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In this issue
Introduction

Because of two big black soulful eyes and a mass
of cuddly white fur . the Seal Huntoffof Newfound­
land 's coast has become the centre of a major
controversy. However. the controversy has gone
far beyond the rational . scientific and humane
levels and entered into the re alms of hysterical
emotionalism . Unfortunately , those who are
bearing the brunt of this mass hysteria are
Newfoundlanders. and yet the Hunt involves many
more people than those found in this P rovince .... We
have become scapegoats for people who refuse to
look in their own backyards.

In this issue DeckJ Awash takes a look at the
Hunt : at its history ; the scientific information, in
terms of quotas and killing methods ; the markets
and the people. While it is ha rd to be objective when
every day we read about misinfor med protestors
who picket and march in far away places, we at
Deck. Awash have tried to look imp er sonally at
some of the questions which the Hun t' s critics raise.
We have not given space. howeve r. to those critics
who distort the facts in order to raise money for
their own ends.

In our April Issue. DeckJ Awas h will be vis iting
the area around the Codroy Valley and Port aux
Basques to Rose Blanche. We ex pec t to be looking
at some agricultural developme nts as well as some
proble ms in local fish pla nts.

Decks Awash is a free, bi-monthly magazine
abou t rural Newfou ndla nd and rural Newfound­
landers. Informa tion rath er tha n news oriented.
Decks Awash is based on the prin cipl e that in­
for mation is vita l to the developme nt of people and
com munities. Eac h issue contains a " Spec ia l
Section" whic h alternatively conce rns itself with
geog rap hica l areas and res ource s of the .P rovince.
Th e F ront and Back Sec tions contai n informa tion
about the fisheries, agriculture, cons umer items,
crafts, historical events and interest ing people.
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New Fish Handling System

"The best thing to happen
since 1497"

A crewman prepares a net -bag for hoisting to th e wharf. It 's a lot
easier to use than the traditional fish-fork or prong.

If you ask Doug Newbury how
involved he was in the
development of the Federal
Government's new integrated
fish handling system, he'll
probably reply " intim ately".
He's the Regional Engineer of
the Inspection and Technology
Branch of the "Department of
Fish eries and Environment, and
he 's spent much of the last five
ye ars working with various
others on the design of what
could be the most striking in­
novation to hit the Newfound­
land fisheries since John
Cabot' s ship, the Matthew, hove
in sight way back in 1497.

The system aims to do two
basic things - improve the
efficiency of fish-handling in the
province's inshore fishery and
produce a higher quality
product that will be better able
to penetrate those increasingly
critical world markets .

If the system proves suc ­
cessful, it will benefit both
fisherm en and processors . It
offers fishermen the promise of
less work in unloading and
possibly better prices for their
catches, while the processors
get the dividend of a better
quality fish and less wastage.

The system starts where
ever y fish-handling system
must start; in the boats . Devices
called net bags could relegate
the pron g and the fish fork,
Newfoundland 's time honored
fish -handling implements , to the
role of museum pieces .

" We developed the net bags
primarily for use in open boats,"
Doug explains. " We spent one
summ er with several students
from the Fisheries College
trying to find different ways of
handling fish . The net bag idea
dev eloped from the summer's
ex perimentation, and while it

was developed specifically for
trapboats , it also works for
Ionghners.'

The net bag is simple to use . In
an open boat such as a trap skiff.
you lay one or two in the bottom
of the boat , place about a
thousand pounds of fish in each
net , la y another net bag on top,
add more fish and so on until all
fish is loaded. Another method
for open boats is to divide up the
fish holding area into com-

partments. then net ba gs and
fish can be lay ered in eac h
compartment. The adva ntage is
that the corn er loops in each bag
could be mor e quickly hooked to
the liftin g equipment which uses
a spe cially designed lifting ring.
This keeps the top of the net bag
spread and reduces the crushing
effect of th e net on th e fish being
lifted .

In a longl iner . net ba gs and
fish are layer ed in the center
pen below th e hat ch in the same



How do you ge t 1,000 lbs . of fish and ice onto a truck? It 's stmple »

/ift the conta iner up on the f r ame , back the truck in under tt.tet the
container down , and yo u've loaded your truck.

way as in an ope n boat. All other
pens are loaded as you are doing
it now. When you get to the
wharf, the net bags of fish ar e
hoisted out of the center pen
using the power shore hoist.
Fish from side pens can then be
dropped into an empty net bag
la id in the bottom of the center
pen by removing pen boards . In
this manner, the longlin er can
be qui ckl y unloaded . Other
variations are poss ible , in­
cluding br-ailing .

The fisherman starts to ease
the labor of unloading as a few
plucks with the power hoist
replaces the labor of the prong.
There 's another saving - time.
But you hav e to give a little to
get a lot.

" You would spend a littl e
more time at sea , getting the net
bags set in the hold to ta ke the
fish ," Doug points out. "But
once you get to shore , with 10,000
pounds of fish , un loading
becomes far easier than it is
now. With each bag holding 1,000
to 1,300 pounds , and the power
hoist available to lift them out ,
you can unload your boat in half
an hour, with no effort on your
part , compared to an hour and a
half of far harder work with a
fork ."

Onc e it's on the wharf, speed
and efficiency in ha ndling
become the essential
ingredients in the formula . To
accomplish those goals, the
plan's designers started with an
unloading hopper, into which the
fish are dumped from the net
bags. From there, fish which
had been iced on boa rd go to a
de-icing conv eyor, which is
basically a water-filled ta nk
where ice used to keep the fish
fresh, is washed off. The fish
drops from the conveyor onto a
grading tab le whe re it's sorted
into one of several boxes ac­
cording to grade, size or species .
As each box is filled, it is
weighed and then moved along
to one of the waiting ins ulated
containers that hold about 1,000
pounds each. Fish such as
herring, mackeral, squid or
capelin can be weighed by a
special in-line scale during

lif tin g and placed into the in­
sulate d conta ine rs direc t from
th e hopper . Carefully iced fish
in pr operl y sea led containe rs
hav e a far longer useable life
than fish expose d to Ne wfoun­
dland ' s summer wea the r.

The se containers ar e
am azin gly effic ient. When
Decks Awash vis ited Beothuck
Fi sh eries ' Valleyfield plan t in
the fall of 1976, peopl e a t t he
plant an d Fi sheri es Officers
com mente d on just how good
the ir experimenta l conta ine rs
wer e.

Doug Newb ury ec hoes their
comments . " Ice will keep for a
week easily in these cont aine rs.
E ven on th e hott est day, th e
conta iners which hold about half
a ton of ice, won' t lose much
more th an 50 pound s from
melting, so we' ll be using those
same conta ine rs to deli ver ice to
pla ces th a t don' t have ice­
mak ing plant s . A truc k going to
pick up conta ine rs of fish will
car ry conta iners of ice to the
fisherm en , so they ca n ice the
catch on board as well as icin g
fish into conta iners."

But let 's get ba ck to the wharf
where we now have conta ine rs
full of iced fish . What happ ens
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next? Well , there are sever a l
possibilities. If the plant is busy,
the containers ca n simply be
sor te d on th e wharf or at the
plant until pre ssure on th e
cutt ing lines eases . If the plant
just can't handle the amount of
fish , trucks could car ry it to
other plants having a slow day .
Fish could even be gutted and
iced down in the containers , and
shipped by air to world markets
hungry for fresh fish .

So it sounds like a gr ea t
system , but when is it goin g to
put in an appearance on your
local wharf? If you live in one of
the approximately 150 com­
munities scheduled for in­
stallation of facilities this year ,
you'll likely be seeing some
action this summer. Howev er ,
there will be a lot more before
1981, the target date for com ­
pletion of the installation of all
the necessary equipment.

Doug Newbury points out that
some fishermen have shown
considerable interest in the
system already. The desi gners
had been worried about possible
resistance from fishermen but
those fears appear to be easing .

