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':tIm hours, scrounge .WtM no:tra monty, and bring to you 1M fishermen's, 1Mfi~hplanl ownt'Ts' ami ,h,
gOl,""".,nfj 11nL' on Canada's nrw 200-mil, economicum,. This specialissue comes10yo/I jwt 01" mo"th
a/In OIIT mill on oil and gas.

In adJjlion. tilt' bring )'OU severalstorieson sealing, nnN of a shifrwTuAwhich tookpiau on the Northern
Peninsula tTI/HlY)'Mn ago, .\tic. Hac medicine eW',5 and 50"., (Taft nnL'S.
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Sea'ing- - - --.
W th the annual seal hunt and the by now

nnuet protest Just around the co rn er, we a t
, s Awash thought trus to be an appropriate

t Ie t ) fake a stand.
TIlaI we have chosen to make an editorial

• r nd now IS somethmg of a first for us.
l I fy, Wt comment editorially only on th e

, / wh en we have spent cons ide rab le
tune researching, generally the co n ten t o f the
special section. In tnis case. how ever. we feel
an exception is not only Justified bu t d em an­
ded

Newtouncnenaers have in th e pas t fi ve years
endured considerable vilifica t io n at the hands
of the protesters. We have be en call ed brutal,
Inhuman, cruel, sadistic and o th er things too
numerous to mention, and o ur repu tation has
been slandered throu g ho ut the world. What
really hurts Is ttfe simple, ba ld fac t that the
charges aren't true.

Bnan Davies, the orandaddy of all p ro te s ters ,
has made a career ... and a luc rati ve career ,
mark you. out of his supposed opposi tion to
the hunt. His extraVlganza of last year ... airlin e
stewardesses and ett: was perhap s the most
blatan t example of publicity grubbing we have
witnessed to date. But it takes publicity to dr aw
the funding needed to run his organiza tion, an d
It takes new gimmIcks to ho ld the atten tio n of
the press.

The involvement of Gre enpeace, the B.C.
based, protest organizatio n, is a sad case.
Their opposi tion to the testing of nuc lear
weapons some fo ur or fiv e years ago brought
them world-wide resp ect and support, as did
their defense o f the world 's en dange red
whales. And those th ings are all we ll and good.

However, even whales and bombs d on 't keep
making the news, and Greenpeace is a lso af­
flic ted with the need to keep th eir name in the
headlmes in order to keep their co ff ers full. It's
regrettable to see an organization o f their
stature jumping on the ban dw agon. as it will
hurt Newfoundland in the sh ort run, and
Greenpeace in the long run. Their u tter co n­
fusion last year their "spray the seals "
tac tical blunder, the use of informa tio n that was
oovtoustv inaccurate. the dithe ri ng between
"count us 10, court us ou t, we're with yo u,
against you" ... clearly show tha t the irs was an

involvement based on in fo rma tion far less
accurate and comprehensive than tha t used in
the cases of the whales an d the nuclear testing
program.

And then we hav e the " flaky fringe " , those
whose fang distance emo tio nal react io ns have
s im p ly overcome them. Br idg et Bard ot. fo r
exam p le , has joined the chorus. Sh e too made
the headlines. Her contribution to the howl of
protest is notable for one thing o nly ... the
distance from which It has come.

And Franz Weber, whoever he is , want s to
buy the lives of the seals and se t up an after­
native in dus try. Howe ver , we suggest that
Newfoundland would far rather earn th eir o wn
doffars honourable at the ice tha n acc ept Mr .
Weber's kind offer of money and b us iness, a
b usiness by the way from which he would ge t
the profit.

There are a few bright spots. So fa r. the
Federal Fisheries people ha ve supported one
of the best policed hunts in the wo rld, as they
should, and have refused to allow the political
pressures applied to overrule common sense
and good management, A bo uque t to Romeo
LeBlanc and his men.

Newfoundland has a long tradition of sealing,
Our men have depended on th e ann ual
migration and the harvest of the pups for par t of
their lives for centuries, and other N ew foun­
dland men, not so fortunate , hav e died at the
ice, in the effort to provide their fam iJies with
the essentials of life. It is especially gaffing to
see them subjected to harrassment of those
who neither know or care anything ab out the
sealer's li ves.

We at Decks Awash wish the sealers of thi s
province to understand clearly our position . We
support a well-run hunt ... and it s hunter s .
fully. We commit ourselves to do afl we ca n to
balance the distorted and a t t imes
deliberately false ... image g iven th e sealers by
the protesters and the internat iona l press. Our
letters column is open to an y sealer who 'd like
to write, giving his side of th e s to ry . A lth ough
we do circulate mainly in Ne wfoundland , ma ny
copies are sent to the Mainland and th e Uni ted
States. We offer you the opportunity to reply to
the pack yapping at your beels it you choose to
do so . .

A safe hunt boys, and bl ood y decks !

Newfoundland
no longer

going to take
outside insuhs
You can insult a man or woman

only so long before they tx-gm 10
fijl;hl back

Since 1966, Brian Dav ies has been
campaigning ag ainstthe seal hun t ,

on the basis th at it is cruelty to
mam mals. Mor e recently Green­
peace, looking for new worlds to
conque r , since whaling and banning
the bomb having gone stale, made
a n e mot iona l tsue of our well­
r egul at ed hunt. And this yea r Franz
Weber, th e sy nthe tic seal sen­
s a t iona lis t decided to jo in in the
fr a y .

None of t hese people have looked
into the fac ts abo ut th e hunt. But all
of them have ga ined world-wide
publicity for th eir effort s. In the
meanti me, Ne wfoundla nde rs , whose

province 's economic picture is
growing steadi ly worse, ha ve to
stand by and list en to peop le who
know none of th e facts ,

In t he past, our se a le r s ha ve been
too busy tr yin g to e a rn a uvtna to
pay much attention to these groups.
But this year , th ey just couldn ' t take
it anymore a nd s tm utra nec us ty,
without prior con sult at ion , g ro ups
beg an to sprout up all ovor the
province whos e sol e purpose wa s
to try a nd in form the world public
just what th e seal hunt means to
Newfoundla nd .



un d e r t he Seal P r o t l' c li o n
Regula ti ons.

Offi ci al op e ning an d clos ing dates
of thi s year's seal ha r ve st h a ve be-en
se t for March 12 a nd April 2·1, hut
federal Fi she ri e s a nd E nv iro n me nt
Minister Rom eo Le Bla nc mdicau-d
e a rlier th a t th e ope ning da le has
been d el ayed , as in 1976, to allow a n
aeri al , ull r a-vi olc t p hoton r-a p hi c
s urvey of t he harp seal pOPUlations.

Each community in the no rth h a s
a craft shop for which th e re sid ents
work during the winter. In the
summer many of the good s a rc sold
to the passengers on the coa st al
boats. Other finished products a re
taken to Happy Va lley and some
duffle footware and baskets wert.'
recently so ld to Holt Renfrew , the
high-class general m er ch andi sin g
store in Montreal. Oth er plans for a ll
of Labrador include work shops on
va r ious types of crafts , includin g
silver smithing and deer sk ins a nd
short seminars on bu sine s s
management and quality control.
Although all articles hav e t ags on
t hem saying " Made in Labrador ."
the Council is now working on ge t­
ting specially designed ta gs for th eir
artic les .

Most of the craft work con si st s of
du ffle work , ca r vings, de erskin
goods and handm ad e b askets. About
200 people are invol ved in the cr aft
association, most of whom a r c
women, and Fran s ays that no 00(.' at
this point makes a full time in come
from their wo rk , but It is a helpful
supplement to an ar e a which off er s
little diversity in terms of em ­
ployment.

Fran settles back into her ch a ir,
thinks of all the work s he has to do
and then realizes th e aft ernoon
session of the conference is about to
begin. She 's off and runni n g ,
wearing her adult ed ucati on ha t thi s
time •

SEALING LI CENCE
The federa l Ftsherte s anrt E n­

vironment Depa rtment nd visr-s a ll
fishermen involved in the 1977 Scat
Harvest that a scaling lice nce is
required .

This licence may be obtained from
any federal fishery o rf tc cr
throughout the province.

Any person found hunting sea ls
without a licence will be prose cut ed

Labrador
crafts on the move

Fran Mcintosh leans back in h~'r
chair, closes he r eyes and says , " I
should be in Cal gary now ." But sbc's
not. She's attending an adull
education Conference in St. John 's
a nd at this point is being interv iewed
about Labrador Crafts.

Fran is a busy gir l. In charge of
Inuit Studies for the Dep a rt m ent. of
Adult Education, she is al so
chairperson of the Labrador Craft
Association. Wearing two hats , she
dashes around Labrador as much a s
the un predictable Labrador Airwa ys
allows. And when no t in Hopedale ,
Nam, Makkovik , Happy Valley or
one of the twenty Labrador com- Fran Mclntosh, chairperson of th e
m un iti es in the Craft Association, Labrador Cr afl Produ cers
she 's attendi ng meetings in Ottawa, Association.
Calgary or St. John's .

She's just one of the many new
breed of Labradorians. F iercely
committed to he r part of the
province, she is doi ng everything
she can to make it a better p lace. A
nurse by train ing, she has also
worked fo r the company of young
Canadians and Secretary of State.
But now Inuit studies and Cr a ft
work take her time.

As chairperson of the Labrador
Craft Producers Association, she is
eager to see Labrador crafts ac ­
cepte d all ove r Canada as being
distinctive works . To achieve that
goal the Craft Counc il was set up in
Mayof 1974. It wasthe first time that
Labrad o r as a whole wa s
represented in one organization.

Much of the Council's work is
funded t hrough t he Provincial­
Fe dera l Native People 's
Ag reement. Unfortunately this
agreement only app lies to northern
Labrador Communities which
means t hat southern Labrador
doe sn ' t get to share in the money ,
wi th the exception of Black Tick le.
This natura lly creates frictio n in trw
craft group. For example, two craft
co-ordinators will be hir ed for
northern La brador, but there is no
mo ney available for co-ordinators
for the south coast. However, the
Craft Council is trying to make
alternative fund ing arrangements
for that a rea . poss ibly t hrough the
Dep artment of Rura l De ve lop m en t.

One such group is in Trinity Ba y .
As we a ll k now , the only Newfoun­
d land seal pla nt is located there, as
are m an y land sm en . However , the
com mo n den om in ator for t his group
is the Tr inity South Development
Associatio n.

T hese men have been meeting
a lmost nig htly for the past se veral
weeks to try and fig ure out how to
co unterattack the likes of Franz
Weber, who ha s a publi c relations
firm in tow and a b ack g round in
journalism.

Starting from scra tc h, they have
begun to understand the world of the
m edi a . T hey have dug up all the
fa ct s they can on the seal hunt and
w hat it m e an s to the economy of
Newfound la nd a nd to our major
ind ustry, t he fis hery. They ha ve
written press re leases putting forth
their point s of view and they ha ve
been wi lli ng to go on r adi o a nd
tel e vis ion to explain how the hunt
affects t heir a rea of t he province.

