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In this issue of DECKS A\...·AS Il we visit a part of
th e Bonavisla Peninsula between Bonuv ts ra a nd
T rinity . A historic area, we le a r n about Trinity ' s
pa st and Coaker's im pac t on the province, but we
also look to the future and le arn abou t the fishery
and town councils. As usua l, we r el y on loc a l
res id en ts for information a nd th rough the m we
hop e our readers gai n a fee l for a nd understanding
of the area .

Decks Awash is a bi-m ont hly magazine for
people in Newfoundla nd a nd Labrador, about
rur al Newfoundland an d rural Newfoundlanders.
In for m a ti on , rather t ha n new s oriented, Decks
Awash is based on the pri ncip al that information
is vit a l to th e developmen t of people and com­
muniti e s . Each issue conta ins a " Sp ec ia l Section"
whi ch a lternatively co nce rn s itself with
geog r a ph ic a l areas and resou r ces of the province.
The "Front an d Back Sect ion" cont a ins in­
for m a ti on about the fi sherie s, agriculture , con­
su m e r items, crafts, h is to ric al e ve nts and in­
teresti ng people.

Th e origi na l intentio n of t his is su e w as to cove r
Trinity . New & Old Bonaventure. as we ll, but we
s im p ly ran out of space. They will be ca r r ie d in a
subse q uen t issue. However, we h a ve included th e
pi ctur e of these com mu nities on o ur cover s
be c a use we did not want to le a ve th em ou t en­
ti r el y ,

In our Front and Back Secti on , we look to the
s pr ing and get several ti ps on g ardenmg a nd
crafts, In addition, we find out about a d c vel oping
indus t ry , t he roe fis hery, a n d we le arn a bit more
abou t the complex q ues ti on of la nd cl a ims .

In our June iSSUl', we explore the complex to p ic
of ed u ca t ing our young. We v. ill Ol' ta lki ng to
te a ch e r s and students, as well as to peop le who
h a ve gone through the Newfou ndland sc hoo l
system.

To all our readers who a nswered o ur
qu es t ion n a ire , we at Decks Awash would like to
gi v e you our sincerest tha n ks. Over th e next few
month s we will try to i m ple men t some of your
su gg e s ti on s .
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De cksAwash m aga zin e , Memorial U niv e rs ity.
Extension Serv ic e , S1. John 's , N fl d. AI C 55 7.
Telephone ( 709) 753-1200, Ext. 3484. For those
living on the Mainland a nd a b r oa d, a subscription
at $6.00 per yea r is av a il a ble from th e a bove ad­
dress . Che q ues should be m ade pa y able to
Memorial Un iv ersity of Ne wfou nd la nd, E xte ns ion
Service. Attention : Susan Sherk .
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Roe on the Go
Does the s mell of cod ro e

sausages in th e morning make
you jump out of bed in a n­
ticipation? Does sli ced and fried
cod roe on a lettuce wedge whet
your appetite at lunch? How
about raw se a ur chins and a
chilled g las s of whit e wine at the
end of a hectic da y ?

If it all sounds too ridiculous,
just consider that in su ch
countries a s J ap an a nd France ,
people are sitting down to e at
these high-priced gourmet
delicacies ri ght now .

And high priced they are! Last
year in British Colum bia,
herring roe went for $4.000 a ton
and the fishermen didn't have to
do anything with it. They didn 't
transport it ; they didn 't gut it :
they just caught it .

In Newfoundland , there is a
flicker of intere st developing in
these highly sp e cialized by ­
products of fish . Exploratory
work is being done with sea
urchins , capelin . herring ,
salmon and cod roe . And for
some time now lumpfish has
been processed by Newfoun­
dland fish plants .

For those inte re s te d in these
unusual delicacies, De ck s
Aw a sh has unearthed some
information for your palate and
pocket.

Sea Urchins
Although not yet harvested in

Newfoundland , sea urchins are
very popular in both Japan and
Europe. The species found on
our coast is the gr ee n sea ur ­
chin. From all reports , it is quite
plentiful and found between low
wate r and a depth of 50 feet. The
urchins found in shallow water
and crevices tend to have an
adequate food supply and
therefore have more roe. The
deeper water sea urchins are
more subject to the elements,
feed primarily on seaweed and
therefore have smaller roe .
Depending on the bay, the
general harvest time for sea
urchins is between January and
March. Obviously ice and snow

storms cause di fficulties a nd
may be a fa ct or if Newfoundland
gets seriously into the sea ur chin
market.

There are several methods for
harvesting se a urchins . In
Japan and the United St al e s
scuba divers a re primarily used.
but other c hea pe r methods
might work be tter in the co ld
Newfoundland waters . In
s ha llow are a s , lon g-handled dip
nets are a pos sibility . Accord in g
to one study . 120 pounds could be
gathered a normal a-hour day .
Sea urchin pots are another
method. In a study carried out at
Cupids, the average catch per
pot was 100 sea urchins which
yielded 12 pounds . In the deeper
water , the ur chins could be
taken by drag o r mop .

To process th e roe the shell s
must be gently c ra cked and t he
roe removed with a speci al
curved spoon . The roe is then
cl eaned by being washed in a
basket with hole s at th e side and

SMOKED COD ROE
AND LIVER

bo ttom . It is th en salted or.
combined with alcohol a nd
shipped to a market where it c a n
fetch between $7 and $8 a pound .
High labor production cost s
have pr es ented de velopment
problems in th e past.

Cod Roe
There ar e a nu mb e r of ways in

which cod roe is used . It can be
fro zen , smoked , s alted , ca nne d
or m ade into sa usage. The cod
roe sold on t he Europ e an m arket
and found in sp ec ia lity stores in
Ca na da come s primarily from
Denmark.

In Newfoundland the peak
time for harvesting cod roe
varies from April in the north to
June in the southe r n waters .
According to studies . the be st
fish stock for de velopment of a
cod roe industry is the winter
fishery on the southwest and
west coast. For the last two
years about 80,000 pounds of roe
were processed a nd frozen by



T.J. Hardy, in Rose Blanche and
Eric King Fisheries in Burnt
Island and about 100 pounds
were salted by T.J. Jones of
Little Bay Island and
Newfoundland Food Processors
in Petty Harbour.

Despite the high price it can
get on the European market
($1.17 for a 3 oz. tin) it has been
difficult to interest fishermen
here in saving the roe . This is
partially because they have
been receiving only 1St per
pound.

Another cod species, the
Labrador Rock Cod. is also
receiving attention these days.
Last winter, an experimental
program was carried out in the
Lake Melville area. Provincial
government officials feel the
effort produced a very good
quality roe, and they have sent
out samples to potential buyers.
Harold Murphy, the director of
the fishing operations unit,
fisheries development branch of
the provincial department says
he's "optimistic about the
future" of this new roe fishery.

Herring Roe
It is well known that British

Columbia has a very lucrative
herring roe fishery. In 1978. the
industry was worth $56 million
to the fishermen and most of the
roe went to Japan. The fishery is
very closely managed to avoid
overfishing and the entire
fishery lasts no more than a
month. However, in any area it
may only be open for a matter
of, literally, minutes before the
total allowable catch is taken.
Opening dates for the roe fishery
is so timed that maximum roe
retrieval can be expected.

A recent provincial fisheries
report states. "although the
landings of the B.C. fishery are

about one-third the pre-1967
fishery, the value is over nine
times greater since the
development of the roe fishery .
In excess of 6,000 people were
employed in the fish plants
during the roe season and some
5,000 were at work on the har­
vesting side of the operations."

The British Columbia roc
industry started from virtually
nothing in 1970 and developed
into a $107,000,000 industry by
1978. Those figures are enough
to entice anyone into a herring
roe fishery in Newfoundland.
However. our province has yet
to really develop such an in­
dustry .