Trap fish , especially , stand to
benefit from this increased



Com ponents of the on-shore evstom , a hopper , sorting table. de­
icing tank and container. The system should be ma king it's ap­
pe arance in numerous Newfoundland communities in the next fe w
years.
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efficiency of handling. Taken
close to shore in shallow water ,
the fish are warmer than their
deeper wat er relatives , and
deterioration starts ver y, ver y
quick ly in hot summer weather.
By spe edin g the handling and
ge tt ing the fish under ice as
rapidly as possible, spoilage
should be cut to a minimum. It
should als o up the yield, by
redueing the waste .

" If we can handle our peak
fish eries efficiently , while
mainta ining a high level of
quality, it will make a
tremendous difference to our
fisher ies ," Doug elaborated.
" We're talking about a system
that could increase ground fish
yield... the ratio of landings to
poundage that's actually
produced for human con­
sumption. .. considerably. We
know that the yield in the In­
shor e fishery right now is about
25 percent, so you're selling as
food 25 pounds for every 100
pounds landed. We also know
that the possible yield for the
same species mix is a little over
35 percent, that's a 40 percent
increase in yield ."

For the processors it 's almost
like getting 10 free pounds of
processed fish to sell with every
one hundred pounds purchased
at the wharf, a fact which should
mean more money in the
fishermen 's pockets eventually.
It should also help fish buyers
smile a little more when it
comes time to tote up the year's
profits and losses, and it might
aid marginal operations in
keeping the doors open a little
longer.

What 's the system going to
cost, and who's going to pay the
shot ? Who repairs the hoist
when it breaks down and
maintains the "A·Frame"
gallows used to place the loaded
containers on the waiting
trucks?

" We' ll be paying the cap ital
cost of the project," the
Regional Engineer stated. "The
Department will buy and install
the system , but we're telling th e
industry that we expect them to
pay for the cost of operating and

maintainin g it. We've purchased
thr ee thou sand insulated plastic
conta ine rs to date for use in
1978, but earlier we've had four
or five companies around the
pr ovince use wooden prototypes
to see how they work . Except
that they are difficult to clean
and maintain, the exper ience
has compl et ely confirmed the
value of the insulated container
as a fish holding unit. In the next
year or two , we expect to be
purcha sing another six to eight
thousand of the factory made,
plastic containers , as the in­
dustry adapts to using them .

Tbere are still some questions
to be a nswe red, and a lot of work
to be done, before the system
will be in day-to-day operation.
There ar e also a few hurdles to
be cleared before those backing
the program ca n be certain of its
acceptance. Doug cautions
people not to ex pect the system
to provide all the answers to
every prob lem the fisheries
face. On pa per it looks great , but
1978will be a cru nch year, as the
system starts going into the
communities.

" 1978 is re ally going to be our
year of answ er s," Doug revea ls .
" We expect to have all the
hoists, hoppers and on-shore
systems inst alled by the end of

1979, or ear ly 1980. The ac tual
use of the system proba bly won't
come as fast as that. I ex pect it
will be several years before we
get full acceptance of the
system , not only by fishe r men,
but by buyers as well ."

With some $14 million federal
dollars committed to the
program , th ings will start
happening this summer. The
necessary components are on
hand to install 150 hoists, about
50 in-line weighing systems, and
twenty grading/weig hing/de­
ieing units this coming season.

It 's certainly a fascinating
concept and one of the unique
things about it is that it has been
designed in Newfoundland to
meet this province's special
needs . It 's adaptable to ins hore
tra pboats and longliners , would
help the t rap glut that now
plagues the fishe ry and is
relatively easy and chea p for the
fisherman. He can kee p his net
bags in good trim himsel f even
usin g old cod-ends knotting as
th e basi c material.

Doug Newbury point s out that
the pr oje ct has dra wn on experts
outs ide the Department of
Fi sh eri es and the Environment.
The net bag idea evolved from a
summer 's rese ar ch conducted



with the assistance of Fisheries
College students ,and Memorial
University contributed by
dr awing on its faculty 'S ex­
pertise. P lants around the
province tested prototype
container s, while others helped
in various other ways .

lt the pr ogr am lives up to its

.-­
/'

/

promise, the new system will be
the most innovative im ­
provement in fis h handling
we've seen stnce freezing
facilities let fresh froze n fish
give salted cod a run for it s
money .

Ther e are those who say
improvemen ts in handling ca n' t
come a minute too soon . Given

HARBOUR
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co-operation by all parties in­
volve d.. . Federal Fisheries,
P rovincial Fisher ies , the
buy ers , the sc ientists and the
pr ovince 's fishermen ...
Newfoundlanders may yet live
to see the day when the
Europeans com e her e to learn
the gentle art of handli ng fis h.

i -

TO HEAD OF WHARF TO WHA RF APPROACH

A buzz for sawmillers
(Ev ents" H.ppenlng.
In the Wood.lndu.try )

With Newfoundland pr odu cing
about one third of the amo unt of
lumber used in the province
yea rly , it's clear tha t the
sawmilling ind ustry has a long
way to go before it 's self­
suffi cient with regard to th e
province' s needs . A meeting to
be held in Gander, Feb. 23rd.
and 24th, will examine problems
encoun tered by people in the
busin ess, and seek possi ble
soluti ons to these difficulties.

The mini-confer en ce has been
organized by the Exte nsio n
Service of Mem ori al Unive rs ity ,
acting at the re quest of a
number of sawm ill ope rators.

This meeting will involve only
those directl y par tic ipa ting in
such oper ati ons. Officials of
government and the pulp and
pap er comp anies have not been
invit ed to att end officially, so
th at par ti cipants will have the
opportunity to defi ne the
probl ems and attempt to devise
solut ions among themselves.

The discu ssions will be

freewheeling, with a wide area
of topics being cove red . Among
issu es expected to surface are
questions of wood supply , the
report of the spruce budworm
spray pr ogr am , an d ince ntives
to sawmillers. The sess ions hope
to be able to define pr oblems
that are provincial in sco pe,
while iden tifying others that
may apply to certain regions
only .

For those who cannot attend
the sessions, copies of the repo rt
will be available, at $2.00 eac h,
from the Ex te nsion Ser vice, 21
King' s Bridg e Road , S1. J ohn 's .
Spruce Budwor m :

Spr ay planes will be busy
aga in this sum mer , as
Ne wfoundla nd fights the cur rent
spruce bud worm infes tat ion
that's plaguin g our forests.

Acting on advice contained in
a report submitted by the
Spruce Budworm Review
Committee headed by Dr. H.
Rendell of Memor ial Unive rsity,
the gove rnment has orde red a
limited spray progra m for
certa in infest ed areas thi s

sum me r . The repor t , prepared
before data from last summer's
exper imental pr ogr am was
available, recogni zed the need
to protect fore st resources from
the rav ages of the insect, while
cautioning that the spray
pro grams reco m mended were
intended for shor t term two year
use.

The re port recom mended the
use of fen itr oth ion as the control
age nt, and discouraged the use
of oth er chem ical agents, saying
th at they wer e not as thoroughly
res earched as fen itrothion. The
report recomm end ed that more
research dire cted at producing a
control measure based on
biolo gical meth ods, rathe r than
che mical sp r ays, be un­
dertaken.

Everyone knows that the
sp ra y pr ogram is a control
method, which does not aim to
eli mina te the spruce budworm .
Rath er , it permits the
maximum per iod of survival for
the timber affect ed, and gives
opera tors a ch an ce to harvest
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wood too badl y infected to be
saved .

The report also recommended
tight and continuing monitoring
of the sprayed forest to be
carried out . to ensure en­
vironmental impacts are kept to
a minimum.

Maine . which has been

spraying against the pest for a
number of years, has announced
a change in their strategy.
Starting in 1981, the State of
Maine will no longer pay for the
application of sprays , a change
in attitude said to be partly the
result of public pressure in
regard to spraying. Maine
authorities have stressed that

pro gr am s there will be con­
sider ed only for badly infested
stands in are as remote from
hum an habit ation .

In the next few months more
inform ati on about the spray
program and its implication for
the pr ovince will be made
a va ilable to the public through
Decks Awub.

Build it your own way

Cliff Reardon working on his boat.