U nfortu nately, the nationa l media
does not a ppear to be inte r es ted in
t he viewpoint of people whose
livelihood depends on t he seal. Whe n
approached about getting the
seale rs story , CBC's " As It Hap­
pens" said, " We 're sic k of the
su bject" and national papers which
h a ve followed t he moves of Br ian
Davi e s an d Greenpeace said they
weren't interested in the other side.

Nonethe less, the men of Trinity
Bay ke pt meeting . On Februar y 23rd
they pr ep a r ed to meet Fran z weber
at t he St. Jo hn 's Airport. Thev hnd a
bus hired and th e men ar.d wom en
orga nized. But unfortun at ely . Mr .
Web e r ar rived at 5:30 p.rn. instead
of th e reported late ni ght f1i:.;ht a nd
t he m en co uld not leave the ir wor k
early to m ake the hour and a half
jou rney into the city .

How ever , loca l Cue's "Here and
Now" program aired their viewpoint
a long side of F ranz Weber's on
February 24th, and the Evening
Telegram has kept in constant touch
with the group as new strategies
developed. CBC's Fishermen 's
Broadcast has been kee ping the
prov ince well informed of all
deve lopments.

The Trinity group sent a telegram
to St. Anthony voicing their support
of th a t group's work a nd they have
been in touc h w ith the group in
Twillingate who ha ve a lso risen up
in prot e s t aga inst th e emotional
"outsiders". As Deets Awash goes
to p ress, pla ns are be ing made for a
b usloa d of peop le from Trinity Bay
to t a ke time off from work and
travel to St. Anthony when the hunt
opens . Hop efull y , the "wor ld"
repor ters will the n listen to what
Newfou ndland has to say .

-- T his is only one gro up which ha s
sprung up out of the fru s t r a ti on s
over the seal hunt. If outside groups
continue to m ed dle , yo u can be sure
that more g ro ups will make them­
se lves kn own .

---,.---. - ..:----
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Tada,'s headline
400 ,ears ago

Ever since Europeans first came
to Newfoundland, they shared one
com mon interest ,.. the cod fishery.

This tnterost began early with
John Cabot's men claiming to have
caught cod by simply lower-ing
baskets over the side of the ship.
Following Cabot's voyage in 1497,
the Portuguese appeared quickly on
the scene. with Gasper Corte Real
visiting the island in 1501. Three
years later. there are reports of
nshermcn from Britiany and Nor­
mandy fishing the Grand Banks.

The Rev. Lewis Amadeus An­
spach. in his 1827 book. A History of
the Island of Newfoundland quotes a
Dr. Forester's work. "Dr. Forester
informs us that as early as the year
1500, the fishery was carried on by
the Portuguese. Biseanes and
French, as well as other nations on
the Banks of Shallows, and on the
coast to the cast and south of the
island of Newfoundland.

It didn't take long for the fishing
nations of the world to realize that
the fisheries off Newfoundland were
something special. From the early
1500's onwards, men from many
European nations made the annual
voyage to the Newfoundland shores.
In the book Newfoundland, written
by the Rev. M. Harvey and Joseph
Hatton, and published in 1883, the
following information discloses the
growth that had taken place in just
seventy-five years .

"In 1578, some new light is thrown
on the condition of the fisheries, as
Hakluyt gives a letter wrtttento him
by M. Antoine Parkhurst, gen­
tlemen, containing a report on
Newfoundland, in which the writer
says that England had then SOships
engaged in the fishery, but that
France and Spain had each ISO, and
Portugal SOvessels. "

By the time Sir Humphrey Gilbert
visited Newfoundland in 1583, and

formally took possession of the
island for Britain, he reported there
were some thirty-six ships in the
port of St. John's which were
engaged in fishing, with sixteen of
that total being English vessels.

Shortly after the turn of the
century, Lord Bacon, and various
other gentlemen from England,
formed the Company of Planters of
Newfoundland, with the intention of
founding a settlement on the island.
Although his venture failed, Lord
Bacon is reported to have been much
impressed with the potential of the
Newfoundland fishery . Hatton and
Harvey reports that, " Lo r d Bacon,
from his ' knowledge of the value of
fisheries, declared that 'It contains
richer treasures than the mines of
Mexicoor Peru.'"

By 1615, there was other evidence
of the importance attached to the
Newfoundland fishery. The British
Captain Whitbourne, sent to the
island by the Admiralty, found over
170 English vessels prosecuting the
fishery. In 1626, the county of
Devonshire alone sent ISO vessels to
the shores and banks of Newfoun­
dland.

By this time, the English also had
competition in the Newfoundland
fishery particularly from the
French. In 1635, the French agreed
to dry fish in Newfoundland. In 1660,
they founded their own colony on the
island, and that community bears
the name they gave it ... Placentia ..
to this day.

Both nations retained a vital in­
terest in Newfoundland for three
reasons. The first, of course, was its
proximity to the greatest fishing
grounds in the world. The fact that
the island was seen as an entrance
point to what is today Canada, was
of strictly secondary importance.
The fishery also served as a "naval
nursery" for both nations as the sea-

toughened fishermen returned-home
to man the warships.

The Treaty of Utrecht, signed in
1713, finally settled the question of
who owned the island. It set forth the
sovereignty of Britain over the
island of Newfoundland, but the
French did receive some con­
cessions. In Harvey and Hatton's
Newfoundland they are critical of
the continued French presence.
They write-

" Th e French, however, obtained
by the same treaty (of Utrecht)
certain fishing privileges, to which
they have clung tenaciously ever
since (to 1883) and which have
proved to be the source of constant
disputes and greatly retarded the
prosperity of the colony. ,.

By 1698, the colony was becoming
the world's major cod exporter. No
less than 265,198 quintals of cod were
sent to market, with nearly half the
amount caught by planters of the
island.

That there were any residents to
catch fish was something of a minor
miracle in itself. From the very
beginning, the English fish mer­
chants had viciously opposed any
shore-based operation, and this
opposition reached' crisis proper­

'Lions in 1676. In that year, Sir Joshua
Childs, a principle London merchant
connected with the fisheries, exerted
his influence with Charles the
Second, and the result might well
have been the death warrant for the
fledgling colony of Newfoundland.
Charles' decree was nothing less
than blanket permission for the
merchants' agents to root the set­
tlers from the island once and for all.
Harvey and Hatton fairly sputtered
with unscholarly indignation as they
outlined the decree.

"The execution of this barbarous
edict was entrusted to Sir John
Berry, who was commissioned to
proceed to Newfoundland and burn
down every dwelling found standing
upon the island and drive the
inhabitants out."

several factors saved the settlers
from the plague of the West County
merchants. Berry was hesitant in
carrying out his orders, and a John



Downing made representations to
lh e King on bt'half of the beleagured
eotonts te . Charles permitted the
house s to sta nd, and it's likely that
the incr eu ing pre ssu r e toward
set tleme nt by the Fr ench led to the
eventual rela xa tion of the severe
measures Imposed to prevent set ­
tlement .

In a ddition in 1699, the English
p a rli am e nt passed t he First
Newfoundland Act (King Williams'
Act) which sai d the fishing admirals
woul d still rule Newfoundland, but
a lso (a) any fishing premises whi ch
b ad no l been used by English ships
during th e past 15 years could nol be
seized by • West Country risherm an
and ( 2) if • settler or f ish er m an did
not agree with . ru le made by the
fishing ad m ira ls, he cou ld co mp lain
to the c a pta in of a ny Br iti sh wa rs hip
in Newfoundland . Th e se ttlers
believed that na va l offi cers would
a ct more fairly t han fish ing ad ­
mira ls .

But th e pr es su r e to settle did b uild
a nd by th e start of the 1700' s, there
were enough fis hermen living on the
ls land to c at ch ha lf th e cod taken by
Briti sh s ubjects . The French,
however. we re far from idle. and by
1721, they ha d 400 ships fis hing in
Newfoundland waters. Supported by
a syst em of bounties , which was
co pied by th e emerge nt American

­fleet, they gr ew quickly to be th e
hig hline r Ileet on the banks.

The English fleet . la cking
govern ment ass istance , faded .
dr oppe d from abo ut 400 Bri tish ships
In 18iS to a lmos t none in 184.S. In
ad di ti on, co ncessions as hore to th e
F re nc h ha d the practi c al e t tec t of
closing a lmost half of t he is la nd to
E n gli sh settl e me nt. This a ls o
slowed the de vel opmen t of the
colony.

By th e mid 1850' s the British a nd
Newfoundland residents had for ­
saken the Banks and fish ed al m os t
exclusively cl ose to the is la nd and
the coast of Labrador. Th e Banks
did not co me back int o prominence
until many years later.

The spectre of fish shortages du e
to overfishlng was tak en lig htl y .
Harvey a nd Hatton look ed a t th e
que sti on .

" The q uestion ar ises ... ha ve the
li mi ts of t he cod fis hery been
reached? Are there fewer cod In the
wa ter than for m er ly , owi ng to the
he a vy drafts on the pr olific race by
the increasing number of fisher ­
men? There can be no doubt t here
are localities whi ch show sig ns of
exhaustion. either from over fis hing
or other causes, such a s the
destruction of the food of the cod.
Some of the bays , notably Con­
ception Bay, where cod wa s onc e
abundant. are now comparatively

DICKS
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un productive fishin g grounds . Bu t
this exha ustion is confine d to a
li mited a rea, a nd the mor e ex te ns ive
fishing banks along sh or e , a nd the
Grand Banks fa r out at sea , show no
s igns of depletion. The Gre at Banks,
600 m iles in len gth and 200 in
breadt h, the home and br eed in g
ground of the cod. have be en fish ed
for th ree and a half centu r tcs
without sh owin g a ny sy mptoms of a
fa lli n g orr In the qu antities t ak e n .
The en ormous fe cundity of the eod
forbids the id e a of ex ha ust ion : a nd
th e quantities ta ke n by ma n are
infinitesimal when co m pa red to th e
destructi on caused by t he ir na tura l
enemies ... It is diff icult to se c wh y
the Newf ound land fish eri es s hould
ever fall Int o a state of de pletion.
when oth er Briti sh wa te rs with far
heavier drafts , ar e as pr olifi c as
ever ,"

Today , of course, su ch a view is
unrealisti c , as the ne ces sity of the
imposition of a 200-mil e zone prove s .
But with that200-milc zone , pr operly
ut il ized . we may ye t see a n ob ­
servation made by Harve y a nd
Hatton in 1883 sta nd as a pro phecy
for the future .

" In on e dep artment of ind ust r y ,
Newfoundla nd is in adva nce of a ll
the countries . Her cod fis he r ies are
the mo st ex te nsive th e wor ld ha s
ever see n." -

DRA WINGS BY TED DROV ER
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"Stay out of gunshot!"

