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Sawmill operators in Old
Shop convert a tree into
marketable timber




Introduction
o s

In this issue we return  to our regular series on Newfoundland ities. Originally, we had pl d to
visit all the communities in the old political district of Trinity South, but as usual, we were overly ambitious. Plus
we were without the services of our editor for several weeks, and so some communities were not visited. However,
they are not left out, but will be included in future editions of the magazine.

Although the fishery seems to dominate this issue, it is not the whole story in Trinity South. We have other stories
about farmers, town clerks, senior citizens, and the Women's Institute.

Our back and front section is bulging with information for consumers, several stories about earlier days in

Newfoundland, news on crafts and the fisheries.
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Cooling umnit and haulout
facilities nieeded for Hermitage

Down around Hermitagge just
about everybody fishes. Anyd with
good reason — there are twwo fish
plants operating, one in inearby
Gaultois, which caters to thhe off-
shore fishery and a smalleer new
plant in Hermitage, Sesawater
Products, which caters to lthe in-
shore fishery.

Before Seawater Productts was
established, the inshore fishgermen,
which number between 50-660, sold
to the Gaultois plant. About: 5 or &
years ago, these inshore fishhermen
decided to form a Fisheprmen's
Committee to ensure that thegy were
not being taken advantage off by the
fish plant,

Guy Herritt of Sandyville; is the
Head of the Fishermen's Comamittea
in the Hermitage area. He sayys, “‘we
formed the Committee to hanpdle our.
own problems and to provide, a little
protection. We don't have rregular
meetings in the summer, butt we do
in the winter. We get togebther to
discuss what we need, whhat ap-
proach to take with goverynment,
ete."

One of the major concernss of the
Committee is the lack of a proper
cooling unit. Because the fishyermen,
who operate primarily fronm trap
boats, use mostly trawl, thepy often
find after they have baited 1up that
the weather is too rough for { fishing
They then have to leave their - freshly
baited trawl until better wweathex
comes along. Says Mr. Herriljtt, “We
pay 8¢ a pound for squid for byait, ancy
if this is left out in certaiin tem
peratures, after a couple of dzays, it’s,
going to rot. We have a ccmqmumu\
stage that was built about 1y5 years,
ago. It hasn't been used veryy much.
so it's in good condition, an¢d we'rg
hoping to put two cooling unitys jn ong
end of the stage.”"

Another problem facing these
year-round fishermen is lack of
haul-up facilities, Mr. Herritt fur-
ther explains the problem, ‘‘The
only thing we can do with our
longliners, and there are about 10 in
the area, is to go to certain beaches
along the shore line where there’s
small gravel, push the boats in at
high tide, and when the tide falls,
work on the boats. I have a 50
longliner and it's hard to get at. A
proper slope is needed and a 6-foot
fall in the tide.

“The nearest haul-out is in For-
tune and that’s hardly near. If it's
engine trouble, we have to be towed
there. They've spent a lot of money

thought of as important contributors
to the Newfoundland economy.
Emphasis on quality control is one
answer to this problem Mr. Herritt
feels and with quality control, will
come, hopefully, a better price.

“In Iceland at the moment,"
states Mr. Herritt, “the inshore
fishermen go to the same markets in
the United States as we do, and they
get as high as 30¢-35¢ per pound for
cod fish. In Harbour Breton at the
moment, they are selling cod for
10%¢ per pound. Since Newfoun-
dland has been a fishing colony all
its life, I really can’t understand
why fishermen have to sell fish for
the lowest prices.”

on haul-outs all around

dland — some of them have cost $1
million, but we’d be happy with
something that would cost less than
a quarter of a million.

““If we have a problem with a disel
engine, we have to do the work
ourselves. A lot of times, if you have
to work on the propeller or the
rudder, it's under water, and this is
very difficult.”

Fishing is growing in the area and,
a lot of younger men are enlenng
into the industry. These are the ones
who are getting involved with larger
boats.

According to Guy Herritt, the
ideal boat size for his shores is 38
feet. He says, ““the big boats used in
Fortune and Grand Bank are
operated by four or five men, but in
our area, regardless of size, the boat
is operated by only two men."”

One gets the feeling, when talking
with Mr. Herritt, that all these
problems and aims mean nothing
unless fishing can become

wever, despite all these
problems, fishing off Hermitage was
good this year. It was not a hard
winter, frost-wise, and the water
did not become really cold. Mr.
Herritt thinks this warmer water
might have helped keep the fish
around the south west part of the
coast, and he feels plants, such as
Seawater, are getting an excellent
quality fish because the fish caught
is brought to the plant the same day,
whereas the draggers are out for as
long as 14 days. ““Even though their
fish is iced, it cannot be as fresh,” he
says.

Mr. Herritt has one last parting
word in this regard, “Walter Carter
has proposed a 50-mile limit for
draggers, and I think this is going to
be needed, because in the last couple
of years, a lot of emphasis has been
put on the dragger fleet in
Newfoundland, but I don’t think they
should forget about the inshore
ﬁshermen Over the past yenrs the
inshore fi: ing in

as an important, respected
profession, and fishermen are

t.he best product that can be hrought

Reprinted from the March 17, 1977
issue of The Foghorn

Last, fall, fishermen in | Pool’s
Cove, Fortune Bay, ccalled
‘Wallace Roberts of Seaawater
Products, Hermitage, and | asked
him if he would come collegct any
fish they caught. People. were
fishing on good days in thhe fall
and winter months in their; spare
time. They had enough tinme off
winter work to catch fish bput not
enough time to split and saltjt it.

Wally Roberts toldj the
fishermen that the amount ¢ of fish
involved would not waarrant
regular trips. But he askedd local

fisherman Ken Marshall what he
‘would think of processing the fish
on demand over the winter
months and Ken agreed todo it.

The fishermen’s stage in Pool's
Cove is being used as Ken splits
and salts the saltable fish and
puts non-saltable species on ice.
The latter are picked up once a
week when deliveries of bait, ice
and salt are made from Her-
mitage.

Since the “plant” has become
available, the number of dories
going out has increased. Ken has
split 1,200 pounds of fish some
days and 7 - 10,000 pounds a week.

Smallles! fish plant in 1 Nfld.

One dory went out on a cool day in
early February and Ken had

ut three hours of work,
Esr?lcessmg some 400 pounds of

Seawater Products’ plant in
Belleoram, and the consequent
fish collecting facilities in the
area, should be in operation
come spring. Ken feels the plant
will do “alright, a good job 4 In
the meantime he is, in his
words, ‘“‘giving the ﬂshermen a
help,” workmg whenever they
bring fish in. When catches
become more plentiful and the
weather warmer, Ken will be out

in the Bay with the rest of them.

ap——
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Herring roe, lump fish roe,
and a new type of boat

Five Newfoundland fishermen
along with four government officials
recently visited British Columbia to
look at its fishing industry. It was
an eye opener for all concerned
because the British Columbia
fishermen is a well paid independent
businessman who can afford to take
long vacations in the south when the

&ren't running. In addition, the
fleet from which the men fish are
modern well equipped steel
longliners.

Lester Petten of Port de Grave
who went to B.C. reports, ‘“The
British Columbia fishermen came
together, fought together and stayed
together so they could receive the
prices they are getting now. We are

20-30 years behind them.” Mr,
Petten adds that unless the
Newfoundland fishermen get
together, they are never going to
gain the independence or respect
that the British Columbia fishermen
have obtained.

Dave Greeley of the Provincial
Fisheries Department agrees md
adds that a whole new concept in
fishing has to be introduced into the
Province. He gives the example of

rring and emphasizes that in
Newfoundland, fishermen are not
fishing for protein, but for dollars,
and the best way to get dollars from
herring is to go after the roe fishery,
because it creates more em-
ployment and a greater return.

In British Columbia, the fisher-
men accept the word of the scientists *
that the herring can not be caught
until the roe is right for catching.
Mr. Greeley explains further,

““There they have various areas open
different times of the month. These
areas can be open anywhere from 15
minutes to 6 hours. Every Japanese
mmpany that is buying roe, sends a
technician over from Japan. He is
always out on the water testing the

. If he finds that the roe is 8

percent of the fish's weight, he says
not to fish if. As it approaches 12
percent, he gets together with the
scientists and says ‘tomorrow it will
be 12 percent, but since there is only
a certain quota on that fish and there
are a larger number of boats in-
volved, the boats can only fish one
half hour.”

