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Sawmill ooorstors in Old
Shop convert a tree into
ma rketable timber



_---- Introduction _

111this ;m" uv rrlum 10 our regular series on Nt'wfoundland communu ies. Originally. toe had p lan ned to
l'ijit all thl' ('011l11l10l;li,5 in 1M old political district a/Trinity South , but as 1.ISUllI, we wert CTVtT'1yambitious. Plus
WI' wtr, u-iUwul lh, servicesof our editorfar several wt'th , and so S~ communities uierenot visued. H owever,
th" are not lil t ollt.ln.d will be inciuded infWUTt tditionJ o/IN magazim .

Aft lwughlM[uhrry seems todominau misissue, it urwttMwlwlr story in T riniIJSouth. We haveotJur stories
about fa rmers. town clerks, senior cil ium. and IN Womn!'s Institut e.

Our bad and front s«tian is bulgi ng with inf ormatio n for consumtT'$, several stories about ear lier days in
.\'t'U101uulland. nnvs on crafts and 1Mfuhnies.
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Cooling uriitand haulout
facilities DleeJed for Hermitage

Do wn around Hermitagtre just
about ev ery bod y fishes . Anlld with
good re ason - there are ly.,wo fish
plants operating , one in \ nearby
Ga ultois, which caters to tl.h e off­
shore fishery and a smalleer new
plant in Hermita ge , Seaawater
Products , which caters to I the in­
s ho re fishery .

Before Seawater Producljls was
est ablished, the inshore nsbvermen.
which number between 50-600. sold
to the Gaultois plant. About , 5 or ~

years ago. these inshore Iishnermen
decid ed to form a Ftsbeermen 'a
Committee to ensure that the ey were
not being taken advantage of , by th e
fi sh plant.

Guy Herritt of Sandyville ~ is the.
Head of th e Fishermen's comemtttee
in the Hermitage area. He saxys , "we
form ed th e Committee to hanildle our.
own problems and to provtd e , a little.
protect ion . We don't have t re gular.
m eetings in the sum mer, bu t ,t we dO)
in th e wint er . We get toge vtner to,
di scuss wha t we need, whtlat ap-,
pro ech to t ak e with gover emn ent .
etc." '

On e of the major concernss of th~

Co m m ittee is the lack of a prope r,
cooling uni t . Because the fish'lermen ~

who operate primarily Iror m traJ1
boa t s , us e mo stly trawl, theeY ofte~

find after they hav e baited 1 up tha lt
the weather is too rough for J fishing
Th ey then ha ve to leave their I freshl~

bait ed tr awl until better """"eathe lt
co mes along . Says Mr. Herri~tt, "W~

pa y Bea pound for squid for b.,ait, am (
If thi s is left out in certal in tern
pee atures, after a coupl e of daa ys , it '~

going to rot. We have a com.lmunit~

st ag e that was built a bout l J5 yean,
ago. It ha sn 't been used ver)'y mucb ,
so it 's in good condition , an <td we're,
hoping to put two cooling uni tts in on flc
e nd of the st age. "

Another problem facing these
ye ar-round fishermen is lack of
haul-up fa cilities . Mr . Herritt fur­
ther explains the problem, "The
onl y thing we c a n do with our
lon gliners , and there are about 10 in
the area , is to go to certain beaches
along the shore line where there's
small g r a vel, push the boats in at
high tide, and when th e tide falls,
work on the boats. I have a SO'
lon gliner- and it 's hard to get at. A
proper slope is needed and a e-rect
fall in the tide .

"The nearest haul-out is in For­
tune and th at 's hardly near. If it's
engine trouble , we have to be towed
there. The y 'v e spe nt a lot of money
on haul-outs all around Newfoun­
dland - some of them have cost $1
million, but we 'd be happy with
something that would cost less than
a quarter of a million.

" If we have a problem with a disel
engine, we have to do the work
ourselves . A lot of times, if you have
to work on the propeller or the
rudder, it 's under water, and this is
very difficult. "

Fishing is gr owing in the area and
a lot of youn ger men are entering'
into th e industry . These are the ones
who a r e getting involved with larger
bo ats.

Ac cording to Guy Herritt, the
id eal boat size for his shores is 38
feet . He say s , " th e big boats used in
Fortune a nd Grand Bank are
operated by four or fiv e men, but in
our area , reg ardless of size , the boat
is operated by only two men."

One ge ts th e feeling , when talking
with Mr . Herr-itt, that all these
problems and aims mean nothing
unless fi sh ing c an become accepted
as an I m p o r t a n t , re spected
profession , a nd fishermen are

thought of as important contributors
to the Newfoundland economy.
Emphasis on quality control Is one
answer to this problem Mr . Herritt
feels and with quality control, will
come, hopefully, a better price.

"In Iceland at the moment,"
states Mr. Herritt, "the inshore
fishermen go to the same markets in
the United States as we do, and they
get as high as 3ot-354! per pound for
cod fish. In Harbour Breton at the
moment, they are selling cod for
10YSt per pound. Since Newfoun­
dland has been a fishing colony all
its life , I really can't understand
why fishermen have to sell fish for
the lowest prices."

However , despite all these
problems, fishing off Hermitage was
good this year. It was not a hard
winter, frost-wise, and the water
did not become really cold. Mr .
Herritt thinks this warmer water
might have helped keep the fish
around the south west part of the
coast, and he feels plants, such as
seawater, are getting an excellent
quality fish because the fish caught
is brought to the plant the same day,
whereas the draggers are out for as
long as 14 days. "Even though their
fish is iced, it cannot be as fresh ," he
says.

Mr. Herr-itt has one last parting
word in this regard, "Walter Carter
has proposed a 5O-mile limit for
draggers , and I think this is going to
be needed, because in the last couple
of years, a lot of emphasis has been
put on the d ragger fleet In
Newfoundland, but 1 don't think they
should forget about the inshore
fishermen. Over the past years the
inshore fis hermen definitely bring in
the best product that can be brought
in ..

Small1est fish plant in Nfld,
Reprinted from the March 17, 1977
Lssue of The Foghorn

t.e sr.ten. fishermen in \ Pool 's
Cove, F ortune Bay , cc a ll e d
Wall ace Rob erts of Sea awater
P rod uc ts, Hermita ge, and I asked
him if he would come colle(ect any
fish they c a ug ht. People < were
fi shing on good da ys in thhe fall
and winter months in their ( spare
ti m e . T he y had e noug h tin me off
wint er work to catch fish bout not
e noug h time to split and saltlt it .

W all y Roberts told ,1 the
fi sh crmen that the amount t of fish
involved would not wean-ant
regu la r trips . But he askedd local

fish erman Ken Marshall what he
would think of processing the fish
on demand over the winter
months a nd Ken agreed to do it .

The fi sh ermen 's stage in Pool's
Cov e is being used a s Ken splits
and salts the sa lta ble fish and
puts non-saltable species on ice .
The latter are picked up once a
week when deliveries of bait, ice
and salt a r e m ade from Her­
mitag e .

Sin ce th e " pl a nt" has become
a va il a ble, the number of dories
going out ha s increased . Ken has
split 1,200 pounds of fish some
days and 7 -10 ,000 pounds a week.

One do ry went out on a cool day in
early February and Ken had
about three hours of work,
processing some 400 pounds of
fish .
. seawater Products' plant in

Belleoram, and the consequent
fish collecting facilities in the
area, should be in operation
come spring. Ken feels the plant
will do "alright, a good job ." In
the meantime he Is, in his own
words, " g iving the fishermen a
help," working whenever they
bring fish in. When catches
become more plentiful and the
weather warmer, Ken wUl be ou t
in the Bay with the rest of the m.



change . When the her rin g roe is
landed at the wha rf , it is put into
brine for 36 hours. It is then taken
from th e br-ine and put on to the
filleting lines. The rest is done
manually . The plan tworkers ext rac t
the roe , put it on the conveyor belt ,
put it into more br ine and then sort it
and package it . It is this type of
intensive fish inll: that brings in lhe
money to the fisher men.

In addition to her r ing roe, anot her
product Newfoundland should be
looking at more, according to Mr.
Greeley, is lump fish roe . Righ t now
it is bein g proc essed in Cooks
Harbour on the Norlher n Peninsula
and in Wesleyville . Fortune and the
Southern Shore are also being looked
at for lump fish roe processing. The
markets for thIs roe are in Scan­
danavia.

Besides changing the type of
llshlng, in Newfoundland boats will
also have to change if the province is
to have a modern fishery . Dave
Greeley backs up what the
Newfoundland fishermen said about
the 65' steel British Columbia boaU
which have the ca pacity to hold
220,000 pounds of fish as compared
with our 90,000pound capacity on the
same length boat s. Mr. Greeley
says, "I am not exa ggerating when 1

. say you can eat off the floors . On
our longliners the fishermen have to
sit on benches to eat. But on the
British Columbia boats, they have
leather upholster·y . The boat s are
also built in a lu m in um and
fiberglass. Althou gh the fishermen
get the same 35 percen t federal
subsidy, they hav e to pa y the going
rate and arrange their own finan­
cing, but the difference is that they
get a higher pr ice for their fish and
they fish • longer season. If our
fishermen can get th at type of boat ,
then they, too, can fish a longer
season."

