Mr. LeBlanc had met with

representatives of the Old Perlican
fish plant. which burned down this
year. In terms of dollars and cents,
he said it was not feasible to reopen
the plant from a federal point of
view, but explained that one had to
look at the social side of things and
sometimes it would be worse to close
a plant than to lose money and try to
keep it open. He said this also ap-
plied to other small fish plants
around the province which from a
doliar and cents point of view should
perhaps be closed.

It was felt by many &t the con-
ference that because Mr. LeBlanc
had decided to make the 200-mile
announcement in Newfoundland, it
could be said that at long last, Ot-
tawa was beginning to recognize
Newfoundland's importance and
dependence on the fisheries.
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Area meetings stir up interest

In recent months there has been an increasing awareness not only
among development associations, but among fishermen and other
groups as well, that in order to be heard and in order to make gains,
regional meetings are more effective than individual community
meetings. Thus, a number of meetings have been held between
representatives of various groups and communities on the one hand
and members of government. Although in many cases, nothing
concrete has come out of the meetings, both groups have achieved a
better understanding of the problems of each and both groups have
worked towards solutions for the betterment of all.

The following three articles are brief descriptions of three such
meetings and will perhaps serve as an example of both the problems
and successes of holding such meetings.

Detailed reports of the meetings at Goose Bay and Baie Verte are
dvailable for anyone from Decks Awash magazine, 21 King’s Bridge

Road, St. John's, at a cost of S1.00.

Labrador

fisheries

Because the Labrador fisheries
has long been neglected and because
there are many concerns about the
fisheries by the residents of
Labrador, it was decided that
through the newly formed Labrador
Resources Advisory Council one
meeting of representatives of all
Labrador fishing communities
would be held.

At the meeting on April 24 & 25,
1976, there were 28 fisheries
representatives from the federal
fisheries, provincial fisheries, the
Salt Fish Corporation, Labrador
Services, Memor University's
Extension Service, the Labrador
Resource Advisory Council and two
MHA's, lan Strachan and Joe
Goudie.

meeting

fishermen were disappointed that
there were no Cabinet Ministers or
Deputy Ministers because they felt
some definite decisions could have

Southern
Shore
Development
Association

A meeting sponsored by the
Southern Shore Development
Association was held at Ferryland
on May 1, 1976. Its' purpose was to
explore resource development and
to examine some of the problems of
that region. But before development
could begin, the people attending the
meeting said there were a number of
obstacles to overcome first. The
major one was the neglect of the
region by the people in St. John's. As
50 often happens, those areas closest
to major centers are often the most
neglected.

Those attending the meeting said
the southern shore needs quite a bit
of encouragement and help by the
government and Memorial
L i ion Service and

been made if more with
authority were presenl. However,
both government representatives
and fishermen alike were impressed
with the amount of discussion that
ook place.

At the meeting, it was agreed upon
that there were really four distinet
fisheries areas in Labrador: North
of Lake Melville, Lake Melville it-
self, South of Cartwright to Battle
Harbour, and the Straits area.

On the first day, workshops
concerned with the fishery were held;
to consider specific topics such as
regulations, prices, facilities, and

There were also apy Iy 40
fishermen representing 28 fishing
communities in Labrador.

Although delighted at the number
of resource people in attendance, the

futurs
The second day the fishermen met
in their specific areas. A number of
problems arose some of which were
—

Labrador fishermen and fisheries representatives at the Gooa(' Bay fisheries
meeting.

the *‘no show’* of four invited cabinet
ministers (Walter Carter did turn up
as the dinner speaker) did not help.
However, video tapes were taken of
all the speakers at the meeting and
next fall those attending the meeting
plan 1o take these tapes and use
them to stimulate discussions at

meetings held in each community.
The Southern Shore Development
Association is 7 months old and
takes in seven communities from
Bay Bulls to Cappahayden. As there
are few community councils in that
area, the Development Association
is the only effective voice for the
entire sixty miles. It has many
problems to cope with including
getting the RCMP to enforce the dog
act as the roaming dogs are very
ve, to the many sheep and
cattle in the area. There is also a
problem with the fact that both
provincial and federal seats are now
-vunnl. It was also said at. the
that the residents did not

lppeu to give much support to their

individual communities.

Other problems include the lack of
a fire truck for the entire 60 miles
angd-in view of the numerous recent
fires, this "has proved disastrous.
Medical services are also poor.
Although there is a doctor in
Ferryland and one in Bay Bulls,
each of whom have their own clinic
and sell drugs, the residents feel the
drugs cost more than they should.
Also, 'the doctors are not always
-vnlnhle especially in the evenings
nd on weekends, and the

e e A S g - Y
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Labrador
(Continued)
resolved. For example, in Makkovik
the fishermen had their license
out and a

smaller amounts than is now being
done.

Labrador Services has also
decided ‘to turn over management

decision to fix up a delapidated
wharf fixed up. The meeting was
balanced so that there was someone
from various government depart-
ment in each, and all people at-
tending the meetings agreed it was a
great achievement just to get these
people together.

It was felt by many that southern
Labrador was the most neglected
fishing area as a whole because fish
companies had put no money into
the area for facilities, the prices
paid for fish were extremely poor
and because of lack of facilities, the
quality of the fish was often poor.

One of the main struggles going on
in southern Labrador was the poor
price being paid for salmon. Most of
the fishermen from southern
Labrador came to the meeting
hopeing that they would get higher
prices,

In comparison with southern
Labrador, northern Labrador and
the Straits area were comparitively
well off with the exception of ice
making facilities. The subject of
northern Labrador char fishery
came up and a suggestion was made
that the Department of Fisheries
have marketing people available to
this small but prospering industry
and also that the char be sold in

Southern Shore

(Continued)
Association is quite dissatisfied with
this type of service.

At the meeting it was decided that
the whole business of Health Ser-
vices on the southern shore could be
solved if enough money could be
raised so that a community clinic
could be built and the people could
bring in their own doctor.

to the local people of Nain
and Makkovik who would now
decide where the collector boats go,
and how often. It is hoped that this
would ensure more efficient service
and the government hoped that
these types of decisions in other
areas would be made on a local
basis.

But perhaps the biggest gain was
the willingness of federal fisheries to
finance future meetings such as this
one, both on a regional and Labrador
wide basis as a means of consulting
fishermen regularly on
management, protection and
development of the Labrador

ery.

‘The problems of the Lake Melville
fishermen were also discussed
Their major problem was lack of
facilities and having to take
whatever price the stores in Happy
Valley offered them. The govern-
ment officials promised to look into
cold storage facilities at Goose Bay.

Bill Short, a representative of the
Fishermen's Union, was at the
meeting and said the N.F.F.A.W
had to have all the fishermen
organized on the Island within 5
years and then they would begin to
work in Labrador. The Labrador
fishermen were quick to point out
that they were always the last to get

Community residents and MHA hopefuls attending meeting in Ferryland.

Talks at the meeung also unlred
around the

anything and impressed upon Mr.
Short the necessity of talking about
unions immediately

At the end of the two-
it was decided that each Lun.mnmn
in northern Labrador would hold
their own meetings and present
requests and decisions at the joint
community council meeting to be
held in May. They would also
present government at that time
with a budgetary request for their
needs for the following year

At the two day meeting CBC's
Land and Sea did selected
terviews with fishermen which they
hoped to show 1o all the communities
in Labrador. A report of the two-tay
discussions would also be
available to all fishermen

It can be said that this meet
was the beginning of a discussion ¢
the harvesting of all species of fish
that are edible in_the waters off
Labrador. The possibilities of doing
more in terms of processing
also discussed throughout the
meetings. Right now smaller and
smaller amounts of fish are being
shipped out every year and the in-
comes of all fishermen are
declining. The process of smoking
and canning would provide more
income, plus if the 200 mile limit was
achieved and properly maintained,
the fishermen felt that the Hamilton
bank stocks could come back in a
few years

in-

made

decided upon, the meeting did bring

colored brochure wllh phomgraphs
of the area which would hopefully be
included in the tourist literature of
the province. As the southern shore

{is one of the most scenic areas of the

province, the people feel a lot more
can be done to promote it.
Discussion also came up about
burning land for blueberries.

Although nothing concrete was

many together for the
first time, and despite many in-
dividual complaints, the underlying
problem is the oversll neglect in the
area by St. John's. This is com-
pounded by the lack of a federal MP
and a local MHA who would fistén
and understand the many individual
problems.

L]



Baie Verte fisheries meeting

On April 19 and 20, 1976, a
fishermen's meeting was held in
Baie Verte between fishermen and
various representatives of govern-
ment and the fishing industry in
general. The meeting was co-
sponsored by the Baie Verte
Economic p
and Memorial University’'s Ex-
tension Service.

Aeécording to Max Jacobs,
President of the Baie Verte
Economic Development
Association, the purpose of the
meeting was to provide better
relations among fishermen, between
fishermen and government and to
act as a forum for fishermen to voice
their opinions and problems.

A brief was presented in which a
number of area problems were
cited. For example some of the
problems are inadequate com-
munity stages and wharves in a
number of fishing communities,
poor roads for the transportation of
the fresh fish to the plants in La Scie,
poor service of the La Scie plant to

ment'sbver emphasis on mi
the detriment of fishing.

In the brief a number of concrete
suggestions were given, such as
work should be done to upgrade fish
holding facilities and provide
facilities where they do not now
exist, & program should be in-
troduced to provide ice making
machines, provision should be made
to have fish gutted and cleaned at
the point of landing and: an
educational program should be
started to help improve fish han-
dling techniques of fishermen.
Suggestions were also made for an
assistance program based on the
length of the fishing season, the
establishment of a complete gear
bank, a plan for the establishment of
a small viable smoking, pickling and
canning operation, plus an agency
for its marketing. It was also
suggested that because of the many.
inadequacies of the La Scie plant, a
complete study should be made of it
to make the plant more effective and
efficient

Each community then submitted a
list of problems that they have run
into in the catching, handling and
processing of fish.

Walter Carter was in attendance
at the meeting and spent much time
answering points brought up in the
brief. For example he agreed that
the usage of fish plants in
Newfoundland in general was only
about 30 per cent of their capacity
and that maybe the La Scie plant
could be used in other ways, such as
in the processing of seal meat. He

also explained that the government
was not establishing gear banks, but
was considering establishing a
subsidy paid on landing which would
be paid directly to the fishermen for
gear purchasing purposes. On a
number of problems, Mr. Carter
agreed he would return to St. John's
and look into them.