Dave Greeley adds. ““We took our
fishermen over to Queen Charlotte
Islands ‘where the herring roe
fishery opened at 6 a.m. It was an
area about the size of St. John's
Harbour and there were 150 seining
boats there. It closed at 2 p.m. and
7,000 tons of herring were taken.”

is approach to fishing is
radically different from the ap-
proach Newfoundland has been
takin, 3

change. When the herring roe is
landed at the wharf, it is put into
brine for 36 hours. It is then taken
from the brine and put on to the
filleting lines. The rest is done
manually. The plantworkers extract
the roe, put it on the conveyor beit,
put it into more brine and then sort it
and package it. It is this type of
intensive fishing that brings in the
money to the fishermen.

In addition to herring roe, another
product Newfoundland should be
looking at more, according to Mr.
Greeley, is lump fish roe. Right now
it is being processed in Cooks
Harbour on the Northern Peninsula
and in Wesleyville. Fortune and the
Southern Shore are also being looked
at for lump fish roe processing, The
markets for this roe arein Scan-
danavia.

Besides changing the type of
fishing, in Newfoundland boats will
also have to change if the province is
to have a modern fishery. Dave
Greeley backs up what the
Newfoundland fishermen said about
the 85’ steel British Columbia boats
which have the capacity to hold
220,000 pounds of fish as compared
‘with our 90,000 pound capacity on the
same length boats. Mr. Greeley
says, “‘I am not exaggerating when I

say you can eat off the floors. On
our longliners the fishermen have to
sit on beriches to eat. But on the
British Columbia boats, they have
leather upholstery. The boats are
also built in aluminum and
fiberglass. Although the fishermen
get the same 35 percent federal
subsidy, they have to pay the going
rate and arrange their own finan-
cing, but the difference is that they
get a higher price for their fish and
they fish a longer season. If our
fishermen can get that type of boat,
then \.hey. too, can fish a longer

season.

The life expectancy of these boats
is double that of a wooden boat. And
while it would be difficult for
Newfoundland boat builders to
convert to steel boats, Mr. Greeley

reports that British Columbia boat
builders have converted to
aluminum with minimal trouble
because basxcnlly the same
equipment used. Mr. Greeley

advocates mn several of these steel
boats be built to see how they work
out. Aluminum boats should also be

Several Newfoundlanders have
gone to British Columbia to try their
luck at fishing. One such man is Leo
Tarrent of Lawn who has been there
12 years and owns his own boal.
According to Mr. Greeley he has
been very successful. Another
Newfoundlander reported that he
had grossed $28,000 dollars and was

took
me

this,_approach, the actual
gfﬁh‘g would not have to

about all the income
tax he had to pay.

But' the important point to
remember is that British Columbia
is a large, well populated, wealthy
province. They have a lot of man-
power and a lot of expertise upon
which they can draw. They have
engineers, electronic experts and
naval architects. Newfoundland
doesn’t even have an independent
naval architect. Comparing our
fishery to British Columbia’s is like
comparing apples to oranges, but
there is no doubt that we can learn a
great deal from their approach to
the fisheries.

Box 999

Greetings to consumers wherever you
are. By the time you receive this issue,
Spring should be sprung, the bird is ris
and we will be wondering where the grass
is - hopefully coming out from under the

snow.

The Minister of Consumer Affairs &
Environment, Honourable A.J. Murphy,
has issued a press release concerning a
potential fire hazard with 22" Instant On

these numbers are ldvhed to shift the
Instant On switch at the back of the set to
the master on and contact the
service agent for a free modification. Mr.
Frank Ryan, Provincial Fire Com-
missioner, said that as a safety measure
ALL Instant on TV sets should be un-
plugged when not in use. Further in-
formation from any of our three offices -
St. John's 737-2600; Grand Falls 489-5771;

Corner Brook 639-9111.
Smee the last issue of this magazine,
ent, in conjunction with the
Fechnl and Municipal Governments, has
a Consumer Help Office in City
John's. Mayor Wyatt has

of

p.m. The phone number is 737-3899.
Consumer Affairs Officers will be
available to assist consumers with
marketplace problems and provide in-
formation on consumer durables, such as
new and used cars, mobile homes and
appliances.

I'm sure many of you have house
plants, and they accumulate grime as
much as household furnishings

weeks, put small plants in the kitchen
sink and spray them with tepid water, For
larger plants, fit an aluminum foil collar
around the topsoil and put them under the
shower. If the plant is difficult to move
gently, sponge the leaves with damp lon
cloth or paper towel. For dirty spots,
a mild soap, not detergent. When eltlnlll]
your plants, examine them for pests and
plant diseases.

Published under the authority of the
Minister of Consumer Affairs and En-
vironment, the Honourable A.J. Murphy.



Makkovik needs longliners

and collector boats

Toby Anderson is a fisherman
from Makkovik, Labrador. In this
edited interview he talks about the
fishing in his area and its problems
and successes.

“There are about 30 fishermen in
our area and I would say about 75 or
80 percent are under 30 years old.
They are down as young as 17 or 18
years old.

“We all fish for salmon because
there isn’'t anything else around.
Right now our season is only about
nine weeks long and all our fish goes
to the small fish plant in Makkovik,
which is operated by the Labrador
Services Division. It employs about
28 people during the fishing season.

“‘We started out 2 years ago, and
everybody had 25 horsepower
motors, but sometimes you have to
travel a long ways and you have to
bring ice for the fish and the small
motors are no good. We have to have
from 35 to 50 horsepower for our 16-
18 foot boats.

“There are no subsidies for motor
boats. Everything the fishermen
get, they have to get themselves.

“Right now we are thinking of
longliners. We are trying to get some
support from the government for the
longliner business. We now only
have a fishing season from 7 to 9
weeks, but with the longliner we
could extend our season at least 6
weeks.

“If they extend the length of the
weeks of unemployment insurance,
from 8 to 12, there is going to be a lot
of people in our area that are not
going to be able to get U.I.C. benefits
because there is not that much work
on the go. Right now there is a water
and sewage project going on which
will employ 10 or 12 men all sum-
mer.. That's going to be finished this
year, hopefully. There's a bit of
work going on with the community
council, there is a housing project
and a bit of work to do on the roads
and things like that, but it’s all short
work, like a week’s worth.

“There are about 80 percent
women working in the plants. We
talked the whole thing over with
Labrador Services and what they
were willing to do is, if you got to
have 12 stamps say next year, they
will pool the men and women in the
plants, even though the fishing
season might be finished, and try
and process a bit of fish.

‘“The plant in Makkovik covers an
area of about 120 miles. The salmon
plants in Nain and Makkovik send

Toby Anderson of Makkovik, Labrador.

to find out what fish we did have so
we could get bigger boats and go

out collector boats everyday. They
got 5 boats that cover an area of
about 250 miles. The plant in
Makkovik covers from Hopedale to
Cape Harrison. That takes in 70
fishermen.

“We've had the plant for 5 years.
Before that we couldn’t sell our fish.
One year we did sell our salmon
fresh to Earle Brothers and before
that we used to salt the salmon.

“The plant was put there by
Labrador Services. It was under the
Department of and

after them. Two small stern
draggers came up and checked the
whole area out. They said there was
a fair amount of shrimp and a lot of
turbot. Last year we wanted to use
some longliners to get some turbot,
but we were told that the plant was
too small for turbot and was to ac-
commodate the salmon only. In
order to accommodate the turbot,
they would have to put in new

Recreation, but it's now under Rural
Development. They are operating on
a federal-provincial grant. Rural
has the final i

abou( the plant, but after the plant
was operating for two years, we said
why can’t the plant be operated
locally because we had been
working there, knew the whole
system and how it worked. We are
now taking a shot at it. This way it
will bring more employment to the
community. The fish plant is
definitely the major employer.
Everyone depends on it.

“We asked three years ago if we
could have some experimenting
done some 18 or 20 miles off the coast

. but we're hoping that
canbe dnne.

“They are going into the scallop
fishery up around Nain in small
boats on a small scale, but what they
hope to do there is try and process
some of the scallops in Nain and ship
them out to Goose Bay and also
bring some for the plant in
Makkovik.