In Newfoundland, Humber
Cold Storage has produced over
100,000 Ibs. of frozen roe last
year and Beothuck Fisheries
produced 40.000 lbs. of roe and
milt in 1978, but essentially they
were by-products.

Existing research states that
our herring does not produce roe
in large quantities, nor are their
spawning activities as regulated
as on the west coast of Canada.

However, according to a
recent report, 90 percent of the
existing stock in Newfoundland
waters of less than 5fathoms are
spring spawners. The autumn
spawners are found in deeper
water. Research thus far in­
dicates that the best spring
spawning grounds are found
near Lawrencetown, Notre
Dame Bay and the autumn
spawners are found on the west
coast.

As is the case with other fish
roe, herring roe can be aged in
brine or frozen.

While a herring roe fishery in
Newfoundland will probably
never reap the monetary
benefits that it does on the west
coast, there is no reason why
Newfoundland couldn't be more
involved in the herring roe
market than it is now.
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Salmon Roe
A salmon roe industry on the

west coast of Canada has only
recently become developed.
According to a recent report.
this is partially because the
percentage value of salmon roe
compared to total salmon value
has increased 8 per cent while
the percentage of landings has
stablized at 2.5 per cent.
Production of salmon roc and
caviar in 1977 was 3,589,000
pounds valued at $14,260.000
which works out to ap­
proximately $4.00 per pound.

It is difficult to do a com­
parison between west coast and
east coast salmon roe potential
because the two salmon stocks
are different. On the west coast
the salmon generally enter the
rivers just after spawning. In
Newfoundland the bulk of the
salmon fishery takes place when
the gonads are poorly
developed. According to the
report, "if we take the whole of
the Newfoundland commercial
catch from September onwards
when they are in or near their
native rivers, only 1,000 pounds
of roe would be available." Thus
it would appear that a salmon
roe industry is highly unlikely.

Lumpfish
The lumpfish roe industry is

probably the best known roe
industry in the province. Taken
in May and June, lumpfish are
found along the coastline and
are processed in plants along the
northeast coast, notably
Beothuck Fisheries in
Valley field and at Fishery
Products in Catalina. Smaller
amounts are taken and
processed on the northern
peninsula and room for ex­
pansion exists in many other
parts of the province. Lumpfish
is marketed in Europe and one
of our biggest competitors for
that market is Iceland. Already
Iceland is feeling the effects of
our entry into the market and
have co mplained that our
Iu mpfish roe is affecting prices
on the European scene.

It 's hardly surprising that our
presence is being felt. With
exports to West German
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packing companies hitting the
6,000 barrel mark, Newfoun­
dland produced close to one
quarter of the world's total
production of 25,000 barrels.
Companies producing lumpfish
roe make their own contracts
with the West Germans who
want the bulk roe as a raw
material for their caviar
packing operations. Harold
Murphy feels there is still
potential for more development.

"We have a program that
involves our going into areas to
locate new lumpfish stocks." he
said. "However, we must be
careful with this development.
as it is contingent on developing
new markets. We believe the
existing markets can take only 5
percent to 15 percent more than
they do now."

Fishermen last year were
receiving 35c per pound for
lumpfish roe and the fish were
going for H!.tC. It has been
suggested that the utilization of
lumpfish for purposes other than
roe should be investigated.

Stabb:~4b
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Ca pello R oe
Capelin traditionally come to

Newfoundland beaches to spawn
each year and there seems to be
some potential for development
of capelin roe too. Preliminary
assessments show that there's a
lucrative market for this
product in Japan, where the roe
is used extensively for
ceremonial occasions.

The most popular method of
packing the roe has the spawn
bearing females separated from
the males and packed as blocks

of whole frozen fish. The other
system is a little more complex.
Vessels with large amounts of
capelin in their holds have their
hold water pumped out. The
eggs are squeezed from the
females by the pressure exerted
by the load of capelin in the hold.
These eggs are separated from
the water by centrifugal force.

Iceland has been marketing
capelin roe for quite some time.
This year it is expected they will
market close to 400,000 tons,
with most of it going to Japan.
Obviously with that kind of
saturation in the market, it may
be difficult for Newfoundland to
break into it.

Capelin roe is a new product in
Newfoundland and market
research is really just getting
started in earnest. However, the
field has already attracted
companies such as Fishery
Products, Nickerson's, Earle's.
Connors Brothers, Ocean
Harvesters and other smaller
outfits.

Inuit staking a claim
Last month Enoch Obed came

south. He left his home com­
munity of Nain, Labrador and
came to $1. John's. His purpose
was to try and explain what his
people, the Inuit of Labrador,
were thinking and feeling about
their land and their lifestyle,

Enoch's position is difficult.
As director of land claims for
the Labrador Inuit Association
he makes white people feel awk­
ware. People in Newfoundland
view the whole idea of land
claims with misgivings. 'Who
are these people,' they say, 'who
live within a province and
suddenly demand control over
land that has been legally a part
of Newfoundland since 1927? It
is bad enough that Quebec wants
control. Now the Inuit and the
Indians are also demanding a
say.'

But Enoch has a point. He
says, "We never sold or lost our
la nd by making treaties with
a ny gove rnment or by being

Enoch Obed

conquered in a war, and
therefore we have the first right
or claim to the land... we are not
seeking to restore a dead culture
or a way of life because the Inuit
in Labrador still depend on the
resources of the land and sea for
their livelihood."

Enoch goes on to say, "The
Newfoundland government
tends to view Labrador as a
goldmine, and is pushing ahead
with programs to develop our
land. These activities are being
conducted on our homeland
without consulting and involving
us, even though we will be the
most directly affected by these
developments. ,.

Enoch then states that
Newfoundlanders should well
understand the situation facing
the Inuit of Labrador because of
Newfoundland's position on two
major issues: offshore oil and
the seal hunt. With regard to
offshore oil, the Newfoundland
government ha s virtually fought
for the right to control the
development of its offshore oil
and gas resources.

As Premier Peckford said
when he was minister of mines
and energy, "We have begun a



new phase in the fight to gain
r ecog n iti on of our right to
co ntrol the development of our
offshore oil and gas resources
and to turn th em to our lasting
benefit. It will determine
whet her we will remain
dependants of Ott a wa or
whether we will be able to create
a viable econom ic and socia l
context for our people 's
development. " Enoch main-
tains that he and his people are
trying to do th e ve ry s a me thing .
In fact , th e word ' la nd' could be

substituted for 'offshor e oil and
gas' in the above quote and
'N fld . ' could be substituted for
'Ottawa ' and the Inuit ' s case
would be ex plai ne d.

The same is true of the seal
h un t. Enoch maintains that the
Inuit wish to follow their
traditional pattern of hunting
and trapping just as the people
of Newfoundland wish to
maintain their traditional seal
h un t . " Whe r e is the dif­
fe rence? " he asks . And he has a
poi nt.

The Labrador Inuit
Association was form ed in 1974
and since then th ey ha ve co me a
long way in establishing their
claim . Sa ys Enoch ," The
fede ral governme nt gave us , a s
well as oth e r n ative
associations , mon e y to research
our cl aim a nd to provide
documented e vidence to support
that claim . We did our
homework . Th e homework was
essentially th e land use and
occupancy study ca lle d 'Our
Footprints are E verywhere .' A
statement of claim wa s sub­
mitted to th e fed eral go ver n­
ment in March 1977. The federal
government looked at our
homework a nd recogni zed that
we ha d a comprehensi ve claim .
What they are also saying is that
they are willing to ne gotiate on
that claim ,"

According to En och , th e
federal government is trying to
pe rsuade the province to enter
negotiations on th e land claim
issue , but the province has not
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ye t m ade a decision. In a dd it ion
to the Inuit c la im , the pr ovince
will also ha ve to look a t a sim ila r
claim submitt ed by the Mon ­
tagnais-Naskaupi Indian s of
Labrador a s we ll as "a nothe r
claim bein g pr ep ared by the
Micmac s in Conne River ,
Newfoundland .

