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Introduction

Although Newfoundland is an island, we felt it was high time we paid tibite to. the many small islands of]
Newfoundland which have survived the pesils of resettlement, pooy communications and limited Jobs.

There are approximately 20 istands still inhabited. Some are d to the mainland of Newfoundland by
canseway, others have a regular [erry service, und still others are visited only infrequently by CN COASTAL BOATS

In this isue we visit eight of these islands to find out how and why they survived when all other isiands were resettled,
what the people are doing now, and what their hopes for the future are.

I the frout and back sections we have stories on pigs and more pigs. We look at icelandic capelin boals, learn how to
make skin boots, and find out how much money Newfoundland gets from Ottawa in comparison to the other Pravinces
and of cowrse there’s much move.
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A Pig is a Pig, is a Pig . ..

or is it?

THIS SWINE BREEDING STATION

IS ATTEMPTING TO MAINTAIN A
HIGH STANDARD OF HERD HEALTH
VISITORS ARE  PROMIBITED.

On the Portugal Cove Road. just
outside the city himits of St. John's,
you'll find a government facility that
at first looks like a collection of tin
huts. If you ask to see the premises,
the staff will regretfully tell vou that
they can't allow you inside. Per-
sonnel who work there must change
clothes before entering the working
area, and shoes are given a foot bath
to make sure that no contamnation
is carried into the sheds. One might
think that some top secret operation
was underway, but in reality, the
whole aim of all the precautions is o
keep about 450 pigs in perfect health.

The swine breeding program was
set up in 1962, with the aim ot
producing carefully selected high-
bred breeding stock for distribution
o producers around the Island who
are chosen with equal care. Ed
Williams, the Swine Speciahst with
the Provincial government's
program, says that swine producers
around the Island have both ad-
vantages and disadvantages to
consider.

““We started out with the idea that

we had to get a good performing
animal in order to compete. Feed
costs are high, and the fact that we
are an island means that we're at
the end of the line in terms of
transportation costs on goods and
services. That's being proven every
day, as is shown by the fact that we
have the highest cost of living in
Canada. Apparently, the swine
producer faces the same problems
in this regard as does the average
citizen.
““I mentioned that there were some
advantages,'” says Mr. Williams,
*“and possibly the greatest of these is
the fact we are an island, and had a
low pig population. We thought very
seriously and still are thinking very
seriously, of having this area set up
as a swine disease free area. This is
being looked at in the hope that we
could become involved in the export
of minimal disease breeding stock to
Canada and other parts of the world.
We feel that this holds the greatest
promise for us in terms of swine
production.”

Market hog production is seen as a
spinoff of the breeding program. The
station was established to aid in the
production of high bred gilts (small
piglets) which are intended for sale

tolocal producers. A smaller station
in Corner Brook fills the same role in
the Western area of the province.

Total pork consumption in
Newfoundland last year was about
25 million pounds, with four million
pounds coming from local sources.
Mr. Williams feels that local
production might be doubled to
about the eight million pound level,
but says that becoming totally self-
sufficient in pork is not a realisuc
aim. Transportation costs. sparse
population, high feed costs
geographic location, and tran-
sportation problems involved in the
movement of the fresh pork help
make self sufficiency in pork un-
feasible.

*'We concentrate our efforts in the
main centres,”” explained Mr
Williams. “We've attempted from
the start to set up these operations
within 50 miles of adequate
marketing and slaughtering
facilities, in an effort to reduce
transportation costs. What we've
done now is to set a five vear
production goal, of 39,000 market
hogs for the Eastern region, and
5,000 for the Western region. In
addition to this, producers in Central
regions will produce around 2,000
market hogs. They'll slaughter their
hogs through' local facilities. This
will be equivalent to about 8.2
million pounds of pork." Over a five

year period, this means that pork
production should double.

Several things must happen before
the market hog program can ex-
pand. The first is that additional
slaughter facilities must be added n
the Eastern region. Since October
1st. of last year the station has not
been accepting any applications
from swine producers in the Eastern
region, and the reason for this 1s
simple. The Pleasantville abbatoir
is working at capacity, and cx-
pansion must take place before any
further development in the market
hog area can take place. Govern-
ment has said that it will be ex-
panding the facility in the near
future, but no date for the start of
work has been announced.

HIGH STANDARDS

Visitors to the Swine Breeding
Station cannot enter the area where
the pigs are actually kept. The
maintenance of a high standard ot
sanitation is essential. In its fifteen
years of operation, the station so far
has been able to maintain an ex-
ceptionally good record in regard to
hog diseases. This leads to the hope
that curremt efforts to have the
island declared as a swine disease
free hrea may be looked favourably
upon by Federal officials.

In early June, staff members from
the station held discussions with
Federal officials regarding this
matter, and they say that the
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Federal people were quite 1m-
pressed with the station's setup and
record.

At present. there is no legislation
which could declare the island as a
disease free arca. but a hill before
the House of Commons would make
such a step possible. If the area
should be so declared the im-
portation of animals to the island
could be either siopped or placed
under strict control. This would
ensure that the current high level of
health among the province's herds
could be maintained.

However, the whole area ot
restricting interprovincial trade is a
tricky one, cutting as it does into
areas governed by the British North
America Act. Should the Federal
authorities not declare the island as
a disease free area, then the
provincial government might be
able to in effect do the same thing by
developing such high standards of
animal health for hogs entering the
island that none but the locally
produced animals could meet the
criteria,

It seems ironic that Newfoundland
is limited in terms of what we may
export. Many of our vegetables
cannot be exported from the island
due to the presence of diseases here.
Even cars leaving the island must be
cleansed, lest they carry contagion
to the mainland. A turnabout to
protect the high health standards of
Newfoundland's swine herd would
only seem to be fair play. g

HOW TO RAISE

PIGS
How can one get involved in the
hog business in Newfoundland? It

you think it's just a simple matter of *

dropping by the station, collecting a
couple of sows and a boar or two and
sticking them in a shed out back,
you'd better forget it.

“One of the criteria is that you
have to be willing to start smail,”
says Mr. Williams, “and combine it

er phases of agricultural
production. At first it can only be
regarded as a supplement to your
income. If the producer is adap-
table, and conditions are good, we'll
expand the individual's operation’’.
Mr. Williams states that the largest
starting herd they will permit is 3v
sows, and this is not an economic
unit. In other words, 30 pigs won't
provide a living, especially when one
considers the 'costs involved in
setting up the facilities.

“We also dictate building plans
and specifications,” adds Mr.
Williams. *‘Buildings cost are high.
We estimate it costs somewhere in
the vicinity of $1,500 per sow to
provide adequate buildings and

i The

Central Swine Breeding Station.

people aren’t prepared to invest that
much money with the risks as high
as they are.

““Unless one is properly traincd
and knows how to manage & sow
operation, a person could run into all
kinds of trouble. We won't even
consider helping a producer 1o set up
unless he's willing to come in to the
station and take a three week
training course in the care and
management of a sow herd, !

LOCAL PRODUCERS

tight control from the Central Swine
Breeding station. However, they
don't resent what some might see a
government meddling in their
businesses. The high cost of feed and
transportation, among other things,
means that the producers must
operate on hairline thin margins
between profit and loss, if they are 1o
be competitive with imported meat.
The method of setting the price of
pigs, the measuring of the ‘back fat',
a measurement of the ratio of fat 1o
meat, means in effect that over or
under fed animals will suffer from a
sharp drop in price.

It seems strange to those not in the
know that a hog weighing 200 pounds
may sell for considerably less than
one weighing 175 pounds. However,
stop and think for a minute. When
was the last time you willingly
bought a pork roast with a lot of fat
onit? .

Tight controls on breeding times,
feeding, weaning times. growth
times, and a host of other factors is

for a 30
sow ‘farrow to finish' operation, in
which you raise the young pigs to the
market stage, means an investment
of over forty thousand dollars. Most

if s are to
remain competitive with mainland
farmers whose costs of production,
especially in the areas of tran-
and feed, are

lower. The station’s aim is to make
the producer more efficient than his
rival mainland counterpart. and
most producers in the program are
glad of the assistance and guidance
they receive from the experts at the
Swine Breeding station.
CHANGE IN EMPHASIS

Currently, the station is planning
to shift the emphasis of their in-
volvement in the local swine in-
dustry. They hope to be able to
concentrate more on the breeding of
pure bloodlines, and let the
production of breeding gilts be
handled by ‘multiplier—producers’
who ~will be designated by the
station. These producers will
assume the responsibility of
providing breeding stock for
producers ‘who later go into the
business. 1

BUYING PIGLETS

Most of the station’s work is in-
volved with large scale producers
who are willing to devote a lot of
time and money to building them-
selves and their operations into
viable, competitive operations, The
station does not supply gilts to those
who may wish, for example, to raise
a pig or two for slaughter. Any
piglets that are available for this
purpose are moved through
agricultural societies or develop-
ment association, who then accept
responsibility for the piglets.
Producers are encouraged to seil
some of their piglets on the open
market. Mr. Williams says that the
full demand for piglets is not being
met at this time, but he hopes that
within a few years supply will be

equal to the demand.
‘Pat Murray, a former Deputy
Minister of Agriculture, was the

man who's foresight and vision was



responsible for the start of the swine
breeding program over fifteen years
ago. The basic program he
established then is still in effect
today. The program is a classic
example of government doing
something positive, and then finding
it almost totally ignored by the press
and general public. It's often been
said that ‘no news is good news', and
the government's swine breeding

program seems to be a good
example.
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Individuals who have questions
regarding the swine breeding
program in the province should
contact the agricultural represen-
tative for their area. He'll be able to
give them all the information he has.
and if more should be needed. he'll
put them in touch with the people at
the Central Swine Breeding stationg

This little

Joseph Mackey is one of the more
successful swine producers in
Newfoundland. He spoke with Decks
Awash about his experience in
farming, especially his involvement
with the swine production industry.

“‘A farmer must be many things
rolled into one. He's got to be a
manager, a mechanic, a plumber,
an electrician, a businessman, and a
gambler is the main thing of all. He
has to gamble on the business when
the thing is down, and just roll along
smoothly when it's up."

