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Students aon tt have to be sc ted in neat rows and desks to
always/ear
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In this issue
Introduction

In th is issue of Decks Awa.b, we tackle t he very
co m plex a nd co nt roversial issue of education. As
is th e case with some of our other issues , a whole
book woul d not be enough to adequately COVl'r t his
topic . Howe ver. what we have t r ied to do is br ing
sornehighligh tsto you .w e 've t alk ed to a number of
teachers, ad mi n is t rators , and sc hool c h ild r e n. We
have loo ked a t small and la r ge sc hoo ls and closely
ex amin ed the religious influence on our
education a l system. We've tried to bring
education "alive" , by concentrating on a number
of interesting pe r son ali ti e s .

In our front and ba ck sec tio n , we brin g yo u m or e
news fr om th e agricu lt u ra l scene. and we fi na lly
bring you th e th ree communities on the Bo navista
Peninsula t ha t h a d to be le ft out of the last is sue
because o f s pace limitations . Wh a le s a nd giant
squids m ak e bi g ne ws wh erev e r th ey are fo und,
including in Decka Awash,

Normally , Decka Awash '1lte rna tes its topi cs by
bringing you a n a rea s tu dy, suc h as th e Bon a vist a
Peninsula , a nd t hen wr iti ng about a su bject to pic
such a s e d ucatio n, in t he ne xt issue . How e ver, we
are making a c ha nge in ou r Aug ust issu e . Inste ad
of heading o ut a round the province , we will look at
visual and performing a r ts a nd th en we will bring
you two area studie s in a row . Oct ob er, will t ak e us
to Labrador Sou th a nd Decem be r will take us to
Bay of Isl ands . T his c ha nge wa s necessary
because of the a mount of time we want to spend in
Labrador .
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Notre Dam e Ba y

The herring scramble
Fishermen in the Notre Dame

Bay area are wondering wh at
the Depa rtment of Fisheries a nd
Oc e a ns is u p to . On May 6th ,
the ir her r ing season was clos ed
to cons er ve the stock, then on
Ma y 25th it wa s declared open
fr om Noggin Cove to Ca pe Freels
until June 15th . or until 800 tons
had been la nde d, whichever
cam e first. Var ious reasons
were given for the reopening ,
but bas icall y it was to give the
mobil e gear fisherm en of th e
area a chance to make some
mon ey.

Th e root of the problem is that
Gander Bay fishermen using
fix ed gear or nets through th e
ic e. caught almost all th e
season 's quota . This was
befor e th e mo bile gea r neet on
th e Bon a v ist a Straight Shore
and ne ar Twillingate could
break th e ir boa ts out of th e
frozen ha r bo ur s . These full-time
fish e rmen , try ing to payoff a
boat a nd e xpe nsive gear, feel
unjustly t r eated .

Harvey Moul and of Musg r a ve
Harbour Is a purse se ine r a nd
one of th os e aff e cted . He was
also instrumental in getting the
herrin g se ason r eop e ne d . He
sa ys . " The fis he r men have
figured th at th e fis hery would be
op en ed un ti l th e la s t of Ma y o r
th e 15th of June . Befor e they
got a chance to get t heir nets in
th e w a ter. they closed the
se as on .

" We don ' t ha ve any fall
fishery. a nd a late spring
fishery. We were a bsolutely

dependent on the spring herring
fishery ."

Complaining about th e
nu m be r of pa r t- lime fis he r men
now t ak ing fish , Mr . Moul and
goes on to comment , "The
fi sh e r y offic ers kno w wh o is
p a r t-time and who Isn' t, bu t a ll it
takes to get a license is an a p­
p li c a ti on and a $5.00 b ill ."

Adds Scott Brown of
Twillingate. who bar-seines, " I
am a fu ll -ti m e fishermen . One of
the reasons why the quot a wa s
taken so qu ickly was tha t their
were so many moon lig hter s.
who fished through the ice
during the winter . I hope next
fa ll they will have so me
regulations . " As to what he is
going to do about the pr oble m .
he says " I am go ing to the
Fishery Advisory Boa rd ."

Both the clos ing of the season
an d its reo penin g we re not
strictly decisions of Fishe ries
a nd Oceans. They were ag reed
upon ' by the He r rin g
Man a ge m e nt Work in g Gro up,
composed of representatives
from Fishe ries and Ocea ns, th e
fis h pr oce s sing sector , . the
fis heries union, and individual
f ish erm e n. The season wa s
extended in certain a re as as an
emergency measure to provide
the mobile ge ar fishcrmen wi th
some of their expected income.
Like everyone e lse, they wanted
permission to catch more . but
t he fish stocks of the area cannot
stand it.

du stria l Dev el opment with
F isherie s and Oceans throws his
hands into th e a ir over the
problem . "There's just too
many fishermen trying to catch
a small amount of fish . a nd as
the price of herring goes up , the
situation just gets worse . Now
we 're at a point where either the
fixed gear or the mobile ' fleet
could easUy catch all of the
quota . Th e pie is going to have to
be cut up in very small pieces."•

UP to now, the Total
Allowable Ca tc h (TAC) has

been divided tnt c . a monitored
offshore qu ot a for the mobile
gear fleet and an inshore
allowance that is not monitored .
The catch from te e-fish ing and
other fix ed gea r is included In
the Inshore allowance. Because
the allowance is unmonitored .
this year it gr ew unexpectedly
and swallowed up almost the
whole TAC before Fisheries and
Oceans were aware or it .

If it looks like the Con­
servation and Protection
Branch of Fisheries and Oceans
was caught off guard, it can be
attributed partly to the In­
dustrial Development Branch
doing too good a job . By in­
troducing the Prairie Jigger and
the gas-powered ice auger to
Notre Dame Bay fishermen.
they have helped increase the
ice fishery catch to a point
wh ere It threatens the mobile
herring ~ fishing. In the process .
th es e Iebour-s avteg devices
seem to have brought a lot of

"pa et-u me fishermen into ' an



a l r eady ove rcrowded he r r ing
fishery. Ce r tainly an ov e r all
plan is la cking a nd th e He r r ing
M anagement Workin g Gr oup
h a s the ir wo rk c ut out for th em .

Th ere is s pec ulation t hat ne xt
year a Quot a will be im posed

upon the ins ho re catch.
Howe ver. it is up to the Herring
Managem e nt Work ing Group to
establish a fair poli cy by a lso
co ns id e r ing wh ether full -t im e
fis hermen s ho uld have pri ority
over pa rt -timers , whe th er t he
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season should be of different
le n gths . and so on . Fishermen
a re u rged to take an active part
in t hese negotiations themse lves
if th e y are not satisfied with t he
e x is ti ng situation.

Ice fishing : the new method
Fishing for herr ing th rough

the Notre Dam e Bay ice whil e a
gale blows will never be a pic ­
nic . but in r ecen t yea rs the in­
troduction of better se tting and
h a uli ng equipment has e nti ced
hundreds of fish ermen out into
the cold. Wher eas at on e ti me.
there was only a sma ll a mo unt
of herring c aught (or pi ckling or
for dog food in th e s p ri ng, now
the winter ic e fi shing bring s
extra money to the fishe r m en
and processors of thi s r e gi on .

Wh a t is ca us in g a ll the e x­
citement is a d e vice called the
Praire Jigger. wh ic h to ws a ro pe
underneath th e ice. E ve r y time
th e line is g ive n a tu g b y t he
fishermen , the ir on le ve r on th e
j igge r d r ive s a sp ike aga ins t th e
ice to push the jigger a lo ng . T h e
horizo nt a l wooden bo ard on th e
jigger keeps it aflo at. Wh en the
li ne is slackened. the iro n bar
swings forward a nd d own , re ad y
for th e next tug . E a ch time t he
lin e is tugged . it a lso t ips a s ma ll
lev er a t th e b a ck e nd of t he
bo a rd whi ch knocks aga ins t th e
bo ard . Th is p rod uce s a sound
which ca n be he a r d by a m a n
w alking on the ic e above it.
Once the jigger h a s tra ve lled the
18 fathoms ne c ess ary for t he
length of th e herring net. a hole
is cut above It to retrieve t he
li ne. which Is th en used to pull
the net out under th e ice .