As the pressure to dev elop
Labrador mounts , th e provin ce
will have to recog n ize th at th e
people of Labrador a r e ve ry
concerned ab out their land and
their future . And the re is one
major point to ke ep in mind ­
what the Inuits a nd oth er native
people of Labrador ha ve seen of
southern civilization ha s con­
vinced th em that monetary
settlem ents are a bad thing.
They are intere st ed in con­
troL .r ate of control a nd typ e of
control.

Enoch has gone home to N a in,
but he will be ba ck ag a in to
further explain wh at it is his
people want. Th ey kno w > we
must now try to underst and ,

Photo
Credits

In la st iss ue
Sawmilling , the follo wing
groups or indi viduals should be
credited for th eir photogr aphs .

The New foun dla nd Forest
Res earch Ce ntre .. , p .s . p . IO
( both shots ) , p.Ll ( bott om shot ),
p .12, p .36, p,48 , p,49 (bottom
s hot ) .

Mr . Ra y F rench, Ma in P oint
. .. all photos pp . 16 a nd 17.

Department of F or estry and
Agricult ur e .. p .34, p. 35, p .14
(both shots )

The photos on p.ll is c a p t ioned
as being Glovertown : it should
have read Mill ertown.

BARBECU E D
TROUT

6 trout
1.4 cup brown sug a r
1 chopped onion
".4 cup vinegar

dash garlic powder
4 tbls . ca ts up
1 tbls . prepared mustard

~ tsp . Wor ce stershir e sauce
~ tsp .salt
dash paprika

Clean and put trout in shallow
baking pan or dish . Com bine
remaining ingredients for
sauce. Pour over trout and bake
at 350°F. 30-40 minutes .

SEA L AN D
RICE CASSE ROLE

3 cups cooked rice
2tbls . flour
1cup milk
1 onion c hopped
1 egg beaten
2 tbls . m elted butter
margarine
~ tsp. s a lt

2 cups seal meat , chopped
~ tsp . sage or th ym e or sa vory
dash pepper

Grease casserole . Mix rice
with 2 tbls. melted butter . Make
a white sauce of 2 tbl s , melted
butter , 2 tbls. flour . Add milk
and cook until thickened . Add all
other ingredients and pour over
rice . Cover and bake at 350° F .
for 40 mi nutes .



6-Decks Awash

Special Section

Bonavista Peninsula
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History-TrinityIBonavista

St. Pa ul's Church at Trinity.

Although it's a point of con­
tention among historians, many
believe that Bonavista's history
really dates from the day when
John Cabot's ship, the -,Uatth('w,
finally found land. Popular
legend has it that Cabot's men,
having endur-ed an Atlantic
crossing in their primitive craft,
were so relieved on spotting land
on June 24,1497, they cried out,
"Oh, good sight," which tran­
slated to "Buona-vi st a" in their
native tongue.

By 1534, two other explorers
had visted Bonavista ... Cartier
and Viegas. Reports of plentiful
fish sparked the initial wave of
European interest in
Newfoundland. and places such
as Bonavista soon became
prized fishing stations. Such
communities. also became
bones of contention between the
English and the French, and the
Bonavista history of the early
1700s is studded with French
raids. For example, on August
18, 1704, the French under
Le Grange , attacked Bonavtsta .
In his book The Story 01
Methodism in the Bonavista
District, the Reverend Charles
Lench quotes this dispatch.

HAVOC ON THE SEA.
Terrible Loss of Life.

%:)NlpN'atQ St~\2.a:slQa.

HAIR·BREADTH ESCAI"ES.

Heartrending Bcenes.-Heroic Acta
of Reljcue.-Tbirteen Men Dea d.
-Eleven Still Missing.

Tb1nalr'~~~~~~i~~!i~er~~ll'J~.tr d,
iDll.

'J~\'l~~:~~t1,'.~':;;r~d ~er ol;ildrllD cr,ing,

TIle week that ha. peeeed linee we lal'
placeJourlittlejonrll1\l into the IlllUd,
.(it. many reader, hu bl'Olli1,t to lhil
town end the nligbhol"ing ..ttl~lllenti'
ftrribr. clllamity i end it i' our pllinl~

Trinity's Weekly Record
records a sealing disaster.

..... 144 French and Canadian
indians, came about two o'clock
in the morning in two sloops and
canoes to Bonavista Harbour ..
and surprised the Pembroke. a
galley of London and the Society
of Poole, of 140 tons. 14 guns 24
men, Captain Antem com­
manding. Also the William of
about 115 tons, 10 men, no guns,
but having thirty tons of la m p oil
on board. They also attempted
to surprise Captain Gill of
Charleston, New England, with
14 guns and 24 men, who
discovering their boat to be
French, fired briskly upon them,
killing and wounding some of
them. so that they returned the
prizes they had taken, bringing
the guns of both ships to bear on
Captain Gill and continued
firing upon him with great and
small guns for the space of six
hours, until the ship was much
shattered... about 8 o'clock,
when they found he could not be
taken, they set fire to the Society
and cut loose in a flame to drive
upon him, but, by the great
diligence of Captain Gill, he got

clear of her- and she burnt to the
keel."

The excerpt goes on to
describe how the inhabitants,
who had fled at the approach of
the French. saw Captain Gill's
courage and returned to fight
and drive off the invaders.

An invasion in 1705 had more
success. Gill was no longer
around to lead the battle and the
task fell to a Quaker named
George Skeffington. Together
with some 90 inhabitants. he had
for t if ied Green Island with nine
canons, Skeffington, however,
elected not to fight and he
surrendered to the Prencn.
signing a bond to pay the sum of
4,500 to M, de Montiguy as a
guarantee for the protection of
the residents' homes.

Another community in the
area was having its problems
wit h the French too. Trinity. a
community so named by Gasper
Corte Real in about 1500, was
also a sizeable fishing station,
and n u mb e re d Sir Hichard
Whitbour ne as one of its floater
p op u la t ion , In his writings,
Whitbourne mentions casually
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This crew of men worked at the Trinity whaling station which
operated during the first decade of the 19OOs. In 1910, 128 whales
were processed.

Early 20th century view of Trinity .

caulking m allets a nd hammers,
irons and planes be speak th e
seafaring traditions of t he
people . In Trinity ships we re
built for the fo r ei gn
trade... sq ua re rig g er s a nd
Labrador sc hoone rs alike kept
the years bu sy . In 1804, th e
Trinity shipyards were re porte d
to h av e built a qua rter of the
tota l tonna g e buil t on the isl and
that ye a r .

In addition to shipb uild ing a nd
fishing , both settlemen ts cashe d
in on the annual seal fis he r y.
Sloops a nd schooners , as well as
landsmen , went a fte r sea ls ea ch
year, seeking the fat t hat m ad e
superior lamp oil. An 1835
customs register sho ws th a t 16
schoone r s , one brigantine and 6
brigs with total crews of 516,
prosecuted the hunt that y ea r
from Trinity alone . In 1857, a
Canon W.R . Smith records the
fortunes that se aling m ad e . A
Captain Andrews in th e 145 ton
Peerless is su ppose d to ha ve
netted some $12,000.

In 1892, a number of Trinity
men set out sealing from the
shore on February 28. A qui ck
switch in the weather caught
them on th e ice , and while some
were saved, 13 froz e to death in
their bo ats, while another 11
were carried off to se a in the ice .