Much conversation at the meeting
was centered on the plant at La Scie.

And although some of the problems
were not ironed out, fishermen,
government officials and those
working at the La Scie plant had a
better understanding of the
problems each group faced.

At the conclusion of the meeting
ten resolutions were presented
which the government will look into.

Fishermen at the Baie Verte confe nce.

Fishing industry comes
alive for students

Sometimes it is difficult to make a
social studies class come alive for
students, but Aidan Murphy, the 10th
grade Social Studies teacher at St.
Franeis School in Harbour Grace
changed all that.

A sometime fisherman, he wis
afraid the students would not learn
or understand just how much fishing
has meant to Newfoundland’s social,
economic and political history.
Therefore, he decided the thing to do
was have the students “experience’
fishing from all aspects. He started
them out by having them read about
the earliest days of fishing right up
to the present. He taught them about
the different species of fish. They
learped about geography, har-
vesting, fish plants, government
policies, including the 200-mile limit,
and navigation. Trips to fish plants
and on boats were also planned, but
perhaps the highlight of the year
was an all day seminar held by the
students in which such notable
figures in Newfoundland's fishing
industry as Gus Etchegary of
Fishery Products, and a com-
missioner. with ICNAF: Aidain
Maloney, President of the Salt Fish
Corporation; Ray Barrett,
President of the Fisheries College,

Leslie Dean of Marketing and
Planning with the Provincial
government, and several members
of the federal Department of
Fisheries spoke.

At the seminar, Mr. Etchegary
said he was delighted that the
students were beginning to study
fishing in this manner and felt that
had this approach been taken many
years ago, the fishing industry
wouild not be in the mess it is today.
He talked about the importance of
the Law of the Sea Conference
because so many countries had
increased their fishing effort without
there being a proper concern for the
fish stocks and he indicated that for
many years scientists did not have
the proper information about the
size of fish stocks. Thus, he said it
was only six years ago that the catch
level of the cod stock of Labrador
was_established at 650,000 pounds
but at a recent ICNAF meeting it
was revised to 300,000 pounds.

Ray Bowley of the Department of
Environment said that the increase
of trawler fleets off Labrador began
in the 1860's and between
roughly 550,000 tons of fish were
landed., This increased to 800,000
tons in 1968, but declined, to 450,000
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tons in recent years. He added that
“‘this intensive fishing has harvested
most of the numerous older and
larger cod and because of the
reduction of stock size, the catch per
man in the northern areas has
declined. The water temperature
has also become colder and this has
hindered the inshore movemem of
cod."

Other speakers talked about
where Newfoundland looked for
markets, the problems in
processing, such as bacteria and
forking, where government policies
had gone wrong and what direction
the fisheries must take in

Newfoundland. The students then
broke into groups centered around a
specific topic such as the Law of the
Sea with fisheries resource people in
each group. When the students
recovered, a student reporter gave a
resume of what went on in his or her
group and from the questions asked,
it is obvious that the students got a
great deal from these discussions.
Highly technical questions such as
the effect of plankton on fishing were
commonplace.

For many students it put the
fishing industry in a new light. For
them it became an industry that
should be highly respected because

of the amount of knowledge needed
to understand its many aspects

The students may not become
fishermen or even get invalved in
the fisheries, but they are
Newfoundlanders who now have a
far greater respect and un-
derstanding of the one industry
which is really responsible for
Newfoundland being here tods

It's the kind of learning that comes
alive for students and one thatmany
schools would do well to follow. The
principal, G.C. Blackmore and the
teacher, Aidan Murphy are to be
congratulated. °

House warranty plan here

Newfoundland, along with the
three other Atlantic Provinces, now
has a home ownership warranty
plan which is designed to protect the
consumer from builders’ flaws in
new houses.

‘The program, which comes into
effect on July 1, 1976, is a five-year
affair and covers new houses only.
The first year of the program covers
all defects in material and work-
manship in new house, and
requires the builder to be respon-
sible for all repairs and ad-
justments, Officials say that actual
cases will have to be processed
before all the various aspects of
house construction are approved for
repair or not, but, they suggested,
the warranty would cover even site
preparation and related areas of
construction.

i to ish

and rules. Anyone who has an in-
terest in getting their opinions in-
volved in the formative stages of the
program should contact the
Municipal Affairs and Housing
Minister, Brian Peckford, in St.
John's.

Details will be announced in public
media throughout the four provinces
when the program finally becomes
operative. The regional office will be
in St. John's and the head offices for
the program will be in Halifax.

New developments for
community schools

(See also article on page 47)

Five years ago the first Com-
munity School Program  started
at St. Brendan's. In May of this year
another step was taken in the

While minor pi may not be
covered, things that fall under
normal home ownership main-
tainence, for instance, any claim
that is at first refused. is eligible to
g0 to an arbitration board for a final

The remaining four years is an
insurance plan covering major
structural defects which may not
become evident until the house is a
couple of years old.

The program will cost only $100 to
the consumer for five year's of
protection, but the officials say the
house must be built by a registered
builder. The program for builders is
voluntary, officials said, but they
hope to have most builders
registered. They said the builders
would see the obvious advantages of
joining such a program and sign up.
A builder will spend about $250,
before July 1, to register and, after
July 21, the rate goes up o $350.

The program, like its predecessor
in Alberta, is a joint effort between
the blﬂldmg lndnstry the insurance

At the

of this program,
(patterned after a similar one in

P.E.I.) when a Provincial Com-
munity School Committee was
i ives of eight

Department of Rural Development
and Tom O'Keefe of Memorial
University’s Extension Service. The
panelists spoke on what assistance
their organizations might be able to
give to community schools.
Representatives at this gathering
had an -opportunity to discuss

communities were at Clarenville
attending a workshop when they set
up the new committee. Committee
members are: Bruce Stagg of
Sunnyside, Nancy Green of Shoal
Harbour and Carmel Burke of Plate
Cove.

C it at the

and new ideas for their
schools. A videotape of a recent
Decks Awash TV program *‘Lear-
ning Without Schools was shown.
Mary Furlong of the Department of
Education and a former co-
ordinator of the Plate Cove Com-
m\uuly School outlined the type of

workshop were: Port au Port, St.
Brendan's, Plate Cove, King's Cove,
Arnold’s Cove, Sunnyside, Melrose,
and Shoal Harbour. The workshop
was sponsored by the Adult and
Continuing Education Division of the
Department of Education. The
Extension Service of Memorial
University assisted in planning and
running the conference.

Included in this was a

used by that school and
led a discussion on organization.

It was towards the end of this
workshop that participants took
advantage of the opportunity to set
up their own provineial committee.
They felt that this would allow them
to deal in a united way with the
future development of community
schools. In an evaluation of the

two partici

panel discussion chaired by Bruce
Stagg with four resource people:
William Shallow and Anna Tem-
ple(on of the Department of

present lhe progr:m is about to
establish offices and is setting up

Al Sullivan of the

Kennedy of St. Brendan's and Sy
Steele of Shoal Harbour, both ex-
pressed satisfaction with it and they
said it was a valuable experienc
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" Ancient race
or
rock group?

Walking along the beach at St.
Michael's on the Avalon's Southiern
Shore this May, you might have
found several strange shapes
reminiscent of either very modern
or very ancient sculptures. A sand
and stone lower with a bedspring
perched on top, and the words
“sunny bunny’’ etched in stone.
Nearby, parts of a bicycle arranged
in a definite and unique fashion. as
well as sticks and stones gathered
together with various pieces of rusty
mechanical part.

And in nearby Tors Cove you
might have heard the sound of
several drums all being pounded:in
an unmistakable rhythm.

Visitors from an ancient race or
members of & rock band? No, just
nine kids from Nain, Labrador who
were on 4 week long art trip to the
Southern Shore where a number of
Newfoundland artists live and work.

Johnny, Elias, Ado, Richard,
Junior, Datsie, Sydney, Evelyn and
Mikkie are all between the ages of 11
and 15 and are in grades 6 to 8. Over
the past year_they bave eshibited
either enough enthusiasm or talent
in the art field to warrant their
teacher, Leo Ehrenberg to seck
travelling funds from the Provincial
Governments Lbbrador Services
Division for the trip.

The students stayed with area
residents and learned how to make
drums from musician Don Wherry,
learned weaving from his wife Carol
and printmaking at the St. Michael’s
Printshop from artists Don" Wright
and Hejdi Oberheide. They also
worked with artist Frank LaPointe-{
and had an afternoon of sketching at
the now abandonned community of
Lamanche. In between they played
with the local kids, rode horseback
and visited St. John's, None were
homesick and all liked stayifig with
families because, *'we got to stay up
late."

s

What interested the kids the most | ¢

were the animals. Oge studegt had

never been outside of Nihx and
others has only au{w oose
Bay. Many had riot seen Tive horsgs.
cows.or sheep before,

Otherl thought the Avalon Mall™
was  “terrifie” and unmedutely
bought dairy 'queens), fresh

bananas, hats and sunglasses>

STEPHENVILLE
we for not megtion

S ey
studems from Nain with their “‘Sunny Bunny " sculpture.

lnlumy Agnnlﬁ.éﬁ-nm Nain with h:.> JIH}A S u(puue 4

. All are bringing new, i back to

‘Nain where Leo teaches 235 students | .
art. He explains mt s ht:ihrs or experimental

- ume‘nam has had Leo, 'who was- pngm:ﬂl) (mm

teacher, and he nmu it a ﬁl over» Alberts and went ta the Nava $¢otia

/ that ma
nmmd

g mnd he, uses the Video
ment, located; u} lhe

sehool of Arf and Design, pe 1 one
summer at ‘the, St. MicHagl
in love with \ev.

whelming  to__teach
snud 'm) 'H vﬂ-y

for in
our April issue on Bay St. George
that Stephenville was left out
because we are saving it for our
issue on “Growing Towns."

lo make such things.as
junk sculptnres similar to thesones

the kids made at the beachlat St, studenis o
Michaels. He also does somé™clay _long \rlplhddihdy arelikely mm to
work as well as drawing and forget. Y




— TOURISM—=

The Department of Towrism spends more than 21 million dollars on its many tourist programs and gets
back divectly approximately 5 million dollars through licensing and federal programs. This means that the
department divectly spends approximately 16 million dollars and in return generates roughly 110 million
dollars worth of tounist business. Surprisingly enough 70 million is generated by our own people and 40
million by those from the mainland.

