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In this issue

Introduction

In this issue of Decks Awash, we tackle the very
complex and controversial issue of education. As
is the case with some of our other issues, a whole
book would not be enough to adequately cover this
topic. However, what we have tried to do is bring
some highlightsto you.We've talked to a number of
teachers, administrators, and school children. We
have looked at smalland large schools and closely
examined the religious influence on our
educational system. We've tried to bring
education “‘alive”, by concentrating on a number
of interesting personalities,

In our front and back section, we bring you more
news from the agricultural scene, and we finally
bring you the three communities on the Bonavista
Peninsula that had to be left out of the last issue
because of space limitations. Whales and giant
squids make big news wherever they are found,
including in Decks Awash.

Normally, Decks Awash alternates its topics by
bringing you an area study, such as the Bonavista
Peninsula, and then writing about a subject topic
such as education, in the next issue. However, we
are making a change in our August issue. Instead
of heading out around the province, we will look at
visual and performing arts and then we will bring
you two area studies in a row. October. will take us
to Labrador South and December will take us to
Bay of Islands. This change was necessary
because of the amount of time we want to spend in
Labrador.
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tre Dame Bax

The herring scramble

Fishermen in the Notre Dame
Bay area are wondering what
the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans is up to. On May 6th,
their herring season was closed
to conserve the stock, then on
May 25th it was declared open
from Noggin Cove to Cape Freels
until June 15th, or until 800 tons
had been landed, whichever
came first. Various reasons
were given for the reopening,
but basically it was to give the
mobile gear fishermen of the
area a chance to make some
money.

‘The root of the problem is that
Gander Bay fishermen using
fixed gear or nets through the
ice, caught almost all the
season’s quota. This was
before the mobile gear fleet on
the Bonavista Straight Shore
and near Twillingate could
break their boats out of the
frozen harbours. These full-time
fishermen, trying to pay off a
boat and expensive gear, feel
unjustly treated.

Harvey Mouland of Musgrave
Harbour is a purse seiner and
one of those affected. He was
also instrumental in getting the
herring season reopened. He
says, ‘‘The fishermen have
figured that the fishery would be
opened until the last of May or
the 15th of June. Before they
got achance to get their nets in

the water, they closed the
season.

“We don't have any fall
fishery, and a late spring

fishery. We were absolutely

dependent on the spring herring
fishery.”

Complaining about the
number of part-time fishermen
now taking fish, Mr. Mouland
goes on to comment, ““The
fishery officers know who is
part-time and who isn’t, but all it
takes to get a license is an ap-
plication and a $5.00 bill,”’

Adds Scott Brown of
Twillingate, who bar-seines, “I
am a full-time fishermen. One of
the reasons why the quota was
taken so quickly was that their
were so many moonlighters,
who fished through the ice
during the winter. I hope next
fall they will have some
regulations. ' As to what he is
going to do about the problem,
he says “I am going to the
Fishery Advisory Board."

Both the closing of the season
and its reopening were not
strictly decisions of Fisheries
and Oceans. They were agreed

upon by the Herring
Management Working Group,
composed of representatives

from Fisheries and Oceans, the
fish processing sector, the
fisheries union, and individual
fishermen. The season was
extended in certain areas as an
emergency measure to provide
the mobile gear fishermen with
some of their expected income.
Like everyone else, they wanted
permission to catch more, but
the fish stocks of the area cannot
stand it.

Marvin Barnes, chief of In-

dustrial Development with
Fisheries and Oceans throws his
hands into the air over the
problem, ‘“‘There’'s just too
many fishermen trying to catch
a small amount of fish, and as
the price of herring goes up, the
situation just gets worse. Now
we're at a point where either the
fixed gear or the mobile fleet
could easily catch all of the
quota. The pie is going to have to
be cut up in very small pieces."”’

Up to now, the Total

Allowable Catch (TAC) has
been divided into a monitored
offshore quota for the mobile
gear fleet and an inshore
allowance that is not monitored.
The catch from ice-fishing and
other fixed gear is included in
the inshore allowance. Because
the allowance is unmonitored,
this year it grew unexpectedly
and swallowed up almost the
whole TAC before Fisheries and
Oceans were aware of it.

If it looks like the Con-
servation and Protection
Branch of Fisheries and Oceans
was caught off guard, it can be
attributed partly to the In-
dustrial Development Branch
doing too good a job. By in-
troducing the Prairie Jigger and
the gas-powered ice auger to
Notre Dame Bay fishermen,
they have helped increase the
ice fishery catch to a point
where it threatens the mobile
herring .fishing. In the process,
these labour-saving devices
seem to have brought a lot of

‘part-time fishermen into' an
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already overcrowded herring
fishery. Certainly an overall
plan is lacking and the Herring
Management Working Group
has their work cut out for them.
There is speculation that next
year a quota will be imposed

upon the inshore catch.
However, it is up to the Herring
Management Working Group to
establish a fair policy by also
considering whether full-time
fishermen should have priority
over part-timers, whether the

Ice fishing: the new

Fishing for herring through
the Notre Dame Bay ice while a
gale blows will never be a pic-
nic, but in recent years the in-
troduction of better setting and
hauling equipment has enticed
hundreds of fishermen out into
the cold. Whereas at one time,
there was only a small amount
of herring caught for pickling or
for dog food in the spring, now
the winter ice fishing brings
extra money to the fishermen
and processors of this region.

What is causing all the ex-

citement is a device called the
Praire Jigger, which tows a rope
underneath the ice. Every time
the line is given a tug by the
fishermen, the iron lever on the
jigger drives a spike against the
ice to push the jigger along. The
horizontal wooden board on the
jigger keeps it afloat. When the
line is slackened, the iron bar
swings forward and down, ready
for the next tug. Each time the
line is tugged, it also tips a small
lever at the back end of the
board which knocks against the
board. This produces a sound
which can be heard by a man
walking on the ice above it.
Once the jigger has travelled the
18 fathoms necessary for the
length of the herring net, a hole
is cut above it to retrieve the
line, which is then used to pull
the net out under the ice.

The old method of setting the
nets involved cutting about 9 or
11 holes in the ice and pushing
the lead rope from one to the
other with a long wooden pole.
According to Bert Hoddinott of
Embree, the Prairie Jigger
allows two men to set 10 or more
nets in a day, whereas the old
system allowed only about four
nets per day.

The Prairie was first used in

Manitoba and in the North West
Territories to set nets and lines
through as much as six feet of

season should be of different
lengths, and so on. Fishermen
are urged to take an active part
in these negotiations themselves
if they are not satisfied with the
existing situation.

method

ice. In 1976, Jack Daley of
Twillingate first brought the

A gas-powered ice auger used by ice fishermen of Western Canada,
where ice is several feet thick. Newfoundlanders can usually cut

their holes with a chainsaw.