Joseph Mackey is no stranger to
gambling in the farming business.
When he returned from the war in
1947, he went to work with the
Newfoundland Light and Power Co.,
and remained there for 12 years. He
found, however, that his early
background in agriculture.. his
father owned a small farm.. kept re-

emerging, and he started to get into
the business as a sideline. He had a
truck, and raised pullets for sale
throughout the province. He finally
cut his ties with the security of a
weekly paycheck, and started
devoting full time to the poultry
business. He invested in laying birds.
and soon had 2 flock of 8,000, which
was large for the time. He saw that
coming competition would make the
laying-bird business a tough one, so
he went back into producing nothing
but pullets. He raised thousands of
birds for the big producers.

‘Things were looking good for the
Mackey farm. They were about to
see first hand how the luck of a
farmer could change.

““In 1964 I had a sort of a disaster.
1'd gone into the birds fairly big, and
had built big buildings, and I had to
borrow money tq do that. 1 struck
disease, and there was nothing we
could have done to stop it. They
didn't have the drugs to inoculate

pig is going to market:

against diseases, so we lost
thousands of birds, and I lost a lot of
money. A lot of people thought I was
going to give up, but I never t.hmlgh\
so myself."”

Today Joseph Mackey u the
owner of a farm which is nestled on
the outskirts of St. John's. He con-
centrates on swine production, and
makes what he describes as a “‘more
than satisfactery living,”” in a
business where the margin between
loss and profit is at times paper thin.
Provincial producers, fav:ed with

company. Then I bought my fecd
from another outfit, and that was un
extra seven thousand dollars I made
the following year. That kind of
thing is still going on today."

Hog producers in the Eastern
section of the Island face one major
problem these days. There's a bad
bottleneck in the production process
at the Pleasantville slaughtering
facility, and this is the main obstacle
toincreased production.

‘““The small plant down in

high feed and tr costs,
must be more elﬁcien( than the
mainland producers they compete
with. For this reason, the
Newfoundland Government's
Central Swine Breeding Station
exercises a close supervision of the
farmer's operations, and stands
ready to assist the producer in a
number of ways.

The high «ost of investment,
coupled with the thin profit margin,
make the swine business one in
which the newcomer should exercise
considerable care. The current cost
of housing one sow and her litters
can run as high as 1800 dollars when
you are talking about new buildings.
Once the herd is established, Mr.
Mackey feels that feed cost
problems can lead the unwary into
debt which gives the feed companies
a real grip on the individual. He

was built to handle a
maximum of 600 hogs per week. If
the plant was large enough, I think
they could be handling three times
that amount. In the last two years
I've seen 38 people, I think it is, who
want to get into this business. If they
had thirty sows each, that would add
up to a lot of pigs when you consider
that each sow could produce 17 to 20
pigs a year. Those people haven't
gotten into the business, and are still
waiting, because there are no killing
facilities.”

It is interesting to ponder for a
moment just what the implications
of the delay are for those 38 would be
producers. While they wait, the cost
of everything connected with setting
up in the business continues to soar.
Feed, building materials, and the
cost of borrowing money are all
rising, and it's possible that we could

explains that most new
will have to buy feed on credit for
some time, and this can prove to be
expensive. »

“*About eight years ago, I was in
with a feed company, and 1 owed
them about $40,000. Another
salesman from a different company
came in here, and showed me that I
was paying seven thousand dollars a
year too much for my feed. I waited
my time, and I paid off the first

lose whose in-
terest will wane while the wait
continues.

Joseph Mackey has a philosophy
of business that he has evolved

through many years in the chancey
business of farming.

“Supply and demand controls the
world. That’s especially true in the
food market line. I don't like it when
things go too high, because sooner or
later people get browned off. If
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things were on a medium level, right
now we'd be getting about 70 or 72
cents per pound, and that's a pretty
air p Why should it go up a
dollar? I'm satisfied with a
reasonable profit. I don’t want
what's in your pocket, I only want
one twenty dollar bill. If I take all
the money you have, you're broke,
and you can't buy anything next
week. If we could cut down the swing
of the price cycle, we could plan
further ahead. Right now we can't
plan  more than two weeks ahead.
We're getting paid Toronto. prices
for our hogs, not Newfoundland
prices, and we've got to watch that
stock market like holy hell. I try to
keep at full capacity all the time,
and keep a steady flow of pigs going
out. If the price is low, the heck with
it, it's low. However, when the price
is high next week, I'm still there.”

That philosophy has worked well
for Joseph Mack His farm is
prosperous, and he lives in a large
and comfortable house. He still has
the poultry as a sideline, and a
pumper truck which he hires out
Through drive, ambition, and a bit of
gambler's luck, he has built a
comfortable and secure life for
himself and his family. He employs
several men, and he hopes to expand
in the future.

“It's like farming gives you a
feeling of freedom,” says Joe
Mackey. “You can make your own
decisions, and if you work at it, you
can make a go of it in the way you
choose."" @

4

Joseph Mackey

Capelin on the run

The Fishery Products capelin
fishing experiment involving three
Icelandic boats and their crews has
been fairly successful up to this
time, according to Gus Etchegary,
company Vice President. Mr, Et-
chegary said that catches have been
very good, but that it's too early to
pronounce the experiment a Ssuc-
cess, as capelin move rapidly in the
oceans. This means that the bouts
could have trouble in maintaining
the current catch levels.

Fishery Products first started to
investigate the commercial
potential of the capelin fishery some
four years ago, when they ex-
perimented with ‘capelin catching
and processing techniques,
However, the company felt that this
effort failed to yield sufficient in-
formation, and they later decided to
engage the three specialized
Icelandic capelin seiners and their
crews for this year's operation. The
capelin fishery has been active in
Iceland for over ten years, and they
are recognized as being among the
world’s best in the area of catching
and processing the small fish.

The boats are highly specialized
vessels, adaptableto either mid-
water trawling or purse seining.
They are about 130 to 135 feet long.
with special fish holds built in to
accommodate the bulk nature of the
catch. Refrigerated seawater tanks
enable the boats to keep the fish
longer than other vessels which lack
this feature.

Fishery Products were planning to
convert some of their side trawlers
to prosecute the capelin fishery, but
Mr. Etchegary says the company is
now seriously considering either
building or purchasing specialized
vessels for the capelin fishery,

"*We had side trawlers we thought
we could convert,” he says, ‘‘but
they wouldn't be exactly what you
look for in a boat of this type."’

The main thrust of the ox-
periments now being conducted are
towards trying to produce capelin as
a food resource. This approach
would also increase the commercial
value of the cateh greatly over what
it would be if the fish was used only
for production into fish meal,

The female capelin are being
frozen for export as are the roe. In
addition, small quantities of the
male capelin are being processed.
Mr. Etchegary emphasised that the
company is anxious to maximize
food production in the new venture.

What could the capelin fishery
mean to Newfoundland? It could
mean millions of dollars a year from
the small silvery fish that roll on the
Island's beaches each year.

There are two mam stocks of
capelin near Newfoundiand, one in
Northern waters and the Southern
stock on the Grand Banks. If just the
Southern stock could be harvested
and processed. it would be worth 16
to 18 million dollars a year to the
provincial fishery. Atthat rate,it'sa
resource we can hardly afford to
ignore. ®



Government money and from where it comes

For yeurs lederal politicians and critics of Confederation in Newfoundland have been harping at the unique
position New foundlind “enjoys™ as a *have not” province. Taking a close look at the figures from various sources,
however, such is not the case entirely.

The following table describes from where the major portions of each province
come, expressed as a percentage of that GGR.

s gross general revenues (GGR)

Province ol own transfers general specific
taxes sources * y

NFLD. 38 % 8% 15%. 27%

PEL 29 42 13 27

N.S. 37 51 153 27

N.B. 10 52 12 25

QUE. 63 76 13 15

ONT. 62 78 16 4

MAN, 7 64 17 13

SASK. “ 37 74 37 8

ALTA. 25 85 60 2

B.C. 51 80 26 1

Nutional

average 53 75 22 9 16
Total taxes is the amount raised by each province through taxation, including personal income tax, corporation

and business taxes, motor fuel sales, tobacco sales, estate taxes and others,

There are two figures under “own sources.” The first is the total amount ruised through each provinces’
resources, the second shows the amount raised other than through taxes.

' Theamount not raised through taxes includes natural resources revenue, priveleges, licenses and services, and,
returns on investments. Not surprisingly Alberta takes the record with 48 percent of GGR coming from natural
resources revenue.

There are two types of transfers from the federal government to the provinces, The general transter, which
includes statutory subsidies, federal income tax on privately owned public power utilities, lederal estate taxes,

jualization and other blished programs,

Specific transters are agreements between the province and nation for specific purposes such as health, welfare,
education and so on.

Looking through the figures as presented here it can be seen that Newfoundland rinks equally with her three
Atlantic Partners regarding her GGR. Quebec and Ontario share equal billing, the remaining four provinces have
such widely different systems no comparison is really valid.

Just what Newfoundland's role in spending federal government money is, is hard to ascertain, mostly because
each province uses its federal grants in different ways,

Newloundland gets 52 percent ol its revenues from the federal government, or about $500-million. Prince
Edward Iskind gets abont 38 percent, or $110-million. Nova Scotia gets 19, percent lor about $170-million and New
Brunswick hauls in I8 percent lor its $ 1:30-million. On a per capita basis this means about $1,000 per head in
Newfoundland:$1,000 per head in PEL: 600 per head in Nova Scotia, and, in New Brimswick. about $700 per head.

Newfoundland's share is divided evenly between general purpose and specific purpose transfers and how it is
spent is decided by the provincial government through the budget system and by voring portions of it in the
legislative process. This year, because debating time was limited, and because one or two opposition members ook
up too much time haggling over every little expenditure on several larger departments, only about one quarter of
the total amount budgeted was actually debated before being passed.

When one considers that only about $100-million is spent through statutes and to run government. the other
$900-million is all voted by the House of Assembly, and to have only about $250-million debated before it is
committed to programs is leaving a huge portion of money being spent without proper, debated accountability to
the elected representatives of the people.

Newfoundlanders, the national radio veported recently, spend more money on greeting cards than anyone else in Canada.
We have the reputation of spending more on beer than anyone else in Canada too. Qur prices are the highest in the country,
excepl for far nosthern areas, and our earning rate the lowest.