The old method of se tti ng th e
nets involved c ut ti ng about 9 or
11 hol es in th e ice a nd pu sh in g
the lead rope fr om one to the
other with a long wood en po le .
According to Be rt Hoddinott of
Embr ee , the P r a ir ie J igger
all ow s tw o m e n to set 10 or m ore
nets in a d ay . whe reas t he o ld
system allowed only about four
nets per d a y.

The ~rairie wa s first used in

M an it ob a and in the Nort h We st ice . In 1976. Jack Daley of
Te r r ito ries to se t nets a nd lines T wll tt ng ate first brought the
th rough as much as six feet o f

A g as -po were d ice auge r us ed by ice fisherm en 01 Wester n Ca na da,
where ice is sev eral f eet thick . N ewfoundlander s can usua lly cu t
th eir holes w it h a chainsaw.

-.-

A Prairie J igg er , beached. N ote fh e " knocke r" af fhe r ear of m e
board. and midway alo ng . the short spike th at pushes tne Jigger
l orward under fhe i ce when the tra iling rope i s tugged.
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device to the attention of the
department of fisheries and they
soon design ed an improved ice­
fishing system, based on what
was used out west. Some of the
components such as gas­
pow ered ice auger and a radio
transmitter on the jigger to he lp
locate it, have been found to be
unnecessarily expensive for
Newfoundland . Here the thinner
ice allows holes to be c ut with
ehainsaws and t he jigger to be
loca te d by the sound of the
kn ock e r . Most of t he n et hau lin g
gear from out wes t h a s been
adopted . This consists of a
windla ss to crank in the net, a
processing table to allow fish to
be picked from the net in a
standing position and long
rollers located nea r the ho le a nd
t he table to e a se the hauling
procedure.

Eric Way of the ind ustrial
development branch of t he
department of fishe ries. w a s
instrumental In bringing the

ice-fishing gear into

common us e . Mr . Way s t a te s
tha t in 1977. the first y ea r of the
program. forty men caught one
million po unds of herring in the
Campbellton a rea . The following
year , despite bad weather and a
short season. three and a half
million pounds were landed
from a large r area wh ich in­
cluded Gander Ba l . Mary Lou
Peters. who operates th e Nor­
thcott fish plant in Lewisporte ,
is very appreciative of the
Im provements in the loc al ice
fish in g . Sh e s ays.

" We certainly hope th at th e
ice fishing continues bec au se we
get a top qu a li ty fi sh . Th e
re introducti on of th e ice fishery
on a large r sca le is a r e al boom
to th e ec on o my in thi s a rea . For
the plant workder, it ke ep s th e
plant open all ye ar and fr om th e
fisherm a n 's point o f v ie w, it
gives them a winter progr-am.
and t he wh ole ec on om y .
trucking . loc al stor e s . ·
everything pi ck s up a t a tim e

whe n it is norm ally very slow.,.
The ri sher m en Deck• .

Aw ash ta lked with we re
like wise appreciative of t he new
technology and the extra spri ng
Income. but they had some
r eservations. Ambrose Wan of
Campbellton made the following
comments : " This year there
must have been three or four
hundred peo ple on the ice ,
compared to only a hundred or
so in t he past. I don't know ho w
long this ca n go on , t he fish
stocks mu st be ta ki ng a
be a ti ng ." Be rt Hod dinott of
.Smbree says , "No I ca n' t see
too many more people going Into
the ice fishery. Some of us think
there's too many in it now. I'm
putling down a lot more nels
th a n in years past, but I'm not
getting many more fish ." And .
as indicated in t he pr e v io us
article , this increa se in herring
catches h a s played havoc with
the herring quota and with the
fishe rmen from other areas on
the northeast coa st .

• •
~
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A picture postcard
when the wind is right

Trouty is one of the most
striking communitie s on th e
shore. Served by a d irt road that
should be paved this summer,
the community lies between two
steep ridges. These high hills
emphasize the uousuallayout of
the harbour. It's actually an
extension of the Trouty River. a
narrow slash of water that
bisects the settlement. St a ges
line both sides of th e r ive r
mouth , making the co m m unit y
as pretty as a picture postcard.

During the summer. th e
prevailing winds create no
problems in the harbour. " As
long as we don 't get th e nor­
therly winds ." notes Willi e
Johnson, a fisherman turned
boat builder. A new go ve r n me nt
wharf was placed in th e com­
munity the year befor e last.
"That was an improvement
because the river is shallow and
the old wharf was hard to re ach
at low tide," notes Johnson .
"When they built the new wharf,
they moved it farther out the
harbour, and we can get in and
out on any tide. There 's no
community stage , so the four to
six trap crews have to do th eir
fish on the government wh arf
where there's no sh elt er. If they
do it on their own stages , th e y
stili have to bring it back to th e
wharf for co llec tion. Most of th e
fish is sold to Fishery Products
inCataUna.

While the old wharf is no
longer used to unload fish , Mr .
Johnson feels the fishermen can
stiU find a good use for it. A
simple shed built over it would
be a help to the fishermen who

. store boats there in th e winter.

" We ' r e talking about the
idea ," he states. " Aft e r all , the
old wharf isn't good for anything
else. It would be a shelter for the
boats and a good place to do
repairs . We might get a com­
mittee together to look into th e
idea ."

F or yea rs. Johnson has fis hed
from a s mall boat . Today 's he 's
tempor a ril y as hore. bu t he's
still working a rou nd boa ts.

" I ' ve be en working wit h Sam
Vokey in Trinity for a year ," he
says. " We' re building lon g lin e r s
and trap sk iffs . Th e re seems to

be a lot of people wanti ng the m
this yea r . We 've got a as-toot
t ra pboa r/Iongttner, a 38-foo t
t r a pboa t / longlin er a nd three
Ca pe Isl an d boats , whi ch a re 37
and 38 fe et lon g . We 've got a 31·
foot open boat ju st about
fin ish ed now a nd 28 foot er a bout
read y to be fr am ed up . Th e
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largest boat we 've buill sinc e I
went to work here is a 55-root
Iongttner."

While he's enjoying his new
career as a boatbuilder , Mr .
Johnson has not lost interest in
the fishery . Realizing that
boatbuilding is an uncertain
business, he says that he's ready
to head back to the fishing
grounds when the current
boatbuilding boom "knocks
off".

Life should be better (or
Trouty residents when the road
li nking it to Trinity is paved this
summer. A contractor started
the job la s t fall a nd was sup ­
posed to return this spring. So
fa r. he h a sn 't a ppeared and Mr.
Johnson r e ve al ed that the
people have been in touch with
th ei r MH A a bout it. "The road is
begi nn in g to gel a bit on t he
rough side, II he points out.
" There are a lot of holes and
rocks and this is ha rd on a car."

Wit h about 100 residents,
Trouty is n 't one of the larger
com m unities. But it appears to
be a thriving place and its
beauty should prove a rea l asset
if area Tourism develops

Willie Johnson 01 Trouty.

In ou r la s t issue on Bonavista put them in this issue . We also Keough . In addition, we wou ld
North , we did not have room for would like to apologize for some like to apologize to Jo hn Connors
s tories on three co mmunities: typographical errors. Our back who wrote Da ddy Mick . His
Trouty an d Old and New cover should have read Trouty, name was inadvertently left of(
Bonaventure. We a re pleased to not Trinity and its Keel not his story.

Old Bonaven tu r e-planning to stay
" I got a new boat la s t spring,"

boasts Austin Verge of Old
Bo naventure. "She's a trap skiff
lon gli ne r , th irty-three feet long,
b uilt by Henry Vokey. I ' ve found
her to be a we ll-made boat and
the r e ' s four m or e like he r being
built fo r people around here this
yea r ."