Considering the financial return, that’s not a bad investment. And it’s one which can increase, providing
the CNR rates and gasoline prices don’t go sky high.

Perhaps more than any other business in the province, tourism depends upon each and everyone of us to
promote and develop it.

In this issue we not only look at how the Department of Tounsm works but we see some of the problems
Jfaang those in the tourist business and we find out about some of the funny things tourists say and do.

Decks Awash is not a travel log nor a tourist broch ure so we did not attempt to visit every towrist home, park
or chalet, but we did visit a few to find out what made them tick...or not tick.

And we also urge that this summer, stay home, and explore your own province. We would be interested in
finding out what you think about it.

PUT ON A ‘APPY FACE
WOMAN.... ‘ERE COMES
ANUDDER ONE /

"OF A TYPICAL i
INLAND | = AN
NEWFRRLY 1 e = R =



The early days

Newfoundland'’s first tourist

Have you noticed how berries
abound wherever a forest fire, or
brush fire has razed the land? You
are not of course the first to do so; in
the last century for example J.B.
Jukes had the same observation and
in his book, Excursion's In and
About Newfoundland, he wrote
about the shores of Conception Bay
that “after a fire in the woods, the
first thing covers the ground is a
luxurlam growth of raspberry-
bushes."

burol_y this must suggest to every

berry-picker a del

idea: burn away the brush, par-
ticularly on the Avalon Peninsula
where the soil is poor, and berries in
abundance will replace the fir tree’s
monochrome beauty. Nor is this a
new idea; another tourist, Stephan
Parmenius made somewhat the
same suggestion in the sixteenth
century

Parmenius was like Petrarch who
was the first man we know to have
climbed a mountain simply to see
how it looked. Complex and talented,
curious and keen for adventure,
willing to experiment and eager to
learn, the men of the Renaissance
were the spiritual forefathers of
modern man. And Stephan Par-
menius, perhaps Newfoundland's
first tourist, was a man of his age.

Stephen was born in Budapest,
at a time when that
y was still under Turkish
ation. But he made his way in
the European world from one capital
to the next, from one university to
another, because he had mastered
what was then a very marketable
skill: he spoke and wrote Latin
fluently and in his day Latin was the
language of international politics,
commerce and culture.

When he reached England great
men there received him; the
illustrious Richard Hakluyt,

Daydreami

Victor Butler, author of the “Little

Nord Easter”, tells of some
Newfoundland yarns which he
recalls from his boyhood. The
following is one such story that
tourists coming to Newfoundland
would no doubt find most in-
teresting,

““When I was a boy of eight years
old, the ordinary person of 1904 was
not aware what tourism meant.
People from around Newfoundland,
mainland Canada and the United
States visiting outports in the bays
would be referred to as visitors,

“Daydreaming of long

chronicler of the Elizabethan
Voyages of Discovery, offered him
generous hospitality at Oxford and
Sir Humphrey Gilbert com-
missioned Parmenius to write, in
classical Latin verse, a poem to
celebrate the anticipated expedition
to North America. So when he joined
Gilbert's expedition to the New
World in 1583, he must have gone
because he wanted, like Petrarch, to
see how it looked.

How it looked he told his friend
Hakluyt in a letter from St. John'
The letter survived and it bears the
date 6, August 1583: its succinet
description of Newfoundland and St.
John's is the first we possess from
the hand of a tourist writing home.
*“They call it St. John's," he wrote
Hakluyt (and it is a curious fact that
the port has never appeared in
history without that name ),

“Besides English vesscls,” he
reported, “‘we have encountered
here approximately twenty Por-
tuguese and Spanish ships.”"

Russians have replaced the
English, but other traffic in the
harbor is much the same. Before
there was official interest in the New
World, the fishermen of the Old
knew these shores well; this perhaps
explains why St. John's appears
fully-titled in official records.
Parmenius noted that “‘there is an
inexhaustible abundance of fish."

His remarks about climate and
terrain sound astonishingly familiar
to anyone today who knows this
region. He noticed that “‘everywhere
the land is hilly and forested. The
trees are mostly pine." The trees
are mostly fir, today, but at least
until the turn of this century pine
trees were abundant. (Cavendish
Boyle made no mistake in the first
lines of the Ode about either the
trees or the first season of the year ),

“‘All the grass is long,"” Parmenius

observed, ‘“‘but hardly different
from ours. There are blackberries
the woods, or rather very sweet
raspberries. The sunlight at this
time of year is so intense that unless
the fish which dry in the sun are
carefully turned they cannot be
saved from burning.”

Nor does he fail to mention the
icebergs. ‘‘How cold it can be in the
winter huge masses of ice in the
middle of the ocean hive taught us,"
he observed and then repeated what
reads very much like the first
Newfoundland joke: ‘It is reported
by our companions that in My
month they were stuck for sixteen
whole days among so much ice that
there were islands of it sixty
fathoms high. When their sides
which faced the sun melted the
entire mass would turn over as if it
were on a pivot and what was up was
then down to the great danger of
those near."” Al any rate salty
exaggeration has not lost its tang
since then.

Though he.Wang pogkrar IEEatTEe
he was one, Parmeniu§took a very

~ peculiar view of the trees. “Some of
them are aging,’’ he wrote, “‘some
are now maturing; for the most part
they have fallen and so obstruct a
good view of the land and the
passage of trayelers that it is im-
possible 1o go anywhere,,.l
suggested to the Admiral that we
burn the forests down, therebye to
clear a space for surveying the
region.

The fishermen objected o burning
down the trees; they claimed that
the turpentine seaping through the
soil to the water would drive away
the fish. Fishermen haye stood in the
way of many another good .man
since then, most of all themselyes.
Where are the fish? Let them eal
sl

rries! °
by Jim Kelsey.

ng Of fhe pOSt BY VICTOR BUTLER

passed, 1 recall an event taking
place at Harbour Buffet when I was
eight years old and it appealed 10 me
$0 much I remember in detail what
transpired as if it were yesterday,
““The notice which was posted in
the Post Office was as follows:
W.B. Brady “‘Actor”
be at Harbour Buffet
And will be putting off a show
At the school on Nov. 20, 1904
Admission, 30 cents for adults,
20 cents for children
Doors opened at 8 p.m.
“Brady arrived on the given date
and hired a local young man to assist

him with his luggage, 75 years g0
this was considered something
special, and the school at Harbour
Buffet was packed by local residents
and neighbors from . nearby; com-
munities, The following is-an, ex-
plaination of some of his acts:

“My grandfather, George Hann
was seated amang the audience., He
was large man with snow:white hain,
which was shoulder length; and 3
flowing beard. Brady pinned a, shee!
of drawing paper on the wall. With a
swift glance oven the; audience, he
made a few quick strokes with the
crayons and folding the paper in the

e



form of an arrow he shot it through
the air and it fell near grandfather.
He opened the paper, saying, “‘T'llbe
dammed, it's me It was a
remarkable likeness of my grand-
father.

“Reverend Arthur Shortes and his
wife were stationed at Buffet at the
time and she was supposed to be the
leading lady in the Harbour. Before
marriage, she had been a Scottish
nurse. Infact, shewas at the time the
only medical aid in the Harbour. She
looked very important, seated
among the audience.

“Brady fastened a crank-type
phone on the wall. Tying a ball of
string to it he proceeded among the
audience saying, ‘any lady wishing
to hear the latest news hold this
string until I ring in.' Mrs. Shortes
came to her feet and held the string
between her thumb and fingers.
Brady went on the stage, cranked
the phone, and said he was only
trying to see how many Harbour
Buffet ladies he could get on a
string. Mrs. Shortes dropped the
string, was very disgusted and sat

down.

“‘In Brady's last act, he announced
that he would go into the dressing
room and send out a Scottish school

The past.

Ted Henley, Assistant Deputy
Minister of Tourism, is well known
lo most Newfcundhndert as one of

‘more competent actors. He's
‘lu l‘mmnr with Newfoundland's
traditions and tourist potential. In
this interview taken directly from

about the past, and in our section on
the provincial Dept. of Tourism he
talks about the future of the tourist
industry.

completed until the fall of 1966.
Anybody travelling had to go across
the Island by rail to Port aux
Buqm and then by boat and pick
up the train at North Sydney. Of
course Air Canada flights were
operating on a regular basis,
the equipment was a little

bit primitive compared to today’s
. They started in 1948 with a

Budlm Then they graduated from

Hudson to the DC-3
nd from that to the Viscount and
the Vanguard and then the DC-9 and
so on. Travelling to be pretty

Crolhk. which is now the Welcome
Hotel and the Cochrane was a fairly
good one. There were a lot of
outport homes and boarding houses

girl to recite a short poem for the
children in the audience.

“When Brady came back on stage,
one would think a school-girl was
standing there wearing a plaid skirt,
white blouse, and a sailor hat with a
strand of blue ribbon around the
band, tied with a bow. Although |
only heard the poem once, |
remember every word which was
recited in a very feminine voice.."

Mr. Finney had a turnip,
It grew behind the barn.

It grew and it grew,

The turnip did no harm.

It grew and it grew,

Till it was ripe and mellow,
Mr. Finney took it up

And put it in the cellar.

'l‘hu-ellhyandlhzrelzhy.

It boiled and it boiled,

Fast as it was able.
Mr. Finney took it up

And put it on the table,

Till they ate the turnipup. @

available. Now they are called
hospitality homes. There were no
major hotels in the outports but
there was the Glynn Mill Inn in
Corner Brook and the Staff House or
Cormelite at Grand Falls which is
now an old people’s home.

“Coastal travel was all done by
boat. It was a pretty interesting
country and it was a wonderful
experience. People trayelled by rail
as well - the old Newfoundland
Bullet. The cuisine was superb.
There were linen table cloths, linen
napkins and good silverware. The
service was excellent and the food
was beautiful.

““The train never ran on time. The
run from Port aux Basques to St.
John's was always about 14 hours
late.

“I was at Gander at the time and I
travelled back and forth quite
frequently. You always took a bottle
of rum with you and the fun was
getting a compartment and then
taking your meal and seeing who
‘was aboard the train. You would run
into a few old cronies and after the
dinner you would invite someone to
the compartment for a drink. They'd
come in and you'd have a game of
cards or you'd sit and have a drink of
rum and that would kifl mosl of the

night.

“Occasionally “you weren't for-
tunate enough to get @ sleeper so you
sat out in the ordinary passenger car
and you had to be very circumspect

y
Victor Butler at the helm

about your rum because when you
produced a bottle, it was like flies
around a honey pot.