‘he work force in the province makes about $2-billion a year in wages and turns out about $2.3 -billion in goods and
services. For a $300-million a year return that is split among all the businesses and investments in the province, it's not a
heck of a lot of either.

Of the $2-billion earned, § 500-million goes to taxes and social welfare schemes, both federal and provincial; insurance
schemes and 50 on; of the rest about $1-billion is spent in retail outlets and surprisingly enough about $120-million is on
new automobiles. The rest gets invested, squandered and spent on essentials like food, clothing, howsing, heat, leisure and
heaith.
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What's a Police Officer

doing in a classroom?

Detective Sgt. William Taylor is a
seventeen year veteran of the
Newfoundland Constabulary. He
currently heads the CID's Fraud
Squad, and is one of a number of
men taking courses designed to
make them better law enforcment
officers.

What's a police officer with
seventeen years experience in the
messy and at times dangerous job of
criminal investigation doing in a
classroom?

He's continuing to learn. He's
trying to keep up with an in-
creasingly complex crime scene,
to be able to effectively enforce the
laws in a society whose problems
and difficulties become more in-
volved each year.

Detective Sgt. William Taylor is
the head of the Newfoundland
Constabulary's Criminal In-
vestigation Division Fraud Squad. A
seventeen year veteran of the force,
he recently completed a three-year
police course at Memorial
University. The course was set up
five years ago by the Constabulary
and the Department of Justice in co-
operation with Memorial Univer-
sity's Extension Service, with the
aim of providing further training
and upgrading to the members of the
force. To date, close to sixty officers
have gone through the program.

“You have to do your regular
police duty, and you have to attend
these classes in the night time,”
says Sargeant Taylor."You get no
extra money while attending these
classes, no overtime, and you don't
get any extra money when you
complete the course. You've got to
have the interest, and once you have
that and if you like it, you can go
ahead and there's no problem. If you
don’t have the interest, you won't be
able to get through it."

Sargeant Taylor is married to the
former Lucinda Leaman, and they
have two daughters, aged 14 and 8.
Sgt. Taylor's father-in-law, Cyril
Leaman, was also a police officer
and was associated with the
mounted division of the Newfoun-
dland Constabulary.

While Sgt. Taylor was taking the
police science course, he found that
it cut into the time he had to spend
with his family. He adds that he has
no special hobbies, and his idea of
relaxing might involve a backyard
barbecue, or a trip to one of the
beaches near St. John's with his
kids.

His family, however, offered him
good support when he applied to take
the course. “In my case, we never

William Taylor.

did discuss it that much. There was
never anything said about me not
going, because my family accepted
it. I applied, and discussed it with
them, and when I was accepted, 1
went. There's no doubt that there
were nights when you'd sooner get a
kick than go to class, but then
sometimes you have to give yourself
a kick to get out of bed in the mor-
ning."”
Before joining the Constabulary,
Sgt. Taylor spent five years in the
Canadian Air Force. For a large
part of this time, he was attached to
the Northern branch of the Air
Search and Rescue unit. He
remembers the time with fondness,
as the life of search and rescue men
had the excitement to appeal to a
young man recently out of school.
Most of the duties involved flying
mercy missions, such as the one in
which they flew a badly injured
clergyman to hospital from his
isolated community. He had fallen
150 feet from his church steeple.r
Another ‘routine’ mission saw them
search for and locate an expedition
of scientists who were lost on a long
trip through the interior of the
country. Sgt. Taylor still remem-
bers that one of the men had kept
careful count of the number of
blueberries he had picked and eaten
while _lost ...t was seventy two
pails.” “When a guy like that sees
you coming." says Sgt. Taylor, “it
must be like the second coming of

Christ. 1 really liked doing the
search and rescue work. It's really
personally satisfying when you pick
;‘P someone you've been searching
or."”

He feels that his contact with the
RCMP, with whom the Search and
Rescue units maintained close
liaison, may have led to his interest
in police work. After five years in
the Air Force, he decided to come
home to Newfoundland, and he
applied to join the constabulary.

He was accepted, and went
through the usual training program
for that time. A month of in
classroom training was followed by
a four month period in which the
young constable Was attached
to a senior officer on patrol. During
this time, he was much like an ap-
prentice in any trade, observing the
actions of the more experienced
man and comparing how he thought
he might handle the situation with
the action taken by the older man.

It was a good training system for
the time, but Sgt. Taylor is quick to
point out that the complexity of
today's police work makes a more
thorough training essential. The
‘men coming in are further advanced
in educational levels than when he
joined. That's why he feels it's
essential for those a long time in the
force to upgrade themselves.

Sgt. Taylor sees a difference in his
way of working since he completed
the course. The objective of the
course is to give a police officer a
better understanding of himself and
the people in the community.

“It opens your eyes a bit, and you
can see things a little differently
than if you just look at the little
world the police live in. It expands
your view a bit, and gives you a
better outlook on things.”

“In a situation involving a
domestic problem, for example, you
might just go into the house, do what
you have to do, and get out. What
this course is trying to do is help
perhaps in solving some of the
problems, like perhaps helping them
get on the right track to get some
help, rather than just making an
arrest, bringing someone down,
throwing him in a cell, and forget-
ting about it. The idea is to become
more involved in your community.
With me, personally, I went in to the
course with the attitude that it could
teach me something. It's made me
open my eyes a bit, and try to un-
derstand some of the problems I'm
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dealing with. I think it's made me a
better police officer, and caused me
to be more compassionate to the
people involved in a case, rather
than having a cold attitude of ‘he's a
punk, and that's it'."

After three years of upgrading, it
might seem to some that Sgt. Taylor
could now relax, secure in his job.
However, he doe see it that way.
He's now checking into the
possibility of doing some accounting
courses in an effort to stay on top of
what is almost daily becoming a
mare difficult job. 7

*“Idon’t think you can just lic down
and do nothing for the rest of your
life,” says Sgt. Taylor. “When I
came into this job seventeen years
ago, the work was difficult, just as it
is today. Now the police force has
expanded, but crime has expanded
tpo. Some people go into the pen and
come out with the criminal’s version
of a university's education, how to
better commit a crime. We have to
keep learning if we want to d:

anything about it.”

Diagram 1

Tongue

;Legtmg ;

How to make
seal skin boots

Sealskin boot making is an old
craft on Newfoundland's Northern
Peninsula. The ready availability of
sealskins meant that people in the
area could make their winter boots
at virtually no cost, and this was
important in the days when cash was
scarce, Today the industry has all
but died out,but there are still a few
people who retain the old skills.

One of these is Alma McLean, a 51
year old resident of Shoal Harbour
East. During the time Alma was
growing up, the economic facts of
life ensured that many women
learned the craft of bootmaking, It
not only enabled the women to take
care of their own family
requirements, but provided a
needed source of cash income-

Alma learned the basic art {7 2
her mother, and also ‘“picked up
various tricks of the trade from
women all over the coast. Although
the craft is rapidly disappearing, a
few women like Alma still make the
occasional pair of boots.

Here is a basic descnpuun of how
you can make sealskin boots
yourself.

Obviously, you have to first catch
and skin a seal. Don't let Brian
Davies catch you at it, or the whole
process will become vastly more
complicated.

Once you have the sealskin, the
first step is to remove the fat from
the pelt. The skin is then rolled in

coarse salt to preserve it. This
should be done in March or April.

Come June, the skins are unrolled,
and can then be tied to the wharf to
soak for a few days. This should
remove the salt and soften the skin.
The skins are then laced in a wooden
frame and stretched. (See diagram
1). Following this, both sides of the
skin are scraped with a scraper
‘made from a barrel hoop with an eye
to getting rid of all grease. Then
place the skin in the sun todry.

Once the skin has dried, you can
take it to a shallow pond, and
proceed to put it in soak for a period
of three to six weeks, This is called
the “tinting”’, and it will remove the
fur from the skin.

While the skin is tinting, you
should prepare a tub of water during
the last week which contains the
juices from the bark of fir trees
Place the skin in it, and leave it
there for a week or so. This will
thicken and tan the pelt. Upon
removal, lace the skin again into a
frame for a day, and letit dry.

When bootmaking was a common
process, all work to this point was
done by the men, with the women
taking over when the pejt was ready
to be used for bootmaking.

First, the woman of the house
would have to cut the pattern for the
boots, which was made in four parts.
Each pattern would be cut to the foot
size of the intended wearer. The four

Border

8

* Bottom

Diagram 2

parts were called the legging tongue,
bottom, and border. (See diagram
2).

Then the real work, the sewing of
the boot, began. The leg would be
sewed first, down the middle
through the front. The tongue would
then be joined, and the bottom ad-
ded. Finally, the border for the top of
I.hs legging was put into place, and

finished boot was ready for
WEII".

You should be able to make two
pairs of boots to the average
sealskin. If you're as quick as the old
time ladies, you should be able to
make two pairs of boots in a day. If
you intend to sell them, you'll
probably ask more for them than the
two doll a pair many of the
women asked in days now gone.
‘When the bottom of the boot wears
out, the legging can be used
sort of recycling, if you
you like, you can keep a few
mre sealskins rolled in salt in the
shed, in case you get the urge to
make a pair when the seals are far
away. g

Decks Awash would like to thank
Julia White of the Newfoundland and
Labrador Craft Develoipment
Association and Alma McLean for
providing the information which
went into the writing of this article.




