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Ed K'jWa ms , Sw;nt'S/X'ciaUsl with Central Breedmg Station

DICKS
AWASH

A Pig is a
or is it?

NOTICE

THIS SWINEBREEDING STATION
IS> ATTI!.""PTlN6 TO ......'''lUl''l ..
"16" STl.No.t.tO OJ "'Ull "lAL1'"

VISITORS 'If: 'll(lHtPlIT(I).

On the t'crtue at t ·O~-t· Road, JUM
outside th(' ell,- umus of M . .Jotms,
you'll find a government fill ·,ht, thai
at first looks hk(' a ('0Ill"('1I00 of tin
huts. If )"OU ask to see the prcrnrsve ,
the staff wut rellretlully It'll ,·OUthai
the)' c an't allo... "ou msrde, Per­
sonnet who work tht,rt· must ('han.c('
clothes before ('nt('rln&: the ....orkm..:
area. ;lind shces are 111\('0 a 1001bath
to make sure that no eonrammauon
is carr-red into inc sht-ds. UntO mUlht
think that SOffit' lOP St.'crl't opc r-auon
was underway , but In reamv. rnc
whoto aim of all thl' preeaauons l!i to
keep about -150PIRS in j)('rh'ct tu-ann

Tht' swine bn'l'dinl/: prearam was
set up in 1!Hi2. 1,nth thl' arm 01
pr cd uc m g carefully !tclec!l'd hl.~h­

bred b r('{'din/o: s tock for dl!ttrlbutLon
to producers around thl' Island who
are chosen with l'(IUa l ca re. Io;d
Wil lia ms. the S\lo'tnt' Spl'clahst WIth
t h e P r o v i n r i al acver nmcm -s
program, says that swine producers
arou nd tht, Island have both ad­
ventages a nd drsudva ntage s to
co ns tuer

-we started out with th e rd e a Iha l
we ha d to /o:t'I a loI:ood pt'f lormin,lo!
a n ima l in ordl'r to co m pt' te. Fecd
costs arl" hi i!:h . and thl' fact that we
arE' a n is la nd ml';W!:i Ihat Wl,'fl' at
the (' nd of tht' linl' in lE'rms 01
t ransporta tion costs on r.:ood!> an d
services. T hat's bl'tni!: prOH'n ('very
d a y , as is shown b~' thl' fact tha t ....e
ha ve th(" hii:hl,!tt rost of llvtnlo!: tn
Canada. \pparE'ntly, the swtne
p rod ucer fac<.>s tht, silmt' problems
in this relo!:ard as dOl'lo tht' avera~e

ciHlen.
'" mt'nlioned that th('n' Wt'rE' som('
advanta!l:t's," says Mr ..... ilhams.
"and possibh· the ,Ut'att'st of theM."IS
th(" faN we art' an island, and had a
lo w pi~ populalion Wt' thouRht very
s("riously and still are thmkmR H'r~·

seriously. of havlni!: Ihls area !iN up
as a swinl' dlst'as(" fn'e area . ThiS IS
bf'ing looked at m the hop(' that Wt'
could bf'comc involv("(1 In tht' t'XpoM
of minimal diM."as("bn'("(1mjZ stock to
Canada and other paMs of the ....orld
WE' fN.'1 thaI Ihls holds tht' Rreatest
promist' for us m terms of S\lo'me
p r od uc tion ...

Ma r kt' t hog producllon IS fi.('(" n as a
sp inoff of the b refliinJl: p rOllram. ThE'
station was es tabhsh("(1 to aid m thE'
production of high brt'd Kilts (Small
piglets) which ar(' inte nded for sale

Pig, is a Pig
to local p roducers. A smaner station
in Corner Broo k fills the same rotc in
the western a rE'a of the province.

TOTA L PORK
CONSUMPTION

Total po rk consumption In
Newfoundland last year was about
25 million pounds, ....Ith four million
pounds corrnne (rom local sources.
Mr. Williams reets that local
p roduction miRhl be doubl("(1 to
about the eight mdhon pound It''''l'!.
but says that becormne totalh· scu­
surrtciem in pork IS not a roausue
aim. Transportation costs , sparse
population. hi!i:h fE'E'd ecs i s .
geogr-aphic location. and t r .. n­
spcrtatjon problems tnvorvcc m IhE'
movement of the rresn pork help
ma ke self sufficiency in pork un­
teastbre.

" We eoncenn-ate our enons In th('
mai n centres," exptamcd ~Ir

Williams. " WE"v(" auempted from
the start to set up rnese cpveauons
wit hi n 50 miles of adequate
m a r k e t in g and slauJthtetlnll
facilities. in an ertorr to r('duce
t r ansportanon costs. Wha t we've
do ne no w is to set a nvc Yt'ar
pr od ucti on goal. of 3!t.UOO market
hogs for the Eastern reason. and
5.000 fo r the w este rn rvatcn. In
a d d itio n to th is , p rod uce rs in Ccm r-al
re gi on s will pr od uce arou nd 2.vuu
m a rket hogs. Th l'Y'U staugtuer th l'lf
ho gs th rou gh loca l Iac tlun-s. T h IS
will be equrvalem 10 about l:l,~

million pounds of po rk ," OVE'f a I'IV('

yl'ar pe rrod. uus means thai pork
production should uouere.

Sever-al thinRs must happen bl'I('rt'
the ma rket hOR program can ex­
pand. The h r st IS thai addItional
slaughter re c ruues must be addt'd III
the Eastt'rn reeron. Since October
1st. of last year the station has nut
been accl'ptlnJ/, an~· appncauons
from SWine producers III the Eastern
re g io n . and the reason for thllo I!>
simple. The Ptea santvifte abbatorr
is working at capacity, and ex ­
pansion mus' take place eerorc an~'

rortner developmenl in the market
hog arl'a can takt' place. GO\"Nn­
ment has said that it will be e x­
panding th,. facility in the nva r
future , but no date for the start of
work has been announced

HIGH ST AN DAR DS
KEPT

Visitors to the S~'lne I:trE'edln~

Statio n cannot enter- thl' area ~ hl're
the piJ/,s a re actually kept. Tht.'
m ai n te na nce o f a hiJth s tandard 01
sa nitation is essential. In us hll('l'n
years o f ocerauon. the station 1o0ta r
has been ablt' 10 mainta in an ex­
ce pt ionally Rood record III reearc ro
hog diseases. This le a ds to IhE' ho pe
l ha t c urrent ertorts to he ve the
isl a nd d ecl a re d as a s ..... m e disca so
fre t' Itrt'a may be looked Ia vo u re bt y
upo n by Fed er a l o fficials.

In ea r ly J u ne, sta ff members Irom
the s ra ucn he ld d iSCUSSIOns wit h
FE'dE'ral off ici a ls rE'Jta rd in/o!: rru s
m auer , a nd the y say tha t th ('



Federal people were qUill.' rm­
pren ed with LhC'station's H'tuP and
record.

At pr ese nt . then' 15 no Il'll.lshnwn
wh ich eould declaro' rno Is la nd as a
diu'aS(' t r ee Itl'l. but a blU bercrc
th e House of Commons would make
l uc h • step poesmte. If thl' arca
sho u ld be 10 dcclarl"d tht' Im­
portati on of amm als to the 151'lIId
w uld be enner stoppt"d or ptaccd
und e r au- ict comror. This would
en su re th at the current hIJ(l'l I('H.'I 01
health a mon" the pronncl"" herds
cou ld be ma inlamf:'d.

However . the whole arl'a 01
",atMelina: Interprcvmcral tude IS a
tri cky one. eutuns II ' it docs mro
area. governed by the Hrltlsh North
Ame rica Act . Should the t"l'dcral
a u tho r it ies ne t eecrere the island as
• disease free area. then the
pro vinc ia l government rn,,,ht be
a ble to in effect do IhE'same thln.ll by
deve lop ing such hUlh standards of
animal hea lth for holCSenre rma the
Ili a nd that none but the locally
produced a nimals could mcc r the
erue rta.

It seem. Iron ic that Newfoundland
II ilm itE'd In te r-ms of what ...ve milY
e xport. Man~' of our vceerabrcs
ca nno t be exported from tne island
due to the pr esen ce of dIseases he re.
Ev en cars lea ving the Isla nd m u st be
cle an sed , lest they ca r ry conraarcn
to th e mainland. A turnabout to
prot ect the high health standa rds of
Newfou ndl and 's swi ne herd would
only seem to be fa ir play.

HOW TO RAISE
PIGS

How ca n one jl:et Involved In m e
hog bu s iness in New fou nd la nd'! It
you think it 's just a s trnp te m atte r 01
dropping by the sta lion, co ltccnng a
couple of sows a nd a boar or two a nd
sll ck ln ll th em in a shed out back,
you 'd be tter forJ;lel It ,

"One of the crueria is that you
have to be will inl! 10 s lart small,"
l ay s Mr . Williams, "and co mbine II
wi th other phases 01 aICricultura l
product ion. At first It can only be
relarded as I supplement to you r
income. II the prod uce r is adap­
ta ble, a nd conditions e re ICood, wl"11
expand th e IndivlduII'5 operation " ,
Mr . Will iam s statE'S that the hlrllest
sta r ti ng herd thE'Y will permu ts ;W
IO WI, and th is is not an eeonomsc
un u . In other words, 30 PIllS won 't
pro vide alivinjl:. E'sp('clally when one
considers the costs involved In
se nl ng up the facilnles.

" We also dictat(' bUlldlnll plans
a nd specifications. " add .. Mr .
Willi a mi . "Buildings cost are hiRh .
We estimate It costs somewhere In
th e vicinity of 11 ,500 per lOW to
prevlde adequate buildinas and
eq uip me nt . ThE' rnvesrmem for a 30
lOW ' farrow to finish ' operation , in
wh ich you raise the young pigs to the
m arlcet stale, means an Invest ment
of over forty thousand dollars. Mosl

people a ren't prepared to mvcst thlll
m uch money with th e rIsks as hlJ.!h
as they are.

"Unless one is properl~" tralnl'<l
a nd kn o w s hew to m an age a sow
opera tion, a pe rson could run Into all
kin ds c r t rouble . We won't even
consider hel pinji!a pr od uce r 10 set up
unl ess he 's wuuna to come 10 to me
station and ta ke a three wl'ck
t ra ining course in the ca re and
m an a gem ent ora sow he rd."

LOCAL PRODUCERS
UNDER TIGHT

CONTROL
Th e local producers are under

ti ght co nt rol from th e ce nu-et ~winc

Br eeding sta tio n, Howe ve r , t h~y

don ' t resent what some miJi!ht see a
go ve r n ment meddlinJ;l In thl'Ir
bu sin esses . The bia h cost of feed and
transporta tio n. e mo na other vmn a s .
means tha i the prod uce rs must
operate on ha ir li ne thin mar.lllOs
between profit and loss, if they arc 10
be competitive with Im por ted meat
Th e method of settlnR the crree 01
pigs , the measurinil. of the 'back (at ' ,
a m ea su r em en t of the ratio of fal to
meat, means in er rec r tha t over or
under fed animals Will suff('r from a
sharp drop in price.

It seems 5tranlle to those not In thc
know that a hail. weighlnlC 2lJOpounds
m ay sell for con5idenbly less than
one weighing 175 pounds. However,
sto p and think for a minute. When
was the lasl ume you willlnRly
bought a pork roast with a lot o( fat
on It!

Tight controls on brl'edlnll: times ,
Ieeding. weaninl! times, I!rowth
times, and a host of other factors II
esseeuat I( Newfoundlanders are to
remain competitive WIth mainland
rarmers whose costs of production,
Il!specialiy in the areas of tran­
spo rtalion and feed, are appreciably

DICK.
AWA."

lower. The sranon's aim Is to make
the producer more etncreru than hIS
r iva l mainland counterpart. a nd
most prod uce rs in the proaram a rc
glad of the assistance and Ji!uldance
the)' receive from the experts at the
Swine a reec tna sranon

CHANGE IN EMPHASIS
Curren Uy, the station is ptanmna

to I hilt the emphasis of th(' Ir 10'
vctvcrnent in the local swine m­
du s l ry . They hope to be a ble to
concent ra te more l\"- th e breeding 01
pu r e bloodli ne s . and It.'t t he
pr od uc tion of nr eed tna Ji!ilts be
handled by ' mu ltip lie r-producers '
wh o will be designated by me
s tation. These pr od u ce r s will
ass ume the responsibil ity o f
prov idin g bre ed tng stock for
pr od uce rs who later go IOta the
business.

BUYING PI GLETS
Mos t of the station 's work IS In­

vo rvec with la rge scale producers
who are willinl to devote a lot of
time a nd money to buildinil. mom­
selves and their operations Into
viable, competuive operations. ThE'
station does not supply gilts to those
who may wish. fOt'example, to raise
a pig or two for stauamer. Any
pigletl that are available for uns
purpose are moved rnrcu z n
agriculLural societies or develop­
ment association. who then eccepr
r e l po ns lbili t y (or the piglets ,
Producers are encouraged to sell
some of their piglets on the open
marlcet . Mr . Williams says thai the
Iull demand for piglets is not bE'lnil.
met at this time, but he hopes Ihat
within a few years supply Will be
equal to the demand.