“The Americans, most of our
tourists even then, were really in-
terested in fishing and trophy
hunting. In 1922 George Allen
England visited Newfoundland and
wrote that magnificent book, the
Greatest Hunt in the World, The
Story of the Seal Hunt. Heactually
went to the ice on the Terra Nova
with Abraham Kean.

Some American artists, par-
ticularly in the 1830's, came up here.
They were very interested in the
way of life. Rockwell Kent was a
notable one, He lived in Brigus
before World War I.

In the 1930's the national revenue
of the Dominion of Newfoundland
was about 7 million dollars a year
and out of that Smillion went
towards paying '@ debt on the
railway and paying a debt to the
United Kingdom Government for the
Newfoundland Regiment in the First
World War. The country was run on
2 million dollars. It was incredible
when you consider the schools,
customs, excise, post office and
coastal shipping, that was run on the
2 million dollars a year.

“We really didn’t get formally
involved in the tourist industry until
1949 when the Newfoundland Tourist

Office was
and they had an office on Water
Street and later at Fort Townshend
in the Newfoundland Constabulary
Building. Some remarkably fine
work was done prior to that by Peg
Godden and the Nfid. Tourist Traffic
Development Board." °




How to get there

Take the bus, leave the driving to us

Packaged bus tours are in-
creasingly becoming an important
way for tourists to visit Newfoun-
dland. The official 1975 government
figures haven't been released yet,
but reliable sources report 44
different tours last year and there
were an estimated 20 Canadian bus
tour operators and 10 American
entering the Province.

In 1974, there were 20 bus tour
operators who conducted 35
separate tours at an average length
stay at 4.9 days each. In 1973 there
‘were 21 bus tour operators who
veonducted 32 tours. The projecica
yfigures for 1976 are for 80 tours.

Among the many tour companies
entering the Province are UTL
Atlantic Adventures tours, Delux
Tours, Ruth Daniels Tours and
Horizon tours which offers a special
Newfoundland tour taking in
Labrador City-Wabush, Churchill
Falls, Goose Bay, Deer Lake,
Corner Brook, Grand Bank and St
John's.

When these tours arrive in St.
John's, they often contact Bugden's
Taxi, who in addition to their 39

cabs, have two forty passenger
buses as well as an 11 passenger
van. These vehicles take tourists
around St. John's, Marine Drive or
Conception Bay.

In addition to Budgen's, Terra
Nova tours, operated by Ed Byrd,
provide tour guides for regular tours
in addition to their city tour and

Let McBride be
your guide!

Regina McBride of St. John's is
the guiding force behind McBride's
Guided Tours.

A woman of extreme energy,
Regina has coupled the raising of six
children with 12 years of radio
broadeasting, and newspaper
column writing. She has also written
an extremely successful book on
crewel embraidery, has plans for a
novel about St. John's, and for the
last ten years she has given in-
formative and informal tours
around the city of St. John's.

Regina gives two tours a day. A
four and one half hour morning city
tour and an afternoon-evening
“country" tour.

Marine Drive tour which is given
twice daily, 7 days a week in their 15
passenger van. Mr. Byrd estimates
that last year Terra Nova tours gave
approximately 3000 people a tour of
St. John's and the area.

Also providing tours of St. John's
and the vicinity are McBrides tours
and Quality tours. Y

R

In her morning tour Regina shows
and tells the tourists about the
Newfoundland that was. She finds
that tourists come into a fairly
modern city and they want to know
about Newfoundland before Con-
federation. Therefore, she spends an
hour on Signal Hill giving them
history, stories, and times of old. She
tells them how Newfoundiand once

ruled itself and how it was here long
before Canada. She shows them
Cabot Tower, the Queen's Battery
with its magnificient view and the
Old Battery. She then shows them
churches, tells them of local authors

Rper———

——
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and poets, and shows them Con-
federation Building, “not for con-
federation,"” as she says, “'but for its
view and its military museum."”

She then takes the tourists to a
small inexpensive restaurant where
they can get real Newfoundland
food, such as pea soup and fish and
brewis. After this brief rest it's on to
the waterfront where she answers
questions about the sea and tells
them at the same time about where
to shop for Newfoundland items.
Before finishing she takes them to
the Basilica and finally gives them a
little taste of outport life by driving

“"And

“And on our right is Kelly's
Island. It belonged to an English
farmer who kept the french away by
placing  silhouetted cut outs of
Soldiers with muskets around the
island. He then ran around firing off
the muskets. The french thought
there was a whole troup of English
soldiers defending the Island and
they refreated.

“And further down on our right is
Bell Island known for its iron ore.
The mines closed down in 1966...""

And so it goes as Bill Crosbie Jr.
takes his Bugden's van filled with 11
tourists, usually from the United
States and mainland Canada, on his
twice a week Conception Bay tour.

For the past two summers Bill has
picked up his passengers at 2 p.m.
and gone out Thorburn Road to St.
Philips, along Horse Cove Line to the
Conception Bay Highway. He stops
to let them see the scenic sights at
the Manuels bridge and again at
Holyrood where the tourists can also
buy souvenirs. Then it's on to
Brigus, Hibbs Cove and the
museum.

In Harbour Grace they look at the
Canception Bay museum, .a few of
the churches and they have dinner at
Archibald's before heading back.

on the weather and the
lmrh.l of the tourists, they might
arrive back in St. John's anywhere
between 9 and 10:30 p.m.

Bill, who wrote the history he
gives on route, has a lot to put up
with on his twice weekly tours. At
the sight of a fisherman, the tourists
‘want Bill to stop the van so they can
pile out, click their cameras, and
ask “‘how’s the catch?"" He listens to
them swearing under their breath

through Quidi Vidi.

After just 8 moment's breath she
dashes back to pick up another tour
at 2:45 p.m. This is her ‘“‘country
tour."" On this tour she takes the
tourists to Outer Cove, Middle Cove,
Torbay, Pouch Cove, Flat Rock and
to Cape St. Francis, ‘where no other
tour goes.

At the Cape she gets everyone out
for a nature walk where they ob-
serve the chuckly pears, pitcher
plants and the numerous berries
which make Newfoundland famous.
This tour ends up with dinner at a
‘‘smart’ restaurant ... perhaps Act

111 or the Colonial Inn.

Although Regina specializes in the
small personalized tours, for large
groups she will board a bus and give
history, stories or what ever is asked
for by visiting fire chiefs, doctors,
dentists, mayors, etc.

Regina has given tours (o
everyone and she loves it. She loves
meeting people and talking to them
and her enthusiasm is infectious - so
infectious that her best advertising
has been word of mouth, although
she does place advertisements in
hotels. °

on our right...’

about the conditions of the road
while at the same time smiling and
saying “how quaint” at children
selling partridgeberries along the
roadside.

Bill finds the ignorant questions
and the chatty ladies who sit next to
him the most difficult. One woman
didn’t believe the icebergs were for
real. She thought they had been hand
made and placed in the water ex-
pressly for the tourists. Another
tourist remarked that there weren't
any poor naked people running
around as she had been led to
believe. Still others didn't know that

Bill Crosbie, Tour Guide.

Newfoundland had joined Canada in
1949,

Most tourists thought that Con-
federation had brought nothing but
benefits to Newfoundland and that
Newfoundlanders should be eter-
nally grateful for Ottawa rescuing
them. Bill then explains as tactfully
as he can that it wasn't all good, that
Newfoundland had lost much of her
culture through Confederation and
nothing has replaced it.

Very few tourists are able to
pronounce Newfoundland and most
are amazed at the colors of houses
and the fact that they are wooden.
However, everyone thinks
Newfoundland is beautiful...Stark,
but beautiful.

But it Is the chatty people who
really got to Bill. You know the Kind.
If their seats were loose, they would
pick them up and drag them to
within two inches of Bill's nose. As it
is, they sit in the front seat and
bombard him with questions for 6
hours, not thoughtful questions, but
just anything that comes to mind.

One such person remains forever
etched in Bill's memory. From
North Carolina, this woman never
stopped talking for the whole tour,
and she didn't let any of the other
passengers talk either. At the end of
the tour she managed to shut the
door on a little old lady's finger.
Instead of yelling from pain, the
little old lady lashed out with 6 hours
of frustrated silence screaming
“‘can’'t you hold your tongue. I never
heard anyone talk so much as you'
and with that the talkative lady
mumbled an apology and kept on
talking.

L]



Florida, a second Toronto?

Over the Easter holidays, over
7000 Newfoundlanders winged their
way to Florida's West Coast to soak
up the sun.

St. Petersburg, known for warmer
temperatures and a more relaxed

atmosphere than the Miami area,
has long been popular with
Newfoundlanders, In fact, two years
ago when Air Canada was on strike,

the St. Pete's Newfoundlanders
banded together and chartered their
to the frozen north.

West Coast
likes Florida
too!

The travelling trend that has beset
Newfoundland is no different in
Corner Brook than it is in St. John's,
Decks Awash checked with Har-
vey's Travel in Corner Brook and
found that everyone is traveling
south there as well. Said one sales.
girl, “it seems like everybody left
Corner Brook Lo go south this year.”
And she quickly added that they
went south from Port aux Basques,
Stephenville, St. Anthony, and Deer:
Lake as well.

Earl Howell, the manager of
Harvey's, adds that families also are
travelling south from smaller
communities and  that a rough
estimate would be a 200 per cent
increase in the amount of family
travelling from the west coast over
the last two years.

Mr. Howell indicated that because
of inexpensive advance booking
charters, Europe was still a very
popular place to go. Those mostly
interested in the charters were
people who had relatives in Britain,
But, he also added that businessmen
were cutting way down on travelling
and that families that used to
regularly go to Boston, Torento or
St. John's were culling out such
trips.

Thus it appears that local traffic is
suffering, but peaple are saving up
for the big vacations ... and many of
them are paying for them in cash. @

It can be said that Florida's
popularity is on the increase despite
inflation and wage and price con-
trols. How can this be? Ches Chard
of Legrow's Travel Agency in St.
John's attributes this to the fact that
people are not going further south as
they use to do, but are sticking with
the closest vacation spot, Florida.