"I think this is the type of
program government should be
getting into , where the fisher­
man designs his own boat ," said
Goose Cove fisherman. Cliff
Reardon . And he 's the man who
should know. Cliff is building a
34 foot . 9 inch Cape Island style
boat which he designed himself.

For years, Newfoundland
fishermen. who wanted to build
a boat which was eligible for
bounties and other subsidies.
were tied to approved designs .
Those designs might have been
approved by government of­
ficials, but a lot of the resulting
vessels' found little approval in
the hands of their fishermen
owners. They had a reputation
for rolling viciously in any kind
of a sea, the hull was
inadequately designed, the
boats were too slow and there
were other complaints.

The Fisheries College is
currently sponsoring a boat
building training program that
permits a fisherman to build a
vessel of his own design. The
program is available at District
Vocational Schools in Baie verte,
St. Anthony, Bcnavista,
Placentia or Salt Pond. and
arrangements can be made to
build the craft at any Marine
Service Centre , provided space
is available. Other suitable
facilities can be considered for
use in the program if the need
arises.

"I've been trying to get this
boat for the last two years ,"
Cliff recalled. "I think the boat
building program has been put
here partly because of my in­
terest in the boat. There are

seven men working on the
program here now, and most of
them have built boats before .
They don 't mind working on my
boat. and we plan to be working
until the March 31."

Cliff's new boat will be an
adaptation of a 37 foot Cape
Island design, carrying an 11

goct , 9 inch beam . Previous
experience in the area has
shown the design has certain
advantages.

"Th ere are some Cape
Islanders on the Straits. around
the Port aux Choix area," Cliff
points out. "They're quite a bit
wider than some Newfoundland
designs and a lot more stable.



We're not
"COpS" of the farm

There's no difference in . the
construction of the boa t , but
there is a difference in the way
they handle in the sea when
there's a wind ."

The program aim s to let a
fisherman develop a boat
suitable to his particular
fishery , pr ovided that he can
meet certa in conditions. He
should conta ct the College a few
months in advance, so that
planning and organization can
start. Once the College has
determined that space is
available and has arranged with
Canada Manpower to offer the
course, the fisherman should
contact the nearest Canada
Manpower office, to confirm
that he is eligible for the training
program .

Once that's sorted out, the
fisherman should forward all
information he has about the
boat to the Fisheries College.
Included should be information
on the hull shape required,
materials needed , and the
layout wanted . Then he
assembles the crew of men who
will actually translate his ideas
into the wood, making sure that
these fishermen are eligible for
training under the program. The
minimum number needed is six
men .

With the building crew lined
up, the fisherman can ' then
proceed to order mater ials and
supplies needed to construct the
boat, using drawings and other
material provided by the
College for this purpose. He
must arrange to have all the
supplies delivered to the boat
building site by the day the
project starts .

However, prior to the starting
date, the Fisheries College will
inspect the proposed site , to
ensure that it is suitable. Using
information given them by the
fisherman, they 'll also pr epare
a lines plan and construction
drawings .

They 'U draw out the boat full
size and prepare templates for
the backbone and main frames .
Needed major machine tools
will be installed in the boat
building sit e for the duration of

the cours e, and the College will
pro vide a boat buildin g in­
structor to run the course and
co-ordinate the building of the
vessel.

In today 's fishery, the right
boat can be the factor that
makesor br eaks a fisherman .

" My last season was the best
I've had for 20 years ," Cliff
revealed. " I' ve seen the fish
thi cker, but the price made up
the difference in the catch. We
also had an excellent salmon
fishery both in terms of the
catch and the price. There were
fishermen who made up to $3,000
in a week , and 1 know one man
who, fishing by himself, brought
in $9,000 worth of salmon in one
day. The numb er of fishermen in
Goose Cove has been increasing
every year . There's somewhere
around 45 or 50 fishermen from
here now, and some of them
have been to Toronto and came
home again ."

There are still problems for

" We're trying to maximize
returns to the producer," Gerry
Morgan explained, " while at the
same time ensuring that the
consumer is getting as good a
product as possible at as fa ir a
price as possible:'

Gerry Morgan is the Director
of the Federal Department of
Agriculture 's Production and
Marketing Branch, a unit that
keeps a comparatively low
profile in comparison to the
Experimental Farm. Mr.
Morgan feels that his Branch's
efforts are often misunderstood
by some of the farmers,
especially as the Marketing
Branch's first contact with a
farmer may come at the
wholesale level. For example, if
there is a problem with a
product, one of the Branch's 15
inspectors would then get in
touch with the farmer who
produced the product in
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those fishermen. Small Cra fts
and Harbours built a new wharf
last yea r in the community, but
an obsolete bait holding unit is
presently unu sable , and
fish erm en ar e looking for a
repla cement. They hope to see
th e power hoist for the new fish
handling syst em installed this
yea r: a move that should aid in
quality control.

For Cliff Reardon, the boat
building training progr am looks
like the answer to his pr ayers.
Equipped with the bigger ves se l
he designed him self, he'll be
able to roam furth er in sea rch of
those bett er pr iced fish, and sta y
out longer if he has to. He'll have
the satisfact ion of using a boat
built to his design, and the
confid ence that br ings.

" 1 think this is a good pr ogram
we're working on," Cliff sai d
"and I think ther e ar e alr ead y
plans to ha ve it going aga in next
year."

question . Thus the inspe ctor
appears to be the bearer of bad
news . It's the sa me type of
problem that police face ... they
often don't get into the act unti l
trouble has developed .

However, the Bra nch's men
aren't really "cops of the farm " ,
out to tak e action against those
who find themselves in tr oubl e.
Gerry Morgan sees the Bran ch 's
role as being more like coun­
sellors than cops .

"If we find that a farmer 's
product doesn 't meet the grade ,
then he 's naturally not too happ y
about it" , the veter an
agriculture worker expla ins ,
"but what we're really tr ying to
do, as we have done in the past,
is make the farm er aware of
what the grading system we
enforce is all about. We tr y to
show the farmer that the in­
spection service is ther e to
assist him . If we find that a



" 1 was sealing lor 21 springs, recalls Captain "Chum" Greenhsm 01
Twillingate. " We didn 't mak e any money at .111.1used to get 2~ lor
.. dozen flippers . But 1 never got caught on the ice, although 1 was
out one morning until J o'clock. 1 always bad enough lood lor two or
three day,."
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problem exists. we go directly to
the farm . not to nab the man, but
to try and find out , working with
him, what the source of the
problem is. We're trying to help
him cure the problem , and thus
make sure that he gets the best
possible retu rn on his in­
vestment of time and money. We
want to help him get better
grades and a better pr ice for his
crops. That's really the idea
behind our inspections. By doing
that, we also ensure that the
consumer is gett ing the best
possible deal. "

A good exam ple of the
Branch 's method of operation

came when some broiler
chickens showed evidence of a
blister condition . The Bra nch,
acting with the Experimental
Farm and other interested
agencies. sta rted investigating
the problem . That search for an
answer eventually led to the
involvement of personnel at the
. . Experimental Farm , th e
Provincial Department of
Agriculture and the Research
Station in Nova Scotia .

Gerry Morgan joined the
Department of Agriculture in
1949, and he has seen many
cha nges in the farming scene in
the province during the years

he 's bee n involve d with the
busi ness.

" Our far mers have come a
long way," he rem ark s. " They
are ve ry willing to learn new
meth ods and they know that
they ha ve to lea rn to surviv e.
The qua lity of their product
righ t now is eq ual to, or better
than , that of imp ort ed products .
Before , they could just go out
and sell eve ryt hing they
produ ced. Now they ar e facin g
stiff competitio n and they have
to have the quality in ord er to
survive. Our role is to help make
sure that they do tha t. ..

Canned
Seal Pie

1 ca n seal (la rge)
I onian
1 beef oxo cube (optional)
pot atoes (3or 4) cut in cubes
carrots (3or 4) cut in circles
sea soning

" Biscuit Topping"
2 cups flour
4 tsp . baking powder
1 egg
1 cup milk
tA cup butter

Put seal in large skille t.
Remove bones . Add chopped
onion and let sizzle unt il onio ns
are limp . Add dissolved oxo
cube . Add potatoes , carrots , and
seasoning and enou gh water to
mak e a good gra vy and boil all
the vegetables . Cook until
vegeta bles are almost done .
Mak e " Bisc uit" toppin g.