“‘But our biggest problem are the
collector boats. They area real old
boats and it hurts the quality of fish.
What we would like to do is charter
some longliners. The fishermen
would decide themselves whether
they would rather go fishing or do
charter.” @




SPECIAL SECTION

“Trinity South

u
The people of Trinity South have carefully woven a pattern of existence for themselves which provides a decent
standard of living. They fish seasonally in the Bay or work in the many fish plants located up and down the shore
This provides enough stamps so that unemployment insurance can be collected during the winter. In addition, this
winter lay-off time enables fishermen to get their gear ready for the coming season, and fish plant exployees and
others dependent on the fish plant have time to work in the woods, hunt, and do those many necessary repairs or
building jobs around the home. Thus, the cast of living for this area is kept down somewhat because the men and
women have time to do thase many jobs, which others in urban areas have to buy or employ someone else to do.
On the followin, es of o i . i
the residents ﬂbms;’{::ﬁobs.[u":'ziﬁsal Sx'l‘;tlln we visit many of the communities in Trinity South and talk
s 7 ‘a careful look at the fishery and see how the trap skiff still has o +
Place in this area of the Province. With all the talk about tha 2p skiff still has a very definite
;lu[nu and Ir.'x" the boats, this part of the Province has y,u,md,';g;':g";":;;:‘b' m[w:;r the ];:'l::w. both in the fish
‘eel it works the best for . Uni Y . ional approach because the residents
Jor fhem. Unionization, longliners, and large fsh planis have et to make inroud,

| Turn the i

| pages to read more on T

l Jarming, and stories of earlier da‘w-"’"‘) South, including stories on municipal gevernments, lumbering and
|

with

~

Green's Harbour




DECKS
AWASH

Trapskiff advantages

outweigh longliners

On the day Decks Awash visited
the Trinity Bay community of
Thornlea, Howard Smith, a Thor-
nlea fisherman, was putting the
finishing touches to his spanking
new 33-foot trap boat. He was getting
her ready to launch a little later in
the week.

Built by Reg King of Clarenville,
the new boat will cost Howard about
$12,000 by the time all the costs are
totalled up. Lower costs are only one
of many reasons why Howard likes
the trap skiff over a longliner.

“‘Besides being too expensive,
longliners are hard on gear. With my
boat, I can use traps, while the
longliners use gill nets, for the most
part. With a trap boat, you can get
more fish to haul. For example, we
could get 9,000 or 10,000 pounds on
our first haul, go back home, unload,
o back to the traps, and haul again.
We can do this 3 or 4 times a day. If
we were using gill nets ... let's say
we had 50 nets out ... we'd have to
haul 25 one day and the others the
next day. With the cod traps, you can
keep hauling them all the time.""

Howard has been a fisherman for
the past 12 years. Now 27, he started
fishing full time when he was 15, and
he says he's never seen a year when
the fishermen in the Thornlea area
have had a bad catch failure. “My
father was always a fisherman,” he
adds, ‘‘and he hasn't seen a bad year
since he was at it. We do pretty good
around here.”

There are now about thirty-three
families living in Thornlea and eight
men from the community are fishing
full time. Others fish part time and
some of the older boys will fish for
the summer.

“When the children get out of
school for the summer, I hire on one
or two to help me out till school
opens again,” Howard says.

‘Thornlea fishermen are able to get
a little bit ofa head start on the
season and the men usually fish
from around the middle of March
until the end of August. They con-
centrate their efforts on cod and
salmon, with the majority of the
catch being sold to Wareham
Brothers in Arnold’s Cove. A plant in
Chance Cove also takes some of the
catch from the fishermen.

However, Howard Smith is less
than totally satisfied with the price
he has been getting for his fresh fish.
The going rate in the area is 7%c for

Thornlea fisherman, Howard Smith poses proudly with his spanking new 33-

foot trap boat.

a round fish, with gutted, head-on
fish bringing 9c. However, the
fishermen have now formed a local
of the Newfoundland Fishermen,
Food and Allied Workers Union, and
Howard believes that this will bring
prices up this spring.

Low prices aren’t the only
disadvantage which Thornlea
fishermen face. The community
lacks a slipway, and this makes the
annual hauling out of the boats very
difficult. Howard points out that the
men must still use green sticks for
rollers, and a crowd of men is
needed to haul the boats up in the
fall. In addition, a large truck, or a
dozer is necessary to provide the
power to move the bigger boats.
That kind of treatment doesn’t do a
boat's hull any good, especially
when the vessel has soaked up water
over the summer months. There is
another danger in the existing
method of hauling boats up. With a
heavy line under a heavy strain,
there is always the possibility of
lines parting, while the men are
tending to it, and a rope that snaps
and strikes a man isn't going to do
anything for his well being, either.
The solution to the problem is a
community slipway, and Howard
suggests that sucha facility might
be constructed as a LIP project.

Although only eight men from
Thornlea fish full-time, the com-
munity does not have a high

unemployment rate. Workers whose
skills lie in areas other than fishing
are able to get jobs in places such as
Long Harbour or St. John’s.

In some communities, it is still
possible for a man to make a decent
living with a trap boat. Howard told
us that he made “roughly $9,000 -
$9,000 from fishing alone’’ last year,
adding that, I can’t complain about
the pay.” Decks Awash asked
Howard if he planned to stick with
fishing as a career.

““Oh yes, I love fishing, and I love
being out on the water. I always did
from the first day I started. And
there's another thing ... when I'm
fishing, I'm my own boss. I can get
up when I want and come home
when I want. There are a couple of
longliners around which spend most
of their time tied up during the
summer, and that’s not for me.
““When I went to get the new trap
boat built, T went to the Fisheries
Loan Board in St. John's, and told
them the size of the boat I wanted
and what type of engine. They asked
me who I planned to have build it,
and I told them that I wanted Reg
King of Shoal Harbour. They told me
to go ahead and get her done, after I
told them what gear I had and so on.
I had to do that to get the loan. I'm
happy with the trap boat. I can still
make a good living fishing from one,
so the longliner is not for me."" .




ERCO important industry to
Norman’s Cove-Long Cove area

“The biggest asset of the Nor-
man's Cove-Long Cove area is the
that it is close to Long Har-
bour,” says Town Clerk, Anita
Smith. “That's where most of the
employment in this area is located.
There are a few privately-owned
businesses which employ a couple of
people, but Long Harbour employs
about 80 percent of the labor force.
There are also four or five fishermen
living here, and a few people who
are self-employed.

“I’'d say that this is a pretty
prosperous area, Most of the people
own their own homes and cars.
There are probably a few people on
unemployment insurance at this
time of the year, seasonal workers,
like carpenters and construction
workers, but I think that there’s
very few receiving social assistance,
or anything like that.”

The Norman's Cove-Long Cove
area is home to 1,152 people. The
municipality, called Rural District
Council, as there are two com-
munities - combined under the one
Council, was incorporated as a Local
Improvement District in 1971. Full
status as a municipality followed in
1974, and a seven man elected
Council now run the affairs of the
town. Services are generally good,
with one glaring exception.

“We're hoping to get water ana
sewage later this year,’”” Mrs. Smith
explained. “This week, we sent

at that time, and when the ravages
of inflation are taken into con-
sideration, it's likely that the 1977
figure will easily top the $2 million
mark.

Norman'’s Cove-Long Cove have
received some benefits from various
government funded projects in the
past. A LIP grant four years ago got
a municipal park project off the
ground and the Council was able to
complete most of the work on the
park itself. The construction of a
road to the park will result from a
LIP grant tothe Lion's Club this
year. The Lion’s Club has also ap-
plied for a Canada Works Program
to build an outdoor swimming pool,
and the recently completed Whit-
bourne stadium serves the area

i as another i

outlet.

There is also interest in trying to
get a grant from the Federal
Government to place a canal
through the beach, opening Long
Cove Pond up as a well protected
mooring area for boats, especially in
stormy weather, but there is nothing
concrete on this proposal yet.

The community has a fire truck,
but Mrs. Smith says that there
should be a new building constructed
to house the truck. Application was
made under the Canada Works
Program to build a Council office
and a fire hall this year, but the

ication was later but

around a petition to all r
asking that we be considered in this
years capital works program. You
see, we were promised $400,000 for
water and sewage some two years
ago, but that was the year that the
anti-inflation program came down,
and our tenders, which were sup-
posed to be called in October of that
year, were deferred. We hoped to get
it last year, but we didn't, so we're
hoping that we'll be included in this
year’s budget.

““The water problem isn't as bad
as the sewage problem. The Council
has three artesian wells which serve
some thirty homes, and another
four or so private wells serve
another 15 or 20. There's no problem
with sewage seeping into the water
supply, but there is a real problem
with it coming to the surface of the
ground."”