A Prairie Jlgger; beached. Note the “kna'cker at the réar of the
board, and midway along, the short spike that pushes the Jigger
forward under the ice when the trailing rope is tugged.
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device to the attention of the
department of fisheries and they
soon designed an improved ice-
fishing system, based on what
was used out west. Some of the
components such as gas-
powered ice auger and a radio
transmitter on the jigger to help
locate it, have been found to be
unnecessarily expensive for
Newfoundland. Here the thinner
ice allows holes to be cut with
chainsaws and the jigger to be
located by the sound of the
knocker. Most of the net hauling
gear from out west has been
adopted. This consists of a
windlass tocrankinthe net,a
processing table to allow fish to
be picked from the net in a
standing position and long
rollers located near the hole and
the table to ease the hauling
procedure.

Eric Way of the industrial
development branch of the
department of fisheries, was
instrumental in bringing the
new ice-fishing gear into

TRADITIONAL ICE-FISHING METHOD*

common use. Mr. Way states
that in 1977, the first year of the
program, forty men caught one
million pounds of herring in the
Ca

when it is normally very slow.””
The fishermen Decks:

Awash talked with were

likewise appreciative of the new

area. The g
year, despite bad weather and a
short season, three and a half
million pounds were landed
from a larger area which in-
cluded Gander Bay. Mary Lou
Peters, who operates the Nor-
theott fish plant in Lewisporte,
is very appreciative of the
improvements in the local ice
fishing. She says.

““We certainly hope that the
ice fishing continues because we
get a top quality fish. The
reintroduction of the ice fishery
on a larger scale is a real boom
to the economy in this area. For
the plant workder, it keeps the
plant open all year and from the
fisherman's point of view, it
gives them a winter program,
and the whole economy -
trucking, local stores,
everything picks up at a time

1 and the extra spring
income, but they had some
reservations. Ambrose Wall of
Campbeliton made the following
comments: ‘‘This year there
must have been three or four
hundred people on the ice,
compared to only a hundred or
s0 in the past. Idon’t know how
long this can go on, the fish
stocks must be taking a
beating.” Bert Hoddinott of
Embree says, “No I can't see
too many more people going into
the ice fishery. Some of us think
there's too many in it now. I'm
putting down a lot more nets
than in years past, but I'm not
getting many more fish.” And,
as indicated in the previous
article, this increase in herring
catches has played havoc with
the herring quota and with the
fishermen from other areas on
the northeast coast.

PRAIRIE JIGGER METHOD:
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Zrouty_

A picture postcard
the wind is right

when

Trouty is one of the most
striking communities on the
shore. Served by a dirt road that
should be paved this summer,
the community lies between two
steep ridges. These high hills
emphasize the unusual layout of
the harbour. It's actually an
extension of the Trouty River, a
narrow slash of water that
bisects the settlement. Stages
line both sides of the river
mouth, making the community
as pretty as a picture postcard.

During the summer, the
prevailing winds create no
problems in the harbour. “‘As
long as we don’t get the nor-
therly winds,”” notes Willie
Johnson, a fisherman turned
boat builder. A new government
wharf was placed in the com-
munity the year before last.
‘““That was an improvement
because the river is shallow and
the old wharf was hard to reach
at low tide,” notes Johnson.
“When they built the new wharf,
they moved it farther out the
harbour, and we can get in and
out on any tide. There's no
community stage, so the four to
six trap crews have to do their
fish on the government wharf
where there’s no shelter. If they
do it on their own stages, they
still have to bring it back to the
wharf for collection. Most of the
fish is sold to Fishery Products
in Catalina.

While the old wharf is no
longer used to unload fish, Mr.
Johnson feels the fishermen can
still find a good use for it. A
simple shed built over it would
be a help to the fishermen who
store boats there in the winter.

“We're talking about the
idea,” he states. ‘“‘After all, the
old wharf isn’t good for anything
else. It would be a shelter for the
boats and a good place to do
repairs. We might get a com-
mittee together to look into the
idea.”

For years, Johnson has fished
from a small boat. Today's he's
temporarily ashore, but he's
still working around boats.

“I've been working with Sam
Vokey in Trinity for a year," he
says. “We're building longliners
and trap skiffs. There seems to

be a lot of people wanting them
this year. We've got a 36-foot
trapboat/longliner, a 38-foot
trapboat/longliner and three
Cape Island boats, which are 37
and 38 feet long. We'’ve got a 31-
foot open boat just about
finished now and 28 footer about
ready to be framed up. The
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largest boat we've built since I
went to work here is a 55-foot
longliner.”

While he’s enjoying his new
career as a boatbuilder, Mr.
Johnson has not lost interest in
the fishery. Realizing that
boatbuilding is an uncertain
business, he says that he's ready
to head back to the fishing
grounds when the current
boatbuilding boom ‘‘knocks
off”’.

Life should be better for
Trouty residents when the road
linking it to Trinity is paved this
summer. A contractor started
the job last fall and was sup-
posed to return this spring. So
far, he hasn’t appeared and Mr.
Johnson revealed that the
people have been in touch with
their MHA about it. “The road is
beginning to get a bit on the
rough side,”” he points out.
“There are a lot of holes and
rocks and thisishard on a car.”

With about 100 residents,
Trouty isn’t one of the larger
communities. But it appears to
be a thriving place and its
beauty should prove a real asset
if area Tourism develops.

Willie Johnson of Trouty.

In our last issue on Bonavista
North, we did not have room for
stories on three communities:
Trouty and Old and New
Bonaventure. We are pleased to

put them in this issue. We also
would like to apologize for some
typographical errors. Our back
cover should have read Trouty,
not Trinity and its Keel not

Keough. In addition, we would
like to apologize to John Connors
who wrote Daddy Mick. His
name was inadvertently leit off
his story.

Old Bonaventure-planning to stay

“I got a new boat last spring,”’
boasts Austin Verge of Old
Bonaventure. ““She’s a trap skiff
longliner, thirty-three feet long,
built by Henry Vokey. I've found
her to be a well-made boat and
there’s four more like her being
built for people around here this
year.”

Verge, 31, is a short, blocky
man who has spent most of his
working life either fishing or
picking up a job with con-
tractors. Last year, he decided
that he needed a bigger boat and
he sunk close to $10,000 of his
own money into the new craft.
“The boat cost over $11,000 and
the only subsidy I got was a
$1,600 provincial bounty. Paying
for a boat like mine would be

hard on a family man but my
wife is teaching and we have no
children.”

His investment proves that
Austin has faith in the future of
the fishery in the Old
Bonaventure area. “It’s getting
better every year,” the ex-
draggerman notes. “It wasn't
too good here last year with the
traps, but we did all right with
the nets.”