To make "B iscu it Topp ing" :
Crea m butt er , flour and

bakin g powder . Add beaten eggs
a nd milk. Flatten out (no need to
roll ) and place on top of skillet
or if you prefer, put filling in a
ca sse role dish and put topping
on top of that.

Bake unt il toppin g is done.

~-'.~-
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Th e men & the women

I want my freedom

Alan Richards of St. Anthony has been involved in the seal fishery
for 35 years.

Alan Richards, 50, of St.
Anthony, has been involved in
the seal fishery for at least 35
y ears. A bachelor, he fishes and
hun ts alone and believes
passionately in his way of life
and his freedom to pursue that
way of life. In the following
edited interview, he talks
eloquently about the seal
fi shery.

" I started sealing when I was
very young and by the time I
was 15,1 was sealing on my own.
Sealing is part of my life and to
t ake it away is to take away my
fre edom .

" I st art sealing about April 1
and I get about one-third of my
income from that. Then , the last
of May to the middle of J une, I
sta rt at the salmon fishery, from
which I get another third of my
incom e. After a month or so at
that, I start at the cod fishery,
which gives me the other third .
All in all , the three lots com ­
bined give me my liveli hood. To
cu t off that is going to hurt me .

" Somebody, last year, came
into Newfoundland and said tha t
Newfoundlanders didn 't depen d
on the seal fishery because they
were only at it three weeks, but
all they knew about were the big
boats which went to the Ice for
appr oxim ately a month. But, for
an individual like me, I'm at it
two months . I start about 3
o'clock in the morning and
spend 16-17 hours a day at it.
every day until the sealing is
over .

" Last year,l got 100 seals. We
usually sell the seals to local
merchants who carry them to
the Carino Company in Tri nity
Bay. Last year, a lot of the
fishermen carried their own
se als down to the plant. It was a
good thing because they learned
some thing. To be honest, I didn't
r eali ze how important it was to
handle a seal just right. I
thought it was a thing you could

hand le rough, but the men from
here watched the skins and pelts
go though the mechanism at
Carin o and they realized that
even a little scratch on the fur
ca n make a difference. Now I
take very good care of my skins.

" I have heard rumors that
there is no reason why fisher­
men should not be getting as
good a price as they did last year
for their pelts . I ave raged $22
for my pelts last year ; but for a
good quality, it was up arou nd
$30.

"I got rid of all my meat.
There is such a small minority
of sealers in St. Anthony tha t

you can bring in a lot of sea ls
and there are a lot of people
waiting for it. I killed over 100
seals and never threw away any
carcasses. I sold my carcasses
for around $4 last year, that is,
flip pers and all. There are two
Fishery Officers here and every
week they invest igated to find
out how many seals were
caught.

" I use a rifle . I think that any
man who would take a shot gun
and blast a seal on a pan should
have his license taken from him.
But , when a seal gets in the
wate r and his head is just poking
out, sometimes the only way to
get him is with a shot gun.



A seal fishery
for my son
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" The big pr oblem for us her e
in St. Anthony is the quot a
system. In January, peopl e
begin to hunt seals in Notre
Dame Bay. They have
longliners and hunt for thr ee or
four months , and they make
between $15,000 and $20,000.
Then, when they go to the Hunt,
they go north and clean out the
seals . We sit here on la nd with
our small boats and watch the
seals passing south about 50
miles off. We hav e to wait for the
seals to get in the water and
migrate to the land before we
can get them . Then , just when
our turn is comin g, they cut off
the quota .

"Last year could hav e been an
excellent year . We started
around April 1 and on May 12
they cut us off.

"In my 35years of huntin g the
seal, I don't think I have kill ed a
dozen whitecoats , but all these
protests are hurting me because
soon I won't be able to se ll my
skins. We get mostly harps and a
few hoods. I'm not interested in
killing whitecoats .

"As far as Brian Davi es and
Greenpeace ar e conce rn ed , they
are just out to mak e a big bundle
of news . They are no mor e
worried about the seals tha n 1
am worried about what is
happening on the moon .

"Why should people come in
here and interfere with our way
of life when the scientists say the
seal is not extinct. I am sur e th at
if the scientists sa id the seal
herd was declinin g and the y
were going to hav e to close the
season for two or thr ee years ,
the majority of fishermen
wouldn't say a thin g about it.
They would go by the law ; but
the seal is not extinct.

"I am a Pentecostal, and 1
believe in God. Ther efore , I
don't get a joy out of killing , but
it is essential. I consid er myself
as humane and sympathetic as
any man. There is something
about the nerves of the seal
which make the seal flutter
around after its been killed . I
have had seals twist and turn in
my boat for two or three
minutes . The seal was really

dead , but the nerves wer e still
going . I felt so bad , I didn 't know
what to do.

"I have a great appreciation
for nature. I respect nature and
learn from it. I am amazed by it.
For Brian Davies to call
Newfoundlanders a bunch of
maniacs, barbarians and
savages is so wrong . There are
no more sympathetic people on
earth than Newfoundlanders . If
I were to kill a seal and didn't
kill it clean , then I would feel for
it. The majority of fishermen
that I know feel that way. When
you kill something, blood has got
to flow. To the people who don 't
understand, it looks terrible. It
makes you look like a savage,
but it is the right thing to do
when it is done right.

"As far as I can understand,
there is nothing more organized
than the Seal Hunt. We have
specialists looking into every
angle. Those men who come
here forget about the cruelty on
their own door steps. In the

Bernard Biles is a family
man. He .Itves in a large com­
fortable house in St. Anthony
with his wife, Beryl, a hair­
dresser, and their three
children, Sean 12, Tammy 8, and
Nishie 6. Bernard is a full-time
fisherman and he has every
expectation that his son will be
too. Sean already spends all
summer with his father in the
boat and finds that the open , free
and yet hard life suits him just
fine. It also means that Bernard
and his son can develop a close
relationship .

Bernard is also a sealer and
Sean can't wait for the day when
he can go sealing with his father.
But that's not unusual, because
most men in St . Anthony are
sealers in the springtime. What
makes Bernard different is that
he is not only a landsman, but
for the past two years he has
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Stat es , people go and kill moose
just to get the antlers . People
who do that sit down , writ e hate
letters and send them here to us .
1 read one hate letter and also
heard about a teacher who got
her third and fourth grade
students to write hat e mail and
draw bad pictures . The teachers
pumped this stuff into the
children's minds and got them to
draw pictures and put
statements behind them that
would almost make you shiver
to read . I wouldn 't know how to
describe things like that. It is not
human.

"I want my freedom . 1 don 't
want to ever have to sit down in
the month of April or May and
just look out at the ice drifting
by , knowing that the seals are
there and not be able to go out
and hunt seals . It would be just
as well to take me and lock me
up in jail. I don't want to be a
drawback on my government. I
don't want unemployment or
handouts. "

gone to the Front on the Arctic
Endevour under Jim Gillett's
command, along with 23 other
sealers. There were six from
Bonavtsta, five from
Twillingate, two from St. John's,
two from Torbay, one from
Wesleyville, and a group from
around Centreville. Bernard
was the only one from St. An­
thony .

Unlike the other boats which
now go to the Front, the Arctic
Endevour is not steel from stem
to stern; she is still wooden, but
as Bernard says , "You choose
the captain, not the boat ".

According to Bernard, being
at the Front is hard
work ... .. .over the sides at 6 a .m.
and on to the pans .... killing and
skinning seals all day with
maybe a stop for lunch . Then it's
back on board late in the



Bernard and Beryl Biles with two of their chil dren. Tammy and
Nishie.
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eve ning to clean and wash the
skins. Bernard has never seen
an y seals skinned alive as some
protestors and misinformed
peopl e claim . He says the re
would be no sense to it because it
would be too difficult and it
would take too much time. and
time means loss in money .