Pat Murr a" a former Deputy
Min is ter of Agriculture, was the
ma n who's fo resight and VISion was



F'ORMORE
INFORMATION

Ind ividu als wno nave qu("stlUn s
reJj!ardin ll t he swine brt'("dmc.
program In th( ' provmce :.ho uld
contact me a ll.r1('u ltu ra l repn's('n­
tati..-e for tht'lr area . Ht"11 be abll' to
etve mem all the mrormauon ht' has,
and if more should he needed. ht"l1
put thorn in touch with the pl'oph ' at
the conn-at Swine Hn'("dml( stallon .

This little pig is going to market:

responsrbtc for thl' sta r t of tht , SWllW

breeding program over nnccn yours
a go . Th t' b a si c program he
esrabhsbcd tnon IS s t ill in errecr
today , Th e pr oa r-am IS a ct assre
examp le of ao ver n m en t e cm a
so m et hing po s u rve. and then fm dmli!.
it a lmost to ta lly i.i!.nored b~' the press
and 2en("ra l public . It 's cru-n been
said Ih at ' no news IS !lood news ' . a nd
the government's swine urcedme
program seems to be a ll.(,o(,d
oxampte.

J O:!ieph -"bck.f-'y is one of lhe more
surcf-'ssful swine producers in
Newfoundland. HI' spoke witn Deck.s
A wash about his experience in
farming, especially his i nvolvement
with the swine production industry.

" A farmer must be many things
rolled int o one, He's got to be a
manager, a mechanic. a plumber,
an electrician, a businessm an , and a
ga m ble r Is the main thing of all . He
has to gamble on the business when
the thint( is down, and just roll along
smoothly when it 's up, "

Joseph Mackt'y is no stranger to
gam blinK in the farming busin ess .
When he returned from the war in
1947, he went to work with the
Newfoundland Light and Power Co.,
and remained there for 12 years. He
found , however, that his early
background in a g r icu lt u r e .. his
father owned a small farm .. .kept r'e­
emergin R, and he started to get into
the business as a sideline, He had a
truck, and r-aise d pu llets for sale
th roughout the province, He finally
cut his ties with the security of a
weekly paycheck , and started
devoting full time to the poultry
busint'ss , He invested in layinJj! birds .
and soon had a flock of 8,000, which
was large for the time , He saw that
coming competition would make the
laying-bird business a tough one, so
he went back into producing nothing
but pullets. He ra ised thousands of
birds for the big producers.

Things were looking good for the
Mackey farm . They were about to
see first hand how the luck of a
termer could change.

" In 1964 I had a sort of a disaster.
I 'd gone into the birds fairly big, and
had built big buildings, and I had to
borrow money tq, do that. I struck
disease, and there was noth ing we
could have done to sto p it. They
didn 't have the druRs to inoculate

against diseases , 50 we lost
thousands of birds, and I lost a lot of
money . A lot of people thought I was
go ing to give up, but I never thoug ht
so myself,"

Today Joseph Mackey is the
owner of a fa rm which is nestled on
the outskirts of St. John's. He con­
centrates on swine production, and
m ake. what he describes as a "more
than satisfactory living," in a
business where the margin between
loss and profit is at times paper thi n,
Provincial producers. faced with
high feed a nd transportation costs ,
m us t be mort' effic ient tha n the
mainland producers they compete
with . For this reason , the
Newfoundland Government 's
Central Swine Breeding Station
exerc ises a close supervision of the
farmer 's operations, and sta nds
ready to as sist the producer in a
number of ways.

The high -cost of investment,
co upled withj.he th in profit margin,
m ak e the sw ine business one in
which the newcomer should exercise
consIderable care. The current cost
of bouslng one sow and her litters
can run as high as 1100 dollars when
you a re talking about new buildings .
Once the herd is established, Mr .
Mackey feels that feed cost
pr oble m s can lead the unwary into
debt which g ives the feed compa nies
a real grip on the Individual. He
explains that most ne w producers
will have to buy feed on credit fo r
some time, and this can prove to be
expensive, •

"About eight years ago, I was in
wit.h a feed company, and lowed
them about $40,000 , Another
salesman from a enrrerent company
came in here, and showed me that I
was payin g seven thousa nd dollars a
year too much (or my feed, I waited
my time, and I pa id off the first

company . Th en I bouaht m y h ,t'd
from another outf it, a nd tha t \lo as un
extra seven thousand doll ar-s I m ade
the to ltowtng year , Th at kind o.
thi ng is still Roin!!:on today,"

Hog producers in the Eastern
section of the Isl and face one major
problem these days. There's a bad
bottleneck in the production precess
at the Pleasantvill e s la ught t'r ing
facility , and this is th e m ain ob st a cle
to increased production .

"The small plant down in
P leasantv ille was buill to handle a
maximum of 600 hogs per week . If
the pl an t was large enough, I think
they could be handling three times
that amount. In the last two years
I've seen 38 people , I think it is , who
want to get into this business , If they
had thirty sows each , that would add
up to a lot of pigs when you consider
that each sow could produce 17 to zo
pig!> a year. Those pecp!c haven't
go tten into the business. and an' still
waiting, because there are no kllhn,l(
facilities ."

It is interesting to ponder for a
moment just what the implication s
of the delay are for those 38 would be
producers. While the)' wa it, the cos t
of everything connected wun se tu ne
up in the business continues to soa r,
Feed, building materials, and tht'
cost of borr-owing money an' all
r is ing , and it ' s poss ible t hat we could
lose potential producers whose 10­
terest will wane whil( ' the \lo a ll
continues,

Joseph Mackey ha s a phil osophy
of business that he ha s ev olved
through many years in the chance y
business of farming .

"Supply and demand controls the
world, That's especially true in the
food m a rk e t line. I don't Iike it when
th ings go too hig h, because sooner or
later people get browned off , If



Capelin on the run

IhinRs were on a medium tcvut. right
now we'd he II:dtinM about 70 or 72
cents per pound, and that's a pretty
fair prtce. Wh)' should it .':0 up a
dollar'? I'm satisHl.'d with a
reasonante profit. I don't want
what's in your pocket. I only want
one t ....l·nt)· dollar hill, It I take all
the money you have. ycuee broke.
and you can't buy anythin.': next
wer-k. U we could CUi down the swing
of the price cycle. ....e could plan
furlh('r ahead. Right now we can't
plan mono Ihan two weeks ahead,
we're j;Edtmll: paid Toronto prices
for our holl.. not • te ....foundland
prtces. and ....c've got to watch that
stock markl't hke holy hl'lI. I try 10
keep at full capacity all the time,
and kl'('p a sll'ady flow of pigs going
out. If the prrce IS low, tht' heck with
it. it's 10.... 1I0....ever, when the price
is hil(h nr-xt \h'(·k.I'm stili there."

That philosophy has worked well
for .Iost·ph "a('k{')' His farm is
prosperous, and he uves in I large
:md com fori able house. He still has
the poultr) a" a srdehne. and a
pumper truck ....hic h he hu-es out
Through dfl\(·. ambiuon. and a bit 01

.':amblt·r·s Iuck, he has bUilt a
ecmrortabto and svcurc hf(' for
himself and hiS famll)', lit· ernptov s
sever at men. and he hopes to expand
in the future.

"It·s Ilk€> farming gtves you a
fl.'clinR of rreedom." says Joe
Mackey. "You can make your own
decisions. and if you work at u. you
can make a go of it in the way you
choose." •

r
JCUt'ph .1IaC'kt')-·

The Ftshery Products capchn
fishing experiment invotvmg Ihn'l'
Icelandic boats and th('ir crews has
been fairly successful up to thiS
time. according 10 Gus Etcheg arv.
company Vice Pr('sid!.'nl. :'Iotr. f<:t­
cheg ary said that catches have bn'n
very good, but that it's 100 early 10

pronounce the experiment a suc­
cess, as eapelln move rapidly in th('
oceans. This means that the bouts
eculd have trouble in maintainin,ll
the current catch levels.

Fishery Products firsl started to
investigate the ccm me r ctat
potential of the capetin fishery some
four years ago. w hen the)' ex­
perimented with eapohn earchme
and p r o e e s s t na t ec h nrqu cs .
Ho .....ever. the company Il'll that Ihls
effort failed to yield sufflclenl In'

formation. and they later deerdcd to
engage the three ape etahzod
Icelandic capelin seiners and th('lr
crews for this year's ope-anon. The
eapeltn fishery has been aenve In

Iceland for ever ten years, and th(')'
are recogmzed as !x'ing among Ihe
w crtds best in the arl.'a of catchin~

and precessing the sm.1l fish.

The boats are hlll:h1)' speclahH'd
vessels. adaptable to either mid­
water tr ......hna or pur e seining
The)' are about 130 to 135 tecr tone.
with special fish holds bUilt In to
accommodate the bulk nature of Ihe
catch. Relrij(erat('(l eawater tanks
enable the boats to keep the ILsh
longer than other vesseis ....hlch lack
thisleature

Fishery Products ....ere plannme to
convert some 01 therr suto tra wtors
to prosecute the capotm nshcrv. but
Mr. Etchegary says the com pan)' IS
now seriously constdorme either
building or purchasing spcctutizod
vessels for the capenn fishery,

"We had sido u-awlers we thought
we could convert," he says. "but
they wouldn't be exactly what )'011

look for in a boat of this type."
The main thrust or thc ex­

periments no ..... berna conducted an'
towards tryinR 10 produce capelm J.lS

a food resource. This approach
would also increase the commerciat
value of the catch ~rl.'atly ovvr ....hat
it would be if the fish was used 001)'

for production into fish meal.
The temate capetm arc being

Ircaen for export as are the roc. In
addition, small quantities 01 the
male capettn are being processed
Mr. Etchelilary empbe srsed Ihat the
company is anxious to maxnmae
food prcducuon In the ne ....venture

What could me capelln t1shu)
mean to Newfoundland" II could
mean millions of dollars a) car from
the small silver)' fish that roll on the
Island's beaches each year.

'rnere are two mam stocks of
capelin neer N(' ....foundland. one m
Northern waters and the Southern
stock on the Grand Banks. If just the
Southern stock could be harvested
and precessed. it would be ....orth 16
to 18 million dollars a year to the
provincial fishery, At that rare. it sa
resource we can hardly afford to
ianore.•
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What's a Police Officer
doing in a classroom?

Det('('tivt' Sgt. wnnem Taylor is II
seveneeea )'f'lIf veter..n of lhe
Nev/doundlllnd Constabulary. He
C'urrrntly hellds the C/D's Fraud
SqulId, lind is one of II number of
men Ii/kinK eourws designed to
make tht"m beUer laM' entorcment
outcers.

What's II police officer with
seventeen yean expertence in the
mess)' and at times danaerous job of
crimin.l tnvesueeucn domg in a
t'1assroom'!

He's eonunutnz to learn. He's
trying to keep up with an in­
creasingly complex crime scene,
to be ablE' to effectively enroree the
taws in II society whose problems
and dttncuntes become more in­
volved each year.

Detective Sgl. wuttam Taylor is
the head of the Newfoundland
Constabulary 's Criminal in­
vestigation Division Fraud Squad. A
seventeen year veteran of the force,
he recenrty completed a three-year
police course at Memorial
UnivE'rsity. The course was set up
five years ago by the Constabulary
and the Department of Justice in co­
opera lion with Memorial Univer­
sity's Extension Service, with the
aim of providing further training
and upgrading to the members of the
rorce. To date, close to sixty officers
have gene through the program,

"You have to do your regular
police duty, and you have to attend
these classes in the niaht lime,"
says Sargeant Taylor."You get no
extra money while attending these
classes, no cverume. and you don't
get any extra money when you
complete the course. You've got to
have the interest, and once you have
that and if you like it, you can go
ahead and there'a no problem . If you
don't have the interest, you won't be
able to get through it."

Sargeant Taylor is married to the
former Lucinda Leaman. and they
have two daughters, aged 14 and 8.
Sgt. Taylor's tatner-tn-taw. Cyril
Leaman. was also a police officer
and was associated with the
mourned division of the Newfoun­
dland Constabulary.

While Sgt. Taylor was taking the
police science course, he found that
it cut Into the time he had 10 spend
with his family , He adds that ne has
no special hobbies. and his idl'8 of
relaxing might Invorve a back)'an:l
barbecue, or a trip to one of the
beaches near SI. John's with his
kids.

His family, however, ertered him
good support when he applied 10 take
the course. "In my case, we never

William Taylor

did discuss it that much. Thl'fl' was
never anything said about me not
going, because my family accepted
it. I applied. and discussed it with
them, and when I was accepted. I
went. There's no doubt that thl'Tt,
were nights wtn-n you'd sooner- get a
kick than go 10 class, but then
someurnes you have to /oti ve yours('1f
a kick to get out of IR'd in the mor­
ning."