Old Bonaventure lies between
Trouty and New Bonaventure,
amid the steep hills that make
the area so attractive. The
community does possess one big
advantage over its two neigh-
bours: its harbour is well
protected, making it a snug

refuge.
In general, the o1d
Bonaventure fishermen are

optimistic about the future, as
an older resident working on his
stage explains. “Things were on
a downgrade for a while, but the
fishery seems to be picking up
again. There’s probably a dozen
fishermen using open boats for
the most part. We fish mainly
cod, and most of it is shipped
fresh.”

While the community does
boast one of the best harbours on
the shore, the other facilities
leave something to be desired.
The wharf seems adequate for
the present fleet of small open
boats but Austin feels that the
coming of bigger craft will lead
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to overcrowding.

““The wharf’s not really wide
enough or long enough,” he
says, and he goes on to point out
that some local fishermen have
reservations about the new fish-
handling system that will be
used for the first time this
season. While they recognize
that it may improve quality,
there's some feeling that the
system may actually slow the

loading process, ially if
most of the fleet should return
from fishing at the same time.

Two other fishing facilities are
missing completely. old
Bonaventure has no community
stage and fishermen must still
maintain their own stages.

““The other thing we haven't
got is a place to haul a boat out,"”
he declares in frustration. *“This
summer there's going to be four
new boats here and we need a
slipway to handle them
properly. The fishermen here
should get together and do

something about that."
It's easy to understand
Austin's feelings when you

remember that he has laid out a
big chunk of money for his new
boat. Hauling boats up over a
beach doesn’t do them any good
and Austin feels the lack of a

New Bonaventure

Austin Verge claims that the fishery in the Old Bonaventure area is “‘getting
better every year.""

slipway will take years off the
life of the new craft.

Relaxing in the modern living
room of his new home, Austin
predicts that he and his wife will
be staying in Old Bonaventure.
“There’s not a lot of people
living here but everyone is
definitely settled.” he notes. He
sees several trends that auger
well for the future: the im-
provement in ithe fishery,

the gradual easing of the
problems of draggers on inshore
grounds and the coming of the
union to the area. “I like the
fishing,"" he says with a smile
that is typical of the area's
friendliness. “I'm comfortable
and I'm going to stay here. If
this boat works out as well as I
think it well, I might look for a
small, longliner sometime.""

All that is needed is
a wharf and a road

“New Bonaventure was
almost gone 20 years ago,”
recalls its long-time resident
Giles Miller. ““But the size has
just about doubled since then.
An elderly lady who lives next to
me says that we now have the
biggest population ever. It's a
good place; quiet, not too much
traffic, and you can be friendly
with all your neighbors.”"

New Bonaventure is one of
three unique communities
nestled on the northern :side of
Trinity Bay. To reach New and
Old Bonaventure and Trouty,
you leave the Cabot highway at
Trinity, then proceed through
Dunfield on a dirt road. After

passing through Trouty, the next

1 is New e,
a place with a somewhat
misleading name. The com-

munity actually traces its roots
back over 170 years. When the
community was first founded,
fishing was the big business and
that remains true today
“We're all fishermen," declares
Giles, who fishes with 24 gill
nets, a cod trap, and three
salmon nets. “There’s twelve
crews fishing from here, all
using open boats.""

While Giles and one other man
concentrate on gill nets, the
remaining 10 crews keep busy
with the trap fishery. So far,

Giles says that fishing has been
““fair" for the gill net boats, but
slow for the trap crews.
However, lobster fishing ‘‘is as
good at it has ever been”....with
the catch fetching $1.50 a pound.
Salmon is bringing a good
price..$1.60 a pound under five
pounds and $2.00 a pound for
larger fish, but the fish have
been scarce so far this year.

‘“We're very satisfied with the
price,”” he notes wryly. “All we
now are the fish. There’s about
50 salmon nets in the water, and
we've only taken about a dozen
salmon so far.”

Giles is fishing fairly close to
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home, putting in the long hours
required of an inshore fisher-
man. Starting about 5a.m., he's
seldom home before nine at
night. Later in the season, he
plans to move further offshore,
fishing about 10 miles from land.

Originally from Kearley’s
Harbour, a little farther down
the coast, Giles moved to New
Bonaventure about 20 years ago.
As is the case with most other
area residents, Giles was in-
volved with the fishery from the
start. Although he was able to
make a living at it, he also spent
time working on the Great
Lakes. “When I was younger, I
wanted to look around a bit,”” he
says, in explaining how he came
to spend 23 years working on the
Lake freighters. Rising from
sailor to second mate, he says,
“I enjoyed the experience but I
found it was no life for a married
man. Your family doesn’t know
vou when growing up if you're
away from home.”

When he came back home to
stay in 1978, Giles again went
fishing. This spring, he took
delivery of a new 31 foot open
boat built by Sam Vokey's
Trinity yard. Fitted with a
hydraulic gurdy, the boat has
lived up to Giles’ expectations.

“I find her good so far,” he
enthuses.
about her. She’s well-built and a
good sea boat. She’ll carry
about 12 to 13 thousand pounds,
although I haven’t had a full
load aboard yet.”

With the fishing picking up,
Giles is looking forward to
having his son Brian tem-
porarily back to fish with him
this summer. The 24-year old
graduate of Memorial
University has just finished his
B.A. and plans to fish with his
father while indulging in his
interest in whales.

While New Bonaventure lacks
a fisherman’s committee, it's
likely that organization, in the
form of the fisherman’s union,
should soon be in place. Bill
Short, business agent with the
union has been in the area
signing up members and Giles
says the union got ‘99 percent’
support.

“I like everything _

Giles Miller

Getting a good safe berth for
his new boat is a concern that
Giles shares with  other
fishermen in the community.
New Bonaventure has a poorly
sheltered harbour, exposed to
the west-southwest and south-
west winds which prevail during
the summer.

“Right now, the problem is
crowding..the lee side of the
wharf is the only shelter here,
and the boats are too ‘nipped in’.

“We need another 44 feet and
some dredging done, to make
things better. We have to wait
our turns to unload, but
everyone works together and
helps each other out. It’s not too
bad during the day, but we have
areal problem when we all moor
our boats for the night.”

A contract worth close to
$130,000, counting engineering
and administration costs, was
awarded to Power |Construction

of St. John’s on June 1. A
spolesman for Small Craft
Harbours told Decks Awash

that work on the New
Bonaventure wharf should start
sometime in June. The tenders
calls for a wharf extensions
measuring 13.4 meters in length
by 7.3 meters in width, as well as
““some dredging”. With work
expected to take about three
months, the completion date
should come in September of
this year.