The life expec tan cy of these boats
is double that of a wooden boat. And
while it would be difficult for
Newfoundland boat builders to
convert to steel boats, Mr. Greeley
reports that British Columbia boat
builders have converted to
aluminum with minima l trouble
because bas icall y ' the same

:~~~~t~tthi:t s~~~~'al ~tihe~~~~~~
boats be built to see how they work
out. Alumi num boats should also be
tested.

several Newfoundlanders have
gone to British Columbia to try their
luck at fishing . One such man is Leo
Tarrent of Lawn who has been there
12 years and owns his own boat.
According to Mr. Greeley he has
been very su cc essful. Another
Newfoundlander reported that he
had grossed $28,000dollars and was
complaining ahou t all the income
tax he had to pay .

Herring roe, lump fish roe,
and a ne. Ifpe of boat

Five Newfoundland fishermen
along with four gov er nme nt officials
recently vis it ed British Columbia to
look at it s fishing industry. It was
an eye open er for all concerned
because th e British Columbia
fishermen is a well paid independent
businessman who ean afford to take
long vacations in the south when the
fish aren't running . In addition, the
fleet from wh ich the men fish an'
mode rn well equipped steel
longliners.

Lester Perr en of Port de Grave
who went to B.C. reports. "The
British Columbia fishermen came
together, fought together and stayed
together so they could receive the
prices they are getting now. We are

20-30 yean behind them." Mr,
Petten add. that uDle.. the
Newfoundland Us berm en get
together, they are never going to
lam the independence or respect
that the British Columbia fishermen
have obtained.

Dave Greeley of the Provincial
Fisheries Department agrees and
adds that a whole new concept in
fishing has to be introduced into the
Province. He lives the example of
herring and emphasizes that in
Newfoundland, fishermen are not
fishing for protein, but for dollars,
and the best way to get dollars from
herring is to go alter the roe fishery,
because it creates more em­
ployment and a greater return.

In British Columbia, the fisher­
men accept the word of the scientists ­
that the herring can not be caught
until the roe Is right for catching.
Mr . Greeley explains further ,

"There they have various areas open
different times of the month . These
areas can be open anywhere from 1$
minutes to 6 hours . Every Japanese
company that Is buying roe, sends a
technician over from Japan. He is
always out on the water testing the
fish. II he finds that the roe is 8
percent of the fish's weight, he says
not to fish it. As it approaches 12
percent, he gets together with the
scientists and says 'tomorrow it will
be 12 percent, but since there is only
a certain quota on that fish and there
are a larger number of boats in­
volved, the boats can only fish one
haUhour."

Dave Greeley adds . "We took our
fishermen over to Queen Charlotte
Islands where the herring roe
fishery opened at 6 a.m. It was an
area about the stee of St. John's
Harbour and there were ISOseining
boats there. It closed at 2 p.m . and
1,000tons of herring were taken."

This approach to fishing Is
radically diUerent from the ap­
proach Newfoundland has been
taking, However, if Newfoundland
took this approach. the actual
method~ would not have to

But the important point to
remember is that British Columbia
is a large. well populated, wealthy
province. They have a lot of man ­
power and a lot of expertise upon
which they can draw. They have
engineers, electronic experts and
naval architects. Newfoundland
doesn't even have an Independent
naval architect. Comparing our
fishery to British Columbia's is like
comparing apples to oranges, but
there is no doubt that we can learn a
great deal from their approach to
the fisheries.

Box 999
Gr~t.in«. to con.umers .. eerever you

a re . By the time you receive this Issue ,
Spring should be .prung, the bird i. ri s
and we willbe wonderingwhere the grass
15 - hopefully comlnl out from under the
snow.

Tbe Minister of Consumer AU.lrs &:
Environment, Honounble A.J. Murphy,
bas luued a prell release concerning a
potential fire hazard with 22" Inltant On
Colour TV Mts made by RCA .nd
WelUnlbouM approximately five (SJ
yea .. alO. RCA model numbers are CCC
followed by three digits in the eoo .ertel,
t.e. CCC&U. welUnlbouse model num·
bert CTZ31or CX242. Owne .. of Mts with
theM numbers are advts.ed to Ih1ft the
Instant On switch at the back of the let to
the master on polition Ind contact the
eervtee alent for a free modltlcation. Mr.
Frank Ryan, Provincial Fire Com­
missioner, Slid that al a .dety meuure
ALL In.tant on TV letl Ihould be un­
plugged when not in use. Further tn­
formation from lOy of our three offices ­
Sl. John'. 737·2600; Grand F.lIl 489-S771;
CornerBrook639-9111.

Since the last Issue of thil maln-Ine,
our ~partment, in conjunction with the
Federal and Municipal Governmenll, bal
opened a Conlumer Help Office In City
Hall. St . JoIio'. . Mayor Wyatt has
provtded facWUel free of charge, and
ltaff from lbe Federal office of Conlumer
and Corporate Aftain .nd tM Provincial
Department of Ccnsumer Albin .nd
Envlrooment are manning lbe office on •
daUy bUil, Monday to Friday t a.m. to S
p.rn. The phone Dumber Is 737-3999.
Consumer Aftaira Officers will be
av.iI.ble to assllt con.umers with
marketplace probll:'ms and provide in­
tormeucn on consumer durables, such IS
new aod used can, mobile borne. and
appllancl:'s.

I'm lure many of you have houle
plants, .nd they accumulate grime as
mucb as household furnishlngl do. You
Ihould remove this griml:' 10 the planu
cao breathe better. Every couple of
weeka, put Imall plaots in thl:' kitchen
link and .pray them .. ith tepid .ater. For
larger plants, fit ao aluminum foil collar
around the topsoil .nd put them under the
shower. If the plant iI difficult to move
lenOy, lponge the leav ... with damp IOn
cloth or p.per towel. For dirty .pots, use
a mild IO'P. DOtdetergent. When cleaning
your planU, examine them for Pl'stJ .nd
plantdlseuel.

Published under the authority of the
Minister of Consumer Aftain and En­
vironment, the Honourable A.J . Murphy.



Makkovik needs longliners
and collector boats

Toby Anderson of Makkovik, Labrador.

Toby Anderson is a fisherman
from Makkovik. t.ebreaor. In this
edited interview he talks about the
fishing in his area and its problems
and successes.

'There are about 30 fishermen in
our area and I would say about 75 or
80 percent are under 30 years old.
They are down as young as 17 or 18
years old.

"We all fish for salmon because
there isn't anything else around.
Right now our season is only about
nine weeks long and all our fish goes
to the small fish plant in Makkovik.
which is operated by the Labrador
Services Division. It employs about
28 people during the fishing season.

"We started out 2 years ago, and
everybody had 25 horsepower
motor-s. but sometimes you have to
travel a long ways and you have to
bring ice for the fish and the small
motors are no good. We have to have
from 35 to 50 horsepower for our 16­
18 foot boats.

"There are no subsidies for motor
boats. Everything the fishermen
get, they have to get themselves.

"Right now we are thinking of
longliners. We are trying to get some
support from the government for the
longliner business. We now only
have a fishing season from 7 to 9
weeks, but with the longliner we
could extend our season at least 6
weeks.

"If they extend the length of the
weeks of unemployment insurance.
from 8 to 12. there is going to be a lot
of people in our area that are not
going to be able to get V.I.C. benefits
because there is not that much work
on the go. Right now there is a water
and sewage project going on which
will employ 10 or 12 men all sum­
mer.. That's going to be finished this
year, hopefully. There's a bit of
work going on with the community
council, there is a housing project
and a bit of work to do on the roads
and things like that, but it's all short
work, like a week's worth.

"There are about 80 percent
women working in the plants. We
talked the whole thing over with
Labrador Services and what they
were willing to do is. if you got to
have 12 stamps say next year, they
will pool the men and women in the
plants, even though the fishing
season might be finished, and try
and process a bit of fish.

"The plant in Makkovik covers an
area of about 120 miles. The salmon
plants in Nain and Makkovik send

out collector boats everyday. They
got 5 boats that cover an area of
about 250 miles. The plant in
Makkovik covers from Hopedale to
Cape Harrison. That takes in 70
fishermen.

"We've had the plant for 5 years.
Before that we couldn't sell our fish.
One year we did sell our salmon
fresh to Earle Brothers and before
that we used to salt the salmon.

"The plant was put there by
Labrador Services. It was under the
Department of Rehabilitation and
Recreation, but it's now under Rural
Development. They are operating on
a federal-provincial grant. Rural
Development has the final decisions
about the plant, but after the plant
was operating for two years, we said
why can't the plant be operated
locally because we had been
working there, knew the whole
system and how it worked. We are
now taking a shot at it. This way it
will bring more employment to the
community. The fish plant is
definitely the major employer.
Everyone depends on it.

"We asked three years ago if we
could have some experimenting
done some 18or 2(1 miles off the coast

to find out what fish we did have so
we could get bigger boats and go
after them. Two small stern
draggers came up and checked the
whole area out. They said there was
a fair amount of shrimp and a lot of
turbot. Last year we wanted to use
some longliners to get some turbot,
but we were told that the plant was
too small for turbot and was to ac­
commodate the salmon only. In
order to accommodate the turbot .
they would have to put in new
machinery ... but we're hoping that
can be done.