The provision of those needed
services is apt to be an expensive
business. A preliminary study done
in 197.,1 pegged the cost of $1.7 million

they hope to resubmit it in October
when technicalities concerning the
proposed site should be sorted out.
Norman's Cove-Long Cove is a
growing community. Mrs. Smith
says that the Council received about
50 building applications last year,
but they have been unable to act on
most of them, as a land grant for
Crown land to be used for the new
subdivision has been in the slings for
the last two years. Council is

reportedly anxious to centralize
future development, thus avoiding
the nightmares that accompany
unplanned development.

Council had the land involved
surveyed last year, and they have
had several letters from govern-
ment asking them to contact
Newfoundland and Labrador
Housing to see if that body would
help the area. The Council wrote the
agency, some time ago, but they
have not yet received a reply. There
is some suspicion that Newfoun-
dland and Labrador Housing's 50
vacant houses in Come by Chance
may have something to do with the
delay. It seems unlikely that they’ll
be jumping at the development of a
new sub-division while 50 houses
mold away in nearby Come by
Chance.

Still Mrs. Smith says that the area
is growing, partly because of the
ERCO Phospherous Plant in Long
Harbour. Come by Chance was great
while it lasted, but area residents
seem to have little hope that it will
reopen soon. For now, most of the
area's eggs are left sitting in ER-
CO's hands.

‘““As long as the Long Harbour
plant stays healthy, the community
will be O.K.,"” Mrs. Smith reflected.
“Right now I've got about six people
waiting on the Department of Health
to inspect new building lots, and they
plan to start building their homes
this spring. There should be more
coming up during the summer."”

Decks Awash asked Mrs. Smith
what she saw happening if the ERCO
bubble should burst.

‘“Since Come by Chance closed,
only one or two families have moved
away," she replied, “but I imagine
many more would have to go if
anything happened to Long Har-
bour. There's pretty well no other
employment available in this area.‘

Chapel Arm-Jobs are
key to future development

“I wouldn't say Chapel Arm is
growing as much as it was a few
years ago,” said Anne Power, the
‘Town Clerk in Chapel Arm. “When
Come by Chance was a big thing, it
seemed that more people were

settling here, and building new
houses. We used to see a lot of
building permits, but that’s slowed
down of late. Come by Chance isn’t
that far and the men could easily
(Continued on page 8)
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Working
gives

me
satisfaction

“I'm from Chapel Arm, and my
husband comes from Norman's
Cove,"" Anita Smith, the Town Clerk
of Norman's Cove revealed. “Before
1 settled here, I spent four years in
Toronto, and I enjoyed living there.
My husband 1 came home for a
holiday in April of 1971." That
holiday was to prove to be the start
of a return home for the Smith's.

“‘While we were here, my husband
went out to see Canada Manpower,
and he found that the prospects of
getting a job were quite good. He
made up his mind that we were
going to come back here to live.
When the vacation was over, we
went back to Toronto, and six weeks
later we returned to Norman's Cove
tostay.

“When we moved down, my
husband got a job at Long Harbour,
but was later laid off. He did work at

gnlta Smith, Town Clerk serving the people of Norman's Cove and Long
ove,

Come by Chance for six months
following the layoff, but he was
called back to Long Harbour, and
decided to go back with ERCO. That
'was a lucky decision.”

Anita had worked with the Royal
Bank during the years she spent in
Toronto, and the opening of Come by
Chance indirectly gave her the
opportunity to get back to work. The
previous Town Clerk resigned to
accept a position at the refinery, and
Anita answered the ad for the vacant
position. Her application was ac-
cepted and she'’s now been on the job
close to four years.

“1 work from 2:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.
Mondays to Fridays and I'm the only
paid employee of the Council. The

job involves general bookkeeping
and office work. I keep the books up
to date, send out bills and letters,
receive payments, and generally
look after the office.

1 enjoy working. It is a break from
the routine of my home and working
gives me a sense of satisfaction. I
always worked before we moved
back here and I got this job shortly
after we moved back. Besides the
job, I also do adult education typing
classes two nights a week, and I also
take care of a Sunday School class. I
keep pretty busy. My husband is a
member of the Lion’s Club and I'm
in the Lionettes so you can see that
I'm definitely not bored."”

(Continued from page 7))

live here while working at the
refinery. So the closing of the
refinery was a real blow to Chapel
Arm in that sense, although not too
many from here actualily lost jobs. I
guess that there were six or eight
men laid off, but that hurts, because
there's no other source of new jobs
here.

“Employment is the biggest
problem Chapel Arm faces, and
there is certainly a need for some
kind of viable mduslry, hul. 1 guess
that the

status of a Local Improvement
District in 1971, Chapel Arm got a
Town Council in July, 1975, and
normally seven people are elected to
the Council. However, they are now
down to six due to one resignation.

The new Town Council is
responsible for providing services
such as street lighting and garbage
collection, and they also take care of
the town's roads. Mrs. Power told us
that the Council had also formed a
Recreation Commission last year,
which has started a community
. The land is cleared, and

anyway. The ERCO people at Long
Harbour are supposed to be putting
on an extension, and there has been
talk of employment for 90 to 100 men
on a permanent basis, but I am not
really sure.’

A check with ERCO officials in
Long Harbour revealed that there is
indeed an expansion underway, as
the company rebuilds one of their
furnaces. However, it is not ex-
pected to mean any permanent
additions to the payroll until
sometime in 1978, and the official
said that he could see no more than
ten or twelve permanent jobs being
created at that time.

Chapel Arm has a population of
close to 750, and has been involved
with various forms of municipal
government since it attained the

Lheybare getting ready to cut the
material needed for fencing, and so
forth. Efforts to raise funds to buy

vehicle taxes. However, the town
does sell building permits.

Council has had little trouble
collecting the taxes they have
levied. Mrs. Power pointed out that
they may have to send summons
demanding payment to 50 or 60
people each year, adding that the
bulk of those summons are paid
within a month or two. She said that
perhaps 8 or 10 accounts may give
real trouble each year.

A Catholic elementary school in
Chapel Arm serves surrounding
centres, such as Long Harbour,
Belleview and Whitbourne. There is *
no high school in Chapel Arm, and
the children are bussed to the Long

for the playgr are
underway.

There is no water and sewage
system in Chapel Arm, and there
appears to be little talk about getting
one in the foreseeable future. Mrs.
Power feels that it will come
eventually, when the population
reaches a point which demands such
services.

Once you start talking about Town
Councils, you also start talking

about municipal taxation. So far, the

Council has been able to pay its way,
with a yearly service fee of $24. 00,
Unlike other communities, residents
are not assessed dog taxes, or

school. There is an in-
tegrated grade school in a nearby
community, which serves the non-
Catholic population.

The closest medical assistance
comes from the Markland Cottage
Hospital near Whitbourne, some ten
miles away. Doctors, dentists, and
ambulance service are provided
from the cottage hospital, and Mrs.
Power said there was no evident
dissatisfaction with the set-up.

For Chapel Arm, jobs are the key
to future development. Without
them, growth and-ar stability could
be a long and painful process. @




It’s hard
to go
fishing
from
here

The Chapel Arm waterfront area
is getting spruced up through a LIP -
Small Crafts and Harbours Joint
Project. Project Manager Ken
Warren told Decks Awash a bit
about the Project.

“We are constructing a sea fence
and a wharf,” he said. “There was
an old sea fence, but you can see that
a new one is needed. The council
applied for a grant to do the work,
but the application was turned down.
Then we set up a LIP Committee,
and we got $50,000 from LIP, and an
additional $13,000 from Small Crafts
and Harbours, and that portion will
be used for wharf materials and
hardware. Through the funds sup-
plied by LIP, we have been able to
hire the manpower to cut the timber
we're going to need.

““You can't even really go fishing
from here,”” Ken explained,
‘‘because there’s no wharf.
Unemployment among the young
men is high, and there are a lot of
young men working on this Project
who wouldn’t have a job this winter
without it. We hope to get about 1
100-foot extension put on the wharf
this year, and that will help, but it
will still be good for small boats
only. There’s one longliner here, and
a couple of more in Norman's Cove,
that are presently working out of the
Dildo-New Harbour area. If there
are adequate wharf facilities, they
could fish from here, and we might
get more men at the fishing.”

‘That would be great for Chapel
Arm, because jobs ... or the lack of
jobs ... is probably the biggest
problem in the community. Now,
those wishing to fish for a living are
stymied by the lack of facilities. The
sea fence should protect a banked
section of shore line, which is prone
to washing out, where local
fishermen store their equipment. In
addition, there are several private
wharves, or stages, scattered

around the harbour, and it is hoped
that the new community wharf will
be able to replace them.