Once the harbour is sorted out,
the road into New Bonaventure
will likely become a priority for
the community. Now under
construction, the road should be
paved by next year, but that’s
not much consolation right now.
The main bridge in Trouty is
torn down and traffic has to use
a small bridge. The extremely
steep hill out of Trouty also is in
‘““very rough' shape at the
moment. However, by next year
the new facilties should all be in
place and Trouty will be able to
boast of a fine road and a good
wharf.
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Special Section

Introduction to the special section
Education can be interpreted in a number of ways. There is education
of the young, the old and the handicapped. There is continuing education
for adults; there are vocational schools for the learning of specialized
skills. There is the university, the fisheries college, the school for the
deaf, the cerebral palsy school and the list goes on.

In this issue we look at only one aspect of education . . . the school
system and in doing that we narrow it down even further. Rather than
look at specific programs and schools, we have tried to get a “feel” for
the school system. To do this we talked and talked and listened and
listened to teachers and students from around the province. We haven’t
unearthed anything deeply profound or mindboggling, but we have
caught the “mood” of education, if there is such a thing, and we have
found out how that mood has changed over the years.

The Editor J
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The History

From the Reverend Henry

Jones to Mrs. Anna Pippy

The Reverend Henry Jones, a
Church of England priest in
Bonavista, started a school “‘for
the instruction of poor children’
in that community in 1722. This
eventually led to the establish-
ment of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel.
Founded to teach children to
read and write so they could
study the Bible and other
religious literature and learn
catechism, the Society often
used the local clergyman as a
teacher. It also used lay readers
to teach during the week, and
conduct church services on
Sunday.

By 1834, thirteen schools had
been established around the

province. The two largest were
in St. John’s and Bonavista an d

75 years ago.

had over 100 students each.

However, the Society wasn’t
the only agency active in those
years. Records show that great
effort in the field of education
had led to the founding of some
20 schools in the colony by 1776.
This expansion was hindered
somewhat by the problem of
finding teachers who were
willing to come to Newfoundland
to teach.

By 1776, the Methodists had
become involved in education.
The Reverend Lawrence
Coughlan, a Methodist minister,
founded a school at Harbour
Grace, then one of the largest
settlements on the island. Four
years later, a John Hawkins
started a private school in Old
Perlican, Trinity Bay,

marking

the first effort at a private
school in Newfoundland.

By the start of the 1800s, other
organizations were beginning to
show an interest in educating
Newfoundland residents. The
Society for Improving the
Conditions of the Poor in St.
John's established two charity
schools in 1803. Based on the
English Sunday School model,
these institutions taught the
basics, as well as sewing,
knitting and spinning. Even at
this early stage,
denominationalism was a
factor. One school served
children of the Protestant faiths,
while the other looked after the
Catholic interests.

The Benevolent Irish Society

Co

of The Ne d Book Publi
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(B.I.S.), foundedin 1806, was
intended to devote its efforts to
improving the lot of the Irish,
whether Protestant or Roman
Catholic. In 1823, Patrick
Morris, one of the early ad-
vocates of responsible govern-
ment led the B.I.S.to become
involved in education, with
the Orphan Asylum school being
the result. In theory the school
was non-denominational but in
practice it catered to the
Catholic population. Just five
years after if first opened it had
an enrolment of 600 children.
While Patrick Morris was
busy with the B.I.S., a Anglican
British merchant and St. John's
resident was fulfilling a vow he
had made after surviving a
shipwreck. Promising to help
the poor, Samuel Codner had
sought and had received the
support of local leaders, as well
as financial backing from
merchants in England and
Ireland. He then founded the
Newfoundland School Society in
1823. Starting in St. John’s, the
Society absorbed the Charity
schools.  Teachers in the
Society’s schools had to be
members of the Anglican faith,

children of the
In 1847 the

for

school
wealthier classes.
Order of St. Francis became the

first male order to involve
themselves in Newfoundland’s
education. They took over the
charity schools for boys. In 1876
they were succeeded by the Irish
Christian Brothers, an order
still active in'education today.
It was not until the early 1800s

that the government became

involved in education. A bill
passed in 1836 supporting the
work being done by the Societies
marked the beginning of this
involvement. Called ““An Act for
the Encouragement of

another clear i of the
existing, though informal,
denominational influence on

education. From 1823 to 1923 the
Newfoundland School Society
continued to promote education
for the underprivileged.

During the early 1800s Bishop
Flemming, a Roman Catholic,
laid the foundation for the
existing Catholic educational
system with the introduction of
religious orders to the schools.
The Presentation Order of Nuns
first established a convent in St.
John’s in 1833, providing
education for girls of the poorer
classes, as the B.1.S. school did
for boys. Later, the Presentation
Nuns served in other locations
around the Conception Bay
area: Harbour Grace, Car-
bonear and Harbour Main all
had convents.

Another order of nuns, the
Sisters of Mercy, came to
Newfoundland in 1842,

establishing a fee-charging

d ion””, the bill allocated
some 600 pounds to the Sccieties
and a further 1500 pounds among
nine district boards, each board
serving the needs of Catholic
and Protestants within its
district.

It's interesting to note that a
strictly non-sectarian school
system for Newfoundland was
contemplated at this time, and
that some controversy arose
over the use of the Bibleas a
textbook in the schools.

Seven years later, education
showed the potential it had for
costing the government money.
The Education Act of 1843 in-
creased the grant from 1500
pounds to 5100 pounds, a
whopping 3309 increase in less
than a decade. The Education
Act also set up two separate
boards to look after the Catholic
and Protestant systems in each
district. A position of inspector
was created, with the office
annually being rotated on a

denominational basis.
Government’s next major
pronouncement came in 1874,
when the Education Act finally
opted for a complete
denominational educational
system. The Act also provided
equal grants to the Catholic and
Protestant factions, with the
Protestant group further sub-
dividing their grant among their
several denominations on a
population basis. By this time,
the distinctive Newfoundland

system of education had
emerged.
While the denomination

system is often viewed in terms
of Catholic and Protestant
schools, several other religious
groups have long been active in
the field of education. The
Education Act of 1892, for
example, first recognized the
presence of the Salvation Army,
which had come to the colony
seven years previously.

The first Salvation Army
involvement in school came in
Shoal Harbour, Bonne Bay,
where Army convert, John
Caines, was asked by residents
to write to the government
requesting a teacher for the
settlement. Two female
teachers were sent to open a
school, but only after it was seen
that such a move would not
conflict with any other
denominations. Until 1898, the
children of Salvationists at-
tended Protestant schools. In
that year, the first Salvation
Army school. 'superintendent
was appointed, and a school was
established in St. John’s. By
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1901, the Salvation Army
Superintendent’s report covered
three schools, two in St. John's
and one in Seal Cove, Fortune
Bay, with a total enrolment of
363 students. Several other
centres had attempted to
establish schools without any
notable success.

The number of Salvation
Army schools grew quickly,
with the denomination boasting
some 58 schools around the
province by 1910. The coming of
the Commission of Government
in 1933 meant a temporary
setback in education for the
Salvation Army. The Gov-
erment decided initially that
only the Roman Catholic,
Church of England, and the
United Church should be in-
volved in education. Later the
Government changed this
policy, and the Salvation Army
by 1949 had 70 schools, 145
teachers and 4,643 students. The
Army was in the education
business until 1969 when the
integrated school boards were
established.