Before joining the Constabulary,
Sgt. Taylor spent fi ve yl'ars in the
Canadian Air Force. For a large
part of this time, he was attached to
the Northern branch of Ihl' Air
Search and Rescue unit. Ill'
remembers the time with rondocss.
as tbe life of search and re scue nu-n
had the excitement to appeal to a
young man recently out of school

Most of the dunes invotved flyinll.
mercy missions, such as the one in
which th(') ' fle w a badly injur-ed
clergyman to hospital from his
isolated community . He had tauen
150 Ieet from his chureh steeple.
Another ' ro u t ine ' mission saw them
search for and locate an expedit icn
of scientists who were lost on a iona
trip through the interior of the
country. Sgt. Taylor still remem­
bers that .cne of the men had kepi
carerut count of the number of
blueberries he had picked and eaten
while .tost ... "It was se vt'nty two
pails." "When a guy Iikt' that sees
you coming, " says SIIlt. Taylor. " II
must be like the second ecmme uf

Christ . I rl'ally likt.'d doinll: the
search and rescue work. It's really
personally satidyinll: when you pIck
up someone you've been seerctnnz
for ,"

He feels that his contact with the
HeMP, with whom the Search and
Rescue units maintained close
liaison, may have led to his interest
in pence work. After nve years in
tbe Air Force, he decided to come
home to Newfoundland, and he
applied to join the constabulary .

He was accepted. a'nd w ent
through the usual training program
for that time. A month of ;n
classroom training was rouowed by
a four month period in which the
young constable was attached
to a senior officer on patrol. Durtng
this time, he was much like an ap­
prenuce in any trade, observing the
actions of the mort' experienced
man and comparing how he thought
he might handle the situation with
the action taken by the order man.

It was a good training system for
the ume. but Sgt. Taylor is quick to
point out that the complexity of
today's police work makes a mere
thorough training essential. The
men coming in are further advanced
in educational levels than wnon he
joined. That's why he teets it's
esscnual for those a long lime in tno
rorce to upgrade themselves.

Sgt. Taylor sees a durcrcncc in his
way of working since he ccrnptctcd
the course, The objective of the
course is to gtve a ponce officer a
better understanding of himself and
the people in the com munity.

"It opens your eves a bit, and you
can see things a tune differently
than if you just look at the litlle
world the police live in. It expands
your view a bit, and gives you a
better outlook on things."

"In a situation involving a
domestic problem, for example, you
might just go into the house, do what
you have to do, and get out. What
this eourse is trying to do is help
perhaps in solving some of the
problems, like perhaps helping them
get on the right track to get some
help, rather than just making an
arrest. bringing someone down,
throwing him in a cell, and rorget­
ling about it . The idea is to become
more involved in your community.
With me, personally,l went in to the
course wilh the attitude that it could
teach me something. It's made me
open my eyes a bit. and try to UD'
derstand some of ure problems I'm



dealinli/ with, I think it's m ade me II
be t te r police cruccr. and caused me
to be mo re compassionate to the
peo ple involved in a caso. rathor
than having a ccld alliludl' of 'h{"s a
punk , and thaI':> it ' ..

A!t{'r three )"('011.':> of U~RradLnJl" It
mili/ht S{'l'm 10 some that Silt Taylor
could no.... re-lax. Sl'eun' In his job.
Ho....ever, hI' doesn't St'l' it thai way
H{" s now ehl'rkinj;l int .. t he
possibility' of doing sorm- aecournmg
courses in an (,(fort to stay ' on top of
....ha t is almost dall)' bccornme a
more diffieull job

" I don't think y'ou can Justlu' do ....n
and do nottung for thc rest of )"our
li fe," says S.lli. Taylor . "whr-n I
came into this job seventeen years
ago. the work wall diffleult, just as it
is today'. No .... thl' ponce Iorce has
expanded, bUI crime has oxpandec
too , Some people go into th ... pen and
rome out ....ith thl' enmtnat's ver-sion
of a uniH'rsit)"s education. how to
better commit a ertmc. We have to
keep learninJl, if we ....an t to do
lmythinll: about it. " •

Dia~ramJ

1. 11(' 1'

How to make
seal sk in boots

Se a lsk in boot m aki ng is an o ld
craft on New foundlan d 's Nor thern
P en ins ul a . Th e re ad y a va ilability of
seal skins meant th at peopl e in th e
a rea cou ld m ake th eir win te r boo ts
at v ir tua lly no cost, a nd thi s wa s
impor t ant in th e d ays whe n cash was
sca rce. Today the ind ustry has a ll
but d ied cut.but th er e a re still a few
peopl e who retain the o ld skills.

One of th ese Is Alm a ~ cJ..t'an , a 51
year old r esident of Shoal Harbour
E as t , Dur ing the time Alma was
growing up, the eco no mic facts of
li fe ensured that many wo me n
le a r ne d th e c ra ft of bootmaklng, It
not only enabled the women to take
ca re of th e ir own fami ly
req uirements, but pr ovid ed a
needed source of cash incom e ,

Alma learned the basic art ~'b",
her mother. and also "picked up
var-ious tricks of the trade from
women all OV('f the coast. AlthouRh
the craft is rapidly disappearme , a
few women like Alma still make the
occasional pair of beets.

He re is a basic description of how
you ean make sealskin boots
yourself.

Obvtcusfy, )'OU have to first cateh
and skin a seal. Don't let Brian
Davies catch you It it, or the whole
process will become vastl)' more
complleated.

Once you have the sea lskin, the
first step Is to remove the fat from
the pelt. The skin is then rolled in

coa r se sa lt to preserve it . Thi s
s hould be done in ~arch or ADrll ,
- Come June , the skins are unro lled,
and can then be tied to th e wharf to
soak for a few days, This should
remove the salt and soften the sk in ,
The skins are then laced in a wooden
frame and stretched. (See d iagram
1). Following this, both s ides of the
skin ar e sc ra ped with a scra pe r
made from a barrel hoop with a n eye
to getting r id of all g re as e, Then
place the skin in th e sun to d r y.

Once the sk in has dr ied , yo u ean
take it to a sh all ow po nd, and
proceed to pu t it in soa k for a period
of three to six wee ks. This is called
the "tinting", and it wlll rem ove the
fur fr om the ski n.

While the skin is tinting , yo u
should prepare a tub of wat e r during
the last week whieh ecntetns the
juices fr om the bark or fir t rees
P lace the skin in it, and leave it
there (or a week or so. This will
thicken and ta n the pelt, Upo n
removal, lace the skin again tn tc a
frame fo r a day, and let it dry .

When bootmaking w.s • eom mo n
proc ess , all wor k to this poi nt wa s
done by the men, wit h the wome n
taking ove r whe n the ~t was r e . dy
to be used for boot making.

Fi rs t , the woman of the house
wou ld have to cut the pattern for the
boots. which was made in four paMa .
Each pa tt ern would be cu t to the foot
size of the in tended wea re r. Th e four

parts were called the legging ton gue,
bottom, and border. (See diagram
2) .

Then the real work, the sewing of
the boot, began. The leg would be
sewed first , down the middle
through the front. The tongue would
then be joined, and the bottom ad­
ded. Finally, th e border for th e top of
the legging was put into place, an d
the finished boot was ready for
wear ,

You s hould be a ble to make two
pairs of boo ts to the average
aea ls k in. If you' re as quiek as th e old
time ladies . you should be able to
m ak e tw o pa irs of boots in a day, If
you intend to sell the m, yo u'll
probably ask more for them than the
t wo doll ars a pair m an y of the
wom en as ked in d ays now gone.
When the bottom of the boot wears
out. t he legg ing ean be used
again .... so rt of rec yc ling , if you
will , If you like, you ca n keep a few
s pa re sealskins rolled in sa lt in the
s hed, in ca se you ge t the ur ge to
m .ke a pair wh en th e sf'als a re far
a wa y . •

De eks Awash would like to thank
J uli a Wh ite of th e Newfoundland and
L abr ad or Craft Develo ip ment
Assoe ia tion a nd Alma Mcl ..ean fo r
pr oviding th e information whic h
went In to th e wri tin g of th is article,



IIthe eerreet practice01giringwindspeeds inmillSperhour, kilometers perbour, andknotsIhaSiyouconliled, jointhe
crowd. With CaNida still In lh, proc"s 01adopllng to the metric IyIlem. JI wtllt,ke lOmeUmelor ,II 01us to become
accustomedto Ih, new forecast fonn.l

Realizinllthls. Environment Clllid. hISprepared atabl,sh""AI tltIcomplrlliY'l Wllulltnfhediffer"lI systems. which WI
reprint below. We'd suggest thatyoa clip It nt . Ind ....p n hlldy lor reference.

KN OTS TO MILES PER HOUR . KIWMETRES/HOUR

kn ob mjJh kmlh knou m ilh kmlh

1 1.2 1.9 36 41.4 66.7
2 2.3 3.7 37 42.6 68.5
3 3.5 5.6 38 43.7 70.4
4 4.6 7.4 39 44.9 72.2
5 5.8 9.3 40 4&.0 74.1
6 6.9 11.1 41 47.2 75.9
7 8.1 13.0 42 48.3 77.8
8 9.2 14.8 43 49.5 79.6
9 10.4 16.7 44 50.6 81.5

10 11.5 18.5 45 51.8 83.3
11 12.7 20.4 46 52.9 85.2
12 13.8 22.2 47 54.1 87,0
13 15.0 24.1 48 55.2 88.9
14 16.1 25.9 49 56.4 90.7
15 17.3 27.8 50 57.5 92.&
16 18.4 29.6 51 58.7 94.5
17 19.6 31.5 52 59.8 96.3
18 20.7 33.3 53 61.0 98,2
19 21.9 35.2 54 62.1 100.0
20 23.0 37.0 55 63,3 101.9
21 24.2 38.9 56 64.4 103.7
22 25.3 40.7 57 65.6 105.6
23 26.5 42.6 68 66.7 101,4
24 27.6 44.4 59 67.9 109.3
24 27.6 44,4 59 &7.9 109.3
25 28.8 46.3 60 69.0 111.1
26 29.9 48.2 61 70.2 113.0
27 31.1 50.& 62 71.3 114.8
28 32.2 51.9 63 72.5 116.1
29 33.4 53.7 64 73.6 118.5
3D 34.5 55.6 65 74.8 120.4
31 35. 7 57.4 56 76.0 122.2
32 36.8 59.3 67 77.1 124.1
33 38.0 61.1 68 78.3 125.9
34 39.1 63.0 69 79.4 127.8
35 40.3 64.8 70 80.6 129.6

Issulll byEnvlronm,nt Canadl
Almospheric ENVIRONMENT Service
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How to b..u.¥. and
stay olive in a canoe

"Du r-ing a two IH,t'k fH,:noC Ul

May , wv h ad 1('0 d ruwmngs , a nd
most of uu-se ....ere ,""'Opll' lalhnlo:
overboard from canoes I'd Iiketo
point Qui that in all of m ese casvs.
lifejack('u were nOI worn and In
most of tht'l>l' ca eli. there ""l'n' no
Iifl'jackl'ls In the canoes. " sa}""
steve Malamt'd . tnn-ctcr of w at er
Silfet)' (or tho Sc ..... (oundland
mvtstcn of the CanadIan K('d L'ro.los

Sieve is one m an ...ho wishes lh a l
all people ....ho are mterestcd In

enjcy tng themselves in small boats
would wear- hll'Jackl'h or .. t'V'!>
Ipersonal flotation dcvrces i . He ha!>
a good H'.son fur f('l'iUljt llkl' (h l l>
The reports of all smau boa t
dro..... mnas 10 th(' pro\ mce . close to
20 so ra .. this )'('a r. kC'I'P crouinJ[ hiS
desk.

This summer. a m-.... roe urauon
from the Mmistr)' of 'r'r an sport Ii>rn
ettect. IL r r -qurr cs that a small boa t
must carrl ·a Ilft'Jacket. }>1o"0. or
notation cushion for each passenger.
Mr. Malamt'd Ieels that this is les!!>
th an idea l, li t, sa)'!!>, "tht' Mmi!>try ot
't'r-a n s po r t reJl,ula tlOnl; don 't
sti pula te that you must wear mo
br e j ack ct . wora ko It a S\l"P fu rthe r,
a nd st rongl)' encour age th a t peopn­
wea r th ei r Iifl' j ilCkl'l s because If vou
ha ve th e lift'jack l't just laid m th t,
boat, a nd it li ps ev er. imm l'di lltt'l)
you ' re in a panic s ituation, In a lot

of cases where tha t occurs, th at
llfej ack et se pa r-a tes from the In'

dividual. and this onen roan s to a
person's d rowrun a."

"The ol d f('asoninll t ha t a
li fejacket is uneo mfo rtable no
longer ho lds tr ue, becau se t hey ha n '
the personal f1oa1ation devices on
the market whic h a re form fiUinll:. A
canoeist could wear one of thl' n'st
type Pt'D's un der a s wea ter.
There 's no cestruc uo n. and they an'
ve ry ecm rortebte. That's lI:oud,
because a lot of the ii:eneral publi c
wouldn't wear the e lde r sty le5 at all
times because they we re so mew nae
uncomfortable , T t.e ves t t) -PC
life jacket is probabl)' the most
comfortable and the most common ,
The type with the opening in rne
form of a keyholc can be un­
com fortable, " he adds .

The wearlllll: of a lI:ood IIfejacket or
PFD can literally save your hfe once

your canoe has overtu rned.
Another part of the answer to en­
joyinll: canocinll: III safet)· Iil'S in
bu)-inll: a ii:ood. safl' canoc in thl' first
place.

There are many t)·pes of ca noes on
the markelloday, a nd th l' rt>are few,

if any, reguta uo ns aov vrru ng the
des ign of the craft to ensure that
th ey a re inhe re ntly safe.