“‘Unless more people go back to
fishing, there is nothing here,"” Ken
admitted. “Long Harbour can hire
only so many, and that means young
men must leave to try and get jobs
elsewhere. A lot of them go away for
a while, come back, and live off the
government for a year, and then go
again. They're not to blame for
doing this. No one wants to leave his
home.

““This project is a help, and it will
be good for the community. Butit's a
short-term thing, and doesn’t really
put any jobs in Chapel Arm in the
long run. The men don't have
anything to look forward to when we
get this finished. People are ex-
pecting more LIP projects for this
area, and there are plans for
building a park. That's nice enough,
but it’s not a producing industry, and
a park won't create any jobs. We are
doing something with this Project,
since the new wharf and sea fence
may get more people into fishing.
We could do even more if they had a
mind to spend more money, so that
we could extend the wharf to ac-
commodate longliners. When we
were planning this, we asked for

Sea fence' and wharf takes shape in Chapel’s Arm.

between $90,000 and $100,000 to put
the breakwater completely around,
like a combined breakwater and
wharf.”

Since Come by Chance closed, Ken
has had difficulties in getting work
himself. He worked at the refinery
as an operator, operating pumps
and, ‘“‘seeing that everything was
working right."” He says that he does
not have a trade, but he did work for
the telephoné company for ten
years, where he was employed as a
line splicer.

“I can't get a job now,” Ken
revealed, ‘“‘not even by going to St.
John’s. I checked with the
Newfoundland Telephone Company
and they say they are over-staffed
this year. I don't see Come by
Chance reopening either. If a young
fellow from here gets a trade, he still
can’t get a job, and would probably
have to leave the Island to do so,
unless he’s very lucky. Right now I
don't have to leave, because I can
survive here. 1 was off work for a
whole year, and survived with the
bit of unemployment I got. I could
survive for another couple of years if
I didn’t get a cent, but not everyone
is in a position to do that.

““Unless more people go back to
fishing, there's nothing here,’




You were your own master

Mr. John King of Chapel Arm is 87
years old. He has lived in Chapel
Arm since he was 22. The following
story is an account of some of those
years.

*““I was born in Placentia Bay. We
moved to Long Harbour when I was
about 17 years of age for five years,
and then we moved to Chapel Arm,
where I've lived ever since. When
we first moved here there were only
six or seven families, and there's
close to three hundred today.

“I worked on Bell Island for a
short while, after which I worked
with the Trepassey Branch of the
railroad. The following year, 1914, I
went to Carbonear and Victoria
Village and worked on the building
of the Baie de Verde Branch of the
railway. In September of that year
the First World War broke out, and
we were all laid off. Then I went to
the Grand Banks fishing.

“I fished on the Grand Banks from
a 130-ton schooner called the Violet
Courtney, out of Placentia. She was
an American vessel at one time, but
G.A. Buffett of Grand Bank bought
her. When we first started we had 18
or 20 men and 10 dories. We would
fish until the 15th of October, then
come home and go into the lumber
woods. We didn’t make much money
for a summer's voyage. We'd get
between $5 and $10 a quintal in those
days, and around $16 a month in the
lumber woods. But we fed our
families, and lived on that. I fished

Victor Butler, our faithful
Chronicles of a Bayman writer, is

about to have his first book, the
Little , republished.
Originally, brought out in a limited
number by the Memorial University
Folklore Department, the Little
Nor. Easter will now be republished
by Breakwater Books. It should be
available in all book stores very
shortly. In addition, Mr. Butler will
be having a second

called, “On Decks with Victor
Butler,”” which should be available
this spring.

John King of Chapel Arm is one of the
best breadmakers anywhere.

25 years from a longliner in Cape St.”
Mary’s.

“I had seven boys, two died when
they were young. In those days you
had to work hard to support your
family, but you were contented, it
wasn't like it is now. I worked with
the Reid Newfoundland Railway
Company loading cars with a pick
and shovel for 10¢ an hour. You
wouldn't work for that much today.
It was the same in the lumber woods
- you'd be gone by six o'clock in the

morning, work until dark cutting
and piling a cord and a half of wood,
and get $1.50 for the day’s work. Out
of that you had to buy food, so you
ended up with about 60¢ a day.

“Chapel Arm is a fine place to
live, there's lots of good land here.
Years ago I kept cattle and grew my
own vegetables. But today nobody
tries to help themselves, somebody
is giving them what they want.
There was no unemployment in-
surance in those days. The only time
we had anything to do with the
government was when they came
around looking for votes.

“Years ago we would get some
supplies in Spaniard’s Bay and New
Harbour, but sometimes we had to
go as far as St. John's for them. We
would go to St. John's by boat in the
spring, fish all summer and sell our
fish to the merchants in the fall to
pay for the supplies we needed.

“I've always been a fairly good
cook and baker. My mother taught
me to make bread when I was a little
boy. I worked at one time on the base
in Argentia, on the night shift,
baking bread, pies and cakes for 250
men. I used to cook a lot in the
lumber woods and on the boats when
the cook got seasick. I still bake all
our bread today.

“If T had my life to live over I
would still want things the way they
were years ago. You were your own
master, you owned everything you
had, and you were satisfied with lt.b

Most people in the Chapel Cove area have their own stages. Waterfront
development may mean the end of this type of facility.
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Our fishermen are

factory workers

“The difference between the
Newfoundland and Norwegian
fishery is like the difference between
night and day,” says Captain Henry
Mahle of Dildo South. “The whole
structure of the fishery in Norway is
different. Ninety-five percent of the
vessels there are owned by the
fishermen themselves, and they
control the fishery to a greater

extent than they do here,
“In Newfoundland, the big
or i control

Newfoundland fishing industry,
those are fighting words. In this
Province, the centuries old tradition
has always recognized and accepted
the role of the fishing companies ...
or fishing merchants in the old days
... as the owners of the fish business.
But Captain Mahle, drawing on the
example he has seen at work in his
home country of Norway, feels that
the Scandinavian way of running the
fishery holds valuable lessons for

things. I don’t think there is going to
be any stability in the Newfoundland
fisheries unless the vessels are
owned by the fishermen themselves.
And I'm talking about any kind of
boat, even stern trawlers or
draggers. Perhaps four or five men
together could own the boat. I think
you'd see that they would be more
involved in the vessel if they owned
it.

““As things are now, in this area,
the fishermen are like factory
workers. They get on the company’s
boat, go out to work, come back in,
tie up and go home. It's left up to the
company to make sure that
everything is all right. If the men
owned the boat, I think that they’'d
be more interested and take better
care of the ship and the gear.”

For most segments of the

“The fish buyers, the companies,
should stick to fish processing and
not catching,” says Captain Mahle.
“In Norway, the fishermen are a
highly respected profession and I
guess that they are among the
highest taxpayers in the country.
Besides owning the boats that catch
the fish, the fishermen’'s Co-
operatives are also active in
marketing, and some even own and
operate capelin factories, which are
run by fishermen.””

With the new 200-mile limit now in
effect, most people in this Province
expect a major expansion of the
offshore fleet, as we gear up to take
full advantage of the new fishing
zone. Most of us would expect the big
companies, like Fishery Products,
to be the ones to build the complex
and expensive vessels needed for

Captain Henry Mahle, a native of
Norway. He has adopted Dildo as his
home.

these specialized fisheries. Decks
Awash asked Captain Mahle how the
concept of fisherman ownership of
the vessels would be possible, given
the enormous costs involved,

“The big companies get their
backing from the government,” he
replied. “The government finances
the companies, and then those
companies have to go out and hire a
Newfoundland captain and a
Newfoundland crew to operate the
boat they just built. If that captain is
capable of running that vessel for a
company, then he is capable of doing

(Continued on page 12)

““I moved to Chapel Arm from
Middle Cove, which is near St.
John's,” says Anne Power, who is
now the Town Clerk of Chapel
Arm. “What brought me here?
Well, I got married, and came to
Chapel Arm a few years ago, and
1 don’t find it that different from
Middle Cove. Of course, Middle
Cove has changed a lot in the
years since I left, as people move
out from St. John's. It was a very
close community, with the people
involved with each other. That's
changing now.”

Raised near a big city, Mrs.
Power says that she misses the
convenience.of being so close to a
major centre. What used to be a

The best thing about
Chapel Arm is the people

short run of a few miles from
home to go shopping is now a
longish trip on the Trans Canada.
Nonetheless, she feels that “It's
as close for me to shop in St.
John's as anywhere else now,and
the selection of goods is better
ere.’”