"They are going into the scallop
fishery up around Nain in small
boats on a small scale. but what they
hope to do there is try and process
some of the scallops in Nain and ship
them out to Goose Bay and also
bring some for the plant in
Makkovik.

"But our biggest problem are the
collector boats. They area real old
boats and it hurts the quality of fish.
What we would like to do is charter
some longliners. The fishermen
would- decide themselves whether
they would rather go fishing or do
charter," •



4 . SPECIAL SECTIOII

Trinity South
Introduction
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Green's Harbour



unemployment rate. Workers whose
skills lie in areas other than fishinl
are able to get Jobs in places such IS
Long Harbour or St. John's.

In some communities, it is still
possible for a man to make a decent
living with a trap boat. Howard told
us that he made "roughly $9,000 ­
19,000 from fishing alone" last yea r,
adding that, " I ean't complain about
the pay." Decb Awub aslr.eod
Howard if he planned to stick with
fishing as a eareer,

"Oh yes. I love fishing, and I love
being out on the water. I always did
from the first day I started. An d
there's another thing ... when I'm
fishing, I'm my own boss. I can get
up when I want and come hom e
whe n I want. 'rhere are a cou ple of
longjmers around which spend most
of their time tied up during the
summer, and that's not for me .
"When I went to get the new trap
boat built, I went to the Fisheries
Loan Board in St . John's, and told
them the size of the boat I wanteod
and what type of engine. They askeod
me who I planned to bave build It,
and I told them that I wanted Rei
King of Shoal Harbour. They told me
to go ahead and get her done, after I
told them what gear I had and so on.
I had to do that to get the loan. I'm
happy with the trap boat. I can stin
make a good living fishing fro m one,
so the 10ngUner is not for me." •

a round fish, with gutted, head-on
fish bringing sc. However, the
fishermen have now formed a local
of the Newfoundland Fishermen,
Food and Allied Workers Union, and
Howard believes that this will bring
prices up this spring.

Low prices aren't the only
disadvantage which Thornlea
fishermen face. The community
lacks a slipway, and th1s makes the
annuai hauling out of the boats very
difficult. Howard points out that the
men must still use green sticks for
rollers, and a crowd of men Is
needed to haul the boats up In the
fall. In addition. a large truck, or a
dozer Is necessary to provide the
power to move the bigger boats.
That kind of treatment doesn't do a
boat's hull any good, especially
when the vessel has soaked up water
over the summer months. There is
another danger in the existing
method of hauling boats up. With a
heavy line under a heavy strain.
there is alway. the possibility of
lines parting, while the men are
tending to it , and a rope that snaps
and strikes a man isn't going to do
anything for his weli being,. either.
The solution to the problem is a
community sllpway, and Howard
suggests that such a facility might
be constructed as a LIP project.

Although only eight men from
Thornlea fish tun-ume. the com­
munlty does not have a high

Thorn/ea fisherman, Howard Smith poses proudly with his spanking new J3.­
foot trap boat.

Howard has been a fisherman for
the past 12 years . Now 27, he started
fishing full time when he was 15, and
he says he's never seen a year when
the fishermen in the Thornlea area
have had a bad catch failure. "My
father was always a fisherman," he
adds, " and he hasn't seen a bad year
since he was at it. We do pretty good
around here."

There are now about thirty-three
families living in Thornlea and eight
men from the community are fishing
full time. Others fish part time and
some of the older boys will fish for
the summer.

"When the children get out of
school for the summer, I hire on one
or two to help me out till school
opens again," Howard says.

Thornlea fishermen are able to get
a little bit of a head start on the
season and the men usually fish
from around the middle of March
until the end of August. They con­
centrate their efforts on cod and
salmon, with the majority of the
catch being sold to Wareham
Brothers in Arnold's Cove. A plant in
Chance Cove also takes some of the
catch from the fishermen.

However, Howard Smith is less
than totally satisfied with the price
he has been getting for his fresh fish.
The going rate in the area is 7~c for

On the day Decb Awa.h visite-d
the Trinity Bay community of
Thorolea , Howard Smith, a Thor­
olea fisherman. was putting the
finishing touches to his spanking
new 33-loot trap boat . He was getting
her ready to launch II little later in
the week .

Built by Reg Kiag of Clarenville.
the new boat will cost Howard about
$12.000 by the time all the costs are
totalled up. Lower costs are only one
of many reasons why Howard likes
the trap skiff over a longllner.

"Besides being too expensive,
long'linera are hard on gear. With my
boat, I can use traps, while the
longliners use gill nels , for the most
part. With a trap boat. you can get
more fish to haul. For example. we
could gel 9,000 or 10,000 pounds on
our first haul, go back home, unload,
go bact to the traps, and haul again.
We can do this 3 or t times a day. If
we were using gill nets .. . let's say
we had 50 nets out ... we'd have to
haul 25 one day and the others the
next day . With the cod traps, you can
keep hauling them all the time."

Trapskiff advantages
outweigh longliners,



DICKS
AWAS.

ERCOimportant industr, to
lorman's Cove-Lonl Cove area

Chapel lrm-Jobs are
ke, to future development

" T he bi ggest asset of th e Nor­
ma n 's cove-Long Cove a rea is th e
(act th at it is close to Lon g Har ­
bou r ," says Town Cle r k , Anit a
Sm ith. "That's where m os l of th e
e mployment in thi s a rea is located .
There ar e a few pri vat ely-owned
businesses whi c h e m ploy a co up le 01
peo ple , but Long Harbour em ploys
about 80 percent of the labor force .
There are a lso four or five fishermen
living here. and a few people wh o
are self-employed.

"I'd say that this is a pretty
pro spe ro us a rea. Most of the people
own their own ho mes and cars.
T here a re probably a fe w peo ple on
unemploym en t ins ura nce at th is
tim e of the yea r. seasona l workers ,
like ca rpen te rs and con st ruc tion
wor kers . bu t I thi nk t ha t the re's
very few rece ivin g socia l assistance,
or a nything like that.'

The Norman 's Cove-Long Cove
area is home to 1,152 people. The
municipality, called Rural District
Council, as there are two com­
munities . combined unde r the one
Council, was incorpora ted as a Loc al
Im provement Dis tr ict in 1971. Full
status as a municipa lity followed in
1974, an d a sev en ma n elec ted
Cou ncil now run the aUairs of th e
tow n. services are ge nerally good,
with one glaring exception.

"We're hoping to ge t water ann
sewage later this year," Mrs . Smith
explained. "This week , we sent
around a petition to all residents,
asking that we be cons idered in thi s
years capital wor ks progra m. You
see, we were pro m ised $400,000 for
water and sewage som e two yea rs
ago, but that was th e year th at th e
anti-inflation program came down,
and our tenders, whic h were sup­
posed to be called in October ot that
year, were deferred. We hoped to get
it last year, but we didn't, so we're
hoping that we'll be included in this
year's budget.

"The water problem is n't as bad
as the sewage prob le m. The Cou nc il
has three artesian wells wh ich se rve
some thirty hom es , and a nother
fou r or so private we lls se rve
a nother 15 or 20. Th ere's no pr oblem
wit h sewage seeping into the wa te r
supply, but there is a rea l pr oble m
with it coming to the surface or the
ground."

The provision nf those needed
services Is apt to be an expe nsi ve
business. A preli minary s tudy done
In 1971 pegged th e cost ot $1.7 milli on

a t tha t ti me, a nd when the ra vages
o{ inflation are taken into con ­
s ideration, it ' s likely that the 1977
figu re will easily top the $2 million
m a rk .

Nor ma n' s Cove-Long Cove have
received some benefits {rom various
governme nt funded projects in the
pa st . A LIP gra nt {our years ag o got
a mu nicip al park project off the
gro und and the Coun ctl wa. able to
co mple te most of the work on the
park itself. The construction o{ a
road to th e park will result {rom a
UP grant to the Lion 's Club this
yea r. Th e Lion 's Club has als o ap­
pli ed {or a Canad a Works Program
to build an outdoor swimming pool ,
and the re cently completed Whit ­
bourne sta dium serves the area
residents as anoth er recreational
ou tle t.

Th er e is a lso inte re st I.n trying to
get a grant {rom th e Federal
Government to pla ce a canal
th rough the bea ch , ope ning Long
Cove P ond up as a well protected
mooring are a {or boats, especially in
sto r my weather , but there Is nothing
concrete on this proposal yet .

The community has a nre truck,
bu t Mrs . Smith says that there
should be a new building constructed
to hou se th e truck . Applica tion was
made und er the Canada Works
P ro gram to bui ld a Counci l office
and a fir e hall this year, but the
a pplic a tio n was la te r cancelled, but
th ey hope to resubmit it in October
when technicalities con cerning the
proposed sit e should be sorted out .

Norm an 's Cove-Long Cove is a
growing com mun ity. Mrs. Smith
s ays that the Council rece ived about
50 building a pplic a tio ns last year,
bu t they have been un abl e to act on
most of them , u a land grant for
Cro wn land to be used for the new
su bd ivision has bee n in the sUngs {or
the last two years. Council is

" I wouldn't say Cbapel Arm is
gro wing as .muc h as it was a few
years ago, " sa id Anne Pow er , the
Town Clerk in Cha pe l Arm. " When
Come by Chance was a big thing, it
seemed that more people were

report ed ly anxious to centr-alize
future development, thus avoiding
the nightmares that accompany
unplanned development.