What is interesting is that this
craze to Florida is not restricted ta
the very well off, nor to just Easter
time. Secretaries and other -office
staff Unlversny slnlf and

It has been explained that the
European tourist traffic is down
because prices have gone up sub-
stantially there and because theg two

political situations which have
scared people away.
Tower Travel in St. John's notes
that travel patterns have sub-
stantially changed in recent years.
Inexpensive charter flights and
advanced booking charters on
airlines have made it possibie for
more people to travel, many of
whom are going to relatively far
away exotic places such as Hawaii.
And who can blame them with
airfare, 13 nights in a fancy hotel, a
city tour and a champagne break-
fast all for $790 per person.
Harvey's Travel which has an
office in Confederation Building
reports that government travel and
normal business travel is down
Where:
three officials might go

that 7000 Eguu- They use chargex.
stay in efficiency motel type
apartments for $225 a week and take
21 day air fare excursion rates or a
charter flight.

Thus while more people appear to
be travelling, they are not going
deluxe.

ﬁlﬂ also reports that Florida is

' &till very popular in the summer, no

doubt beca of the number of
family activities offered, such as
Disney World and various marine
attractions.

It will be interesting to watch this
summer’s tourist pattern. Normally
this is the time when Newfoun-
dlanders, if they are going
anywl , are to Europe.
However, Ches Chard reports that
the straight tourist traffic to Europe
is down, although two charter flights
out of Gander on May 29 and Sep-
tember 8 were booked by early May
and the other charters and advanced
bookings charter are filling up fast.
Incidentally, three quarters of the
people  On these charter flights
originate from the St. John's area.

to a meeting, now only one attends.
This igtrue for both within the

Province and outside. However,
personal travel does not appear to be
on the decrease and they also report
that Florida is extremely popular
this year, even among the lower
ranking civil servants.

It may be that Florida is out-
clunn( Toronto in popularity. It's

that the Newfoun-
d)lndeu in Florida have get
together parties to meet their neigh-
bors back home. And you can
always recognize the Newfoun-
dlander by his Bermuda shorts,
Hawaiian palm trees shirts, cur-
vature of the spine and pale com-
plexion.

Aunt Gert on CBC's Radio Noon
Show is worried about her fellow
Newfoundlanders however, making
all these trips south. Such climate
to affect the

she frets. But Newfoundlanders are
known to be tough and they'll suffer
these discomforts in order to meet
their next door under
sunny skies. °
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St. John's

being discriminated against by Ottawa

Reprinted from St. John's
Board of Trade
News and Views
The St. John's Board of Trade in,
an attempt to rectify a most un-
tenable situation which has arisen
concerning the refusal by the
Federal Government to permit
international charter operations into
and out of St. John's Airport have
appealed to the Hon. John Crosbie,
Minister of Intergovernmental
Affairs.
In a letter to him from the Board's
Vice-President, Reg Norman, who is
also the Board's representative on

the St. John's Airport Planning
Committee, the following facts were
put forward.

“International Charter Flights

have operated from St. John's for
the past number of years on an ad-
hoe basis with the cooperation of the
Airport Manager and the local
Canada Customs Office. The St
John's Airport Masterplan 1975 has
recently been amended and clearly
states that ‘St. John's Airport is
authorized to handle International
Charter Operations as well as all
types of General Aviation
operations. I should add that this
was a compromise when we were

refused full International Status
back in 197:
“Some time ago the St. John's

Board of Trade learned thal several
charter flights, which were planned,
were refused permission to operate
into and out of St. John's Airport.
Upon investigating and a subsequent
telegram to the Minister of Revenue
Canada, we were informed that St.
John's ‘¢an only ‘handle 30
passengers on such a flight! This
appears to be the biggest kind of a
political fauxpas because over the
past  four ‘years at least 5000
passengers  has gone on In-
ternational Charter Flights from St

John's Airport, sometimes over 200
passengers per flight!

“British Caledonian Airways
recently applied for two Charter
Flights from St. John's to London,
England and return for the Naval
Association of Newfoundland
(Eastern Division) and Newworld
Educational Cruises Inc. (Mac-
Donald Junior High). According to
Mr. Rohan Alee, Vice-President of
BCA, the reason given for refusal of
their application was directly op-
posite to the designated role of the
airport

“He pumts out in his letter that the
Air Transport Committee had been
instructed by the Ministry of
Transport in Ottawa that they were
NOT to approve any applications for
International Charters from St.
John's and certain other Airports
which were not designated as In-
ternational. They are obviously
ignorant of the fact that St. John's is

to handle
Charter Operations or they are
refusing to accept this decision for
me unknown reason.
Since both the Airport Manager
and the Area Collector of Customs &
Excise have stated in writing that
they can handle the flights, it is
rather obvious that someone within
the Federal Government is blocking
each and every application. This is
quite obvious from the fact that local
Customs had to recind their letter of
approval.

“Mr. Minister, this situation is
intolerable from the point of view of
what has been accepted in the
Airport Masterplan and what is
actually being practised. 1 would
like to inform you that the Airport in
London, Ontario, whose designation
is the same as St. John's, does
receive permission from the
Ministry of Transport and Canada
Customs to operate International

Wherp to stay and eat

‘Restaurant
business

Leo Marquis' warm and lnendly
smile and his easy-going style hide
the steel-like businessman that lies
inside. Mr. Marquis, who runs a
chain of take-out chicken stores
across the Island, has been in the
food service industry for some time
and he is a past regional president of
the Newfoundland Region of the
Canadian Restaurant Association.

We talked to Mr. Marquis recently
a

Charter Flights. We scriously,
question the logic of such a decision.”
*“The inconvenience and exira
1o the travelling public is extreme as
is poipted out in Mr. Hickman's
Letter. This same thing is being
repeated for Charter Flights by the
Rotary Club of St. John's, Harve
Travel Agency and the Newfoun-
dland Medical Association who will
have to commute back and forth to
Gander. Overall, the flights
represent some 1000 residents in the
St. John's area who will have to
incur extra costs of approximately
$100,000, not te mention the added
inconvenience,

“The St. John's Board of 1
feels that St. John's Airport is being
discriminated against by both the
Federal Department of Transport
and Revenue Canada.

“‘We therefore urge you, in your
capacity as Minister of In-
tergovernmental Affairs and the

Member for St. John's West, and all
your colleagues from the St. John's
s to present this case on behalf
ol all the electorate in your districts
to the Federal Government. We are
confident that if we present a united
front then, and only then, will the
Federal authorities consider the
case and recind their decision to
refuse all applications for In-
ternational Charter Operations at
St. John's Airport. This, then, would
be in keeping with the designated
role of the airport as outlined in the
Masterplan,

‘‘The St, John's Board of Trade will
continue in its efforts to have
upgraded facilities and service at St.
John's Airport as outlined in the
Masterplan which has been
proved by the Ministry of Transport.
It is hoped that all interested groups
in the area serviced by St. John's
Airport will join forces in an attempt
to have this situation rectified "

in other parts of Canada. Food
service, like any other service in-
dustry, can't develop until the
demand is there. You can't put a
restaurant between Grand Falls and
Gmder and wait for the customers
me to you.

"Thmk back ten or fifteen years
and about how many people in St.
John's tried to put in a steak house,
and how many succeeded.
is either the start

bout
and an edited version of his remarks
follow. ¥
“Outside the heavily populated
areas, 1 am afraid that our
restaurants don't stack up as well as

or the end of a trip for salesmen on
an_expense account, and they are
either careful not to overspend or
they are almost out of money. When
you get ta the big cities, this is where
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the real. gourmel-type eating
establishments are.

““What we do have here stacks up
anything that I have seen
anywhere else. No matter where you
go in Newfoundland there are one or
two good eating establishments, but
demand in P.E.L allows people in
the restaurant business to close in
the winter because they make
enough in the summer time.

“You can't be all things to all
people. The people you see eating at
a fast food operation, you won't see
at the Woodstock, or the Battery.
The people who go to these fast food
operations go because they haven't
got the time to wait for food to be
prepared. In a restaurant, you sell
what the public wants. If you don't
test your market, then you must
have a lot of money to fool around

with.

“My definition of a tourist is
somebody who travels from point A
to point B to spend money. I consider
anybody who comes to St. John's
from Gander, and spends money, a
tourist. All business increases in the
summer time because Newfoun-
dlanders move around a lot. Ten
years ago, hotels and motels were
booked solid, but now they are not
booked as solid as they are in St.
John's and Corner Brook, because
the general public today is a cam-
ping out general public.
“Newfoundland is

in the chicke
that the slowest day of the week is
Sunday. Everywhere else, it is one of
the biggest days. As Newfoundland
society becomes more affluent, then
it is only natural that they start to
spend more money in restaurants.

‘“We expect a big surge in tourism
during the '77 Summer Games. It
could make or break us. We don't
have too many restaurant problems
in the big urban areas. Supply is not
a problem. In the restaurant
business, if a customer doesn’t walk
in the door, then there is nothing that
an employee can do. There is an
awful lot of non-productive time.

“‘A few years ago the Department
of Tourism had a good training
program on the Northern Peninsula
in anticipation of the federal park
opening in Bonne Bay and the
Restaurant Association, in co-
operation with the Department of
Health, has been running the
sanitation training programs. The
Canadian Restaurant Association
developed 3 different courses here in
St. John's, for owners. We ran
course 2 and 3 here for three times.
We are now doing it in St. Anthony.
‘We hope to have all establishments
participating in course 2 and 3 by the
time the Summer Games come. We
are attempting to make service
industries aware of the respon-

the only

ﬁhmly they have to the general
public.

“We are in a very unlqne position
in Newfoundland in lhal our

of Health is a p

body You have no idea what kind of
problem it is in Ontario and Nova
Scotia where each icil has

puts in a convention centre. There
are more organizations across
Canada who want to have their
conventions here then you can shake
astick at.

In order to remain viable and get
viable, more operators have to join

its own health department. We have
had over 1,700 people go through the
sanitation program in Newfoun-
dland. They haven't had 25 go
through it in Ontario, because none
of these municipal bodies can get
together. They feel like somebody is
trying to usurp their authority.

“I think the employee turnover in
restaurants is around 250 per cent,.
this is because the food service, or
any service industry, is just a
beginning. It is a place where people
20 to work while they are waiting to
get into vocational school, or they
got out of vocational school and can't
find a job, etc. Once you have the
basic training as a hostess, then you
are always a qualified hostess. I
know one woman in particular who
was a waitress for 25 years and
made a good living at it.

“In most cases it is lack of
knowledge that makes a business
fail. Even in the most sophisticated
of establishments, errors can take
place in judgement. The Depart-
ment follows up pretty good when
they get a call about somebody
getting sick in a certain place. They
are in that place at least once or
twice a day making sure that this
doesn’'t happen again.