About the time the Salvation
Army schools started, another
religious group, the Seventh-Day
Adventists, were also becoming
involved in education. The first
school was opened in the living
room of Mrs. Anna Pippy's
home at 92 Freshwater Road, St.
John’s, with the first teacher, a

Educational history
depression, political
and government

By the early 1900s, education
in Newfoundland started to show
the organizational layout we
know today. The school system
had developed along
denominational lines and the
government had started the
current practice of assisting in
the financing of education.

In 1930 an Education Act was
passed that gave the

The outport school
= 2

of The

d Book Publishing Ce v

Mrs. Lizzy Milley, accepting the
position at a salary of $16.00 a
year. Since that time, the
Seventh-Day Adventists system
has grown to include schools in
Corner Brook, Botwood, Leth-
bridge and Bay Roberts. These
schools are not restricted to
Seventh-Day Adventist children-
all denominations are welcome.
The Pentecostal church has
been active in the province since
1931, when the first “‘community
school” was opened in Point au
Mal. Within a short time, the
F al A i
established schools at Black
Island, Samson’s Island, Em-
bree and Windsor. While the
Pentecostal system continued to
add roughly two schools a year
to that total, it was not until 1954
that the P 1 role in

and the Assemblies claim that
this tradition of supporting
Pentecostal schools with church
funds continues to this day.

Full status as a denomination
for school purposes came for the
province’s Pentecostals in 1954,
when an Act of the Legislature
was passed giving them the
right to organize a school board.
Since that time, the Pentecostal
system has grown to include
some 6,400 students, and 336
teachers, and operates 51
schools throughout the province.

Even today, the essentials of
the system have changed little.
We still have a denominational
system, with a strongly united
Catholic voice and a more
dispersed Protestant
representation. The

i still obtain the

education received official
government sanction. Previous
to this, the denomination built
schools without financial
assistance from government,

Denominational Board of
Education the right to unite its

bulk of their funding from the
government, which draws on its
tax revenue to finance
Newfoundland’s unique
educational system.

survives
scandals
acts

financially to the costs of the
school.
The E Act of 1930

efforts and provide
schools in sparsely populated
areas. However, the Catholics
tried to maintain their own
school.  Control of common
schools was assumed by the
district board of education of the

gave government its first for-
mally structured department of
education, a reflection of the
growing involvement of
government in the field. Wary
of offending the strong political

major ion in the behind
community. That board also denominationalism, the move
was obliged to contribute allowed the government and' the
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superintendents of education to
achieve some degree of unity of
administration without implying
too heavily on the traditional
roles of the churches. The newly
created position of Deputy
Minister put in place a liaison
officer between the

inational

superi
and the Minister of Education.
Another feature of the Act of
1920 was the establishment of a
Teachers Training School in St.
John’s. Known as ‘normal’
school, this institution has since
developed into the Memorial
University we know today.
In 1927, a new Education Act

was passed, and it again
reorganized the structure
considerably. A Bureau of

Education was created with
Newfoundland’s Prime
Minister serving as its
president. The Deputy Minister

became the Secretary of
Education. .In addition, there
were three denominational

superintendents, three assistant
superintendents, an educational
secretary for the Salvation
Army and three other members
nominated by each of the large
denominations. The act thus
assured considerable
denominational input into
government decisions affecting
education. It effectively
removed education from
political control.

While both the number of
schools and the complexity of
the educational system were
growing, the quality of schools
left a great deal to be desired.
Denominational, geographical
and financial restraints all
played a part. The
denominational structure
sometimes meant that two
schools, Catholic and non-
Catholic, had to be provided
where one might have served.
Geographically, the 1,300
settlements scattered around
the island’s coast made for
difficulties in transportation as
well as increasing the number of
schools which had to be built and
maintained. Furthermore, the
Depression had the same

Severe financial restraints
were first imposed in the years
1930-31, when the education
budget dropped from $1,025, 157
to $761,355. In 1932-33, this figure
was further reduced by $250,000
and the effects showed clearly
the following year. The number
of schools dropped by 81 and 163
teacher positions disappeared.

This resulted in 5,000 less
students registering in the
country’s schools.

Political scandals and the

financial conditions of the time
led to a Commission of Govern-
ment being imposed on
Newfoundland in 1933. Until the
late |1940s, the Commission
administered the island’s af-
fairs, exercising full control
over virtually every facet of the
colony’s life.

Education was no exception to
this rule. The Commission left
the denominational system
intact, fearing the political
storm they might face if they
tampered with it.

e
and Compulsory Education Act
finally assured Newfoundland
children that they would attend
school, free of charge, from the
ages of 7 to 14. This policy
inevitably led to an increase in
the school population, resulfing
in overcrowded conditions in
most schools.
Eventually, trend
itated the ation
of various approaches to the
expansion of the secondary
school system. In 1946, the
Commission appointed Dr. G.A.

this

Frecker, the Secretary of
Education, to survey one
possible approach. After

visiting high schools in Canada,
the United States, Britain and
Scandinavia, he concluded that
a regional high school system
might help diversify the school
program and provide students
with a better education. He also
noted that the regional high
concept could be introduced
here without major damage to
the denominational system.

Thr the fifties and

In 1936, a New d
curriculum was introduced to
the schools and the Division of
Adult Education was also
established. A teacher training
department was developed at
Memorial University College to
upgrade the qualifications of
teachers.

In 1942, the Commission
passed a bill that was to have far

h i ications for the

devastating effect on
as it did on other public services.

r
future of education. The Free

sixties regional high schools
grew bigger than the original
-250-300 student units envisioned
by Dr. Frecker. By 1961-62,
there were 52 regional high
schools in the province. A
decade later, the number had
tripled to 165. Today, the only
reminders of the early days of
education is the denominational
school system which still
remains very much in effect.
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The private college
the outport school

versus

Since the earliest days, the realized the churches had a
religi d ination: of iti role to play. By 1874,
New d have government had opted firmly
h 1 in the i of fora letel inational

educating our children. The
province today still places a
great deal of the responsibility
for schools in the hands of the
various religions.

Early Newfoundland set-

school system; the Education
Act of that year provided equal
grants for Roman Catholic and
Protestant educational pur-
poses.

While the province's schools

tlement patterns made some were being divided along
kind of i i in religi lines, another, more
education inevitable. Set- subtle division began taking
tlements tended to group people place. Education began to be
of one faith together, and the split along class lines. Groups

local clergy “was often the only
group available to look after the
educational needs of the com-
munities” children. The
dispersal of population in many
small, widely separated out-
ports ensured that several
schools would be needed in a
given area and it’s logical that
each religious group should look
after the education in its area.