It the current practice of giving wind speeds in miles per hour, kilometers per hour, and knots | has you confused, [oin the
crowd. With Canada still in the process of adopting lo the metric system, it will take some time for all of us to become
accustomed to the new forecast format.

diffe which we
reprint below. We'd suggest that you clip it out, and keep It handy for reference.
KNOTS TO MILES PER HOUR, KILOMETRES/HOUR
knots mi/h km/h knots mi/h km/h
1 1.2 18 36 414 e 66.7
2 23 37 37 426 68.5
3 35 5.6 38 43.7 70.4
4 4.6 7.4 39 449 72.2
5 5.8 9.3 40 46.0 74.1
6 6.9 1.1 L1 41.2 75.9
7 8.1 13.0 42 48.3 71.8
8 9.2 1438 43 49.5 79.6
9 10.4 16.7 44 50.6 81.5
10 11.5 18.5 45 51.8 83.3
1 12.7 20.4 46 52.9 85.2
12 13.8 22.2 47 54.1 87.0
13 15.0 241 48 §6.2 88.9
14 16.1 25.9 49 56.4 90.7
15 17.3 21.8 50 §1.5 926
16 18.4 29.6 51 §8.7 945
17 19.6 315 52 59.8 96.3
18 20.7 333 53 61.0 98.2
19 219 35.2 54 62.1 100.0
20 23.0 37.0 55 63.3 101.8
21 4.2 38.9 56 64.4 103.7
22 25.3 0.7 57 65.6 105.6
23 26.5 42.6 58 66.7 107.4
24 27.6 4.4 59 67.9 109.3
24 21.6 4.4 59 67.9 109.3
25 28.8 4.3 60 69.0 1111
26 29.9 48.2 61 70.2 113.0
27 311 50.0 62 73 114.8
28 322 51.9 63 725 116.7
29 334 53.7 64 73.6 118.5
30 345 55.6 65 748 120.4
3 35.7 57.4 66 76.0 122.2
32 36.8 59.3 67 771 1241
33 38.0 6t.1 68 78.3 125.9
34 39.1 63.0 69 79.4 127.8
35 40.3 64.8 70 80.6 129.6
Issued by Environment Canada
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How to buy and

stay alive in a canoe

“During a two week period
May, we had ten drownings, and
most of these were people falling
overboard from canoes. I'd like to
point out that in all of these cases,
lifejackets were not worn and in
most of these cases. there were no
lifejackets in the canoes.' says
Steve Malamed, Director of Water
Safety for the Newfoundland
Division of the Canadian Red Cross.

Steve is one man who wishes that
all people who are interested in
enjoying themselves in small boats
would wear lifejackets or PFD's
(personal flotation devices). He has
a good reason for feeling like this.
The reports of all small boat
drownings in the province, close to
20 so far this year, keep crossing his
desk.

This summer, a new regulation
from the Ministry of Transport is in
effect. It requires that a small boat
must carry «a lifejacket, PFD, or
flotation cushion for each passenger.
Mr. Malamed feels that this is less
than ideal. He says, "the Ministry of
Transport regulations don't
stipulate that you must wear the
lifejacket. We take it a step further,
and strongly encourage that people
wear their lifejackets because if you
have the lifejacket just laid in the
boat, and it tips over, immediately
you're in a panic situation. In a lot
of cases where that occurs, ‘that
lifejacket separates from the in-
dividual, and this often leads to a
person's drowning."’

““The old reasoning that a
lifejacket is uncomfortable  no
longer holds true, because they hive
the personal floatation devices on
the market which are form fitting. A
canoeist could wear one of the vest
type PFD’s under a sweater.
There's no obstruction, and they are
very comfortable. ‘That's good,
because a lot of the general public
wouldn't wear the older styles at all
times because they were somewhat
uncomfortable. The vest type
lifejacket is probably the most
comfortable and the most common,
The type with the opening in the
form of a keyhole can be un-
comfortable,” he adds.

The wearing of a good lifejacket or
PFD can literally save your life once

your canoe has overturned.
Another part of the answer to en-
joying canoeing in safety lies in
buying a good, safe canoe in the first
place.

There are many types of canoes on
the market today, and there are few,

if any, regulations governing the
design of the craft to ensure that
they are inherently safe.

Says Steve Malamed, “‘The
lifejacket that has MOT approval
has gone through laboratory tests 1o
prove thal it is a durable lifejacket,
and will support the number of
pounds it says it will. With canoes,
there’s nothing. You can walk into
any of the chain stores or any of the
major department stores, and buy a
canoe that we would classify as
unsafe.

We've gone as far as (o test some
of these canoes with expert
canoeists, and found that the
freeboard — the distance from the
waterline to the gunwale — was too
low. The seats were so close to the
floor of the canoe that the canoeist
feet got trapped.

Remember, I'm talking about
expert canoeists, so there was no
real danger. However, if we were
dealing with a novice, I can't see
how they could get out of  that
situation if the canoe tipped over (3

A check with two of the St. John's
chain stores revealed that they have
no standards on the local store level
to check the safety of the boats they
sell. Both explained that all pur-
chasing is done on the head office
level, and that the local branches
are restricted toa “we get them and
sell them™ role. They aren't given
any right or obligation to ensure that
the canoe you buy isn't a deathtrap.
It’s also surprising that there are no
standards on a government level to
make sure that the boats built are of
a safe design. As things stand now,
anyone can start building canoes
tomorrow, with no idea of the sa(ely
aspect at all, and sell them.

How can you be sure that the boat
you buy will be a safe design? Ac-
cording to Steve Malamed, there are
four basic things to look for. The
first is the beam, or width, of the
canoe as measured from the centre
of the boat. The Red Cross recom-
mends that for a sixteen fool canoe,

most common size, the beam
should be 36 to 38 inches. This should
ensure that the craft will have
enough stability to be safe, and
avoid the steering problems one can
encounter with canoes of outsize
beams.

‘The next thing to check is the
freeboard, or distance from the
waterline to the gunwale. For a
sixteen footer, they recommend that
the freeboard be about 15 inches.
Less than this could make the canoe

easy to swamp.

The third thing to check on is the
keel of the canoe, which should be
wldeem;hmmdmbmq.Ame
of thumb is that a wider keel adds
more stability, but a keel that is too
wide can defeat its own purpose.

The material the canoe is made of
is of vital importance when you
consider the ability of the boat to
float when full of water. The cedar
strip canoe, a big favorite of the
experts, is a heavier craft than the
aluminum and fibreglass canoes
common today, and the weight of the
boat makes it steady. If capsized or

the wooden
ensures that it will remain afloat.

When dealing with the aluminum
and fibreglass models, you should
check that there is adequate added
flotation material to keep the
waterfilled boat afloat. The best way
of doing this is to place foam blocks
in the bow and stern, and some
manufacturers bond them into
place.

Canoes with air filled buoyancy:
chambers are not as safe as those
containing foam, as the air can leak
out over a period of time, and thus
sink if you get into trouble.

The canoes with foam strips along
the outside will float if capsized, but
some of the designs thus eqmpped
are very wide in the beam,
hence prone to tipping in the llnl
place. It's a good general rule that
the lighter a canoe, the easier it is to
capsize.

In -ummlry. keep these things in
mind. First, check -the design
carefully before you buy. The Red
Cross Water Safety Division will be’
happy to help you pick a good onc.
and tell you what to avoid. They can
be contacted at 55 Duckworth Street:

East. St. John'

Then make sure that the beam,
freeboard and flotation are adequate
for the intended uses. Check your
choice with any friends you might
have who are expert canoeists.

And finally, firstly and always, get
and wear, at all times, a lifejacket or




the i of photos.
We'd like to know how many things you can find which
violate water safety rules. We ask you to jot them
down, and send your list to Decks Awash. The staff will
review all submissions, and the sender of the best list
of wrongdoings will receive ... what else... an MOT
approved lifejacket. Send your answer to Decks
Awash, MUN Extension Services, 21 Kings Bridge
Road, St. John's. We'll also print the best answer in the
next edition.




"Joey Smallwood's
Brain Waves”

Little Joe Smallwood they have to go elsewhere
from Gambo he came- to usé lobster pots.
All he was after
was prestige andfame. Joey from Gambo

and Johnnie Sheehan-
He held many jobs they both got together
for a number of years and cooked up a scheme.
and finally arrived

““We will build a refinery
down at Come By Chance."”
says Johnie to Joey,

“twill be a hand to finance.""

to head his career.

With his gift of gab
he was doing fine.
Confederation was established

back in forty-nine. From the very first start

it has troubles galore.
If not at the plant
it was out at the shore.

In one of his announcements
he said ‘I've a plan,
Burn all your boats,

there’s three jobs for each man.’’ Man hour losses

and union demands,
there was seldom the like here
in Newfoundland.

He established some industries
in a very short time,

like wise a pig farm

out on Roaches Line. And now Joey's brain wave
is due for to close.

Most of the workmen

are bound for to lose.

The plant at Long Harbour
he did subsidize

with tax payers money

for years twenty-five. Another of his projects

the liner board mill

Herring turned red, Is still a white elephant
cod fish were killed, and probably always will.
the air was polluted
on meadows and hills. If he could make a comeback
he would think it fine.
Another idea in Joey's regime- But he's better in moth balls
his cohorts cooked up out on Roaches Line.
Centralization’s bY
bright scheme. 3 Joey made a big splash
Victor while he was the boss.
People were moved The Newfoundland people
from Harbours so grand Butler are taxed for the loss.
to so called growth centres
here in Newfoundland. 5 If he were an ostrich
he would hide his head in the sand
Fishermen are not happy and be ashamed to hold it up
because of their lot anymore in Newfoundland.

J/
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INTRODUCTION

With the bzbmllur fishery defunct i the early 50's, many people in gavernment questioned the sensibility of keeping the islands off
‘oday with the exception of o few stakwarts on Woody Island, Placentia Bay, the islands are empty. The story

of Harbaur au//n, Red Island and Oderin, among others, is a tragedy. Many of the people of the Horse Islands north of Green Bay are
lrving in La Scie on ucrl/rm— and the list goes an. Hul lhdtn are many islands that still exist. Why are they still there when others have

gone? Howdid despite the different? What did they do right .. or wrang, and what's in store for
them?

lntmxdbugaunndl)«hdumﬁ[m-dllwuwlhn" »;—J he continued exis lands. B in things did
emerge ... trong he Lab fishery died . ppp-lnonhmrbfmtmmll,md

auvanghuoqwlnthnumpmphﬁmm-g -mumbﬂ:m-hndudllnh-puojamm
Bul‘ml)wrranmuhlrwmdlhnv-am/wwmwpmmwnmmo]hwmmo—ﬁm
island knowing that conditions were not that much better elsewhere.

M. land reside i lfe Still othersare emplayed at island industries. Buwmwkdma
pattern of life which involves working on seiziind Newfoundland or Labrador or mainland Canada for 4 or 5

months and
\bﬂdbahalﬂ.ngwdu , fishing and hunting for the remainder o/lll:ycarundm;oymgaIowlodo[hmngnnduhgi'uﬂlyofh]t /




St. Brendan’s

Fertile land

key to successful past

St. Brendan's in Bonavista Bay is
actually made up of four com-
munities, Dock Cove, Shalloway Bay
Cove. The island is shown on maps
as Cottels Island. However, the
whole of the island is commonly
referred to as St. Brendan's. _

But no matter what you call it, St.
Brendan's is the only island in
Bonavista Bay with the exception of
Greenspond, that still boasts a
thriving community. How did it
survive when other communities
withered and died either through
resettiement or by their own natural
causes? And how is the community
surviving today when it lacks any
kind of steady industry? These are
just some of the questions we will be
looking at in these next few articles.