Bernard's boat was lucky to
av oid th e protestors last year,
but they were given strict In­
st ructions in case Gree npeace
c ame around. " We were told to
do nothing" , recalls Bernard ,
" but they could do what they
wanted. It was very one-sided as
far as I was concerned. "

In addition to going to the
Front , Bernard is involved in the
seal fish ery near his home . Last
year , however, he was out only
one day and got only seven
seals.

He , too. is concerned about the
quota system . He fee ls that the
people of the Northern Pe nin­
sula ar e losing out. Reiterating
what others have said, Berna rd
claims tha t by the time the seals
head north to whe re the St.
Anthony people can take them.
th e quot a is gone . No one
disputes th e fact that there
should be a quota , but they do
wish th at there was a quota for
eac h ba y.

Bernard hopes to go sealing
for many years to come . He
kno ws that the seals are not in
danger of extinction. "If the
boats stop going out, the seals
are going to get so thick that

the y are going to sta rt de ple ting
the cod sto ck. " He sa ys, "if you
giv e the seal s five years with no
one taking them , th en there will
be millions of seals out ther e and
they would starve. I think it is
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bett er to kill them ."
Bernard also hopes that his

son, Sean, will be abl e to go
sea ling because Sean wants to
be com e a fish erm an and sealing
is an int egr al par t of the fishery.

Growing up in Raleigh
Bella Hodge, a very attractive

widow in her mid thirties. lives
with her five children in the
Northern Newfoundland com ­
munity of St. Anthony. Bro ught
up in the nearby settlement of
Raleigh, Bella participated in an
isolated community 's way of life
until she was 17. At that point.
she left/or St. John 's to work .

After marrying . she travel led
fairly extensively. visiting

Europe, the West Indies and the
Mainland and living in such
places as Labrador. Eventually,
she settled with her family in St.
Anthony. close to her old home .
An active woman , she is now
running a sm all comm unit y
newspaper.

In the following interview
Bella talks about her chil dhood
in Ra leigh .

" My father was a fish erman,

hunter and cr aftsman. He built
houses, boat s and mad e his own
snowshoes. My mother made
clothes, hooked rugs and sold
handicrafts to the Gren fell
Mission. Our house was sort of
like a factory . There were six in
my family , 2 gir ls and 4 boys and
there were very few things our
family had to buy because we
grew our own veg etables , made
our own clothes and hunted for
our own mea t .



Bella Hodge is a Newfoundlander whose forefathers all depended on
the land and sea for a living.

Problems facing
the landsmen
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"In the summer we milked
our cows , made our butter and
ate th e fis h we caught. In the
faU we hunted sea birds , snared
rabb its, and killed our sheep and
cows. By Mar ch , most of the
food would be gone and the only
thing we had was seal. When
seals were in season, we ate seal
meat every day and we never
bought boots because my
paren ts made boots out of seal
sk ins.

"I was brou ght up with the
fact that animals had to be killed
if we were going to live . I would
be a round when they killed the
la mbs in the faU and I would see
the white coats in the spring.

" My mot her was always
worried about my father going
out on the ice. That's why I don't
want my family to have to do
what I had to do when I was
growing up .

"O ne time, I remember my
fath er went to Lance aux
Meadows, (where the Viking
rem ains were discovered ) on
dog team with five others . One
m an died and my father was
found covered in snow with just
his hands sticking up. One man
reached home and told how the
men were lost and a rescue team
went for them. Then they
br ought my father home. He
was frozen just like a chunk of
ice . It took all night for my
grandmother, and other women
to bring him to.

" I hope the way of life of the
Seal Hunt never changes. I think
th e ti me has come when you
hav e to go back to the old ways .
Life is n't always going to go on
with all the money and all the
wastage there is now. If people
don't know how to do those
th ings , it's going to be tough for
th em . If these skills aren 't
pas sed on to our children , it 's
going to be tough on them in
yea rs to come . Our fathers and
gra ndfa thers knew how to get
along during the depression, but
our children today don 't know
how to su rvive and live off the
land. I never knew what hunger
was becau se my mother and
fath er knew what to do.

" All these protestors are

coming here and telling us not to
kill seals when they aren't
concerned with cleaning up their
own mess. Other people hold
cockfights, bullfights and fox
hunts for sport.

"We hunt seals because it is a

Come spring. men all over
Newfoundland take to thei r
boats, be they outboards or
longtiners , and go after th e
sea ls. These men are known as
landsmen and they depend
heavily on the seal fishe ry . It is
an integral part of thei r yearly
fishing cycle .

Two men involved in the
fishery on the Northe rn
Peninsula are Aubrey Pil gr im of
Gri quet and Ph ilip Sexton of
Goose Cove. Both men hav e
been involved in the seal fisher y
ever since they were old enough
to fish . Both these men have
strong feelings about the way
the seal fishery is regulated , the
way the pelts are handle d, and
about the protestors who come
to St. Anthon y every spring
a long with the sea ls .
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way of life and a necessity .
Today our family still ea ts seal
meat. My children love it boiled
and stewed: it's just like beef.
Bri an Davi es and those people
are putting an im als a head of
human beings. "

Most of the men in the a rea
wai t for th e spr ing seal fishery,
but th ere was a time when
everyone had a net or two out
and caught seals all winter long.
Hauling a 14 inch mesh net th at
was about 2 fathoms deep and 20
fathoms long is hard work ,
especially in th e dead of winter
when storms and fre ezing cold
temperatures are eve ryday
occurrences.

Then there is the problems of
the pelt. Accord ing to Philip, " If
the seal is left in the net too long,
because a storm prev ents going
out, the pelt ge ts worm y aro und
the neck . It doesn ' t affect the
meat, but it usually des tr oys the
value of the pelt."

Because of these problems,
most of the Northern Peninsula
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landsmen wait until spring to go
after the seals with a rifle .

Aubrey and his partner fish in
the small open boat about 25
miles off of Griquel. They hunt
mostly harp seals, along with
the scattered hood, and an oc­
casional wbitecoat. Ph ilip also
uses a small open boat and hunts
primarily the ha rp seal.

Aubrey and his partner
brought 96 pelts to Cari no in
Trinity Bay last year and Ph ilip
and his two partne rs sold 250.

After these men shoot and skin
their sea ls, they was h and dry
the skins. When all the grease
and blood is taken off the pelts ,
they put on the ant i-yellowing
solution. However , it may be a
long time before the pelts are
trucked the 600 miles to Dildo
and so the men snow their seals
(cover the seals with snow) to
prevent the skins from further
yellowing . As early as Ja nua ry
10, P hilip Sexton already had
th ree seals snowed in.

For many years. truckers
used to take the seals in late
spring from these Northern
Pe ninsu la communities to the
sea l facto ry in Dildo, Tri nity
Bay. But acco rding to tl\,e St .
Anthony fisherm en , these
truckers were " ripping off" the
sealers by cha rg ing exorbitant
prices. They also did not take
ca re of the skins in t ra nsit and

Aubrey Pilgrim of Criquet.

let them get ru sty on discarded
nails or hooks . When the trucks
arrived in Dildo. often the skins
were dumped on the wharf
where they would lie in the sun.
After taking great care of his
pelts, a fisherman often would
find that his pelts fetched a very
low price due to neglect on the
part of the trucker.

States Philip Sexton, " Some of
the truckers were making
almos t $3,000 a trip. They took
their price off the pelt. We did n't
know what we were getting for a
pelt. It was a rip-off . Then the
truckers would keep the money
from the fat and we would only
get paid for the skins ."

Aubrey Pilgrim had the same
problem . He never knew what
his skins were worth because the
trucker would only give him a
certain amount, but last year he
trucked his own skins down . The
year before, Aubrey only got
between $18and $20per pelt, but
last year when he trucked his
own pelts, he got the high price
of $27. "The fellow in the office
said we had the best grade of
seals coming in at that time. We
got 6 cents for the fat and it was
the first time we got anything
for the fat since we have been
killing seals. Each seal has
abo ut 30-35pounds of fat. If I had
given the skins to a trucker. he
would have made close to $200
off of me on the fat alone ."