Two small Fisheries Patrol vessels tiro up in St. Jo hn's - the Goose Bay and
the Garc ia Bay. These bea ts are mainly in vol ved in lhe inshor e pa trol work .

The 200-mBe- , fishing lone.
declared Janua ry 1st. , isn't the first
li m it in history. One of the men in­
vo lved in the battle for the old 12­
mne limit was Pat Antle. former
President of the Newfoundland
Federation of Fishermen. We spoke
with Mr . Antle about the old limits,
the new limit and his lifetime in­
volvement with the Newfoundland
fisheries.

"Well, actually, all down through
the years, we had only the three­
mile limit . I guess that this came
tntc etrect when fishing first started.
At that lime, there were French,
Spanish. Portuguese and English
boats fishing , all fighting with each
othe r . After the English took the fish
(rom the greater part of Newfoun­
d la nd, t hey didn 't want ot he r nations
fis hing her e , in competition with
the m. So t hey said t hat foreign ships
weren't allowed to come inside the
distance of a cannon shot, which was
three miles from the sharp.

"This was later taken as the
fishing limit. and there wasn't much
opposition, as fish was plentiful, and
the inshor-e fishermen could catch
what they wanted inside that ·limit.
Of course. we always had a deep-sea
neet which went to the Grand Banks.
and got the bigger fish ."

Pat Antle, was invo lved wit h the
now defunct New foundland
Federation of F isheries for over
twenty-two yea rs. During t he ti me
he was President, the Federation
made histor y by being the first
orga nization to start campaigning
for a n extended fishing limit. Their
battle started In the mid 1950's.

" T he reason behind the demand
for an extended limit was simple. "
Mr . Antle recalls, " Abo ut that time,

the European dragger Ileet was
tncreestna in size, and they kept
coming closer and closer to our
s hores to fish. They were ta king t he
fish we felt belonged to our ins hore
fishermen. You see. they were
geared to fish anywhere in the
ocean. while the inshore fishermen
were geared to fish only seven or
eight miles offshore at the most,
eonstdermg their small boats. In
those days, of course, ure trap skiff
was the boat almost all men used .
Later, they started to get longliners ,
and that increased th eir mobility to
twenty-Itve to forty miles offshore.

"We never did really get the
twelve-mile limit , despite the fact
that it was declared in the early
sixties. T he question of historic
rights came up, a nd as you kn ow, t he
Frenc h had a treaty with England
from t he old days We always eo n­
tended that the old treaty never held
water , because it wasn't made by a
Newfoundland government, or any
representative of the fishermen. The
treaty that allowed the French boats
to fish right on our shores, and even
land and dry fish on the coast of
Newfoundland , was a treaty bet­
ween France and England .

"The Portuguese, Spanish and
American boats also claimed
his tor ic rights , saying that they had
been fishi ng t he ba nks just as long as
us, a nd lon ge r . That was tr ue in a
se nse , be c au se the P ort ugu e se were
the first fishermen. Anyway, they
said they wouldn't recognize the
t we lve- m ile limit.

"So the twelve-mile limit applied
only to foreign nations who had not
established historic rights in our
waters. They were the East Ger­
mans , West cermans. Soviets and

Pat AnU,.

the Poles. Those were the only four
to whom the twelve-mile limit realiy
a pplied. The rest, as far as I know,
cou ld come within three mile-s of the
shore to fish. and they did so. "

Bu t as of Januar)' 1st., 1977, all
bets on th e old limits are off. With
t he po ssi ble exception of French
boats fi sh in g in t he a rea of St.
Pi erre . a U oth er boats working in­
side t he zce-mne li mit understand
clear ly th a t th ey are fishing in
Canadian territorial waters, and
that's a big change.

While Mr. Antle feels that ex­
tended fisheries jurisdiction is a
move towa rd better times for the
fisherme n, he is skeptical about
many facets of the recently an­
nounced 200-mile limit.

"There are over 100 questions
whic h nobody has answered about
t he 200-mile limit. The first I'd like
to as k is why ICN'AF arranged the
q uot as for this year, when the
Canadian government a nno unced
m ont hs a nd months ago t hat they
were declaring the new limit. It
should have been the Canadian
govern ment. and not ICNAF, who
settles the quotas. .

"The speed with which Canada
gained the acceptance of other
countries for the new limit is
something that torments me and­
makes me suspicious. I know
that these nations didn't want to give
u p their fish ing rights , but they
agreed one after the other, last
sp r ing, that Canada would control
t he wat er s . Now I am beg inni ng to
see th e ligh t . beca use th ose joint
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"They won't be ab le to enforce
that limit 100 percent, there's no
way, says longtiner sk.ipper Nathan
Bau. of BW'Kl!O. "They don't have
the men they need to do it . There's
no way a fisheries officer can 11:0
aboard a foreig n boat, and say
exactly what amount of fish he has
on boa rd. To do that, you'd ha ve to
be fa m ili a r with the boat, know her
carrying capacity and so forth .

"I've heard that there's going to
be roughly 700 foreign boats allowed
inside the limit this year," he con ­
tinued. "Somebody is bound to get
away with something. If we rely on
the good heartedness of the offshore
fis hermen, we know fro m past years
what tha t will be like. The on ly way
we could have total control of the
draggers would be to place a
fisheries officer aboard each boat,
and there's no way they can do that.

"The majority of those foreign
boats tranship the fish they catch to
other boats at sea. They could
tr an sh ip a loa d of fish, and if it was
days befor e this fish ing boat was
c hecked, that fish could be go ne to
ho me country, and who's wiser? "-

"Keep those draggers away!"
fi;;'~~~fe~l~~fl~:y~eW~;:~dl~~: typical to that of most of the men come in a!ld fish, and here 's your
thousands of inshore fishermen with whom we spoke. quota. but It's another thing entirely
scattered around the shoreline of the to make sure that he adheres to that
province. Operating from shore "I think that the limit will even- quota. The foreign boats fish in all
bases, they pursue (ish in trap skiffs tually help restore the fish stocks. to kinds of weather, and I don 't know
and long liners. Their cttorts arc a certain extent. but I think we 'll that our patrol boats will always be
diverse. with some hugging the have to do something else as well. 1 there to make sun' of just what they
coastline, while the scattered man believe there should be another lim it are catching. In what we call bad
with a large longliner will venture to for the inshore men. We should have we-ather and storms, they just fish
the Flemish Cap. at least a iz -mue limit inside of away."

Few seriously dispute that the 2'00- which the dr-agger-s aren't allowed to Mr . Amon is far from alone when
mile limit will eventually assist the operate. he questions the ability of the
Newfoundland fishl'ry. However, it's "You take the spring of the year, Canadian government to police tht>
vitally important that we remember that's when the fish get plentiful extended fishery zone. Virtually to a
that our fishery is made up of two around the tz-mne limit. If the man, the inshore men we spoke with
parts ... the offshore effort, and the draggers can fish there. and that's were skeptic a! about enforcement,
inshore. By far t he la r-ger operatio n what ha ppens every spring, the fis h and several told us that they have
is the inshore sector of t he Indust ry, don't get the chance to come inshore often seen foreign boats oper-ating so
and the limit will affect that at all . In the year's when the close to shore that their lights were
operation as much as it will the weather's good enough to let the plainly visible from the land .
larger boats that work the deep-sea draggers fish there, we don 't get any " So me fellows like you should be
fisht>ry . fish that year. If we don 't get a 12- up around here in the winters, so

None of the inshore men with milt" inshore limit , as well as the 200- that you could see what we 've got to
whom we spo .... e expect the mile limit, I 'd say that the inshore face when we go out fishing in the
declaration of the limit to magically men might as well stay ashore." morning : : says Mr. Amon . "You 'd
solve ali the problems that have long never believe what's going on out
plagued t hem. John Nolan of Mr. aare Dce Hano of Bu r l eo a lso there, We go out about two or three
F r en chman '. Cove holds a n opi nio n fee ls that the limit has the potential in the mo rning, and you should see

to improve the fishery, but he too what we have to go through to It't a
has few kind words for the presence bit of trawl on the ground ."
of dragJil:ers , foreif(1l or Canadian, Another common concern of rhe
close to shore. inshore men is the ability of the

" Yes , we all had the feeling that Canadian enforcement fleet to en ­
the 2'00-mile limit would do a lot of force the foreign quotas that will be
good. We thought that if we got the in effect this year. A common
2OG-mile limit. the toretgners comment was to the effect that it's
wouldn't be allowed on the Burgee one thing to declare a quota, a nd yet
a nd Virg il Banks. We expected the another to ensure that the vessels of
200-mi le limit to ma ke things a little other nations adhere to them.
better, but now we hear that the
foreign boats will be allowed a
certain quota. If they can get a
license they will fish on the Burgee
Bank all winter till tht>y eatch that
quota. We're certainly not going to
get that fish in here. You can only
catch a fis h once. "

WWred Amo n, an l ale aux MON
longli ne r m an , feels that a 200-m ile
limit should be just that .. . a 200-mi le
limit, with foreign boats banned
from fishing inside It.

"I 'd say the limit is a great idea, "
says Mr . Amon, " but I still don 't
like the way it 's going to operate.
T he limit will definitely mean an
improvement for the Newfoundland
fis hery, but you won't see it for this
year, or probably in the ne xt four or

. five years, but it will help even­
tually."

But the continued presence of
foreign boats is somewhat of a
disappointment to Mr . Amon. as it
undoubtedly is to many inshore
fishermen.

"If we've got a 200-mile limit, I
be lieve that we should keep it as a
200-mile limit. But the re's still the
quotas for the rcretan fleet , and it 's
one thing to say "OK, you ean still

fishing ventures are making me
suspicfuus, I have the reeuns that
some under the table arrangements
had been made.

"I'd compare our position with the
200-mile limit to that of a farmer
with a cow . Let's say that cow, fo r
years and years, had a whole lot
more pastureland than she need ed ,
and she kept us well sup plied wit h
butter and milk. Then other ccun­
tries began to raise bigger cows, and
lacking their own pasture. they
started to take over that pastureland
of ours. Because they were 51) much
bigger, they forced our cow in to a
starving position. Her production
fell of( and there was no mo re crea m
or butter.

"Eventually , the politica l
pressure became so severe that the
government saw that something had
to be done, so they decided that
they'd have to get that pasture back
again. If this worked out like many
people thought it would, we'd ha ve
t he pasture back again with in five
years a nd our co w would get fat
again ,

"But we're destroying tall th a t ,
because what we 're doing is givi ng
the cow away to Germany if these
ventures go ahead . The Germans
will get the great bulk of the cream
and the butter, and a few companies
he re in Newfoundland will get a
little. A few plant wor kers will get
jobs, and a po rtion of t he ski mmed
m il k. And the fishermen will be back
where they started ... with nothing."•
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Clarence Hann of Burgeo is
anot he r who Iee ls that en forci ng t he
limit will present proble ms . U past
performance in his area is any thi ng
to judge by, he 's got a good poin t .

