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fIsherIes Roundup
With this year's fishinR; season fa st

coming to an end, Deco A'Iuab
contacted several fishermen in
various parts of the Province to find
out how the season was. The ob­
jective of this article is to set a
"feel" of the season, rather than
assess the results of the season's
work in detail .

Widely scattered areas have
different fisheries. and diffcn'nl
problems. The eoncensus. however .
seems to be that this year 's fishl'ry
was relatively successful, with most
of the fishermen telling us th at they
were satisfied with the TE'SUItS of the
season's work. Typical of the
comments was the one made by Tom
Roberts, a fisherman from Littte
Bay Islands.

"we've had a good season around
here. We were not hampered by tee.
u we have been in the past. The
fishermen got a pretty early start ,
and both the longliners and the
fishermen have done pretty well ."

Mr . Rcbertsvfeelings' are echoed
by Art Wicks, a Badger-s Quay
fisherman. For most of the men in '
that area, it appears that 1976 was a
good year,

"It wee an exceptional year for us,
In that no ice came south of Capt"
Freels," said Mr . Wicks, who I
himself fishes from a 19 foot speed
boat equipped with a 20 hp outboard.
"In previous years, we have been

hampered by tee. which would come
in the spring and stay around until
June. The longliner fishermen had
an exceptionally good year, and the
cod fishery was extremely good, ,I
think they gave up the cod fishl'ry in
August, because thlly were going
after the herring. They have been
doing extremely well with the
herring, too. One week they landed
over 900 thousand pounds. A local
industry, Beothic Fish Processors .
has a market for the her'Hng."

Some areas. however, didn 't have
seasons as good a s those ex­
perienced elsewhere . In I..amaline ,
Walter Foote and his co-workers had
problems with some segments of the
fishery.

"The fishery this year was a little
bit spotty. There was a rather poor
cod fishery, but I don't think that it
was because there was no fish . 1
believe Lbat thl' fish were outside ,
and didn't come in . Ninety five
percent of what is landed in
l..amaline is cod. There is a bit of
nounder , but not too many . The cod
fishery did pick up considerably
after the capelin went out. This year
there has been an abundance of
squid, like there was when I was
young. This was a factor in getting
the fish."

Weather conditions posed some
problems for John Dumaresque,

who fishes from his home port of
Forteau ,l.abrador.

"The fishery was pretty good this
year. The worst thing about It,
though, was the bad weather. We
had a lot of wind, and that made it
pretty difficult to get out, since we
only fish from small boats. This year
there was a perfect fall fishery up to
about the middle of October, We
would have had a real good fall, but
we had all kinds of wind and storms.
It's ,thl' first season in three years
that there have boon any fish ."

Isaac Hewett "or Red Bay,
Labrador, said that fishermen there
had a relatively good year.

• "The herring fishery was good,
but the cod fishery was down from
other years. We were catching cod,
salmon, and herring. This year was
the first time we sold all the herring
fresh . and it worked out well . It gave
the fishermen a chance to have a lot
more herring when there was
herring to get."

In Port aux Choix, Joe Ploughman
reported that the area's diversified
fishC'ry enjoyed a reasonable season.

"This year hasn't been too bad.
We had a pretty good year fishing
for cod, flounder, shrimp, and red
fish. We don't fish lobster and
salmon. Early in the sprtng , when
we start flshino'::, there are about one
hundred boats fishing out of here. It
averages four men in a boat, so
there's about 400 men fishing here.
Later in the season, it tapers off to
about 40 or 50 boats."

Burin area fishermen enjoyed an



excellent sea son, according to Mr .
Wallace Hollett of that community .

"It was th e best fishery in thi s
area for six years. mainly be cause
there were plenty of fish . 1.ast ye ar
we ca ugh t 80 thousand pounds , and
this ye ar we had pretty clos e to 2tItJ
thousand pounds taken. "

On one point, nsnermen all ove r
the Province were in ag re e m e nt.
Selling the catch proved to be no
problem this year. Prices wer e
generally satisfactory , with th e
price of large cod being around the
12I,.'Jc mark. However, the most
common complaint concerned the
lack of needed fish handling
facilities.

"The biggest problem rectna
fishermen in the Burin area is a lack
of facilities," said Wallace Itoueu .
"We don't have a bait depot , or a
community stage or wharf to tie on
to. It seems like we're the only place
on the Burin Peninsula that isn 't
getting anything done. We need a
community stage and a bait depot,
but it seem s as if the fish plant is up
.g.instu.s ."

Docking problems atsc plagued
fishermen in the Badger's Qu ay ­
Valleyfield area, explained Art
Wicks.

" At the plant in Valleyfield, there
are at least 12 to I~ longliners, in
addition to 40 or 50 small bo at s . Th e
dock there is a rough pla ce when th e
wind comes in from the southwest .
'The fishermen were promised a
finger pter by the Department of
Fi sheries in 196~, but there has been
nothing cone about it yet. We have
no harbour ractnttes here and the
only harbour is in Brookfield, a mile
away . If they put in a breakwater
there, Brookfield would be a fairly
good harbour. But the answer for
Vallt'ytield, I think, is a finger pier .
We hope to get some action during
the late fall on this."

The presence of herring seiners in
the Uttle Bay Islands a re a is seen as
the biggest problem they ha ve right
now .

" The re a re three seiners in he r e
now : ' reported Mr. Roberts . " The r e
is a limit se t of five th ou s and metrtc

tons for this a rea. Th e ins hore
fishermen are ge tti ng m ad about it.
because it is m aking a lot of di f­
ference to the insh or e fis hery. Th en'
are days when those se iners go OU I

and take up to 180 metric to ns 01
herring. They' re dr tvmg a 101 01
herring around t he bay.

"You t ak e t he s itua tio n ou t around
the west coast. \'i here they used ttl
fish, there is hardly a he rring le ft to
catch . The seiners had to come ou t
here to get the herring. And th e thinJt
is that noone is doing a nythi ng a bo ut
it .

"You can phone the Dep artment
of Fisheries, and they will tell you
that it isn't going to make any dif­
ference. But we know the difference.
because we have experienced it .

"Right now it 's useless to go to
your nets, bec au se the seiners a r e
driving then;t aw ay . In ano ther th r ee
or four yea rs, it will be jus t lik e the
west coa st.. .th e re 'll be no herrin g
lefttocatch."

The cost of boa ts a nd gear in the
Lamaline area disturbed Wa lt e r
Foote.

" A dory a nd engine you could ge t
for a fe w hundreddoll ars a few years
a go is now co sti ng $2,000. The t r ap
skiff that was S900 to 11,000 then will
cost you $3,000 now. The cost of
engines and ge ar h as go ne sky hiJth,
and that 's bad . Th e fi s hin fl:per-iod in
Lamaline is on ly nve months , and
you can't m ak e eno ug h to do you for
twelve months a nd buy your fishing
gear for the next se a son . 1 think
something should he done by t he
go vernment to help the fishermen
outon this ."

In Red Bay, landing the catch
proves to be the hitch in i n other­
wise smooth system.

"We have difficul tie s with our
stage," reported Is a a c Howell,
" bec ause we have difficulties Ia n­
ding our catch . You don 't ha ve too
much room . Th e pla ce where we
ha ve to land is the spo t wh ere we
have the most wind in the s u m m e r.
Something s ho uld be do ne to tm ­
prove this, and there s hou ld be some
sort of ltttje s he lte r for wh e n you a re
landing your fi s h."

ART WICKS

In Porte-au. racnmes are f. h
good. but could use SOffit.' rm
prove m e nt s .

" T h(')' built a new extension on th
wh arf la s t )"f."ar," said John
Dum cr esqu e. "but that's all In

pretty bad s ha pe because it ...., S
dama ged in a couple of storms. It I

a wooden wh arf wi t h a concrete top
On the new pa r t , we eave no li~hts III

water as ye t, so we sti ll process our
fish on the old wharf. We just usottu­
outside wh a rf for tyi ng up the lllJats
Still, the Iacilnies here are pn'tl)
good ."

So tha t's a q uick glimpse of thl
fi s he ry for th is year. Fair catches.
good pr ice s , and the presence of
you ng m en in the boats once aeuru
were com mon experten ces shared
by mos t of th ose we contacted. But
th e p ro blems that bothered each are
as uni q ue, as the communu« from
wh ich the ind ividuals fish. •

Wallace Holle"

It was a straight 1011
F ishing ha s a lwa ys be en a c ha ncy .. It was one awful disaster. \\(' 10 t

way for a man to m ak e a living . In tw o s tores, with 116 gill nets. tl
addition to th e de pendency on th e salmon ne ts , 120 Itnes of trawl. 60
erratic s upply of fish , tho se wh o lines, and ~7 gill net s that were never
e arn their livin g fr om th e sea must out of the p ack a ge . Also SO balls 01
cope with d ama ge th e se a can cau se . twine , two piece s of hydr atic
Many fishermen will find a common equipm e nt worth 11,200 each,
link with Wallace Hallet of Burin , assorted gear th a t was worth about
who sustained severe sto r m damage $3,000 a nd two ou t board motors. We
this year on November 8. Many will won't ge t any com pe nsati on tor It.
also agree that gea r insurance for It' s ju st a at reig bt loss . We couldn' t
storm dama ge is a necessit y on an ge t in su rance on our Rear because
individual basis. we cou ldn't a fford to put it on

" On Nov ember, we lost an ywhere " The re wasn' t that much lost In

from 70 to 80 thous and dolla rs worWi th e Burin area, but down around
of equipment," laments Mr . Hollett. RE'<! Ha r bo ur , Rushoon and a tc
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other places.lhey had. si m ila r loss .
but not as great.

" We lost evuythi ng. We won' t be
able to go (lshing next yeu. no sir.
no t unless we get so me he lp. The
only thing we could go at is the
lobster. We don' t have a thi nK to put
in the water.

"The stages, with a ll the gear. just
washed away. We had very hil(h
seas. I've never seen it so bad
before. But our boat, a 41 foot Cape
Islander, didn't lei hurt. so we'll be
doing a little work on her this wlnt e r,
U's too earty to tell if we'll be gellintt
the assistance we need to get back
fishing this coming year. but we arE'

hoping to gel some."
Since that time. Mr . HolI('U has

mel wit h Wa lt e r Ca r ter . the
Provincial Minister of F is he r ies .
who pro m ised to co ntact him in 3 to.
days. Up to press time, so me IOd a ys
later . Mr . Hollett had received no
word on possib le assistance fro m
Mr. Carter. •
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Farming Roundup

While it seems that Newfoundland
fishermen generally enjoyed a good
season, farmers around the Island
weren't as happy with the result of
their year's work . A dry summer
and an early frost affected cr ops in
most areas. and produced less than
a bumper barvest.

While the leason 's results varied
for the farmers and the fishermen .
both were agreed on one point.. .th e
need for better facilities . Vegetable
storage facilities were in short
supply In many areas. and most
farmers said they felt storage
facilities would be the largest slnglf"
thing that could be done to aid thc
fledgling farming Industry .
Government assistance In
marketlnl came a dose second .