About two _years ago, an ad
ing for
Eor the vacant position of Town
Clerk, and Mrs. Power applied
for it. Working three afternoons a
week is a welcome break in
routine for Mrs. Power.

“1 find the job interesting.
When you have three small
children, as I do, it's a break to
have something different to do a

couple of afternoons a week. And
the extra money helps too.”

Relaxation in Chapel Arm, for
the Powers at least, is likely to
consist of a visit with friends, or a
card game in someone’s home. If
they should like an evening out,
there’s a lounge just down the
road, while a 10-mile drive will
take them to Mooreland's at
Whitbourne. Mrs. Power also
plays in a lady’s dart league, and
says that she and her husband
will sometimes drive to St. John's
in the evening to take in a movie.

Decks Awash asked Mrs.
Power what she would tell a
friend of hers about Chapel Arm,
if she was trying to convince her
to move there.

“For one thing, there are good
schools here,' she replied, “‘and
they have a music teacher, a
good gymnasium, and so forth.
But the best thing about Chapel
Arm has to be the people. They're
really nice, and I've liked them
since I moved here. When I first
made the move they were really
friendly to me, and I felt at home
inno time."
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A whale isn’t for killing

isn’t really a fishing
says Captain Henry
who is originally from
“‘As you get farther down

Norway.
the Bay, you'll find more fishing
activity. A lot of fish that come to the
plants here come in by truck, either
from St. Mary’s Bay or other places.
We have four different operations

here ... Newfoundland Quick Freeze,
the Fur Farmers Co-op, Arctic
Fisheries and the Carino Company. I
don’t know just how many people
these four plants employ, but it's
really those plants that keep Dildo
alive."

Dildo lies at the foot of Trinity
Bay, just a short distance from the
turnoff at Whitbourne. At one time,
it was mink ranching country, but
dropping prices for pelts, combined
with rising feed costs, saw the mink
ranches disappear in the late sixties.
A ban on whaling in the early
seventies also had an effect on Dildo.

“I came to the Dildo area when
Captain Iverson started the whaling
operation here in Dildo," Captain
Mahle recalls. ‘I came to
Newfoundland as a whaler, working
out of Hawkes Harbour in 1947.
Captain Iverson was a Norwegian
who got stranded in Newfoundland
during the War. It was by accident
that someone from St. John's took
him for a drive to see the country
around Trinity Bay. He saw the
potential in whaling and he later got
organized on a small scale and

Captain Henry Mahle's longliner lies at her winter moorings in Dildo South.

started to take pothead whales from
these waters.”
At first, the Iverson operation took

* just the head of the pothead whales,

since the head contained an oil
which was worth about $5,000 per ton
at that time. The oil was sent to
Belgium for processing and was
used in airplane instruments. It had
the property of remaining unaf-
fected by temperature variations,
and hence was a prized commodity.

But that was a wasteful process

(Continued from page 17)

it for himself and his crew. So
government should finance the ship
for the crew, rather than the com-
pany. In this way, the crew would
own the boat, and they'd get more of
the proceeds of the voyage. The
government should cut out the
middle man and put ownership of
the ships in the hands of the people
who use them."

However, Captain Mahle doesn’t
expect to see these ideas im-
plemented in the near future.
Stating that it will take twenty years
or more to break the companies
monopoly, the captain pointed to the
fact that the co-operative
movement, on which much of the
Norweigan fisheries success is
based, has grown slowly in
Newfoundland. He added that the
present structure of the Newfoun-
dland fisheries, with three or four
big companies controlling policy to a
large extent, has retarded co-
operative growth.

In view of the present furor over
joint ventures, Decks Awash asked
Captain Mahle if he foresaw the day

when Newfoundiand would be
reduced to the status of one huge
shore processing operation with the
plants being fed by ‘‘hired gun'
foreign fleets.

‘1 hope that won't happen,” he
replied. “I hope that somebody will
see the light before that happens and
start to get the fishermen them-
selves more involved in the industry.
As things are now, they are like any
factory worker. They have only a
certain interest in how much they
catch. For the fishery to be fully
successful, they must have interest
all the way, and I believe that
making the fishermen themselves
owners of their vessels would have
that effect.””

Radical views? By today's
standards, probably so. Is Captain
Mahle a visionary? Maybe so. But
there’s no doubt, given the sorry
state of Newfoundland’s fishing
industry today, that all views must

and the whalers, as they got better
organized, made progressively
more use of the potheads. Each
pothead could yield a couple of
barrels of blubber and the meat was

of a pothead is rather
coarse, and not generally used for
human consumption in North
America. The whalers, however,
also hunted the minke whales and
that meat did find its way to dinner
tables, especially in Norway. With
ships, plants and workers involved
in harvesting the whales, things
were looking pretty bright for Dildo.

But international pressures for
conservation were growing as fast
as the whaling industry. An in-
ternational meeting, held in
Stockhold in 1969-70 marked the
start of the end of Dildo's whaling

industry,

‘“This is where they started to
work out the ban on whaling,”
Captain Mahle says, “‘and I don’t
doubt that they were right in regard
to the big whales, like the sperm and
finbacks. These big whales were
being overhunted, but you have to
remember that there are many
different species of whales. So
quotas were set, and I think that
they remained at that level for two
or three years. Then they wanted to
cut the quotas still further. The
companies said, ‘Well, if you cut it
further, our business won't pay, so
pay us oﬁ lnd we'll just get out of the
and that's what hap-

be heard, and

« lest we miss the golden opport\lmly

to build a new and dynamic fishery ,
with the new 200-mile limit as a

base.@

pened.
““I was sort of operating on a small
scale on my own at the time they had
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page12'

the operators meeting in St. John's. I
had two small whalers taking minke
whales only. I sold my produce to the
plant, who had their own big boats.
‘When we sat down to hammer out
the problems, we found that there
‘was going to be a further ban applied
to all whaling ... minke, potheads,
anything in the ocean. So I got
caught in the middle. There was no
shortage of minke whales, which
were the least endangered specie in
the North Atlantic. We didn’t even
bother with the potheads, taking
only one or two in a season. We
concentrated on the minke whales,
and exported the meat to Norway for
human consumption.”

Last year Canada was allotted 48
minke whales under the in-
ternational conventions. Norway
was allocated 1,790 minke whales, a
figure based on the previous year's
catch. Canada had only one boat
involved in the whaling effort in
1975. But Captain Mahle sees
possibilities for the future involving
whales.

“In the whaling business, I was
fairly successful, before the ban
forced me out. If we ever have the
chance to open up the whaling again,
I don't see why we shouldn’t. They
are a natural resource, which is
dying of old age now, and they
should be utilized. We have starving
people in this world, and the ocean is
like a big farm, with thousands and
thousands of tons of meat that could
be used if it was harvested."”

Although Captain Mahle can no
longer hunt whales, he has had a
crack at finding just' about
everything else in the ocean. He has
scouted Trinity Bay for shrimp and
scallop beds, experimenting to see if
any commercial potential exists. He
has collected samples of shrimp, but
says that he would need some kind of
financial backing to continue with
the search.

“I searched this Bay for scallopu

gear, and we got scallops, right in
our front yard, after chasing all the
‘way up to St. Mary's Bay and back.”
Captain Malile finds, however,
that the government is not prepared
to aid his effort to diversify fishing
operations. In the early 1950's he
was instrumental in bringing the
first Danish seine to Newfoundland.
‘Working in Fortune Bay, he proved
that the rig could be a success in
Newfoundland waters, as is wit-
nessed by the fact that about a dozen
South Coast boats are using the gear
today. Nova Scotian vessels have
also converted to the Danish seine
and it has met with success there.
Last year, Captain Mahle rigged
his 65-foot longliner for Danish
seining, at a cost of about 17 to 18
thousand dollars. He started to
experiment in Conception Bay,
trying to find bottom conditions
which would be conducive to the use
of the Danish rig. Finding that the
costs of this form of research was
getting too high, Captain Mahle
approached the provincial govern-
ment for assistance, asking that
they pay his fuel bills, if nothing

else. Turned down flat, he was,

forced to abandon the effort.

Licenses are another sore point
with Captain Mahle. Despite the fact
that he has been active in the fishery
all his life, he is unable to obtain a
trap fishery licence, or licences to
exploit various other fisheries. But
Captain Mahle says that he's here to
stay.