Verg e , 31, is a short , blocky
man wh o has spent most of his
work in g life either fishing or
picking up a job with con­
tractors. Last year, he decided
th a t he needed a bigger boa t and
he su nk close to $10,000 of his
own m one y into the new craft.
"The boat cost over $11,000 and
the only s ub sidy I got was a
$1,600 provincial bounty. Paying
for a boat li ke mi ne wou ld be

hard on a family man but my
wife is teaching and we have no
children."

His investment proves that
Austin has faith in the future of
the fishery in the Old
Bonaventure area. "It's getting
better every year," the ex­
draggerman notes. "It wasn 't
too good here last year with the
traps, but we did all right with
the nets. "

Old Bonaventure lies between
Trouty and New Bonaventure,
amid the steep hills that make
the area so attractive. The
community does possess one big
advantage ov er its two neigh­
bours : its harbour is well
protected, making it a snug

refuge.
In general , the Old

Bonaventure fi sh er m e n are
optimistic about the future, as
an older resident worki ng on h is
stage e xplains. "Things we re on
a downgrade for a while, but the
fishery seems to be picking u p
again. There's probably a doze n
fishermen us ing open boa ts fo r
the most part. We fish mainly
cod, and most of it is shipped
fresh."

While the community does
boast one of the best harbours o n
the shore, the other facilities
leave so mething to be desired.
The wharf seems adequa te for
the present Ileet of small open
boats but Austin feels that the
c0n.!.!.ng of bigger craft will lead
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A.ustin Verge cI.ims th.r the fishery in the Old Bon. venture luea is " gelt ing
belter every ye.r."

to overcrowding.
"The wharf's not really wide

enough or long enough." he
says, and he goes on to point out
that some local fishermen have
reservations about the new nsh­
handling system that will be
used for the first time this
season. While they recognize
that it may improve quality ,
the re ' s some feeling that the
system may actually slow the
unloading process, especially if
m ost of the fleet should return
fr om fishing at the same time.

Two other fishing facilities are
m iss ing completely , Old
Bona venture has no community
stage and fishermen must still
maintain their own stages.

"The other thing we haven 't
galls a place to haul a boat out,"
h e declares in frustration. " T h is
s ummer there's going to be four
ne w boats here and we need a
sllpway to handle them
pr op e r ly . The fishermen here
should get together and do
so mething about that."

It's easy to understand
Au s ti n ' s feelings when you
r eme m be r that he has laid out a
b ig chunk of money for his new
boat. Hauling boats up over a
be a c h doesn't do them any good
a nd Austin feels the lack of a

New Bona venture

slipway will take years off t he
life of the new craft.

Relaxing in the modern livi ng
room of his new home, Austin
predicts that he and his wife will
be staying in Old Bonaventure.
" Ther e ' s not a lot of people
living here but everyone is
definitely settled." he notes. He
sees several trends that auger
well for the future: the im ­
provement .tn ,the· fis hery,

the gradual easing of the
problems of draggers on inshore
grounds and the coming of the
union to the area . " I like the
fis hing," he says with a smile
that is typical of the area 's
fr ie nd line s s . "I'm comfortable
and I'm going to stay here . If
th is boat works out as well as I
thi nk it wen, I might look for a
small,longliner sometime."

All that is needed is
a wharf and a road

"New Bonaventure was
almost gone 20 years ago, "
r e c a ll s Its long-time resident
Gil e s Miller. "But the size has
jus t a bo u t doubled since then .
An elderly lady who lives next to
m e says that we now have the
bigge st population ever . It's a
good place; quiet, not too much
traffic , and you ca n be friend ly
with all your neighbors."

Ne w Bonaventure is one of
three unique communities
ne stl ed on the northern -stde of
Trin it y Bay . To reach New and
Old Bonaventure and Trouty,
yo u leave the Cabot highway at
Trin ity , then proceed through
Dunfie ld on a dirt road . After

passing through Trouty , the next
settlement is New Bonaventure,
a place with a so mewhat
misleading name. The com­
munity actually traces its roots
back ove r 170 years . Whe n the
community was first found ed ,
fishing was the big business and
that re mains true today
"We're all fishermen." declares
Giles , who fishes with 24 gill
nets, a cod trap, a nd three
salmon nets . "There's twelve
crews fishing from here , all
using open boats."

While Giles and one other m a n
concentrate on gill nets, the
remaining 10 crews ke ep busy
with the trap fishery. So far ,

Giles says that fishing has been
" fair" for the gill net boats , bui
slow for the trap crews.
Howe ve r , lobster fishing " is as
good at it has ever been" ... .with
the ca tch fetching $1.50 a pound.
Salmon is bringing a good
pric e .. $1.60 a pound under five
pou nds and $2.00 a pound for
la r ger fish , but the fish have
be en scarce so far this year.

" We're very satisfied with t he
p r ic e ," he notes wryly. "AU we
now a re th e fish. There 's about
50 sa lmon ne ts in the water, and
we 've only ta ke n about a dozen
s almon so far ."

CUe. I. fJ shlng fairly close to
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home, putting in th e lon g hours
required of an in sh or e fisher­
man. Starting a bout 5 a .m. , he 's
seldom home bef or e nine a t
night. Later in th e season , he
plans to mo ve furthe r offshore ,
fishing about 10 m iles from land.

Originally fr om Kearley 's
Harbour, a little farth e r down
the coast, Giles move d to New
Bonaventure a bo ut 20 ye ars ago.
As is the case with mos t ot he r

area reside nts, Giles wa s in­
vo lved with the fish ery from the
start. Alt ho ug h he was able to
make a li ving a t it, he a lso spent
time working on the Great
Lakes. " Whe n I was younger, I
wanted to loo k a r ound a bit, " he
says, in ex plaining how he came
to spend 23 ye a r s working on the
L ake frei ghters . Rising from
sa ilor to second mate , he says,
"I enjoyed the expe r ie nc e but I
found it was no life for a m arried
man. Your fami ly doesn 't kno w
you when growing up if you' r e
away from home."

Whe n he came back home to
stay in ]978, Gile s again went
fishing. This spring , he took
delivery of a new 31 (oat op en
boat built by Sa m Vokey' s
Trinity y a r d , F itt ed with a
hydraulic gu rdy, th e boat has
lived up to Giles ' expectations.

"I find he r goo d so far ," he
enthuses. " I lik e eve ry thing _
about her . She's well -built and a
good sea boat. Sh e 'll ca r r y
about 12 to 13 tho usa nd po unds,
although I haven't had a t ou
load aboard yet."

With the fis hing picking up ,
Giles is look ing forward to
having his son Brian tem­
pora rily back to fish with him
this summer. Th e 24-year old
gradua te cf Memorial
University has ju st fin ish ed his
B.A. and plans to fish wi th his
father while indulging in his
interest in whales.

While New Bonaventur e lack s
a fisherman's co mmittee, it ' s
likely that organiza tio n, in th e
form of the fis he r man 's un ion ,
should soon be in pl ac e . Bill
Short, business agent wit h th e
union has been in th e area
signing up me m bers a nd Gil es
says the union go t " 99 percent"
support.

Getting a good safe berth for
his new boat is a concern that
Gil es sha r es with other
fishermen in the community.
New Bonav enture has a poorly
sh eltered harbour, exposed to
th e west-southwe st and south­
west winds wh ich pr evail during
th e sum me r.

" R ig ht now , the problem is
crowdi ng .. th e lee side of th e
wharf is th e only shelter here ,
a nd th e boat s a re too 'nipped in ' .

" We need a not he r 44 feet and
so me dredg ing done, to make
things better . We have to wait
our turns to unload , but
everyo ne works together and
helps each othe r out. It ' s not too
bad during th e day , but we have
a real problem wh en we all moor
our boats for th e night. "

A contr act worth close to
$130,000, co unti ng en gineering
a nd adm inistr a t ion costs , was
awarded t o P ow er 'Co nstr uc tion
of St. J ohn' s " on June 1. A
spo lesman for Small Craft
Harbour s to ld Deeks Awash

that work on the New
Bonaventur e wharf should start
sometime in June . The tenders
calls for a wharf extensions
measuring 13.4 meters in length
by 7.3 meters in width , as well as
" some dredging" . With work
expected to take about three
months, the completion date
should come in September of
this year.

