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In this issue
Introduction

In this issue our Decks Awash ro vin g reporter,
Rick Ha yes , v isited th e s um mer fishing com­
munities or "stations" of so ut he r n Labrador . He
spent three weeks hopping from community to
community by whateve r me an s of tra n­
spo rtation available local speedboat.
fishe r ie s ' patrol bo at and CN coas l a l boa t" . He
stayed w ith Labrador families and found the
innum e r a bl e cups of te a 'and homemade br ead
" j us t like hom e ," He also o bta ine d information
a bo ut a pa rt of the province ve r y few people
kn ow anything a bout. Aft er re ading this iss ue .
we at Decks Awash think you' ll ha ve a new in­
sight in to a very be autiful and ve ry n eglected
p art of Labrador . In this issue there wasn't space
to wri t e about e ve r y com m unity, Throug hout the
year yo u' Uhea r more "Tales of the La brador."

You' ll al so note th at we ha ve c ha ng ed format
in th is is su e . Gone are our front a nd back sec­
tions . In ste ad we let you delv e r-ight into the
sp eci a l section . We then bring you our regular
features a bou t gardening and Anthony Murphy
foll owed by stories of topical importance. We
th ink it m ak es more sense and we hope yo u do
too. In our ne xt issue we vis it Ba y of Islands on
the west coast of Newfoundland.
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Special section
In this issue of Dec ks

Awash we visit the most
n e g lec te d part of the
pr o vince . southern labrador.
Th e area Decks Awash
covered spans some tOO
mil es of coastline and is
inhab it ed by 2,500 people
spread out in 35 summer
fi sh in g communities. It's an
ar ea th at has changed little in
o ve r 200 years of whi te set­
tl em en t.

What makes this par t o f
Labrad or st ill un iqu e is the
se tt lement pattern. In ea rly
sprin g (June) the people
move to coastal island and
land stations to be near the
fi shing grounds. Come late
fall. almost all of the summer
co mmunities are closed down
and people return to more
sheltered and wood-filled
settlements .

In this issue we look at the
pr oblem s and joys of living in
th ese summer communities.
Som eti me in the future. we
will return to this pa rt of
Lab rado r and vis it suc h winter
communities as Por t Hope
Simpson , Cha rlo tte town and
Par ad ise River.

-( Map co urtesy of " A.ll u r i ng Labndor")

Labrador
summer
stations
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History
Life today
is much like life yesterday

be in g a lmost uninhabitable with
s qua lid liv ing conditions for the
fish e rmen .

By t he la t e seventeenth and
ea r ly eighteenth centuries , the
Fre n ch and E nglish were busy
es ta blis hing settlements on the
so ut hern coast. For exa mple . in
1168 Nic ho las Darby built a n
est ablish m en t at Cape ( St.)
Charles where he operated for
a bo ut ten yea rs. At about th e
same time, Captain George
Cartwrig ht, a n English trader ,
h ad se t tle d at Chateau Bay but
his tr ading post was plundered
by t he Ame r ican pri va tee r .
M in erva. Cartwright 's losses
a re said to h a ve bee n around
$14 ,000 , a sizeable loss for those
d ay s. He m oved to Ca pe Ch arles
( Darby had given up and
returned to Engl and ) where. he
lo cated a t nea rb y White. Bear;
B a y . Th e r uins of his establish­
ment were st ill v isi ble as la te as
1905.

l 'An s e a Sa bl on and declared,
"It must be the country God
gave to Cain! ", an expression
that is familiar to many
Newfound la nders an d
L a br ad or ian s today .

Traditionally, the Inuit hunted
and fis he d to make a liv ing and

. th e Montagnais and Naskaupis
we re ba sica ll y trappers . The fur
tr ad e gradua lly grew with the
coming of the French along t he
Strait Sh or e .

Th e p a t te r n of E nglis h set­
tl eme nt on the south coast
developed over a period of many
years. At first, the English and
Newfound la nders came for the
s ummer an d returned hom e in
th e fa ll. As on the island of
Ne wfound land , settlement was
discou r aged . Various com­
p anie s established "rooms"
wh ere t he fis he rmen lived a nd
bu siness was ope ra ted. Some of"
th e se r oom s were well-built but
m ost records desc ribe the m as

It ts impossible to wr it e an
en tire hist ory of ~ou thern
Labrador in a few p ag es, b ut
before talking about th e iss ues
and pe ople of toda y , we would
like our reade rs to hav e at leas t
a sup erficial kn owledg e of th e
history of th e area .