“I lived in B.C. for a number of
years, while involved in the halibut
fishery, and while the climate is
better there, I find Newfoundland to
be such an interesting country.
Newfoundland is a challenge and I
love a challenging place. Ithought of
going back to Norway, where I still
have a house and so on, when the
whaling closed down. That would
have been the easy thing to do ...
escape to another country, but I like
it here. It's more an emotional
feeling than anything I can explain.

When 1 came here, 1 adopted this
country as my home and when I
adopt anything, I go wholeheartedly
for it. I have all my family here now
and we're settled.”

These days, Captain Mahle
manages to keep busy. Possessing a
master’s ticket, he’s qualified to
handle a variety of vessels. He has
made a trip to the Arctic on the
Arctic Endeavour, doing research
on the whales he used to hunt. Stints
as a relief captain help, as do trips to
deliver new trawlers built for
Newfoundland companies in Nor-
way.

Last year Captain Mahle went to
the ice on the Arctic Endeavour, He
described the vessels first meeting
with one of the protestors.

“They didn’t interfer with us
physically last year,” Captain
Mahle recalled. “‘We did run into one
women on the ice. Our captain went
down to talk to her, in case any
trouble might start. She said to him,
“You like to be a baby killer’ and so
on, and the captain replied, ‘No
ma’am, I don’t like to be a baby
killer, I'm doing an honest days
work to earn a living. Can you say
the same?’ and he walked away
from her That was the only incident
we had.”

When asked if there was anyway
the protestors could be stopped,
Captain Mahle replied. “It's just like
politics, religion, or whatever. If you
can ripple a massive enough area,
people are dragged into it, and don’t
even know why they are there. It's
just because it's the trend of the
masses. If you ask them why they
are there, they can't give you a
logical answer. I don’t know how to
stop them, but I'm inclined to think
it's a trend that will eventually fade
out.”

For Captain Mahle, Dildo, in
Trinity Bay, is now home. Despite
the problems he has encountered,
like the banning of the whale in-
dustry, he’s here tostay. @

from Heart's Content to
and right up to Smith Sound,"” saxd
Captain Mahle. “Then I heard that
there was good scallop fishing in St.
Mary’s Bay, so I rigged the boat out
for scallop fishing, and we went
there, and just about all over the
place. We didn’t get much in the way
of scallops, so we came back home
again.

“Just' before' we tied up down
there,”” Captain Mahle said, pointing
out his front window to the wharf
near the plants; *‘I said to my crew
that while we! had the scallop gear
aboard, we should have a little look
at what's here. So we put down the

The Seal Hunt

A new publication titled “The Seal Hunt" was recently released by the
Information Branch, Fisheries and Marine Service, Environment Canada.

The 26-page booklet features text by M.C. Mercer, and is illustrated by
Newfoundland artist David Blackwood. It's a good source of concise in-
formation about the biology and management of the harp and hooded seal
herds, and the Federal policy governing the seal hunt.

Anyone who would like to get a copy of this booklet should write to the
Information Branch, Fisheries and Marine Service, Environment Canada,
6th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, Ontario. The postal code is K1A 0ES6.

There is no charge for the booklet.

The publication does much to dispel many of the myths which various
protest groups have created over the past few years about the annual hunt,
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Earlier this spring, there was public concern about
the prices being paid by Carino for pelts. Bernard
Nygaard, General Manager of Carino, explained his
company’s side of the story when Decks Awash spoke
with him.

““The market situation this year is not as good as past
markets have been. I can remember, a while back,
when there was all kinds of competition among buyers
for the pelts, and that made for a good market. You
could sell any kind of pelt in those days, whether it was
white, yellow or even black. But that market has been
getting far more difficult, and some years ago we
found that we could get the higher prices only for the
higher quality pelts.

““When we started operating in Newfoundland back
in 1700, we started out paying a fixed price for the pelts,
regardless of quality. The fishermen would go out, get
the pelts, bring them home, and throw them on the
wharf. Our agents would go around and buy them a few
days later, and most of the pelts would be in bad shape
by the time they reached the plant.

‘““After we were in operation for a while, I realized
that this could not continue. The quality of seal pelts
from Newfoundland was so poor in comparison to those
we got elsewhere in the world that we could not con-

elsewhere for high quality pelts.

““By 1972 or 1873 I had a lot of heavy pressure from
Norway applied to me to do something about the
situation. I was called back to Norway a couple of
times over it, and more or less told to either improve
the pelt quality, or else stop buying lanidsmen’s pelts,
and concentrate on running the two ships that we send
to the hunt.

“I wanted to be able to keep buying here, so I got an
artist and had him make cartoons of the proper way to
handle a pelt. Then I started travelling. I went around
Newfoundland, meeting with the fishermen, and tried
to explain to them that if they took care of their seals,

KS“I pelts await processing at Carino’s Dildo plant.

tinue to pay Newfoundlanders the prices we pald‘

( There’s no market for poor quallty i

The swilers are home from the ice. The Carino unloads
her cargo of pelts in Dildo.

and brought the pelts to us, we would grade them and
pay according to the quality of the pelt.

““Many didn’t like that idea at all, because they were
used to the ‘flat rate, regardless of quality,’ system we
had used before. We started our graded system three
years ago, and some people brought in good seals, and
were better paid for them, but we still had a basic fixed
price. Some agents were clever and saw and un-
derstood what we were trying to do, and they did what
they could to help us get the quality up. Unfortunately,
there were others who didn’t give a damn. So this year,
we had to fulfill the policy we started in 1972 or 1973, of
having prices quoted only on delivery to the plant, with
no more fixed prices at all.

““Those who were used to giving the pelts proper care
had good quality pelts, and welcomed the new system.
They brought their seals to the plant, but other areas
did not, and they couldn’t accept the payment tied to
the value system we now use.

“A public fuss over prices started, and I had calls
from all the radio and television stations, and the
papers. I didn't like that at all, but we're determined to
stick with the new system. Those who have good
quality pelts should not be averaged out with those
whose pelt quality is poor. They didn’t both deserve the
same price.

“I blame ourselves for part of the problem we had in
areas where pelt quality was poor. I believe that these
men are intelligent, and anxious to sell the pelts, but
we failed to get the message about quality across. Still,
the old flat rate is through and our prices will be tied to
quality in the future.

“That's Carino's answer to the charge that we
dropped prices because we are in a monopoly position.
We have had competition over the years, and the new
price structure is the result of the change in markets.
We can only pay what we can afford for the pelts, and

there is no market today for poor quality.’*
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The protests hurt,but L
Carino’s sticking in there!

“The protesters have certainly
created a lot of difficulties for the
sealers,” Bernard Nygaard, the
General Manager of the Carino
Company’'s Newfoundland
operation, told Decks Awash, with a
hint of exasperation. ‘“Maybe they
haven’t created as many problems
for us, in the wholesale end, but the
ones they do create make things
more difficult for the fishermen. We
know approximately what price we
can get for the pelt when we sell it,
and a drop in that wholesale price
will result in a lower price for the
sealers when we huy the pelts from
them.”

Bernard Nygaard, is somewhat of |

a worried man these days. With
Carino the only company on the
island that’s buying pelts, they found
themselves caught in a crossfire
between the protesters and the
sealers.

The protesters international
furore has started to affect the
market for the finished pelts. Mr.
Nygaard points out that processed
pelt prices at a recent Copenhagen
auction dropped by 30% over
previous years, while selling was
slow at a recent British auction.
France has banned the import of
seal pelts and Mr. Nygaad said that
this has effectively closed a good
market for the seal skins.

The sealers, on the other hand,
attacked Carino earlier this spring,
claiming the company was taking
advantage of their monopoly
position to lower the price of pelts.
Mr. Nygaard defended his com-
pany’s position by claiming that pelt
quality, not monopoly, was the key
factor in setting the price. Poor pelts
that would fetch money in the in-
ternational markets several years
ago are destined to rot in
warehouses today, as market prices
and demand drop all over the world.

Today, of course, there are two
sealing industries operating in
Newfoundland each-spring. There
are the legitimate hunters, who
make money through the sale of
pelts, and there are the protesters
who collect close to a2 million dollars
in contributions from sympathizers
each season. However, Mr. Nygaard
sees hope that the Davies-
Greenpeace-Weber axis may not
prove to be a viable industry in the
long run,

“I spoke to a Danish journalist
who was covering the hunt this
year,” Mr. Nygaard recalled. “To
him, it was like a vacation, a great
trip. He told me that he was hoping

to get back again next year.”