Because of the problem with
the truckers. mor e and more of
the sealers are doing their own
trucking. This way they can
make an appointment with
Carino and have their pelts
graded right on the spot, instead
of having them dumped on the
wharf to sit in the sun . There has
been talk of using the railway to
transport the pelts and the
Progressive Rights Orga n­
ization, which is a gro up of
people concerned with the futur e
of the seali ng indust ry in the
Province. are looking into a
tr ucking system .

Another problem facing the
sealers of the St. Anthony area is
the quota system which they feel
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discriminates against Northern
Peninsula landsmen. Often , just
when the seals become plentiful,
the season is ended . because the
quota has been taken by
fishermen in Notre Dame Bay .

Another problem is finding
markets for the seal meat. While
the problem is not as acute as in
the Notre Dame Bay area, some
of the men have difficulty in
se lling all their meat. Repor ts
Philip, "There was no one
buying the mea t last year. The
year before last , we sold aro und
100 ca rcasses in our area for
about $5eac h."

Anothe r problem. but of a
minor sort, facing the seale rs is
the use of the shotgun. It has , in
fact . been outlawed; but many
sealers find that it is the only
way to kill a seal in the water.
No one questions the use of a
r ifle on the ice, but the seals are
only on the ice during midday
when the sun is warm. During
the morning and afternoon. they
are in the wate r and that's when
you will find the occasional
sealer still usin g a shotgun.
However, the shot da mages the
skin and it will not fetch as high
a pr ice as a sea l shot by a rifle .

For both Aubrey and Phili p.
th e pr otestors who come to St.
Anthony eac h yea r are upsetti ng
and a nuisance. Last year
Aubr ey becam e personally
involved and was responsib le for

Philip Sexton of Goose Cove.
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brin ging ma ny of the pro-sea ling
demonstr ator s to the Viking
Motel when Br ian Davies
arrived. Says Aubrey
adamantly, " My fa ther was a
se ale r , my broth ers are sealers
and I have three sons who are
sealers. The seal fishery is

im por tant to my whole fam ily.
All this protesting reall y upset s
me. I don 't like to see peopl e
coming in and tellin g us what to
do ."

In the future both Aubr ey and
Philip plan to continue sealing.
And , of course, they will go a fter
th e cod and the salm on. Aubr ey
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will also contin ue to intersperse
his fis hing with occasiona lly
workin g at the fish pla nt.
Se aling is th eir way of life and
th ey exp ect to be doing it for
m an y mor e years , and they
ex pect th eir sons to be doing it
long after they are gone .

Protesting can be
good business

The Viking Mot el just outside of St. Anthony has become the
headquarters of the anti-s eal hunt industry . Merri11 White. the
Viking 's manager looks forward to another 9 day business boom in
March.

Protes tin g the annua l seal
hunt is good business in St.
Anthony , Newfoundla nd. In a
community of 3,000th at depends
heavily on the Int ernational
Grenfell Mission hospital and
the Fishery Pr oducts fish plant
for work , things ca n be a little
slow during Mar ch . Th e ice still
jams the harbour , the fish plant
hasn't opened and the sickness
rate is running about the same
as usual.

Th us when se ve ral hundred
people descend on this small
com munity, it can do a lot to
bolster the incom e. Taxis have
been rumored to charge $90 to
seal hunt reporters and
protestors to mak e the 16-mile
run fr om St. Anthony to the
Viking Motel wher e aU the ac ­
tion takes pla ce . And the motels
are quick to admit that all the
seal hunt pr otesto rs and the
news reporter s do much to buoy
up wha t would other wise be a
slow season.

To quot e a resid ent of St.
Anthony, " For all the money the
protestors make off of
Newfou ndl an d, it' s only proper
that th ey should spend a little of
that mon ey here."

In th e beginn ing no one
profited ve ry much from the
seal pr otestors. According to
Merrill and Sad ie white,
Mana gers of the now famous
Viking Motel where Brian
Davies mak es his headquarters
during th ose two weeks in
Marcb, " Bria n Dav ies only had

11 units in 1976. It was a qui et
and peaceful demonstration, but
last year they took over the
whole motel. Ther e were ap ­
pr oximately 300 people staying
he re at that time. That am ount
of people coming in, really
helped our business and also all
of the Great Northern Penin­
sula. The first year nobod y had
the protestors , only us , but last
yea r everyone took th em or
people connected with them ."

Reports Ma itl and Squires,
Manager of the St. Anthony
Motel in St. Anthony where most
of th e re porters stay, " Last year

business really picked up . I had
an idea it was going to be like
that beca use Cooks Tr avel
Agency was making res er ­
vations , but I didn 't know who
they wer e for . Then I found out it
was for the seal protestor , Franz
Webber, from Swit zerland, and I
called Cooks and cancelled the
r eservations. They had 18 room s
booked , but I knew I could rent
them out again . I would pr efer
to lose the business than to ha ve
those types in here ."

Most of the action took pla ce
at the Viking Motel because
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that's where the helicopters
could take off most easily for the
hunt. It's also close to the air­
port. The reporters would stay
in St. Anthony during the night
but then make a beeline to the
Viking Motel each morning to
see what action and rumors
were taking place. According to
Mr. Squires, of the St. Anthony
Motel, "There was a lot of
running around, but no action. I
didn't spend any time glaring up
for the event by taking on extra
staff. We just work a bit of
overtime which the staff likes at
that time of year."

But for the Viking Motel it was
a very different story. "We were
up at 5 o'clock in the morning
and kept on going until way into
the night. We had to take on
extra staff and had to bring in a
lot of supplies before everyone
arrived. We had to buy liquor by
the truckfulls. In addition to the
people staying here, we had to
feed the Mounties and all the
people who were here just to see
what was going on."

For the Whites, it was an
exciting time. Everyone was
friendly: protestors, an-
tiprotestors, reporters and
Mounties ... everyone, that is,
but Greenpeace. "They weren't
the friendliest people around,"
report the Whites. But as for the
rest, "If we had taken them up
on their invitations for
holidays," reminisces Merrill

White, "we would have places to
go for the next 10years."

Aging movie starlet Yvette
Mimieux even called them the
day after she returned to
Hollywood. States Merrill, "I
think all those people un­
derstood more about
Newfoundland when they left
here. I think it helps for them to
come here and see what is going
on."

All this notoriety has certainly
helped the St. Anthony and
Viking Motel's business the rest
of the year. Reports Merrill,
"Some of the people who came
here last summer, came
because they heard about the
Motel. I usually get out and mix
with everyone. All the tourists
who came here last year, when
we started to talk with them, the
first thing they would ask about
was Brian Davies."

Both Motel Managers agreed
that things weren't half as
violent as the press played them
to be. Recalls Maitland, "Last
year everyone who went at it
seemed as though they were a
bunch of kids getting out and
having a snowball fight. There
were hard words said and
everything else, but it seemed as
though there was a lot of humor
in it as well."

"It wasn't all that bad,"
recalls Merrill, "I can't see why
the press blew it out of
proportion."
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As for this year, Merrill
reports that Brian Davies has
the Viking Motel booked. "The
agreement when he booked was
that if he doesn't come, he
doesn't want his money back."

The Department of Fisheries
has booked 16 rooms at the St.
Anthony Motel and Canadian
Press and CBC have booked the
rest. But both motel managers
think that the action may be
somewhat quieter this year,
because there is a good chance
that Brian Davies won't be
around.

As for whether the protest
business or the seal hunt is more
important to the motel
managers, there is no question
in their minds. "I don't want the
protesting to continue if it's
going to hurt the Newfoundland
seal fishery," says Merrill
firmly. "I am just as much a
Newfoundlander as anyone."
Maitland agrees, "It isn't a
matter of life or death, it's a
matter of a way of life and I
wouldn't want to see that
destroyed. The French
Canadians don't want to see
their way of life destroyed and
neither do we."

But if the protestors continue
to come to Newfoundland to
profit from the seal hunt protest,
the two motel managers will
continue to profit on a much
smaller scale.