According to informed sources,
the first inhabitants settied on St.
Brendan's between 1806 and 1830,
but a permanent settlement did not
arise until the 1840's when [Irish

immigrants decided that this island
was one of the most fertile in the bay
for a combination fishing-farming
lifestyle,

According to the 1857 census, 5.8
harrels of potatoes per capita were
grown. As this was more than each
family could use and because other
islands in Bonavista Bay could not
boast of such good farm land, it's
likely that this led to exchange of
goods with other settlements. This
started St. Brendan's on its way to
playing an important part in the
economy of the area. Consequently,
the community got a secure footing
in a time when communities started
up, withered and died depending on
the availability of fish and farm
land. Astime went on, St. Brendan's
was looked to in a leadership
capacity because of its ability to
trads

ade.
Not only did its fertile lands at-
tract people, but since it was a

Catholic community, it tended to
attract any Catholic families in-
terested in se_n!ing in the area.

By 1900 the population had risen to
500 and it continued to rise until the
1950's with a slight drop during the
depression years. By 1920 the
population had reached 680 and by
1945 it was 738. It reached its peak in
1956 when 829 people were recorded
in the census.

The people on St. Brendan’s
followed the same pattern of fishing
and living as people on other islands
and isolated communities. As more
people settled in Bonavista Bay, it
‘was necessary to go further afield to
find fish, and the men began going to
the Labrador in the spring. During
the early Labrador fishing days, 15
schooners went north each spring.
While they were gone, the women
looked after the gardens which had
been tilled by the men before their
departure. In winter, woods work
was important to the self sufficient
economy of the island and lumber
was cut on the island and nearby
mainland for use in making boats,
houses and firewood.

When not on the Labrador, the
‘men would add to their food supplies
by hunting the plentiful moose, bear,
rabbit, mink, beaver and the many
birds such as arctic turr, gulls,
ducks and geese. Berries also grew
in abundance. In addition, families
had sheep, cows, goats and pigs and
of course, the wool from the sheep
was carded, spun and made into
clothing.

The self sufficiency of the island
began to give away during the 1930's
when a construction  boom hit=
Canada and men began to go away
looking for wage paying jobs. An
employment network was set up
which is still in existence today
whereby a friend or relative hears of
a job from someone on the mainland
and up he goes. He then writes back
to his younger brother and tells him
of a job and so forth. It was however,
mostly the younger men who left the
fishery for wage paying jobs.

By the late 1940's the construction
boom had ended and the men
returned to the Labrador fishery and
it was revived . . . but only for a short
period. The industrial expansion
which followed Confederation




provided economic alternatives to
the fishery. Again it was the younger
men who sought these jobs.

The older men who had less
education, were less desirable on the
job market. However, they were
now faced with a difficult problem.
They could not find people to go as
crews to the Labrador. Finally the
Labrador fishery died never really
torevive again.

Instead, the inshore .fishery
started up in the 1950's and without
the need for large crews, people
from smaller communities and
islands began to move. Many went 1o
St. Bundan's, which had a church
and several schools. For example, in
the community of Dock Cove, 10 of
the 24 houses were occupied in the
mid 60's by families from
Gooseberry Island, Braggs Island
and Deer Island.

As the population of the bay began
to decrease, the inshore fishery
became ever more viable for the
people of St. Brendan's. By the
middle of the 1960's, most of the
neighboring islands had been
abandoned and the government
began to exert pressure on the
people of St. Brendan's to move to
the mainland where more jobs were
available and social services would
be provided. But since farming was
good, the fishery wasn't bad, and the
advantages of moving weren't that
obvious, the people were slower than
in many communities to leave,
although every spring until this
year, rumors persisted that so and
80 was going or such and such a
service was going to be discon-
tinued. But the momemtum to move
never quite got going on St. Bren-
dan's

‘Two theories have been put forth
on why St. Brendan's is still very
much there. Head wrote in 1863 that
St. Brendan's refusal to move
derived from the need of a con-
servative Catholic population to
maintain its identity in the midst of a
primarily Protestant bay, and that
there was no acceptable new
community to which the people
could move.

However, Gerald Briton who
wrote his Ph.D Anthropology Thesis
on St. Brendan's and from whom
much of this historical background
is taken, disagrees. He says that
the younger men had already left for
wage paying jobs.and the older men
had excellent farm land, 2 good
fishery and a sizable investment in
houses, stores, wharfs, (fishing
rooms, boats and gear. A move
would mean the older fishermen
would have to compete with already
established men for shore facilities
and fishing berths. Also there would
be little chance of them finding
better employment. He adds that
other communities moved because
the established merchants had left.

Ferry landing on St. Brendan's.

Dock Cove, one of the four coves on St. Brendan's.

But on St. Brendan's merchants

didn't arise until the 1930's. They
were more into retail stores whereas
the merchants who had moved from
other communities were tied to a
declining fishery. Also enough of the
young people went on to higher
education to keep the island self
sufficient in teachers.

It would .then appear, that those

things which other island com-
munities resettled to find were
located on St. Brendan's, and there
was no reason for St. Brendan’s to
move. Today St. Brendan's is sull
very much alive and now working as
a community to get those essential
facilities which were so long in
coming. Their next step is to get
small industry. ™Y



St. Brendan's holding its own

despite no

What makes St. Brendan's tick?
It's one of the few island com-
munities that has no industry, yet
it's slowly growing and developing.

Like many communities,
especially those on the Burin
Peninsula, the men are away for a
major portion of the year working on
the lake boats, or in Labrador. Come
winter they return to spend their
money. Most all of them adamantly
say that if there were decent jobs on
the island, they would stay there all
year round. They say, “‘There's no
better life than on St. Brendan's." In
the summer those who have left for
permanent jobs and families
elsewhere, return in flocks,

But despite the absence of men in
the winter, the island is a beehive of
activity. On Monday there is a dart
league; Tuesday is Volleyball night;
Wednesday is community school
night in which courses in wine
making, yoga, beauty culture, art,
the metric system and income tax,
cooking and volleyball are offered;
Thursday is the parish card game;
Friday there is always something on
for the teenagers; Saturday is free;
and Sundpy is bingo. In addition
there are always lots of card parties
on the go.

When asked, most residents say
there is a real community spirit
although not as great as in years
gone by.

As with most communities, the
women have stopped rug making
which was a social event, but
recently a number of women joined
the knitting group, Yarn Pulnl
crafts, and others are

industry

Nova National Park.

In addition to craft activities, the
women in winter are avid Volleyball
players, and in summer they are
busy tending the gardens which
their husbands or relatives set out.

Unlike many communities, gar-
dens are still very much in evidence
on St. Brendan's and not just small
garden plots either...potatoes,
carrots, beets, cabbage and turnip
are grown by most families and
stored in root cellars. About a dozen
families still grow enough to see
them through the entire winter.

Sheep wander the roadways, and
families, rather than carding and
spinning as they used to, send their
wool to McAllison, PEL There it is
made into the traditional gray and
white wool which is then made into
socks, mitts and sweaters.

Chickens, cows, horses, goats and
pigs are also still very much in
evidence. In fact, one resident said
there were more animals than
people. Although most residents say
there are far fewer gardens and
much less livestock than in previous
years, in comparison to most
communities, St. Brendan's is a
beehive of agricultural activity.

But while gardens and animals
may be thriving, music has suffered
at the hands of time. As one resident
put it, “There wasn't a family who
didn't play”, especially the women
‘who were keen on the accordion. But
now there is no traditional music
and the only instrument played is
the guitar.

As for modern conveniences, the
power plant was installed on the
island i 11 years ago.

involved in craft projects. One
woman, Sadie Hynes, is having
some of her rugs exhnnted at the

Cultural pi

Prior to that time, many people had
generators. Phones were installed 8
years ago, but have never been very
When this writer

summer. She has al:o been nked to
demonstrate rug making at Terra

oll barrels Iined up in the harbour after a winter's use.

visited St. Brendan s, the island had
been without service for

several days. The principal of the
high school reported that the phone
had been out of order for almost half
of the school days and yet they still
had to pay the full monthly rate. The
people of St. Brendan's have few
complaints, but their most vocal one
is the poor phone system.

Most people have oil or oil and
wood stoves and while this presents
no problems to the resident, it's
chaos for the store owner who has
the oil franchise. Despite the fairly
large population, the oil companies
refuse to put a storage tank on the
island. Consequently, 25,000 barrels
are brought over, 40 at a time, on a
ferry each fall. The local merchant
then loads them into his dump truck,
10 at a time, and delivers them
throughout the 4 settled coves. In the
summer he picks up the empty
drums and they can be seen along
the roadside outside his store. The
barrels sit in the sun and leak, which
is a major concern of everyone.
Despite numerous reports and
changing companies, Mr. Jack
Croke is no closer to getting a
storage tank than he was several
years ago and the barrels continue
toleak.

The ferry which leaves Burnside
on the Eastport Peninsula regularly,
is the life line of the people. Although
an old boat which can only carry 4
cars, the people have few com-
plaints because it is at their service
virtually all the time. If the
passengers want Lo £0 Lo Glovertown
or Gander for shopping and cannot
make it back in time for the evening
ferry, they find it is cheaper to
charter the ferry for $25 rather than
spend the night in a motel. If
someone Is sick, the ferry takes him
or her to the nearest doctor in
Eastport. The ferry also brings over
fresh produce every Thursday as
well as a doctor every two weeks. In
winter a plane from Gander is at
their service.

But while the ferry doesn't pose a
problem, the government wharf on
St. Brendan's does. It was not
designed for a ferry, it was there
when the ferry came. And if it's high
or low tide, cars can not be loaded.

As for shopping, people can obtain
most everything they want through
the local merchants, Many still shop
by catalogue and for big shopping,
the residents go to Glovertown or
Gander.