Lon g before the arriv al of th e
white explorers, th e land wa s
inhabited by Inuits wh o were
pushed north e ve ntua lly by th eir
enemies. th e Mont agnais . or
coastal ind ians. Anothe r gro up
of indians , th e Na sk aupis ,
inhabited the high land. Both the
Montagnais and th e Na ska upis
a r e des cended from t he
Algonquin indians . m embers of
the Cree langua ge gr oup.

Th e fir st wh ite man to land on
Labrador's shores is beli eved to
have be en Leif t he Lucky . son of
Eric the Red . Sailing (rom
Greenland , he and his m en
landed a t wh at is probably
Domino in 1,000 A.D . Lei f th e
LU~ky described the count r y a s :

" la nd without g ra ss; snow a nd
ice covered it, and from th e
shore to the mountain it was flat,
covered with stones."

F r om the sixteenth century on
there was a fairly st eady stre am
of explorers . Th e famous Po r-t
tuguese e xplor e r Cor te r ea l
visited in 1500. It is rumoured
th at L abrador was named by th e
Portuguese who called it
"lavrador " ( P or tug ue se fo r
labourer ) because a labourer ,
Joao F ernandes , was the fir st
man to s ig ht land in 1501. It is
la ls o beli ev ed that Sebast ian
Cabot (s on of John Ca bot wh o
was th e first documented
European ex plo re r to land in
Newfoundland in 1491) vi si te d in
th e ea r ly 1500s .

In 1534, anothe r e xplorer, Ear1¥ dBYs Bt a Labraaor WbBung .tBUOD,
Jacques Ca r tie r , an chored a t Courte.y ProvllJcl.I Arcblves of NewloluJdlBnd and ubrBd~r.
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Life hasn't changed much on the 50uthem Labrador coast. Alex Turnbull, 80, salts fish much
the same way his grandfather d'd before him. .



Until 1763. when the Treaty of
Utre ch t was signed in Europe.
th e fishing settlements were
un der the jurisdiction of the
Go vernment of Quebec. After
that da te. authority switched to
N ewfoun dl and . Labrador. as the
one and onl y de pendency of the
colony of New fou ndland 'wa s at

ttbe m er cy of th e N ew foundla nd
Judiciary. Th e fir st stutng of th e
Court of Lab r ador wa s held on
the co ast in 1826 an d th e first
presiding judge was Willi am
Patterson , Esq., R .N. T'he sit­
tings of the Court were hel d o n
an irre gular ba s is a nd pu n­
ishment was severe . The

I residents of Labrad or were
certa inly considered to be less
than first-cl ass ci ti zens as
evidenced by the fa ct th at they
were not a b le to vot e until 1949!

For m a n y years. there was a
serious probl em of jurisdiction
regarding Labra d or. Quebec
and Canada claimed th at in la nd
Labrador has al ways bee n pa rt
of Quebec a nd th a t Newfou n­
dland owned only a one- m ile
strip of land alon g th e ocean.
(Interest w a s . n o dou bt , sparked
by the (act th at explorers h ad
found e vide n ce of mineral
wealth in the area in th e ea r ly
19005.) Finally, th e Judi ci al
Committee of the Privy Co unc il
in England , the hi ghest co urt in
the British Empire . was asked
settle th e d ispute . Accord ing ly .
on March I , 1927, t he Privy
Council brought do wn it s
decision whe rein it stated tha t
Newfoundland o wne d th e coa s t
of Labrador. a nd t ha t coa s t
included all that part of
Labrador throu gh which flo wed
the rivers tha t drain ed in to th e
Atlantic oc ea n . a n a rea of ap­
proximately 112.000 s q ua re
mUes!

Meanwhile , in 1752. t he
Moravians had sent th ei r fir st
missionaries to north e rn
Labrador whi ch led to t he
establishment of eig ht co m ­
munities from Killinek to
Hop edale . Th es e co mm un ities
became th e cent r e of r eli gi ous ,
educational, bu s in e s s a nd socia l
activities for Inuit familie s .

During th e 1800s th e Ro m an
Catholic , Chu r c h of E ng la nd a nd

the Me th od is ts built mi ss ion s in
central and southern Labrador .
Du r in g this time th e steamship
m a il se rv ice and tw o hospit als o f
th e In tern a ti on a l Grenfell
As soc ia ti o n ( IGA)
e stablish e d .