" In the last two winters, in thi s
a rea, we 've had foreigners co m ing
inside the t hree- mile limit, a nd it
se e ms tha t no one can stop them . We
were doing good the last t wo winters
and we were getting four to five
thousand pou nds of fish a day . Then
one mor ning we went out , a nd there
were ten or twe lve for e ign boa ts
fis hing right on our grounds , We had
to co me bac k in, because we cou ldn ' t
get roo m to set our tr a wls . Th e
winter befo re last, you could look out
in the nig httime and see t heir lig hts.
They co me r ight in to the island,
since th e re 's no one out t here to
protect us from t hem ."

One fisherman offe red a partial
solution to the problem of patrolli ng
the new limit. John Nolan of French­
man's Cove, fee ls that the Ca na dia n
fis hi ng flee t has a real ro le to pl a y in
surveillance activity .

" I don 't see why Canada ca n 't
patrol th e limit , bec a use th e
Canadia n fishing boa ts shoul d ta ke a

part In th e work as well . U I'm out
there. there 's no reason I ca n' t ca ll
the authorities on th e radi o, a nd
report any forei gn boat who ' s ins ide
th e limit. We got a lot of boa ts
cov e r ing a ll ove r the Grand Bank s ,
so th ere 's no reason t hey ca n' t
wat ch , as well, as the few go ve r n­
ment boats . That wou ld t a ke so me of
th e responsibility off th e go vern­
m en t . a nd it would be mor e
eco no mtea! as well ."

When jo int ventures wer e me n­
tioned, virtually all the me n we
conta cted opposed th e idea . Th e y
fe lt that th e st ocks ar e just sta rt ing
lo ge t a badly needed ch a nce to
recover their former vigo r , an d th e
men qu estioned the wisdo m of le t­
tin g new pr essures be a pplied.
Se veral also had fears that th e lar ge
for ei gn vesse ls would block th e
plants when the y landed th eir c at ­

"chea, and make it im possi ble for
them to sell their ca tc hes .

" T he y ' r e go ing down the
I.abrador, catching the fish , a nd
bringing it to the plant in
Marystown :' s ays Ed Farrell of
lJtUe Bay, th e operator of a thi rt y­
e ig ht foot , trap boat." We land our

catch at the MarystowD plant. When
those big boats come in loaded .
and they can carry some fish .
the y're coming In with 8 or 9 hun­
dred thousand pounds. I think it'U
block up the plant so badly we won't
be able to land our fish ."

Jl' s easy to remember only the
ne gative comments when you
dis cuss an ything , and the fubery is
no exce ptio n. However. most of the
ins ho re men we spoke with were
opti mistic when they looked a few
years down the road. R.A . Haleher
of ao.eBlanche echoed the thoughts
of th e othe r s when he described his
lon g range view of the future of the
inshore fishery .

" In the lut five or six years, the
fi sh ery has gon e downhill. to the
point where only the price we 're
ge tt ing for th e fish is keeping the
fishery a live today. My father and
gra ndf a th e r used to teU us that they
had ba d years too , back in the old
d ay s. I'd say the ma jority of
fishermen don 't expect any big
Improvement for the next five years
or so. But then it will improve, If the
limit Is e nforced and patrolled . And
we 'll see the inshore fishery back lo
the way it was years ago ." .

Trawl.r....'

Fishing harder
to make a good voyage

Deep-sea fishing is nothing new to
New fou nd la n d fish ermen . For
yea rs, th e banking sc hoo ne rs went
offsh ore in sea rc h of fish, a nd the
men who sa iled th em we re seen as a
br eed a pa r t from th e in shore
fish ermen. The ba nk ing sc hoone rs
a re go ne now , but th e modern-day
co unterpa rt , t he tr awl er , ha s

A " Fox class" trewter . the Cape
Neddick, sits idl e dur ing the r ec ent
tre wterme n's strike. With th e 2QQ­

m ile li m i t in ef fec t , boa ts like th ese
will be ever m or e i mporta nt to
Ne wfoundla nd 's offshore f i sh in g
ettort,

assumed a new importance with th e
declaration or tne zec-mlte limit.

" It' s a good move ," says
trawlerman Onalow Tult, "and it
will payoff in the end, But it's no
good to us at aU this year, since It
will just continue th e old ICNA"
agreement. We have to let the old
agreement run out before we can
bring In our own boats."

Another trawlerman, Cbes CrIbb
of Karyltown, says that he 15 far
from s ur e about the effect the 200­
mile limit wUI have. But he is sure of
one thing .. he doesn't like to see
foreign vessels within th e limit.

" I don't think the fish ar e there
th at they say are there." sa ys Mr .
Cr ibb. " So when they sta rt t a lkin g
about g iving away quotas bef ore
Ca na da has e ven taken wh at her
fleet is capable of catching. I don' t
think that's the way it should do it a t
all . I think the y should clos e out the
foreigners for so many yea rs , and
see what fish are there for Ca na dia n
trawlers. If the fish a re there. a nd
the stocks start to build up . th en we
could allow th e foreign boats back
in . That' s the way I thought th ey
were goin g to do it ori gina lly , but
now we 're all ocating Cish to th e

rcretgn fleets, and I really don't
think that there's that many fish
there ."

Both the trawlermen Decks
Awash spoke with were clear on one
point. In the past five or six years,
the boats have had to fish barder
ea c h year to catch the fish needed lo
m ake a good voyage.

" The cat ches are dropping." Ches
Cr ibb explained. "You have to go all
ove r the place to try and scrape up a
few fish . When I first started
working on the trawler five or six
years ago, we 'd fish for ground
n ounder. and if we were short of
fish , we 'd move, and spend the last
few da ys fishing for yellowtail
n oucder. We'd almost be guaran­
teed before we went down lo the area
that we 'd get the yellcwtatls. Now,
th ere a re no yellowtaillo be gotten. .
Th e boa ts down on the yellowtail
grounds now can't come up with
m or e than 500 or 600 pounds a low ."

Both men ag reed that bigger and
more so phisti ca t ed boats are needed
If we are to take full advantage of
th e new fish ing zone . Both also
predicted that bigger boats wUI
m ean longer voyages.

"In order to go so far off, we are
going to have lo have bigger boats: '
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says Mr. Tulk, a six-year veteran
of the trawler fishery. "In order to
get the fish, we'll have to stay out
longer, probably a month at a lime .
We'll need bigger and better
equipped boats to do that."

Ches Cribb foresees possible
problems in getting men to form the
crews for the larger boats, in view of
the fact that the vessels may be
spending up to a month at a time at
sea .

"Someone asked me once if there'd
be any trouble in getting crews for
the boats. I think it's going to be a
job to get the crews in Newfoun­
dland, unless they come with a
better system than they have on the
trawlers now. You'll have to glve the
men more incentive than money to
get them to go for 30 days at a time ,
some sort of recreation . Some boats
now don't even have a radio for the
crew, let alone a T .V. With - no
relaxation, 30 days is a long time to
be at sea ."

Both men saw the recent an ­
nouncement of a joint venture
between Newfoundland and West
German interests as a possible
threat to the development of a
Newfoundland fleet capable of
fishing all the stocks available
within the new zone .

"I'm really upset about this joint
venture," says Ches Cribb. "The
Hamilton Banks is a spawning
ground, so I guess it will affect th e
inshore fishermen more than it will
us. We haven't heard anything about
the joint ventures from the govern­
ment besides what the union has
coaxed out of them. The union is
afraid that we might see the fishing
being done by foreign boats , so that
we wouldn't have to develop a fleet. "

Onslow Tulk was more explicit in
his reaction to join venture.

"I don't think very much of these
joint ventures," he .said. " These
boats will come over with an

agreement for one ye ar . But the y
mi ght be starting small, and plan­
ning to gradua lly work their wa y in .
It might hamper th e de velopment of
a Newfoundland fleet that could
replace the foreign boats . "

Today , trawlcrmen in this
province made what, by som e
standards , is a high wage . Ches
Cribb, who is an eng inee r, made
$20,000 last yea r, while Onslow Tulk
made about $12,000 for just over si x
month's work. That seems like a 10l
of money, but a trawlerman doesn 't
work a 9 to 5 da y . When at sea , a
crewman works eight hours on, four
hours off , a nd is a lso on call during
those off duty hours if needed. A
man may well ha ve to work twelve
to eighteen hours at a stretch. ChI' S
Cribb stands a twelve-hour straight
watch, but must also turn out when
an y equipme nt needs repair. Add to
this the fact that the boats are
usually at sea for ten day s , with a
two -day turnaround , and it suddenly
doesn 't seem like s uch a big wage
after all , Both men claim that if the
pay was computed on an hourly
basi s , it would probably not rea ch
th e minimum wage level for their
shore bound counterparts in the fish
plant. In addition , the wor k is
dangerous , with injuries always
possible.

Both men felt that the settlement
won as the result of the bitter
trawlerman's strike of 1975 was a
turning point for the men who man
the offshore neet.

" The settlement made a big dif­
ference to us, because we ca n be
proud of being tr-awler-men." sa ys
Ches Cribb. "Since 1974, we 'v e
moved a step up the ladder. As fa r as
income goe s, min e has jumped
100% ,"

Both men also agreed on one final
point. Asked if they would urge their
sons to be tr-awlermen. both an­
swered that th ey wouldn't.

"No way!" replied Onslow Tulk.
"I think that I'v e gone through
enough my self, with out putting my
son through the s a m e thin g . The
wages a re good , but you ca n't
change the life. " •

Cashin
cautious
of Ottawa
One of the mo st powerful for ces

active on t he labor and ,i sheril's
scene today is the 10,000 me mber
Newfoundland Fishermen, Food and
Allied Work e r s Union , Un io n
President, Richard Cas hin sp oke
with Decks Awash about the 200­
mile limit , jo in t venture's a nd the
rol e of th e union as a politic a l force'
for change.

" I' ve a lways felt it ' s a hit of a n
oversimplification to reg a r-d the
acquisition of the zoo-mite limit as
the · solution to Newfoundland 's
fisheries problems ," sa ys Rich ard
Cashin, th e pr esid ent of NFFAW,
" The proper management of the
resource is but one of a number of
areas in the fishery that ha ve been
ne glected historically or ignored in
the planning of the fishin g industry .
In fact, there ha s been no reat
planning in the industry , so the 200­
mile limit could in fact be a
disservice as it may give a fal se
sense of se curity with nothing
coming out of it. "

Mr . Cashin is one of the people
who has a ver y real stake in the
current mov e tow ard th e de velop­
ment 01 a stronger fishe ry on t he
east coast of Can ada . His ' 10,000
union members work as fish er-men .
both inshore and in de ep wat er : a nd
as plant workers in the fish han dhng
facilities a round the pro vinc e . The
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livelihood of the union members
depends on a steady supply of fish
and he sees the imp lementation of
the 200-mile zone as a pre-condition
to furt her development. But he's
quick to point out t hat it's not -the
cure-all some people expect it to be.