Sa y s St e ve Ma la me d , " Tht,
Iifej ack et th a t ha s MOT apprcva l
ha s go ne throullh la borato ry te51S (0

pro ve tha t it is a durable hfeJackt·t .
a nd will su pport th e num ber 01
pounds it says it Will. With ca noes,
th ere 's nothing. You can walk m t e
a ny of the cha in s tores o r any of th t'
ma jor departm en t stores, a nd bU~' a
ca noe tha t we woul d ~Ia sslfr ;IS
uns afe .

We 'v e go ne as fa r as to \l'S t som e
of these COlnoe s Wilh e xp e r t
ean oetsts . and found t ha t me
freeboard _ the d i5tance fr om th e
waterline to the gunwale _ was too
low . The sea ts wert> so c lose to th e
floor of the canoe th a t th e ca noe ist
feet got tr apped .

Remember, I'm talking a bo ut
expe rt canoeists, so there was no
real danger. However , if we were
dealing with a no vic e , I can' t se e
how the y could ge t ou t of ..that
situation If th e canoe tipped ove r."

A check with two of the St . John 's
cbain stores re ve aled thai th ey have
no standards on the loc al sto re le vel
to check the safety of the boats they
sell. Both explained that all pur­
chasing is done on the head ctncc
level, and that the local branches
are restricted to a "we get them and
sell them " role. The y a ren' t lZivl'n
any right or coua euon to ensure that
the canoe you bu y isn 't a deathtrap.
It 's also surprisin g that there are no
standards on a gov e rn ment level to
make sure (t,nt the boats built a re of
a s afe design . As th in!!s stand now ,
anyone can s ta rt buildinlt canoes
tomorrow , with no idea of th e sa fe ty
aspect at all , and se ll them .

How can you be s ure that th e boa t
you buy will be a s afe deSig n? Ac­
cording to Ste ve Ma lam ed . th ere a re
four basic thmll:s 10 look (or . The
fir st is the beam, or wid th, of the
canoe as me asured fro m th e ce n t re
of the boat . The Red Cross reecm ­
me nds tb at for a srx reen foo t ca noe,
the m os t co m mon Size , th e beam
should be 36 to 38 inch es . ThiS s hould
ensure th ai th e craft will ha ve
e noug h stabilit y to be sa fe , a nd
av oid the st eering pr oot e rns one ca n
encounter wi th canoe s o( outs ize
beams .

The next th ing to chec k is the
freeboard. or dis tan ce fro m the
waterline to the gun wa le. Fo r a
sixteen footer , th ey recommend th at
the freeboard be a bout 15 Illches .
Less than this cou ld m ak e the ca noe

easy to .....a mp.

The third thinll: to check on is thl'
keel of the eaeoe . wbich sl)ould be
wide enough. to add Itability. A rule
of thumb is thai a wider keel adds
more stability, but a keel that il too
wide can defeat its own purpose.

The material the canoe is made of
is of Vital importance when you
consider the ability of the boat to
noat when full of water. The ('("dar
Itrip canoe, a big favorite of the
experts, is a heavier craft than the
aluminum and fibrt>glass canoel
common today, and the weight of the
boat makes it ateady . 11 capsized or
sw amped, tbe wooden construction
ensures that it will remain afloat.

When dealing with the alum mum
and fibreglasl models, you should
check that there is adequate i1ddcd
flotation material to keep the
waterfllled boat afloat. Tbe best way
of dolnR: Ihis II to sreee roam block I
In the bow and stern, and some
manufa~turers bond them Into
place.

Canoes with air filled buoyanc)'~

chambers are not as safe as these
containing foam, as the air can leak
out over a period of time, and thus
sink If )'ou get into trouble,

The eanoea with foam strips a tong
the outside will float if capsiZed, but
some of the deligns thus equipped
are very wide In the beam, and
hence prone to tipping in the first
pla~e. It 's a good general rule that
the lighter a canoe, the easier it is to
capsize.

10 summary , keep these thinKS in
mind . First, che~k tbe deslln
carefull)' before you buy. -TheRed
Cross Water Safety ·Dlvision will be'
happy to help )'ou pick a Il:ood ene,
and tell you what to avoid. They can
be contacted a t $5 Duckworth Street'
East. St . John 's .

Then m ake sure that the beam ,
freeboard and notation are adequate
for the Intended uses. Check your
ebotee with any friends you miRhl
have who are ex~rt canoeists.

And finally, firstly and always ,ll"
and wear, a t aU times, alifejacket or
PFD which bas been approved b)'
the Ministry 01 Transport. It's the
cheapest life insuranCi! a ca~ist

canbu" .
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Examine ~1I"(ully the following sequence of phOt05.
We'd lik.e to II:now how many things you can find which
vialllle water sol/ely rules. We ask you fa jot them
down. and send your list to Decks A ...·ash. The staff will
noview aU submiuions, lind the sender of the best list
of wrongdoings will rN'f'ive .. what else.. . an MOT
appron'd liff'jlu:ket. Setld "our .lInSWeT to Decks
Awuh. MUN Extension Sen"ices, 2J Kings Bridge
Road. St. John '5. We'll also print the Msl answt>r in the-r J
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"Joey Smallwood's

Brain Waves"

Little Joe Smallwood
from Gamba he came­
All he was after
was prestige Bnd fame.

He held many jobs
for a number 01years
and finally arrived
to head his career.

With his gift ofgab
he was doing fine.
Confederation was established
back in forty-nine.

In one of his announcements
he said 'I've a plan,
Burn all your boats.
there's three jobs tor eecn man."

He established some industries
in a very short time,
like wise IJ pig farm
out on Roaches Line.

The plant at Long Harbour
he did subsidize
with tax payers money
for years twenty-five.

Herring turned red.
cod fish were killed.
the air was polJuted
on meadows and hills.

Another idea in Joey's regime­
his cohorts C'OOked up
Centralization 's
bright scheme.

People were moved
from Harbours so grand
to so called growth centres
here in Newfoundland.

Fishermen are not happy
because of their lot

by

Victor

Butler

they ha ve to go elsewhere
to use lobster pots.

Joey from Gambo
and Johnnie Sheehan­
thf>Y both got together
and cooked up a scheme.

" we wJJJbuild a refinery
down at Come By Chance."
says Johnif> to Joey.
"twJJJ be a hand to finance."

From the very first start
it has troubles galore.
Itnot at the plant
it was out at the shore.

Man hour losses
and union demands.
there was seldom the like her e
in Newfound land.

And now Joey's brain wave
is due for to close.
Most of the workmen
are bound for to lose.

Another ofhis projects
the liner board mJJJ
Is still a white elephant
and probably always will.

It he could make a comeback
he would think it fine.
But he 's better in moth baJ1s
out on Roaches Line.

Joey made a big splash
wtule he was the boss.
The Newfoundland people
are taxed for the loss .

It he were an ostrich
he would hide his hf>ad in the sand
and be ashamed to hold it up
anymore in Newfoundland.
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1.\TRODt 'CT!ON

W,I" Iht' lJOb,,,d,,, ji,J"ry rb/una In u" ffidJ .so'j. III/l"J ~plt' "" gllf. ,.,,,,,,,,nl q"",twtwdtIll ~.lnb" oj u,p"" thr i.l/a1ldJ(1)
Sn/oundJmur. Jj(I~tKom/:. Today g'lll. tilt' rxul>lw" oj "jnllw:J/UIfl'h orr W<IIO'd, lJnnd, PltKfflIuJ RaJ.tilt'WiH"U ar,,,pfJ. Thl skl"
ofHarboUl BuJJ", R,d lJalldrmJOd"ml, a-.rgoth".,,, u r>ag#'iIJ- ,""'"ToJth"JNoP~oftht'lIor~ IJaJldJ rwrtJroJGrtl'" 8a, au
I,,~ng/ll UJ .')c"ml fPtljflT,. aru/tht'bv g()(10Pl. Sw Ill""",Q" ....."JIUa"dJ liul1.IIIJ""JI. Wiry art IhryUiUth", whnl olJunAm'#'
go..,' no-·dld tJ.., fun n ....""1"" ,'"gOl'''III"n,Lr n"haI_lj';1 tll,." il{/"n11' W4atdJdthrydo rigllt ... "TwTong.arldwItm'J1ft Jiort'jar
fA,.""

'"tnJt U'''I:MOulfll,DKIuAlIllUAiff1llltld~_snpatUm~'pd4l1t1u.lc-'"'W'dnmuftuoftJtt~uIa1ld.5.BvluYI4l''tJrj"fl41d

nl#Tg, lIrtmg.,..cAalllJidJo-.taJktodn,.,l'hidJ.... wL4brtJlk,,.fiWrydutl ... tHlJltJ'g'~fot'<'trbt~U,_ ....d
._.a wang 1riwJ" wltidl prn'tnUd tJu fl'a/JIL jnntf _1J1g ... _nwu t4 dw _,Jtk11tliaftd IN •• oflJ alllSI'UI!J1.

Bid t4I'Il1tvrl2rt! _ i.sIImdJ wlticllMt~ lUIn'lUDIIforbtillfccupl iii" pIIF• .JtubbcwviJ "" W /JtU1ofw J-I1U tl1 ~ft Oft tMiT
isltJrwJ"-.ftg dtsJ(O~wrrt ftOtdt4l .. W(A:IutuT~"t.

,..,I2"'idoJUlF'~tJl2,..JIl.JftgolJlI'tlfI2T'.orl2T'll1r",p/oJtd..StIJJolhIFJ4F'_ploy«JolisItJJUliredllJlnn.BulffIOJt4cn~-mdol4a
jJtJtUnlofbj. rdI.cA:;Jfl oIt,,,I<vrtilJgOft lIIl:ll,./arv/Xro.jouNi/o.,.doFLalmuJoFoT_iiJelrtdCtJlIlJdajoT-I or J _lItA:stutd thnl (OIIUg
baa tl1 0 A:oWl',O gOFdttl.fuitmgorwJ hummgfoFtJu ~lu". ofth. 'J'6FlIM t'ftJt1J"*la I.-tlUtajlit."loMahigit qudryolJift.
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St. Brendan's

Fertile land
key to successful past

Cut wood and gardens BN' common sights on St. BrendBn's

St. Brendan's in Banayi!>!a Bay is
ac!lJalfy made up of four com­
munitics, DOC'kCove. Shalloway 88>'
Cove. Thf' is/and is shown on map!;
as CoUt'ls Island. HoWeVt'T, (hi'

who/(- of the isllmd is commonly
rl'f('rr("d 10 as St. Brendan's.

But no matter what you cal/-it. St.
Brt'ndan's is the only island in
Bonav;sta Bay with the exception of
GT(,(,flspond. that sUll boasts •
thriving community. How did il
sur~'IH' when other communitit'S
"'ithered and die-d either through
reselllerne-nl or by their own narural
('au.oi(,5~And holt' is the ("ommumlJ"
surviving today when it IIlC'ks ;jIlY
kind of steady industryr Thf'lj(' ere
just some of the questions IU' will be
looking at in these next few! arlicles

According to informed sources,
the fint inhabitants settled on St,
Brendan's between 1806 and 1830,
but a permanent settlement did not
artse until the 1840's when Iril>h

immigrants decided that this island
was one of the most fertile in the bay
for a combination fishing-farming
ltfestyte,

According to the 1857 census. 5.8
barrels of potatoes per capita were
grown. As this was mere than each
family could USl" and because other
islands in Bonavista Bay could not
boast of such geed farm land, it's
likely that this led to exchange of
goods with other setuements. This
started 51. Brendan's on its way to
playing an important part in the
economy of the area. Consequenny.
the communny gol a Sl"cure footing
in a time when communities started
up, withered and died depending on
the a\'ailability of fish and farm
land, As time went on, st. Brendan's
was looked to in a leadership
capacity because of Its ability 10
trade.

Not onl)' did its fertile lands at­
tract people, but since it was a

Catholic' community, it tended to
attract any Catholic families in­
terested in sl'}tling in the aN'a.

By 1900 the population had rtscn 10
500 and it continued to rtse until thr­
1950's with a slight drop durinjot thl'
depression years. By 192Q tho
population had reached 680 and by
1945 it was 738. It reaehee its peak In
1956 when 829 people were recorded
tn tbe ceesus.

The people on 51. Brendan's
followed the same pattern of fishing
and living as people on other islands
and isolated communities, As more
people sl"ttled in aonavtsta Bay, it
was necessary to go further afield to
find fish, and the men began going to
the Labrador in the spring. During
the early I.abrador fishing davs, 15
schooners went north each sprinl(.
While the)' were gone, the women
looked aner the g ardens which had
been uued by thl' men before their
departure. In winter, woods work
was important to the s('lf surrtctent
economy of the island and lumber
was cut on the island and nearby
mainland for use in making boats,
houses and necwcod.

When not on the Labrador, the
men would add to their food supplies
by hunting the plentiful moose, bear,
rabbit. mink, beaver and the many
birds such as arctic turr, gulls,
ducks and geese. Berries also grew
In abundance, In addition. families
had sheep. cows, goats and pigs and
of course, the wool from the sheep
was carded. spun and made into
clolhing.

The self sufficiency of the island
began to give away during the 1930's
wben a construction boom nn­
Canada and men bl"gan to go away
looking for wage pa)'ing jobs. An
employment network was set up
which is still in existence today
whereby a friend or relative hears of
a job from someone on the mainland
and up be goes. He then wrttes back
to his younger brother and reus him
of a job and so forth, It was however,
mostly the younger men who lvfl tnc
fishery for wage paying jobs.