A quick review of the history
of education shows that most of
the groups and individuals who
started schools had a religious
connection. Three of the main
groups involved in starting early
schools were the Society for
Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts (Church of

), the

School Society (Church of
England) and the Benevolent
Irish Society (Roman Catholic).
Strong, high profile per-
sonalities, such as the Roman
Catholic Bishop Fleming and the
Methodist Reverend Lawrence
Coughlan also took an active
hand in the early development of
Newfoundland's education
system.

By the mid-1800s, govern-
ment had started to recognize
the unique involvement between
churches and schools. The
Education Act of 1843 created
separate Roman Catholic and
Protestant school boards for
each school district, a clear
indication that government

such as the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel and
the Benevolent Irish Society
were struggling to improve the
educational opportunities of the
‘lower’ class, but the wealthier
class took care of their own
children’s education. Private
schools and tutors appeared on
the local scene, and many of the
upper class children went to
schools outside the colony. By
1800, the number of middle and
upper class families in St.
John’s had grown to the point
where 75 families put up 300
pounds each to found a gram-
mar school under the clergyman
Lewis Anspach. Although it
lasted just three years, it
marked the start of the private
school in the province.

In 1843, government tried to

create two denominational
““colleges” in St. John's, but the
attempt failed. The following
year, public opinion favored the
establishment of a non-
denominational college in the
colony’s capital city, but
religious leaders saw things
differently. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, three
separate ‘““colleges’’, each with a

religious affiliation, were in
operation. They were: St.
Bonaventure’s College for

Roman Catholic boys (Mercy
Convent for girls); Bishop Field
College for Church of England
boys (Bishop Spencer College
for girls); and the Methodist
College (later Prince of Wales
Collegiate) for Methodist boys
and girls, These institutions
filled a dual role because they
served the upper and middle
classes of St. John's and they
also provided boarding facilities
for the children of the outport
elite. However, these schools
did take children who could not
afford to pay the school fees and
no child (except for reasons of
lack of space) was normally
refused. At first, these schools
could receive no government
financial assistance, but a

system was devised under the
auspices of such people as Dr.
Blackall and Dr. Burke, whereby
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they were classified as
“colleges’” (which, in fact, they
were not) so that they would
become eligible for public funds.

The difference between the
tuition paying private colleges
and the outport schools ~ was
vast. Roughly comparable in
style and content to the minor
English public schools, the big
three promoted an elitist view of

dland society.

were groomed for leadership
roles and their fine buildings,
better qualified teachers,
laboratories, gymnasiums and
playing fields offered a sharp
contrast to the tiny one-room
outport schools. There a single
underqualified teacher
struggled with all grades, and
only 1 in every 700 students
matriculated from Grade 11.

This inequality of educational
opportunity based on class and
the ability to pay the fees the
private  schools demanded
restricted the social mobility of
generations of rural
Newfoundland chiildren. With
few facilities and under-
qualified teachers, many out-
port students found themselves
with no alternative to fishing for
a livelihood.

The vast improvements in
rural schools in the last twenty
yearshave, in a large part,

Religion is a way of life in Newfoundland schools.

system, unless they actually
change the Terms of Union.

Government is acutely aware
of the churches’ position in

e ion. In numerous govern-
most recom-

op-
portunities. While the old social ¢ reports.
system is ing, the :

denominational system is still
alive and well.

Today, the real base for the
churches’ power in education
lies in the 1949 Terms of Union
with Canada. At the time of
Confederation, a clause was
inserted which protected the
role of the churches in
education. Although the
provincial government assumed
control of matters relating to
education, a part of that clause
specifically states that the
province will not have any
legislative authority con-
cerning, ‘“‘any right or privilege
with respect to denominational
schools”".

Simply put, government cannot
abolish  the

are made only on
the basis that they can be im-
plemented without damaging
the denominational structure.
In fact, government officials
taking part in an Inuit
educational conference held in
the fall of 1977 rejected a
suggestion that the Inuit form
their own school board to look
after their own educational
system. The government
rejects that suggestion on the
grounds that such a move would
encroach on the churches’ rights
in education.

How does the public feel about
denominationalism? In a
September 1978 report on public
attitudes towards education, Dr.
Phillip Warren reports the

g “Fifteen

percent of the Newfoundland
people strongly agreed with the
system, while, at the other
extreme, 12 percent strongly
disagreed...when those who
strongly agreed were combined
with those who agreed, a total of
43 percent may be said to be
supportive of the system. Some
29 percent either strongly
disagreed or disagreed with the
system. A surprising 25 percent
sai d they were undecided.”

For the present, the unique
position of the churches in
Newfoundland education seems
unlikely to change drastically.
With religious beliefs still im-
portant to a large segment of the
population, the churches have
both the grassroot support and
the legislative right, for their
role. While some people may
disagree with that structure, it
seems unlikely that Newfoun-
dlanders will be sending their
children to non-denominational
public schools for some time to
come.
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Integration and consolidation

Upgrading

Newfoundland’s schools

“Years ago, when I was
chairman of a school board, our
duties were simply to make sure
that we had a good roof on the
school, a box of chalk and a
teacher. We knew what text-
books the teache: would be
using, but that was about all,”
says Reverend A.B. LeGrow,
now the Executive Officer of the

others had been carried out. In
addition, the hundreds of school
boards that had existed were
reduced to 35in a process known
as Consolidation.  These 35
school boards are made up of 12
Roman Catholic, 21 Integrated,
1 Pentecostal and 1 Seventh-Day
Adventist. Finally, Newfoun-
dland’s Department of
Education became a secular
body, with the denominational
supennlendenls placed below a

Integrated Education Com-
mittee. With such little
supervision, schools were ei!her
good or di on

the individual lenchers ability.

Administration of schools
was divided among seven
religi d inations:
Roman Catholic, Anglican,
United, Presbyterian, Salvation
Army, Pentecostal and Seventh-
Day Adventist. This situation
was especially impractical in
small towns where there were
three or four one-room schools,
each under a different ad-
ministration, each with an
unstable student population.

By the 1930s, the process of
Amalgamation was begun in
various parts of the province.
The United and Presbyterian
School Boards were first to
combine their resources. Later
the Anglican and Salvation
Army denominations were
brought in. The remaining three

denominations - Roman
Catholie, Pentecostal and
Seventh Day Adventist were

not involved, and continue to
maintain their separate status
today.
Amal, ion of R
Catholic schools continued to
exist in scattered areas of the
province, until the Warren
Commission made a complete
study of education in 1964. One
of its primary recommendations
was 10 complete a process that
has been labelled Integration.
By 1969, this recommendation

Education
Commlttee (DEC).