Exchanging view points
On March 17, seventeen

students from a high school in
Toronto will arrive in St. An­
thony to attend school and live
with Newfoundland families for
a week. Sometime after that, 17
students from St. Anthony will
go to Toronto for a week . These
34 students are part of an ex­
change sponsored by the
Canadian Council of Christians
and Jews.

However the Council goes far
beyond promoting a better
understanding between
Christians and Jews. It is con-

cerned with promoting better
understanding among all
Canadians. And certainly the
rest of Canada is in need of
understanding Newfoundland.
In fact, this educational ex­
change almost did not take place
because the Toronto school
board bowed to public pressure
against the Seal Hunt and would
not allow the 17 students to come
to St. Anthony during school
time.

For over 20 years, the Council
has organized and financed the

largest student exchange of its
type in the country. Last year
almost 3,000 young people
between the ages of 14 and 18
participated. While Quebec has
been a natural focus for student
exchanges, there are many
other groups which have need of
such an exchange because it is
one effective way of dispelling
the many myths and rumors
which spring up about ethnic
groups and regional areas.

One unfortunate myth that has
been put before the public by the



The St. Anthony students who will be parficipatlng in an exchange with
students from Toronto.
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news media and certain people
is that the citizens of
Newfoundland are murders,
savages and barbarians because
they an nually participate in the
Seal Hunt.

Other than participating in an
exc ha nge and having a good
time in Toronto and St. Anthony,
it is hoped tha t some of the
people in the Toro nto area will
meet kids from St. Anthony who
ar e ver y simila r to thei r own
childre n. And of course when the
Tor ont o stu de nts visi t St. An­
thony , they will st ay in houses of
peopl e who hun t and fish for a
livin g and perh aps these
stude nts will be able to un­
derst and bett er the kind of
lifestyle that exists in th is
pro vince. Their understanding
will go a long way in dispelling
th e man y myt hs that have
arisen about our province.

For all of the St. Anthony
stu de nts, it will be their first
tim e on an exchange. Sixty­
seven students from Grade 10
and Grade 11 showed interest in
th e exc ha nge, but only 17 could
be chosen . All of the students
hav e eithe r a fat he r, brot her,
uncle, etc., who are sea lers,
although only one of the stude nts

has yet participated in the seal
fishery.

Nonetheless. the students feel
strongly about their way of life.
Said one of the students, " I don't
see the Seal Hunt as being any
different than when other kinds
of animals are killed, the only
difference is that it happens on
the ice and not in a building."
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When the Toronto kids come to
St. Anthony for a week in March.
they will go skidooing, dancing,
fishing and perhaps even watch
some seal hunting. And
hopefully. when they return to
Toronto, they will spread the
word that the people of St. An­
thony are in the words of one
female student. "No different
than anyone else."

Little Bay Islands sealers
Fishin g and Littl e Bay Islands

have always gone toget her.
Once the centre for all fishing
acti vity in Gree n Bay and
Western Notre Da me Bay, this
four-mile squa re isla nd has
maintained its tradition and
today boasts a community of
fisher me n who are known for
their expe rtise in the boats. Not
only are the men good at cat­
ching cod. turbot. crab and
lobst er , but they also purs ue the
seal fisher y.

Accordin g to the fisher men,
roughly 70 per cent of the men
are involv ed in se aling and eac h
person ear ns between 15 per cen t
and 33 percent of his income
from that particular fIshery.
Some pursue the seals In open
motor boall , but there ar e ap-

proxim ately 14 larger boats
whic h exte nd from 30 feet to 64
feet.

Last year it was estimated
th at roughly 5,000 seals were
killed by Little Bay Islands men,
and its not uncommon for one
boat to kill as many as 800. But if
one thinks this is an unusually
lar ge amount of seals to be
killed . rest assured that Fis hery
Officers keep tight tabs on the
a mou nt of sea ls taken. They also
collect slip s which are filled out
by fisher men eve ry week. These
slips indicate the a mount of
sea ls caught and the type of
sea ls taken .

Most of th e fisherm en begin
hun ting the Harp Seal about the
middle of January and conti nue
huntin g up until the end of

March. In the dead of winter the
fishermen only go out for the
day, leaving before light and
comi ng back late at night. But
during March month. they stay
out for several days to a week,
steaming into Green Bay. White
Bay and as far north as the
Horse Isla nds or Grey Islands.
to wherever the seals are. Ac­
cording to a group of fishermen,
on an average day they leave the
harbour about 6 a. m. and steam
nort hward until lunch hour.
" When the sun gets up and it
gets warm, the sea ls will get up
on the ice," says Tom Rober ts ,
one of Little Bay Islands most
active and vocal fisher men,
" Around one or two o'cloc k you
pr oba bly spot the seals. Jus t one
bullet . hot and the y are in the



Tom Roberts of Little B/jY IsJ/jnds wUh the rifle he uses when seal hunting.
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water again . We usually wait
unUI they get settled. Then you
start to make yourkil1. Two men
would generally be shooting at
the seals. One day last year we
started killing around 2 o'clock.
There were two shooting and the
other two were hauling along
side . They went on and killed
until it became dark."

After the seals are brought
aboard, they are immediately
bled. According to the Little Bay
Islands fishermen. "If you don't
do that and leave them on the ice
over night, they are no good.
You have to cut them open and
let the hot blood run out and cool
off. If you don't, the hot blood
will go through the seal which
makes him no good."

For the fishermen of Little
Bay Islands, sealing is im­
portant for their livelihood, but
it still is an unpleasant business.
It is hard, cold work, especially
when there is a storm brewing.
Even in this day and age , men
have gone sealing from Notre
Dame Bay in their small open
boats or in their longtmers and
never returned. As one little Bay
Islands man said, "A man who
has a boat for fishing is taking
big chances when he goes to the
seal fishery."

Then there is sealer's finger.
Noone knows what causes it , but
some say it is the fat of the seal
which gets into the weathered
chapped cracks of the sealer's
skin or perhaps it comes from
the strain of shooting and cut­
ting the seal all day long . It's
very painful and its only cure
appears to be penicillin shots.
Several men from Little Bay
Islands have been known to be
hospitalized from it.

But there are other problems
which plague a sealer even more
and have far more serious
consequences, for the Little Bay
Islands men who are prolific
sealers. Their biggest concern in
recent years has been the
inability to sell seal meat. Ac­
cording to one Little Bay Islands
man, "Years ago, when we were
sealing in small boats, when we
got a seal, we were sure that we

were going to sell it . At that time
there weren 't that many seals
killed . But now, everyone is
involved in it and there is no way
you can get rid of al1 your seal
meat."

Generally, the fishermen have
no problem selling their meat
during the first month of
sealing, but after that it
becomes far more difficult. S. T.
Jones, the fish company which
puts up crab and herring on the
island, takes a little bit of seal
meat, but not enough to make a
dent in the amount that's
caught. Lou Everleigh in
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Comfort Cove has put up seal
meat as well but not on a big
enough scale to help out the
fishermen of Little Bay Islands.
In fact Everleigh's operation
upsets som e of the fishermen
from Little Bay Islands. Ac­
cording to them , Everleigh has
received some backing from the
government which has helped
him stay in the seal meat
business. The fishermen of
Little Bay Islands think that S.T.
Jones & Sons should receive the
same benefit as well.

Besides finding a market for
their seal meat, the other
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the pe ak season. There are some
longliners from Little Bay
Islands th at made as much as
$30,000 from the Seal Hunt last
year. Thus , naturally. thes e men
are concerned about th e
protestors who don't understand
how the men of Little Bay
Islands live .

State a group of island
residents , who have re centl y
formed a chapter of th e
Progressive Rights Organ­
ization which is dedi cat ed
to the continuation of the Seal
Hunt. "If we lose the se al
fish ery. there will be a lot of
people who will find it bad .
There are a lot of dollar s made
in the seal fishery. It is par t of
our livelihood ."