By 1797, some three hundred
people lived in Bonavista and
records for that year show
population in the colony to be
1,581. A lighthouse wa s
established at Cape Bonavista in
1841, a clear indication of th e
importance of the port.

that the settlement had
domestic hens which implies
there was some level of set­
tlement. Sir Richard was in the
area to hold court, a fact which
proves the community had
already attained a rank of im­
portance that predated its later
development as a hub of ac­
tivity. In 1675, when the first
census was done, Trinity was
credited with 41 inhabitants.

Both Trinity and Bonavista
shared the same resource base

- the incredible s tock of fish
that abounded in the waters
around the Bonavista P en in sula .
Thus, both harbours de veloped
as major trade ce ntre s. Mer­
chants anxious to obtain fish
soon settled th ere and bu siness
and shipbuilding grew. Both
centres we re a natural
outgrowth of their fishing e n­
terprises .

The Bonavista Museum
features a display of old tool s of
the shipwright's trade _ the

The entire area from
Bonavista to Trinity is s te e pe d
in history . Today , area r es id en ts
se e th eir long past a s a resource
that promises mu ch for th e
future . Both Trinity a nd
Bonavista hop e to see tou rism
become a major econom ic force .
Otber towns , su ch as Port
Union , the home of Coa ker and
the Fi shermen 's Un ion, hope
that their unique st ories will
help them to take part in the
development of a viab le in­
dustry based on tourist dollars .
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H ealth care

Hottest issue around
With its clean white p aint a nd

dark contrasting green trim. the
Bonavista Cottage hospital is
instantly recognizable even to
an outsider. It shares the look of
cottage bospitals around the
p rovince that were buill in the
Commission of Government
days . From t he outside. the
hospita l. to the casual observer.
appears to ha ve an air of
peacefulness about it. That
impression , however, is
misleading because the hospit al
is, in fact . one of the busiest
places on the peninsula and the
hottest political issue in the
area .

Long-promised improvements
r a ng ing from more hospital
starr to newer and bigger
facilities. the people of the
Bonavista area are frustrated
with the lack of action. Com­
plaints are many and various.
Some people te ll of having to
t r ek to St. J ohn ' s fo r med ica l
ca re bey on d the outpa tient level,
others are b itte r ab out th e stri ng
of p romises the y fee l h a ve been
brok en and still ot hers te ll of
waiting tw o or th ree week s to
see a doctor. Bu t all h a ve
not hi ng b ut praise for the
hospita l's staff. They feel the
doctors are overworked, at

times poorly housed but , in
general. manage to do wonders
considering the conditions under
which they work .

when Deck. Awas h nrst mel
Dr, Roger Thomas. the
hospital 's chief medical officer,
he was doi ng his weekly rou nds
at the Golde n He igh ts Ma no r
Senior Citizen's Home. Born in
London, England, Dr . Thomas
seemed les s than delighted to
learn that a member of the pr e ss
was interested in the hospital. In
many ways. he and his
colleagues at the hospital are
caught in the middle of the
hospital controversy and it's
easy to understand why they
might shy away from public
comment. Later. in an in­
terview. Dr . Thomas proved to
be fo rthright in his comments.

"There should be four doctors
here ," he states bluntly , poin­
ting to the workload . "we saw
18,000 outpatients here last year.
There were only two doctors
he r e for fou r m on th s and th re e
for t he b a lan ce of t he year. T ha t
works out to about 7,000 pa ti en ts
per doctor a year. The problem
of overwork is common to all
doctors but it's even worse in a
small hospital. It's frustrati ng
for bot h the doctors and patients

to have long waiting periods , but
I find the people very un ­
derstanding of the situation. "

For the staff , the shortage of
medical staff can lead to he ctic
days . Dr . Thomas got a taste of
that whe n he first came to the
Bo navista area after wor-king
fo r a time at the Bu rg ec
hosp ita l.

"One time there were only two
doctors here and Dr . Davis had
the flu , The worst morning I had
was on a Friday. A lady who'd
just had major surgery done two
weeks before came in with
congestive heart failure . There
was a little boy with meningitis
and several fr-actures turned up .
In addition , there was a wa itin g
room full of patients for tne
regular outpatient clinics . On
top of all this , there 's the paper
work you ha ve to do on e a c h
patient."

Dr. T homas poi nts out that in
a s ma ll hosp it al t he fluctuations
in workload can be very la rge .
Hen ce, some days ca n be ve ry
hectic while others are smooth
sailing. On the ba la nce, the
pl e a su r e of working with the
peop le and the responsibility of
wo rking in a small hospital far
ou tweig h any problems caused

The Bona vista Cartage Hospital. The new clinic is on th e right .



10-Decks Awash

The Golden H ei ghts Man or Senior Ci tizens ' H om e pr ov id es ca re for
the aged in the B ona vi st a Peninsul a area .

Dr. Roger Th om as of t he B ona vis ta Cottage Hospital l ook s ov er the
small emer g ency r oom . Whi le i t m ay l ack the size and fl ash of a
larger. more m od ern f acihty, it ca n give a heart attack p atient th e
care he or she needs .

t ion of roa d between Bonavista
a nd Cia renville .

T he re 's no doubt that
pr ob le m s do exist. The medical
staff is ove rworked and this
le ad s to a high turnover of
do c tor s . The waiting lists fo r
outpatie nt se rvices are lon g .
Th e fr ust r ation seems to be
growi ng , pa rt ic ularly wit h
gover nm ent sp ok e sm e n who
keep c ha ng ing the ir s tories. It ' s
lik ely that m an y in the a rea w ill
be watching thi s e le ct ion yea r
with grea t interest , hoping th a t
the lon g-promised im -
provements will fina lly
materiali ze.

illness a nd del iverie s . T he sta ff
tries to st a bli ze the pat ient so
th ey c a n be m ove d to a fa c il ity
wh ere a h igh e r level o f service is
available .

Area r esi den ts express con­
siderable conce r n ove r rumors
that a new r egi on al hosp it al will
be built in Cia ren vill e . Wh ile
they don 't begrudge Cia ren v ill e
residents suc h a fa c ility , m any
fear that such a mo ve would
lead to the Bon a v is ta hospital
not getting any further im ­
provements in terms of staff and
facilities. They point ou t th at the
worst part of th e journe y to St .
John's in th e winter is th e sec-

Today th e hospital continues
to have 16 beds and 4 cribs , and
it does prov ide in-patient ser­
v ices . "Peopl e who don 't ha ve to
go to St . John 's , but ca n ' t be sent
home, c a n be admitted here."
Dr. Thomas points out.
" Pa tients wh o have pn eumonia .
b ronc hiti s , kidney st ones ,
urinary tract infections , heart
attacks, con gestive heart
failure . and fr actures or who are
aw aiting tests are the types we
can handle . Like most cottage
hospitals , we don 't do surgery
here . except in extreme
emergencies."

Th e a rea w a s pr omised im ­
proved m edi c al fa cilities yea rs
a go, and the first stage of th at
pl an - a new clin ic - was actually
built. A local comm ittee had
fir st as ke d for a t zc-b ed
hospital, th en lowered the si ze to
a 60-bed facility . A proposal to
renovate the existing facility
was apparently scrapped after
government officials said the
cottage facility wasn 't suited to
renovation .

Older residents point to the
fact that surgery is no longer a
common practice at the
Bonavista Hospital as proof that
medical services in the area
have deteriorated over the
years . However, that is not
r eally th e case. In today' s world ,
with th e very best of surgical
sp ecialist skills and medical
backup avail able in St . John 's,
most do ctors would consider it
almost irresponsible to operate
on a patient in a hospital like the
Bona vista Cottage hospital
except in an extreme
emergency. The aim is to
provide each patient with the
best of medical care, rather
than the most convenient of
medical care. The expertise and
back-up facilities in terms of
laboratories, x-rays , etc. , just
aren't available in the rural
areas of the province.