Once the harbour is sorted out,
the road into New Bonaventure
will likely become a priority for
the community. Now under
construction, th e road should be
paved by next year, but that's
not much consolation right now .
The main bridge in Trouty is
torn down and traffic has to use
a small bridge. The extremely
steep bill out of Trouty also is in
" ver y rou gh " shape at the
moment. However, by next year
the new faciltie s sh ould all be in
place and Trouty will be able to
boast of a fin e ro ad and a good
wharf.
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Special Section

Introduction to the special section
Education can be interpreted in a number of ways. There is education

of the young, the old and the handicapped. There is continuing education
for adults ; there are vocational schools for the learning of specialized
skills: There is the university, the fisheries college, the school for the
deaf, the cerebral palsy schooland the list goes on.

In this issue we look at only one aspect of education ... the school
system and in doing that we narrow it down even further . Rather than
look at specific programs and schools, we have tried to get a " feel" for
the school system . To do this we talked and talked and listened and
listened to teachers and students from around the province. Wehaven't
unearthed anything deeply profound or mindboggling, but we have
caught the "mood" of education, if there is such a thing, and we have
foundout howthat moodhas changed over the years.

The Editor

Education
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The History

From the Rever en d Henry

Jones to Mrs. Anna Pippy
The Reverend Henry Jones, a

Church of England priest in
Bonavista, started a school "for
the instruction of poor children"
in that community in 1722. This
eventually led to the establish­
ment of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel.
Founded to teach children to
read and write so they could
study the Bible and ot her
religious literature and learn
catechism. the Society often
used the local clergyman as a
teacher . It also used lay readers
to teach during the week, and
conduct church services on
Sunday.

By 1834, thirteen schools had
been established around the
province. The two largest were
in St. John's and Bonavista an d

had over 100students each.
. However, the Society wasn't

t he on ly agency active in those
years. Records show that great
effort in t he field of education
had led to the founding of some
20 schools in the colony by 1776.
Th is expans ion was hindered
somewhat by the problem of
fin din g teachers who were
will ing to come to Newfoundland
to tea ch.

By 1776, the Methodists had
become involved in education.
The Reverend Lawrence
Coughlan, a Methodist minister,
foun ded a school at Harbour
Grace, then one of the largest
se ttle ments on t he island. Four
years la ter , a John Hawkins
sta rted a priva te school in Old
Perlican, Trinity Bay, marking .

the first effort at a private
school in Newfoundland.

By the start of the 1800s, other
organizations were beginning to
show an interest in educating
Newfoundland residents. The
Society for Improving the
Conditions of the Poor in St.
John's established two charity
schools in 1803. Based on the
English Sunday School model,
these institutions taught the
basics, as well as sewing,
knitting and spinning. Even at
this early stage,
denominationalism was a
factor. One school served
children of the Protestant faiths ,
while the other looked after the

Catholic interests .

The Benevolent Ir ish Society

15yea rs ago.
Compliments of The Newfoundland Book PUblishing Company



of nuns , the
came to

in 1842,
fee-charging

(8.LS.), founded in 1806, was
intended to devote its efforts to
improving the lot of the Irish,
whether Protestant or Roman
Catholic. In 1823, Patrick
Morris. one of the early ad­
vocates of responsible govern­
ment led the 8.LS.to become
involved in education, with
the Orphan Asylum school being
the result. In theory the school
was non-denominational but in
practice it catered to the
Catholic population. Just five
years after if first opened it had
an enrolment 0(600 children.

While Patrick Morris was
busy with the 8.I.S. , a Anglican
British merchant and 51. John 's
resident was fulfilling a vow he
had made after surviving a
shipwreck. Promising to help
the poor, Samuel Codner had
sought and had received the
support of local leaders, as well
as financial backing from
merchants in England and
Ireland. He then founded the
Newfoundland School Society in
1823. Starting in St. John's, the
Society absorbed the Charity
schooIs . ."". Teachers in the
Society's schools had to be
members of the Anglican faith,
another clear indication of the
ex isting, though informal,
denominational influence on
education. From 1823 to 1923 the
Newfoundland School Society
continued to promote education
for the underprivileged.

During the early 1800s Bishop
Flemming, a Roman Catholic,
laid the foundation for the
existing Catholic educational
system with the introduction of
religious orders to the schools.
The Presentation Order of Nuns
first established a convent in St.
John's in 1833, provtdtng
education for girls of the poorer
classes, as the -ILLS: scbcof did
for boys. Later, the Presentation
Nuns served in other' -Iocations
around the Conception Bay
area: Harbour Grace, Car­
bonear and Harbour Main all
had convents .

Another order
Sisters of Mercy,
Newfoundland
establishing a

school for children of the
wealthier classes. In 1847 the
Order of St . Francis became the
first male order to involve
themselves in Newfoundland's
education. They took over the
charity schools for boys. In 1876
they were succeeded by the Irish
Christian Brothers, an order
still active in .ed ucat lon today .

It was not until the early 1800s
that the government became L

involved in education. A bill
passed in 1836 supporting the
work being done by the Societies
marked the beginning of this
involvement. Called"An Act for
the Encouragement of
Education", the bill allocated
some 600 pounds to the Societies
and a further 1500pounds among
nine district boards, each board
serving the needs of Catholic
and Protestants within its
district.

It's interesting to note that a
strictly non-sectarian school
system for Newfoundland was
contemplated at this time, and
that some controversy arose
over the use of the Bible as a
textbook in the schools.

Seven years later, education
showed the potential it had for
costing the government money.
The Education Act of 1843 in­
creased the grant from 1500
pounds to 5100 pounds, a
whopping 330% increase in less
than a decade. The Education
Act also set up two separate
boards to look after the Catholic
and Protestant systems in each
district. A position of inspector
was created, with the office
annually being rotated on a
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denominational basis.
Government's next major

pronouncement came in 1874,
when the Education Act finally
opted for a complete
denominational educational
system. The Act also provided
equal grants to the Catholic and
Protestant factions, with the
Protestant group further sub­
dividing their grant among their
several denominations on a
population basis. By this time,
the distinctive Newfoundland
system of education had
emerged.

While the denomination
system is often viewed in terms
of Catholic and Protestant
schools, several other religious
groups have long been active in
the field of education. The
Education Act of 1892, for
example, first recognized the
presence of the Salvation Army,
which had come to the colony
seven years previously.

The first Salvation Army
involvement In school came in
Shoal Harbour, Bonne Bay,
where Army convert, John
Caines, was asked by residents
to write to the government
requesting a teacher for the
settlement. Two female
teachers were sent to open a
school, but only after it was seen
that such a move would not
conntet with any other
denominations. Until 1898, the
children of Salvationists at­
tended Protestant schools. In
that year, the first Salvation
Army school- superintendent

was appointed. and a school was
established In St. John's. By



The outoort school
Compliments of The Newfo und land Boo k P ub l ish ing Com pa ny
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1901, the Salvation Army
Superintendent's report covered
three schools, two in St. John's
and one in Seal Cove. Fortune
Bay. with a total enrolment of
363 students . Se veral othe r
centres had attempted to
establish schools without any
notable success.

Th e nu mber of Salvation
Army sc hoo ls grew quickly.
with th e d en omin ati on boasting
som e 58 schools arou nd the
province by 1910. T he coming of
th e Commission of Government
in 1933 meant a temporary
setba ck in education for the
S a lvation Army. The Gov ­
erment d ec id ed initially that
only th e Ro m a n Catholic ,
Ch u rc h of England. and the
United Church should be in ­
vo lved in education. Later the
Government changed this
policy . and the Salvation Army
by 1949 had 70 schools . 145
te ach e rs and 4,643 students . The
Ar my was in the education
bus iness until 1969 when the
integra ted school boards were
es tablished.