The men got involved wit h
PRO because the y thought
everyone should be involved .
Reports Tom Roberts, " Some
men from PRO came her e and
had a meeting and told us a lot of
things we didn 't know. They told
us about the money Brian
Davies gets . I think eve ry
fishermen should back PRO up .
We never got involved in PRO
from a personal point of view ;
we got involved for Newfound­
land in general. Newfoundland
needs the support in order to
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Ray m oDd Tuc kf' r, Tom Rober ts . Roland K'f'ir . GOrdODWeir lIDd Bert. Tucker
lire all sealers from L i ttle Bay tstsna s.

made available so th at longli ne r
cre ws will ha ve some idea of
wher e the herds are and how
fast the y ar e moving on the ice
pa ns .

Despite not havin g th e use of
spotter planes, the men from
Littl e Bay Isl ands are able to
brin g in a lar ge amount of seals
to th eir wharf . From there, S.T.
J ones and Sons truck the pelts
into St. John' s for the men .
Unlike th e men from St. An­
thony, ve ry few of the Littl e Bay
Isl ands fishe r men have any
com plaints with their tr ucker .
The only diffic ulty app ears to be
the fact that they are depend ent
on the fer ry and the weather. so
it sometimes ta kes quite a while
before a truck ca n leave the
island ladened down with pelts .
But the men are satisfied with
the pr ice . Repor t the men ,"
the re was n't any co mplaints last
year fr om anyone around here
with the pr ice. Out of the $27
whic h is top pri ce . we were
getting $23 or $24. We were also
ge tti ng 4 ce nts for the fat. "

If you ask any man on Little
Bay Islands, he will tell you that
no one is unemployed . In fact, if
you ask George Jon es , head of
the fish pla nt . he will tell you
that they have to imp ort labor in

problem plag uing the fisherm en
is the lac k of year rou nd lights
and a light kee pe r. The
fishermen fish virt uatly all year
round and they depe nd on those
lights . "If the lights should
happen to go out now, they
wouldn't be lit anymore until
spring:' say the fisher me n.

The fishe r men also thin k that
a Fisheries Officer should be
stationed at Little Bay Island s
all yea r 10nK. Right now he is
stationed in Spr ingda le and he
makes his round s, but the Littl e
Bay Islands fish erm en think
that with a population of 550 and
with almost everyone involved
in so me as pec t of the fishery , a
full-time Fi sheries Office r is
essential to the pr ogress of the
fishery.

Howeve r, des pite these
problems. the fishermen of this
isla nd co mmunity are im­
pressed with the gene ral way in
whic h the seal fishe ry is run.
They are pa rtic ularil y im­
pressed with the ice br eaker s.
especia lly the Cathy B. The men
of Littl e Bay Island s couldn ' t
say eno ugh nice things about th e
Cathy B's captain and crew who
help ed them out of a good many
ice jams last yea r . In addition
the cre w of the Cathy B wer e
rea dy with a bit of fr esh br ead
a nd milk when the fishermen's
su pplies were running a bit low
or if the fishermen wer e ti red of
eating sea l meat for days and
days on end.

The Cathy B. was stationed in
Green Bay· and White Bay and
was for the sole use of the
fishermen who needed her . It
was the first year that such a n
ice breaker was put into action
and there is no question that the
sealers fro m Little Bay Islands
hope that suc h a se rvi ce will
continue yea r aft er yea r.

In ad ditio n to the ice br eaker s ,
the sea lers hope tha t in the
future spott er planes will be
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ma intain the fishery and th e
mar kets, and they became in­
volved for anot her reason . They

consider themselves civilized
hum an beings who are like all
men everywhere. They ar e

conce rned for thei r families and
they have pride in their work .
They don't hunt for the fun of it.

If you exa mine anyone of the
fisher men 's freeze rs, you will
find it stocked with turr s, fish ,
turnip gre ens, sea l meat, ra bbit
an d the sca ttered moose. All of it
is ea ten and these men never
ha ve to buy hamburg, lamb or
steak. They are good provide rs
and th eir hom es are immaculate
and clean.

When thes e men finish the sea l
fishery, they go aft er lobster.
and then they are gill netting cod
until the herring come in the
bays .

The men of Littl e Bay Islands
are working all year round and
the seal fishery is an important
part of that all year round
fishery .

The seal fishery is as important
to us as any other fishery

Although it was a cold day in
th e middl e of J anua ry. the yard
was full of men hard at work on
th eir boats. Some wer e
rep air ing engines and others

were replacing rotted or
damaged pla nks. Most of the
men had just finished up the
fishing season and were taki ng
just a few weeks to get thei r
boats ready for the seal fishery.
However, four of the men, Joh n
Tro ke , Ernest Legge. Strat
Brown and Ches Coish, took an
hour out to talk with Deckl
Awash about both the Front and
the lan dsmen 's sea l hunt . and
what it meant to them . The
following article is an edited
version of that conversation.
For the sake of clarity. each
individual speaker is not
identified .

The Landsmen
"We are still classified as in­

shore fishermen even though we
are in longliners. We don't get to
the Front like the big boats . We
go out in the bay , anyw here
from here to Grey Islan ds and
sometimes we go out for 2 or 3
days. depending on the weathe r .

"We get a few hoods . but
mostly har ps. We usually start
the sea l fishe ry around the last
of January . Because of the
weather we can't get out that
much.

"The first day we went last
yea r was January 27. We were
out two days and then we got two
or three days in February. After
March 12. you can get out more .
But April is about the best time,
you can go out then every day in
the longliner. You can go out

Prepar ing fo r the seal fis hery, these men f ro m Tw illingate ex amine anyw here from 10 to 50 miles
new planks in a longl ln er . that time of the year .

It was a busy day at the
Twillingate Marine Centre.
Close to 25longliners were in the
ya rd with several ins ide of the
Marine Centre itself .
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A new sealing season is about to begin in Twillingste.

Twilllngs te tongtiners sit on dry dock waiting for repairs to be done
on them.

isn 't that many now. Probably
15 or 20, but nearly all the
fishermen are involved in the
seal fishery in either longtiners
or open boats.

"We are at the fishery for
about 9 months . It takes a month
or so to get the gear ready. The
longtiners use mostly gill nets
and a few cod traps.

in longhne rs. but helicopters do
pass over us . There are fisheries
office rs arou nd here when we
come in.

"Just fro m Twillin gat e alone
there must be 25 longliners with
4-6 people in a boat and there
must be 500 people going out in
sma ll boats .

" A few years ago a big crowd
would go to the Front, but there

" We use high power rifles.
Longli ners never use shot guns.
Ther e are 4 to 6 on a longline r ,
but about two rifles is as much
as you use .

" When there are four men on
the boat , we divide the pelts up
ac cording to what we get as a
whole , not by what each man
gets. Ever yone's share is alike
on th e boat. Last year beaters
got the better price, but it see ms
th at th is year the adult seal will
give a better price. The adult
sea ls are on the ice first and then
the beaters and adults are
together. We don't go after
whitecoat s at all.

" The protest is hurting us
even though we don't have white ­
coats, because if they don't take
th e whit ecoats , they won't take
the older seals or the beaters.

" Las t year, we got about 1,0SO
seals and that was the best year
we had . We were at it about 6
weeks consistently .

" I would say that the sea l
fishery is one-third of our in­
come. We hire trucks to take our
pelts to Dildo. We pay Sl.()() a
pelt. Our pelts were taken here
and tru cked to Dildo and then
they wer e skinned and graded.
We paid 50 cents a pelt to get
them skinn ed.

"W e didn ' t have problems
with the truckers taking part of
the payment for the pelts, but we
did have problems with rusty
skins. We had about SO rusty
skins last year and we would
only get $7 or $8 for the skin s.
They could have been number
one and we could have gotten
$27.

" We have this anti-yellowing
solut ion to put on the skins. We
put th at on them as soon as they
are skinned and washed.

Notr e Dame Fisheries were
buyin g carcasses last year on
the tail end of the season. They
were paying 1st a pound for
carcasses, but there is only so
much meat they can take. We
dumped a lot of meat last year
and that was a waste of money.
It 's wor thwhile to sell for 1st a
pound .

"We don' t usually see fishe ry
patrol officers when we a re out
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