The town council has been
established since the 1950's and its
major concern now is trying to do
something about the phone service,
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about the ferry wharves and the nine
miles of road which are excellent in
the winter, but always seem to have
bumps come the dry weather. There
is a dozer on the island, but a grader
is needed to get out the bumps.
Cottels Pond, where the plane lands
in the winter, has a road to it, but it
needs desperately to be upgraded.
This comes under the Department of
Highways which also hires a man
winter time to look after the roads.

There’s very little full em-
ployment on the island, except for
those who work in the 3 local shops,
the power plant, as teachers, etc.
Most people who work go to the
western arctic for four or five
months or to Labrador City or
Churchill Falls for either carpentry
or construction work. Others work
on the Great Lakes.

There appear to be two trends

-..those who want to work and will
go anywhere to work and those who
don’t. Those who go away, have the
philosophy that it's better to make
big money and come back for
several months than to stay and
make piddling amounts.

But because the men make good
money elsewhere and come home
for several months to a place where
the cost of living is relatively low,
the island is fairly well off. This is
partially demonstrated by the
ability of 13 graduating students to
raise $1,200 for their graduation by
holding raffles and selling tickets.

Although the island is now
referred to as St. Brendan's, there

usedto be many coves on the island in
which families lived. Each person
had a strong feeling about his or her
cove. And as with any society, there
were certain coves that were looked
down mpon as being poor and other
coves that were known for their
skippers or merchants. But this is
passing as the island becomes more
of one community with one school,
one church, one post office, etc. And
as the island meets more regularly
as a whole, a sense of community
spirit is definitely developing ac-
cording to the residents. One in-
stance was the recent meeting of
fishermen (over 50 men are involved
in the fisheries) in which they
decided to set up a fishermen's

i to seek for

in the fisheries in the area. Of prime
importance is a holding unit as the
cod are taken by collector boat to
Valleyfield and the salmon and
lobster are sold to Dover.

What makes St. Brendan's dif-
ferent from any of the islands are
the number of young people there.
The boys far outnumber the girls
and many of the single young men
are killing time on the island while
waiting for jobs to turn up
elsewhere. But there are a number
of young couples on the island who
are renovating older homes and 5 of

the school teachers belong to the
island. Many people have left, but
have found that life elsewhere is not
much better. Thus while the money

may not be terrific on the island,.

those living there feel the quality of
life is better and at least they can
own their own homes.

Up until this year, resettiement
was very much a factor, if not in
fact, certainly in rumor. But this
year no one talked about leaving.
People talked about returning to the
island instead. Homes were being
moved by barge from one cove to
another as people began to settle in
and fix up. This spring fences that
hadn’t been mended or painted in
years began to look brand new.
Several families moved into one

cove that had been resettled many
years ago and this summer these
families are busy planting gardens
and raising livestock.

It looks as though St. Brendan's is
very much here to stay. It may not
grow. In the long run, it may lose a
lot more people. But in the mean-
time the residents seem ready to put
up with the hassles of working away
for five months of the year with the
knowledge that the other seven
months can be comfortably spent on
St. Brendan’s enjoying the life
where locks on the doors are
unknown. And those who live on St.
Brendan's and earn a marginal
income are content knowing that
elsewhere life isnot any better. @

The Catholic Church and Post Office

in St. Brendan's.

St. Brendan's ferry.
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Students

In many ways the students of St
Brendan's are like students everywhere
In this article, we will take a look at some
of the similarities and some of the ways in
which they differ from students brought
up in a less isolated environment

One interesting point is that the
enrollment of the St. Brendan's schuol
which comes under the Roman Catholic
School Board in Gander, has drastically

ropped in the last four years from 256 10
173, but it's not because everyone is
moving out. It's more because families
are having fewer children

And whether it’s because the kids are
unusually motivated or because they can
receive more individual attention
(classes run from 13 10 20 students), an
unusually large number o on 1o higher
education, Last yeur out of 13 students.
four went to the Gander vocatiue
school, one went 1o the Fisheries Colle,
and three went to Memorial

Although most of the students are eager
to leave the island when they finish high
school, the boys will usually return when
they are between jobs or before they
settle down and get married. However,
when the girls leave, they generally leave
for good

There are othet differences as well in
the patterns between the boys and girls
When not hanging around, the boys are
out in the boats hunting or fishing,
whereas the girls, especially those from
large families, are helping out in the
home and are tuned into ‘the story". But
this pattern exists in most Newfoundland
communities. Like students overywhere,
both sexes like pop music, hanging
around and the occasional drink
However, there are no drugs. There i
also no movies, but the school is pretty
much open to the students use for
arganized sports and dances.

Reading has not been a regular part of
the students lives, partly because books
are not readily available. Reeently,
however, the principal, Mary Kenne
instituted a program of required reading

concerned about future

s
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St. Brendan's graduation.

during school hours 10 try and correet thiy
situation.

Despite this gap in knowledge, Miss
Kennedy will be going back ta
graduate school in education this year, is
impressed with the students’ interest in
world-events and with the caretul thought
they are putting int
with their lives.
are those who don't do anything, but they
exist_everywhere. However. other kids
are giving their careers a lol of thought
and are oing Nfo unusuAl Professions.
But of course, this creates othr
problems, because some of the purents
wistfully sa nly cducating our
Childreh tnleave'st, Bhandun

Miss Kennedy is also impressed with
the openness and open-mindedness of the
White

students and their fumilics
maintaining many traditio
Brendan's  have alsa
travelled a fuir amount and keep up well
with what is happening on the national

scene. They are also willing 1o Jecept new
ways and ideas. This carries over W
students. Miss Kennedy gives
example of when the students fast y
travelled to St John's and m :
people who were frequently in the news
With no hesitation the students we
10 talk with these celebritics and .
some penetrating questions.

Perhaps the faet thitt the community
participated in 4 community school Ju
six years where people donate their ti
and their particular interest
charge 1o teach other peaple. h
them of any self consciousne
tape equipment has aiso been
to the students and they £ ‘
among other projects, for an OFY project
to make a tape on the past, present ung
future of St. Brendin's

free

There are exceptions but for the most
part, the St. Brendan's kids are outgoing,
hard-working, involved students.

“] don’'t care
if there are only
50 people left!"

Gregg O'Reilly and Kevin O'Reilly
are two brothers born and raised on
St. Brendan's. Both went to
University with the intention of
becoming teachers. Both are now
back on St. Brendan's and plan
never to leave again, except for the
occasional holiday. What's in-
teresting about these two young
brothers is that their parents left the
island several years ago for health
reasons and are now living in St.
John's,

' Gregg, age 25, returned to St.
Brendan's four years ago and
married a local girl. He is now in the
process of renovating one of the

community’s older homes by putting
in water, sewerage, panelled walls
and a furnace

Gregg says, that having becn
brought up on St. Brendan's, he
could never see teaching in a city.
Therefore, when he finished
university, he applied to teach in
only small communities. Since St.
Brendan's was his home and it
needed teachers, he figured it made
the most sense to return there. He
likes the life on St. Brendan's and
says, "I don’t care if only 50 people
are left on the island, I'll stay as long
as there is someone here."

Gregg likes St. Brendan's because
of all the things he can do there. In
the city one can go hunting and
fishing only on weekends, but on St.
Brendan's, he says, since school is
through at 3:30, he can be out on the
water in a few minutes with half a

day stretching before him.

Ten years ago when he was
thinking what he was going to do
with his life, teaching was the only
profession. But he was lucky
because he had always wanted to be
a physical education teacher. Now
he is impressed with the variety of
careers the students are interested
in and he mentions that one of the
female students plans to enter
university next year to become an
engineer.

A school St. Brendan's size doesn’t
merit a full time physical education
teacher, so Gregg spends roughly
half his time being a science teacher
and next year he will become the
principal.

Thus for Gregg, living on St
Brendan's is a very healthy fulfilling
life in an environment which he
wouldn't trade for all the Toronto's
or St. John's in the world. °
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Pat Turner is the local Justice of
the Peace, chairman of the Red
Cross, Wildlife Officer and a
member of the Town Council. He'
also seen close to 70 summers pass,
but he hasn't learned what it means
to ‘“take is easy.” In the following
story he talks about his early days
at fishing.

- “Istarted fishing in 1916 when I
was eleven, at Cut Throat Islands. |
was suppose to cut tails and go

2. When we went trapping the
fish, I wenl flunky, pronging the fish
out of the boat. When I would fill the
box, they would give me a fish and
this was my pay. 1 would bring the
fish home and my mother would
make the fish. At the end of the first
year when I shipped it, I had 23 and
%% quintals, which meant I made 9%

dollars.

“I fished from that time until 1922
and then I went to the States working
on the oil tankers. I worked there for
two years and then I came home and
went fishing again. I imagine in all
fished about 40 summers,

“I stopped fishing on the Labrador
in 1942, The reason I stopped was
that there wasn't much in it at the
time. A couple of winters before 1
gave up fishing, I was doing car-
pentry work, and I learned enough
at that to get a job as a carpenter, 1
worked at darpentry until the first
year the war was over and then I
went at the herring.

“We used to bring our fish to St.
John's and sell it to the different
merchants. Sometimes we shipped
to Moores in Carbonear.

“I think the biggest voyage of fish
we ever had was the year we lost it
all. We had something over 1,500
quintals and we lost the works - I
never even got all my clothes. We

struck a rock on Frenchman's
Island, between Dog Island and Seal
Island on the Labrador Coast. We
had a big boat in tow and another
one on deck which floated off but we
got her. There was a boat that came
out to assist us. So we never got
lnythmz that summer.

““When we used to go fishing you
were lucky to get 4 hours of sleep out

come back from Labrador at dif-
ferent times. Sometimes it would be

wouldn't be until the
October. We would stay as long as
we possibly could. Wheh we came
back we would make our fish, take it
to St. John's, and get back around
the 20th of November. Then we
would go up the bay in the schooner
for rabbits. People also used to trap
red muskrat and otters. Then
around Christmas we would get at
the turrs. After that we'd go in the
woods. Then around the first of
March we'd take off with the hand
slide up the bay again after the
rabbits. There was always
something to do.

““There were a lot of the schooners
built around here. One man repaired
21 in his day. There was always a
day given of free labour, but I don't
think there is very much of that
today.