By the late 1940's the construction
boom had ended and the men
returned to the Labrador fishery and
it was revived, . , but only for a short
period. The industrial expansion
which .followed Confederation
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provided Honom l~ a lte rnatives to
the fit;hery . A.aln It ....u the you nger
m en who lOu aM th ese jobs.

Th e older men who had less
education . wer e )e51 des ira ble on mo
job m arket . However . t hey were
now faced with. diffi cul t proble m .
Th ey ('ou ld not lin d people to &:0015
e~w. to th e l.abrador . F ina lly the
Llib rador fish ery d ied never really
to revive ••al n.

lnlle ad . th e In.ho re _fi she r y
slaned up in the l~·. and with out
the D~ lor I. rle er ewi. ~ple

from smaller communit ies an d
Island, be,an to move . Man y W('OIIO
St . Bund an' ., whi ch had. ehurc.'h
and IeYer allehoob . For example. In

the' communily of Dock Cove . to 01
tM 24 bou le s wert' occ upied in me
mid 10 ' . by h millf's from
Goo5eberry bland. Bra Ra s bland
• .,d Dfoer bind.

Aa the popul a Uon of the bay bea:an
to eeeeee se. th e Ins hore riShl'Q"
eeeame ever moA' via ble for rnc
people of 51. Br end an ·s . By Ull'
middle of Ihe 1980's . most of tht'
nellhborln. Is lan d s h a d e c ce
abandoned and the gever nrner u
belan to exe rt pre ssure on thl'
people of St . Br end an 's to mo ve to
the m.lnland where mor e jo bs were
avanable an d IO('la l services would
be provld{'(j . But smce far mi n,; was
lood. the lilhny wa sn't bad. and me
adv.nt••e. of movinM wer en 't that
obvious. th e people wer e slower th a n
In many communities to te.... c,
aUhoulh every . prin. until thiS
year. rumors pers ist ed th at so and
so was ,oinM or such a nd suc h a
service was ,;oln. to be et econ ­
tlnued, But the mom em tum to move
never quite lot . oinM on St . Br en ­
d.n's

Two theories neve been put forth
on why St , Brendan' s tl still ver y
much there. He ad wrote In 1963 that
St. Brendan 's refusal to move
derived from th e need of a con­
ser.... uv e C.thollc popul ati on to
maintain Its identity In the mid st of a
primarily Protest ant bay, a nd th a t
there wa s no accepta ble ne w
community to wh ich the peo ple
could mov e.

However, Gerald Br iton wh o
wrote ht- Ph .D Anth ropolol Y The sis
00 St . arend.n·s ud from whom
much of th ia historical bac klround
t- taten, dlaalrees, He says that
the younler men. had alread y lef t for
W'le payinl job.... nd the olde r m en
bad excellent farm Iud, a lood
Ilshery and a aiuble investme nt in
hoU"I, sto rea. wharb . fish in g
rooms. boats and lear . A move
would mean th e olde r f1she rml'n
would have to ecm sere with al ready
estabUshed m en for shore facili ti es
and nshinl be rths, Also the re would
be little ch anc e of th em find inlt
better employm en t. He ad ds that
other co m m unities mcvee because
the e st. blis hed merchan ts had ten .
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Ferry l~ rtdjn6 0n SI. B,..,.ndan·s.

Dock Co ve , one a/ t he four co ves on 51. B r endan 's,

Well .built homes.,..,. touna everywhert'on St . Brendan's.

But on St. Brendan 's merch an ts things which other isl and
didn't a rise until the 1930's , Th l' v munities resetued to find were
were more into retail sto res whereas located on 51. Brendan's . and mere
the merchants who had moved from was no reason for St. Brendan's to
ot her eemmuruues were tied to a move . Today St . Brendan 's IS SIiU
declining fisht" ry , Also t"nouah of the very much euve and nov. v.orklnll as
young people went on (a hilt her a community to get those essential
education to keep the island sdf facilities which were so lona In

sutnetent in teachers , coming. Their next step is to ~l"t

It would .th en appear. that those small Industry . •
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St. Brendan's holding its own

despite no industry

Oil barrels lined up in the barbour etter IJ winter's use .

What makes St . Brendan' s l ick ?
It 's one of the few island com­
munities that has no industry, yet
u's slowl y growing and developing.

Like many communities ,
especially those on the Burin
Peninsula, the men are away for a
major portion of the year workinll: on
the lake boats, or in Labrador. como
winter they return to spend thotr
mom')' . Most all of them adamanlly
say that if there were decent jobs on
the island . they would stay then' all
year round. They say . " The re's no
better life than on St . Brendan's." In
the summer those who have lett for
per m enent jobs a nd familie s
elsewhere. return in nocks .

But despite the absence of men in
the winter. the island Is a beehive of
activity. On Monday there is a dart
teague ; Tuesday is Volleyball night;
Yill!'dnesday is community school
night in which courses in wine
making, yoga, beauty culture, art ,
the metric system and income tax,
cooking and volleyball are cttered:
Thursday is the parish card game;
Friday there is always something on
for the teenagers; Saturday is free;
and SundilY is bingo. In addition
there are always lots of card parties
on the go.

When asked, most residents say
there Is 8 real community spirit
although not as great as in years
gone by.

As with most communities, the
women have stopped rug making
whieh was a social event, but
recently a number of women joinll!'d
the knitting group. Yarn Point
erafts. and others are becoming
involved in craft projects. One
woman. Sadie Hynes. is having
MIme of her rugs exhibited at the
Cultural Olympics in Montreal this
summer. She has a150 been askll!'d to
demonstrate rug making at Terra

Nova National Park .
In addition to craft eeuvtues. the

women in winter are avid Volleyball
players. and in summer they are
busy tending the gardens which
their husbands or relatives set out.

Unlike many communities, gar­
dens are still very much in evidence
on St. Brendan's and not just small
gard.. n plots either . . .potatoes.
carrots, beets, cabbage and turnip
are grown by most families and
stored in root cellars . ....bout a dozen
families still grow enough to see
them through the entire winter.

Sheep wander the roadways. and
families , rather than carding and
spinning as they usee to. send their
wool to Mc....llison. PEL There it is
made into the tr aditional gray and
white wool which is then made into
socks, mitts and sweaters.

Chickens. cows. horses, goats and
pigs are also stiU very much in
evidence. In fact. one resident said
there were more animals than
people ..... lthough most residents say
there are far fewer gardens and
much less livestock than in previous
years, in comparison to most
communities, St . Brendan ', is a
beehive of agricultural activity.

But while gardens and animals
may be thriving, music has suffered
at the hands of time.....5 one resldent
put it, 'vrnere wasn't a family who
didn't play", especially the women
who were keen on the acccrdton. But
now there Is no traditional music
and the only Instrument played is
the guitar.

....s for modern conveniences. the
power plant was installl'<! on the
island approximatl'ly II years ago.
Prior to that time, many people bad
generators. Phones were installl'<! 8
years ago. but have never been very
satisfactory . When this writer
visitl'<! St. Brendan '., the island had
been without phone service for

several days . The principa l of the
high school re po r ted that the phone
had been out of order for almost half
of the school days a nd yet they still
had to pay the full monthly rate. The
people of S1. Brendan 's have few
complaints, but their most vocal one
is the poor phone system .

Most people have oil or oil and
wood stoves and while this presents
no problems to the resident, it's
chaos for the store owner who has
the oil franchise . Despite the fairly
large population, the oil companies
reruse to put a s tor age tank on the
island. Consequently , 25,000 barrels
are brought over, 40 a t a time, on a
ferry each fall . The local merchant
then loads them into his dump truck ,
10 at a time, a nd ceuvers them
throughout tbe 4 se t t led eoves. In the
summer he pick s up the empty
drums and they ca n be seen along
the roadside out side his store. The
barrels sit in the sun a nd leak, whi ch
is a major co nce rn of everyone.
Despite numerous reports and
cbanging comeantes. Mr . J a ck
Croke is no ercser to Keltin g a
stor-age tank than he was several
years ago and the barrels coeunuc
toleek .

The ferry which leaves Burnside
on the Eastport Peninsula regularly,
is the life line of the people. Allhough
an old boat which can only carry 4
cars. the people have few com­
plaints because it is at their service
virtually all the ume. If thl'
passengers want to go to Glovertcwn
or Gander (or shopping and cannot
make it back in time for the evening
ferry, the)' find it is cheaper to
charter the ferry for $25 rather than
spend thl' night in a motel. If
scmeoee is si l"k. the ferry takes him
or her to the nearest doctor in
Eastport. The ' erry a lso brings over
fresh produce e ve ry Thursday as
well as a doctor eve ry two weeks. In
wtmer a pl ane from Gander is a t
their service.

But while the ferry doesn't pose a
problem, the government wharf on
St . Brendan 's does. It was not
designed for a fl'ITY. it was there
when the ferry came. ....nd if it's high
or low tide, cars can not be leaded .

....s for shopping, people can obtain
most everytbtng thl'y want through
the local merchants. Many still shop
by catalogue and for big shopping .
the residents Ji(0 to Glcvertown or
Gander.

The town council has been
established since the 1950's and its
major concern now is trying to do
something about the phone service.
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St. Brendan's torrr.

Th(' C'arhoJic Church and Po!>1 Office'
in St. Brenden's.

cove that had been reSt·Ull"d many
year-s IRO and thiS surnmer thexe
tamtues an' bll!'y planlin~ I:arden$
and ni!liJnlllht"stock.

DICKS
AWASH

It looks as though Sl. Brendan'!Ii i$
\t"ry much here to stay. It may not
arow. In the lonll: run, it may loS(, a
lot more people. But in the rnean­
time.tht' resrdems svem re-ady to put
up ....it h the hassles of wur-king a ....ay
for nve monms orthe year with Ihe
knowh"dgl.' that the other seven
months can bl' ("omfortabl~'spent on
51. Brendan's ,'njoying Ihe life
where locks nn the doors an'
unknown. And those ..... ho Ii ve on St.
nrenoan's and earn a marginal
income arc content knowing thal
etse ..... bore lifl" is not any better. •

the school teachers belong to the
island. Many people haH" left. hut
have found that nro elsewhere is not
much better. Thus whjle the money
rna)' not be terrific on the tstane . .
those Iivin/ot there feel the quafity of
life is better and at least they t-an
o .....n their own homes.

Up until this year, resetuernem
was very much a factor. if not in
fact, certainly in rumor. But this
year no one talked about leavlng,
People talked about returning to the
island instead. Homes ..... ere being
moved by barge from one cove to
another as people began to setuc in
and fix up. This !iprin~ renccs thai
hadn't been mended or painted in
years began to look brand ne w.
Several families moved into one

about the ferry wharves and the nine
miles of road which are excellent in
the winter, but always seem to have
bumps come the dry weather, Ther-e
is a dozer on the island, but a grader
is needed to get out the bumps.
Ccttels Pond, ..... here the plane lands
in the winter, has a road to it, but it
needs dt'sperately to be upgraded.
This cernes under the Department of
Highways which also hires II man
winter time to look after the roads.

There's very little full em­
ployment on the island, except (or
those who work in the 3 tee at shops,
the power plant, as teachers, etc.
Most people who work go to the
western arctic for four or five
months or to Labrador City or
Churchill Falls for either carpentry
or construction work. Other-s work
on the Great Lakes.

There appear to be two trends
... those who want 10 work and will

go anywhere to work and those who
don't. Those .....ho go away, have the
philosophy that it's better to make
bill money and come back for
sever-al months than to stay and
make piddling amounts.

But because the men make good
money elsewhere and come home
for several months to a place where
the cost of living is relatively low,
the island is fairly well off. This is
partially demonstrated by the
ability of 13 graduating students to
raise $1,200 for their graduation by
holding rames and selling tickets.

Although the island is now
referred to as S1. Brendan's, there

useato be many coves on the island in
which families lived. Each person
had a strong feeling about his or her
cove. And as wuh any soctety, there
were certain coves that were looked
down .epon as being poor and other
coves that were known for their
skippers or merchants. But Ihis is
passing as the island becomes more
of one community with one eeboot.
one church, one post office. etc. And
as the island meets more regularly
as a whole, a sense of community
spirit is definitely developing ac­
cording to the residents. One in­
stance was the recent meeting of
fishermen (over 50 men are involved
in the fisheries) in which they
decided to set up a fishermen's
committee to seek for improvement
In the rtshertes in the area. Of prime
importance is a holding unit as the
cod are taken by collector boat to
Valley field and the salmon and
lobster are sold to Dover.

What makes St. Brendan's dif·
Ierent from any of the islands are
the number of young people there.
The boys far outnumber the girls
and many of the single young men
are killing time on the island while
waiting for jobs to turn up
elsewhere. But there are a number
of young couples on the island who
are renovating older homes and:; of
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Students concerned about future
In many "'il)' \tI .. st"d.'nts of :'>1.