Certain facts stand out in th e
a n na ls of the history of
L abrad or . Cartwright ruled ( a s
d id oth e rs) with a fi rm hand . He
punished re bellio us servants
with a "cat-o '-nine-ta ils" :
Describing th e settlement at
White Be a r Bay, Cartwright
wrote ,

" December, 1774, at night , all
hands were dru nk and fighting ,
a c co r di ng to c usto m ."

Seals , wha les. cod and salmon
were the pri m a r y c atch on the
coast of La brador . In 1905, the
c atc h of cod was 730,000 quin­
t als . wh ich at $4 per quintal ( a
quinta l was about 112 pounds
lo c ally in Labrador ) w a s valued
a t $2,938,448 .

Th e fur trade, known a s the
pelterie trade , carried on
m a inl y by the Mont a g n a is and
the Na sk aupis , and later by
trappers livi ng near Lak e
Melville , was also a profitable
business for th e merchants .
Some 15,000 sa b le ski ns we re
e x p or te d by a c harter co mpa ny
in 1743! An d by th e early 1900s
exports to Grea t Britain ex­
ce e d ed 100,000 sk ins annua lly!

The Nova Scotians and th e
Americ a ns also traded in
Labr ador. One of the exports
w a s b ir d s ' eags. For ex ample. it
was r ec ord ed on June 21. 1883.
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that 40,000 eggs were so ld a t 25f
per dozen .

By th e early lSO()S

N e wfou nd la nd traders were
firmly es ta b lis hed . a s we r-e
Quebec traders . and St . Pierre
liquor was a part of the t r ade .
Unfortunately , some of the
traders h ad question ab le
p r a c ti ce s . " In Where the Fishe rs

Go" written by Reverend P .W.
Br own e, the following a ppears:

" Black Jack m ol a sse s ' im ­
proved ' by the addition of un­
s la ked lime , m ois t s ugar was
incre a s ed by t he 'judicious
mixing' with Cadiz sa nd. "

In the twentieth century the re
h a ve been significant
developments in Labrador, e .g . .
the Goose Air Base in 1941. the
Wabush and Labrador Cit)' iron
ore mines in the late 195Os, the
Churchill F alls hydro
development in the late 1960s
and , as well. J avelin Forest
Products Company , later taken
over by Labrador Liner-beard .

But non e of these develop­
ments h a ve had any real effect
on the peop le of southern
Labrador. T hese people ,
d e s cen ded from Scottish a nd
E nglis h tra d e r s , coopers and t he
lik e , as we ll as from
Newfoun d la nders , have existed
for hundre d s of years in the
sa me tr a d iti on al pattern. There
have bee n no over-night
economic booms. no federal ­
p ro vincia l agreements, no
native Iund ing, no roads . The
people have survived be c ause
t hey have had to .
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An uphill battle
in Battle Harbour

Oil drums Piledhigh above her
gunnels; the motorboat eases
gently into the tickle. and
gingerly turns toward the wharf.
Once alongside, she 's quickly
secured, and the unloading
begins.

The old cargo boom swings
out . A crewman grabs the metal
cla ws suspended from the pulley
ropes and clamps them over
both ends of the 45-gallon dr um
of diesel fuel. with short hard
heaves, the crew on the wharf
brings the heavy cask as hore,
the rope groaning through the
blocks. Others quickly roll the
drum to the end of the wharf.

One drum spurts a thin stream
of fuel through a pin"hoJe. Be~t
Hardy pauses in his work to
mark it as leaky. Again. the
claws go down, and another
drum comes ashore.

The process continues until
three boatloads of f uel are
landed. "That's the way things
have been done here in Battle
Harbour for centuries." com­
ments one older man who has
been observing the operation.

Battle Harbour, located on
Battle Island, is a community
with a long history and an un ­
certain future. His tor ic a l
records show activ ity th e r e in
the late 17oos, with Slades of
Twillingate establishing a
'store' in 1795. Later, those
premises were used by Baine
Johnson and Company of S1.
John's , with Earle Freighti ng
Services of Carbonear, the
present owners, assuming
control in t he mtd- rssus. Ove r
the years the community ha s
undergone considera ble change.
and the trend, in la te years. h a s
been a downward one.

Once a year-round com­
munity, Battle Harbour is now
deserted during the wi nter
months. Joe Hoyles, a vetera n of
better than 40 sum m er s on- t he
Labrador, remembers what
Battle Harbour was like when he

first went to work with Earle
F re ig hting Services.