Abou t the time the Salvation
Army sc hools sta rted, another
re ligious group, t he Seventh-Day
Adv entist s , were a lso becoming
involved in education. The fir st
sch ool was opened in the liv ing
room of Mrs . Anna Pippy's
hom e a t 92 Freshwater Road, St.
J ohn ' s , with the first teacher, a

Mrs. Lizzy Milley , accepting th e
position at a 's a la r y of $16.00 a
yea r. Since tha t time, th e
Seventh-Day Adventists sys te m
has grown to inc lude sc hoo ls in
Corne r Br ook . Botwood. Let h­
bridge and Bay Roberts. These
schools are not restricted to
Seventh-Day Adventist children­
all denominations are welcome.

The Pentecostal chu rch has
been active in the province since
1931, when the first "community
school" was opened in Point au
Mal. Within a short time. the
Pentecostal Assemblies
established schools a t Black
Island. Sa mson's Island, E m­
bree and Windsor. While the
Pentecostal system continued to
add roughly two sc hools a year
to tha t tot al , it was not until 1954
t ha t the Pe ntecosta l role in
education rece ived offi cia l
government sanction. Previous
to this, the denomination bu ilt
schools without financial
assistance from government.

a nd th e Asse m blies cla im th at
thi s tr ad iti on 'of suppor ti ng
Pe ntecosta l sc hools with churc h
fu nd s co nti nues to this day .

Full s ta tus as a denomination
for sch ool purpose s cam e for th e
pr ovin ce' s P ent ecostals in 19M.
wh en an Act of th e Le gisl ature
was pas sed giv ing th em the
r igh t to orga nize a sc hool boa rd .
Sin ce th at ti me, the Pentecostal
s ystem has grown to incl ude
some 6,400 st ude nts. and 336
teachers . and ope r a te s 51
schoo ls through out the pr ovince.

E ven tod ay . th e ess enti a ls of
th e sy ste m ha ve changed little.
We still ha ve a denominational
system, with a strongly united
Catholic voice and a more
dispersed Protestant
represen t ati on . The

denominations stili obta in the
bu lk of th eir funding from th e
gov ernment, whi ch dr aws on its
tax rev enu e to finance
Newfoundland 's un ique
educa tio nal sys tem.

Educational history survives .
depression, political scandals

and government acts
By the ea rly 1900s, education

in Ne wfoundland started to show
th e organizational layout we
kn ow tod ay. The school system
had developed along
denomin a ti ona l lines and the
government had started the
current pr acti ce of assisting in
th e fin an ci ng of education.

In 1930 an Education Act was
pa ss ed that gave the

Denominational Boa rd of
Education the r ight to unite its
effo rts and provide co m m on
schools in sparsely popula te d
areas . However , the Catholics
tried to maintain their ow n
school. Control of common
schools was assumed by th e
district board of ed ucation of th e
major denomination in th e
community. That board also

obliged to contribute

financially to th e cos t s of th e
scbocl.

Th e Education Act of 1930
gave government its first for­
mally structured dep a rtment of
education . a reflection of the
growing involvem ent of
governme nt in the field . Wary
of offending th e stro ng political
sentimen t beh ind
denom ina tiona lis m , the move
allo wed the government and ' the



superintendents of education to
achieve some degree of unity of
administration without implying
too heavily on the traditional
roles of the churches. The newly
created position of Deputy
Minister put i.n place a liaison
officer between the
denominational superintendent
and the Minister of Education.

Another feature of the Act of
1920 was the establishment of a
Teachers Training School in Sl.
John's. Known as 'normal'
school, this institution has since
developed into the Memorial
University we know today .

In 1921, a new Education Act
was passed. and it again
reorganized the structure
considerably. A Bureau of
Education was created with
Newfoundland's Prime
Minister serving as its
president. The Deputy Minister
became the Secretary of
Education. . In addtuon.. there
were three denominational
superintendents, three assistant
superintendents, an educational
secretary for the Salvation
Army and three other members
nominated by each of the large
denominations. The act thus
assured considerable
denominational input into
government decisions affecting
education. It effectively
removed education from
political controL

While both the number of
schools and the complexity of
the educational system were
growing, the quality of schools
left a great deal to be desired .
Denominational, geographical
and financial restraints all
played a part. The
denominational structure
sometimes meant that two
schools, Catholic and non­
Catholic , had to be provided
where one might have served.
Geographically, the 1,300
settlements scattered around
the island's coast made for
difficulties in transportatl.on as
well as increasing the number of
schools which had to be built and
maintained. Furthermore, the
Depression had the same
devastating effect on education
as it did on other public services.

Severe financial restraints
were first imposed in the years
193Q..31, when the education
budget dropped from $1,025, 157
to $761,355. In 1932·33, this figure
was further reduced by $250,000
and the effects showed clearly
the following year. The number
of schools dropped by 81 and 163
teacher positions disappeared .
This resulted in 5,000 less
students registering in th e
count r y' s schools .

Political scandals and the
financial conditions of the time
led to a Commission of Govern­
ment being imposed on
Newfoundland in 1933. Until the
late I 1940s , the Commission
admin'istered the island's af­
fairs , exercising full control
over vir t ua lly ev ery facet of the
colony 's lif e .

Education was no exception to
this rule . The Commission left
the denominational system
intact, fearing th e political
storm th ey might face if they
tampered with it.

In 1936, a New foundland
curriculum was in t r od uced to
the schools and the Division of
Adult Education was also
established. A tea cher training
departmen t was developed at
Memorial Universit y Colle ge to
upgrade th e qualifications of
teachers .

In 1942, the Commission
passed a bill that was to have far
reaching implications for the
future of education. The Free
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and Compulsory Education Act
finally assured Newfoundland
children that they would attend
school, free of charge, from the
ages of 7 to 14. This policy
inevitably led to an increase in
the school population, r esulting
in overcrowded conditions in
most schools.

Eventually, this trend
necessitated the consideration
of various approaches to the
expansion of the secondary
school system . In 1946, the
Commission appointed Dr . G .A .
Frecker, the Secretary of
Education, to survey one
possible approach. After
visiting high schools in Canada,
the United States , Britain and
Scandtnavta , he concluded that
a regtonal hiRh school system
might help diversify th e school
program and provide students
with a better education. He also
noted that the regional high
concept cou ld be introduced
here without major damage to
the denominational system.
Throughout the fifties and
sixties regional high schools
grew bigger than the original

. 250-300 student units en vi sioned
by Dr. Frecker. By 1961-62,
there were 52 r egional high
schools in the province. A
decade later, the number had
tripled to 165. Today , th e only
reminders of the early days of
education is the denominational
school system which still
remains very much in effect.



14-Decks Awash

The private college
ver su s the outport sch ool

Since the earliest days, the
religious denominations of
Newfoundland have involved
th e m se lve s in the business of
educating our children. The
province today still places a
great deal of the responsibility
for schools in the hands of the
va r iou s re ligions .

Early Newfoundland set-
tl e m e n t patterns made some
k ind of religious involvement in
education inevitable. Set­
tlements tended to group people
of one faith together. and the
loc a l clergy ' was often the only
group available to look after the
educational needs of the com­
m uniti e s ' children. The
d is pe r s a l of population in many
s mall. widely separated out­
ports ensured that several
sch oo ls would be needed in a
g iven area and it's logical that
each religious group should look
a fte r the education in its area.

A quick review of the history
of education shows that most o f
the groups and individuals 'who
sta rted schools had a re ligious
connection. Three of the main
groups Involved in starting early
sc hools were the Society for
Pro pa g a ti on of the Gospel in
F or e ig n Parts (Church of
England), the Newfoundland
Sc hoo l Society (Church of
E n gl a nd ) and the Benevolent
I ri sh Society (Roman Catholic).
Strong, high profile per­
sonalities , such as the Roman
Catholic Bishop Fleming and the
Methodist Reverend Lawrence
Coughlan also took an active
h a nd in the early development of
Newfoundland's education
system.

By the mid-IBOOs, govern­
m e n t had started to recog n ize
th e u nique in volve m en t between
c hurches and schools. T he
Educ a ti on Act of 1843 c reated
sepa ra te Roman Catholic and
P rote s t a n t school boards fo r
eac h school district, a clea r
indication that government

r e a li zed th e churches h a d a
le g itimat e role to play. By 1814,
government had opted firmly

for a completely denominational
sc hool system; the Education
Act of that year provided equa l
grants for Rom a n Catholic and
P r ote s t a nt educa tio nal p u r­
pose s .