Whether that journalist will be
able to view the hunt next spring is a
debatiable point. With this year’s
version of ‘“The greatest show on
ice” behind us, pressure is growing
to have all persons, except
legitimate hunters, banned from the
ice and Mr. Nygarrd agrees that this
may be the only effective tactic to
adopt.

“I don’t think there's any use in
trying to convince or educate people
like Davies or Greenpeace to the
fact that the seal herd is in no
danger,”” Mr. Nygaard states.
“They simply don’t have an open
mind on the question, and they won’t

The Carino plant in Dildo.

getting in difficulty if the protests
were allowed to continue for several
years more, but I don't think that
they will be allowed to do so. We
have good people in the Canadian
government, like Mr. Romeo
LeBlane, and others like Richard
Cashin, who has been doing a lot of
good with his television ap-
pearances. If we have many people
like that supporting the hunt, I don't
think there's any danger of us
having to leave the sealing
business."

In addition to legislation closing
the ice to all but the hunters, Mr.
Nygaard favors another tactic for

in counteracting the effects of

accept the facts as they are because  th& protesters propaganda

it wouldn’t pay for them todo so. The  education. ..

only thing we can do is ban them “rd like to see more than
from the area . If the islati 1 grant that
sealing is to i that is needed badly. I would favor

must be done. However, that is not
up to me. It is up to the people in
power in Canada to take steps to
defend their industries.

“I believe that the killing of the
seals is ashumane as possible, but
no killing is nice. It isn’t something
you invite people from around the
world to come and see. As far as I
know, people aren’t allowed to go
into any other slaughterhouse at
will, and I don’t see why it should be
any different at the ice. They
shouldn’t be allowed to go there at
all.

“We’ll stay in business as long as
we can sell what we purchase,” Mr.
Nygaard says. “I could see the
Newfoundland sealing operation

an educational approach to the
problem. We should go out and
publish the truth about all of
this...that the seals are not in danger
of extinction, that they must be
harvested to protect the fish stocks,
and that we'll end up shooting them,
as they do now in the Cape Breton
area, if the harvest is stopped. It
would be a shame to have to do that,
‘when we can really get some return
for harvesting the seals in the
current manner. So we must do two
things. We must ban the protest
groups from the area, and then start
educating people to the truth.”
The Carino company is not a fly-
by-night in the sealing business. The
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

parent company, based in Norway,
has been involved in the curing and
processing of finished seal pelts
since the early 1900's. They have
dealt with Canadian companies long
before thep established Carino in
Halifax in 1957. The Canadian
subsidiary was almost dormant for
close to ten years, but came to life in
1967. A new manager was appointed
and Carino started buying pelts in
competition with other Canadian
comp; \

At the: t, the company has
two main sections to their operations
in Canada. There is, of course, the
Dildo pelt operation, which employs
some 30 to 35 men in peak season. In
addition to this, they also operate
two ships, the Carino and the Arctic
Explorer, which take part in the
annual During the off season,
these are usually chartered
out to oil dompanies for exploration
work. Carino’s payroll is expected to
exceed the $800,000 mark this year.

Mr. Nygaard revealed that Carino
was first attracted to Dildo because
shipping the raw pelts to Norway
presented problems.

“If you are a businessman, you
have to keep your eyes open, always

looking fer opportunities, ‘‘Mr.
Nygaard affirms, “and that's how
we imerested in Dildo.

Canada to the

could te)

Canada than other people might,
becal ¥ parent company's
ba we started the Dildo
operation and we are pleased with
the result so far. The Newfoun-
dlanders we have working with us

are great people. We haven’t had
any problems whatsoever, either on

Sealskins lie in front of the Carino operation in Dildo. Adverse publicity as
the result of protests abroad have hurt the market for pelts.

the boats or in the plant. Our people
are giving us 100% while working for
us, and we are trying to share what
we have with them.

‘““Many people have asked me,
‘Why don't you do more with the seal
pelt in Newfoundland'? and they
tend to immediately think of making
fur coats, and so on. But there is
such distance between the seal
skinning and the seal coat, and it
takes many highly specialized
craftsmen to do that work. The
parent company, which is one of the
biggest in the world when it comes to
seals, doesn’t make coats
either...they just produce a finished
pelt, ready for the furrier.

“We don’t know if getting into
further pelt processing in
Newfoundland would be worthwhile,
but we are looking at it. One factor to
consider is the fact that we would
have to train workers from here in
these skills. That does not worry us
much. When we first came to Dildo,
we had a very difficult time finding

people who could run the skmmng_

and fleshing machines, and so on.

Today, our men can do that work
properly, so it’s no problem.

“Our next logical step is to see
‘what else we can do here. Part of the
answer lies in educating people to ao
the needed work and the other part
of the answer has to do with pelt
supply. We'd need more pelts to
work with, to make such an ex-
pansion viable. One hundred
thousand pelts sounds like a lot, but
it doesn’t last that long. With more
pelts, and well trained workers, we
might be able to do more in
Newfoundland. Remember that
since we bought our Dildo plant, we
have expanded, built two new
buildings and we're always
renewing things.

‘“‘Today, the return from the an-
nual seal hunt is probably something
in the order of 3 to 4 million dollars a
year. But there is room for growth,
and I can’t see why the return could
not be 10 or 15 or even 20 million a
year. But first, we'll have to get the
protesters off our back, before they
destroy the market.” @

1®
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The present Carino seal plant
location was once the biggest
whaling centre in Newfoundland.
Having started small, the
whaling got into high gear when
the mink ranches started in the
area. Suddenly there was a
market for the pothead meat, and
Dildo, the whaling centre, started
to hum.

Then disaster struck. Scientific
study showed that the world’s
whales were in danger of ex-
tinction, and an international
moritorium on the killing
whales was declared. For Dildo,
the ban meant a loss of jobs, and
badly needed wages. Yet the ban
was accepted with little public
outcry because everyone
recognized it was necessary.

Today, Dildo is humming once
again. In addition to several

The Lady Johnson 11, sklppered by Captain Morrissey Johnson, was one al

hat a difference!

small fish plants, the Carino several Newfoundland boats to go to the Front again this year, | . 4
has a seal

pelt processing plant in the old
iy Soctrs. st ippearata Carino company prices
;et?“::::’el i e?e::ig l:.‘i‘xh:"t:;%h’::e‘ Prices offered by Carino Company for seal products delivered to Dildo are
who are trying to destroy the as follows:
market for seal pelts. However, White Coats $13.00
the people in the area aren’t Overgangs 11.00
taking it lying down. Men from ‘Tanners 8.00
the area were among the first to Ragged Jackets U |1 1500
organize an “‘anti-protest,” and Beaters — Natural 1 1 27.00
there is little doubt that they did Beaters —near natural 22.00
have considerable impact on the Beaters — yellow 17.00
credibility of Davies and Bed lamers & old harps, natural 22.00
Greenpeace during this year’s Bed lamers & old harps, near natural 16.00
confrontation in St. Anthony. Bedlamers & old harps, yellow 12.00

Why was there a reaction to the Young hoods, natural 40.00
seal issue, while there was little ‘Young hoods, near natural 32.00
or none concerning the whales? Young hoods, yellow 28.00
The answer is simple. People are 01d hoods 32.00
reasonable for the most part, and Seal fat .04 per pound
residents accepted the whale ban

as necessary. After all, it would
take a fool to kill off the animals
he depended on for a living.
However, according to the best
scientific information available
on the seal herd today, there is
absolutely no cause for concern
about the ability of the herd to
sustain the yearly yield. Quotas
are, if anything, too low. The only
thing any open minded person
could be trying to protect with a
protest against the seal hunt
would be the financial status of
his organization, and it seems
that the ‘“‘too green to burn"
Newfoundlanders around Dildo
aren’t having any of that. @

More on

Newfoundland MP’s are presently
organizing a petition which will be
presented to the Canadian
Parliament concerning the annula
seal hunt. The main thrust of the
petition is aimed at pressing Ottawa
to control the activities of the
protestors whose attempts at in-
terference withe the hunt reached a
new height this past season. It asks,
in essence, that it be declared an
offence for any person to come
within a defined sealing area

sealing

without a special permit issued by
the Minister of Fisheries. It also
petitions that it be declared an of-
fence to interfere in any way with
the activity or property of the
sealers,

Any individuals or groups who
would like to circulate a capy of the
petition in their area are asked to
write to either Jack Marshall or Bill
Rompkey, c/o the House of Com-
mons, Ontario, as soon as possible.
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