““If an institution has an outbreak
and it can be traced back as pure
negligence and the place has a
history of unsanitary conditions,
then the place can be closed down.
But if it was an act of isolated
carelessness, 1 don't think you can
penalize the whole operation. It is a
pretty serious step to take to close an
establishment. You have a
minimum of ten people depending on
you for a livelihood.

“We have 60 members in the
Restaurant Association and there
are over 500 licenced eating
establishments, It is a case where 60
members are (rying to benefit
everyone from their expertise.

“I think the day will come when
North America will be like Europe,
and before you get a license to
operate an eating establishment,
you must be a member of the trade
organization, that is, the industry.
So when we do have an educational
program, members will attend.

“You will find that the food ser-
vice industry has automatically
upgraded because of the demand of
the general public. The Restaurant
business is a promising industry as
Newfoundland becomes more easily
accessible and as the time ap-
proaches that one of the major towns

the i and with i

membership there is more money
available for training programs.
The National RestaurantAssociation
in the U.S. has a budget of a million
dollars a year. Our budget in Canada

is around $300,000. )

Newfoundland
flavoured

restaurants

Everybody has their favorite
restaurant but some places, for
whatever reason, become a little
more popular, a little more
classy. They develop a solid
reputation for doing things up
the way they should be done up.

Some just put on the dog;
some just serve good food. A
few, like the Starboard Quarter
and Woodstock Colonial Inn,
both in the St. John's area, have
found the right ratio between
these two ways. That both are
owned by one man is not the
least surprising.

Paul Johnson, of the famous
insurance family, got into the
restaurant business by accident,
he says, and over the past ten
years, besides minding the
premiums racket, has ef-
ficiently built up the menu
racket and has made his two
restaurants stars in the national
restaurant scene.

In the following article Mr.
Johnson talks about getting into
and staying in the restaurant
business.

“A pretty significant part of my
business comes from either visitors
entertaining local people or local
people entertaining visitors. About
60 per cent of the trade in summer is
travelling trade, and 40 per cent in
winter.

““We planned to start this type of
restaurant, for special occasion
dining. But the eating industry is not
a simple onme, it is part of the
hospitality field, so we decided the
restaurants should have a
Newfoundland flavor.

“‘We advertise outside the
province very little and find local
ads keep business, especially in the
summer months, at a level beyond




whichve
anymore.””

Mr. Johnson said it wus casy tc
lose -money in the food; Serviee
business and he poinied ot that it
takes a long time (o establish. @
tradition and a habit of eating out.
He said the restaurant business wall
wipe 6ul your life saxings pretty fast
if ya dre not careful.

“If you are entering into the
FRStanrant business, you should take
every amount of money you plan on
spénding and ‘double ft. Count on a
similar caleulation for your working

sould pot be able tp handle

capitalIf you look: ut the most
suecessful  food operations,  the
majority of them clear about 5

per cent to 7 per cent of their sales
dojlar.

“If they are losing money, thew
they are losing about 20 per cent Lo

O per cent of their sales dollar, You
ieed to have 50 per cent of your
capacity being used in order to stary
making money."

My Johnson siid he himsell went
int6'the Tood service Industry bemg
justia little nxive.

*“1 have only begiini to understand
thel dynamies ' of -the  restaurant
business ip the past few years. 1£4s
no. husiness 1o bein. if ¥ou are
inexperienced, or under-finaneed:

Mr, Johnson suggested the [ e
rate of privately owned restaurants,
Tuns, more than 35 percent
(¢ompa

re (o franchise fallures ap
dboul 5 per cent). .Knowing the
ftarket, Aaving « well-planned menu
and'a 'good solid approach to,,the
Rublic are prime factars in runaun
sticédsstul establishment. be said,

VI IS difficult to rajn staft, but
wWhat we found, is that 4 person wha
is enetgetic, and natiraby friendly,
cilh pick up the food service busin
dbite’ rapidly. Personnel for food
prcpnralm is a different problem
Itogethér and we try (o maintain as
best W dan’ ihe' style of, food, we
sgitvds

Woodstock Colonial Inn

Mr. Johnson explained that
restaurants like his frequenily
change the menu to establish what
dishes are most popular.

“Most of our visitors come here
with high expectations of getting
pretty good fish dishes. It is a

challenge to be able to cater to that
expectation,”

Mr, Johnson said there was a luck
of family dining rooms in the St.
John's ‘area and he suggested that
there should be more competition in

Hotel space
slowly
expanding

Peter Murphy, manager of the
Hotel Gander, is also President of
the Newfoundland and Labrador
Motel and Hotel Association.

Mr. Murphy agreed that the
provincial tourist business was on
the upswing, but mostly with peaple
in camper trailers, and that thére
Was quite & squeeze for camping
facilities, but with regards to hotel
space, he said “I am quite  sure
there is a shoftage of hotel space,
butmot necessarily with reference to
the tourist industry as such. I think
you will find that there is something
being done about it. For example.
know that thére are expansion plans
in Grand Falls and also construction
being done in St. John's' Thé
Government, I think, realize there is
a shortage of space and I bélieve
that 'they are looking more 't
assisting people in the bisiness’ |
think you will see in the near future
that the provinee will take a greater
interestin the needs.”

The' 'biggest problem ' the
Association feels is the traming
aspect. Mr. Murphy ' said, “there
isn't really that many places where
You ean get training, ¢xcept in St
John's: We feel that'a lot of ‘these
things shouldn't go on in St. John's'
allithe time. There is a training
course in Gander now which  In-
cludes a little: bit of everything

the  business to: make (it really
healthy, °
waitress training, human r-lutions -
this type of thing.”

The other problem fac, the
industry is that while thére n be a
shortage of beds during peak tourist

season or during conventions, the
hotels and motels still have the rest
of the year to contend with. Suid Mr
Murphy, “During July and August, &
hotel might run 90 per cent o
cupancy rate; but during the winter
months it averages 60-65 per cent
andthatis for avery busy hote

Mr. \Murphy explained that con-
vention businessicould be a fantastic
business in the- Province, but that
there were only about three pluces
onthe. Island where & convention
could be held. The probleny isnot one
of beds as much as big enough hulls
and banquet facilities.

The Hotel and Motel Association
has been inexistencefor 6 years and
holds. its convention once a year
There. .are, 42 members : which
represent approximately 1,200 beds
in, both Newfoundland and
Labrador. °

\Hotel Newfoundland
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A home away from home

Millicent Billard has been
operating a tourist home at Port aux
Choix on the Northern peninsula
since 1962 but its beginnings were
purely accidental. She and her
husband had been running a general
business in the 1960's and had a large
four bedroom house. A doctor and
his wife who had been staying with
her at the time doing research
suggested that she start a boarding
house. So she contacted the tourist
board and for a fee of §$5.00,
registered three of the rooms. The
following is an edited version of an
interview with Mrs. Billard.

““1 now have 15 rooms and we have
guests from as far away as Europe,
the United States and different parts
of the mainland. We also get people
who are working in the area, but the:
bulk of our business comes from
either federal or provincial fishery
officers or people working with the
fishery. We also have commercial
travellers and people from different
government departments. Due to
poor road conditions we don’t get a
lot of tourists.

“I never have any trouble with
language problems as most people
know enough English to get by. The
summer months are the busiest
times but we are kept busy from
May until December.

“'Motels don’t provide too much
competition because I think we cater
in a different way from the motel
business. One reason people would
probably stay here is that the rates
are lower than in motels. The
nearest motel is in Hawkes Bay and
we work together. If I am filled up, 1
call them and vice versa.

“I find this business very in-
teresting especially since 1 like
people. It is an education in itself
and you learn about different
cultures and the way people live.

“I was born and raised here’ in
Port aux Choix and have never had
any training in this field at all. Most
of my training I have gathered from
the people who have stayed here
over the years. Most of my fish
recipes I have acquired from the old
fishing captains who used to stay
here first when I started.

“1 serve mostly plain, home-
cooked meals. 1 serve a lot of fish
because I find that people would
rather have fish than meat,
especially tourists. 1 can always
prepare something else very quickly
if someone prefers something other

than fish. T get a lot of my fish from
the fishermen at the wharf and I
clean and prepare it myself. I can
get almost any kind of fish that's
going such as cod, halibut, salmon,
lobster, white fish, capelin, flounder,
greysole, shrimp, herring and many

“My front door is always open and
guests can come and go at any hour
they wish. They can go to the kitchen
and make a snack at any time and |
have never had anything stolen or
run into an trouble since I started
the place.

““The hours are long and the work
is hard but I enjoy what I'm doing so
that makes it much easier, If I had
my time back, I would do it all over
again.

*“Iam located a couple of hundred
feet from the national historic site
and this creates a lotof business
during the summer. I
geologists and archeologists staying
here who are working at the ex-
cavation.

“Iam very thankful to the people
all over Newfoundland who have
stayed with me over the years and
who have helped my business
become the success it is. I owe much
of my success to my staff because

without them business wouldn't be
what itis."”

Millicent is loved by all her guests
and some actually call her ‘mother’.

Anybody visiting her boarding house
will feel as if they are living in a
home away from home, and
everyone loves to go back for a visit

Vernon Alcock of St. John's
Millicent Billard,

Billard’s Tourist Home
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The gravy may be cold,
but it's clean!

Hot turkey sandwiches are
acknowledged to be the “road food™
of Newfoundlanders and it is a rare
restaurant indeed that does not offer
some version of this taste treat on
their daily menu. Just think, if half
of the 800 licensed food establish-
ments in the Province served hot
sandwiches, at a rate of one a day, it
would take more than a year lo
sample them all.

Of course, hot turkey sandwiches
aren't the problem, it is the sanitary

important to the purchaser. and
Newfoundland’s record for all food
preparation is virtually flawless.

“While quality and standards of

and service may vary from
place to place, Newfoundland's
system of maintaining cleanliness
and sanitary conditions in its eating
establishments applies equally to
all, and is one of the highest such
standards in the country.

The provincial health department,
which has control over the in-
spection and licensing of such
establishments, cites only six
reported cases of food poisoning last
year and only three cases of closure

D.A. Strong is head of the Health
Department’s Inspection Service
and he is pleased with the general
efforts involved in the inspection
business, although he says more
inspections and more stringent
regulations would only serve to
make a good situation even better.