"The limit is really giving the
Canadian government the op­
portunity to plan the east coast
fis hery in a manner that they didn't
ha ve before. The real challenge now,
to both Canada and Newfoundland is
just what we're going to do with that
resource, and how we' re going to
structure the industry."

Changing the existing structure of
the fisheries is no new experience
for the seven year old union . On
January 2nd. 1975, trawlermen at
various locations around the
province went on strike. and the key
issue in that long labor battle
revolved around the shareman
system of payment. The trawlermen
demanded that they be treated like
other workers and receive wages for
their work.

When the dust settled some
months later, the men went back to
sea, with a ma jor victory won. They
are being paid a certain minimum
per day at sea now, an d the days are
gone of sma ll paychecks that aren't
worth cas hing. Despite claims that
the end of the shareman system
would lead to havoc in the industry,
the companies still seem able to
operate, and trawler-men still
receive a share of the voyage as an
incentive.

With the coming of the zoe-mite
limit, the NFFAW president sees a
need for further involvement by the
province's fishermen at the planning
level, a level traditionally reserved
for the heads of industry and
government.

"I think that the lack of planning
involving the primary producer ...
the fishermen ... and the plant
worker elements has always been
one of the key weaknesses of the
fishing industry," says Mr. Cashin.
"It's also one of the major reasons
that the industry was in the shape it
was. If you look at other areas, the
Scandinavian countries in par­
ticular, where the industry is much
better developed, you'll see that the
society is better organized. This
union is a political force, in the best
sense of the word. We're interested
in the economic, social, and political
life of this province."
Concurrent with the extension of the

limit, Mr. Cashin sees the need for
government to consider other areas
of policy connected with the
Newfoundland fisheries. Control and
management of the resource is only
one of the areas needing attention.
Inshore-oCfshore relationships and
marketing are two other areas.

.. A very key question for
Newfoundland is the rela tionship
between the inshore and offshore
fisheries. In the management of the
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resource, what account will be taken
of the need, social and economic, for
a viable inshore fishery? That's a
very crucia l question, and it's never
been tackled in a str-aightjcrwaed
manner by Ottawa. 1 feel that it's a
real precondition to the further
development of Newfoundlapd, and
there's not much being done about it.

"The second thing we have to do is
rethink our whole approach to
marketing. I believe Newfoundland
should have one single marketing
agency which would be jointly
owned by the province, the industry,
and the fishermen. I think that the
fishermen should catch fish, and the
processors process fish, more or less
as directed by the market.

"One notable change in the system
I propose would be the full
disclosure of all facets of the
operation, as opposed to the secrecy
we have at present. There wouldn't
be the kind of windfall pro fits that
can occur ... and do occur ... in this
business. If there was full
disclosure, there would be more
commonality of interest, and 1 thin k
that's needed."

During the interview Dec b
Awasb suggested to Mr. Cashin that
his union, grown strong in the last
seven years, might well be headed
for the type of political involvement
first demonstrated by the Society of
United Fishermen, headed by Sir
Richard Coaker. Mr. Cashin pointed
out several key diffe rences between
the operation of the two fishermen's
movements.

"I don't see anyt hing like that in
our future. Firstly, the structure of
this union is quite different, and far
more complex. For example, we are
a bargaining union, involved in
active negotiation on behalf of our

LET'S SEE

E zc erp ta fro m apeecb ' by
Romeo LeB lan c to the C.pe
Breton Indu.trt.l · Boud of
Tnde , Sydn e y , N.S., November
15th"lt75.

" Can a dian fishe rmen can
increase their share of the tota l
catch from one-third this year to
one-half in three years time. In
landed value this means a net
gain of 60 million dollars a year,
and this infusion is bound to in­
vigo rate the Atlantic economy."

" ... with extended jurisdictio n,
Canada can move from seven­
teenth place among the fishing
nations of the world to about fifth
place, and from third place in
exports to number one."

"There can be no fishing
banquets to celebrate the coming
of the zone . New Year's Day
marks the end of a long over­
fishing binge."

Richard Cashin

members.
"It is possible that the union, or

people in the union, may become
more active in participant politics in
the future . One of the union's ob­
jectives is to develop a broad base of
leadership. In the case of the Coaker
union. it seems that the union
re volved around one or two people.
Our members have far more par­
ticipation in the union."

¥r. Cashin also believes that the
apparent insensitivity of the
Canadian government to the dif­
fere nt needs of different sections of
the cou ntry may present problems
in the path of Newfoundlanders
making full use of the potential of­
fered by the declaration of the 20().
mile limit.

"I'm reasonably optimistic about
the future when you talk about
fisheries development within the
province, because 1 think the
prov ince can pull itself together a
little bit. But I'm a little pessimistic
about Ottawa's role in the long haul,
because I'm not sure that there's
much sensitivity to our special
needs. That kind of thinking is not
one of their major preoccupations,
because they seem to want the
regions of the country to emulate the
centre. That's a problem, and since
it seems unlikely that we'll get the
type of fisheries approach from
Ottawa that we need, I'm thinking
that we'll have to decentralize more
than we have .

" It ' s possible that we might see
more control of the fisheries
returned to the regions within the
present framework, but there could
be friction between Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia if that happened.
I'm not sure that Ottawa would
discourage such friction if it oc­
curred. For them, playing off one
against the other might become a
way for Ottawa to maintain its
dom ina nce."
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IIlise the boy that catches the fish...II
Joint ventures

Le n Co wley, Regi onal Director of Environment Canad a, and Rom eo
LeBlanc, Federal Minister of the E nv i ronment anno uncing . the 200-mile
lim it.

The following news r-ereese was
issued February 9, 19 77, by The
Fisheries and Marine Service.
Environment Can ad a.

For 1977, the federal government
wiIl approve no joint ventures
between Can adian Bnd foreign
fishing interests in the new 200-rnile
zone that involve foreign capital
in ve s tment , Romeo LeBlanc,
Ministt'r of Fisheries and the En­
vironment said tod ay .

Mr. I ,eBlan c added. however, that
he was pre par ed to continue exi sting
policies which permit expertmentet
projects of no more than one year 's
duration under st rict terms and
conditions to protect the interests of
Canadian fishermen .

The Minister said he was con­
ce m ed about recent press reports
which suggested that the federal
g over nm ent is encouraging foreign
landings which would eventually
displace landings by Canadians.
There was no basis for such claims.

" As 1 have indicated before, 1
have serious reservations about
cooperative arrangements involving
foreign vessels," Mr. LeBlanc said.
"In 1977, [ will not approve sucn
projects unless they clearly are
directed toward development of
Canadian fisheries by Canadi an
fishermen . "

The above statement followed
weeks of heated public debate about
the merits and dangers of "joint
ventures," or cooperative fishing
arrangements , as they are also
called.

Following the announcement of
Canada's 200-mile economic zone on
January 1st of this year, the joint
venture concept quickly grabbed t he
lion 's share of headlines. To some,
the concept struck at the very roots
of the zoo-mile limit .. . those roots
being th e ability of Canadia n
fishe rmen to develop their fis heries
to the point where they cou ld take all
the fish available for harvest in
Canadian waters .

The critics saw the joint ven ture
concept as another method of pe r­
mitting the massive foreign fleets to
penetrate the new zone, with
Newfoundlanders picking up t he
scraps from the table in the form of
a few jobs ashore.

Just what constitutes a joint
venture? Why are they being co n­
sidered at t his time , and what
benefits will co me to Newfoundland
as a result of these cooperative
programs ? Will they help or hinder
the development of the East Coast
Canadian fishing effort ? These , a nd
ot her questions like them, deserve
answers that are calm, reasoned,

a nd r a tion al.
With t he ex tension of Canada's

jurisdic tio n to 200· mile s , t he
Canadia n Itshing industry found
itself in a un iq ue pos ition. After
yea rs when the com petition for
available fish with fore ign nati on s
ha nd icappe d effo r ts a t furthe r
deve lopm en t , the indu str y s ud de n ly
fou nd itself wit h first r ights to mo r e
fis h t han they could d rea m of cat­
chi ng . So the Federal aut hor ities
decided that for eign boats would be
allowed to fish inside our extende d
territorial waters, until suc h ti m e as
the Canadian fleet inc reased it s
catc hing ca pacity . Howeve r , the
Ca nadian flee t st ill had fir st c ha nc e ,
as th e quota of fish ass igne d to
for e ign fleet s wou ld be the a m ount
le ft over a fte r t he Canadia n fleet ha d
fully utilized its catching ca pac ity.

So t he Ca nad ia n fl e et was
assigne d quot a s . Howe ver, t here
we re ele me nts of the fishe ry 'tn
whic h we canno t at the pr e sen t tim e
take out q uot a . A good exam ple is
t he Hamilton Bank cod fi sh e ry,
carried on in ice -infes ted wa te rs. 1ft
beca me ob viou s th a t we wou ld not
be a ble to catch the cod outse lves,
as we lac ke d both th e boa ts a nd t he
expertise needed to operate under
s uc h co nditions.

Ot her nati on s, howe ver, ha ve
bot h t he eq uipme nt a nd t he skill
needed . The West Germans, a m ong

ot hers, ha ve fish ed those waters fo r
years. So, a fter a pr olonged period
of ne goti ati on , t he formal a n­
nou ncemen t of the fi r st cooperative
fish ing ve nture was m ade on Feb. 9,
1977 (See box for assessme nt
criteria) .

The firs t of the new co-o pe ra tive
fis hing arrange ments will see t he
We st Germans ta ke 6,000 metric
tons of cod fro m the Ha milton
Ba nks . That amoun t is pa rt of th e
Ca nadian quota for that a rea, but
it's a pa rt of the quota we ha ven 't a
hop e in he ll of catching wit h ou r
present fl eet .

" I am prepare d to pe rmit so me
sm a ll scale landings of cod ca ug ht
by fore ign ve sse ls fr om th e northern
cod sto ck out of th e par t of th e Tot al
Allowa ble Ca tc h rese rved fo r
Ca na da whic h will not be ta ke n by
Ca nadian fishermen ," said Mr .
Le Blanc. " In a dd it ion to p ro vid ing
va lua b le assessme nt dat a , s uc h
la ndi ngs would ha ve a n ad de d
s pino ff be nefit of pro viding on shore
e m ploy me nt in plants in a yea r whe n
jo bs are critically sho rt in some
a reas."

The s ix th ousand tons pe r m itted.
unde r t he fir st of the coopera tiv e
fish ing arra nge ments will be landed
a t p la n ts ope ra ted by F ishery
Products and Ocea n Ha r vest e r s, in a
se mi-p rocessed fo r m. T h e
New foun dla nd pla nts will do fu rt her



.ICKS
AWASH
processing as they will skin, bone
and free ze fish, which will then be
resold to th e West German com­
panies.