Counc il had the land involved
surveyed la st year, and tht'Y have
had severa l lett e rs 'from govern­
ment a sk in g them to contact
Newfoundl a n d and Labrador
Housing to see if that body would
help th e a rea. The Council wrote the
agenc y, some time ago, but they
ha ve not yet rece ived a reply . There
is so me s uspicion that Newfoun­
dl and and Labrador Housing's 50
vac ant houses in Come by Chance
may have something to do with the
delay . It seems unli ke ly that thcy'H
be jumping a t the development of a
new sub-divisi on while 50 houses
mold aw ay in nearby Come by
Chance .

Still Mr s . Smith says that the area
is growing , partly because of the
ER CO P hospherous Plant in Long
Harbour. Come by Chance was great
whil e it last ed , but area residents
see m to have little hope that it will
reopen soon. For now, most ot the
area ' s eggs are left aitting in ER­
CO's hands.

.. As long as the Long Harbour
pLant stays he althy, the community
will be O.K .; ' Mrs . Smith reflected.
" R ight now I' ve got about six people
waitl.n g on the Department ot Health
to ins pec t new building lots, and they
plan to start building their homes
this s pr ing, There should be more
coming up du r ing the summer."

Decks A.alb as ked Mrs. Smith
what she sa w hap peni ng if the t:RCO
bubble should bu rst.

"Since Come by Chance closed,
only one or two families have moved
away ," she replied, "but I imagine
m an y mor e would have to go it
a nything happe ned to Long Har­
bou r . Th ere ' s pretty well no other
employm ent available in this an..a,.

se ttling her e , and building new
houses . We used to see a lot ot
building permits , but that's stowed
down of la te. Come by Chance isn't
th at t a r and the men could easH)'

(Conrinued on page lJ)



Anita Smith, Town Clerk serving the people of Norman's Cove and Long
CO Vf'.

WorkinK.
!fives

me
satisfaction

" I' m from Cha pe l Arm. and my
husband comes from Norman's
Cove ," Anit a Smith, the Town Clerk
of Nor ma n 's Cove revealed. " Befor e
I settled her e. I spent four years in
To ronto. and I e nj oyed living lhere.
My husband I came home for a
holiday in April of 1971." Th at
holiday was to pro ve to be the start
of a return ho me fo r the Smith's .

" While we wer-e here. my husband
wen t out to see Ca nada Manpower,
and he found that the prospects of
ge tting a job were quite good . He
m ad e up h is mind that we were
goi ng to co me bac k here to live .
When the vacation was over, we
went back to Toro nto, and s ix we-eks
later we returned to Norman's Cove
to stay.

"When we mov ed down. my
husband got. jo b at Lon g Harbour,
but was later la id ort. He did work at

(Continued fro m page 7 )

li ve here wh ile working at the
r e fin e r y . So the closing of th e
re finery was a real blow to Cha pe l
Arm in that sense, a ltho ug h not too
many from here actually lost jo bs. I
guess that there were s ix or eig ht
men laid off, but that hu rts, be cause
there's no other so urce of new jobs
he r e .

"Employment is the biggest
pr oblem Chapel Ar m fa ce s , and
there is certainly a need for some
kind of via b le industry , but 1 guess
t hat the co m m unity will con tin ue
anyway. The I'.:RCO people at Lon g
Harbo ur are supposed to be puttin g
on an extension, a nd there ha s been
talk of employment for 90 to 100 men
on a permanent bas is , but I a m not
really sure."

A check with ER CO offic ia ls in
Long Harbour revea led that the r e is
ind eed an expansion underway , as
the compa ny re builds one of their
furna ce s . However, it Is not ex­
pe ct ed to me an any permanent
additions to the payroll until
sometime in 1978, a nd the official
said that he cou ld see no more than
ten or twelve pe r ma ne n t jobs being
created at that ti me.

Chapel Arm ha s a population of
dose to 750, an d has been involved
with various for ms of municipal
government since it attained th e

Co me by Cha ne e for s ix months
foll ow ing the layoff , but he was
called back to Long Harbour, a nd
decided to go back with ER CO. Th at
was a luc ky decision."

Anita had wo r ked with th e Royal
Bank d ur ing t he ye a r s sh e s pe nt in
Toronto, and th e ope n ing of Come by
Cha nce indirec tl y ga ve her the
opportunity to get back to work. The
previou s Town Clerk resigned to
accept a pos it ion at the refinery, and
An ita answe red th e a d for th e vacant
positio n. Her a p plic atio n was a c­
ce pted an d s he 's now been on the jo b
close to four yea rs.

'" wo r k from 2:00 p.m . ·5 :00 p.m .
Mon da ys to Fridays an d I'm th e only
paid employee of the Coun d l. The

stat us of a Local Improvement
District in 1971, Chapel Arm got a
Town Counc il in July, 1975, and
norm ally se ven peo ple are elected to
the Co uncil. Howe ver , they a re now
d ow n to six due toone re sign ation.

T he new To wn Co u ncil i s
responsible for pro viding se rv ice s
such as str ee t ligh ting and garbage
collection, a nd t hey also take ca re of
th e tow n's roads. Mrs . Power told us
th at the Council had a lso formed a
Re cr e ation Co m m iss ion la st ye a r ,
whi ch ha s sta rt ed a co m m unit y
pl aygr ound . Th e land is cleared, and
th ey a re ge tling ready to c ut the
m at erial needed for fen cin g . and 50
forth. Efforts to r a ise funds to buy
equipme nt for th e play ground are
underway.

There is no wa te r and sewage
syste m in Chapel Ar m , and there
a ppea rs to be litt le talk about ge tti ng
on e in th e for ese eable future . Mrs .
P ower feels that it will come
ev e nt uall y, when the popu lation
re a ch e s a point which demands such
servic es . .

Once you start talking about Town
Co unc ils, yo u a lso start ta lkin g
about municip a l ta xation. So far, the
Council ha s bee n a ble to pa y iu way.
with a yea rly se rvice fee of S24.00~

Unlike ot he r co mmunities. residents
a re not assessed do g taxes , or-

job involves general bookkeeping
and office work . I keep the books up
to date, se nd out bills and letters,
re ce ive pa ym en ts , and generally
look a ft er th e office.

I e njoy work ing . It is a break from
the routine of my home and working
gives me a sens e of satisfact ion. I
alw ays worked before we moved
back here and 1 got this job shortly
a fte r we mo ved bac k. Besides the
job, I also do a dult education typing
cta es es t wo n ights a wee k, an d I also
take care of a Sund a y School class. I
keep pr etty bU5Y. My husband is a
m ember of th e [jon's Club and I'm
in th e U onettes so you can see that
I'm definitely no t bo red."

vehicle taxes . How e ve r , the town
does sell building permits .

Council has ha d litt le tro ub le
coll ecting the ta xe s they ha ve
levied. Mr s . Power pointed out that
they m a y ha ve to send summons
dem anding pa yme nt to 50 or 60
people each yea r, adding that the
bulk of th ose summons are paid
within a m ont h or two. She said that
perhap s 8 or 10 accounts may give
real trouble each year.

A Catholic el em en tary school in
Chapel Arm se r ves surrounding
centres, such as Lo ng Harbou r,
Belleview and Whit bourne. There Is
no high sch ool in Chapel Arm, and
the c h ild r e n a re bussed to the Lo ng
Harbour school. There is an in­
tegra ted grade school in a nearby
co m m uni ty, whic h serves the non­
Ca tholic popula tion.

Th e close st medical assistance
comes from t he Ma r kla nd Cottage
Hospital near Whit bourne, some ten
miles away . Doct or s , dentists, a nd
ambulan ce service are provided
from th e cottage hospita l, and Mrs.
Power s a id th ere was no evident
dissatisfa ctio n with the set-up.

For Cha pel Arm. jobs are the key
to future de ve lopm ent . Without
them , gro wth and-or stability could
be a long a nd painful process. •



Se a fence' and wharf l ak es shapto in Chapel's Arm.

between $90,000 and $100,000 to put
the breakwater completely around,
like a combined breakwater and
wharf."

Sin ce Co me by Chance closed, Ken
has had difficulties in getting work
himself. He worked at the refinery
as an operator, operating pumps
and, "seeing th at everything was
working right. " He says that he docs
not have a trade, but he did work for
the telephone company for ten
years. where he was employed a' a
line splicer.

" I can't get a job now," Ken
revealed , "not even by going to St.
John's . I checked with t he
Newfoundland Telephone Company
and they say they are over-staffed
this year. J don't see Come by
Chance reopening either. If a young
fellow from here gets a trade, he still
can't get a job , and would probably
have to leave the Island to do so,
unless he 's very lucky. Right DOW J
don't have to leave, because I can
survive here. I wa.s off work for a
whole year, and survived with the
bit of unemployment I got . I could
survive for another couple of yea rs if
I didn't get a cent, but not everyone
is in a position to do that.

"Unless mor-e people go back to
fishing, there's nothing here." .

DI CK.
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aroun d th e harbour. and it is hoped
t ha t the new comm unity wharf will
be a ble to re place them.

"Unless m ore people go back to
fishing, there is nothing here," Ken
ad mitted. "Long Harbour can hire
only so m a ny, and that means youn g
men must leave to try and get jobs
elsewhere. A lot of them go away for
• while. come back, and Jive off the
government for a year, and then go
again. They 're not to blame for
doing this. No one wants to leave his
hom e .