The Health Department, unlike
many other provinces, has total
jurisdiction over such matters, Mr.
Strong said. He explained that since
1947 this has been the case, whereas
other provinces have separate
municipal or county health in-
spection services, each with their
own rules.

Mr. Strong, who works closely
with the Canadian Restaurant
Association, had praise for that
organization in its efforts o over-

come the county health inspection _

system by adopting a cross-Canada
sanitary code, and he said the
provincial health department has
approved the code.

Mr. Strong described the in-
spection process and showed that it
covered all aspects of the operation
from the outside appearance of the
building and the grounds, to the fact

goes through about four a year, are
outside surroundings: dining room:
kitchen; refrigeration;  dish-
washing; storeroom: garbage
disposal; sewerage disposal; water
supply; washrooms, and several
miscellaneous categories

Mr. Strong said it was rare to go
into a food establishment and find
everything satisfactory and he
explained that operators are given
up to a week to clean up their act, a
follow-up inspection is done at the
end of the period and further checks
are made throughout the year.

Mr. Strong said the biggest
problem with the whole sanitation
aspect of the restaurant business
was educating owners - operators
and staff about safe practices. He
said most infractions of the
regulations occur for two reasons,
lack of knowledge, and carelessness,
emphasizing further the need for
education

He said the prospectlive
restauranteur should immediately
contact the district office closest
him, or check with the St. John's
office. The Department wants to
help each newcomer in the business
get started right, and the first thing
to establish are sanitary conditions
and practices for food handling

He said 14,680 food control in-
spections were carried out in 197
Co-joint with these, more than 00
sanitation inspections and about

that there might be

of an for
infractions of the r A

and items in areas aamc

more detailed deseription of the
regulations can be found on Page 37

he
The basic areas covered in an
i every

Around the Province

Labrador MHA describes
north tourist potential

Joe Goudie, after beating his head
against that peculiar concrete wall
that surrounds Labrador, at least in
the political sense, decided to make
a go of getting the improvements the
territory needs by getting into
government.

He was so successful he ended up
as an MHA, and a MHA, in the
Premier’s Office, a post usually
rgervad for bright boys on the way

He is concerned about Labrador,
about
and the granting of opportunities to
people, equal lo those ex-
penenced by people in the rest of the
province,

_While, af eourse, there are many

‘matters in his daily affairs,
we asked Mr. Goudie if he could talk

to us about tourism. The following
article is an edited version of his
remarks, and as you can see, he
talks about other things also.

“As it stands right now the only
tourist trade we get is from the sport
fishermen who come in for the
saimon and Arctic char and the few
tourists who come up on the CN
boats. The tourists who come up are
getting all the first class cabins and
people who are travelling from
Goose Bay to Nain on a holiday, or
on business, spend most of their time
in the lobby, or in the dining room
and sometimes sleep on the floor.
Some people come in from other
parts of Canada or the States to visit
their relatives who may be stationed
at Goose Bay. g

3,000 inspections took
place. Mr. Strong explained the
Department also inspected all milk
processing facilities and dairy
farms.

Skiing at Goose Bay



Northwest River, Labrador

“There is one hotel in Happy

Valley. Hotel Goose, and a second
one which is going to be opened
shortly will be a 28-room hotel.

There are a lot of people who end up
going to the Visitors Officer's
Headquarters on what used to be
called the American Base. There isa
hotel in Nain which is small and
pretty well occupied all the time, so
the only alternative if you're not
fishing, or visiting friends, is to
travel and live on the coastal boats,

“Right now I'm not sure what the
coast would have to offer tourists
other than the sight seeing tours that
you get on the CN boats. The boats
stay in port for a maximum of 6 to 8

hours and, in some cases, as short as

20 minutes or half an hour, so there

i ou can get a look to see
what is going on. In Cartwright and
Nain and Hopedale there is a little
more freight traffic and the boats tie
up a little longer so you might be
able to see a little bit more of these
places.
“You can go into a handicrafts store
and buy local handicrafts and take a
few pictures and people from outside
the arca have made a lot of ex-
claimations about the scenery. They
think it is quite fantastic to see the
wild unoccupied parts of Canada.

“'I was President of the Labrador
Heritage society until I was elected

.MHA and a little over a year ago we

put in a bid for a Provincial park at
Muskrat Falls which is near phase
three of the Churchill hydro
development, 20 miles up-river from
Happy Valley-Goose Bay. We
suggested a park there because of
tourist trade as well as it being an
historic sight. That was the first
portage that the trappers from Lake
Melville, going inland, crossed over
and the last one coming out, 50 it's
one of the few remaining visible
signs of a different Labrador
lifestyle.

“There should be two or three
trappers’ cabins built on this por-
tage with an access road from the
present tote road which is built to
within a mile or so of the park area.

‘There is one other provincial park
being requested, this one for North
West Point, 30 miles by road from
Goose Bay. It is one of the older
communities in the lake Melville
area and is one of the better berry-
picking areas. I don't know what the
status of that particular request is
yet.

hear that the Federal govern-
ment is considering two National
Parks for Labrador; one at the
Mealy Mountains, which is on the
south side of Lake Melville, and the
other one in the Torngat Mountain
area, north of Nain. My own per-
sonal opinion is that the Torngat
Mountains Park should run south of
the Fraser River Canyon, the main
ground for the last remaining large
caribou herd in Labrador,
something like 150,000 animals.

*'I've seen between 200-300 colored
slides of that area, right from the
Fraser River Canyon and up north,
and the only way to describe it, 1
suppose, is in the traditional way of
saying it is “breathtaking.” There
are all sorts of good skiing areas and
hiking and all that sort of thing can
easily be done. Access can be made
available through the boat service,
or if someone had enough money,
they could fly in there

““There are the uranium deposits
at Monkey Hill near Makkovik. I
don’t know how large an operation
that will become, but, I think it will
be fairly sizeable and with that sort
of industry going on, there are going
to be people who want to relax. One
way is snowmobiling, fishing and
hunting. Makkovik and all along the
coast is ideal for that sort of thing.

“There is the Smokey Mountain
Ski Lodge in Labrador City which is
one of the better ski slopes in eastern
Canada. We have another ski area,
Snow Goose Mountain, near Goose
Bay, which is now coming into its

own.

““The fish camps have not been
explored*yet. There's prime fishing
in Labrador. How many parts of
Canada left are there where you can
set a record in one year for a 56% Ib.

lake trout. Three to eight pound

trout are normal in our area, lots of

salmon and Arctic char. Nain
produces 1—3 of Canada's total
production of Arctic char annually.

“There are quite a lot of fish
camps at this point in time, but there
are certainly lots of water and rivers
left. My personal feeling is that a
group such as the Labrador
Resources Advisory Council should
be consulted and plans should be
developed whereby government
could make loans available to local
people, and people who have an
interest in developing this sort of
thing in Labrador.

“*An alternative to that would be
for the government to go and build
the fish camps, train local people in
the field of advertising, setting up
and running the camp and then turn
the camps over to them over a two or
three year period with an option of
the owner retaining the initial in-
vestment.

“It's a vast red tape system we
have to go through and it's a con-
tinuous up-hill battle. 1 don’t mind
fighting for what we have to get, but
it feels to me, and most of the other
residents of Labrador, inciuding
Labrador west, that we are a little
colony which is run by St. John's.

“‘That attitude has to be done
away with and the government has
to look towards Labrador in terms of
putting things back in for what's
being extracted. Opening it up
means putting in a trans-Labrador

ighway, or a railway, opening up
the mineral resources and the hydro
resources.

‘“Tourists haven't been all that
prevelant in Labrador in the past
and I don’t have an overall tourist
development scheme in my mind.

But, with 128,000 sq. miles of
country and 35000 people, that
leaves a lot of country and a lot of
water free to be utilized by someone.

The Resources Advisory Couneil,
along with government, and the
local people, should be able to come
up with some sort of a fairly good
workable plan whereby the tourist
industry will be encouraged more
than it has been. I think there are all
sorts of people all over the world
who like to get into an area for a
week or two, almost as a retreat, to
just relax and hear a few birds sing
and listen to the wind in the trees.

“Labrador is a part of this
province and we're not being treated
equally, but I.don't know if
separation is the answer. Some of
these: basic problems have to be
overcome before we can get into the
real heavy planning in terms of
tourist industry and  tourist
development. There are much more
basic issues, but there is na reason
why we can't start working on them
DN -
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Eastport Peninsula

Over the years, through the
Eastport Festival, the beaches, the
summer homes and Terra Nova
National Park, the Eastport

has

about what the area has to offer.

“There are lovely beaches around
here. In July and August we have the
Eastport Festival which offers the
teaching of handicrafts and the
showing of plays and musical
events. this year is
going to be a concert from the school
kids and the following Friday we will
be having an opening dance. This
year funds are pretty low, so
therefore we will have to have &
cover charge.

“Rural Development supported
the Festival in the past. It started
from the Arda program. We bought
an old school and made a theatre out
of it. The Festival has been going on
for about 5 summers. People from
the outside are also involved in these
things. The Lion's Club also has its
carnival during this time. The
Ladies Auxiliary from the Memorial
Hospital have a sale and tea, and
several groups hold provincial
meetings.

“Sandringham should be getting
the golf course soon. No land has
been cleared or anything like that. It
is bogged down just temporarily.
The golf course will be done under
the supervision of Terra Nova
National Park.

“‘People can stay at the Eastport
Motel, the White Sales Inn, the park,
and the trailer park.

“‘We feel that the fee structure in
the Park really hurt us last summer.
People were there and were afraid
to go out because they thought they
would have to pay to get back in. I
say it was down around 30 per cent
around here. The gas stations and
everything were also down. The
road is now being improved to the

area from the trans-Canada high-
way and I think this will improve
things a great deal.

“‘We have a lot of summer homes
here. There are also a lot more being
constructed. One woman is building
cabins, and also another man is
§pllu; to build some cabins.

“We have an information centre

employed during the summer and

according ‘to their brief, and the

response they got from the outside,
the tourists really liked the area.

“There isn't too much vandalism.
We have picnic tables and fire
places, change houses and toilets on
the beaches and these things give us
agood name.

“The population of the whole
peninsula is around 1,600. Eastport
and Happy Adventure are the
biggest places. People are on the
increase and not on the decrease.
Some of the people work in Gander,
Grand Falls, and St. John's and
there are a few fishing and farming
and at other jobs.

“Farming is not as stable in
Eastport as it was once. Fishing is

— has much to offer

also carrying on pretty well in
Happy Adventure but not too much
in Eastport.