Sandy Rideout . a Cormack far­
mer, says tbat he and other farmers
in his area had a poor season
over au, with crops down 40to~ ..
the result of an August 11th. frolt .
The frost destroyed a major portion
of the potato crop and crop In­
lurance will absorb only about 25,
of the lOIS.

CartY-YUle farmers had fro st
trouble, too. E . Gordon Legge
reporn that potato losses ran about

25%. due to a heavy frost in mid
August. The 30 to 40 members of the
area agricultural society were also
hampered this year by a very dry
se ason.

Don Batstone, the Development
Co-ordinator for the Green Bay
Economi c Development
Association . sa ys that farmers in his
area generally had a good. season.
a lthoug b a luk of rain at the st art
and end of the season slowed things
up considerably . Potatoes , In par­
ticular, were affected , as they were
In most partl of the Province.

In the Lethbridge area, farmer
Ray Humby reports that fie, and
Indeed most of the farmers, enjoyed
a good season . A dry Iprlnl did not
help, but good weather for Irowlng
during the balance of the leason
made for a successful year. A mid
August frost did little harm , but
hard frost during the harvest did
destroy S% to 10Cll) of the potato and
turnip crop. Mr . Humby , who has
been a full-time farmE'f' for nineteen
years, work l his 268 acre farm in
pannershlp With bl lson .

Most of the farmers we spoke with
said that the crop. were some what

smaller thiS year than last. with the
largest drop being in the potato
sector. All. however. felt that far­
ming in their respective areas was
growing.

One trend noticed was a small
scale attempt to diversify crops.
Don Batstone in the Green Bay area
reported that a few rarmers in his
section of the Province were ex­
perimenting with non-traditional
crops, such as broccoli. He reported
that it grew well and noted that there
was a growing demand for truly
fresh vegetables of this type. Sandy
Rideout, a Cormack producer, said
that there had been one berry
operation in his nelghborhocd, and
mentioned that one person was
growing a few strawberries. Given
tne poor quaUl'1 v: ....... i. "I ... :. fresh
vegetables and fruit received from
the mainland market. this trend
may well be a coming thing.

All farmers contacted agreed on
one point. One of the problems
hampering development of the In­
dustry in Newfoundland Is the high
capital Investment needed for a
young man to enter the field on a
competitive basis. Soaring ecsts for
equipment, fertilizer and land
clearing mean that any person
trying to break Into the field need. a
lot of money . And people with that
mucb money to Invest might well
look elsewhere lor an Investment
leu dependent on 10 many
variable• .

Price. seemed to fluctuate
throughout the Island, with people
variously reporting small advances
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or losses over the season before .
Some expressed resentment over
the "dumping" of mainland
produce, and also laid that. glut
was created by the part time far­
men rushing to SE'IIduring the fall
months.

These part·time raemers. for the
most part. are short on-the-farm
storage for their erops. and so must
sell qul~kly in the fall . This can drive
market prtces down. All the men we
spoke with bad adequate on-the­
fum storage, but all felt that two
things would be needed to stabilize
the market situation. One would be
the further development of storage
facilities and the other Is the im­
plementation of an effective
marketing board.

In a press release dated Sep­
tember 29th. the Hon . Joe Rousseau,
then Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture. said the Agricultural
Products Marketing Board had
taken the first steps towud the
establishment of su~h a board . In
response to requests from a number
of farmers for an orderly marketing
system, Mr . Rousseau is acting on
two concrete recommendations put
forth by provincial farmers.

The nrst. lbat the Agricultural
Products Marketing Board, be
reestablished, has been done
already . The seecnd. that all
vegetable producers in the Prevtnee
be registered, is currently being
earned out by Department per-

sonnel. The staff of the Department
is also carrying out a registration
which will provide information as to
the amount of potatoes, turnips, and
cabbages produced, the number of
BerM under cultivation and the cash
value of the crops .

One farmer . however. pointed out
that any marketing board, to be
effective, must cootrollhe activities
of the part-time farmers as ....eU.

From the comments of tncse we
spote with, it seems that farming
wtll continue to grow . and should
become a more vital factor in the
provindal economy. Considering the
fad that we now import the bulk of
our needs. there is a definite need for
orderly growth and expansion. •

,--_IJlC -regulationschanged

Rf"('f!nt changes ;n UIC regulations will help equalize benefil3 paid rIlis plant
work,.rand rile fisherman who catches the raw material rile plant nf'ecb. I

L

Following years of pressure from
fishermen and other people con­
nected with the fishing industry,
recent changes in the Unem­
ployment Insurance setup will give
Newfoundland fishermen a longer
benefit period than they were en ­
titled to in the past.

Under the new regulations ,
fishermen can now make their
claims November ret . Instead of
December 1st . This year the UIC '
offices throughout the Province
accepted applications for benefits
for self-employed Itshermen during
the middle of October. These claims
were dated November rst ., so that
the compulsory two weeks waiting
period was served during the first
two weeks of November instead of

the first two weeks of December as
was the case in previous yeara . The
benefit period will still end May
15th., as it has in the past.

The big changes, however, apply
to the number of weeks for which
fishermen are entitled to benefits.
Under the old plan, fishermen could
draw benefits for only five sixths of
the number of weeks of insured
earnings. For example, a nsnermen
with eight weeks of insured ear­
nings, would be entitled to only
seven weeks ' be nefit s , while his
neighbor who worked in a fish plant
could draw up to 44 weeks of benefits
with the same insured earetnas.

The new regulations will alleviate
this inequality to some extent.

Fishermen will now be entitled to a
prolonged period of benefits, due to
the In~lusion of a period of extended
benefits based on the regional
unemployment rate.

The maximum extension per­
mitted by the application of this
fa~tor Is eighteen weeks, and as
Newfoundland consistently has the
highest unemployment rate of any
Canadian province, it is safe to
assume that all those covered by the
UIC program in this Provincewill be
able to qualify for the full period.

This extended period will be added
to the previous period of five sixths
of the number of Insured weeks. For
a fishermen with eight weeks in­
sured earnings, this would mean
that he will be eligible for 18 more
weeks (total 2Sl providing the
unemployment rate remains high.

The fishermen must comply with
the normal requirements of
eligibility for benefits during the
period he receives UIC benefits.
Simply stated. they are that he must
be unemployed , willing and
available for work, and unable to
obtain suitable work.

If you should require further in ­
formation about the changes in the
UIC program. contact the UIC
centre nearest you. Offices exist in
St . John's , Marystown, Gander,
Grand Fllils and Comer Brook . An
Unemployment Insurance in­
formation officer is attached to the
Canada Manpower office in
Stephenville, and any of the offices
will be happy to answer any
questions you may have.
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The trappers
of western Lake Melville

BY SUSAN SHERK

'I'r appmg rather than fishln/!!: was
the way of life of the early residents
of western Lake Melville. Labrador.

Most of the trappers aretvcc
between the 1830's and 187u's from
Scotland and England. They came to
Labrador as servants for the Hudson
Bay Com pan)' or other fur com­
panies. liked the life and when their
contract ended with the fur com­
panies. they started furring on merr
own. Today people with the names of
Michelin. Blake. Montaftul'. Baikie,
Chaulk, Groves, MacLean. Camp­
bell. Goudie. Best and White are all
descendants of the original trappers.

These original trappers usu atly
settled along small rivers or biRhls.
Many Iished. tr-apped. went sealing
and farmed from their trent door.
although some would tr-avel "down
the bay" to the narrows near RiRoh't
for the cod and salmon in summer.
Howe ve r , as families gr-ew and
multiplied. they spread out over
western Lake Melvillt, in order not
to exhaust the fur areas near the

brooks and shores.
By the 1900's, all good fur areas

around Lake Ml'lvilic were either
exhausted or taken and trappers
began 10 travel furthcr into the in­

terior up Hamilton River- and Grand
Lake. Most would leave on a Monday
and trap until Saturday. But some
were walking 300 miles 10 tfw
plentiful fur area known as rno
"heij(ht of the land" located bevond
Churchill Falls.

Travelling so far for fur meant
separation of man from his ramil)
and the eventual arc.. th of SI't
uements as .. tves and chlldn'n
banded together to help one anomer
out durmg the lon.g, toney ....Inter-s

In the days ....hen isolated taminos
trapped in their immediate area. the
sons would learn how to Irap from
their father and eventually scttte
elsewhere and develop a new
trapping ground. The youngest son
generally remained home, eared for
his parents and worked the fathl'f's
tr apline when he became 100 old.
The daughters cured the skins, did

the cooking and sewing, tended the
gardens and sometimes looked after
the traphnes.

Around the turn of the century a
few trappers would go away in
October for several months at a
time. trapping on the Naskaupi o r
Red wtne River, but it was the
"height of the land" trappers who
started t he ear-liest, generally
around September 10. V. Tanner
wrote in 1944 that the Grand River
(now Hamilton River) trappers,
perhaps the hardiest and most
romantic, left in groups travelling
fast from early morning until late at
night, stopping only on a Sunday to
repair equipment and pay their
respects to the lord. Tough as their
life was, they looked upon it as a
challenge and almost as a game.
They were virile men who tested
each other on these long journeys.
Who was the strongest.c. who ha d t he
most endurance. It was all part of
the g ame.

Some men reached their tra pp ing
grounds within a few days. Ot hers
walked a month or mor e to re ach

John Michelin, famous North,,'est
R i ver trapper, and his daughler,
J oy ce.

Stewart Mieheiin, anmher well
known Northwest River trappe r.
holding two of his prize fox furs.
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their grounds. Once a trapper
reached his spot , he would repair his
tilt (a small 10K cabin with a door
half a s large as a man and generally
without windows ) from the summer
damages and install his iron or tin
oblong stov e . He would set out 2 or 3
short traplines which could be
covered in a d ay . But his main
trapline took a week to cover and he
had 2 or 3 small tilts a day 's distance
apart in which he stayed while on the
main tr-apline.

Although a Labrador man alw ays
trapped alone, the end of each
trapline was the beginning of
scmeone's els e 's , so that trappers
occ a sionally met. Thus messages
could be transferred from trapper to
trapper all the wa y down to the
mouth of Grand Rin·r.

It has been sa id that during the
1920' s a nd 30's an occasional out­
sider who was working someone's
trapline for 2/3's of the animals
caught would ha ve a battery
operated radio tr-ansmitter which
connected with tht' setuemem from
which most of the trappers came,
Northwest River.

With the corning of Rev . Lester
Burry in 1930's, a regular short wave
system was set up between Nor,
mwest River and the trappers on the
Grand Rivcr. Before such a system
was developed , the wives often spent
5 months alone with no word from
their husbands.