" Th is pro ject is a help, and it will
be good for the community. But it's a
s hort-term thing, and does n't really
put a ny jobs in Chapel Arm in the
long run. T he men don't have
anything to look forward to when we
get this finish ed . People are ex­
peeting more UP projects for this
area, and there are plans for
building a park. That's nice enough,
but it's not a producing industry, and
a park WOD'tcreate any jobs. We are
doing something with this Project,
since the Dew wharf and sea fence
may get mor e people into fishing .
We cou ld do even more if they had a
mind to spend more mone y , so that
we co uld extend the wharf to ac­
co m modate longliners. When we
were pl an ning this , we asked for

The Chapel Arm waterfront area
is getting spruced up through a LIP ·
Small Crafts and Harbours Joint
Project. Project Manager Ken
Warren told DeeD A....sh a bit
about the Project.

"We are constructing a sea fence
and a wharf," he said. "There was
an old sea fence. but you can see that
• new one ill needed. The council
applied for a grant to do the work,
but the application was turned down .
Then we set up • UP Committee.
and we got $50,000from LIP. and an
additional $13.000 from Small CraIb
a nd Harbours, and tha t portion wtll
be used for wharf materials and
har dw ar e. Through the funds sup­
pli ed by LIP. we ha ve been able to
hire the manpower to cut the ti mbe r
we're going to need .

"You can't even really go fishing
from here, " Ken explained,
" be c a u se there's no wharf.
Unemployment among the young
men is high, and there are a lot of
young men working on this Project
who wouldn't have a job this winter
without it . We hope to get about 1
100-foot extension put on the wharf
this year, and that will hel p, but it
will still be good for small boats
only. There's one longliner here, and
a couple of more in Norman's Cove,
that are p re se ntly working out of t he
Dildo-New Harbour area. If there
are adequate wharf facilities, tht"y
could fish from here, and we mig ht
get more men at the fishing."

That would be great for Chapel
Arm , because jobs .. . or the lack of
jobs ... is probably the biggest
problem in the community. Now,
those wishing to fish for a living are
stymied by the lack of facilities. The
sea fence should protect a ba nked
section of shore Ilne, whicb is prone
to washing out, whe re ioca l
fis hermen sto re their equipment. In
addition, th e r e are several pri vat e
wh a r ve s , or stages, scatte red

It's hard
togo
fishing
from
here
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You were your own master
morning, work until dark cutung
and piling a cord and a half of wood.
and get $1.50 for the day's work. Out
of t ha t you had to buy food. so yo u
ended up with about 60t a day,

"Chapel Arm is a fine place to
live. there's lots of good land here.
Years ago I kept cattle and grew my
own vegetables . But today nobody
tries to help themselves, somebody
is giving them what they want.
There was no unemployment in­
surance in those days. The only time
we had anything to do with the
government was when they came
around looking (or votes.

"Years ago we would get some
supplies in Spaniard's Bay and Ne w
Harbour, but sometimes we had to
go as far as St. Jo hn's for them. We
wou ld go to S1. John's by boat in the
spring, fish all summer and sell our
fish to the me rchants in the fall to
pay for the supplies we needed.

"I've always been a fairly good
cook and baker. My mother taught
me to make bread when I was a tittle
boy . I worked at one time on the base
i.n Argenue , on the night shift,
baking bread , pies and cakes for 250
men. I used to cook a lot in the
lumber woods and on the boats when
the cook got seasick. I still bake all
ou r bread today.

" If I h ad my UCe to live over I
would still want thi ngs th e way they
we re years ago . You were your own
master, you owned everything yo u
had, and you were satisfied with it.•

John KwgofChapel Arm is one of(he
best brelJdmakers_anywhere.

Z5 years from a Iongliner in Cape Sl. •
Mary's.

"I had seven boys , two died when
they were young . In those days you
had to work hard to support your
family, but you were contented , it
wasn't like it is now . I worked with
the Reid Newfoundland Railway
Company loading cars with a pick
and shovel for lot an hour, You
wouldn't work for that much today .
It was the same in the lumber woods
- you'd be gone by six o'clock in the

I
~

I
Vietor Butler, our faitbful

CbroIltclea of a Ba7man writer. fa
about to bave an. ftnt boot. the
Little Nor Ea.ter, repubUabed..
0r'tafDall7. broupt out in a Ilmlted
number b7 the Memorial UDtvenll7
Folklore Department, the Little
Nor ~ Ka.ter will DOW be repubUahed.
b7 Breakwater Boob. It .bould be
avanable in all boot .tore. very
.hartly, In addlUoa. IIr, Butler will
be baving a aecoad book pubUabed
called. " 00 Deeb with Victor
Butler," whicb abould. be avanable Most people in the Chapel Cove area have their o wn stages. Waterfront
thla -s>rtna. development may mf"Bn the end a/this type o//acility.



Our fi shermen are
factory workers

Thl blst thing about
Chapil Arm is thl piopil

"The difference between the
Newfoundland and Norwegian
fishery is like the difference between
night and day," says Captain Henry
Mahle of Dildo South. "The whole
structure of the fishery in Norway is
dUferent. Ninety-five percent of the
vessels there are owned by the
fishermen themselves. and they
control the fishery to a greater
extent than they do here.

"In Newfoundland , the big
companies. or monopolies, control
things. I don't think there is goin g to
be any stability in the Newfoundland
fisheries unless the vessels ar e
owned by the fishermen themselves .
And I'm talking about any kind of
boat. even stern trawlers or
draggers. Perhaps four or five men
together could own the boat. I think
you'd see that they would be more
involved in the vessel if they owned
It.

"As things are now , in this area ,
the fishermen are like factory
workers. They get on the company's
boat, go out to work, come back in,
tie up and go home. It's left up to the
company to make sure that
everything is all right. If the men
owned the boat, I think that they 'd
be more interested and take better
care of the ship and the gear .'

For most segments of the

"I moved to Chapel Arm from
MIddle Cove , which is near St .
John's," says Anne Power, who is
now the Town Clerk of Chapel
Arm. "What brought me here ?
Well. I got married, and came to
Chapel Arm a few years ago. and
I don't find it that different from
Middle Cove. Of course, Middle
Cove has changed a lot in the
years since I left, as pe-ople move
out from St. John's. It was a very
close community, with the people
involved with each other. That's
ehangmg now."

Raised near a big city, Mrs.
Power says that she misses the
convenience of being so close to a
major centre. What used to be a
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Newfoundland fishing industry ,
those are fighting words. In thi s
Province, the centuries old tradition
has always re cognized and accepted
the role of the fishing companies .
or fishing merchants in the old days
.. . as the owners of the fish business.
But Captain Mahle, drawing on the
example he has seen at work in his
home country of Norway, feels that
the Scandinavian way of running the
fishery holds valuable lessons for
Newfoundland.

"The fish buyers, the companies,
should stick to fish processing and
not catching," says Captain Mahle~
"In Norway, tfie fishermen are a
highly respected profession and I
guess that they are among the
highest taxpayers in the country .
Bestdesowntna the boats that catch
the fish , the fishermen 's Co­
operatives are a lso active in
marketing, and some even own and
operate capelin factories, which are
run by fishermen ."

With the new 200-mile limit now in
effect, most people in thi s Province
expect a major expansion of the
offshore fleet, as we gear up to take
full advantage of the new fishing
zone. Most of us would expect the big
companies, like Fishery Products.
to be the ones to build the complex
and expensive vesse ls needed for

short run of a few mile"s from
home to go shopping is now a
longish trip on the Trans Canada.
Nonetheless, she feels that "It's
as close for me to shop in St.
John's as anywhere else now,and
the selection of goods is better
there."

About two years ago, an ad
appeared asking for applications
for the vacant position of Town
Clerk, and Mrs. Power applied
for it . Working three afternoons a
week is a welcome break in
routine for Mrs. Power.

"I find the job interesting.
When you have three small
children, as I do, it's a break to
have something different to do a

DICKS
AWASH

Captain Henry Mahle, a native of
Norway. He has adopted Dildo as his
home.

these specialized nsbertes. Decks
Awash asked Captain Mahle how the
concept of fisherman ownership of
the vessels would be possible , given
the enormous costs involved .

"The big companies get their
backing from the government, " he
replied. "The government fin ances
the companies, and then thos e
companies have to go out and hir e a
Newfoundland captain a nd a
Newfoundland crew to opera te the
boat they just built. If that captain is
capable of running that vessel for a
company, then he is capable of doin g

(Continued on page 12J

couple of afternoons a week . And
the extra money helps too ."

Relaxation in Chapel Arm , for
the Powers at least. is likely to
consist of a visit with fri end s , or a
card game in someone's hom e . If
they should like an evening out ,
there's a lounge just down the
road, while a ro-mue drive will
take them to Mooreland's at
Whitbourne . Mrs . Power also
plays in a lady's dart league, and
says that she and her husband
will sometimes drive to St. John' s
in the evening to take in a movie.

Decks Awasb asked Mrs .
Power what she would tell a
friend of hers about Chapel Arm,
if she was trying to convince' her
to move there.