Wh il e th e pr ovin ce ' s sc hoo ls
we re bei n g di vided a long
re lig ious lin e s , another, m or e
subtle d ivision began taking
p lace. Education began to be
spli t along class lines. Groups
suc h a s the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel and
the Ben evole nt I r ish Society
were struggling to improve the
ed ucationa l opportunities of the
' lower' c lass, but the wealthier
class too k ca re of their o wn
c h ild re n's education. Priv at e
s chools a nd t uto rs a ppeared on
the local scen e, a nd many of th e
u p per class children went to
sc hools outside th e co lony. By
1800, th e n u m ber of m id dl e a n d
upper class fa m ili e s In St.
J ohn ' s had grown to the po in t
wh ere 75 families put up 300
pounds each to fo und a g ra m­
mar sc hool und e r the c lergy man
Lewis Anspach. Although it
lasted just three years, it
marked the start of the private
school in the province.

In 1843, go ve r nment tried to

c rea te tw o d en ominational
"colleges" in S1. J ohn 's , bu t th e
a tte m pt fa iled . Th e foll owing
y e ar , publi c opinion fa vored th e
estab lis h ment of a non­
d en omin ation al college In the
c olon y's ca p ita l city , but
r eli gious le aders saw things
differently . By th e middle of th e
n in et e enth ce n tu r y, three
se pa ra te "colleges", e a ch wit h a
r eli g iou s af fil iation, were in
o pe ratio n. T he y were: St .
Bon av entu r e ' s College for
Roman Ca tho lic bo ys ( Me r c y
Co nvent for girls); Bishop Field
College for Church of England
boys ( B isho p Spenc er Co ll ege
for g i rls); and th e Me thodist
Co llege (la te r Prin c e of Wal e s
Co llegiate) for Methodist boys
a nd gi rls. Th ese institutions
fill ed a du al rol e because they
se r ved th e upper and middle
c la sse s of S1. J ohn 's a nd they
a lso provid ed boarding facilities
fo r the c h ild re n of th e outport
elite . However, these schools
did take chlidren who could not
a ffor d to pa y the s chool fees a nd
no c hil d ( exce pt for re asons of
la ck of spac e) was no rmally
r efused . At first , these s chools
could receive no go vernment
fin a ncial assis tance, but a
sy stem wa s de v ised under the
au spic es of su ch people a s Dr.
Bla ck all a nd Dr . Bu r k e ,whereby



Gov e rnm en t Is ac ute ly awa re
of the c h urc hes' position in
ed ucation . In numerous govern­
ment r eports, m ost recom­
mendation s are made only o n
the basis that they can be im­
plemented without damaging
the denom ina ti ona l structu re .
In fact. government officials
taking p a rt in an Inuit
education al conference hel d in
the fall of 1977 re j ec ted a
suggestion th at the Inuit form
their own school boa rd to look
after th eir own educational
system. Th e governme nt
rejects th a t suggestion on th e
grounds th at suc h a m ove wo uld
encroach o n the churches' r igh ts
In education .

How doe s the pu blic feel a bo ut
denominationali sm? In a
September 1978 r e port on public
attitudes to wa r ds ed uca tion, Dr.
Phillip Warr en reports th e
following findings. "Fifteen

they were classified as
" co lle ges" ( whic h, in fa ct . th ey
were not) so that they would
become eligible for public funds .

The difference between th e
lu ition paying private colleges
and the outport schools .-was
vast. Roughly comparable in
style and content to th e minor
English public schools. th e b ig
three promoted an elitist vie w of
Newfoundland society . Students
were groomed for leadership
roles and their fin e buildings ,
better qualified teachers,
laboratories. gymnasiums and
playing fields offered a sh arp
contrast to the tiny one-room
cutport schools . There a single
underqualified te acher
struggled with all grades . and
only 1 in every 700 students
matriculated from Gr ad e 11.

This inequality of educational
opportunity based on class and
lhe abl.lily to pay th e fees th e
private schools demanded
restricted the social mobility o f
generations of r u r a l
Newfoundland chiildren. With
few facilities and under­
qualified teachers, many out­
port students found themselves
with no alternative to fishing for
a livelihood.

The vast improvements in
rural schools in the last twenty
years have, in a large part,
equalized educational op­
portunities. While the old soc ial
system is disappearin g , th e
denominational system is still
alive and well.
T~ay . the real base for th e

churches ' power in ed ucation
lies in the 1949 Terms of Union
with Canad a . At the t ime of
Confederation. a cl au se wa s
inserted wh ich protect ed t he
role of the church e s in
education. Although th e
provincial government assu me d
control of matters rel ating to
education, a part of that cl au se
specifically states that the
province will not have a nf
legislative authority con­
cerning. "any right or privileg e
with respect to denominational
schools".

Simply put. government cannot
abolish the denominational
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R eligion i s a way of l ite in Ne wfo und land sc hoo l s.
system, unl e ss th e y ac t ually percent of the Newfoundland
change th e Te rms of Union. peopl e s t r ong ly agreed with the

system. while . at the oth er
e xt re me, 12 perce nt strongly
di s a gr eed ... wh en those who
st ro ng ly agreed we r e combined
wi th th ose who ag reed. a total of
43 pe r ce nt may be sa id to be
su pportive of the s yste m . Some
29 pe r cen t ei ther strong ly
d is agre ed or disagreed with t he
system. A surprising 2S percent
sai d t hey were undecide d. "

For the present. t he un iqu e
position of the ch urc he s in
Ne wfou ndla nd ed uc a tion seems
unlike ly to c ha nge dr astic ally .
With r e lig iou s beliefs s ti ll im ­
po rta nt to a la r ge seg m e nt of th e
po pula tio n. th e c hurc hes have
both th e grassr oot support and
th e le g isl ative right. for th eir
rol e . Whil e some people may
disa g r e e with th at structure . it
seems unlikely that Newfoun­
dl an de r s will be se nd ing their
children to non-den om in a tion a l
public sc hoo ls for some time to
co me.



16-Decks Awas h

In tegration and co n so li d at io n

Upgrading

Newfoundland's schools
" Yea rs ago. when I was

c ha ir m a n of a school board. our
duties were simply to make s ure
th at we had a good roof on the
school. a box of chalk and a
teacher. We knew what text­
books the teacbe;' would be
using, but that was about a ll,"
says Reverend A.B. LeGrow.
now the Executive Off ice r of the
Integrated Education Com­
mittee . With such little
supervision, schools we r e e ither
good or mediocre, depending on
the individual teachers' a b ility .

Administration of sc hools
was divided among seven
religious denominations :
Roman Catholic , Ang lican,
Un ited, Presbyterian, Sa lva tio n
Army. Pentecostal a nd Se ven th ­
Day Adventist. Thi s sit ua t io n
was especially impractica l in
small towns wher e there were
three or four one- roo m sc hoo ls.
each und e r a di ffe rent ad­
ministra tio n, each with a n
unstable student pop ul ati on .

By the 1930s . th e process of
Ama"amaUoD wa s begun in
various pa rts of th e pr ovin ce .
The United and P r e sby terian
School Boards were fi rs t to
combine thei r resources . Later
the Anglican an d Sa lvation
Army denominations we re
brought in . The remaining th r e e
denominations Ro m a n
Catholic, Pentecostal and
Seventh Day Adventist we re
not involved. and con t inue to
maintain their separate status
today .

Amalgamation of non-Roman
Catholic schools continued to
exist in scattered areas of the
province, until the Warren
Commission m a de a complete
study of education in 1964. One
of its primary recommendations
was ~o complete a process th at
has been labelled IntegraUoD.
By 1969, this recommendation

others ha d been carried out. In
addition. the hundreds of school
boards that had existed were
reduced to 35 in a process known
as ConaolldaUoD. These 35
sc hool boa rds a re made up of 12
R o m a n Catholic, 21 Integ rated,
1 Pentecostal and 1 Seventh-Day
Adventist. Finally , Newfoun­
dland's Depa rtment of
Education be c a m e a secular
body, wit h the denominational
superintendents p la ced below a
Denomi nationa l E d ucation
Comm ittee ( DEC) .