A trapper's day began at 4 o'clock
in the mornin~ and ended at dusk.
All day he sought and cleared his
traps, carrying a sack for the g a me
and bait. when finally he reached
his hut in rho evcnme. he had to
make a fire, skin his furs· mink,
otter, beaver, fox and bear - chop his
wood, eat and bake bread for the
next day. It was sometimes mid­
night before he could fall into his
homemade bt.·d.

Despite the tough cold conditions,
few trappers died. They knew the
woods. It was their home. They
knew its ways and treated it with
respect. From the time they could
hold a gun, they had learned to shoot
and trap. This was true as well for
the women back home who had their
own trapUne a ro und the house and
kept the family regularly supplied
with partridge and other game while
the men were gone .

Although isolated for months at a
time. the trappers were never still.
They were constantly cleaning,
cooking and repairing. And the few
spare moments they took on a
Sunday were spent in reading and
writing in diaries. They were
not illiterate. The original trappers
from England and Scotland had
learned to read when young and had
passed their learning down through
the years.

When food besan to run out , often
because it had been given to star-

ving Indians, the Gr and tuvcr
trappers begin their journey home .
But instead of canoeing and por­
taging sever-al hundred miles, they
would walk with their furs lea ving
their canoes behind until the sprmg
journey.

From December 20 until January
10, they would begm arr-ivin g back at
their homes. They would always
stop at the first hou se they ca me to
on the river. Carl Hope 's at Muskrat
Falls. and get the news and a bit of
food .

Unfortunately , it was at this time
of year when the fur was at its best ,
dark with lon g guard hairs, but
without flour and tea , they could not
survive. And while the fur was more
plentiful up Grand River, those who
trapped nearer their homes wert' at
a definite advantage during these
periods because thcy could keep on
trapping the best fur .

During the e arly part of January,
a three-day holiday was always held
in the main settlement, Northwest
River. All trappers att e nded, but
then from January 20 until February
10. the trappers started onc e again
for their fur grounds . This time with
a sled. They stayed at their traplines
until the end of March when the fur
became discoloured by the sun and
was of little value.

After putting the tilt in order in the
spring, the trappers would again
make the long trip homeward down
the Grand River with their canoes.
They would arrive home just in time
for seal hunting which took place
from April until June. Harpooning
was the prevelent method, although
a few used shot guns hoping the seal
would not sink before it was picked
up. lee fishing and wood chopping
occupied the remainder of the time.

Come "break up" a large number
of families rowed or sailcd to the
Rigelet area for salmon and cod.
Those who remained at their houses
in the middle of Lake Melvillc or at
Northwest River, planted gardens of
cabbage, potato and turnips.

During september and October.
the families who had been fishing
near Rigolet worked their way back
up Lake Melville, sometimes
camping out for several weeks on
islands or on the shore while waiting
for the gusty autumn winds to
subside. But even this time was not
idly spent. Fall was duck season,
smelt season and berry picking time
and berry picking was looked upon
as a vacation . Windstranded
families would spent days in the
warm autumn sunshine picking 20
barrels of partridge berries each
which would last them the winter
and provide their only source of
vitaminC.

Those families who had remained
stationary in Northwest River or
Mud Lake had already seen their
husbands and fathers off to Grand

River, and they were now actively
collecting their winter supply of
berries around their home.

There ....ere a few stationary
families who were totally self suf·
ficient. Fred Rich of Butter and
Snow near Northwest River claimed
many miles of the shoreline around
his home for his trapline. The land
was nat " nd he had several acres
under cultivation. He also had cows
and several chickens, not to mention
a saw mill for boat building. The
best sealing grounds were just of(
his shore line.

Malcolm McLean at Kenemish on
the south side of Lake Melville was a
similar sort of man. With 22 children
to help him run his saw mill: take
care of cows. chickens and sheep:
till his land for vegetables and run
the many miles of traplines near the
Mealy Mountains, he and his family
never starved despite the many
mouths to feed.

These then were the trappers of
Western Late Melville. Hardy,
industrious and fearless, they did
what they had to in order to make a
self sufficient living from a cold
country - (next lAue - individual
trappen and their families.> •

5000 names
mean a lot

It seems an accepted fact of life in
Newfoundland that you can't fight
"City Hall" and win. One group,
however, the Salmonier Wilderness
Association, appears to be on the
verge of winning a long batlle to
protect what is perhaps the las t
remaining wilderness area on the
Avalon Peninsula. In doing so, they
have forced changes in the plans of
Newfoundland Fiberply and
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro.

Government has reversed its
stand on the question of "develop­
ment" in the area. The methods
used to obtain these changes hold
valuable lessons for all Newtoun­
dlandcrs who are concerned about
the increasing encroachment being
made on the few remaining
wilderness areas tett in the
Province.

The battle developed as the result
of tenders being called for the
construction of a forest access road
running from the Foxmarsh area
behind Mahers to link eventually
with a road in Colinet Pond. The
Colinet Pond Road would have
linked up with the Markland Road.

On April 16th.. 1975. an ad ap­
peared in the Evening Telegram,
pointing out the problems associated
with the building of roads in
previously undisturbed areas.
Headed "Conservationists", the ad
stressed the fact that the area was
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They did not oppose the traditional
uses of the area, where residents of
the communities have long fished.
hunted and cut wood for the small
sawmill operations scattered
throughout the vicinity.

At the present time. the group Is
helping prepare legislation which
wUl offer the wilderness permanent
protection from the pressures of
modem society. What will even­
tually happen to the wilderness uea
remains uncertain. The group says
they have received good co­
operation from Government to date,
but express some concern with the
eeeenr appointment of Ed Maynard
to the portfolio of Minister of
Forestry and Agriculture, as they
feel he is less sympathetic to their
cause than his predecessors, Joe
Rousseau and Harold Colll~s.

However. it's unlikely that any
development of a harmful nature
will go ahead In the area for the
foreseeable future. A 5000-name
petition puts considerable political
pressure on a government. and It's
unlikely that Government will now
renege on their word.

So It seems the area will be
preserved. and that proves one
thing; if enough concerned citizens
make their feelings known, and do
their homework, they can affect
government decisions which intrude
on their lives. but it takes effort and
organization. •

ERCO

won. Government had In principle
admitted. that the area should be
preserved. and that further study
was needed before any development
was permitted to take place.

In August, 1975. those who had
opposed the original access roads
were shocked to discover plans for
yet another encroachment on the
area . Survey lines were being cut in
the Markland area, and further
digging revealed the fact that
Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro
planned to place a transmission line
across the area. This would
necessitate the cutting of a ~foot­
wide right of way through the
wilderness country. and this would
bave made the area 's moose
population extremely accessible to
poaching hunters. In addition. any
slash through the country would
disrupt the pattern of wildlife In the
area. Again the opposition grew
quickly and Newfoundland and
Labrador Hydro quickly tucked in
their horns and rerouted the line .

In December. 1975, the various
groups which had opposed both
plans to penetrate the area formed
the Salmonier Wilderness Protec­
tion Association, with the founding
meeting being held at the Parish
Hall at Colinet. Aimed at developing
a master plan for the protection and
preservation of the wilderness area,
the group drew heavily on the
communities in the immediate
vicinity for much of their support.

Company officials admit that the
Long Harbour operation was a
"problem plant" during its first few
years of operation . Technical
headaches in getting the plant off the
ground set the stage for a series of
disasters. the most noted of which
was the Infamous case of the "red
herring". Phosphorus spills from a
settling pond overflowed into the
waters of Placentia Bay . and dead
f'uh began to tum up: the story at­
tracted national attention.

Pollution of both air and water has
been brought under control. While
there is evidence of vegetation
damage near the plant, one notes on
closer examination that health)'

The leopard
changes its spots

Have you noticed lately that the undergrowth is coming back, the
ERCO phosphorus plant at Long result of a more thorough cleaning of
Harbour has disappeared from the stack effluents before discharged
news? There's a saying to the effect into the atmosphere . No
that no news is good news and that phosphorous appears to be finding
seemstobethecasewithERCO. IU way Into the bay. and the com­

pany is still seeking further Im­
prove menta in these areas.

The atmosphere of labor relations
at ERCO has also changed. Once a
hotbed of union management an­
tagonism. the new look emphasizes
co-operation. Instead of con­
frontation -. An infiux of Newfoun­
dlanders at the middle management
level has helped this process occur.

The Company's. safety record was
nothing to boast about either. The
Incidence of industrial accidents
was high. and there was at least one
fatal accident. Eventually, an in­
dustrial inquiry was held into health
and safety conditions at the plant
and there bas been a starUing im­
provement In several areas In the

one of the prtme moose hunting
areas on lhe island and offered the
only remaining wilderness area
suitable for recreational use on the
Avalon Peninsula . It stated that the
roads. once buill . could not be
erased or closed and would lead to
the destruction of the environment.
It urged people to sign a petition
opposing the building of the forest
access roads.

The revaluation of the plans to
"develop" the uea apparently
struck a raw nerve in the public
consciousness . A spate of letters
demanding the preservation of the
area for wildlife and recreational
usage started to appear in the loul
papers. Most letters stressed the
fact that the Salmonier Wilderness
area was the last unspoiled area left
on the Avalon and urged the
Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture to cancel the plans for
the building of roads.

Some correspondenu pointed out
the damage the H:ology of the area
would suffer and others stressed the
inevitable effect of further opening
the wildlife rich areas to the
metorteed public... garbage dumps,
poaching, and noise which would kill
the wildlife left . And almost all
stressed the fact that the Salmonier
Wilderness area was only about 50
miles from St. John's, offering the
perfect wilderness recreational area
virtually on the doorstep of the city.

The Evening Telegram offered
editorial support to the growing
wave of protest in their April 19th.
editorial. "We suggest that the
government, especially the
Department concerned. should
mark time on this, and take another
good look before they authorize
these access roads with all that they
will bring In their wake," scolded
the Telegram. The continuing
stream of news stories, letters to the
editor, and editorials made certain
that the protest concerning the
despoliation of the area would not be
permitted to die down quickly.

The petition. meanwhile, con­
tinued to circulate, and the
organizers eventually collected over
5000 names. While these names were
being gathered, work on the aeeess
roads was stopped. The petition was
presented to the Legislature on April
23rd, 1975 and it is believed to be the
largest petition ever presented to
government in thIS Province.

The then Minister of Forestry and
Agriculture, Harold Collins , an­
nounced a one-year discontinuation
of the project. He expressed hope at
the time that the stoppage of work
might be "forever". The organizers
of the petition are quick to point out
that they received excellent co­
operation from Mr . Collins.

So. at this point in time, those who
opposfl1 the acceu roads appear to
Uve the battle under control, it not
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"If it takes a shift this year like it did last year. it 's goodbye wharf."

Castor River South

Castor River South is a picturesque fishing community located 28
miles north of Port au Choix on the Great Northern Peninsula.
There are 27 families with a population of 149 persons in this com­
munity. All but three persons are connected with the fishery.