Brt"ndiln'. ar., Iok,- ~tud,·nl. ('\,·ry ...h,'r('
Inth,••rhd........ · ...'Ulah·.looIr.al .... m..
of th e stroll.rlll,'s .. nd ""m.. o! th .. way. In

whIch Ih(")1 d,II"r from s,ud,-ou brouj(hl
upmal,'ulwl.,,-d,·n\,n;>nm,·n\

On., mlcTt'sllnll POint IS Ih~1 ttl.,
.. nrullm.-nt of th .. M Hn-ndan"s ,..,.1\ul.1
... h,("h ecm ... ondt" ttl .. koman l"alhohl'
S<"hooI Board in (.,nd,'r, hUdrul,cally
dropp<."dmtb,· lasl four y.'an from 2."\0
173. but II's nut bo."('aus....U'ryUfl., ,s
mO\lOlt oul It", m ....... tN.·.. a" ... ,,,mIll...
ar.. ha'mll.l.......r('h'ldn·n

And .. tI..lh .. r 'II bN'auSf' the lods ar"
uousually mot,valt"dorb<.-<"a"SoO.·th('y can
r i'·C' mor" lnd",d"a. allt'ntH""
Idll '5 run lrum 131.. ~.llJd,nl. " .. n
unusulIlly Ian:.' numbo.'r j(uun IU 11'1410,'
e<!u('atloo 1..:011 yo'ar oul ut IJ ,tud""h
flMlr ....·nt 10 1m' (•. 'I1<I0-~ , 11..".,1
s("hool.olW ·nt 10 Ihl F,~h.·~ (011, _"
lind Ihn ·nllo ~h'mon~l

AllhotlRllmOSIOflh",sIUd...nlsa~...ra,.:.-r
10 Icav .. til.. Island \IIm'n III..) Ilnl.1I h'Rh
I("hool. th .. bo)' \11'11 us(311)' r"lum ...tu-n
th ..)· a .... 1><.>1 ....... n JObs or bdu · Ihe)'
M·ltl.· down .. nd I/.·t marr",d Ho t·v.r,
\IIill.·nthf'lllrlsll'"V(".lht·)'lll·n,·rall) I.·.. \<·

Ior good

Th.-~.. "r .. olh"r d'lI.·rl·n.·'·' .. ~ \lit'll 'n
Ih.· pall ..rns bo'I""""n Ih.· 00)'. and I!"lrb
.....h...n nol hanl!"mll :..oun<1. Ih.· OO)'s .,r ..
oul in th ... bollts hUnllnl!" nr lI.hm,(,
whl'n'''s th.· ,.:orls. "~""rlalJ)' Iho ••· from
larl!"l' (am,ll",. an' h"lpmll OUI In th.·
hom .. andart,tunl·d Inlo·lh.·.tory· HUI
Ihispall,·rn,·xl>l. In mo,l N"""foundland
rommunil",., L,k(" .Iud,·nts,·,,·ry ...h.·n·.
both S"X('5 lik.· PC'!' mustc, han,l(InR
around and Ih.· rn-r n.. "n,,1 drmk
ttowevcr. th.·.,· "n' no drUR!, Th....· art'
also no mnvi.·s. bullh.' .rhoulll pn'lIy
mu("h oP"11 10 thl' Slud"nIS usr- Inr
orl!"ani, ...d spor't.s and d;,llr.·.

It''adlng h~,s not b""n a "'Io(ular pari of
th.· stud"nts h\<·I. partl)' bl·~aus., bo"k.
art· "01 "'adll)' a\allabll' It"",·nll).
howcv .. r. Ih,· Prln",pal. .\Jary "'.·nr",<I) .
inslilutl·dllprultnmuf ...··lu'n·tln'ad'''"

"I don't care
If there are only
50 people leffl"

Greflfl O'Rt'illy and Kevin O'Rt'iIIy
are two brothers born and raised on
St. arendans. Both went to
Univt'rsity with the intention of
beeormng teachers. Beth are now
back on St. Brendan's and plan
never to leave again. except for the
occasional holiday. What's in­
terestmg about uiese IWO young
brothers Is that tht'ir parents left the
island severat )'t'ars ago for health
reasons and art' now living in SI.
John's,

GregA:. a!itt' 25. returned to SI.
Brt'ndan's four yt'an ago and
married a local girl. He is now in the
precess of nonovatinll one of the

dunnK S("hoolhour"o'r) and cor .. ..-lll"
suuauon

D".plle this Kitp ,n koo""l ...dlt.·. MIn
",..nned). "'ho "'111 b... It0'''t: ba("k 10
gr ..dIHII.. s("hool Ineducal,,,n Ihl.) ca.r. IS

lmp rc swd ",,"h Ih.· 5tud"nll' mlt'n'sl III

",,·orld ..vents a.nd"'l1h the (";Ir.·tul thouJo(ht
1l>t')';Ir ...pultinJitlnlo""hatlhl'Y"';Inllodo
""'ilhlh.·irlivt'l··Surt·....h.·Sll)'S.· ..l'h.'r..
are Ihow ...hodon't dO;ln)·lhlnj(. but Ihl'y
ex,sl every ...here. 110"'1'\I'r, ",hl'r k,ds
lin' K[\'inK th .. rr t'an'I'rs a 101of IhooRhl
and an' I':oinlt tnt" l1n,,~o.,1 pr"l.·~~,,,n~

RUI uf ("uor",. lhl' (·rt·"ll·~ ull,,"
pr"bl,·m~. bl'<,,'UM' ~{\nH" of lh.· IHln'llI'
wistfully say. "'WI·;"·"'IIlI., "lh"'alllll':"'"
t'hildrl'ntoll'"n'~l_U"'nd;,"'~

Miss ",..nn,·d} " "bo ,rnpn'~"'d "Itf'
thl' openness l'nd "IJI'"·n"n'''·lh,,,~~ "I tru­
stud.. nrs and 'h.·,r lamlll.·~. Ylhlh'
mainlaininK man)' trad,tounal "")~' If'"

acuns of ~;, B"'nd;,n'~ h",,' aj."
traVl·lI,·d a lair amount and k.·"p "p "dl
...·'th what ,~ h"ppl'nlnl( un lh., [};"",n.,1

community's older homes by putting
in water. sewerage. panelled walls
and a tumace

Gr("J!:J!: says. that havinji( been
brought up on St. Brendan's, he
could never 5('(' teachin!it in a CIIY,
'rne r etcre , when ne finhht'd
uruversuy. he applied to teach III
only small communities. SIIlCt' SI.
Brendan's was his home and it
needed teachers, he tlgured II made
the most sense to return there. He
hkes the life on 51_ Brl'ndan's and

says, "I don't car-e If only 50 people
are lett on the island, 1'1I5ta,' as 10nR
as there is someone here."

Grt'gg uxes 51. Brendan's eeeause
of all the things he can do there. In
the city one can go hunting and
fishing only on weekends. but on S1.
Brendan's. he says. since school IS
through at 3:30. he can be out on the
water in a few minutes wnn half a

I("t:'ne.The)';on·aho""'!lonl:l""("·'·I'I'"''
""11)'.\ and Id"a~ ThIS (";,rr,,·, u"'r I" I '"

studenls, M,~~ ""'n,,,,d) 1:1' I'~ ""
eJl;lmpl ... of ...h,·n th.· ~Iud.·n" l"sl ." . '
Irllv,·ll.od 10~. John .....d m,'1 ""'"
p<'Upl... ""ho "'"·n· fn"IU"nll) on II,,· nl·lt~

Yl,thnoh.·MI;ollnnth.·.lud.·n" "".'r,'.,''''
lu IlIlk w'lh Ih.·s.· .·.·I.·brtlll,~ an,t .""
lomf'pt'n"lraIUlI(III""to"ns

"t'rhapSlh.·fartlhallh.'I'umnHl'H1.'ro."
p;lrliri!'al•..:I III a r"mmunot.' M'h"OIJ'"
.\il. )'oars wh.· .......·"I'll'lhlllall' 1111'''-1'''"
and Ih...ir part,n,l"r 'IllI'n'sl 'n'" "I
rhllrl!""10 ll'a('h oth"r I"·UI,II·. h,,, ir,'""
Ih.'m of an)' M·lf '·"'h'·lou'n.·... \0<11-..
tapc vqurcmuru ha. aho ... ·.'n a('I·I,."I,,,
to m.....ludl·nlsan<llhl·.,'h;"I'""·Il,,
;Imonl!"olh.'rpru/",·I •. luranOFY pr,,).·,I
to mak.· a lapt· on tfu- paS!. pn'M'[}1 ,""1
tuwn'of SI. Un'ndan',

Th ..re a re c lt("rpl;ons bol for th ... mosl
part, Ih.· Sl. Br..ndan'~k,dsan·ouIROml(.
hard·workinR.IIlvol",·dstodt'nts •

day slrE'tchinlit before him.
Ten yean alto whE'nhe was

thinklnlit what he was Jl:oinJl: 10 do
with his life, teaching was the onty
profession. But he was lucky
because he had always wanted to be
a physieal educanon teacher. Now
he is tmpressod with the vartety of
eareers the students are interested
in and he mentions that one of me
female students plans to ente-r
university next yt'ar to become an
engmeer.

A school 51. Brendan's stee doesn't
merit a full time physical education
teacher, so Grt"UI spends roughly
half his ume being a sctence teacher
and next year be will become the
principal.

Thus for Gregg. living on S1.
Brendan's is a vt'ry healthy fulfilling
lift' in an environment which he
wouldn't trade for all the Toronto'S
or S1. John's in the world •
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struek a rock on Frenehman's
Island, between Dog Island and Seal
Island on the Labrador Coast. We
had a big boat in tow and another
one on deck which noatee off but we
got her. There was a boat that carne
oul to assist us . So we never gOI
anything that summer.

"When we used to go fishin g you
were lucky to get4 hours of sleep out
of 24, We would be called around the
10th of May to get the schooner
ready and we would go fishinJl:
around the middle of June. .....e would
come back. from Labrador at dif ­
terent umes. Sometimes it would be
the 15th of August or sometimes it
wouldn't be until the middle of
October. We would Slay as 10nJi( as
we possibly could. Wh('n we c a m e
back. we would m atl' our fish, tare it
to St. John's , and get back ar ound
the 20th of November. Then we
would go up the bay in the sebconer
for rabbits. People also used to trap
red muskrat and otters. Then
around Christmas we would get at
the turn, After that we 'd go in the
woods. Then around the first or
March we'd take off with the hand
slide up the bay again encr thl"
rabbits . 'rhe re was always
somethin.( to do .

"There were a lot of the schooners
built around here. One man repaired
21 in his day. 'rnere was always a
day given of tree labour, but I don't
think there is very much of that
today .

People also used to fish out or
here. but it wasn't that good around
here. This was more of a horne purt
for all the people who went 10
Labrador to fish. It has all died out
now , There are only about 10 full
time fishermen nere now . •

Pat Turner is lhe local Justice of
the Peace, chairman of !ht· Ht'd
Cross, Wildlife Otticer and a
member of the Toa" Cound/. Ilt·'s
also .seerr close 10 70 summers pass .
but he hiJSn', learnl'f1whsl il mf'ans
10 "takf' is easy. " In Ihe tono ...'i nll
story he talks aboul his e6rl,. ds)'s
at fishing.

"I started fishing in 1916 when I
.....as eleven, at Cut Throat Islands. I
..... as Suppose to eut tails and .11:0
jigging . When .....e went trappin. the
fish, 1 went flunky , pron8ing the fish
out of the boat. When I would hll the
box , they w ould g ive me a fish and
this ..... as my pay. 1 would brinR the
fish home and my mother .....ould
make the fish . At the end of rne firsl
year ..... hen 1 shipped it, I had Z3 and
~ quintets, which meant I m ade 96
dollars.

"I fished from that time until 1922
and then 1 went to the States workinJl
on the oil tankers. I worked there for
two years and then I came home and
went fishing again. I imagine in all J
fished about 40 summers .

"I stopped fishing on the Labrador
in 1942. The reason I stopped was
that there wasn 't mueh in it at the
time. A couple or winters before I
gave up fishing, I was doing car­
pentry work. and I learned enough
at that to gel a job as a carpenter. I
worked at carpentry until the first
year the war was over and then I
went at the herrmg

"We used to brinll our fish to St .
John's and sell it to the difren.'llt
merchants. Sometimes we shipped
to Moorl's in Carbcnear.

"I think the biRJl:est voyage of fish
we ever had was the year we lost it
all. Wl' had something over 1,500
quintals and we lost the works · I
never even got all my clothes . We

Early

Fishing

Days

'" wouldn't say there were
any mo r e peopl e on St , Brend an's in
th e 1920 a nd 30's than there IS now . I
remem be r abo ut 60 ye ars ag e that
there WNt' 42 voters but the n the
vo t inJilaJ!:t' ....a s 21. The lasl time that
1 took th e voter-s list wa .. in 1974 It
wa s 103 pop uta non Last yea r It
d ropped . B ut ....h at caused t he drop
was that a lot or Pt -flp ll ' moved out
within th l'l a st t ....o year-s. BUI people
are now movma back , 1 011 ....01 ) 5 kne ...
th at St . B rl;"nd an ....as .ll.o in .ll.to sta y
I think th a t the onl) thlnl( th at would
red uc e thl' population of St. Bren­
dan's IS t he young pecpte

'" was a p po in t ed justice of the

peace in 1967. I have to do
everything for nothing. People come
to me to fill out all kinds of forms
such as wills . I a m the official wit ­
ness and have to nntnem out a s well
because the people don't know how
to fill them out . I never had proper
sehooling. I had to learn all thi s the
hard way. I got only so far as per­
centages in Arithmetic then I
became a cook in a lumber eamp for
SOc a day,

"As .iustice of the peace I was
filling out all of those forms and
everything for nothing, so someone
said that I should be litetlmg
something . So I wrote a stalemenl
sayinJl: I wasn't gellinll: a n yttl in f(."" I

received a letter that said to eharKe
2Sc for every ; form thai I filled out.
But I still don 't gel a ny th ing. I w as
magistratf> for five years and I said
that I think I would give it up in 1972.
But in 1972 1 had another form come
and now 1 have it until 1977. But
there is a lot of Iol.·ork to do . I nave to
do a lot of income tax forms . I don 't
like to have Iny name on a summons
or an arrest be-eause 1 don't want the
people to be bad friends with me .