T he prime r e a son for con­
solidation an d in te g r a ti on was to
pro v id e a better q ua lity
educ a tio n. Because it now ha d a
s malle r num ber of sc hool
bo ards a nd te a ch in g pos ts to fill ,
th e system could be mo re
se lec tive with its teachers. With
le s s ad m inis trative wor k to do,
th e schoo l boards could co n­
c e nt ra te on im pr ovin g t he
c u r r ic u lum. La r ger be tt er­
e qu ippe d sch ool s with more
tea ch ers co u ld a llo w each
teac he r to specialize, and
there fo re be m ore th or ou g h .
For th e studen ts , the above
cha nges a llowed their education
to be st an dardized ac ross the
pr ov in ce . giv ing them a m or e
eq ua l opportun ity.

.. At th e ti me Integration took

place. th ere was really no
choice," points out Reverend
LeGrow. " The basic framework
of ed uc a ti on in the province had
to be improved. Since that time.
some disadvantages have arisen
in certain areas, and we try to
deal with them as they come up.
The centralization of schools
means th at kids from out-lying
a reas may be bused lo ng
distances from home - a
psychologically devastating
ex perience for the yo ung ones ­
and their parents lose co ntac t
with the school ad mi nistra tio n .
In the past five yea rs, th er e has
been strong enoug h r e a cti on
against centralization to shi ft
the e m pha s is back to com­
m unity schools in places where
the population is large enoug h to
maintai n hig h quality ed uca tion.
Freq ue ntl y , it is on ly th e h igh

sc hoo l s tude nts who a re bused
ou t of th eir hom e co m m unity .
Because co ndi tio ns vary fr om
pl a c e to pla c e . with ma ny pe ople
preferring ce ntra li za ti on . sch ool
s uperi ntende nts genera lly m ee t
w ith community reside n ts,
present t he m with t he a lte r ­
na ti ve s . the r esp ec ti ve ad­
vantages and disadvantages.
then leave the comm un ity
responsible for a decision to
ce ntralize or not."
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" Ou r r e lig iou s educ ation
pr ogram is less than ten
ye ars old , but m ost of our
sc hool tea cher s now give it a
high rating , a nd the kids
seem to e njoy it. We do ge l
so m e ne g a ti ve crit icis m from
the teach ers, but it is co n­
structive be cause we con­
tinue to re vi se th e prog r am in
r esponse to th e needs of our
ch an gin g soc ie ty ."

Religious education in
the Protestant system

Th e way religion was " Ge ne r a ll y , the old system ac q ua inte d wit h part of o ur
ta u gh t be fo re Integration is a was more like co nfe s s ion a nd program . Som e people think
clear example of how indoctrin ation than re al that to be re ligious yo u ha ve
ed ucation in this province educ ation . Some c le rgy d id to be r e a di ng the Bible all th e
adapted to local cond it ions. a n e x cell ent jo b . bu t m os t of time. a nd to those peo ple . ou r
"If there were a minister in th em we r e too b usy wi th t hei r prog r a m may seem to be
town, he would often co me o the r dutie s ." mo re so cial t ha n religious . In
into the school to conduct fa ct , we do study t he Bibl e in
Bible readings, scripture When th e shortcomings of Gra des 4, 5. 6 and 11. while in
classes or sing hymns with this system were (u Uy Gr ad e s 7 and 8. we study
t he children. In many towns, realized , ministers and ot he r worl d re lig ions. In
howe ver, the same person educators from the non prim ary grades, a nd agai n in
w a s both school teacher and Roman Catholic Gr ade 10, our program de al s
preacher ." Ne wm an Kell and , denominations came tog ether with the m or a l . soc ia l, and
Su perin tendent of the Avalon to standardize a program for scientific iss ues common to
Consolidated School Board all integrated sc h ools . The a ll religions . Generall y , we
s miles as . he think s about the program would be taught by try to help kids understand
past, " Afte r Integration. professional te a chers . Sin ce themsel ve s a nd th eir
provision w as m ade in th e the program h as been lm - r el ation shi ps to ot he rs. which
schools for a ny o f the loc a l pl emented , th ere has been is the essence of all r e ligions .
Protestant o r An g li can some criti c is m that by
ministers to co me in a nd take elimina tin g d en ominational
their own kid s aside . If a town differences , it has watered
were lucky e noug h to h a ve down r eli g iou s ed ucation .
good ministers , th e child r en Critics a re afraid th at
got a goo d reli gious children will acquire
ed ucation . There was ve ry superficial understanding of
li t tl e supervi sion from th e the subject rather than
o utside ." acquiring religious can-

Rev ere nd A.B . LeGrow, of vtcttons and good morals .
the In teg r a ted Education Reverend Le Gr ow re sponds .
Co m m ittee, adds the "Such c r iticis m is usu all y
(all owing comments : m ad e by people wh o a re on ly

Reading, writing and
arithmetic in Inuit

establish a Mora vi an m is sion a t
Nain . Althou gh this attempt was
unsuccessful, the Moravians did

Th e Mor a vi an s fi rs t ve n tu re
into Labrador took pl ac e in 1752,

when an attempt was m _ad. e.l"O,.......,...r-_ ....._~,..._....

Although Newfoundland and
L abrado r are united into o ne
p r ov inc e , their his tor ie s differ
co ns iderably. Nowhere is this
mo r e ev ident than in the his tor y
o( educa tion. While the island 's
sys te m developed as a result o(
sever al charitable groups and
denominational activities, the
northe r n Labrador system
de v eloped primarily as the
result of a single terce . . .th e
Mo ravian missionaries ot
Ge rmany. A protestant sect, th e
Mor a v ia n church was found ed in
Saxony (now a part of Northern
Ge rmany) in 1722.



Ske tc hing wi th th e craft peo ple in H ebr on in the 1940'.
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succeed in establis hing a
presen ce on th e Labrador coast
a few ye ar s lat e r . Th ey received
a gr a nt fr om the British
governmen t to further their
work in 1771. Mu ch of t heir
initial success has been at­
tributed to on e individual, J en s
Haven, who had learned th e
Inuit lan guage in Gr eenl and .
The idea for the Naio miss ion
was his. a nd he remained in
charge of th e operation for th e
first thirty years .

When the Mor av ian s
established th e first sc hool in
1791 at Nain, their aim w a s to
make the Inuit fluent in th eir
own language. By 1801, t he
Moravians reported th at m an y
Inuit had become lit e r at e , a nd
that a book in the Inuit lan gua ge
was r eady for public ati on . By
1826, the whol e Ne w Te st am en t
had be en tr anslated into Inui t.

However , th e educational
challenge of Labrad or did
create some difficulti es. The
complexity of the Inuit langu age
made the task of translating
abstract idea s in a me an in gful
wayan awkward opera tion, and
teachers also en countered
prob le m s with geography and
a r ith metic . The migratory
lifest yle of the Inuit wasn' t
suited to a regular school
system either as the nom adic
pa lt e rn of hunting kept th e
people. and th eir children, on
the mov e . School opening a nd
closing times depended on
factors such as the ti me of th e
freezeup in th e faU and breakup
in the spring, and the ti ming of
the seal hunt.

However, the Moravian
m iss iona r ies were able to r epo rt
progress, despite the handicap s
they encountered. A re port
wrttten in 1835 contains th e
following assessment of
education at the time.

.. .. .the schools have been
re gul arly held and diligently
fr eq uented , and many of th e
child ren have shown by th eir
diligence that they value th e
instruction ...at Hopedale , a ll
children from the age of fiv e
upwa rd s a re accustomed to
attend schooL.most of our
scholars of the age of 10 or 12
years can read.. ...