The prime reason for con-
solidation and integration was to
provide a better quality
education. Because it now had a
smaller number of school
boards and teaching posts to fill,
the system could be more
selective with its teachers. With
less administrative work to do,
the school boards could con-

centrate on improving the
curriculum. Larger better-
equipped schools with more

place, there was really no
choice,” points out Reverend
LeGrow. “The basic framework

of education in the province had
to be improved. Since that time,
some disadvantages have arisen
in certain areas, and we try to
deal with them as they come up.
The centralization of schools
means that kids from out-lying

areas may be bused long
distances from home - a
psychologically devastating

experience for the young ones -
and their parents lose contact
with the school administration.
In the past five years, there has
been strong enough reaction
against centralization to shift
the emphasis back to com-
munity schools in places where
the population is large enough to
maintain high quality education.
Frequently, it is only the high
school students who are bused
out of their home community.
Because conditions vary from
place to place, with many people

teachers could allow each preferring centralization, school
teacher to iali and superi generally meet
therefore be more thorough. with community residents,
For the students, the above present them with the alter-
changes allowed their education natives, the respective ad-
to be standardized across the vantages and disadvantages,
province, giving them a more then leave the community

equal opportunity.

“‘At the time Integration took
= - .

responsible for a decision to
centralize or not.”

Newman Kelland
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The way religion was
taught before Integration is a
clear example of how
education in this province
adapted to local conditions.
“If there were a minister in
town, he would often come
into the school to conduct
Bible readings, scripture
classes or sing hymns with
the children. In many towns,
however, the same person
was both school teacher and
preacher.”” Newman Kelland,
Superintendent of the Avalon
Consolidated School Board
smiles as he thinks about the
past, ‘‘After Integration,
provision was made in the
schools for any of the local
Protestant or Anglican
ministers to come in and take
their own kids aside. If a town
were lucky enough to have
good ministers, the children
got a good religious
education. There was very
little supervision from the
outside.’”

Reverend A.B. LeGrow, of
the Integrated Education
Committee, adds the
following comments:

Religious education in
the Protestant system

““Generally, the old system
was more like confession and
indoctrination  than  real
education. Some clergy did
an excellent job, but most of
them were too busy with their
other duties."

When the shortcomings of

this system were fully
realized, ministers and
educators from the non
Roman Catholic

denominations came together
to standardize a program for
all integrated schools. The
program would be taught by
professional teachers. Since
the program has been im-
plemented, there has been
some criticism that by
liminati inational

differences, it has watered
down religious education.
Critics are afraid that
children will acquire
superficial understanding of
the subject rather than
acquiring religious  con-
victions and good morals.
Reverend LeGrow responds,
“Such criticism is usually
made by people who are only

acquainted with part of our
program. Some people think
that to be religious you have
to be reading the Bible all the
time, and to those people, our
program may seem to be
more social than religious. In
fact, we do study the Bible in
Grades 4, 5, 6 and 11, while in
Grades 7 and 8, we study
other world religions. In
primary grades, and again in
Grade 10, our program deals
with the moral, social, and
scientific issues common to
all religions. Generally, we
try to help kids understand
themselves and their
relationships to others, which
is the essence of all religions.

““Our religious education
program is less than ten
years old, but most of our
school teachers now give it a
high rating, and the kids
seem to enjoy it. We do get
some negative criticism from
the teachers, but it is con-
structive because we con-
tinue to revise the program in
response to the needs of our
changing society.""

Reading, writing and
arithmetic in Inuit

Although Newfoundland and
Labrador are united into one
province, their histories differ
considerably. Nowhere is this
more evident than in the history
of education. While the island’s
system developed as a result of
several charitable groups and
denominational activities, the
northern Labrador system
developed primarily as the
result of a single force...the
Moravian  missionaries  of
Germany. A protestant sect, the
Moravian church was founded in
Saxony (now a part of Northern
Germany) in 1722,

establish a Moravian mission at
Nain. Although this attempt was
unsuccessful, the Moravians did

The Moravians first venture
into Labrador took place in 1752,
when an attempt was made to

Students at the Hebron School in 1945.
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succeed in establishing a
presence on the Labrador coast
a few years later. They received
a grant from the British
government to further their
work in 1771. Much of their
initial success has been at-
tributed to one individual, Jens
Haven, who had learned the
Inuit language in Greenland.
The idea for the Nain mission
was his, and he remained in
charge of the operation for the
first thirty years.

When the Moravians
established the first school in
1791 at Nain, their aim was to
make the Inuit fluent in their
own language. By 1801, the
Moravians reported that many
Inuit had become literate, and
that a book in the Inuit language
was ready for publication. By
1826, the whole New Testament
had been translated into Inuit.

However, the educational
challenge of Labrador did
create some difficulties. The
complexity of the Inuit language
made the task of translating
abstract ideas in a meaningful
way an awkward operation, and
teachers also  encountered
problems with geography and
arithmetic. The migratory
lifestyle of the Inuit wasn’t
suited to a regular school
system either as the nomadic
pattern of hunting kept the
people, and their children, on
the move. School opening and
closing times depended on
factors such as the time of the
freezeup in the fall and breakup
in the spring, and the timing of
the seal hunt.

However, the Moravian
missionaries were able to report
progress, despite the handicaps
they encountered. A report
written in 1835 contains the
following assessment of
education at the time.

“...the schools have been
regularly held and diligently
frequented, and many of the
children have shown by their
diligence that they value the
instruction...at Hopedale, all
children from the age of five
upwards are accustomed to
attend school..most of our
scholars of the age of 10 or 12
years canread...”

For many years, the history of
education in Northern Labrador
was the story of the Moravian

mission schools. Apart from the
occasional ecclesiastical visit,
and the later establishment of

—
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The Queen’s Birthday being remembered at Hebron wllh a parade

of Rev.

around the school. (photos

Catholic mission stations for the
Indians and Protestant stations

for the white settlers, the
Moravians had the field to
The Teachers Then

themselves on the coast. This
strong Moravian control was to
remain in place until 1949, when
the coming of confederation,

and a provincial government,
brought changes to the
education of the Inuit.

Thank-you for showing
me how to live

“She was very strict,”
remembers a former pupil, “but
she was a superb teacher who
kept abreast of the latest
teaching methods.” ‘‘Some
students went to another school
rather than have her,” recalls
another former student, ‘“‘But
she loved her students as though
they were her own children.”
““She was an authority figure
who put up with no nonsense,”
recalls a third, “but she always
followed the careers of her
students.”

Referred to jokingly as the
“dragon lady”, Edith Manuel
devoted over 50 years to the
classroom and is perhaps one of
the most influential teachers

Newfoundland has ever had. She
first taught in outport schools
and then spent 35 years at the
well-known Bishop Spencer
College in St. John's.
Throughout those years she
instilled in her students her high
standards and values. As one of
Newfoundland's first well-
qualified teachers, she had a

from doing anything, be it
turning her hand at carpentry or
cooking up meals for her
students.