People also used to fish out of
here, but it wasn't that good around
here. This was more of a home port
for all the people who went to
Labrador to fish. It has all died out
now. There are only about 10 full
time fishermen here now. .

“I wouldn't say there were
anymore people on St. Brendan's in
the 1920 and 30's than there is now. I
remember about 60 years ago that
there were 42 voters but then the
voting age was 21, The last time that
1 took the voters list was in 1974, It
was 103 population. Last year it
dropped. But what caused the drop
was that a lot of people moved out
within the last two years. Bul people
are now moving back. I always knew
that St. Brendans was going to stay.
1 think that the only thing that would
reduce the population of St. Bren-
dan's is the young people.

“I was appointed justice of the

peace in 1967. I have to do
everything for nothing. People come
to me to fill out all kinds of forms
such as wills. I am the official wit-
ness and have to fill them out as well
because the people don't know how
to fill them out. I never had proper

. 1 had to learn all this the
hard way. I got only so far as per-
centages in Arithmetic then 1
became a cook in a lumber camp for
50c a day.

“‘As justice of the peace I was
filling out all of those forms and
everything for nothing, so someone
said that 1 should be getting

So I wrote a
saying I wasn't getting anything” |

received a letter that said to charge
25¢ for every ;form that I filled out.
But 1 still don’t get anything. I was
magistrate for five years and I said
that I think I would give it up in 1972.
But in 1972 I had another form come
and now I have it until 1977. But
there is a lot of work to do. I have to
do a lot of income tax forms. I don't
like to have my name on a summons
or an arrest because 1 don't want the
people o be bad friends with me.
*“The wildlife told me that anyone
1 see breaking the rules to report
them right away to them or the
nearest RCMP. I don't like these
things because I get all kinds of bad
friends.” L]



}

Greenspond

Greenspond historical background

Looking at Gr a gray,
rocky and treeless island in
Bonavista Bay, it’s hard to believe
that anyone would name such an
island after a green pond. But in fact
it wasn't. According to history, it
was named after the first two set-
tlers, the Greens and the Ponds
Many of their descendants still live
on the island

Today, the community of
Greensporfd is a small neat,
clustered town built on the steep
cliffs of this wind blown island by the
same name. Greenspond was . the
center of all of eastern Newfoun-
dland’s fishery and sealing activi

In this article, Decks Awash will
explore a little of that magnificent
history

The first people settled on the
island during the closing years of the
17th century. In 1713 the Treal
Utrecht placed Greenspond within
the area called the *‘French Shore".
Eventually in 1783 the French Shore
was moved farther north, to what we
now know as Cape St. John near La
Scie.

According to historical
documents, the period from 1713 to
1728 were lean fish years and the

i i . but
then the fish returned in the 1730's
and more people arrived, some of
which were Irishimmigrants.

People continued to move to
Greenspond until the 1740's when
another shortage of fish occured.
This bleak period lasted until the
1760’s and during those 20 years the
settlers of Greenspond began to sail
a fair distance from the island in
search of fish. Some went as far as
Fogo Island. This perhaps can be
called the very beginning of the
migratory fishery which later made
Greenspond so famous.

By the late 1700's, Greenspond was
firmly established with a population
of close to 300. It had a visiting
Anglican minister and in 1784, a
magistrate was appointed. The
magistrate was William Kane, a
noted merchant who along with the
company of Slades provided sup-
plies to people up and down the
shore.

The 1800°s is sometimes referred
to as the golden era of Greenspond
as the island continued to grow and
prosper. A report written in 1807,
shows that there were 39 fishing
boats in Greenspond with a total of
215 men involved in the fishery and

60 shoremen. 11,000 quintals of fish
were made with 130 tons of oil
produced. The seal fishery which
had become important during the
late 1700's produced 18,000 seal pelts
that year.

In 1812, the governor of
armed Gr
against American privateers. The
local magistrate was given access to
rifles and two nine pound cannons
were placed on the island. No shot
was ever fired and the rifles were
eventually returned, but the cannons
can still be seen at the local war
memorial.

However, despite its progress and
growing importance. Greenspond
still had no churches, schools of
other public buildings untit-i816
when the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel appointed
a Mr, Walley as lay reader and
teacher, and a church was built. The
first school was finally built in 1830,

In 1838, there was a sure sign of
the development of foreign and local
trade, as the first collector of
customs for the area was appointed.

During the period from 1834 1o
1850, ships from Great Britain,
Spain, Portugal, ltaly, Greece,
North
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Greenspond.

America and Brazil called at
Greenspond. They brought salt,
wine, fruit, clothing and food items,
and took away salt fish, berries,
blubber, capelin, furs, oils, staves,
pickled salmon and whalebone. It
was an impressive list of exports.

In 1854, the balance of trade was
something to be envied today. Im-
ports totalled 8,639 pounds sterling,
while exports were valued at 23,996
pounds. The ratio was aimost three
toone.

Bul wealth was not achieved
without industrious hard work as
seen by the commercial actiyities
found at Greenspond at that time.
There were tinshops, forges, a co-
operating store, and a cobblers shop.

The population of Greenspond rose
steadily, from about 60 to in 1706 to
600 in 1810, to 750 in 1828, to 1,113 in
1854. In 1857, 16 vessels cleared from
Greenspond for the Labrador
fishery. In 1860 there were 27, while
1886 saw 165 ships. In 1890 there were
147 ships, and 1893 saw a fleet of 172
leave for the annual fishery off the
Labrador coast.

In addition to the lasting Labrador
fishery, there was also a vitally
important seal fishery. In 1860, 18
ships were involved in the hunt, with
an average crew of 15 to 20 men. By
1895, there were only nine ships, but

21

they were much larger, with crews
averaging 210 men.

There were many famous sealing
captains who helped put the island
on the map. Captain Darius Bland-
ford made the quickest trip to the
ice, returning to port with a large
vessel full after only nine days.
Captain Peter Carter made the
heaviest trip and the fame of the
Kean's is known to every
Newfounc.ander. The practice of
sailing for the ire from Greenspond
later died out, bu the men still went
to St. John's to obtain berths for the
seal fishery.

In 1854, the community was
almost totally Church of England
and was a rough place according to
a Weslyan minister who visited
there in 1866. He was shocked to find
5 public houses in the community,
and called it the “Sodom of the
North”. By 1801, however, the
Salvation Army and the Weslyans
had almost half of the population as
adherents to their faiths.

As was the case in many
Newfoundland communities,
Greenspond was plagued by
religious splits, which hurt the
ability of the people to work together
effectively. However, various
groups managed to spring up, such
as the Loyal Orange Society and thé

Burnette Lodge. Later the Orange
Young Britons emerged and in 1872,
the society of United Fishermen
made its appearance.

The second half of the 19th. cen-
tury saw a rapid decrease in foreign
trade, due in part perhaps to the
growth of St. John's as a com-
mercial centre. Greenspond then
became known as the capital of
Bonavista Bay and boasted a fine
courthouse, several churches and
many_ stores, Nonetheless, in 1901
the census showed the population
had increased to 1726 people.

But the heyday of Greenspond was
gone and the population began to
drop from its high 1726 to 462 in the
early 1970's (it's on the slow increase
now with 500 people recorded in
1976).

The development of a road net-

work throughout Newfoundland
probably rang the death kncll of
as a large

Gone was her role as a dlslﬂhulmn
centre, and the sea was no longer the
highway it had been from the
earliest days of settlement. The
gradual demise of the massive
Labrador fishery helped the process
of decline.

But the history of Greenspond
lingers on beuuse. after all,

is all about. Thmugh hard work and
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despite un iti com-  Sea, as well as their own greatest

from this rock off Newfoundland's
own rocky coast evolved a pattern of
living which worked well...the
people had created a balance of
trade and a balanced way of life that
made Greenspond one of the most

munities to ever exist. And it was
done despite ‘having no natural
resources on the island, no farm
land and no trees. But the people of
used to the i
their greatest natural resource, the

resource - their energy. And this
energy and industriousness has
brought forth generations of
Newfoundlanders who were known
as sea caplains, outstanding
fishermen, leaders, educators and’
politicians. L

Greenspond houses — lived in and abandoned.

The greening of Greenspond

The one thing that strikes you
about Greenspond, aside from its
magnificent houses, neat fences,
lovely old trees and well kept gar-
dens, is the fierce pride of its
residents towards the history of
Greenspond, People point Wwith pride
to the courthouse, the war
memorial, the fish plant and the
harbour. And they will be sure to tell
you of all the well-known people who
were born and raised on the island.

No wonder resettlement is an ugly
word to them. The people say how
could anyone think of resettling an
island with such a glorious past. It's
also understandable that a com-
munity which use to be 100 percent
Liberal is now about 50 per cent P.C.
and the mere mention of “Joey"
brings words of wrath from those
who feel he betrayed them with his
resettlement scheme.

But that's all past now and those
who talk so glowingly about their
past will point with equal pride to all
that is happening around them now.
They know the community is here to
stay or at least die its own natural
death.

The mayor, Stephen Mullins, is the
oldest mayor in Newfoundland, and
for that matter probably in Canada
t00. At 85 this former CN cook's
dedication and energy to Green-
spond goes unmatched. He talks
about the new underground water
system that is going in this summer,
and the council’s biggest concern —
the road across the island which

would mean only a five minute ferry
ride across Pond Tickle to the now
resettled community of Shamblers
Cove, Then it's a matter of putting a
road from the dirt high road down to
Shambler's Cove. But ‘“‘Uncle'
Steve as the mayor is known, doesn't
stop there. He doesn't want just a
shorter ferry ride, he wants a
causeway built across Pond Tickle.
And maybe, just maybe, if the road
to Wesleyville gets paved and
kold its own,
wise, the government will see its
way to putting in a causeway. But

Stephen Mullins, mayor of Green-
spon:

that's an awful lot of maybe's.

In the meantime the residents
must rely on the ferry which makes
three crossings a day from
Valleyfield. The ferry is capable of
taking cars, but generally doesn't
because the roads on Greenspond
are really too narrow for cars.

But no one complains about that.
Most people complain that the ferry
doesn't make the half hour crossing
often enough, at least in the sum-
mer, In the winter it's a different
matter, there aren’t as many
visitors and people aren’t as apt to
leave. But, points out Uncle Steve,
“‘if we had the road built across the
island and a ferry to Shamblers
Cove, we could go back and forth all
winter because Pond Tickle never
freezes up.”