There a re se veral benefits to
Newfoundland plants which will be
taking part in th e joint venture.

DENNIS MON ROE
The most immediate benefit is

jobs for the plant workers . Dennis
Monroe, the president of Fishery
Products, is no stranger to joint,
venture s, as his company has bee n
involved in several fishe ry e x­
periments in vol ving foreign vessels,
and he sees the new arrangement
providing perhaps 300 add itiona l
jobs for a period of some months.
However, he points out that the jobs
g ained are by no means the key
objective. '

"We don 't want jo int ventures just
for t he sake of jobs as hore," Mr .
Monroe stated. " The vent ure m ust
add a new dimension to the
Canadian fishery . There's ab­
solutely no way that this fis h is goi ng
to be caught . .. or that we'll be a ble
to get the knowledge of how to catch
it unless we begin learning
through joint ventures .

" Our company has been doing
exactly the same thing for years , bu t
it was called by another na me, a nd it
didn't arouse, the level of interes t
that the present situation has at ­
tracted. We ha ve had the Japanese
whale catchers coming in her e In the
past. We had no knowledge of
whaling when we started, so we go t
someone to come in , a nd we learnt
quickly from them. Last year , we
had Icelandic seiners catching
capeun . and we learned a lot about
eapelln fishing, roe recovery, and so
on. That project was very sue­
cessrut. as we cut through about six
years of technology in those field s .
In both Norway and Ice la nd, the
eapelin has put a new face on t he
fishery. It 's a huge fis hery, wit h
landings for capelin totalling the
landings for g ro undfi sh , and wor th
about half as much as th e ground
fishery ."

The Fishery Products operation is
an example of an existing "joint
venture" which has worked ou t we ll,
in that the company has been a ble to
study the technology an d
mana gement techniques, needed to
exotott the capelin resource.

DAVE MOOR ES
The other Newfoundla nd com pa ny

which will take part in the first of
the new experimental cooperative
fishing a rrangements is Ocean
Harvesters, which operate plants in
Harbour Grace, and Port de Grave
and a buying station at Old Perlican.
Unlike Fishery Products , whic h
draws 70 percent of their fis h
requirements from their flee t of
thirty-four modern trawlers, Ocean
Harvesters is totally dependent on
ins hore fishermen for their fish
supply . Dave Moores , th e
~perations' manager for Ocea n
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Harveste r-s, exp lai ned a littl e of the
ba ck gr ound which led to th e ex­
perim e nt a l cooperati ve fis h ing
arra ngements between his compan y
an d t he West Germans.

"The Germans and th e peop le we
are dealing wit h want a s m uch fish
in 1977, a nd hopefully in th e fu t ur e ,
as th ey had befor e . The y ha ve the
popula t ion a nd the infrastructu r e ,
th e pl a nt s ne ed ed , and everyth ing
el se, but th ey still need this fi sh for
p r o c e s sin g . So t hey're bein g
re ali sti c, a nd , they are coming to
co m pa nies in Ca nada and th e y 'r e
s ay ing 'Loo k, you have this 200-m ile
limit, that's re a lity , and we a ccept
that. We signed agreements wit h
yo ur fede ral government indi cati ng
that we will coo perate, and abide by
what you're t rying to do . But we still
ha ve t hese ships, and we still ha ve
th e need for th a t fish, and you st ill
ha ve the plants, and you have people
you wa nt to put to work in thos e
pla nt s . So is the re anyway we ca n
ge t toget her on this thing?'

" Looki ng at <t he agreeme n t
s im plis tically, t hat's ju st wha t 's
bein g done . The fish will be ca ugh t
by Ge r ma n shi ps in the Far North ,
a nd t hey' ll be taking the share of th e
Ca na d ian quot a which we don 't hav e
th e ships to catch right now .

"Perhap s we'll ha ve the ships to
catch th e fis h by 1980, but we ha ve
bills to pa y, people to e mploy, and a n
op era tion to kee p via ble right now ,
whil e th e fish stocks come back.

" If t his operation can contribut e
250 or 300 thousand dollars in wage s
to the pl a nt workers in th e Ha r bour
Gra ce a r e a , we ha ve to sei ze t he
opportunity . That fish is under quot a
to Ca na da r ight now , but we don 't
hav e the sh ips to catch it . So th e
West Germa ns will catch it for us ,
we 'll do th e processing, and the n
we 'll return it to them. 1 wa nt to
ha ve Ca nadian ships and Can ad ia n
fi sh ermen, but we must survive ..Th e
pl an t s must survive , and th e pla nt
worker s m ust be ab le to get wor k , or
else we 'll lose them , as th e y m ove

a~,~Y. would say the coo perati ve
venture concept is just a br id ge
me a s ur e , until we have th e ships and
ex pe rtise to do the c at ching out ­
sel ve s, but time will tell . J ust
recently, t he re was a st atemen t in
th e pa pe r attributed to t he
p r e sid ent of the largest fi shi ng
co m pa ny in Ca nada. Th e article said
th at Ca na da must acquir e 500 new
t ra wle rs to be ab le to catch the fish
now bein g taken by foreign vessels .
500 t rawler s -at five million doll a r s
each ... an average cost .. . tot a ls 2
bill ion, 500 million worth of capit al.
whi ch is a lot of risk capital.

" As a co unt ry living in th e wor ld
co mmunity, and being a t rading
co untry, Ca nada must be abl e to
catch wh at e ver fish is avail ab le , a nd
deli ver it to t he world market s . If ,
for exa mp le, the fish on the con -

tine ntal lihelf. represents food to,
say 100 mi llion peo ple around the
wor ld, th en the fish eva uame under
the qu ot a syste m for harvest must
be ta ken in order to feed those
peopl e. "

In a wor ld starved for prutein,
th at ' s a powerful argument, and one
whi ch would be difficult to counter.
P rov ided that the health of the
stocks is ma intained or improved,
th e su rplus fish available for the
t aki ng probably ought to be shared
with th e other nations of the world.

No fis hery can overnight develop
the soph istication needed to exploit
the m a ri ne resources now available
to t he Ca nadian fleet. Special sh ips
are needed to utilize the Hamilton
Ba nk s stock, vessels that are
st rengthened so that they can
op e r a te in the ice which covers
m uch of the area at th is time of the
ye a r. Spe ci ali zed fishing gear and
tech n iques cu rrently being- used by
nati ons like West Germany "need
special handli ng , and perhaps the
key objective of the cu rrent joint
ve nt ures is to perrntt our fishing
in du st ry to le a r n new fishing
m ethods .

Then t here's the other side of the
qu esti o n , the need of the
busines sm en to re sea r ch carefully
the cost s involved in building and
ope r a ti ng a fleet simila r to the om's
now working in the area. So the
coope rative venture is also, and
perhap s p r im a r ily , a learning ex­
perien ce for the Canadian industry,
if t he stated position ot the feder-al
government is to be believed.

J ACK MARSJi<\LL
Newfoundlanders, however, are

no t exactly noted for the-total faith
t hey place in the dependability of

'fe de ra l announcements concerning
our fishery. Jack Marshall, the
Member of Parliament for Humber
51. Georges'St. Barbe, is one of those.

"I do n't agree with the joint
ve nture plan ," says the veteran PC
politici a n , whose vocal opposition to
m a ny redcrat programs affecting
Ne wfou ndland has been his Ottawa
tradema r k. -wc fought for a 200­
mil e li m it so that we could make the
most of our resources ourselves. I do
ag ree with Premier Moores that it
will pr ovide some jobs in the short
te rm . But everyone's been
s cr e a m ing that our cod stocks will
be de plete d in five year's. and yet we
a re g iving th(' West Germans part (If
our quota.

" We shou ld have been teaching
our men fis hing techniques and
proce ss ing tech niques over the past
yea rs, to get maximum benefits
fr o m our resources, but we've
a lways given our raw resources to
so meone els e to process, and the
perfect illustration is the fact tha t
we bough t back $120 million dollars
worth of fish las t year, fish caught in
Ca nad ia n waters, a nd processed in
for e ign por ts .



One perfect example is the lump
roe, which nets the Newfoundland
fisherman forty or fifty cents a
pound. We buy that back (rom other
nations as caviar, at $2.50 an ounce,
Another is herring, which we se ll for
two or three or four, cents a pound ,
an d buy it back marinated at abo ut
$1.00 for a two or three ounce bot­
Ue,"
RICHARD CASHIN

Richard Cashin, the President of
the powerful , 10 ,000 me m be r
Newfoundland Fishermen, Food and
Allied Workers Union, balked when
we suggested tha t t he union was
taking a hard line in regard to joint
ventures.

" I thought you were .going to say
that the union was laking a soft
line," Mr. Cashin exclaimed. "We
took a most reasonable. naive line,
based on the belief that reasonable
men can reason together. The un ion
is opposed to joint ventures in the
full sense, that is when ca pital
sharing is invo lved.

"We don't want any more
multinational companies in the
island, and we're adament about
that, but that isn't the issue, because
no one has yet suggested a joint
venture in that sense.

"We are prepared not to oppose a
single pilot project involving
Hamilton Ba nks cod stocks, but it's
a n Important matter, as the
Hamilton Banks are the mother -lode
of the inshore fishery. Therefore, an
a wful lot of Newfoundlanders, in
fact t he vas t majority of fishermen,
wou ld be very happy if there was no
such thing as deep-sea fishing on the
Hamilton Banks.

"We have said that we would not
oppose a joint venture, but that lack
of opposition is based on certa in
things happe ning, and cer ta in ob­
jectives be ing met. We wan t a
gua rantee that we will be able to
pa rticipate in the decision making
process. What's upsetting us at the
present time is the fact that Otta wa
... who appeared to have no interest
in joint ventures, and who approved
in principle the pilot project spon­
sored by the Newfoundland
government subsequently, and
almost overnight, is now certainly
on the verge of approving three or
four other joint ventures on that cod
stock, all of which are of a com­
mercial nature. We, of cou rse, op­
pose that, because we haven't done
the scientific research needed to
answer the questions I raised ea rlier
about the relationship between the
offshore and inshore fisher ies .

"And finally, the big object to
these other joint ventures is the fact
that they are nothing but com­
mercial ventures and not part of an
overall development pla n. If there is
an overall plan, and the re are rules
and objectives, then this union is
prepared to look at it. But this union
does oppose, and will contin ue to
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oppose the very negative kind of
short term approach that govern­
me nts have used in the past."
"On first glance, it seems strange

that the union which represents fish
plant workers would look askance at
any proposal which is likely to mean
more work .. . and more pay ... for
that segment of the union's mem ­
bership. We asked Mr. Cashin if he
could exp lain the union's reasons for
the caution they have shown in this
regard ."