Through their own initiative and with the help of government
monies (LIP), members of this community during the past three
years have constructed an L shaped wharf 440 feet long whi ch
makes a harbour for the boats .

There is a long beach at Castor River South and when the tide is
low th er e is only 10 inches of water at the 300 foot mark. Th us, th er e
is a need for an extra long wharf so that the longliners used in the
fishery can dock at any tide.

The peop le of the community also built their community stage by
cutting the l um ber , saw ing it in their sawmill and const r ucting the
stage th r ough aid of a LIP grant. This year 500,000 pounds of
herring was processed at the community stage as wel l as 30,000
pou nds of lobster and 12,000pounds of salmon. These deve l opme n ts
have meant considerable prosperity to the people of the communit y
and neighbouring communities.

The payroll at the plant was in the neighbourhood of $30,000.
Women from Castor River South, Reefs Harbour, Shoal Cove and
Ferol worked at the stage pickling herring. They had sufficien t
employment this year in order to get their unemployment insurance
stamps.

The wharf facilities are essential to the fishery in Castor Ri ver
.South. When the "L" was put on the wharf, it was constructed in th e
wintertime through an LIP a grant. It was necessary to cu t through
from four to five feet of ice in order to drive the piles for the wha rf.
The wharf is on a mud bottom and money was not available to drive
the piles deep. The ground was frozen over so that it was impossible
to get enough ballast and the end of the wharf shifted when the ice
went out last year. It is dividing and shifting in heavy seas ' and
without remedial assistance it will be broken up in the spring.

What happens if the wharf goes'! If the "L" on the end of the wharf
goes, the shelter for the boats goes also. This would mean th e
Dshermen would not be able to dock at all tides and some of the
longliners would not be able to dock at all. but would have to unload
their catches eight to ten miles away and truck their fish to market,

What does the "L" on the wharf mean in dollars and cents'! It
means in excessofll20,OOOdoliars a year to this community. an d no
one being on welfare. •

Fis1ting ended on November 19 and on the 21 the fishermen started
a Fisheries College Course on Nets and Gear in their community
stage. The outlook is bright for the community proViding somethhlg
is done to stabilize the wharf. •

It's a matter
of a wharf .. . by Mary Alton Mackey

throughout the operation leads the
union to take a sensible attitude
towards existing problems which
art' being handled. The old ad­
versary positions have been
abandoned, in favor of a co­
operative approach. The two sides
work as a team. and representatives
of both union and management say
that labor relations at Long Harbour
have never been better. •

The men at ERCO have split the
award between the Newfoundland
Association for the Mentally
Retarded and the Newfoundland
Society for the Care of Crippled
Children and Adults.

Problems do still exist at ERCO.
The pellet plant suffers from high
dust levels, but the Company is
doing its best to resolve this
problem. The goodwill generated

Intervening years. From a high or 28
industrial lost time accidents in 1974,
the operation last year reported just
three lost time accidents.

ERCO became concerned with
safely problems in the plant some
years ago. and they started looking
around for a good safety program
for their employees. They had heard
good things about the St. John
Ambulance Multi Media First Aid
course. and 350 of their 500 em­
pl oyee s have now done the course.
Dan Corbell of the Personnel
Department at Long Harbour at­
tributes SO per cent of the drop in
los t· ti m e eeetdents to the awareness
created by this program. The cost to
the Company to date has been about
$15.000, but ERCO feels that it's
money wen spent.

The remaining SO per cent of the
startling drop is the result of a
change of altitudes about safety.
"When )'01.1 affect attitudes. )'01.1
affect behavior". sa)'s Mr. Corbett.
And it·s' the 'change in attitudes
a round ERCO that's noticeable.

One of the major advances has
be e n the establishment of joint
eo m mtnees. consisting of six or
ei ght people representing both union
a nd management. 'these com­
m itt ees h ave far reaching duties.
de aling with an)' factor that affects
th e sa fety of the workplace. Any
m em be r has the power to write a
sa fe t)' order. Thl' committees meet
on ce eac h m on th

Under the committee system,
work er s get a feelin g of pa r ­
tic ipa ti on in safety matters. The
committee will lnvesttgate all
com plaints. a nd all injuries are
investigated as a mailer of course.
T he Company also Insists that all
ne ar lost-ti me accidents be checked
out. Any complaints will be con­
s ide red and acted upon as quickly as
po ss ibl e . Some solutions may take
lon ger than othf'rs, but workers
k no w thet something will be done,
a nd that's good for morale.

In-pl ant safety makes sense. No
worker wants to be hurt on the job
a nd the management of the plant
loses time and money each time an
accident occurs. Safety Is cheaper,
al well as better, In the lona run.

AI thills being written. the ERCO
ope ration at Long Harbour has
operat@d for 510, 782 man hours
without a loes-ume accident. That
reecee II good enough to win the
emplo)'ee l the I~.G. I..1l1ico Trophy.
sy mbolic of the plant within the

;uR;~rf:~~~nt=~~r~a;lt~:U:~nfo~~~
time accident. The trophy carries
wi th It a $1,500.00 award. to be put to
whatever use the employees decide.



11
DICK.a.a.

1tu fr
. ~

~ [p7f!/f/qnql§iiii7:

How good are wind cllargers '1

Randy Lieb of Woody Island, PlaNmUa Bay. uses a wind charger to provide
electricity lor his stone house which he built himself.

By RANDY lJEB
WOODY ISLAND

The wind-operated 12 volt
generalor that I bought this past
summer was manufactured by the
WlNCHARGER (lhat is the right
spelling ) Company of Sioux City.
Ind ia na . U.S.A . The distributer in
Canada Is the PRINCESS
MACH INERY Co . of Winnipeg who
send their mail order catalogues all
across the country . I paid about
$500.00 for the wind-charger because
8S a iarmer I was given a discount ;
the pr-ice to non-farmers would be
around $650.00.

In t he catatogue of the PRINCESS
MACHINERY Co.• the charger is
advertised as delivering up to 180
watts per hour. and it was this
figure more than anything else
which made me decide to buy "the
charger. It was only when it arrived
here and I looked through the
manual that I learned that for good
results the charger should be located
FIFTEEN FEET ABOVE ANY
OBSTRUCTION WITHIN 450 FEET.
On the other hand. the charger
cannot be placed more than a
hundred feet from the building
where the power tI used and needs
heavy expensive copper wire to be
effective at that range.

In a hilly country such as
Newfoundland, it m ay often not be
possible to have the charger fifteen
feet higher than any tree, house, or
ground within 450 feet, a nd yet have
it close to the house. I installed my
charger on the roof of a store (shed )
approximately fifty feet from my
house where the power Is used. The
peak of the house Is about five feet
higher than the charger. and the hitt
behind the house is about a hundred
feet highe r thaD the charger at a

distance of 450 feel. Under these
circumstances. the charger per­
forms a lot better than 1 had ex ­
pected.

(The charger comes with a ten
foot tower which consists of two five
foot sections. I used only one secuon
because I found it too difficult to
level out the ten foot tower, and
because I was afraid that the ten foot
tower woul d shake and tear much
more on t he roo f of the store In rough
winds th a n just one section.)

On the m ainla nd where the winds

are more study, and fifteen feet
above any obstruction, the charger
may produce power at a fairly
constant rate. In Newfoundland 's
gusty winds. at my location, the
charge fluctuates constantly. The
highest charge that I could see on
the amp-meter which comes with
the generator was about 120 watts.
The charger produces a bit of power
even in very light breezes. but even
in quite strong winds it goes only in
occasional spurts over 50 watts. The
way I figured it out , with a good
storage battery one can count safely



The wind charg€"r js Jocatedon a wooden snea. jOfN'1 from the house.

new one myself out of a strip of :a.-.
inch plywood, using an axe and a
small wood plane. Much to my
surprise, the home-made propeller
runs smoother and produces a bit
more power than the factory-made
one, and came through the biM: storm
of November 9th without any
damage. •

cup of tea or something stronger, in
tne warm living room,

(I Installed only one double outlet.
in the living room. so as not to be
tempted to use too much power.'

Incidentally. during that big storm
at the end of October in which those
thirteen poor Dutch sailors were
los t . the propeller of the .charger
came ap,art in small pieces. (made a
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on a supply of about J.5() wans each
day the year round.

350 watts a day means that 00('
can use two 2S waUlamps or om' SO
walt lamp dur-ing the evening
hours, and with some economy one
can watch a few favorite programs a
week on a small portable television
set which operates on 12 vcus This
is about all. It also must be con­
sidered that older roofs have to be
strenatbened if the charger is to be
Installed on them and that a good
storage battery which nowadays
would sell for well over a hundred
dollars is essential. And if the
charger is installed more than a row
n-etfrom where the power is used,
the cost or heavy Insulated copper
wtrtng must also be constdored.

AnYOn!' who has access to reeurar
115 volt Newfoundland Hydro power
wo Id probably be much better off
b • 311m,i!; himself of that service.
o he ether hand, persons who live
too tar from power ttnes to be hooked
up. or who want to be independent.
WIll probabl)' find that the charger is
worth the expense and trouble of
tnstamna. I lived for more than four
yean With candle light and that of
kerosene lamps. I still like to eat
supper by candle light. but
especially during the long winter
OItthts electric light for readinl( and
wrtttng, or mending and similar
tasks, IS much easier on the eyes.
And while I do.in general, not care
much for TV: it is a welcome
distraction and entertainment to be
abll' on a stormy miserable day to
watch a ravortte progr-am. with a

Wooden Toy••
One in the eye for iunk mongers'

by Chris Finla7&o11
Toymaker

The season being what it IS. many
of us are nipping through the "Wish
Book" looking for something to
tickle our children's fancy on that
special morning. To be sure there is
no shortage of bright. shiny do-dads.
....idgets and gillhickies; no shortage
of briJCht. shiny price tags either.

All those toys look beautiful in the
catalogue and some of them don't
look too bad up close. But they all
have one thing in common. They're
over-priced and just about
guaranteed to break by New Year's.

There are a few exceptions.
TONKA toys art' still relatively
ruglit:el!

'rho big toy manufacturers aren't
so different from you and me. They
like to make a buck or two. Likewise
the people who supply the raw
materials. the people who make the

packages, the people who handle the
advertising. the truckers who haul
the toys from factory to warehouse
to the store, the people who own the
stores and the people who work in
them. And then, of course, the Peds
want their 10% sales tax which is
usually more than a buck...

Now after everybody has made
their buck. the toy still has to have a
reasonable price tag. So the
manufacturers must make their
toys as cheaply as possible. As usual
the consumer winds up w ith the
fuzzy end of the lolly pop.

There are, however, alternatives.
One is to win the Olympic Lottery
and buy a new loy every time the
"old" ones break. The other is to
make your own toys. It's not at all
difficult; really! Anybody who
knows me will cheerfully tell you
that I have at least ten thumbs. But
as the picture accompanying this

article showi. I can, in spite of
myself, make some half-decent toys.