"For one thing, there are good
schools here," she replied. "and
they have a music teacher, a
good gymnasium, and so forth .
But the best thing about Chapel
Arm has to be the people . They're
really nice , and I've liked th em
since I moved here. When I fir st
made the move they were really
friendly to me , and I felt at hom e
inno time."
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Awhale isn't for killing

C~ptlJjn Henry Mahle 's longliner Ires at her winter moorings in Dildo South.

"Dildo isn't really a fishing
community, " say s Captain Henry
Mahle, who is originally fro m
Norw ay. " As you get farther do wn
the Bay , you 'll find mor e fishing
activ ity . A lot of fis h th at com e to the
plants horc come in by t ru ck, eit her
from 51. Mary'S Bay or other place s .
We ha ve fou r dirrerent operations
here ... Newfoundla nd Quic k Fr eeze,
the Fur Farmers Co-op, Arc tic
Fisheries and the Carino Compa ny. I
don't know just how man y peo ple
these four pla nts e mploy , but it ' s
really those pla nts that keep Dildo
alive."

Dildo lies a t th e foot of Trinity
Bay , just a shor t dista nce from the
turnoff at Whitbourne. At one ti me,
it was mink ra nching country , but
dropping prices for pelts, com bined
with rising feed costs, saw the m ink
ranches disappear In the la te sixties.
A ban on whaling in th e ea r ly
seventies a lso had an effect on Dildo.

"I came to the Dildo ar ea when
Captain Iverson started th e wha ling
operation here in Dildo," Ca pta in
Ma hle reca lls . " I came t o
Newfoundland as a whaler , wor king
out of Hawkes Ha rbou r In 1941 .
Capta in Iverson was a Nor wegi an
who got stranded in Newfoundla nd
during the War. It was by acci de nt
that someone fro m St. John' s took
him for a dr ive to see the count ry
around Trinity Bay. He saw the
potential In wha ling and he lat er got
organized on a small scale an d

(Contirwed from page 17)

it for himself and his crew . So
government should fina nce the ship
for the crew, rather than the com­
pany . In this way, the crew would
own the boat, and they' d ge t more of
the proceeds of the voyage. The
government shou ld cut out th e
middle man and put ownership of
the ships in the hands of the people
who use them ."

However, Captain Mahle doesn' t
expect to see these ideas im­
plemented in the near fut ur e.
Stating that it will take twent y yea r s
or more to br eak the compa nies
monopoly , t he capta in pointed to th e
fact that the co -o pe ra tive
movement, on whic h much of the
Norweigan fis heries success is
based , has g row n slow ly i n
Newfoundland. He added th a t the
present struct ure of the Ne wfoun­
dland fisheries, with three or four
big co mpa nies controlling policy to a
large extent, has retarded co­
ope rative growth.

In view of the pr esent fu ror ove r
joint ventures , Dec:ka Awub ask ed
Capta in Mahle If he foresaw th e d ay

started to tak e pothead whales fr om
th ese wat ers ."

At first , the Iver son operation took
. ju st the head of the pothead wha les,
s ince tile head contained an oil
wh ich wa s worth about $5,000 pe r ton
at th at ti me . The oil was sent to
Bel gium for processing an d was
used In airpl ane instruments . It had
th e property of re mai ning una f­
fected by te mperature variatio ns ,
an d hen ce was a pr ized commodity.

But that was a wasteful process

wh en Ne wfoundland would be
red uced to the status of one huge
shore pr ocess ing ope ration with the
plant s bein g fed by " hired gun"
foreig n fle ets .

" I hope th a t won 't happen ," he
replied. " I hope tha t somebody will
see th e light before that happens and
start to get the fishermen the m­
se lves more invo lved in the industry .
As th ings are now, they are like any
fac tory wor ker . They have only a
ce rta in int er est in how muc h they
ca tc h. For th e fishery to be fully
successful, they must hav e interest
a ll the way , and I believe th at
mak ing the fisher men themselve s
own ers of the ir ves sels would have
tha t effect. "

R adic a l views? By today 's
sta nda rds, pro ba bly so. Is Captain
Mahl e a visio nary? Maybe so. But
ther e 's no doubt , give n the sorry
st at e of Ne wfoundla nd's fishin g
Industry tod ay , tha t a ll vie ws mu st
be heard, an d exa mi ned ca re fully,
le st we mi ss the golden opportuni ty
to buil d a new and dynamic fishery ,
wit h th e new 2'00-mile limit as a
bu e .•

and the whalers , 81 they got better
organized, m ad e progre ssively
more use of the potheads. Each
pothead could yie ld a couple of
barrels of blubber and the meat was
soon to be pu t to use _. as mink food .
The meat of a pothead Is rather
coarse, and not genera lly used for
human consumption In North
America . The whalers , however.
also hunted the minke whal es and
that meat did find Its wa y to din ner
tables, es pec ia lly in Norway. With
ships, plants and workers tevotvec
in harvesting th e whales , th in gs
were looking pretty bright for Dild o.

But international pre ssures for
conservation were growing as fast
as the whaling industry . An in ­
ternational meeting , held in
Stockhold in 1969-70 marked the
start of the end of Dild o' s whaling
industry.

" This is whe re th ey sta rted to
work out the ban on whaling,"
Capta in Mahle says, "and I don' t
doubt that they wer e rig ht in re gard
to the big whales , like th e sperm and
Itnbacks . These big whales were
being overhunted, but you have to
remember that there are many
different spe cies of whale s . So
quotas wer e se t, and 1 th ink th a t
they rem ained a t th at level for two
or three years. Th en they wanted to
cut the quot as stiU further . The
com panies said , ' Well, if you cut it
further, our bus iness won't pay , so
pay us off and we 'll just get out of the
business," and that 's what hap.
pened.

" I wa s sort of operating on a small
sca le on my own at the time they bad

(Co"tinu~d onfNllt JJ )
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Awhale isn't for killing

The Seal Hunt
A new publication titled " T he Seal Hunt" was recently r ele a sed by th e

Information Branch, Fisheries and Marine Service, Environment Ca nada.
The 26-page booklet features text by M.e . Mercer, and is illu str a ted by

New foundland artist David Blackwood. It 's a good source of co nc ise in­
formation about the biolo gy and management of the harp an d hood ed se al
he rds , and the Federal policy governing the seal hunt.

Anyone who would lik e to get a copy of this booklet should write to th e
In formation Branch, Fisheries a nd Marine Service, Environment Canada,
6th F loor, 580 Booth Street, Ott awa, Ontario. The postal code is KIA OE6.
There is no charge for the booklet.

The publleaticn does much to dispel many of the myth s whi ch various
protest groups have created over the past few yea rs about the an nua l hu nt .

(Continued from page lj '

the operators meeting in St. John's. I
had two small whalers taking Minke
whales only . 1sold my produce to the
plant, who had their own big boats.
When we sal down to hammer out
the problems. we found that there
was going to be a further ban applied
to all whaling ... minke , potheads.
anything in tbe ocean. So 1 got
caught In the middle. There was no
shortage of rninke whales, which
were the least endangered specie in
the North Atlantic . We didn't even
bother with the potheads. taking
only one or two in a season. We
concentrated on the Minke whales,
and exported the meat to Norway for
hum an consumption ."

Last year Canada was allotted 48
Minke whales under the in­
ternationa l conve ntions . Norway
was allocated 1,790 minke whales, a
figure based on t he previous year's
catch. Canada had only one boat
involved in the whaling effort in
1975. But Captain Mahle sees
possibilities for the future involving
whales.

"In the whaling business, I was
fairly successful , before the ban
forced me out. If we ever ha ve the
chance to open up t he whaling again,
I don't see why we s hou ldn't. They
are a na t ur al resource, which is
dying of old age now, and they
s hould be utilized. We have starving
people in this wor ld, and the ocean is
like a big farm, with thousands and
thousands of tons of meat that could
be used if it was harvested."

Although Captain Ma hle can no
longer hunt whales, he has had a
crac k at find ing just about
everything else in the ocean. He has
scouted Trinity Bay for shrimp a nd
scallop beds. experimenting to see if
any commercial potential exists. He
has collected samples of shrimp, but
says that he wou ld need some kind of
financial backing to continue with
the search.

"I searched th1s Bay for scallops
from Heart' s Content to Sunnyside,
and right up to Smith Sound ," said
Captain Mahle . " T hen I heard that
there was good sca llop fishi ng in St.
Mary's Bay , so 1 rigged the boat out
for scallop fishi ng, and we went
there, and just about all over the
place. We didn't get m uch in the way
of scallops, so we came back ho me
agejn.

"Just before we tied up down
there," Captain Mahle said. pointing
out his front window to the wharf
ne a r the plants, " I said to my crew
that while we had the scallop gear
aboard, we should have a little look
at what's here . So we put down the

gear, and we got sca llops, ri ght in
our front yard , aft er chasing all th e
way up to St. Mary 's Ba y a nd back."

Captain Mahle finds, ho we ve r .
that the government is not pr ep ared
to aid his effort to di ver sify fishing
operations. In th e ea r ly 1950's he
was instrumental in bringin g the
first Danish seine to Ne wfoundla nd.
Working in Fortune Bay , he pr oved
that the rig could be a su cce ss in
Newfound land wat er s , a s is wit­
nessed by th e fact th at about a dozen
South Coast boats are usin g the ge a r
today. Nova Scotian vessels ha ve
also converted to th e Dani sh se ine
and it has met with success there .