"I'll tell the answer to that," he
shot bac k. "Unlike a great many
people in Newfoundland, and many
of those who assume leadership
ro les , we do not perceive ourselves
to be prostitutes. What we're in­
terested in is the eomphrehensive
development of the industry in
which the ultimate objective will be
to ensure that we catch, we process ,
and we market our own fish . We
have to structure our own industry
so th a t these things can be done.
That's where the concern about joint
ventures lies. If these things can fall
in to place as part of an overall
developme nt policy which involves
the government, industry and the
uni on, th en we're prepared to take
our part.

"It's our distrust of those in
government, who have done so much
to earn th a t distrust , and those in the
com pa nies, that makes us con­
ce rn ed. As long as they don't see the
kind of development we need, we
a re n't going to be bought for a few
jobs for today.

"Right now, we're getting more
'involved than ever in the develop­
ment of a comprehensive plan for
overall development of the
fis heries, and that's absolutely
necessary if the zco-mue limit is to
be full y utilized in the best interests
of the people of this province."

AU things cons idered, it seems
like ly that joint ventures. in one
for m or another, are a part of the
ne w shape of offshore fisheries for
so me time to come. The benefits are
many... the opportunity to study the
equi pment, techniques and
opereuonat methods of those nations
whose fishery is far more advanced
th an ours. Then there is . the
breathing space while the industry
tr ies to raise the staggering amounts
of ca pital needed to modernize. And
lastly these are the fringe benefits of
mo re . jobs and stabilized plant
operations. But all this points to a
period when New foundlanders,
traditionally proud of their fishing
skills, must decide to learn from
foreigners the tricks needed to
compete offshore. However that
pe riod must be kept short, lest
familiarity with the sight of foreign
vessels feeding Newfoundland
plants leads to acceptance of this as
a no rmal business practice.
Defen de nce on foreign boats could
be a hard hab it to break.

And the dangers or rather
possible dangers of becoming
dependent on that same foreign
catching presence is clearly un­
derstood .

The lack of hard scientific an ­
swers to the questions raised con­
cerning the relation between the
Hamilton Banks stock and the in­
shore fishery makes it imperative
that we pursue that information with
everything at our command. Inshore
cannot be aUowed to suffer for off-
shore benefits. .

And the distrust of Ottawa's
motives and reactions in the whole
fisheries situation is nothing new in
this province. We need a clear
commitment from all three points of
the fisheries triangle ... the govern­
ment, industry, and the union ... to
develop our own catching and
processing capacity as soon as It is
technically and financially possible .

On FebrolJ)' 9th, the federal
flaherie. authoritiu announced
the tint of the co-operative fishing
arrangementIJ to be approved for
un. year. the approv al of th1a
arrangement wu cODtiDseDt OD
it'a meeting a aet of alaeaSmeD!
criteria, which are reprinted
below. These lame regulations
wm apply to aD applicaUona for
"jatot veDture," for which ap­
oroval is soughL

Criteria
for assessment
Any proposal for a commercial

operation whether involving char­
tering or any other arrangement: •

(1 ) should contain elements of
value to the management regime,
e .g. acquisition of desirable
technology or expertise , the ex­
ploitation of a new or under-utilized
resource, or the development of a
new product;

(2 ) should achieve its aim in the
most advantageous manner for the
fishermen and fishing industry of
Canada;

(3) must utilize resources that
would not otherwise be taken by
Canadians, given the restraints of
sound management and national
quota allocations, and other in­
ternational agreements:

(4) should be for a specified period
of not 10nger than a year;

(5) all vessels and plants must
comply with Canadian acts and
regulations, both those administered
by OOW, and those administered by
other federal government depart­
ments (MOT, Health and weuare.
Customs and Immig ration and
National Revenue):
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(6) mu st not compromise Canada's
po si tion internation ally ei ther within
fis heries co mmissions or in ge ne ra l ;

(1 ) shou ld be co mneubic with
regional ne ed s ;

(8 ) mus t not inYOlve.the expenditu re
of any publi c fu nd s on equipme nt , on
plant. on mrraa uucture re .g . ha rbour
fac ilitie s o r wa ter s upply ), o r in the
event of anrloss o rc lalm ;

{9 l mu st not adversely affect the
no rmal marke t tng patterns (or
Canadian fis hery products :

(10 ) must qualify for a licence unde r
policies established by regional
lk'e nC'ing authorities:

(1 1) mus t prot e ct the Cana d ian
fisherme n lrom any adverse e ffec t 0 1
landings by vessels ere we d by
nationals 01 other states , particul ar ly
whe re these are paid at a lowe r rat e ;

(l2 ] must be compatible with the
Coastal Fisheries Protec ti o n
Regulations ;

(13 ) must provide lo r the ee­
commodation o f gove rnme nt ob­
servers;

(14 ) must permit publication 0 1

catch and effort data;
(15 ) must pu rc has e aD necessary

available supplies and repairs fro m
Canadian sources .

Furthe rmore, those proposals
involving any arrange ment other than
straighlcha rte ring;

(16) mu st be compatible with the
Canadian foreign ownership policy
de fine d in the Foreign mYestment
Review Act and as may be developed
within the Fisheries and Marine
Se rvice;

(17) should not normally inwlve
ope raling subs id ies for the vessels or
any s imilar jncenuve grant;

(18 ) must utilize Canadian labow
and inve stment both ashore and
aBo at to an optimum level to be
determined in each case . •

Regional Director
of Environment Canada speales out

" T he fact that the whole Law of
t he Sea happened meant that the
mentality of the world st a rted to
re ali ze that someone had be tte r
st art to co nt rol the sea or eventually
th ey would eat each other out of
hou se and hom e ."

That ' s as co ncise a wr ap-u p on t he
impetus beh in d the ne w zoo-mue
zone as it's possi ble to m ak e , And
the m an m aking it. Len Cowley, Is
ce rt a inly in a position to assess
what's happenin g wit h the fi sh
stock s off our coast. With th e new
zon e in eff ec t, Mr , Cow ley, Regfnn al
Direct or for th e F is ht' r ies an d
Marine Environment Ca na da, head s
the department which will be the
m ain enforcem ent agency for th e
new regulations .

"We ar e a part of Environment
Ca n ada," s aid Mr . Cowley, " Wit h
the com ing of th e new zone, our
bud get is Increasing. For sur­
veillan ce , for e xa m ple, we hav e a n
additiona l four milli on do lla r s th is
yea r , a nd we ha ve co mmitments
from the De partm en t of Nationa l
Defen se and t he Mini s tr y of Tran­
sport , who 'll be usi ng their own
r esou r ce s to help us , T he Dep art­
ment of Nationa l Def e ns e , for
e xample , is g iv ing us the use of
twelve destr oyer s on th e east coast,
th e Ir oquois on th e South Coast , a nd
th ey 'll a lso be doln lt da ily sev en or
e igh t T r acke r aircraft flilt hts fr o m
St . John' s . In a dd itio n to t his he lp ,
th e boats in our waters mu st now
re port their positions to us ,"

T he co m ing of th e ne w zone won't
m e an a total cha nge in ope rations
for th is yea r , as Ca na da has ag reed
to opera te under the 1976 ICNAF se t
quo tas for the fi rst year of t he zones
ex is ten ce . That will cha nll:e next
ye ar .

" Sta rting in 1978, Ca nada will
d et ermme thl' quo tas. But we a ren't
de aling with ICNAF inside th e zone
for 1977. even though we a re us ing
th e quot as se t by ICNAF la st yea r .
F or 1977, it ' s a Ca na dian operation."

The even tual fate of ICNAF will be
d iscu ssed in the ne ar fu ture . With
Canada now fir m ly in co ntro l of
a bout 85 pe r cen t of the co nti ne ntal
shelf off our eastern sho res. there
may still be a role of ICN A I" to play
In th e areas t hat lie outside the 200­
mil e zo ne . The Flemis h Ca p a nd th e
so uth edge of the Grand Ba nks, lie
outside the limit. In the case of th e
edge of th e Ba nks, especia lly, th e
flatfi sh , cod a nd capelin wa nde r
back and forth over the bou nd ry
lin e . It appears likely that co nt rols
in th is area will ta ke the form of
bil at e r a l agreements, sho uld th e
La .. of th e Sea Confe re nce fa il to
r eso lv e the m .

Canada admits to one weak apo t In
the who le l OO- m i l e zo ne
pr ep ara tions , and that 's th e criti ca l
a r ea of r ese a rch . Pa rt of this in­
for m a ti on proble m arose as th e

result of having each ICNAF
scientist representing his own
country. With the coming of the new
syst e m. the pooling of all of t hat
co m piled research will come to an
end.

" In the future, we 'll be doing our
own research , as will the foreign
nations," Mr . Cowley explai ned.
" Howe ver , one of the stipulations is
that we will have observers on th e
foreign research vessels, if we
choose to do so . They'll also be
required to submit to us a ny sa m­
pling data that we need , T he
scientific community wou ld still be
open to arguments by other scien­
tists, but we'll be making the fin al
decisions , T he big difference now is
that we have t he ri g ht to put ob­
servers of foreign vessels to ge t t he
required sampling data for a nalysis ,
In addition, our scient if ic
capabilities on this coast will be
considerably increased in 1977. We
have an additional 74 man-years
available for research, and a n
additional six million dollars to
spend In that area." One man yea r
represents one person working full
time for a year, but a man ye ar
might be made up of four part ti me
students working three month s
each.

"The fact that the stoc ks were In a
depleted sta te: has been demo n­
s tr a ted more through research than
In any other way . You cannot fool
the scientific community forever .
You m ay fool them to a certain
point, but there's a point at whlcb
the biological sampling system will
show that the stocks are in trouble.
Th e sy ste m depends on things like
fish age. growth, length, weight and
50 forth , and if anything starts to go
off track, we a re fairly certain that
ou r scientists will pick up quickly .
They'll know that there's something
wrong ."

Keeping track of what's hap­
pening in close to a half million
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square miles of ocean is an awesome
task. However, the new reporting
and licensing systems will make this
work considerably easier.

"We now know exactly what ships
are fishing in our waters. where the y
are located. what they are fishing
for , at any given time . The)' arc
required to report to us on a regular­
basis. Ev e ry nation that has a
li cen se to fish out there has had to
first submit a fishing plan to us ,
telling us the quotas they have for
1977, the number of fish they plan to
catch, and the number of vessels
they plan on using. If we think they
need on ly ten boats, instead of

twenty, we then ten them that. We
issue a license to each boat. and the
license indicates where and how
they will be allowed to catch those
rish . They must report to us both on
e nte r ing and leaving the zone . In the
mearmme, we have the rrght at any
time to request that any vessel come
to a spectnc point to submit to in­
spection. or even come in to port. At
the same ume. we'll also be
c a r r ying cut boardings at sea. and
it' s ou r intention to board each
foreign vessel four times a year. We
will probably have violations that we
won 't catch, but not very many.