Here's how. First you need wood.
Pine and spruce are cheap and easy
to work. Walnut, oak. mahogany and
the other hard woods are more
expensive and harder to work but
make a more durable toy. And when
finishro with linseed or mineral oil
they look like a million. I tend to
favour the rubbed oil finish because
it's cheap, quick, looks good, wears
well and I also happen to be a poor
painter. If you are using pine or
spruce, you mlght think about using
paint or poly-urethane to finish
them.

Wood scraps are available cheap
to free at your nearest saw mill,
lumber yard or building supply
store. You will also need a few too ls.
A good cross-cut saw is a must, but
you probably already have one or
your best friend does. Keep it sharp.
You or your best friend probably



have a drillloo. Electric is quicker
and euler but . hand drill works as
well. •

Chedt your drills. You need a "",,".
"," , ""'.. and maybe a ~". Il·s ni ce to
have a few files and chi sels but you
don 't absolutely ne-ed them . You do
need a hole sa w set wh ich cos ts les s
th.n $3.00 at your nea r est han1", 'a re
store.

There Is one additional pt ec e of
equipment that I use . an old washlnK
machine molor with a 5" sandin",
disc on the end . These disc u nde r
kits are sold In the hardware store
for $2 to $3. They Include a rubber
disc. a few sandpaper discs and a
lambs wool buffing pad. The whole
works will fit into your electric drill
or you can think up a way to attach it
to the washing machine motor. If
you are using your electric drill. put
It In a vise or strap it down somehow.
This aUows you to hold your work
with both bands. I use the edge of th e
sanding disc with coarse paper for
rounding off corners and edges.
rough shaping a nd e ven cu v ing .

Let ' . j ust run t h r o ug h a n
Imaginary project so you get the
idea . We'll make a truck ; on e of the
simplest toys to make in its basic
term. First you need a truck bed. So
you rummage around through the
available wood and com e up with a
board an inch or so thick, t,..o to four
inches wide a nd four inches to a foot
or more long .

Trucks have wheels. a t lea st four.
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So you decide how big you want your
wheels and fit the appropriate hole
saw into your drill . Your wheels will
be as wide as the piece of board from
which they are cut. For really fat
wheels you can get a piece of wood
twice as thick a. the depth of the
hole saw and cut in from both s ides.

Now that you have wheels. you
need a place for them to turn. The
hole saw has a 'A" pilot bit which
leaves a nice !AI" hole in the centre of
the wheel. This makes !AI" doweling
the sensible choice for axles.

Now comes the only tough part,
drilling holes for the axles to turn in.
this is where you use the ~ .. drill .
The axles should be as close to
parallel as possible. Another method
Is to drill the axle holes through
small blocks that are a little shorter
than the wheels and then fasten the
blocks to the bottom of the truck bed .
This allows you to make mistakes
without having to throw the bed
away.

The only other piece that is really
required is a cab of some sort. That
can be a plain blodr. of wood the
width of the truck bed and sized in
height and thickness in proportion to
the rest of the truck .

Now you have all the basic pieces.
Next you sit down with a bit of
sandpaper (120 grit .amet paper is
the best) and mate everything nice
and smooth. When that's done you
finish the pieces with oil. paint,
shellac of whatever appeals to you .

Finally you put aU the piec es
together. Cut your axles from "."
doweling the width of the truck bed
plus the width of two wheels. Round
the ends with sa nd pa pe r to pr e ...ent
spli tt ing. Tap the axles int o th e holes
in the wheels, slip the axles through
the axle holes and lap on the wh eel s
on the other side. Fasten the cab to
the bed with glue. screws, nai ls or
my favourite way . I peg everything
together with ...... dowel. Drill a l,i. "
hole through the two pieces to be
fastened together, cut a bit of dowel
the length of the hole or a little
longer, coat with glue and tap into
the hole . Sand the end nush.

You now have your basic truck .
You can fancy It up from there ac­
cording to your time, ability and
materials. Head lights, bumpers,
windows, and airborns can be made
from different sizes of doweling or
bits of wood . You can put a s t ake
body on the back. To turn it into a
fire truck. make a little ladder and
paint it red. To build a tow truck,
make a tittle winch and use your
im aginaUon.

I don't work from plans. I look at
my wood pil~ and see what sizes and
shape. of wood I've got to work with
and. then de-cide what I'll make.
Then I just cut and fit unUI a fte r
awhile 1·v11' got a toy . Make air­
planes , boats, tr actors. fork-lifts .
bulldozers. anything you want. You
...a.ol do it!
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A toy workshop

R~t·nlly. a RrouP of pt.'Ople Bttended a workshop
sponsored by Mt'rnoriaJ's Extension Service. The
workshop snowoa ordinary people now 10 make simple
toys {or their children. In the photos. a )'oung lady
translales her idea of a biplane into a simple loy that
will offer some child hours ofdeJi/{ht. And it's a safe bt-t
that the biplane will somedey, years in the future, be
dug out of thl' atuc for another child to enjoy,long etter
the gUlledng toy bought at high cost has found its
permanent horne in the local rubbish heap
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Bonavista Day

Atlanti c Ocean
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BorwIvlstll North and the Stra h;lht Shor e are bound tOljlether
by history and by similar problems.

Long before the road ~t through. the people In com ·
munltles up and down the ,hor-e used to walk mil&! to visit
and buy dry goods and food . When sealing was at Us height.
men from both areas walked to Pool ' s Island to get II berth on
II ship. and other men would walk to Gambo to board the train
tor St . John's and the sealing ships. p ic king up other sealers
along the way.

Now that the rc.d is through and In the prOCHS of
being paved. there Is even more intermingling among
the people of the Straight Shore and Bonavlsta North.
People from Musgrave Harbour go to the Brookfield
hospital. women from Lumsden WOf"k In Vall~fleld's
fish plant and men from Ladle Cove teach In Car­
menvllle.

Common problems are lack of protection
from the relentless pounding sea . dependency
on the Valleyfleld fish plant to keep the area
go4ng. an underdeveloped blueberry Industry.
and chronic unemployment.

Common strengths are .. history of hard
'WOrk and leadership, and strong religious
convictions.

In this Issue we visit most of the
communities, although Greenspond
Is not mentioned because It was
covered In the August 1976 Issue and
Gambo will be covered In another
Issue.
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The big problem is

unemployment

11 fherr's one thing jn aoundanf supply along the shore of Bona.,uta Not1h,
Wsroclcs!

It seems that no matter what topic
of conversation starts in Bonavista
North. it «"ventuaU)' comes round to
jobs... cr- rather, to the lack of jobs.

"The big problem here is unem­
ployment:' says Danny Saunders, _
restaurant owner in Hare 8ay.
"There is no work, and there's DO
industry. There's no fish in Uds part
of the Bay, so you can forget the
fishing industry. There's no woods.
since they were destroyed in • fire
twenty years ,go: there are DO

mines here: there's DO faclories.
The only thiogleft is the blueberries.
You can do prelly good with that for
two weeks, but you cao't live for 12
months on two weeks."

That bleak picture of the local
employment scene leaves Hare Bay
with the prospect for the time being
of existing as a "dormitory com­
munity", in which the residents
must 11."....1." to work each day In the
larger communities.

The main source of employment is
the airport town of Gander, some
fOrly miles away. Howe ver, com­
petition for jobs there Is sUff, as
residents of Hare Bay, Gambo,
Wareham, Centreville, Glenwood,
the Grovertown area, and the
Gander Bay area compete with

Gander residents for the available
jobs. It's interesting to reneet th.t
C.nder's job market is not growing
as quickly as it did in the past, and
this makes getting work there more
difficult than it used to be.

Faced with these facu, many 01
the young men and women from the
area choose to leave, and seek jobs
elsewhere. Decks Awash spoke with
two young people while in the area.

One young lad)' had recently
returned from Labrador, and said
that she planned to return to
Labrador in the near future, since
there were no jobs around home for
her. A young man said that he was
"really lucky", since he had a job
helping to build a house in Gander.
When it was finished, however, he
planned to head to Toronto. Ac­
cording to Danny Saunders, he won't
be the first one to follow that road.

"There's a beaten path from Hare
Bay to Toronto", says Danny. "The
younJt people wll1 do the same as
their brothers did a few years ago.
They'll all go to Toronto. be up there
six months, come home for a few
months, and then go back to Toronto
again.

"There are more people in
Toronto from Hare Bay than any
other smaU community I know of.
There's DO work here to hold the
young people at home, 50 the

community can't grow. 1 was tal.lr.ing
to a resident of another community
in the area. and he said that the
population of that place has been cut
I.n half because the young people
keep leaving."

Residents of the area are leary of
any government atlemptto sol ve the
cronic unemployment problem
through the pro...islon of a large
Industry. Danny Saunders echoed a
comment of many residents in
the area.

"I don't think that there's anyone
industry that could be brought in
here at reasonable expense. There's
millions of things that could be
brought In... Mr. Moores could build
another oil refinery here, and have it
10 slump like the one in Come My
Chance, but there's no gain in that,
and the people would ha VI." to pay for
It in the long run. The only kind of
thing that could possibly work is the
type of thing that provides three jobs
here, and six jobs there. The
restaurant, for example, employs 6
to 8 people a year, and when you
take those who leave for some
reason, you can figure that 4 or 5 of
them make a living from it."

One relatively unexploited source
of potential revenue for the area is
the IrQwl.ng tourist trade during the
summer months. So far, no effort
bas been made by government or
local residents to capitalize on ure
yearly influx of visitors to the
Province. The provision of a tourist
information centre. park facilities,
and some publicity about the at­
lractiolU might well lead to a
summer time industry that could
prove a boon to the area.

"All we know about tourism is that
we see the odd car with Ontario
licence plates. They stop in for
something to eat, and ask for a utue
informstion on where they can go,
and wbat they can see. 1 have most
of the Government topographical
maps for the area, so I show them
what I can. They seem to like the
area because it's a bit different. and
the people are friendly. several
people who came here last year said
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that they'd like to come back BRain.
Danny added "Any small com­

munity will turn over a few dollars,
but probably not enough to support
it. I can only make here what people
want to spend. If they don't have it, I
can't make it. I can supply a few
jobs, and between that and unem­
ployment insurance maybe four or
rive families will make a half decent
living out of it. If we had tourists
coming in and spending a few
dollars they made outside the area.
it would help."

Danny tells of one man who vtsuec
the restaunnt last summer. He
originally came from one of the
small islands which has now been
resetuec. Like others who come to
the area. he wanted to visit the
islands. It's possible that a provision
for sman boat lrips"wilh proper
p romotion. might succeed in
drawing tourists. That may not
sound like very much, but the
community could profit from the
business. So would the boat
operator, and the tourist homes. If a
small operator could produce
handicrafts for sale, that would also
help a few people get wo rk. Danny
points to the example of the
Labr ador Crafts group, which has
been fairly successful
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Until jobs become caster to acr.
it's likely that a high level of
dependence on government will
continue. Estimates of the region's
winter unemployment rate vary
between 30 and 70 percent, depen­
ding on who you talk to. Since the
collapse of the two economic
mainstays of the area .. . the
Labrador fishery and the woods
operation ... dependence on lI:0vern­
ment assistance programs durinM;
the winter months has become
common.