Last year , Ca p ta in Mahl e r igged
his 65-foot longliner for Dani sh
seining, at a cos t of about 17 to 18
thousand dollars . He starte d to
experiment in Concept ion Ba y,
trying to find bottom conditions
which would be conducive to th e use
of the Danish rig . Finding th at the
costs of this form of re se arch wa s
getting too high , Ca pta in Mahle
approached the pro v inci al gov e r n­
me nt for assistance , asking t hat
t hey pay his fuel bill s , if nothing
else . Turned down fl at , he was ,
forced to abandon the effort.

Licenses are another sore point
with Captain Mahle. Despite the fa ct
that he has been active in th e fishe ry
all h is life , he is unable to obtain a
trap fis hery licence, or licen ce s to
ex ploit various other fish eries . But
Ca ptain Mahle says that he ' s her e to
stay.

"I lived in B.C . for a number of
years , while involved in the halibut
fishery, and while the climate is
better there, I find Newfoundland to
be such an interesting co un tr y .
Newfoundland is a challenge and I
love a challenging pl ac e . I t houg ht of
going back to Norwa y, where 1 still
have a house and so on , when the
whali ng closed down. That would
ha ve been the easy thing to do .
escape to another country, but I like
it here. "lt's ' more a n emotional
feeling than a nyt hing I can explain .

When I ca me here , I adopted this
country as my hom e a nd when I
adopt anything , I go wholehearted ly
for it . I ha ve a ll my family here now
and we're settled . "

Th es e d a ys , Cap t a in Ma hle
manages to keep bu sy. Possessing a
master's ticket, he ' s qu a lifie d to
handle a variety of vessels. He ha s
made a trip to the Arctic on th e
Arctic Endeavour, do ing research
on the whales he used to hunt. Stints
as a relief captain help , as do tr ips to
deliver new t r awl er s built fo r
Newfoundland co mpa nies in No r­
way .

Last year Ca pta in Mah le went to
the ice on the Arctic Endeavou r. He
de scribed th e vessels firs t meeting
with one of th e protestor s.

"They didn 't int er fe r with us
physically la st year," Ca ptain
Mahle recalled. " We did ru n in to one
women on the ice . Our ca ptain we nt
down to talk to her, in case a ny
trouble might st art. She sa id to him ,
'You like to be a bab y kill e r ' a nd sc
on , and th e ca pta in re plied, 'No
ma 'am, I don 't lik e to be a baby
killer . I'm doin g an hon est days
work to earn a living . Can you say
the same? ' and he wa lked away
from her. That wa s t he only incident
we had."

When asked if th ere was a nyway
the protestors could be stopped,
Captain Mahle replied. " It's just li ke
politics, religion , or whatever. If you
can ripple a ma s siv e enough area,
people are drag ged into it , a nd don 't
even know why t hey a re there . It 's
just be cause it 's the tr end of th e
masses . If you as k them why t hey
are there , they can 't g ive you a
logical answer. I don 't kn o w how to
stop them , but I'm incli ned to t hink
it 's a trend that will ev entua lly fad e
out."

For Captain Mahl e , Dildo, in
Trinity Bay, is now ho me. De spi te
the problems he has enco unte r ed,
like the banning of th e wha le in­
dustry, he's here to stay. . .
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There', no market for poor qualilJ
Earlier this spring, there was public concern about

the prices being paid by Carino fo r pelts. Bernard
Nygaard, General Man ager of Carino, explained his
company's side of the story when Decks Awash spoke
wilhhim.

"The markel situation th is year is not as good as past
markets have been. I can remember. a while back,
when there was all kinds of competition among buyers
for the pelts, and th at mad e for a good market. You
could sell any kind of pe lt In those days, whether it was
wh ile, yellow or even black. But that market has been
getting far mo re di ffic ult, and some years ago we
found th a t we cou ld ge t the higher prices only for the
higher quality pelts.

"When we started ope rating in Newfoundland back
in 1700. we started out paying a fixed price for the pelts,
regardless of quality . The fis hermen would go out, ge t
the pelts, bring th em home , and throw them on the
wharf. Our agen ts would go aro und and buy the m a few
days later, and most of the pel U woul d be in bad sh ape
by the time they re ached the plant.

" Aft er we were Lnoperation for a while , I realized
th at this could not continue. The quality of seal pe lt.
from Ne wfoundla nd was 50 poo r in comparison to those
we got elsewh ere tn the world th at we could not con­
tin ue to pay Newfoundlanders the prices we paid
else where for high quality pelts.

"By 1972 or 1973 I had a lot of he avy pressure from
Norway appUed to me to do some th ing about the
situation . I was called ba ck to Nor way a couple of
times over it , and more or less told to either improve
the pelt quality, or else stop buying landsmen's pelts ,
and concent ra te on running the two ships th at we send
to th e hunt .

"I wan ted to be able to keep buying here, so I got an
arti st and had him make cartoons of the proper way to
h andl e a pelt. Then I started tr av elling. I went around
Newfoundla nd . meeting with the fishermen, and tried
to ex plai n to th em that if the y took ca re of their se als ,

seal Pf'lts IIwalt processing at Carino's Dildo pl ant .

The swilers lire home fro m the ice. The Carin o untoeas
her cargo of pelts In Dildo.

and broulhl the pelt . to us , we would grade them and
pay according to the quaU ty of the pelt.

" Ma ny didn 't like that idea at all, because th ey wer e
used to the 'Oat rate, rega rdless of quality ,' system we
had used before. We started our graded system three
years ago , and some people bro ught in good se als, and
were better paid for them, but we still had a bas ic fixed
price . Some agents were clever and saw and un­
derstood what we were trying to do , and the y did wh at
they could to hel p us get the quality up . Unfortunate ly,
there were others who did n' t give a damn. So thi s year,
we had to fuUiiI the policy we started In 1972or 1973, of
ha ving prices quoted only on delivery to th e pian t, with
no more fixed prices at all.

" Those who were used to giving the pelts pr ope r ca re
had good quality pelts, and welcomed the new sys te m.
They brought the ir seals to the pia nt , but othe r a reas
did not , and they couldn 't accept th e paym ent tied to
the va lue system we now use .

" A public fuss over prices stirted., a nd I had calls
from aU th e radio a nd tel evision stati ons , and the
papers . I didn't like that at all , but we'r e determined to
sti ck with the new system. Those who have good
quality pelts should not be a ve raged. out with those
whose pelt quality is poor . They didn' t both de serve the
same price .

" I biame ourselves for pa rt of th e pr oblem we had in
areas where peit quality was poor . I believe th at these
men a re intelligent, and anxi ous to seU the pe lts , but
we failed. to ge t the message about qu alit y a cross. St ill .
th e old flat rat e is through and our pr ice s wiil be tied to
quality In th e future.

" That's Ca rino's ans wer to th e cha rge tha t we
dropped prices because we a re In a mon opoiy pos ition.
We have had competition over th e yea rs, an d the new
pr ice st ruc ture Is th e result of th e cha nge in m arkets .
We can only pay what we can aHord for th e pe lts. and
there is no market today for poor quality. ,.
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.IhJi nrotests hurt,but

Carino's sticking in therel

The Carino plant in Dildo.

"The protesters have cer tainly
created a lot of difficulties for the
sealers ," Bernard Nygaard, the
General Manager of the Carino
Company 's Newfoundland
operation. told Deeb Awaa b. with a
hint of exasperation. "Maybe they
haven't created as many problems
for us , in the wholesale end , but the
ones they do create make th ings
mo re difficult for the fishermen. We
know approximately what price we
can get for the pelt when we sell it.
and a drop in that wholesale price
will result in a lower price (or the
sealers when we buy the pelts from
th em ."

Bernard Nygaard, is somewhat of \
a worried man these days. With
Carino the only company on the
island t hat's buying pe lts , they found
themselves caught in a crossfire
between the pro testers and the
sealers.

T he protesters international
furore has started to affect the
ma rket for the finished pelts. Mr.
Nygaa rd points out that processed
pelt prices at a recent Copenhagen
auction dropped by 30% over
previous years, while selling was
slow at a recent British auction.
France has banned the import of
seal pelts an d Mr. Nygaad sa id that
this has effectively closed a good
m arket for the seal skins.

The sea lers, on the other hand,
attacked Carino earlier this spring,
clai ming the com pa ny was taking
advantage of their monopoly
position to lower the price of pelts.
Mr . Nygaard defended his com­
pan y' s position by claiming that pelt
quality, not monopoly, was the key
factor in setting the price. Poor pelts
that would fetch money in the in­
tern ational markets several yea rs
ago are destined to rot in
warehouses today, as market pri ces
and demand drop all over the world .

Today, of cou rse, there are two
sealing industr ies operating in
Newfoundland each spring. The re
are the legiti mate hunters, who
make money through the sale of
pelts, and there are the protesters
who collect close to a m Ulion dolla rs
in contributions from sympathizers
each season. However , Mr . Nygaard
sees hope that the Davies ­
Gr-eenpe aee-weber axis may not
prove to be a viab le industry in the
long run.