" T he wildlife told me that anyone
I see breaking the rules to report
them riaht away to th .. m or the
nearest RCMP. I don't like these
things because J get all kinds of bad
Irrends." •
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Greenspond

Greenspond historical background
Looking at Grl"cnspond, a gray,

rock~ and Ir('ch'"s hland in
Bonavista Bay, It's hard to believe
that anyone would name such an
island aflt'r. areen pond. But in fact
II ....asn't A("cordmll: 10 history. it
was named aner tilt' first Iwo SN­
tiers, tilt· Grl"('ns and the Ponds.
Man) of tllt'IT dl scendants stili live
en the island

Today. the commun!t)" of
Greenaporrd is a small neat,
clustered to", n burlt on tilt' steep
chffsoflhls ....indblo....nllandbythE'
same name Green pond ....as uw
cente-r of all of eastern :-<(' .... toun
dland's f1shl'r\ and s\'lllinjl; 11.('11\ 1\)'

In nus article. ()('cks Awash ....111
explore a nute of that maanrnceet
history

I'he first j>('ople settled on lilt'
island dunng tilt' C'ioslnR y('ars of the
17th ccmury In 1713 till" Treaty of
Utrecht placed Grt .....nspond within
the area called ttu- "F'rench snore".
Event ually in H83 tho F'renr-h Shore
was mov ed farther north. to what we
now know as Cape SI. John near La
sere.

Ac c o r d l n g to historical
documents. the Jll'rind from 1713 to
1728 WNl' lean fi~h veers and the

population dwindled some...hat, but
then the fish returned In the 1730'5
and more people arrtvcd. some of
which were Irish immigranb.

People eenunuec to mov e 10
Greenspond until the IHO's ....hen
another shortag(' of fish cceueed.
This bleak period lastt'd until the
1760's and during those 20 )'ears the
setuers of Greenspond began to sail
a fair distance from the Island in
search of fisl'i. Scme ...em as far as
FOJ!:o Island. This perhaps can be
called the very begtnmng of the
migrator)· fishery which later made
Greenspond so famous

B)' the late 1700'5, Oreenspond was
firmly established ... ith a population
of ctose to 300. 11 had a vi!>lting
Anglican minister and in 1784, a
magtsrrate was appointed, Thc
magistrate was William Kane, a
noted merchant ....ho along with the
company of Slades provided sup­
pues to people up and down the
shore.

The 1800's is sometimes rererrod
to as the golden era of Greenspond
as the island eonunuea to grow and
prosper. A report wrttten in 1801.
shows that there wer-e 39 nshing
boats in Greenspond with a total of
215 men involved in the fishery and

60 sbcremen. 11,000 quintals of fish
....ere made ....llh 130 tons of oil
produced The seal fishery ... hich
had become important during the
latE' HOO's produced 18.000 seal pelts
tnat year

In 1812. the gO\ ernor of
Ne ....foundland armed Greenspond
against Arnertc an pr-ivateers. The
loc al rn agtsu-au- ....as gtven access to
rtnes and t ....o nine pound cannons
were placed on the island.. 0 shot
was ever fired and the rtnes wer-e
eventuauv returned, bUI the cannons
can still be seen at the local ....ar
memorial.

However, despite its progress and
gr.o ....ing importance. Grel'nS~nd

stili had no churches, schcotsor
other public buildings until.-UI6
when t h e Socicly for t h e
Propeg auon of the Gospel appomu-d
a Mr. Walle}' as lay reader and
teacher, and a churc-h was buill. Th('
firstschool ... as finally burtt in 1KJU

In 1838, there ....as a sure sign of
the development of Ioretgn and local
trade. as the first cojlector of
customs for the area was appointed

Durinj{ the per-iod from 1834 til
1850, ships from Great nruaro.
Spain, Portuaat, Iratv. Gn'l'('(',
North
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Greenspona,

America and Brazil called at
Greenspond . They brought sail.
wine. fruit , clothing and food items.
and took away sail fish, berries,
blubber. eapehn, furs, oils. staves.
pickled salmon and whalebone. It
was an tmprosstve list of exports.

In 1854. the balance of trade was
something to be envied today . Im ­
ports lot alled 8.639 pounds sterling,
while exports were valued at 23.996
pounds. Th e ratio was almost three
to one .

But we alth was DOt achieved
without industrious hard work as
seen by the commercial aeuvntes
found at Greenspond at that ume .
There wert' tlnshops. forges. a co­
operating store, and a cobblers shop.

The populalion of Greenspond rose
steadily, from about 60 to in 1706 to
600 in 1810. to 750 in 1828, to 1,113 in
1854. In 1857, 16 vessels cteaeec from
Or-eenspcnd for the Labrador
fishery . In 1860 there were 21, while
1886 saw 16Sship.s . In 1890 there were
147 ships. and 1893 .saw a fleet 01 172
le ave for the annual fishery off the
Labrador coast.

In addition to the lasting Labrador
fishery , there ....as also a vitally
important 5('al fishery . In 1860, II
ships were involved in the hunt, with
an average crew of IS to 20 men. By
1895, there were only nine ships, but

they were much larger, with crews
averaJ/:inJ/: 210 men.

There were many famous sealing
captains who helped put the island
on the map. Captain Darius Bland­
ford made the quickest trip to the
ice, returning to port with II large
vessel lull after only nine dllYs .
Captain Peter Carter made the
heaviest trip and the fame of the
Kean' ! is known to e v e r y
Newfoun<a. 'lnoer. The practice of
sailing for th" Ire from Greenspond
later died out. b ... -he men still went
to St. John' s to obtain berths for the
seal fishery .

In 18,5.4, the community was
almost totally Church of England
and was a roulh place according to
a Weslyan minister who visited
there in 1166. H, was shocked to find
5 public housea In the community,
and called it the "Sodom of the
North" . By 1101, however, the
Salvlltion Army and the Weslyans
had almost hall of the population u
adherenU to their faiths.

As was the ease in many
Newfoundland communities ,
Greenapond was plagued by
religious splits, which hurt the
ability of the people to work together
effectively . However, various
g roups managed to spring up, such
as the Loyal Orange Society and th~

Burnette Lodge. Later the Or ange
Young Britons emerged and in 1872.
the society of United Ptsbcrmcn
made its appearance .

The second half of the 19th . cen ­
tury sa ....a rapid decrease in rcretzn
trade, due in part perhaps to the
growth of 51. John's as a corn ­
mercial centre. Greenspond then
became known as the capital ("Of
Bonavista Bay and boasted a fine
courthouse, sever-at ehurehes and
many stores. Nonetheless. in 1901
the census showl'd the populahon
had tncreasee to 1726 people.

But the heyday of Grl.'enspond was
gone and me population beg en to
drop from its high 1726 to 462 in the
early 1970's ru'son the slow tncrease
now with SOO people recorded in
1976).

The development of a road net­
work throughout Newfoundland
probably rang the death knell of
Greenspond as a large community .
Gone was her role as a distribution
centre, and the sea was no longer the
highway it had been from the
earliest days of setuemeru. The
gradual demise of the massive
Labrador fishery helped the process
cr ceeuoe.

But the history of Greenspond
lingers on bee ause. after all ,
Oreenspond is what Newfoundland
is all about. Through hard work and
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despite unbelievable conditions prosperous Newfoundland com­
from this rock off Newfoundland's munities to ever exist. And it was
own rocky coast evolved a pattern of done despite ha ving no natural
living which worked well ... the resources on the island. no farm
people had created a balance of land and no trees. But the people of
trade and a batanced way of life that Greenspond used to the maximum
made GrC't'nspond one of the most their greatest natural resource. the

Ie ~
sea. as well as their own greatest
resource • their energy. And this
enN&Y and industriousness has
brought forth generations 01
Newfoundlanders who were known
as sea captains, outstanding
fishermen, leadera, educators anti·
politicians. •

GrN'nspond court house builf in J899 Greenspond houses _lived in ~nd ~b~ndoned.

The greening of Greenspond
The one thing that strikes you would mean only a five minute ferry that's an awful lot of maybe's.

about Greenapond. aside from its ride across Pond Tickle to the now In the meantime the resident.
magnificent houses, neat tences. resettled community of Shamblers must rely on the ferry which make.
lovely old trees and well kept gar- Cove. Then it's a matter of puttinll: a three crossings a day fro m
dens, is the fierce pride of its road from the dirt high road down to Valleyfield. The ft'rry is capable or
residents towards the history of Shambler's Cove. But "Uncle" taking cars, but generally doesn't
Greenspond. People point with pride steve as the mayor is known, doesn't because the roads on Greenspond
10 the cour thcus e , the war stop there. He doesn't want just a are really too narrow for cars.
memorial, the fish plant and the shorter ferry ride, he wants a But no one complains about that.
harbour. And they will be sure to tell causeway built across Pond Tick le. Most people complain that the ferry
you of all the well-known people who And maybe, just maybe, if the road doesn't make the half hour crossing
were born and raised on the Island. to Wesleyville gets paved and often enough, at least in the sum-

No wonder resettlement is an ugly Greenspond hold its own, population mer, In the winter it's a different
word to them. The people say how wise, the government will see Its matter, there aren't as many
could anyone think of resettling an way to putting in a causeway. But visitors and people aren't as apt to
island with such a glorious past. It's leave. But, points out Uncle Steve"
also understandable that a com- "If we had the road built across the
munity which use to be 100 percent Island and a ferry to Shamblees
Liber-al is now about 50 per cent P .C. Cove, we could go back and forth all
and the mere mention of "Joey" winter because Pond Tickle never
brings words of wrath from those freezes up."
who feel he betrayed them with his Besides the ,oad to Pond Tickle"
resettlement scheme. Uncle Steve is pushing for Green-

But that's aU past now and those spend to become a heritage village.
who talk so glowingiy about their "With so much history,lt's a natural
past will point with equal pride to all setting," he says. And this writer Is
that is happening around them now. Indined to agree. It would also
They know the community is here to provide employment on the island
stay or at least die its own natural and perhaps hasten the paving of
death. that desolate Bonavista North road.

The mayor,Stt'phen Mullins, is the Gr_nspond has had a town
oldest mayor in Newfoundland, and council since 19.51and Uncle Steve
for that matter probably in Canada had been mayor for 14 years. HI'
too. At as this former CN cook's talks abotJt the fact that the island
dedication and energy to Green- has had a fire engine for 10 year:lo.
spond goes unmatched. He talks Electricity came to the island II
about the new underground water years all:o and the telephone came
system that is going in this summer, several years a20. But like mO:lol
and the council's biggest eoneern - Stf'phen Mullins. mayor of Green- island ecmmunmes. the telephone
the road across the island which spond. system Is
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Boats, wood and fish nets lire familiar siJ(hls on Groenspona.

Root cellars such as this one on G~nspond are still a familiar sight on
many islands.

local co-op store. In Ih,s intl'rvit'w hI'
talks about Grronspona:s tuture.

"The Honavista North Dovotop­
mcnt Association meets the first
Thursday in every month in dll' ­
rerent commurnucs. we have had
meetings in Vall('yrit>ld, wcsteyvtue.
New Town, Cape Freels and
Greenspond. We nave a ccrnrmttcc
whj(>h meets probably every week to
get things ready for the moetmg
every month .

"One of our major projects was to
push for a smoker plant, ustng the
existing, but somewhat dilapidated
bait depot on Greenspond. The
Department of Kural Development
helped nnance this with $-10,000 and
tbe Department of t'ishetles came
forth with $8,000, which was for the
supervising of the job.
"We might break even this year

which Is our first year. We don 't
have the tiJtht machinery and we are
waiting on a lot of things.
"vwe have three men empIO)'l"<l
and are taking another on tomorro....
We are smoking salmon, cod fillots ,
capehn. a few herring and some cod
tongues. The cod fillets are the best
sellers. As fast as it is out, it is beinJ(
sold locally.