The cottage hospital,
however , does offer emergency
care for victims of accidents or

by fluc tua t in g work load a nd
st affing.
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Burda

Getting more people involved

Gus Ford

"Usualty . we get in vol ved in
p ro je cts t hat will benefit the
whole reg ion, not j ust o ne
co m munity," says Gus Ford ,
the Pres ident of th e Bonavfs ta
Area Rur al De velopmen t
Association ( BARDA).
"HAHDA is made up o f three
zones: Bonavtsta: th e co m­
mun it ies of Ellis ton, Ma berly
a nd Spiller's Cove; and fi na lly
Catalina, Little Cata lina, Port
Union a nd Me lro se . Or ig ina lly,
BAnD A was to ha ve four zo nes
a nd we've m a de effo r ts to get
the people of the New man's
Cove-Am herst Cove a rea in­
volved b ut we ha ven 't been
s uccessful ."

Decks Awash m et Gus Ford in
hi s c u bby ho le offi ce a t th e
T r ad e s Sch oo l, whe re he te ache s
m oto r ve hi cle r e pa ir. A na ti ve of
Bon a vi s t a , Gu s te n home in 1963
to at t en d t he College of Trades
and Tec hnology in St. John ' s and
re ma ined away for nin e years.
Re tu r-nin g in 1972, he looked
around and saw th a t th ere had
be en r el a ti vel y little im­
provem ent in the area in th e
time he h ad been a way.

"Tha t's the reason I ori g inally
g ot in vo lved in the d e velopment
associa tion," he r e m e m be r s.
"After ta lki ng to the people
a bou t the problems , I he ard th at
th ere was to bc a pub lic m eeting
to for m a regiona l d e vel opment
association. 1 went a nd I ' ve
been inv olve d ev er s ince. If I'm
goi ng to s pe nd the re st of m y
d ays her e , I wa n t to m ake it as
go od a place to li ve a s I c an ."

Du r ing t he years he ha s been
associated with BARDA, Gu s
h a s se en th e m ovement st a r t,
t he n fa lte r a nd pick up
m om en tum aga in. Th e
Bona vi st a zon e la gged for ,
some ti me, wi th people ap ­
parently los in g in terest in an
a ssocia tion th a t ca n boast of few
vi s ibl e a chieve ments. P eople
didn ' t unders tand the massi ve
job a ny suc h gro up fa ces when it
sta r ts and so m e ex pect to see

new fis h pla nts and playgrounds
sp r ing u p right away .

T he fi r s t few years of activit y
invo lved a t remendous amount
uf non -vtstute work : ur g ani zin g
and rcscarchtna of the ill'l 'il 'S
resources and potonttut ; and t he
development of uu- l' ssl 'nti .tl
co ntacts in government .

" For a while, it seemed lik e
we h a d a lot of rneetmg s - more
m eeti ng s than action. Now that
I look bac k at it, participation
d r oppe d off in the Elliston and
Ca ta li na zones, but it has p icked
up again now . And we're hoping
th a t a m e eti ng in the Bonavista
area in th e nc a r future will see
that zone getting goi ng again. "

For a ll its pa st problems. Gus
Ford ex udes conf idence when he
talk s a bout BAR DA today.
" We've go t new bl ood in the
local zon e associations now," he
says. " Ove r the years. there's
been som e rivalry between
communities , but the
association seems to be able to
get on e g rou p to help another
now in st ead of fight ing among
themselve s .':

Th e p rocess BAR DA follows to
achie ve it s obj ecti ve s is 10-

tercsttna. The loca l zo nes'
representatives m e et a nd
develop a list of ite ms th ey fe e l
each co mmu n ity in the a r ea
needs . Any develop me nt
proposa ls are t hen sub mi tte d to
the regional group which acts as
a combination of boa rd of
directors and re feree. At t his
level, BARDA tr ies to ke e p
re gional priorit ies h igh on its lis t
when it dec ides which proj ects
to recom mend to th e dep art ­
ment of rural develo p me nt. The

'r e su lts , accord ing to Fo rd, ha ve
been good so far. Th e a m ou nt of
bickering among co m m un it ies
over wha t fac ili ti e s has been
drastically reduced a nd the re's
a growi ng consciousness of area
interdependence.

" We ' r e Interested in to ur is m,
forestry , ag r iculture a nd
fisheries' develop me nt," he
explains. "Right now, tou ri sm
is our mai n focus. We ' ve as ke d
each zone to take a loo k a t
tourism in its area and d raw up
a list of priorit ies. Next ye a r,
the emphasis ma y s hift to
another area, suc h as
agriculture or th e fish ery .
"Then there are th e item s that
seem to be always the re , suc h as
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the hospital issue, which has
been a political football for
years . The staff of the hospital
is doing wonders as far as we 're
concerned but I've been ov er at
the hospital when th e medical
staff would almost be tearing
their hair out because they're so
understaffed . Our co-or d inato r
met recently with Harold
Collins, Minister of Health at th e
time , about the hospital and
Collins said he'd meet with us

within two weeks . T hat wa s
three weeks ag o a nd we haven 't
had that meeting or the answers
we were promised."

While the association does
have a few perennial thorns ,
such as th e hospital, to cope
with, other ventures have be en
more successful. BARDA
Crafts , for e xa m ple. a ppe a rs to
be operating well .

The association was very
active in getting new

e le m en t a r y school built but has
received , thus far , little public
recognition for its efforts . Gus
Ford feels that more in­
volvement by loc al people would
help c onside r a b ly .

"The association has been
trying to come up with new
members ," Ford adds . " With in
a few weeks, we 'll be having
another meeting to try to get
more people involved ."

Barda crafts

Joy Hiscock

For 123 craftspersons in the
area covered by the Bonavista
Area Rural Development
Association (BARDA ), a tiny
cubbyhole store off Catalina's
main street represents the best
hope of seIling their work .
BARDA Crafts , first established
by the association in July of
1976, stays open all year round
on a part-time basis, with Joy
Hiscock of Catalina looking
after the shop.

When Decks Awas h visited
BARDA crafts, Joy, a petite
young lady , was busy working
on a huge wall hanging someone
had ordered. The store itself is
small but carries an extensive
stock : string art, plaster crafts,
woodworking items, souvenirs,
handicraft supplies , crocheted
articles and hand knit sweaters,
mitts and socks . "Our busiest
time is during the tourist
season," Joy reveals, "but we
do a fair bit of selling to local
resieents all year, especially
around Christmas. There 's
really a good potential for
BARDA Crafts as a business,
especially if some things could
be changed."

The store , at the moment,
suffers from a couple of han­
dicaps . The most obvious is its
location. Of the main road , with
its entrance on the side of the
building, it lacks a display
window and parking space.
" P eople come looking for the
store and have trouble finding
it ," says Joy . " In addition the

store hasn 't been publicized
enough.

" I think we lose business by

not being open both mornings
and afternoons , but I'm hoping
to be open for the full day this



year. We ha ve lim ite d sp a ce,
and there 's no st ore-like at­
mosphere. With e xpa nsion, I 'm
sure it c an be a s uccessfu l
business ."

Problems as ide, BARDA
Crafts seems to ' be slow ly
m a ki ng a pla ce fo r itself. While
Deck. Awaah was visiting, a
woman came in to pick up a
sweater she had ordered , ex­
p r e ssin g surprise that it was
ready so soon. "Custom orders
arc becoming more popular ."