"The thing you have to remember

IS that for 1977 the number o f Ioreian
vessels permjtted to fish inside the
zone will be down to about 700, which
is a eonsteerabte drop from 1971-72,
when the total orten went ever 2,000
for the year. So 700 vessels ..sttt be a
lot easter to patrol, especially when
you recall that we won 't have to
search for them anymore, since tht'y
are oblit(l'd to keep us informed of
their positions."

Those tempted to cheat on the new
rules face stiff and discouraging
treatment when eaught, but Mr .
Cowley is confident that Canada will
be fair, stiff, but fair . •

Walter Carter,

Federal policies can be fr~stratinl

Canada has no weight
says P.C. heavyweight

"It's difficult to be the Provincial
Minister of Fis heries," says Walter
Ca rter , the m an who presently fills
t hat jo b. "There's an overlapping of
jurisdiction in fisheries, and I think
tha t the province should be given
more responsibility in this a c a. We
are on the spot here, and we know
wha t's going on in the province. I
say this wit h great respect for the
fed er al fishe ri es peo ple in the
p r ov ince . but it sometimes burns
m e to th ink that a lot of decisions

John Crosbie is the newest
heavyweight on the federal scene.
Long recognized as the power
be hind the Newfoundland throne, he
fin all y decided to pit his intc llectua l
and politica l clout against the
standa rd Ottawa heavies, such as
Don Jamieson.

As a former p ro vinci al minister of
fisheries. John Crosbie's biggest
co ncern regarding the zeo-mue limit
is "does Canada have the muscle to
ad mi nister the limit effectively? "
He feel s th a t Canada is proceed ing
wit h implementing the limit very
carefully so as to not upset anyone.
"Canada can't t hrow her weight
around because she hasn't got the
wt"ight," he says, adding , "Canada
wa nts the for e ig n nations to
r e cogn ize ou r authority volun­
t a ri ly ."

Howev er , he poi nts out that the
opposition is "going to be ham­
me r ing in Ottawa on t his 200-mile
limit to St"Cthat it is administered as
strongly as it can be . Whenever we
hear of inadequacies, we are going
to be ze roing in on that and how
effec tive the e nforcement is. As far
as t he zee-m ue limit is concerned,

about the future of the fisheries are
still being made 1,500 miles inland,
in an office building in Ottawa or
Hull. "

Walter Carter is one man who
kn ows where Ottawa is. Formerly a
Newfoundland PC !.(ember of
Par-liament for some years, he now
holds the portfolio of Minister of
Ffsnertes in the Moores Ad"
ministration, and he rinds that t he
mixed jurisdiction over the fisheries

Ca nada is groping timidly towards
achieving that goal. And that is one
of the weaknesses of the situation,
but it is an improvement over the
past."

Mr . Crosbie is optimistic only in
the sense that the limit is a start. He
does not think there will be much
immediate improvement but that in
five years one should be able to tell
whether Canada is on the rili:ht track
or not.

The arrangements with St.' Pierre
and Miquelon and wit h the Unitcd
States are one of his biggest con­
cerns . "We have been pressing the
liberals for months on St. Pierre and
Miquelon and on the United Statcs.
We have to find out what's hap­
pening and what the arrangements
are going to be ."

As for ICNAF's role in t he past, he
does not think it as useless as do
some of his counterpa rts in Nova
Scotia . " If there wasn't that kind of
regulation, there would be no quotas
and people would be doing what they
Uke. ICNAF has built up a whole
body of information that wasn't
there before, but it was not effective
in preserving the fish stocks and

... with Ottawa responsible for mu ch
of the policy that shapes the fis her y
... a frustration.

"For example" says Mr . Carter.
"we talk about the need to Increase
our catching effort, and replenish
our longliner neet. We encourage
our fishermen to enlarge the ir boats,
get bigger and better vessels. At the
same time, we cannot guara ntee
the m that they'll be able to get a
licence for that larger vessel,
because of the licensing of .......

that's why we have the ~mile

limit. "
When Crosbie was interviewed,

the question of whet her foreign s hips
should have to come into port to
collect their licences was a bip' bone
of contention . It has since died down,
no doubt for the very reasons that
Crosbie felt it was a non issue. "It 's
not necessary for ships to call in
here," he said, " a s long as they have
the information. It's just mo re
bus ine ss for Ca na da, that's all."

As for understanding the zcc-rntte
limit, Mr. Crosbie said that few
people have really talked about it .
He added , "The captain of one of the
fishery trawlers said the Depart­
ment of Ftsbertes never ta lked to
them about what the regulations
s hould be, how It should operate and
wh a t ' s practical. This cap tain didn 't
thi nk it was going to be effective and
he didn't think the Russians are
going to observe it . He says the
people who know all about it . those
on trawlers, were never consulted."

But lest Crosbie sound like a
complete case of sour grapes, he did
end his inte r vie w by say ing, "It's
hard to be critica l of them (t he
libera ls) because they have a lot of
problems to deal with and we are not
a big world giant like tbe U.S.A . The
U.S.A . has it a lot easier because
they are just going to say what they
are doing and others will fall into

~::'c~at~:e~~Sd~thdeO::~~~~: it giVi



Gaultois reopens,
but hard times ahead

vessels is controlled by Ottawa . A lot
of the thinleS we do. and would like to
do, are contingent on the attitudes
and policies that will be adopted by
Ottawa."

In one area of policy , however,
Mr . Carter finds himself in full
accord with -. his federal coun­
terparts. Calling the declaration of
Canada's 200-mile fishing zone "one
of the most important events in the
history of Newfoundland, he sees the
new lim it as the salvation of more
than just the fishery in this province.

"Without the zco-mue limit, I don't
think the fishery would have lasted
much longer," Mr. Carter said. " if
the fishing industry had died, much
of our Newfoundland way of life
would neve died with It. There are
probably two or three hundred
communities In Newfoundland
which depend on the fishery for their
existence."

Mr . Carter sees the pressure
applied by Newfoundlanders In the
past few years as the key to
Canada 's decision to Implement the
limit. He set's the current position of
Ca na da on the question of limits as a
pronounced change in attitude from
the position they were taking not too
long ago.

"Ottawa had no choice. If you
check Hansard (the record of debate
in the House of Commons), you'll
find that 12 months ago even our own
Minister of External Affairs, Don
Jamieson, was making speeches in
the House which almost ridiculed
those who were calling for a ZOO-mile
limit. The Prime Minister himself
felt at one point that Canada would
not run the risk of a war by the

The Lake operation at Gaultois
has reopened as of February 19th . ,
following a shutdown of several
weeks. The plant was the ffrst of the
south coast's redfish dependent
plants to close as the result of
management restrictions imposed
by the Canadian government on the
Gulf redfish stocks.

Caught with old side trawlers

Both the sovret Union and
South America have announced
their intentions of declaring a~
mile fishing zone around their
shores . The Soviet decree
establisht'd the fishing limit as a
"temporary" measures, pending
the outcome of the next United
Nations Law of the sea Con­
ference .
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declaration of a 2'00-mile limit. But
due to the amount of pressure ap­
plied, most of It fmm Newfound­
landers, and the obvious need for
the limit, they finally decided to go
along with the idea."

While pressure from the
Newfoundland public and industry
has been instrumental in getting the
limit, making full use of the resource
elatmed will be another matter. Mr.
Carter sees government, both
federal and provincial, paying a key
role in the development needed .

"It's probable that government
involvement in fisheries financing
will have to grow initially" the
minister said. "but I think we should
work toward the time when there
will be no need for subsidies . Cer­
tainly we should have a long hard
look at some of the subsidies we're
paying now .IUke the idea of having
maybe just one subsidy, which
would be tied directly to the price of
fish .

"Let the fishermen determine
what their costs are, and what price
they need for the fish if they are to
m a ke a living. Then let the
processors determine their costs,
and what they can afford to pay,
given the state of the market. If
there's a gap between what the
fishermerr-need a nd what the
processors can afford to pay, the
subsidy could cover that gap, with
the payment going direct to the
processors.

"There's no r ea son why the
fishermen should be expected to
subsidize the fishing Ind ustr y when
the prices in th e American market
a re down. The price fis hermen

lacking the versatility to diversify
into other species in other areas,
several companies on the province's
south coast claim that they have
been bit bard by the new
regulations.

"Basically, our south coast plants,
including Ramea and Burgeo,
operate on side trawler catches: '
says Margaret Lake. the president
of John Penney and Sons. "As a
result, they are very dependant on
redfish catches. Last year, the
redfish quotas were dosed until the
end of the spawning season. and then
placed under restrictions for the
balance of the fishing season."

Harold Lake, of the Lake Groups
of Companies. admil.s that closing
the Gaultoi. operation was in part an
attempt to pressure the federal
authorities to re-examine the
position of the south coast planl.s.

receive goes down. but their costs
don't do that. By the same token.
you can't expect the processors to
subsidize the fishery either. The
Canadian government must
determine just what the industry is
worth to them, and be prepared to
provide the necessary subsidies to
ensure that the fishermen will get a
price that gives him a chance to earn
a decent living . The processors musl
also be helped, to ensure that their
operations remain viable."

Mr . Carter sees Doe reaUy en­
couraging trend in the province's
fishery at the present time. There's
hard evidence that the younger men
are once again taking to the sea .

" Our loan board people teU me
that between 1m and 1916, the
average age for applicants for boat
ronstructioh assistance has dropped
ten years. It's gone from 405 to 35, and
U's especially obvious in sections of
the province where the fishermen
are becoming more professional
that young men are seeing that a
good fisherman can make an above
average income.

"There are a number of things
happening now that make me
believe that 1977 will mark the
beginning of an exciting new
challpnging era for the fishing in­
dustry. I'm extremely optimistic
about the future. Given proper
planning and proper management.
the fishery can provide a good way
of life for a large number of
Newfoundlanders. The future
prospects for the industry are ex­
cellent, and the next three or four
years should be the most exciting
the Newfoundland fishery has ever
seen."

"Unfortunately, we were alone in
closing down our plant. If three or
four plants had closed down. it would
have given us a stronger voice.
However, the decision to reopen
Gaullois was a business decision. We
were starting to lose some men from
the trawler crews and the fishing
had picked up. In addition. the
weather had improved somewhat
and some adjustments had been
made to the program. We still hope
to get further adjustments, and
possibly some renumeration for the
side trawlers , if the catches are
low ."

Additionally, the company now
has a backlog of directed trips for
redfish . The trips missed during the
month of January may be carried
over inlo succeeding months. and
Mr . Lake estimated that they have
about five directed trips still to be
used from the period of shutdown.

The centre of the problem ... the
redflsh . .. has undergone severe
depletion in the last five years.
Added to that depletion. there's the
fact that redfish take almost rwsce
as long to mature as do many other
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