"When we put in for a smoker, we
put in for a cannery also, but WE'
were told to wait .. nd see how the
smoker .....em and if it worked, a
cannery might be put in. It would be
used a lot for the lump fish roe which
is landed here,
"There i1reenough fishermen in the

::,~:,~,o .~~~Pt?~~ s~~k.eA~· I know one

Future of Greenspond
looking better

Gordon Junes is a ...ery actrvt.

member of the community 01
Oreenspona. Not only is ht' one of tht·
members on the Bonavlsta Nortn
Rural V(' vetopmont Association, bUI
he is also a mt'mber of thl' town
council, tne school buildlnJ( com ­
mittel', the Iitsrery board, fht· church
board and he runs a orenen of Iht'

deplorable, somettrnes taking 2(J

mtnutes to J(et the operator. 'there's
an outdoor skating rink as well, and
a doctor and nurse from the nearby
BrookfiE'ld Hospital eome over every
two weeks , In ether words, this
island community has aU the basi('
services, but non e of the frills . For
example the tstand has never gotten
a UP grant. Sometime ago they
asked for S20,OOO from UP to build a
mucn needed new garbage dump,
but they were turned down ,

Uncle steve who knows everyone
for miles around fe-els that Green­
spond is making a comeback from
the scare of resettlement when they
lost 1!l3 people. He points to a few
new bungalows that have been built
and the fact that many are working
and he mentions that the six
tea ehers all belong to the island.

At the time of this interview there
were four men workinjt on the sm all
smoker plant, about 50 men fi5hin~

and many painting 10 St . John 's or
workinJ( on the eN boats, Uncle
5tE'\ 'E' claims that those who did
move under the r es ett te ment
scheme were on ablE' bodied reuer
then, and are on it now . lie also feel s
that they didn't want to move, but
only moved for the money . ' vr nosc
who stayed, just dull. in metr nects .'
he says.

unere Steve, who says he will
reure from council on his next birth­
day (but there art' those who say
that he threatens that every year l,
is not about to ret Creenspond go
under. And neither are its residents.

Now all that remains to be seen
are whether the younger generation
teet the same way and whether there
is enough employment in the area to
keep people on the island . •
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DICKS
AWASH

Gardf'ns art> sti1I very much in
evidence on Greenspond,

One of the many bridRes on
Gret'nspond. This one leads to
Gordon Joines' house,

Greenspond
gets a smokehouse

The co-operuuvc !!outll'ly Vll~·nll~'"

the smokehouse anti th., lsUna\I"I"

North Devclopmoru ,-\S""'-I"tl"n
looks after tht, udmuusu-auon. 'I'll,'
$40,000 the- ASSOCiatIOn Oblaln,'ll
from the Department ut kur"J
Development ...ent to ...arus th~'

Association has uccn ..."rkllllo; n.,nl
to get a smoker un Ih~' hlalld \\ hit II
would provide ;l b..dly Dl'('(l\'d ..mou
industry for lh.' .. rva , Th.' ..nlU"'~·I·
seemed a natural lUI· thl" ~·OI1l·

munity of .:.ou bet au»\' ut th~' 1;11'1.;'·

number of flsh.'rmt'n, ;. hlJ.:h
unemploy Ol,'nl r a l." anu lilt'
avaiiabiiLty or fish, pat·ll.'uJilrb
salmon.

Gre-ensDOnd h;u a n~'\\ IlIdll"tr~, ..
smokehouse Altht'lil;h !!olll"II, III
only e-mplo~" I nu-n. II"'" I II
manage-d propt'rl~, It t'ould dt'\l'l.,~

into a prormsane bu ..mv ....
The smokehouse t-, IIK.lh'd In til.,

old bait d('POI ...hH'h ..... s bUIlt III
1946. The bait depot used to supply
the entire fishing area around
Greenspond, but hadn't been used in
the last eight years and was in a
dilapidated condition. It was bought
up by the Greenspond eo-operative
society several years ago in the
hopes that it might be useful some
day.

For the past three ur IOUf ~"'ars

the Bonavista North Dcvctcprnent

cod nsh this we-ek, which is worth
roughly $700 and another fellow
landed S290 worth this week. And
this Is In. bad year. when rnere isn't
any fish. There are also younger
people going at the fishery here.

"Oreenspond is the oldest com­
munity in Bcns vista Bay. It ",as the
capital of Bonavista North. We have
put in under the Bona vista North
Development Association for this to
be a historic community.

"Right now we art' trying to get a
new High School. I.ast yl'lr they
formed a Building Committee for
the School Board and I was chosen to
be on that. It could probably be 3 or 4
years before we get this High School.
The schools are old and it il no sense
spending money on old schools. The
High School is over 50 years old. It
has four classrooms, a library, 'an
office and a few bathrooms. The
f'lemE"ntary school which is newer
has two rooms, two bathrooms, and
two offices. All the teachers who are
here, belong to Gre-enspond.

"The last two years there were
about 30 or 40 bathroom systems put
in the community. There was a
per-iod when people didn't want to do
anything, because they weren't lure
aboul ....hat was Jt;oinJt; to happen, but
now WI' know Oreenspond is Jt;oina:to
JUa.v.

There were no houses takl'n out,
but there were some taken down and
some ....ere It'ft vacant, but the ones
that were left vacant, people are
Jt;oinJt; back in them again, One man
left here and took 6 or 7 sons and 3
daughters with him to Burin. Five of
his sons recently moved back to
Greenspond.

"When people moved out, they
went to Burin, Grovertown and
VallE"yfield. It seems that the people
who went down there were people
who wen' living on the government.
It seems as though the stronJt;er
people stayed here. And a lot of
people came back.
which come here every two weeks,
bUI if there is an emergency. you
still iet service. The ferry runl until
it freezes over and then the ski doos
go across to Badger's Quay, But we
had 10 gel a helicopter for our freighl
for two cr three weekslast year and
the helicopter is available for
emergencies. In the winter ume. we
are preuy much seated off. Befort'
snowmobiles the people wcutd walk,

"This used to be a big sealing
area, but this year the people- didn't
do very well because we didn't get
much ice, Usually they sell the-ir seal
to Greenspond Consumers ec-ce's.

The Co-op started about 1927 or 28,
as a buyers club, They started with
$1,700 and now it has gone to
$170,000, She is still going strong,
The C<KIP has one branch which I
manage, There are also seven stores
and two restaurants,

"Greenspond isn't going to die. " •
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Freshly smokt'd fish in the treorer al
Oreo nspona

ft'furbbhlnl.: ,,1111.- 1"111.1,,,,, ~,,<'I' .,...
the inst.. ll"uuUullh,·, t"lhT .011.1,,,,,
f r (' {' zi n j( UIIII'>. it" ""II ..... lh., .,d",01

smokl'rllsl'll
The fuur sl"tl

bookkevper .111<1 .,....'1111.·..... .11'
toc al peupto

The s m .. ~.·IH'th'· .h.",. .."'" ....
c hafe, SilYl,lthl ;011<1 ....1.,,\\ III Ih.,1

o rder and Ollt<' II ,,, V'" III th. II"
na('{', thl' turmu-c ,,, o;...... t uoru I. '"
20 huurs, :-.... 11'''11l.,~.-" .,hu"lll " .. ",,,
to smoke und.·r tlu ... ,,) "h'm ..nd t ....

lakes an) ... h,·r,· 1>'"'\\'"'"11 I lu I'

hours. Tn.' inh.lI11.,,.,:.' "lIllo' "Ill..",",
is t ha t th.' fish ,·.. n ht" Ir"h'U .1I1l1

t h en come wuncr, lh.·) ,""II II."
smoked. Thu" t tu- "m....dluu.".· t ,Ill
ee IlcplllolnJ/, all )""r .,r .. und Illl"
year the imuoll "~'r.ltI,,n I.,rlt-d lI\

Junc, takinl( Ylh..t"\,·r 1,...1\ ....... lOll
lhe ao.

When intl'r\il'"l"(l rn ,JLlI~. 111"W
running thl' plum uV\·I· .. uuu \.t·rt·
experien('lnj,( I~U dutu-unu-s. Ih,'~

weren't llettlOi: 1I11 Iht· Ihh thL'~

need ed and th,·~ drunt h.l\ ,.•11l~

p a c k a l/;in j,(mlltl'rtlll~
T he plant "'a~n'l ~"'IIOr.: t tn- I."h

beca use it ~ a~ nul .,ruund ;oml .'hu
tne f ish"rm"n 011'1' uuuor nu
ob lip;ation to lot'lI I" Ih,· "m"k"huu",'
and art· ("onunulOt.: 1<> ",·lliu Ih,' ,,1.. 11I
in Vall,,~· r.,·ltl. \\llh ttu- ""<{"'pllun ul

sa lmon. lto",,'\I'r, un Itw tJ.. ~ uu-,
wr i t(' r vi !>l t .' tl l h \' . ~ I .lIld . :!ul lU p<>u llth

Change Islands

of fish had b,','n l,l1Hlt'll \,hll'lI \t.'" ,.
most cncourusuu; "1r.:11

Thc orher "r.. bl'·111 \'." uu- .11>
SCIlC(' of patk:').:IJIi: 1I1•• h·n.,L,. .tII"
wnnout tn a l, nouv uL 111,· ",,11 ,',1lI .....
shippt'd, Thu". Ih,' ~nl""'I'1 ".'"
Iimiled to ~,·lllllr.: .. II lI"h I' .. ·... I~

Althoup;h th,' I ...h ~.'" 1... ·11I).: ""ltl .1
wa .. not th., mu-nuon "I IIw 1".1111 I"
be ~("I up pun'l~ 10 "1'1"\" 1·... '1
ma r ket e . 1I0~.·\'·1'. "nl" Ih."
probtcm I~ "tr;o't.:hh·IW<l "Ill, III.

DECKS
AwaSH

p fant cxpr-c t , 10 Ill' "hll' llIlI":
t h r o u g ho u t N.·", luundlanlL alii!
m a in la nd Canada, .-\II·,·all~ "nl"r"
arc bcatnmnu to ruU III u-oru h"II'h
In Comer lJruuk .. nd ~I. Juhn'"

Th.· smoked f1..h has ucc-n 1,·,,11·,1
and has pro\l"tJ 10 lJ\.. 01 t·.\n·lI,·nt
quahty . xow. II .. H rtu- !Llll.· tll'I.,,1»
can be slralghh'm'd up :,nll III III
markets found. II 1.",1..", .... Ihllur.:/l
Greenspond ma~ h'IH' .. future.
Smoked [l ..h , .. m hul d,·Ill.tnti •

Moving to and from Change Islands

The Tickle.t CballIe (alaDds .

Chan,i1.t' h la nd s IS Ilwdl' 111'1>1 Il'.u
m a jo r isl ..nd~ und "1'1''1" .. 1 ~nwlI"1

c nes , The t w o m aj or 1.,.I.ll1d .. urv nulo<
co nnecwu b~' .. 1'i111""""~' anu Iht'
ti ('kl e- separunnu Iht· l"lantl:> I" lilt'
m a jor rn or o ua n ra rv 1'01' uw ecm­
m un it y , Traps. punt". do ru'~ ;Intl
Ion gttner-s eun bt' ..,'t·n regula r ly
motor-ing up and do~n Ih,·!ltlll.· and
m oo r tn x at wha rves b"('au~" trw
majo r ity of ncu ses 011'(' now
c1usterl"d on (",th"r "ld,' 01 lhal
narrow b<Kh of ~ alt'r

At ont' Ilm(' IX'uplt' It\ "d III t', .'r~

nook and {"rann~ un buth Island .., uS
we ll as on Iln~ Ht"hup'" biantl
Pt'Opl(" h""'d III ~Iam 'l l(·kl.·, t u".·~

COVE'.Ha s k("r .. (;OY(', I'a)nt·· .. L'o\e.
Grafter's Cm.· and c..:odrlX"ton. to
na m l' just a fl·~. Hut Ih,·~, bt'gan 10
m o ve out aboul 25 )·t.'lIr" a!;lu. :-.om.'

~:nt~~~~fa~~~\salnh~~:.h~~" ~~:~:~
Islands will sa~' ... lh,·~ mo\t'd nul
because thE'~' wlntl'd 10. but b.'('au",·
t hey wanted to t'lrn mol'(' mon,·~

a nd get I bt"ttE'r education tur Ihelr
c hil dren.

A bout 15 ~·('ar.. al(u ... ht'n

Lew i sporte began tn b"l'um,' .'
m a j o r cent r e and '1~lJlIII~iltl'

sta rted up ttu- fish plant. ,tnulh" l
group of pt'()pl,' rcu. thruugh tilt'
resememem pt-oar-aru. In om- pv ....
year du ring resettlement Chanuc
Is l a nds m a n a g ed to Jitain 21 people
fro m Red Rod Cove. but then it 10..1
38 people to Lewisporte. Victoria
Cove and Twilhngate,

For tht' ~ounll: Ill·upl.·. l'(·...·t·
tlement wasn'l 100 bad, but a" lOll"

older r("sld('nl "'ho h;ls n"H'r mutt·d
from Chan!,:t.' Islanll sa~". .. "II

t hrou,i1.h J Ol' ~" S 11m., h.· 1\:IIlI"d I" >:,'1
th e people out oj h,'n', Th"lr hUll".· ..
would b.' I.lkl·n t r o m them ;I1HI \II .'~

would have to eo souu-wnorc do ....
and bu ild another nome and \\ no
wa n ts that when Iht'~· an' JO y,·;,r"
old,"

uowcvor, n01 cvcrvonv muv cu
because th("y ft'l l ttu- curn munny
was gotna to dl.·. ~um,· lIlO\ ,·tI
becausc II wa~ 1'''~l'nuallO hnd a Jull
TakE' for t'xampL., th,' man "IIU
workt"d at Iht' It~h pl:tlll on I hun>:.·
Islands untlill c!o ...·d du"'n 1-1~"ur"
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