+““The Lobster pools in Happy Ad-
venture is owned by the Fishermen's
Producers Association. It is a co-
operative owned by people from all
over and originally organized by the
Rural Development Association. It's
particularly nice for the tourists to
come 1o the area and get fresh
lobster.

*I think the people who went away
are going to come back here and
build. There are a lot of people back
and buildingnow.” @

History of Lewisporte
depicted in wall hangings

This year is Lewisporte's Cen-
tennial and in its honor the local

residents were used.
Hilary Perry was the artist and

Rural 0
obtained a most imaginative $15,000
LIP grant.

Four women spent 24 weeks
hooking a 28 fi. hanging which
depicts the history of Lewisporte in
approximately 20 different colors
using 350 skeins of wool averaging
5% oz each. In order to gel the
appropriate colors, i s,
sweaters,

socks, ete.

‘The “‘centrepiece"’ of the Lewisporte wall hanging.

color on the project.
She went around the town sketching
pictures of well-known places and
seeking information about buildings
and events that na longer exist, She
then transferred the drawing onto
the brin backing.

In addition to such scenes as the
first schooner, the first graveyard,
the first town council building, the
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Early days of Lewisporte shown on the wall hanging.

churches, the first car, ete, the
border contains over 70 different
designs of items found around
Lewisporte. Local flowers, animals
and fish, a washboard butter churn,
powderhorn, and many more are
shown in their appropriate colours.
In the centre of the hanging is the
symbol of Lewisporte, the passenger
ship Clyde which was built in 1900
and bears the motto “faithful ser-
vice'",

Hilary, Dorothy
Befte Spracklin, and

in Mrs. 'S They

Tuna fishing has long been
associated with Conception Bay and
the Lewisporte area. Every August
tuna boats can be seen eruising back
and forth in the bays looking for the
elusive tuna.

And elusive they have been these
past few years, especially in the
Lewisporte area. The tuna haven't
disappeared, they just aren't biting.
One explanation given is the easy
availability of squid, herring and
mackerel which they feed on.

Bill Chaulk, a tuna operator from
Lewisporte, first started in the tuna
chartering business eight years ago.
He says business was good the first
three years, but then the tuna
seemed to stop biting. At the same
time that he had to start chasing
them more, the price of gasoline
began to skyrocket. And now he's
thinking of giving up tuna chartering
altogether.

And so are other tuna operators.
He figures there are only 7 tuna
boats fishing out of Lewisporte now
which is far less than they used to

be.
If Bill gives up tuna chartering

used an 8' frame and as one part of
the hanging was completed, they
moved the frame along. When asked
about the work, ali they could say
was it was ‘‘back breaking."

But they have now given
Lewisporte a magnificent piece of
history which should last a life time.
When it is properly framed, it will be
hung in the four local churches and
then the Development Association,
hopes to find a semi-permanent
hanging place so that tourists can
share in Lewisporte's history. @

The old and new Town Hall.

. he says he nlight use his
boat instead for sightseeing tours.
He feels there is a demand for this
service, plus it would keep expenses
down because a mate is not needed
and the engine can be turned off
while people are picnicking .

Most of the tuna fishermen used to
come from the States, although it
has dropped off in recent years, and
quite a few come from Germany.
There is one german man who
charters Bill's boat for an entire
month of August just to fish tuna.

Bill usually takes his customers to
fish around Western Head, Bay of
Exploits and New Bay, although last
year there were quite a few tuna
around Campbeliton and he fished
there.

Bill charges $175 a day and can
take up to 5 people. He provides a
captain and a mate. Coffee and
sandwiches are included in the
price, but he will get whatever other
food people want, providing they pay
forit.

Bill has a Cape Islander, as do
most tuna operators, and to equip a
Cape Islander out as a tuna boat
with two tuna rods, 14.0 reels or
larger, 800 yards of line, a tuna chair
and the rest of the equipment, costs
over $500. And since there are no
rebates on gasoline, running a tuna
boat can get pretty expensive.

Those who charter the boats are
sports fishermen and aré usually not
interested in tuna once it is
caught. Sometimes the fish are
tagged, but most times they are let
go unless the fisherman wants to
have his picture taken with it or

——
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Craft Centre success

Although it is only a small log
cabin, the Twillingate-New World
Island Craft Shop has brought extra
income to the people of the area and
enjoyment to the

extra many

tourists who annually visit these
noted islands.

Built through LIP as a public
library, but never used because it
was too small and damp, the
building was put on public tender

HA N B
HRlE was

New World Island Craft Centre.

Bill Chaulk of Lewisporte getting his tuna boat ready for the water.

(Continuation)

have it stuffed. The unwritten law is
that the tuna belongs to the captain.

Occasionally tuna operators sell to
the Japanese, but the same
Japanese firm that buys tuna in
Newfoundland pays double for it in
Prince Edward Island, according to
Bill Chaulk.

For the last two years there has
been' the Rothman's tuna derby.
Last year two men caught tuna each

‘weighing 865 pounds and they split
the $1200 prize money between them.
The captains got a color T.V. set and
$500.

But despite Rothman's promotion
of tuna through the derby, Bill finds
it just too expensive to run his
charter boat these days. And
judging from what he says the tuna
days are just about over in the
Lewisporte area. ®

and bought by the area Women's
Institute in 1971.

When the Women's Institute
wanted to move it to 2 more central
spot, they ran into land grant
problems. But with a little outside
help, the problem was finally settled
and today the building sits just
outside the entrance to the com-
munity of Summerford.

For the first years the members of
the local Women’s Institute ran the
Centre on a volunteer basis, by
taking in any goods the people of the
area were willing to make, paying
for the goods on a consignment basis
and having Women's Institute
members assigned to cover different
days.

By the second year, the W.IL
decided to hire a couple of girls and
pay them a nominal salary, but still
pay for the goods on a consignment
basis. But as time went on, and the
group grew more experienced, they
decided to loan money to themselves
at the beginning of each season, buy
the goods outright and pay a woman
on a regular basis a small salary for
running the Centre. The paid em-
ployee now works five days a week
and all members donate a half day
each at some point throughout the
summer.

This system has worked very well
and in 10 weeks last summer the
Centre had about 2,500 visitors, did
$4,000 in sales and provided ap-
proximately 125 people in the area
with additional income.

The Centre is open 11-5 every day,
and could be open more often, if it
could be staffed. The area rural
development association has helped
by providing outdoor toilets and
doing some landscaping.

Many of the visitors are relatives
of people living in the area, and
those from away are primarily
campers looking for something
small., ‘Consequently, the jams and
jellies and home baked goods have
proved very popular.

Mitts, sweaters, inexpensive
patchwork quilts, crotching are also
popular, as well "as the Newfoun-
dland breadboxes made by local
cooper, Melvin Woolfrey. There are
also several wood carvers in the
area and a man who makes reed
baskets from red rods and lithy's.

What's _ interesting about this
tourist centre is its success. Many
such efforts struggle along for a
year or two dependent on outside
funds, but this group apparently had
the right ingredients of enthusiasm
and hard work to make a success of
their project, They also know their
limitations and have not triedto
expand beyond their means, but
rather have concentrated on doing
well the small project on which they
started. L]
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Twillingate -

Because there have been so many
other priorities in the lives of
Newfoundlanders, heritage and the
preserving of our past has long gone
by the way side. But recently a
number of communities have
realized the importance of
preserving remnants of their past,
not only for themselves, but for the
many tourists who are interested in
Newfoundland.

Onesuch community is Twillingate
where not only is there a museum
and craft shop, but the well-
preserved St. Peter’s church built in
1842 which is one of the oldest
churches in the province, and the
Grace Boehner, the now stationa
fishing schooner built in 1919,
Recently refurbished is the guide
hall which was built around the turn
of the century as a customs shed and
then later used as the library.

The museum is located in what
used to be St. Peter’s rectory and is
noted for its lovely pine fioors,
moldings and doors. The museum
itself is very attractively laid out
with each room centred around a
different theme. For example, one
room has been reconstructed as a
bedroom complete with brass bed,
baby's wooden rocker, and an old
metal bathtub. Another room has
instruments from the original
hospital and the still usable printing
press from the Twillingate Sun
newspaper which was in existence
from 1888 to 1948. In other rooms
there are some Dorset Eskimo
remains, a hurdi gurdi and material
about Georgina (Toulinquet)
Stirling, the famous opera singer
who was born in that community.

In one of the front rooms on the
second floor is the Twillingate craft
shop which was started 4 years ago
by the Women's Institute and is now
open from approximately July 1st to
August 31st. Any goods that the local
people want to sell, such as knitted
articles or wooden handicrafts are
sold on a consignment basis in the
shop. A Secretary of State grant has
helped keep the shop staffed and for
the past two years the grant has also
paid for video-taping of some of the
older traditional crafts in
community.

Twillingate is only one of several
communities that realizes how
important its history is to the un-
derstanding of the future. It is hoped
that other communities will follow
suit.

L]

Old Twillingate rocker with
bathtub in the background.
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The Grace Boehner permanently docked in Twillingate.

Quilting Industry in Patches

In Moreton's Harbour on New
World Island can be found some of
the loveliest handmade quilts
anywhere in the province. The work-
manship is outstanding, and the
colours and designs make them
more like pictures than bedspreads.

‘There is no doubt about it. The
quilts are beautiful. But they aren’t

and the project through
which these quilts were produced
‘has now stopped.
‘What happened?

The project was the brainstorm of
a very energetic woman named
Margaret Knight. She got the idea
when a group of women from
Moreton’s Harbout won first prize
for their quiit in a Rural Develop-
ment Craft contest the year before.
She got the local Women’s Institute
to sponsor the project and after a
great deal of discussion, runaround
and frustration, the quilting project
was approved as a federal govern-
ment LEAP project.

As with all LEAP projécts, there is
an initial feasibiity phase which
generally lasts 6 months. During this
time every one involved analyses
whether the project can realistically
go ahiad for a period not exceeding
three years. The purpose of LEAP is
to develop a long term employment

am, but while the people are
trained, they are paid at the same
time.-

Initially the project appeared to bé
a good one. After much consultation
with various people involved with
crafts in the province, a quilting
instructor was sent to the com-
munity. 13 women were trained on

how to make the quilts. They then
worked on their own.

A house was rented and the
women worked in two shifts, 9-6 p.m.
and 1-10 p.m. Approximately five
women worked on an individual quilt

Moreton's Harbour quilts.
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