Besides the poad to Pond Tickle,
Uncle Steve is pushing for Green-
spond to become a heritage village.
*“With so much history, it's a natural
setting,"" he says. And this writer is
inclined to agree. It would also
provide employment on the island
and perhaps hasten the paving of
that desolate Bonavista North road.

Greenspond has had a town
council since 1851 and Uncle Steve
had been mayor for 14 years. He
talks about the fact that the island
has had a fire engine for 10 years.
Electricity came to the island 11
years ago and the telephone came
several years ago. But like most
island communities, the telephone
system is

e
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deplorable, sometimes taking 20
minutes to get the operator. There's
an outdoor skating rink as well, and
a doctor and nurse from the nearby
Brookfield Hospital come over every
two weeks. In other words, this
island community has all the basic
services, but none of the frills. For
example the island has never gotten
aLIP grant. Sometime ago they
asked for $20,000 from LIP to build a
much needed new garbage dump,
but they were turned down.

Uncle Steve who knows everyone
for miles around feels that Green-
spond is making a comeback from
the scare of resettlement when they
lost 153 people. He points to a few
new bungalows that have been built
and the fact that many are working
and he mentions that the six
teachers all belong to the island,

At the time of this interview there
were four men working on the small
smoker plant, about 50 men fishing
and many painting in St. John’s or
working on the CN boats. Uncle
Steve claims that those who did
move under the resettlement
scheme were on able bodied relief
then, and are on it now. He also feels
that they didn't want to move, but
only moved for the money. *“Those
who stayed, just dug in their heels,”
he says.

Uncle Steve, who says he will
retire from council on his next birth-
day (but there are those who say
that he threatens that every year),
is not about to let BO

Boats, wood and fish nets are familiar sights on Greenspond.

Future of Greenspond

looking better

Gordon Janes is a very active
member of the community of
Greenspond. Not only is he one of the

under. And neither are its

on the North

Now all that remains to be seen
are whether the younger generation
feel the same way and whether there
is enough employment in the area to
keep people on theisland. g

Rural P A but
he is also a member of the town
council, the school building com-
mittee, the library board, the church
board and he runs a branch of the

Root cellars such as this one on Greenspond are still a familiar sight on
many islands.

local co-op store. In this interview he
talks about Greenspond’s future.

‘““The Bonavista North Develop-
ment Association meets the first
Thursday in every month in dif-
ferent communities. We have had
meetings in Valleyfield, Wesleyville,
New Town, Cape Freels and
Greenspond. We have a commitiee
which meets probably every week to
get things ready for the meeting
every month.

**One of our major projects was to
push for a smoker plant, using the
existing, but somewhat dilapidated
bait depot on Greenspond. The
Department of Rural Development
helped finance this with $40,000 and
the Department of Fisheries came
forth with $8,000, which was for the
supervising of the job.

“We might break even this year
which is our first year. We don't
have the right machinery and we a
waiting on a lot of things.

* “We have three men employed
and are taking another on tomorrow
We are smoking salmon, cod fillets,
capelin, a few herring and some cod
tongues. The cod fillets are the best
sellers. As fast as it is out, it is being
sold locally.

““When we put in for a smoker, we
put in for a cannery also, but we
were told to wait and see how the
smoker went and if it worked, a
cannery might be put in. It would be
used a lot for the lump fish roe which
is landed here.

““There are enough fishermen in the
area to support a smoker. | know one

e ki
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cod fish this week, which is worth
roughly $700 and another fellow
landed $290 worth this week. And
this is in a bad year, when there isn't
any fish. There are also younger
people going at the fishery here.

“‘Greenspond is the oldest com-
munity in Bonavista Bay. It was the
capital of Bonavista North. We have
put in under the Bonavista North
Development Association for this to
be a historic community

*‘Right now we are trying to get a
new High School. Last year they
formed a Building Committee for
the School Board and 1 was chosen to
be on that. It could probably be 3 or 4
years before we get this High School.
The schools are old and it is no sense
spending money on old schools. The
High School is over 50 years old. It
has four classrooms, a library, ‘an
office and a few bathrooms, The
elementary school which is newer
has two rooms, two bathrooms, and
two offices. All the teachers who are
here, belong to Greenspond.

““The last two years there were
about 30 or 40 bathroom systems put
in the community. There was a
period when people didn't want to do
anything, because they weren't sure
about what was going to happen, but
now we know Greenspond is going Lo
Say

There were no houses taken out,
but there were some taken down and
some were left vacant, but the ones
that were left vacant, people are
going back in them again. One man
left here and took 6 or 7 sons and 3
daughters with him to Burin. Five of
his sons recently moved back to
Greenspond.

“When people moved out, they
went to Burin, Glovertown and
Valleyfield. It seems that the people
who went down there were people
who were living on the government.
It seems as though the stronger
people stayed here. And a lot of
people came back.
which come here every two weeks,
but if there is an emergency, you
still get service. The ferry runs until
it freezes over and then the ski doos
go across to Badger's Quay. But we
had to get a helicopter for our freight
for two or three wecks last year and
the P! for

Gardens are still very much in
evidence on Greenspond.

One of the many bridges
Greenspond. This one leads

Gordon Janes' house.

Greenspond
gets a smokehouse

emergencies. In lhe winter time, we
are pretty much sealed off. Before
snowmobiles the people would walk.

“This used to be a big sealing
area, but this year the people didn't
do very well because we didn't get
much ice, Usually they sell their seal
to Greenspond Consumers co-op’s.

The Co-op started about 1927 or 28,
as a buyers club, They started with
$1,700 and now it has gone to
$170,000. She is still going strong.
The co-op has one branch which I
manage, There are also seven stores
and two restaurants.

““Greenspond isn't going to die." )

Gr bhas a new Industey, i
smokenouse. Although small. it
only employs 4 men, unows

managed properly, it could develop
into a promising busincss

The smokehouse is located in the
old bait depol which was built n
1946. The bait depot used to supply
the entire fishing area around
Greenspond, but hadn’t been used in
the last eight years and was in a
dilapidated condition. It was bought
up by the Greenspond co-operative
society several years ago in the
hopes that it might be useful some

ay.
For the past three or four years
the Bonavista North Development

Association has been working nara
to get a smoker on the Island whicn
would provide a badly necded smuall
industry for the ar The smoker
seemed a nutural for this com-
munity of 500 because of the Large
number of fishermen, o high
unemployment  rate, and the
availability of fish, particulurly
salmon.

The co-operative sociely operates
the smokehouse and the Bonavista
North Development  Association
looks after the administration, I'he
$40,000 the Association obtaincd
from the Department of Kural
Development went towards  the
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refurbishing of the buiding, such s
the installition ol the chilier and twa
freezing units, as well as the actual
smoker itsell

The four stafl am
bookkeeper und two cutivrs re
local people

The smokchouse  itackt
chafe, sawdust and stras i that
order and once i is put i the b
nace, the furnace > zood from b o
20 hours. Sulmun Likes abuut 8 hours
to smoke under this sy stem and cod
takes anywhere between |10 4
hours. The advantage ol the sniuher
is that the fish cun be frozen and
then come winter, they can be
smoked. Thus the smokehuouse cian
be kept going all year und, 1tus
year the initial operation started m
June, taking whatever fish was on
the go.

When interviewed in July, those
running the plant operation were
experiencing two dithiculties, I'hey
weren't getting all the nish they
needed and they didn’t have a
packaging materials

The plant wasn't xetting the Lish
because it was not around ind aise
the fishermen are under no
obligation to sell 1o the smukehouse
and are continuing 10 sell to the plant
in Valleyfield, with the exception ot
salmon, However, on the day this
writer visited the island, 2000 pounds

burns

Change Islands

Moving to

Change Islands is mude up of two
major islands and several smaller
ones. The two major islunds are now
connected by a causeway and the
tickle separating the islands s the
major thoroughfure for the com-
munity. Traps, punts, dories and
longliners can be seen regularly
motoring up and down the tickle and
mooring at wharves becuuse the
majority of houses are now
clustered on cither side of that
narrow body of water.

At one time people hved in ev
nook and cranny on both islands, as
well as on tiny Bishop's
People lived in Muin Tickle,
Cove, Haskel's Cove, Payne’s Cove,
Grafter's Cove and Codrocton, to
name just a few. But they began to
move out about 25 years ago. Some
went 1o the States and others went 1o
the mainland“As those on Chunge
Islands will say...they moyed not
because they wanted 1o, but because
they wanted to carn more money
and get a better education for thewr
children.

About

15 years ago when

of fish had been lunded which was o
MOSt encouraging sist
The other problem was the ab

sence of packuing miaterials aug
without t L none of the hish can be
shipped. Thus, the smuker wis
limited to selling all hish locally

Although the fish Was being sold, it
was not the intention ot the plant o
be set up purely to serve docal
markets However, once  this
problem is straightened out, the

Freshly smoked fish in the freezer at
Greenspond.

plant expects to  be  shippi
throughout Newtoundland and
mainland Canada. Alrcady orders
are beginning to rofl i from hotels
in Corner Brouk and >t John's

The smoked fish has been tested
and has proved to be ot exeellent
quality. Now, if all the httie detals
can be straightencd up dnd tirm
markets found, it looks as thoush
Greenspond may hidve a futur
Smoked fish is in hol demand o

and from Change Islands

Lewisporte began 10 become o

major centre and ‘Twillingate
started up the fish plant, another
group of people left, through the
resettlement program. In one peak
year during resettlement Change
Islands managed to gain 21 people
from Red Rod Cove, but then it lost
38 people to Lewisporte, Victoria
Cove and Twillingate.

For the young people, reset-
tlement wasn’t too bad, but us onc
older resident who has never moved

from Change Island says, “all

through Jeey's ime he wanted 1o pet
the people out of here. Their houses
would be taken from them and they
would have Lo go somewhere clse
and build another home and who
wants that when they are 50 years
old.”

However, not everyome moved
because they felt the community
was going to die. Sume moved
because it was essential 1o find a job
Take for example the man Who
worked at the fish plant on Chunge
Islands until it closed down W ye

The Tickle at Change Islands.
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