For many years , the history of
education in Northern Labrador
was the sto ry of the Moravian

mission schools . Apart from th e
occasional ecclesiastical vis it ,
and the lat er establishment of
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The Queen 's B ir thday be ing remembered at Hebron with a parade
around the school. ( phot os compliments of Rev. H eu escn )

Catholic miss ion stations for th e
Indians and Prot estanl sta tio ns
for t he while set tle rs . t he
Mora vian s ha d th e field to

The Teachers Then

th emselves on the coas t. Th is
strong Mor avian contro l was to
remain i.n place until 194.9, wh en
th e coming of confederation,

and a provincial gov ernment,
brought changes to the
education of the Inuit.

Thank -you for showing
me how to live

" She was ve ry st ric t ,"
rem e mbers a former pupil. "but
sh e was a superb teacher who
kept a breast of the latest
te achi.ng methods." " Som e
studen ts went to another sc hoo l
rather than have he r," recall s
an othe r forme r st udent, "Bul
sh e loved her students as tho ug h
th e y were her own ch ildren ."
" She was an authority figure
wh o put up with no nonse nse ,"
r eca lls a third, "but she always
foll owed the careers of he r
st udents."

R ef e r r ed to jokingly as the
" d ragon lady", Edith Man uel
devoted over 50 years to the
class r oo m and is perhaps one of
the m ost influential teac he rs

Newfoundland has e ve r had . She
fi r st taught in c utpcrt sc hools
and th en sp ent 35 ye ars at the
well-known Bish op Spen cer
College in St. J ohn ' s ,
Throughout tho se years s he
instilled in her students her high
sta nd a rd s and values. As one of
Ne wfoundla nd' s first well­
qu alified te achers, she h ad a
co m pl e te un derstanding of the
learning proc ess a nd impa rt ed
her knowledge thorou ghly and
we ll. And for that s he earned her
stri ct reputation , Sh e ex pe ct ed a
lot from her studen ts bu t s he
e xpected DO more from th em
than she expected from herself ,
Cri ppled fr om bi r th , she has
been iq pa in a ll her life .
How e ver, t his ne ve r stopped her

from doing a nyt hing , be it
turning her hand a t ca rpe ntr y or
cooking up m eal s for her
students .

Born in Twillingate over 70
years ago, Edith Manuel did not
walk until she was four years
old. No one thought she would be
able to walk at all, but the
de te r m ina ti on that was to last a
Hfetime forced her to keep
t rying and she gradually
became stronger . Between four
and eight she spent most of her
time in a little wheelchair . At
eight she began to attend school,
carried there in the arms of he r
father .

However, as much as she
wanted to go to school, it was
hard for he r . '.Three d a ys later,
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she re fuse d. No one forced her
and noth in g was said. Miss
Manu el vividly remembers that
Ch ri s t ma s. " I very mu ch
wanted a doll . On Christmas day
we had our s toc ki ngs all hung
up . When I went down to look at
m y sto ck in g , th ere was noth in g
in it . ex cept a n apple. a n ora nge
and a note (r om Sa nla . It said
that because I wa s a na ugh t y
girl and di dn 't go to sc hoo l. I
couldn 't ha ve a doll . But if I
went to sch ool I woul d get the
doll a fte r Christmas. I don ' t
r emember if I e ver go t th e do ll,
but wh en sc hoo l reopen ed . in
January . 1909 or 1910, I went
back to school and didn 't sto p
uot1l1968."

Her ex cuse for not going to
school was th at her littl e br other
wa s left at hom e. Miss Manuel
knew that wasn 't th e rea l rea son
but th e truth d idn ' t hit her until
sh e was atten din g Columbia
Un iversity m an y ye ar s la te r . It
was the mi sery of sitting on th e
lon g backl ess ben ch es; it hu r t
her too mu ch.

After finish in g sc hoo l in
TwUlingate , Miss Ma nuel t au ght
th ere for three ye ar s a nd th en
attended Bishop Spen cer school
in St . John's for her g ra de 11.
Sh e then went to normal sc hoo l
for on e ter m . Having gone as far
as sh e could go in th e
Newfoundland educa tiona l
syste m, Miss Manuel was ready
to face th e world of te aching Iu tl­
time. It wa s Ja nuary , 1923. and
it wa s a typ ical cold Newfoun·
dland winter .

Her first appointment was in
Arnold 's Cove . Although people
in the community had been
wired as to her arrival time,
when the tra in pull ed in at S
p .m ., there wa s no one to m eet
her. Fortunately, someone had
co me to coll ect the mail and she
hitched a r ide with him .

" The horse wa sn 't mu ch
bigger than a goa t an d the
catamaran a lready had a mail
bag on it, " recalled th e petite
Miss Manuel, " S ut 1sti ll got on .
We didn 't go along th e road ; we
went aCrOSS the froz en ponds. I
was frozen. We ar r ived at the

postmistress ' hous e Ph hours
lat er. Although th ere were a lot
of men th ere , th e postmistress ,
Mr s . But ch er , go t me s it ti ng
down and pulle d of m y gloves ,
coat and gaiters. She t he n put
my feet and hands in col d water .
Gra dually my feeli ng ca me
back a nd she gave me a cup of
te a .

" The peop le I wa s supposed to
live with we re n't in t he cove.
The y had been go ne a ll d ay . I
had to wait a t ih e postmist ress '
hou se until mid night. By th e
time I got th er e a nd got into bed ,
I was fr ozen. The nex t morning
the lad y I wa s sta y ing with
as ked me how I was . I t old her
th e bed was wet. I as ked he r
wh en it was made la st a nd she
sa id in J une, the day afte r the
la st teacher left. Th is was
J an uary ."

Miss Ma nu e) had be en told
that she would be teachin g in a
br and new sc hoo l in Arn old 's
Cove, but the new school wa s
being used as a church . Instead,
sh e had to co nduct school in an
old barrack s that had been
condemned by th e Sal v ation
Army.

"They didn 't have any
busine ss doing thl e, " sh e s tates
now , " but I was shy and didn ' t
wan t to say a nyt hi ng ."

It' s a tr ad ition a mo ng a ll
sc hool children to "tryout " th e
new tea ch er a nd Mis s Man uel
was no exceptio n . The fi rst d ay
at th e Arnold 's Cove sc hool, th e
boys jam med the mou th of th e

stove with wood. They then
proceeded to hit the s tov e with a
poker unt il the coa ls ca me down,
causing s mo ke. This usu ally
resulted in sc hool ha vin g to be
closed for the day while
so meone Iixed the stove. But
Miss Manuel would ha ve no ne of
th a t. School cont inued a nd she
had no mor e trouble with the
boys.

Miss Manuel left Arnold 's
Cove that summer and next year
she wa s posted to Botwood
wh er e sh e st ay ed for five years .
She then taught on Fogo for one
yea r before returning to St.
J ohn ' s to te ach at Bish op
Spe nce r where she was to
re m ain for the next 35 yea rs.
Whil e teach ing at Spe nce r she
attended classes at Memori al in
order to receive her se nior
m atricu la t ion , a necessary
d egr ee for students who were
coll ege bound to the United
Sta tes . Miss Manuel's ambition
was to attend the best teache r's
college in Nor th Am erica and at
th a t time it was Col um bia
University in New York City .

Desp ite her physica l han ­
dic a ps , she set off for Colu m bia
in June , 1933. Two sum me rs and
a n academic yea r la ter sh e
received her bac he lor of sc ience
with a major in geography . Ove r
th e next 20 years Miss 1.1anuel
period ically ret urn ed to
Colu mbia to further he r training
in pri mary education and fina lly
she re ceived a ma st er of a r ts in
educa tion from Columbia.

Du r ing her stay in New York
City , Miss Manuel st ude nt
t au ght at severa l sc hoo ls . Sh e
la ter imp lemented ' in
Ne wfo undla nd so me of her
newly acquired conce pts.
"The re was a big diff eren ce
bet ween children t he re and
he re," .s he recalls . " Also ,
parents used to come in a lot and
th at is where I got the ide a of
letting parents come in a nd
wa tc h children working."

Aft er returning fro m one of
her stints at Columbia, Miss
Manuel added a nothe r
dimen sion to her already full
teaching ca reer. She wr ot e th e
first series of textboo ks for the
Newfoundland sc hoo l system . In
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