Unlike m an y othe rs. J oy
doesn 't th ink that soft c ra fts,
such as sweaters , should be
restricted to a sp e cialty market.
She fe els that handmade goods
offe r t he consumer a better

product , even if the in it ia l pri ce
is a lit tle h igh e r.

" I ca n tell you that a hand­
ma de sweater is warmer and
more durable ," she insists .

"It' s a better buy all the wa y
a ro und. In a ddi tio n, at BARDA ,
our m arkup is onl y 20 perce nt so
o ur p ri ces a re n ' t t hat expensive ,

Young a nd ent hu siast ic a bout
he r work, Jo y is s t ill a realist a t
heart. She freely a d m it s th at
she doesn 't see people being abl e
to make a livin g wage purely
fr om selling th e ir handiwork ,
but poi nt s out that th e mon ey
ea r ned can be a va lua ble sup­
pl em ent to a fa m ily ' s inco me.
Sh e 's a self-tau ght craftsperson.
" I 'v e m an a ged qu ite well from
te xtbook s so far," s he poin ts ou t.
" I st arted o ut he r e wit h it bein g

strictly a sa les job: th en I
became interested in st r in g a r t.
a nd went on to le ar n macram e,
candlemaking , a nd a little bit of
everything. I 'd like to be
qualified to te a ch crafts , but
time is a pr oblem for me ri ght
now . The sto re ke ep s me pretty
busy."
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Lik e m ost craft outlets.
BARDA is a lwa ys looki ng for
new sources of supply. Despite
the current space rest ri ct ion s ,
Joy feels it' s importa nt to ha ve
new pe opl e with new ide as
selling throug h t he outlet ,
especially more me n.

" I don 't think you 'll e ver se e
c r a fts d isappear from
Ne wfound la nd communiti e s ,
Joy replied when asked how she
saw the future for crafts .
" They' ve a lwa ys been a ma jor
way of ge tt ing ne eded thi ngs in
th e outports and I ca n se e the
day coming when they will be
again."

Anyone wishin g to place a
s pecial order, or arrange for t he
sa le of th eir work through
BARDA Crafts should contact
the group at P .O . Box 106, Port
Union .

Architecture of the Bon avista Peninsula .

t
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Bonavista Cold Storage
economic mainstay

The yellow wooden buildings
of Bonavista Cold Storage lie
quiet in the noon day sun. With
the harbour filled with ice, the
local fleet of trap skiffs and
long liners sit idle at the Marine
Centre, waiting for the spring
and open water . Bonavista Cold
Storage, like most other fish­
plants on the northeast coast. is
a seasonal operation. a fact that
causes plant manager Les
Pottle some worry .

" Yo u can't really make it in
this business today on a half
year's operation ," he says,
sitting his his second floor office .
"Our plant starts operating as

soon as the fishermen on this
coast get active and that
depends on the ice conditions
each year. Most years. we start
around the first of May, and
finish up sometime in Novem­
ber."

"There are two basic sides to
our production. We have the
groundhsh operation and we
also have a crab plant that
started up in 1969. We're also
involved in herring and
mackerel processing to some
extent."

Bonavista Cold Storage got its
start back in 1938 and was

bought by the Russell family in
the early 19505. In 1956, the
Russell's operation expanded
with the buying of a plant in
Grand Bank and in 1910 they
also acquired control of a plant
in Fermuse. The Russells sold
out to the Lake Group of Com­
panies some three or four years
ago. Although a part of the Lake
Group, the plant has a separate
identity with many
management people remaining
from the Russell era .

While the company has kept
operating, Pottle frankly admits
that the groundfish operations
have been 'troubled', a problem
that predates his taking over as
manager.

"The scarcity of supply has
been the root of the problem."
the fifteen-year veteran of the
fishing industry explains.
"We've seen a decline in the cod
stocks in the last six or seven
years which has drastically
affected this plant. It really
hasn't been a stable operation,
so we've switched to a gillnet set
up. As far as I'm concerned,
giUnets are a curse to the in­
dustry. They cause all sorts of
quality control problems, yet it's
the only way we could keep
going. If we could phase out the

gtunets. and get back to a
codfish operation , we 'd all be
happy here. The crab operation.
over the years , has been up and
down, but we 've had a
tremendous increase in crab
landings the last two years."

While the groundfish
operation has had its problems,
Pottle sees a solid future in fish
as the zoo-mite limit enables
ravaged stocks to rebuild . A lot
of renovations are being done at
the Bona vista plant in ex­
pectation of better days ahead .
In addition, the company has
been actively involved in ex­
perimental fishing, using two
Norwegian long-liners recently
purchased from the provincial
government. Of steel con­
struction, and equipped for
gntnetttng and auto metric
longltnlng , the vessels are
larger than the usual lcngttner.
and are being used to in­
vestigate the fishing potential
off Labrador, as well as to ex­
periment with automated
Ionghntng systems. Currently,
they are being rigged with a new
variation of the Mustad
automated system.

Mr. Pottle explains "there's a
place for the provincial and

The Bonavista Marine Centre offers fishermen a valuable service.
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Les Pottle, Man ager , Bo na vist a Cold Storage.

7'he cano e stern and st eel construc t ion m ak e this No r wegian built
vessel unusual in the New fou nd land fishery . Bona vista Cold Storage
is using her and a sistersh ip in a n experimental progr am .

million dollars before the her­
bour will be a deq u ate. We have
a Fisheries ' Committee here
th a t has been talking with the
Small Crafts Harbours ' branch
about the need (or irn ­
provement . Small crafts came
do wn here last year and had a
look at things , and the y 're
t al k in g about massive
ren o va tio ns (or the harbour .
They're supposed to do
so meth ing th is year, but I
h a ve n' t see n too muc h action
yet. It boi ls dow n to how m u ch
money th ey h a ve ava ila ble to do
wh at needs to be done . But 1
hop e to see the ha r bour be com e
a de q ua te for the 250 fish er m en
he r e wi thin the ne xt five o r six
years ."

With the Newfoundland Fis h,
Food and Allied Workers Un ion
(N F FA W ) just starting to
organize inshore fishermen in
th e area, many a pla nt manage r
mi gh t be feeling a little un ­
com fortable with the prospect of
h a ving a labor union movi ng in
on hi s fleet . Howe ve r , Pottle
says that he ' s not at all con­
cerned . In fact , he sees the
u ni on as a mec ha nism that
sho uld ease his jo b whe n it
come s to co m m u nica tion wi th
th e fi sh ermen wh o se ll to hi s
operation. The plant e nd of
thing s has been unionized for
some yea rs a nd P ott le re ports
th at g ood lab or re lations exist .
It seems ob vious th at no one is
an xiou s to e nda nger the futu re
of th e pl a nt , lo ng the 'go ld e n
goo se' for the 4,300 people of
Bon a vist a .

" Bona vista Cold Storage is the
on ly p ri m a r y industry in the
a rea ," Pot tl e pointed out . " T he
a rea co u ld n't survive without it.
be c a use the peo p le here are
fi sh ermen . AU the spinoff in­
dustrie s a re tied tothe fish e r y ."

For seasona l pl ants . such as
th e one a t Bon a vi st a , there a re a
lot of if's in th e future . If the
stocks co me b a ck , if g ill nets
can be don e a way with , if the r e
is a superport , if the quality ca n
be controlled. While the ge ne ra l
public is qu ick to say th at t he
fish in g pi cture look s bri ght .
those inv ol ved in the ind us t ry
still look a t it wi th gua r de d
optimism.

plants like ours ac q u ir e the
facilities to handle the froze n
fish d uring our sla ck seasons . If
proper pr oc ed ur es a re followed ,
the quality should be good .
Quality depends in large part on
how quick ly the fish is rroeen
and the conditions und er which
it 's h a ndl ed later ."