"With some people. all they want
is 6 weeks, or 8 weeks work, to get a
few stamps. Very few people have
initiative. This dependence on
government should be ceased im­
mediately, but it's not as simple as
that," says Danny. He's aware that
a massive cutoU of all government
assistance could work hardships on
the people, and possibly result In
some towns becoming ghost towns.
However, he's one of those who feels
that government assistance to the
able bodied should come with strinRS
attached.

"Instead of the money being given
out as welfare, people should be
made work for it. I'm not talking

about sick relief, but able bodied
relief. People from here are worktng
in Labrador, and the)' can't k('ep
their own property here in good.
repair. If a person is receiving
government welfare money, he
should have to fix that working
man's fence, because that man up 10
Labrador is paying for the beeerns
the other fellow receives. If the
person was made work for the
money he receives. his initiative
would improve."

"This situation is not necessamty
the people's fault We've more or
less created a monster, and the
question is who's ~oin.e: to destroy it.

The government can't destroy It,
because they'll never get another
vote if they do. ThE' people won't
destroy it, because they've got It
made right now, and why should
they hurt uremsetvcs.

I have a frit'nd who fmished ....ork
last year, and he had to wait two or
three weeks for his VIC Durme the
waiting period, he went on wenare
because he didn't feel like runnmg
up a bill during those weeks ....hich
might take 2 or 3 unemp ) rm nt
cheques to payoff 'rtus kind of thm
is wrong."

Onion rings are hard to predict!

Overlooking Hue Bay, Bon.vls(a North. SeE'nes like this could draw
valuable tourist dollars to Uleuel,

Danny Saunders, a Hare Bay
residen t , ow ns and oper-a tes a small
resta ur an t in t hat Bonavista Bay
co m munity. He ha s n ' t always been
involved in that busincss. Fo r e ight
years, Da nny wor ked wit h CNT, b ut
he found th a t he was s pe nd ing a lot
of ti me on th e ro ad .

" After wo rki ng th a t long for
som eon e e lse, I had to tr y somethi ng
on m y ow n. A resta ura nt has bee n in
m y wif e ' s fa mily fo r quit e a fe w
years, so we decided to try it our­
se lves. This location was a small
grocery store. We renovated it and
s tarted the business from scratch."

Th a t was three years ago. and it
seems th a t Danny and his wife are
m ak ing a go of the business. The
buildi ng is small, but oHe rs a good
m enu , an d has a liquor license. High
operating expenses for he a t , light
a nd so on make the possibility of
ex panding the premises lo handle
the summer rush less than at­
tractive. Danny finds that there are
two distinct phasf's to his
operation... the summer rush, and
the long winter lull.

During the summer months, the
passing tourist pr ovide s added
business for Saunders Restaurant.
Th e Saunders make an errort tc erter
local seafood d ishes for them. and
se rve salmon an d lobster when they
let them . It 's Iro ni c , how ev er. that
settinl fr es h seafood. to se rve In the
r estaurant is a con tin ual proble m .

"I h a ve my own litUe bo a t , a nd

I've been about ten miles out looking
for cod, and the fish .a ren't rhere.
You ha ve to go to Wcsleyvllle waters
to j ig a fish in the summer time. I
could make arr-angements to buy
pa r t of t he fisherman's catch in that
area, but it would have to be done
th r ough th e fish plant, because the
fisher men wa nt to sell to th e m . I
can't give the fishermen stamps
(U IC) and that's the big problem.

"We always pay the fishermen
m or e than the fish plant pays. Fer
example, lobster was sold to the fish
plant for $1.02 a pound, and I paid as
much as $1.75 to the local fishermen
her e , and I still couldn't get as much
as I wanted. I could only get eight or
ten lobsters once every two weeks.

"The tourists want lobster all

right, but they want it for nothing It
seems they want lobster provided
for approximately $2.50 a meal. A
lobster is costing me $2.00 not
counting overhead, so to make
money you have to charge at least
$5.00 for a lobster dinner with the
t rimmings. We could sell a lobster
alo ne for $2.50, if we cooked it our­
se lves with the minimum overhead
But when we consider staff salaries,
and the dlfterent things on the plate,
and so on, we just can't sell it that
cheaply and make anything."

During the summer, Saunders
Restaurant is kept relatively busy,
but during the winter, they can mark
their busy days.

"Monday is useless," says Danny
"We may do something with the
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The lady is a town clerk

teenagers and a few adults on
Monday night. Tuesday and Wed·
nesday are basically the same. but
thinls change on Thursday.
Unemployment and welfare cheques
arrive, and business picks up in no
time. Since this is Thursday, we'll be
busy tonight. and tomorrow night
we'll be really busy again. Saturday
nights are fairly good, and Sunday it
will be busy. When we open Monday.
it will slow right down alain."

When the Dedta: Awu.b reporter
drove up the restaunnt, there wert'
a couple of teenagers standing
around outside the building. When
asked if they were customers,
Danny replied that they were
allowed in the restaurant as long as
they behaved like adulU. He said
however. that they acted like a
bunch of kids most of the time. and
when they did, they were treated.
Like children.

U you should call the Trinity Local
Improvement District Council office
and ask for the Town Clerk, don't be
surprised when a woman answers.
Selina Brown has been the Town
Clerk for the past 2~ years, and she
finds the position both interesting
and enjoyable.

Working Is not new to Mrs. Brown.
Before she was married, she spent
two years working In a store as a
clerk, and another year teaching
school. Now married seventeen
years, she decided to apply for the
job of town clerk when a vacancy
occurred. Although always busy at
home, Mrs. Brown says that the
difference between being a full time
house wire and working part time
lies in a feeling of worth.

"I had time on my hands when l
was at home aU the time," she says,
"even though there was always
something to do, but since I went to
work I feel that life is more wor­
thwhile."

Mrs. Brown's duties with the
Council involve her in constant
dealings with the general publle, and
the Coundl Chairman, Chesley
Wiseman, feels that she has a
special aptitude for that part of the
work.

"I feel that a woman is preferable
for the job. Ladies have a better
approach to the public than a man
might have. I'm sure that Mrs.
Brown puts up with things no man
could take. Added to this is the fact
that the Council can't, at this time,
afford a full time position, which
most men would p(obably require
before they'd take the job."

Mrs. Brown's duties include the
issuing of receipts to the public, and
businesses who deal with the
Council. She has recently completed
helping the Council prepare the

He sympathizes with the fact that
recreational facilities for the
teenagers are virtually non-existent
in the area, but points out that he
can't afford to let anyone damage
his premises. He adds that one man
recently opened a store, but was
forced to close after a short time
because of damages caused by
young patrons.

Ordering supplies for a business in
this area is a combination of
knowing the trade and pure
prophecy. Wholesale trucks make
their rounds from • v.riety of
businesses in the .re. once. week
so the businessm.n is left with the
task of forecasting just wbat is loing
to happen in his tr-ade for the next
week.

"Right now, we have our ordering
down to pretty much of a science,"
says Danny, "There are times,
tbouRb, wben the demand for any

budget for the coming year, a
complicated task involving the
projection of anticipated ex­
penditures based on the figures from
the previous year. In addition, she
must keep the Council in touch with
various levels of government, so she
writes a lot of letters to government
officials.

Mrs. Brown says that she has not
received any complaints to date
about the fact that she is the town
clerk. Her husband however, was
less than totally h-appy when she
first approached him with the idea of
returning to work. Mrs. Brown says
that he felt she should stay at home,
but has since changed his mind, and
now doesn't mind her working. The
only problem is that she must
depend on her husband for rides to
work as she doesn't have a driver's
license. However, she is working on
that, and hopes to pass the drivers
exam in the near future.

The job doesn't interfere at all
with her family life. A mother of
three, Mrs. Brown finds that the 1 to
5 p.m. office hours coincides neatly
with the children's school schedules.
The children, aged 16, 13 and 10. are
just home when she arrives from
work.

There is a possibility that the job
m.y soon be expanded to. full time
position, and if th.t should happen,
Mrs. Brown says that she will be
applying for the position.

The Council already bas one
woman member, ".bel Horlick,
and Mrs. Brown says that she would
like to see more women Involved in
the .ffairs of the community. She
points out that women in Trinity
have a history of communit), in­
volvement, as many of the men must
reave the area for long periods of
time to seek jobs elsewhere. •

specific dish Is greater than you
anticipate. For example we couldn't
keep onion rings in stock for a while,
and then the demand slacked right
off. So we cut down the order, and all
of a sudden the demand for onion
rings went right up again. That kind
of thing applies to aU our dishes, and
some of the other items like
clg.rettes." •

Danny Saunders and his wife have
• good thing going in Hare Bay, and
it's obvious from talking with Danny
that he really enjoys the life. But
perhaps the biggest story in saun·
ders Restaurant is that four or five
residents of Hare Bay can make a
liVing working there in a business a
tceat couple has developed through
their own initiative, with govern­
mentassistance.

They couldn't
win for

the losing
In an area where some com­

munities can trace their roots back
for hundreds of years, the town of
Centreville is a comparative babe in
arms. Established in the early
1960's, the community is a creation
of the resettlement program and
cornea complete with all basic
services.

Visually, one can note the dif­
ference between Centreville and its
older neighbors. It has the look of a
town that's planned, as the streets
are relatively straight, and the
modern houses tend toward one
architectural style, the bungalow.
Each perches on its own small
building lot, and the first impression
is that a typical St. John's sub­
division somehow ended up on the
shores of Bonavista Bay.

The story of Centreville shows how
the quirks of fate can disrupt the
best of plans. The people of- the
isl.nds near what is now Centreville
were heavily involved in the
Labrador fishery, but some of them
w.nted to move. They felt they could
10 to the Labrador from a m.inl.nd
community as easily as from the

.relatiyely isolated islands. On the
mainland they could also participate

'in the active woods industry.
Better schools, more accees to

medical and other services, .nd the
lure of a road connection to the rest
of the Province convinced the
majority of the people that the move
would be • solid foundation for a
more secure future. So Government
..stsraece was sought, and by 1961



Signs like this herald tht> .pproa"h ofbeUt>r servrces for area residenu.

A serpentine road winds into the area aro und Parson 's Point , Bonavista
North. When Decks Awash visitf'd the a rea, paving opera ti ons were taking l
plaee in several srees.•

Cenfrev;IIe•••everytlleng but jobs

most of the island's population had
made the move, to the new mainland
co mmunity of Centreville.