" I spok e to a Danish journalist
who was cove ring the hunt this
year," Mr . Nygaard recalled . "To
hi m , it wa ll like a vacation, a great
tri p, He told me that he was hoping

to get back again next year."
Whether that journalist will be

ab le to view th e hunt next spring is a
debati able point. With this year's
version of "The greatest show on
ice" behind us , pressure is growing
to have all persons, except
legiti mate hunters, banned from the
ice and Mr. Nygarrd agrees that this
m ay be the only effective tactic to
adopt.

" I don't think there's any use in
trying to convince or educate people
like Davies or Gre enpeace to the
fact that the seal he rd Is in no
danger," Mr . Nygaard states.
"They simply don't have an open
m ind on the question, and they won't
accept the facts as they are beca use
it wouldn't pay for them to do so . The
only thing we can do is ban them
from the area completely . If the
sealing is to continue, something
must be done . However, that is not
up to me . It is up to the people in
power in Canada to take steps to
defend their industries .

"I believe that the killing of the
seals is as 'humane as possible, but
no kill ing is nice . It isn 't something
you invite people from around the
world to come and see . As far as 1
know, peop le aren't allowed to go
in to a ny other slaughterhouse at
will, and 1 don 't see why it should be
any different at the Ice. They
shouldn't be allowed to go there at
all .

"We'll stay in business as long as
we can sell what we purchase," Mr .
Nygaard says. " I could see the
Newfoundland sealing .ope r au cn

getting in difficulty if the protests
were allowed to continue for several
yea rs mo re, but I don't think that
they will be allowed to do so . We
ha ve good people in the Canadian
government, like Mr . Romeo
LeBlanc, and others like Richard
Cashin, who has been doing a lot of
good with his television ap­
pearances. If we have many people
like that supporting the hunt. I don 't
think there's any danger of us
h a v in g to leave t he sealing
business ."

In addition to legis lation closing
the ice to all but the hunters, Mr .
Nygaard favors another tactic for
us.e in cou nteracting the effects of
th8 protesters propaganda
education. ..

" I 'd like to see more than
legislation, although 1 grant that
that is needed badly . I would favor
an educational approach to the
problem. We shou ld go out and
pu blish the truth about all of
this.. .that the sea ls are not in danger
of extinction, that they must be
harvested to protect the fish stocks.
and tha t we'll end up shootin~ them,
as they do now in the Cape Breton
a rea, if the harv est is stopped . It
would be a shame to have to do that,
whe n we ca n really get some return
for har vestin g the seals in the
cu rrent manner . So we must do two
thI ngs. We mu st ban the protest
gro ups from the a rea, and then sta rt
educating people to the truth."

The Cari no company is not a fly ­
by-nig ht In the sealing business. The

(Continuecl on page 161
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"Our next logical step is to see
what else we can do here. Part of tbe
answer lies in educating people to 00

the needed work and the oth er part
of the answer has to do with pelt
supply. We'd need more pel ts to
work with , to make such an ex­
pansion viable. One hun dr ed
thousand pelts sounds like a lot . but
it doesn't last that long . With more
pelts, and well trained workers . we
mig ht be able to do more in
Newfound land. Remember that
since we bought our Dildo plant , we
have expa nded, built two new
buildings and we're alw ays
renewing things.

"Today, the return from the an­
nual seal hunt is probably something
in the order of 3 to 4 million dollars a
year. But there is room for growth ,
and I can't see why the return co uld
not be 10 or 15 or even 20 milli on a
year. But first , we'U have to get the
protesters off our back, before they
destroy the market. .. .

Sealskins lie in front 0/ the Carino operation m Dildo. Adverse publicity as
the result a/protests abroad have hurt the market for pelts.

the boats or in the plant. Our people Today, our men can do th at work
are giving us 100%while working for properly, so It's no problem.
us. and we are trying to share what
we have with them.

" Many people have asked me,
' Why don't you do more with the seal
pelt in Newfoundland'? and they
tend to immediately think of making
fur coats, and so on . But there is
such distance between the seal
skinning and the seal coat, and it
takes many highly specialized
craftsmen to do that work . The
parent company, which is one of the
biggest in the world when it comes to
seals, doesn't make coats
elther... they just produce a finis hed
pelt, ready for the furrier.

"We don't know if getting into
further pelt processing in
Newfoundland would be worthwhile,
but we are looking at it. One factor to
consider is the fad that we would
have to train workers from here in
these skills. That does not worry us
much. When we first came to Dildo,
we had a very difficult time finding
people who could run the skinning
and fleshing machines, and so on .

16
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parent company, based in Norway ,
has been involved in the curing and
processing of fin ished se al pelts
since th e . arly 1900' s . They have
dealt with Can adian companies long
before lh. established Carino in
Halifax in 1957. The Canadian
subsidiary was almost dormant for
close to ten years , but came to life in
1967 . A new manager was appointed
and Carino started buying pelts in
compeutlcn with other Canadian

CO~~::"':..t'II.t. the company has
two main sections to their operations
in Canada. There is, of course , the
Dildo pelt operation , which employs
some 30 to 35 men in peak season . In
addition to this, they also operate
two ships, the Carino and the Arctic
Explorer, which take part in th e
annual HUI. During the of( season,
these boaU are usually chartered
out to cu companies for exploration
work . Carino's payroll is expected to
exceed the S8OO.ooo mark this year.

Mr . Nyg aard revealed that Carino
was first aUncted to Dildo because
shipping the raw pelts to Norway
presented problems.

"If you are a businessman. you
have to keep your eyes open, always
looking Iw opportunities. "Mr.
Nygaa'" .a lflr ml , "and that's how
we 'erested in Dildo.
'E Canada to the
p was difficult and
th~ pelts weren't
al thought that we
coul Ing with pelts in
Canada than other people might.

::~~~ crw:a~:~~o~:~~r~~
operation and we are pleased with
the result so far . The Newfoun­
dlanders we have working with us
are great peopl e . We hav en 't had
any problems whatsoever, e ith e r on
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$13.00
11.00
s,00

15.00
27.00
22.00

r 17.00
22.00
16.00
12.00
40.00
32.00
28.00
32.00

.04 per pound

Any ind ividu als or groups who
would like to circ ula te a copy of the
petition in thei r area are as ke d to
write to ei ther Jack Mar sh all or Bill
Rompkey, c/o the House of Com­
mon s, Ontar io. as soon as possible .

without a special perm it issued by
the Minister of F isher ies. It also
petitions th at it be de cla red an of­
fenc e to inte rfere in any way with
the ac ti vity or property of the
se alers .

More on sealing

Carino company prices
Prices offered by Carino Company for seal product s deli vered to Dildo are
as follows:
White Coa ts
Over-ganga
Tanners
Ragged Jackets
Beaters - Natura l
Beaters - near natural
Beaters - yellow
Bed tamers & old harps, natural
Bed tamers &; old harps, near natural
Bedlamers '& old harps, yellow
Young hoods, natural
Young hoods , near natural
Young hoods, yellow
Old hoods
Seal fat

The Lady Johnson 11, skippered by Captain Morrissey J ohnson , was one of
several Newfoundland boats togo to the Front again this year : l .........L.

Newfoundland MP 's are presently
organizing a petition which will be
presented to the Canadian
Parliament concerning the annula
seal hunt. The main thrust of the
petition is aimed at pressing Ottawa
to control the acti vities of the
protestors whose attempts at in­
terference withe the hunt reached a
new height this past season. It asks,
in essence, that it be declared an
offence for any person to come
within a defined sealing ar ea

What a difference!
\
- d'

. :=.:~.The present Car ino seal plant
location was once the biggest
wha ling ce ntre in Ne wfoundland.
Hav ing started s m a ll , the
whaling got into high gear when
the mink r anc hes started in the
a rea . Sudd enly there was a
m arket for the pothead meat, and
Dildo. th e wh alin g centr e, started
to hum,

Then disaster struck. Scientific
study showed that the world's
wha le s were in danger of ex­
tinction , and an international
moritorium on the killing of
whales was declared. For Dildo,
th e ban meant a loss of jobs . and
badl y needed wages. Yet the ban
was accepted with little public
o u t c r y because everyone
re cogniz ed it was necessary.

Today , Dildo is humming once
ag ain. In addition to several
small fish plants. the Carino
co m pany has established a sea l
pelt processing plant in the old
wha ling factory . and it appears to
be a viable operation. Yet it, too ,
is threatened, this time by those
who ar e trying to destroy the
m arket for seal pelts . However,
th e people in the area aren't
taking it lying down. Men from
th e area were among the first to
or g anize an "anti-protest," and
there is little doubt that they did
ha ve considerable impact on the
credibility of Davies and
Gr eenpeace during this yea r's
conf rontati on in St. Anthony.

why was there a reaction to the
se al issue , whil e there was little
or non e concerning the wha les?
The answer is simple. People are
reasona ble for the most part, and
residents accepted the whale ban
a s necessary. After all , it would
tak e a fool to kill off the animals
he depended on for a living .

However, according to the best
scientific information available
on the seal herd today, there is
absolute ly no cause for concern
abo ut th e ability of the herd to
sus ta in th e yearly yield. Quotas
are, if anything, too low. The only
th ing any open minded person
cou ld be trying to protect with a
pr otest against the seal hun t
would be the financial status of
his or ganization, and it seems
th at th e "too green to burn"
Ne wfoundlander s around Dildo
aren't ha ving any of that.•

Whales
and
Seals
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