Whi le the offs hore fish should
hel p t he off season lull , Pottle
sees a need (or im provements in
t he loc a l flee t ' s fa cil iti e s . T he
we ll-dressed, q uietly spoken
ma na ge r le ts a lit tl e indig na tio n
creep into hi s vo ice whe n he
de scribe s the conditions th e '
lo c al fle et en dures .

"The har bou r is tota lly
in adequ a te ," he points o ut . " It
is n 't a particularly goo d harbour
to sta rt wit h , as we g et bad seas
he r e whe n we have hig h wi nds.
I' d say you 're looking at 10 to 15

"A lot dep ends on ho w m uc h
will be a va ila b le to the seasonal
pl ants ," he e m phasizes . '' If
o t ts hore fish ca n be taken to
H a rb o ur Grace, a nd there are
prop er fa c il iti es the re to handle
a nd d is trib ute it . it wou ld only be
a m a tt er of time until seasonal

federal gove r n m e nts in
fi s he r ies ' experiments,
they 're better equipped and
financed to do work of this sort.
Howe ve r . the industry must be
re ad y to move in and help with
the p ionee ri n g of the fisheries .

If th e automated lenghning
prove s successful , it could help
co ns ide rably with the gillnet
p rob le m . T he other p rob le m
fa ci ng Bonavista Cold Storage ­
th e s hort fishing season-mig ht
be helped by the p r op osed
s upe r po r t.
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Fishery Product s

Most northerly year-round plant
From the outside, Fishery

Products' Catalina-Port Union
fish plant looks much like any
large plant around the province.
A stern trawler sits on th e
wharf, offloadi ng her catch and
the parking lot is blocked with
workers ' cars . However , there
are a few special feature s of the
Catalina operation that don 't
meet the casual observer's ey e
at first glance .

"I wou ld n 't say you could
operate a plant on a year-round
basis any farther north on this
coast," says Roy Bragg , the
dark-haired. m iddl e -aged
manager of the province's most
northerly year-round plant.
" T his plant was built in 1957
solely for ins hore operations ,
but we went to trawlers about
six years ago a nd moved into a
run-year operation. Since the n,
our fleet has grow n to eight
trawlers. They fish different
pa r ts of the Grand Banks the

greater part of the year , but
starting in late January they go
north a nd fish the Hamilton
Banks. We're the nearest year­
round plant to the Ham ilton
banks and the northern cod
stock .
round operation and its
pr ox im ity to the Northern Cod
stock-arc in a large degree
responsible for the bright pic­
ture Bragg pa ints . " I' d lik e to
emphasize the importance of
this plant to the economy of the
area," he explains. " We have
employees her e fr om Port
Un ion, Port Re xto n. Catalina,
Bonavtsta. Elliston, L ittle
Catalina , Newman 's Cove and
e ve n farther up the Bay. The
operation is so lid and offers
steady employment. We h a ve
about 120 working on the
t r a wle r s and there are 480 on the
pla nt p a y rol l. "

Silting in Br a gg 's office, it 's
easy to beli e ve that fishing is

still a bi g bus iness in the
Catalina -Port Union scheme of
thing s . Bot h towns , of co urse ,
have lon g be e n major fis h ing
centre s , d ating ba ck to the d ay s
of the Labrador fis hery a nd th e
Fisherman 's Pr ot ecti ve Un ion.

How e ve r , the com plex ity of
toda y ' s operations wou ld
astound the m e r ch an ts a nd
unionists of old.

Bragg s its j ust 10 feet fro m the
radio room , the vital link with
ships at se a . T he sho re sk ip pe r
talks to e ach boa t early in the
morning , c hec king it s s a fe ty
as well a s ho w the fis hing is
going . In a dd iti on, it's not
unusual to se e a he licopter- drop
into the parking lot d urin g the
winter after fini shing an a e r ia l
sweep of the coasta l ice con ­
ditions. Phone-c all s fro m the
company 's oth e r pl ants a roun d
the province help Bragg to keep

An offshore tra wle r unload s at Cata lina .



The Fishery Products helicopter circles before landing at the
Catalina plant, after checking the ice si tuation along the shore line
nearby.

check on the av ailability of r aw
materials . And Joe Moulton ,
Vice-President of 'rrawters . who
is stationed in Burin tell s Bragg
what vessel will unload what
fish at the Catalina plant. It ' s a
long way from the days when the
Labrador fleet sailed in the
spring and returned in th e fall
with all their fish salted d own.

The boats. too, are co n ­
siderably different from t he ir
schooner ancestors . " All ou r
boats are Class 'C' stern
trawlers, " Bragg expl ains ,
doodling on the scratch pad he
keeps before him. " Ou r oldest
boat is six or seven years old , so
she's about one-third throu gh
her life . We ha ve se ven boat s
that were built in Norw a y , a ll of
which are four or tt vc years old.
We also have our freezer
trawler , the Z.1ragoz a , which is
a bigger ship , about 200 feet
long . She freezes he r fish at
sea . We take the frozen fish,
store it and take it out and
process it when we have a slack
time.

" Wit h frozen fish, you have to
know what you're doing . It took
us years to get over the
problems we had with quality ,
but we 've been very successful
with the frozen fish and quality

no w is e q ua l to that of regular
trawler fi sh ."

In addition to bot h fresh a nd
frozen off sh ore fis h, th e plan t
buys some 2 mi lli on pou nd s of
inshore fi sh each yea r fro m
communiti es in the Trini ty Bay­
Bon avt st a Hay aroa . As is the
ca se with m ost plants , Cata lina
has had som e co n ce r n abo ut the
quality of the insh or e ca tc h.

" You h a ve to be very ca ref ul
that in sh or e fis h is ha nd led
c or r e ctl y r ig ht f ro m the fishing
boat to th e pl a nt. " the pla nt
manager c aution s . " Most of t he
in shore ca tc h is ta ken dur ing t he
summer m onths whe n t he
weather is hot. w e ca n't
produce a goo d qual ity product
unless th e fis h is in good s ha pe
wh en we ge t it. "

Bragg hop es to see im ­
provemen ts in in sh o re fish
quality thi s season. T he federa l
department of fi she r ie s is
planning to in st all ne w fis h
handling syst em s at Trouty, Old
Bonaventure an d New ma n's
Cove. " It is hop ed th a t they'll be
finished thi s ye ar," he says,
"and we should ac t a much
better raw m a teri al thi s wa y ."

Fish quality isn ' t th e only
problem Brag g ha s to conte nd
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with . Th e re ' s a long -s ta nd ing
d isa g r ee m e nt bet we en the in­
shore fi shermen a nd the off­
sho re vesse ls. Th e loca l
fishermen claim th a t the
tr a wl ers h a ve d am a ged the
ins hore g rou nds ove r the years.
As Cat alina is the cl osest off­
shore pl ant, m an y insh o re
fi shermen tend to acc use the
Ca t a lin a bo a ts of fi shing their
g ro u nd s. Bra g g is ad a m an t
a bo ut hi s compan y ' s posit ion on
the question.

" It' s been agreed by th e
in shore fish ermen , the t raw lers
and t he gov er n ment th a t we
don't fish in certa in areas at
certain tim e s ," he rn at m a tn s .
" Whe n th e in sh or e boat s are
there , our boats are in st r ucte d
not to fish in tho se a rca s .
There' s a tz-mtle buffer zone
right now and that ' s fin e . Th e
fish in th at area isn ' t esse nti a l
to us and we 're not dependent on
it at a ll. If an y insh or em an
suspect s th ere a re p roble m s
with out boats , we 'd lik e to know
about it. Th e loc al fish e rm en
had a problem last yea r a nd we
told them to let us know if the
boats in vol ved were ours . We
won't tol erate thin gs like th a t
happening ."