Born in Twillingate over 70
years ago, Edith Manuel did not
walk until she was four years
old. No one thought she would be
able to walk at all, but the
determination that was to last a

under of the lifeti forced her to keep
learning process and imparted trying and 'she gradually
her ghly and b stronger. Between four

well. And for c.ha!. she earned her
strict reputation. She expected a
lot from her students but she
expected no more from them
than she expected from herself.
Crippled from birth, she has
been ip pain all her life.
However, this never stopped hér

and eight she spent most of her
time in a little wheelchair. At
eight she began to attend school,
carried there in the arms of her
father.

However, as much as she
wanted to go to school, it was
hard for her. "Three days later,
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she refused. No one forced her
and nothing was said. Miss
Manuel vividly remembers that
Christmas. “I very much
wanted a doll. On Christmas day
we had our stockings all hung
up. When I went down to look at
my stocking, there was nothing
in it, except an apple, an orange
and a note from Santa. It said
that because I was a naughty
girl and didn’t go to school, I
couldn’t have a doll. But if I
went to school I would get the
doll after Christmas. I don’t
remember if I ever got the doll,
but when school reopened, in
January, 1909 or 1910, I went
back to school and didn’t stop
until 1968.”

Her excuse for not going to
school was that her little brother
was left at home. Miss Manuel
knew that wasn't the real reason
but the truth didn’t hit her until
she was attending Columbia
University many years later. It
was the misery of sitting on the
long backless benches; it hurt
her too much.

After finishing school in
Twillingate, Miss Manuel taught
there for three years and then
attended Bishop Spencer school
in St. John's for her grade 11.
She then went to normal school
for one term. Having gone as far
as she could go in the

4 =
system, Miss Manuel was ready
to face the world of teaching full-
time. It was January, 1923, and
it was a typical cold Newfoun-
dland winter.

Her first appointhent was in
Arnold’s Cove. Although people
in the community had been
wired as to her arrival time,
when the train pulled in at 5
p.m., there was no one to meet
her. Fortunately, someone had
come to collect the mail and she
hitched a ride with him.

“The horse wasn’'t much
bigger than a goat and the
catamaran already had a mail
bag on it,” recalled the petite
Miss Manuel, “But I still got on.
We didn’t go along the road; we
went across the frozen ponds. I
was frozen. We arrived at the
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postmistress’ house 1% hours
later. Although there were a lot
of men there, the postmistress,
Mrs. Butcher, got me sitting
down and pulled of my gloves,
coat and gaiters. She then put
my feet and hands in cold water.
Gradually my feeling came
back and she gave me a cup of

tea.

““The people I was supposed to
live with weren’t in the cove.
They had been gone all day. I
had to wait at the postmistress’
house until midnight. By the
time I got there and got into bed,
I was frozen. The next morning
the lady I was staying with
asked me how I was. I told her
the bed was wet. I asked her
when it was made last and she
said in June, the day after the
last teacher left. This was
January.”

miss Manuel had been told
that she would be teaching in a
brand new school in Arnold’s
Cove, but the new school was
being used as a church. Instead,
she had to conduct school in an
old barracks that had been

condemned by the Salvation
Army.
“They didn't have any

business doing this,”” she states
now, ‘“‘but I was shy and didn't
want to say anything.”

It's a tradition among all
school children to “try out’ the
new teacher and Miss Manuel
was no exception. The first day
at the Arnold’s Cove school, the
boys jammed the mouth of the

stove with wood. They then
proceeded to hit the stove with a
poker until the coals came down,
causing smoke. This usually
resulted in school having to be
closed for the day while
someone fixed the stove. But
Miss Manuel would have none of
that. School continued and she
had no more trouble with the
boys.

Miss Manuel left Arnold’s
Cove that summer and next year
she was posted to Botwood
where she stayed for five years.
She then taught on Fogo for one
year before returning to St.
John’s to teach at Bishop
Spencer where she was to
remain for the next 35 years.
While teaching at Spencer she
attended classes at Memorial in
order to receive her senior
matriculation, a necessary
degree for students who were
college bound to the United
States. Miss Manuel's ambition
was to attend the best teacher’s
college in North America and at
that time it was Columbia
University in New York City.

Despite her physical han-
dicaps, she set off for Columbia
in June, 1933, Two summers and
an academic year later she
received her bachelor of science
with a major in geography. Over
the next 20 years Miss Manuel
periodically returned to
Columbia to further her training
in primary education and finally
she received a master of artsin

education from Columbia.
During her stay in New York

City, Miss Manuel student
taught at several schools. She
later implemented in
Newfoundland some of her
newly acquired concepts.
“There was a big difference
between children there and
here,” isherecalls.. ‘Also,
parents used to come in a lot and
that is where I got the idea of
letting parents come in and
watch children working."

After returning from one of
her stints at Columbia, Miss
Manuel added another
dimension to her already full
teaching career. She wrote the
first series of textbooks for the
Newfoundland school system. In





























































































































































































	0001_Cover
	0002_Inside Cover
	0003_Introduction
	0004_Page 2
	0005_Page 3
	0006_Page 4
	0007_Page 5
	0008_Page 6
	0009_Page 7
	0010_Page 8
	0011_Page 9
	0012_Page 10
	0013_Page 11
	0014_Page 12
	0015_Page 13
	0016_Page 14
	0017_Page 15
	0018_Page 16
	0019_Page 17
	0020_Page 18
	0021_Page 19
	0022_Page 20
	0023_Page 21
	0024_Page 22
	0025_Page 23
	0026_Page 24
	0027_Page 25
	0028_Page 26
	0029_Page 27
	0030_Page 28
	0031_Page 29
	0032_Page 30
	0033_Page 31
	0034_Page 32
	0035_Page 33
	0036_Page 34
	0037_Page 35
	0038_Page 36
	0039_Page 37
	0040_Page 38
	0041_Page 39
	0042_Page 40
	0043_Page 41
	0044_Page 42
	0045_Page 43
	0046_Page 44
	0047_Page 45
	0048_Page 46
	0049_Page 47
	0050_Page 48
	0051_Page 49
	0052_Page 50
	0053_Page 51
	0054_Page 52
	0055_Page 53
	0056_Page 54
	0057_Page 55
	0058_Page 56
	0059_Page 57
	0060_Page 58
	0061_Page 59
	0062_Page 60
	0063_Page 61
	0064_Page 62
	0065_Page 63
	0066_Page 64
	0067_Page 65
	0068_Page 66
	0069_Page 67
	0070_Page 68
	0071_Page 69
	0072_Page 70
	0073_Page 71
	0074_Page 72
	0075_Page 73
	0076_Page 74
	0077_Page 75
	0078_Page 76
	0079_Page 77
	0080_Page 78
	0081_Page 79
	0082_Page 80
	0083_Inside Back Cover
	0084_Back Cover