But it turned out to be one of those
cases where both the people and the
Government couldn't win for losing.
T he people had hardly unpacked
when the dreams of winter woods
work literally went up in smoke in
the forest fire of 1961. The Labrador
fishery. which has first run into
difficulties in the mid forties,
collapsed completely in the mid
sixties. Centreville. the community
built on the hopes of the I.abrador
fishery and the forest industry. was
left sitting there with water. sewage,
paved streets. street lights,
telephone service... and no jobs.

J im Hewitt moved to Centreville
from Fair Island in 1961 O('('ks
Awash asked Jim if any of the people
now Uving in Centreville would like
to return to their homes on Fair
Isl an d .

"No, they definitely wouldn't. Life
on Fair Island was not as romantic
as some of the novelists would make
us believe. It had a nice sounding
name, but in reality it was only little
mo re than a rock off the mouth of
Bonavista Bay. There was no way
you could get the services there that
you can get on the mainland. We
were isolated, and there WE're no
ro ad s . For medical services, we had
to go 7 or 8 miles by boat, or by slide
ov er the ice in the winter, and then
take a ca r and go thirty miles to
hospit a l.

" As long as the people stayed
hea lthy a nd didn't have any kids
go in g to sc hool, they were o.k. When
t he kid s grew up they had to leave
the isl ands to go to high school.

" Fair Island could have been
re ach ed with a causeway, but the
cos t would have been tremendous to
build a road down through the
co untry, and then link all the islands
up to fin ally reach Fair Island. And
th e re were only about 700 people
wh en it got there, after spending
m illi on s of dolla rs ."

So the people moved to Cen­
treville, in search of services,
con venience and jobs. What they've
found is detailed in the following
a rticles.

J us t what makes a community! Is
it th e presence of houses and people,
a nd the complicated structure of
services needed to fill their needs?
Do paved streets. sewer lines. and
th e other physical attributes make a
good town in which to live!

Centreville has aU the features of
any tow n or city in Newfoundland.
Th e b as ic Infrastructure was put
th ere as a result of the resettlement

program, but the series of events
described in the last story robbed
the residents of the opportunity to
make a living in their owo com­
munity. Some, of course are able to
do so, but the majority are forced to
either seek work elsewhere. or
depend on various government
asststanee programs. One resident
estimated that perhaps 10 per cent of
the communlty'a population survive
on able-bodied relief, and m a ny
others depend on the UIC to stret~h

leasonal job ea rn ings th ro ugh th e
winter months.

Created by Government un der th e
resettlement pro gra m, Governm en t
now finds itse lf obliged to su ppo rt
the community in various ways in
the wake of the twin disasters of th e ·
Labrador fishery failure a nd the fire
of 1961. And this support has , in the
eyel of some. led th e tow n eestd en ts
to look too quickly to th e Govern­
ment for too m uch . Once st a rted, the
pattern of dependence on Gover n-



but no solutions

Lots of ideas

ment can rapidly become
sldious , hard-to-break habit.

Jim Hewitt has been a resident of
Centreville since 1961. when he
moved from Fair Island along with
the rest of the residents. Jim Is a
native of Fogo Island, and at one
time taught school in a number of
locations. He now operates a small
neighborhood store In Centreville.
Despite the current lack of em­
ployment in the area . Jim sees
definite hope for the ruture of the
community.

Jobs. of course, must be the main
concern for community residents,
Says Jim. "Most of the people here
are seasonal construction workers.
They work in Labrador City and, in
fact. all over the Province and
Canada . Some are now working as
far .way as Alberta, on the Tar
Sands project.

"The people who are working
like 1 that make a lot more money
than they ever made on Fair
Islands . Some of them can make ten
or twenty thousand doUars working
for six months of the year, because
they are highly stilled people...
plumbers , electricians , steel
workers, earpemera. and so on. So
they'll work in the North, and make
good money. Some come home In the
winter and draw UIC benefits. and
then leave again in the spring. Some
work through the winter."

Those who choose to leave their
homes for months at a time In
search of good paying jobs are
making a good living. but they pay
the penalty of prolonged separation
from their families. In the case of
the majority of those who elect to
stay at home, government seems to
be caught between a rock and a hard
place. They must either Institute a
program which will alleviate the
cronic under-employment situation.
or else continue to pick up the tab for
the various Government support
programs, be they welfare or
unemployment Insurance. And it's
probably safe to say that some
people are quite aware of this. Jim
Hewitt offers his personal opinion.

"I think the people are com­
placent. The majority of people find
eight or twelve ween work during
the year somewhere or other.
They'll then qualify for unem­
ployment Insurance for the rest of
the year. so everything Is fine . So
long as the economy of the country
remains fairly prosperous, and the
Government is able to keep up the
social welfare programs, everyone
is bappy."

There appears to be no push from
the community for anything dif­
ferent . It seems that Council'a ef­
forts have concentrated on obtaitling
services for the residents. but there
has be-en a lack of pressure for the
provision of the most vital thing of
aU... jobs.

The opening of a new road in the
area will mean that Centreville
residents will be only about twenty
minutes drive from the Valley'field
fish plant. If fishing operations there
could be expanded through the use of
small draggers, it's likely that so me
residents of Centreville could obtain
jobs in the plant. At the present
time. working in Valleyfield would
mean a long drive over a dirt road
which is in less than ideal cond it ion.

The fishing tradition of these ex ­
residents of Fair Islands is not yet
dead. Some return to fish there each
summer. and while none caD be
described as full-time fishermen
malting a living from the waters of
Bonavista Bay . It does provide a
valuable supplement to their in­
comes. Thirty or forty "fishing
shacks" now exist on Fair lslands
but the majority are used more for
hunting than for fishing.

Centreville follows another pat­
tern that can be found in many of the
smaller communities a r o u nd
Newfoundland. The cream of the

Still suffering from the effects of
the destruction of its economic base,
the area around CentrevlJJe, Trinity
and Wareham, continues to suffer
the effects of economic depression.
Unemployment is high, espt'cially in
the winter time, and one resident
told me that perhaps 10'\1 of the
population exists on able-bodied
assistance from the Provincia;
Government. There is no la<.'k of
consensus on what Ihe major
problem' is any conversation
always comes back to the lack of
jobs. What is lacking is a consensus
as 10 what can be done about it .

One small industry does eXIst in
the area at this time. Abi Pickett
owns and operates a blueberry
business, and his attempts to
capitalize on the only good effect of
the disasleraus 1961 fire. whJt:oh
created large blueberry barrens, is
detailed in another article in this
section.

One spinoff of the blueberry in ­
dustry which is not being exploited is
the processing of the berries. This is •
currently being done by the Nova
Scotia buyers. However, the
feasibility of this type of operation is
still a moot poinl. so don 't look. to set!

crop among the young will leave. as
they have effectively educated
themselves out of their home
communities. Jim Hewitt's children
for example, will most likely not be
able to remain in Centreville. One is
studying for an Arts Degree at
Memorial University. while the
other per-sues studies in Commerce
at the same institution. Nei th e r will
be able to get a job in their own
community in which they can utilize
their tuining . So they'll eventually
have to leave to seek jobs elsewhere.
The same circumstance applies to
those who, through vocational
training. become highly skilled in
any trade.

The ones who stay will be for the
most part those who left school
before completing Grade 11.
Lacking marketable job skills which
would let them compete in the
outside job market. they will help to
add to the number of unskilled
laborers who must compete for the
little work which .exists close to
home. •

a processing factory in the area Ihis
coming season.

Manufacturing the berries into a
finished product, such as pie or jam,
is another future possibility, but U's
likely that it is even further down the
road. Newfoundland is a long way
from the major markets which
would be the logical consumers of
baked goods. A winery was men­
tioned as one possibility, and that
might be a better alternative, given
the fact th.t wine keeps better than
do blueberry tarts.

With the recent pa ving of the TOad
In the area, tourism has become
another possible alternative. The
Indian Bay River is an excellent
salmon stream, and might draw
tourisf$ to the area, and their
presence could well gem-r.te some
job3 . Tbey would also bring in new
dollars, and mooey has a way of
getting around.

A well publicized tourist industry
might not supply a large number of
jobs or tourists. but most area
residents don 't seem to favor
massive development. All seem
turned off by huge industrial
developments as the result of the
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twin ttsseos of Come By Chance and
tne steimenvtno Linerboard .\fiJI.

Hand in hand with the tourist
trade, some people see the possible
development of .. handicrafls in­
dustry. It's an area whil'h hilS not
been touchf'd to date.

A small carpenter shop currently
operetes in the Trinity area,
producing kitchen cupboards, etc.
All houses need furnishings, and it's
strange to reflect that most houses
are (urnisht'd with products that
have been manufactured far away.
With expansion, many of the items
might well be locally built, and that
would keep the jobs where they art'
most needed _.. at home. Again it
wouldn 't be a solution to the
unemployment problem, but ex­
pansion would help, and it surely
l'Ould do no harm.

But perhaps the industry with the
immediate promise is the old
reliable, the fishery. "'ith expansion
Jllong the lines of a smstt dragger
fief't, the \'alle>'fjeld plant of Beothie
Fish Processors could continue to
operate year round, according to
some. With the new road making the
plant accessible to PftJple from the
Trinity-Centrevillt>-Wareham area,
some would be able to commute
each day to their jobs. However, that
solution is not as simple as it might
appear to be. It involves com­
plexities ranging (rom the capital
ccsr ot the boats, and t'xtra plant
equipment; to the question ot the
condition of the fish stocks.
However, it certainly appears to be
an idea worthy of tvrtner ex­
ploration by all those concerned.

We'll leave the tinet word to an

area resident:

"Since 1961 Centreville has soucn
more money from the GO~'ernment

than Fstr lsJandsdidin t\4-'O or thrt'('
hundred >'ears, or ten times more. 1
suppose. But money is probabl>
spent where it does the most
political good. If you give the PftJple
the choice of what they nf."t'd, a
factory or water and sewage, they'll
always say 'give us the water and
sewage, we can always get a job. '
There's no concerted ottorc on the
part of the Pf'ople of the whole area
to go to Government, and say thllt
'we want industry, we want jobs,'
They go to the Government and k('('p
lobbying continuously (or grants (or
this 8nd grants for that, but not for
money to put into industry. " •

8ght jobs and never a failure
The one industry that was con­

sistanUy mentioned in the Bonavlsta
North area as offering some hope for
future employment was the
blueberry industry. Abi Pickett of
cenc-evtue is one of the people who's
trying to develop the blueberry
potential of the area. But when you
consider Ab i's background, that's
not surprising. If you set Abi down
on a n is land that was absolutely
barren except for two rocks, it
wouldn't be long before he'd be
attempting to get a rock chipping
industry going. He's just that kind of
a man.

Abi started working when he was
13. His father was ill at the time, so
Abl made the lint of seven trips to
the l.abrador fishery.

"That fall," recalls Abi, "when I
came back from Labrador I went to
school until Christmas, and then I
worked with the mall service
carrying mall for 12 winters. I fished
on the Labrador for seven summers.
and those are about the worst seven
summers I spent during my lifetime,
because I didn't like the Labrador
fishery.