With everyone expectin g a
boom in the fishery in th e ne xt
decade, Bragg sees the Ca ta lina
plant growing dramaticall y .
" We plan to double th e
processing area , so we c a n
handle extra fish when it ' s
available ," he says . " R ig ht no w
we operate on two shifts . When
the expansion is co m p lete, we
hope to go on to one s hift a nd use
the night shift when the re ' s an
excess of fish . There 'll probably
be an additional 100-150 people
employed and we 're looking
forward to that. "

Already an economic cor­
nerstone for the area, Fi shery
Products obviously ha s faith in
the future of their Ca ta lina
operation. Able to operate year­
round , with a relativ ely young
fleet and being close to th e
northern cod stock on the
Hamilton banks is lik e h a vin g
money in the bank.
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Shipbuilding
" I' d h a ve to sa)' w e're r ight at

the pe ak now ." says Joe Car­
penter whose Port Union
shipyard h a s seven vessels
u nde r con st r ucti on . "There's a
big dem an d for new boats r ight
now , and I'm pretty satisfied
with the way things are going ."

" T hing s are busy . and it looks
bright for the ne xt couple of
years ," agrees Henr-y vckey .
with his T rinit)· shipyard barely
visible behind vessels being
built . "I 've had to turn do w n
quite a bit of work this last year
and a h a lf . a nd the outlook for
t he nex t co uple of year-s is
good ."

Shipbuilder s , like fish e r m en
and farme r s . aren't noted for
taking a n ov erly optimistic view
of the prosp ect s for the future .
The tndust rv has lon g been
plagued b)' a variety of
problems, ranging from the
supply of m a te r ia l to the suppl)'

of skill ed la bor. a nd the e ve r­
cha ng ing bo un ty and subsid)'
programs . Tod a y . wi th th e near
sho re fi sh ery sta r ti ng to boom in
the wa ke of the 200-mUe
econo m ic zo ne , fishermen are
as k ing for new er a nd bi gger
ve ssels th at will let fishermen
fully ut ili ze th e resurgent fish
stocks. Wh ile t hat demand is . in
part, r es pon sib le for the
escalation in the cost of vessels .
there a ppea rs to be no sho rt ag e
of fi shermen will ing to in ve s t
h ea v ily in new vessels .

Both Vok ey a nd Carpenter
enjoy enviable reputations as
sh ipb uild e r s. The presence of
these two m aj or yards and two
smaller ope ra tio ns owned by
Wilson Vok ey and Sam Vokey
g ive s the Bon av is t a Peninsula
a nother s t ri ng to Its economic
bow , with a tot al la bo r force
a p pr oac hing 100 between the
four opera tions .

Henry Vokey has ap -
proximately 30 men working at
his yard . Two 65 foot lo ng liners .
t wo 36 footers. a 52 foote r and a
38 footer are all being built by
the traditional carvel planked
method , with the b ulk of the
larger size planking brought in
from British Columbia . While
good lumber was in short supply
for a while this winter. Mr.
Vokey reports the supply has
picked up now , and he had no
problem getting enough men for
the yard .

" I' d say that about half of our
m en are new fellows to boa t­
b uilding ," he con ti n ues. " So me
of them h av e to be t ra ine d, but
that 's O.K . since they ha ve a
chance to learn a t r ad e while
t hey a re ea rning a livi ng ."

A short distance away in Port
Union , Vokey's fr ie nd ly com­
petitors, Ca r pe nter' s Shi pya rd ,
has six traditionally built

A new 6S ft. l ongliner built by Henry Vokey lies alongside the government wharf at Trinity .
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Hen ry Vokey's Trinity shipyard is etmost hidden oentnd some of the
vessels llOW under conslruclion. Thl' ya rd is bu sy these days, which
is good news for area residents, as t t 's o key em ployer.

woo den boats u nderway, a ll 38
or 45 foo t longlin ers. T h e
seventh vessct the yard is
worki ng on re presents a new
d ir ec t ion ; an ABCa 37, with a
fi ber gl a ss h ull , is bei ng finis hed
by th e yard.

" We're addi ng the d ec ks and
hou se ," Joe to ld us . "Then we' ll
in st all the eng-ine an d some

other gear and get her ready for
fi sh in g . We ' ll pro bably try a few
m ore of the fiberglass boats
a fter th is, just to see how the
cost co m pares with wood. I've
qu ot ed thi s one at $85,000. A
simi liar wooden boat wo uld ru n
$8 0,000 . - $90,000. As far as the
work goes, it m uch like a
wooden bo at , only we're starling

with a nbe rgt a ss hull. "
Given the scarcity and rising

prices of good shipbuilding
wood, it is like ly tha t alter­
na t ive s , such as st eel, fibe rglass
and aluminum maybe used . At
the moment fiberglass is the
only alternative hull material
available from local supp liers .

"We're do ing this one more or
le ss as a n experiment ," he says.
" In glass t here should be low
maintenance because there
aren't any rot problems, bu t
there might be problems in its
resistance to abras ion . Ho we ve r
if it can hold up in our sheet ice
conditions , and the scraping of
nets being hauled in over it , I
thi nk the fi shermen should be
getting a boat that requires litt le
maintenance. But the boats
h a v en 't been used in
Newfoundland lon g enough to
find the answers we need yet."

Whether you want a wood or
fiberglass hull for yo ur new
dream ship , you'd bette r book
soo n if you plan to ha ve it done
at Vokey 's or Carpenter 's . Both
yards predict bus y times ahead.

Detective, historian and
tour guide rolled into one

" I really fell into my in ­
volveme nt wi th the Museum by
acc ident, says Marguerite
Linthorne from her liv ing room
loc at ed above the Bonavista
Mu se u m .

" Whe n the Town Council took
over the collectio n some years
ago, t hey didn't have any space
for the d is plays . I had j ust sold
ou t m y father's busi ness, as my
m oth e r was an invalid and I
couldn't care for both her a nd
th e bus iness at the same t ime .

" I was asked if I would rent
th e bu ild in g to the Town
Co unci l," Marg-uerite contin ues,
"a nd also 1 was asked if I cou ld
look after the m useu m ."

Although dou btful a bo ut it a t
first, Marg ue r ite decided to fin d

out just what was in volved .
Disco ve r ing that it would
require fou r ho urs a day, six
days a week, she dec ided to try
it.

He r first pe ri od of in ­
vo lve ment lasted thr-ee years.
bu t after a lapse of several
years, Marguerite decided to
re tu r n to the job. She hoped to
bu ild up what has be com e a n
im pressive collectio n of records
a nd art ifacts of Bon a vis t a ' s
early days.

Amo ng her other duties ,
Margu e r ite foun d he r se lf acting
as something of a detective in
t racing the histor y of many of
the mu seu m 's exhibits .

"The gentlemen who started
the collection, Mr . John Miles ,

had a notebook with the h istory
of every item recorded in it, "
she explains wtsttulty . .. Mr .
Mile s died sud denly, an d the
notebook was never found. If I 'd
been able to find Mr . Miles '
notes, or bee n able to visit him
and fi nd out a bout the collection ,
thi ngs wou ld have been a lot
easier. A lot of the na m e tags on
items had inadvertently become
mixed up and that made things
more confusi ng. That 's the
reason all our exhibits aren 't
catalogued. In addition th er e
are things that came in la s t
summer during our busy season
that haven't been touc hed yet."

Despite t he co nfusion, a tour
th ro ugh the museum shows that
the d ed ica ted superv isor h a s
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