" I got married when I was
twenty", he continues, "and I
decided I would stay home on Fair
Islands and make a living. I started
fi shing on my own _ the herrinlt and
lobste r fishery in the spring. And
when that season was over, I would
go at the salmon fishery. 1 used to
can and smoke salmon, and capelin
too. ,1had a cod trap and I acted as a
lobster collector. We'd fish up until
September, and then I'd go to work
to the woods for two months."

All this activity still didn't satisfy

Abi, and for his last five years on
Fair Islands, he owned and operated
a smaU store. Abi's family decided
to move to Centreville in 1961, but
with some reluctance, as they had
about $7,000 tied up in fishing gear.
However, spurred by the isolation of
Fair Islands, they did move. and
within a short time, Abi started on
the process of building up a new life
for himself in his new community.

"Centreville was a new com­
munity. and we had to build it up,"
says Abi Pickett. I built a new store
and did a good business. I was here
only a couple of months, however,

More "burners" lik(' this one would
mean bf'U('r production and more
jobs in Bonavista's blu('bf'rry in­
dustry.

when I decided that business wasn't
all it could be, So I went taxi driving,
while my wife looked after the
business.

"I was a taxi driver for eight
years, and I did pretty well at that.
But there were a lot of people in the
area who weren't working, so I
thought I should quit the taxi
business, get in contact with some of
the government departments, and
try to get some work going for the
people In the area.

"A couple of years after the bili(
rtre of '61, the blueberry 1ndustry
started to become a big industry.
Sometimes, during the summer. I
would get 10 or 12 men working for
two or three months at this. As more
access roads to the barrens were
opened up, that made more work.

"I'm very proud of this com­
munity," says Abi" "and I think we
might be the capital of Bonavista
North some day. Centreville is only
sixteen years old. and I can't see a
community in Bonavista North
that's better than Centreville. We
have paved roads, water and
sewage, a skating rink for outdoor
sports, a big recreation hall that's
one of the best buildings this side of
Cape Prects. and we have a
beautiful church. Most of the people
here are from the islands, but there
are some from other places, and I
have to give them credit, because
they bought this place alive.

"Yet, with all this, a lot of people
are still not happy with what we
have In Centreville. But if you 11:0
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back sixteen years. you'd SCl' that
this community was nothing but
st um ps, etc. Now we have all the
conveniences. and the people of
Ce ntreville have worked hard for
th ings t hey've gotten from the
Gove rnment.

" I've ha d eia;ht differt'nt oc­
cu pations, and I ' ve never had a
fa ilur e . I've had some ups and
downs . but I ' m very happy . I was
ha ppy when we lived on Fair Islands
too. because we were freer to do
wh a t we Iikt'd. Since we came to the
mai nland, we're not as free."

Today, Abi lives in a comfortable,
mod ern home in Cenrrevtue. His
blu ebe r r y farm is growing. and
wh en we visited the area, he was
waiting for the burners to come and
do his land. That blueberry land. and
th e hope of industry it offers, is the
subject of the rcnowtne 1\\.0 stories

A blu eberry barrens burner prepares part of Abj Pic-kelt's land for the
cominR season.

The blue lining
E ve r y cloud, they say, has a silver

lin ing . In Bonavtsta North, however.
the lin ing of the cloud may .....ell
pr ove to be blue . For the burned
ove r la nd caused by the 1961 forest
fir e has become one of the prime
bl ue be r r y producing areas in the
P r ovin ce , and it would appear that
th e surface of this store of wild
we alth has barely been touched.

One man who believes that the
blu eber r y industry is perha ps the
be st hope pr e sen tl y available is Abi
Pi ckett of Centreville. li e has faith
enough in the future of the berry
ind ustry to prompt him to start a one
hundred acre blueberry farm ncar
Ce nt reville. .

" I feel t hat Bonav ista North is a
fruit based area", says Abi, "so
a bout fi ve years ago, 1 decided to go

into blueberry farming, which was a
big adventure to take on. I've got 100
acres cleared, but I ' ve only got
about thirty acres burned because
we've had problems getting a
burner. I'm hoping to get another
forty acres burned this fall.

"There is so much demand for
blueberries that you can't get
enough. I can get a contract to
supply four mi llion pounds of
b lueb e r r ie s, a nd there are no sur­
p lus berries in t he world's stock.
When t he world stock is sold out, t he
pr~ce has to go up the next year.

"In the last three or four years,
the blueberries from around here
have been going to Europe, Ger­
many, Asia, all over the world.
That's why we have such a demand
for berries, and that's why the prtces

are up. This year blueberries a re
worth 22 cents a pound to the
pickers. Blueberry pickers who pick
on the wild barrens can easily make
$70.00 a day. We have people in this
area who have made as high as
$90.00 a day. We have no problems
gelling pickers. In fact, we can't
handle the number of peo ple who
want to be blueberry pickers."

For Abi, the most pr e s sin g
problems are new roads to the
blueberry grounds, a nd the clearing
and burning of more land. " Two
years ago, I burned 15 acres," Abi ,
says, "and we got more blueberries
on that lan d th is year than we had on
the 80 acres that haven't been
burned. So I think we p roved the
poin t that burning is the a nswer
when it comes to inc reasing the
p roductivity of the land, but the land
can't be burned unless it's cleared.
It was easier to clear the land five
years ago because the birch, a lder
and cherry trees have grown as high
as ten feet in those five years. So it
costs a lot more to clear land now
than it did then, and it's still getting
worse."

As the local operations now stand,
residents of the area, with few ex­
eeptions, can earn money from the
blueberries only during the short
eight week harvest. To create longer
employment, a blueberry factory is
needed. "It would create perhaps z:j

to 40 full-time jobs," says Abi, "and
the cost 01 the factory would be
about $400,000. It would also get
more pickers active, since the
period of handling the berries would
be much longer. It would also create
a system whereby blueberry pickers
might get unemployment insurance
w hen they weren't working. I could
also see a possibility of having a
blueberry winery, which could
create two or three jobs for perhaps
six months of the year. -



"I see room for 8 demonstration
blueberry farm here. For instance,
if we had a 100 acre demonstration
farm here. we could get more people
involved. so that they'd be con­
cerned with the industry. we'd gel
more equipment. and we'd get more
development.•.

Abi Pi ckell see m s to know just
where hi , future lies . He radiales
confidence in his belief that a
blueberry farm could provide him
and his hard working wife with a
good living . He sees family
business.- as part of the solution to
the perennial lack of jobs .

"1 think that there's only one way
Bonavista North can survive, " says
Abi, ' a nd that 's with s m all in­
dustries... family industries. I feel
that five or six more people here
should be developing blueberj-y
land. You 'U find blueberry farms aU
over Nova SCotia , but it seems that
our government has curerent ideas
on how they 'll hand out grants.
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"Land grants are now made for a
rifteen year period, and that
discourages people from applying
for a grant. For instance, my wire
and I, if we were operating on a
grant, could go in and work for hours
and weeks on our farm and not get a
cent for working, and all of a sudden,
when the fifteen years were up . the
Crown land people could simply take
their land from us. A lot of people
won't take the chance of cle aring
land and working on it for th at
reason.

"Fortunately, my wife and J don 't
have to worry about thi s. I bought 50
acres of land from th e Retd Co m­
pany, before the Newfoundland
government bought Reid 's land . I
could have sold it ten times since I
bought it . But it's like I told some
people from New Brunswick ... I 'm
not going to sell this land . 1 want the
land, not the money."

And that 's the attitude of a real
farmer, be tbe crop potatoes or
blueberries.

Burning blueberry barrens lelilds to
much better production.

--- -
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(Ab; Pickett is involved in the
blueberry industry in Bonavista
North. In the following edited
transcript he sets forth some of the
problems and possibiJJties for future
development of the industry in the
area).

"You take an acre of woods land
with the best possible choice wood,
and you get about twenty five cords
of wood to the acre. When that 25
eords are cut of( that acre of land.
you can't get any more wood from it
for over seventy years.

"On th~ ether hand, take an acre
of blueberry land. You'll get about
300 pounds of berries from it, and if
you burn it , you'll get5()(HOO pounds
per year within a two year period.
Thl" next year you'll get around 700
pounds, and you burn it again, and
you should get 1,000 to 1,200 pounds
per acre per year over a period of six
years..

"From that point to sixty years in
the future , compare the value of the
production of that a cre of woods land
with the value of the acre of
blueberry land'. production . I ean't
see why the departments can't SH'

that the future is in the blueberry
industry tomorrow, and not in the
woods i.ndustry seventy years from
now . Yet, tbere's ten Umes as mucb
money spent in Forestry trying to
regrow wood as there is spent on
productive blueberry land.

"Over the four year period from
1972-1975, the amount o( money

spent to benefit the mcustry in this
area was $43,211.33. There may have
been more money spent, but this was
the amount that was beneficial to the
Industry. I was labour foreman
during that time, and those figures
were the labour and contract costs
that were spent over the four year
period. 1 feel that It wasn't enough to
develop the blueberry industry .

"I also feel that the blueberry
industry Involves about 4000 people
in this area whose ages range from 6
to 92... those are the people who pick
the berries. The season is only about
8 weeks long, but 1 still feel that if
you can get a million dollars worth
of berries in that 8 weeks. that's a
good industry.

"Somewhere along the line the
Department of Agriculture has
neglected the Bonavista North area
in regards to this indu stry, but J
must say that in the last two years,
since the Department of Agriculture
bas become decentralized and
Gander has taken over respon­
sibility for the blueberry Industry
here, we 've gotten more support.

"We have gotten improved access
roads, and two new roads, a nd
they've put more money into it .
They've taken an Interest in the
industry by sending Sood people out
here to look over the area . They a r e
going to follow up a burning
program. and we hope to get a UP
project this year. We had a LIP
project to clear land in 1973,a nd that

proved to be the winter we had the
most snow for years. We cleared
about sixty acres of land in spite of
the snow, and about 50 acres of that
Is ready now for burning.

"I don't understand why we
couldn't get as much help and co­
operation from the Department of
Agriculture in St. John's: maybe it's
because we're so far away. I know
they're more concerned about the
Avalon area, but they aren't
producing as many berries as we
are. I think that with a lillie more
perseverance from the public in
Centreville, which Is lacking right
now, we would ha ve a very good
blueberry industry here. I also feel
that not enough pressure has come
from the local improvement
councils to make the government
uplift the industry .

"In the four years from 1912 to
1915. we shipped over five million
pounds of berries ... five million,
twelve thousand, seven hundred and
ninety seven pound." to be exact. At
the rate of 20t a pound, that
amounted to $1.255,940. That's direct
Income 10the people of this area.

"I want to prove that we ean grow
blueberries in Bonavista North,
a lthough I was told by an official of
the Department of Agriculture that
I 'd never grow blueberries in this
area because the terrain is too
rouSh. But in time I'm going to have
a blueberry farm here that will
equal any farm in Nova SCotia ." •
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