Hlt/'Was a perfect place," Joe
.recalts. nursi ng a hot rum toddy
in "the kitchen of Earle 's Battle
Harbour staff house on a
Saturday evening. "I imagine
t here were about 30 families
he r e then, and there were
another 9 o r 10 summer families
ove r in Trap Cove. Just over on
back of the point, there were
another 10 or 12 ta rntttes. In
addition to those living ashore,

there were still two or three
schooners coming here. We ha d
close to 30 men employed whe n
we first came here .

Earle 's payroll isn't the on ly
thing that has fallen off in the
last 20 years. The papulation ha s
dwindled to less than a doze n
families in Battle Harbour itself.
Trap Cove no longer has a ny
summer residents. and othe r
communities 'are growing
smaller, a fact ,which sadde ns
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The cult- B.tUe H.rbour.

E arle Frei ghting 's m anager.
Bert Ha rdy .

" Yo u miss th e people ," s ay s
Hardy , who has spent mos t of
his adult lif e i.nvolved with tr ade
in the north as an employee of
the Hudson 's Bay Company and
E arle 's . " The houses ar e falling
down. and things really look ,
gloo my. You sort of wonder if
there 's going to be anything
there next year. When Earle 's
look over the operation. it was
all we could do to keep enough
salt coming in each week.

That was in the boom days of
the Labrador fishery , when fish
was plentiful and cheap. Today.
the fishery itself has changed.
The cod no longer come in
profusion. While the hi gh price
of recent years has helped offset
the low landings. it hasn't totally
taken up th e slack.

A profitable season now
depends . to some degree . on the
high-priced salmon catch. but
that too has slumped badly in
recent years . Some people
estimate that landings this year
reached only 10% of good
seasons in the past, which
doesn't auger well for the future
of stations such as Battle
Harbour. If the much talked of
ban on salmon should occur,
many feel that operations like
Battle Harbour could be phased
out . leaving fishermen with no
source of supplies. Bert Hardy ,
though, doesn't give the im ­
pression of being ready to throw
in the towel just yet . He has
spent the aft ernoon in his office ,
transacting business d ir ectly
with his customers.

"I wa s buy ing fish ," he says.
when asked what went on during
the afternoon. " The re was also a
scattered person wanting to
make a phone call , and som e
wanted to get supplies."

A short walk through Battle
Harbour is instructive. The
heart of the community is the
old wharves and buildings,
nearly 200 years old . They line
one side of the narrow run that
separates the two sides of Battle
Harbour. The other side is
deserted now , a few tumbledown
stages the only sign of earlier
occupation. The hospital is lon g

gone, the victim of a fir e . Th e
Grenfell Ass oci ati on decided to
rebuild it in Ma ry 's Harbour
some 15 miles away. Some of th e
old Battle Har bour homes are
closed , and they are starting to
show th e signs of de terioration.

A fe w buildings have
withstood th e ra vages of tim e .
Sir Wilfred Grenfell 's old house.
now own ed by Ea rle's , is sti ll
standing a nd in fair sha pe . and
Bert's son Bobb y the loca l
historian and tour g uide ... says
they hop e to rep a ir the st r uct ure
soon . Th e old churc h. its doo r
secured by nothin g mor e th an a
piece of rope , is open to all who
want to se e th e insi de , and
glance through the old books ,
some dating back int o th e lat e
1800s .

But the wha rv es a nd the old.
white buildings a ro und the shore
are stiU th e pulse of Battle
Harbour. Man y of the old fis h

s tores. dating to the lat e 1700s,
are still in use . and look
remarkably well-k ept. con ­
sid ering th ei r age . Once ins ide,
th e que s tion of how th es e
buildings hav e su rvived so well
is qui ck ly ans wered . Th ey are
built as solidly as th e sc hoo ne rs
of long ago . Huge , hand-hewn
beams carry th e floors of th e
structure. a nd ea ch cor ne r joint
is braced by a m assi ve kn ee
secured by lar ge iron bolt s .

You re ali ze quickl y th at th ese
sheds wer e built to last, a s in­
deed th ey have. Even today,
Earle 's maintain them in the
traditional manner. using a
mixture of red ochre and oil to
preserve the roofs, and
whitewa sh on the walls . "The
co m pa ny tak es prid e in these
build ings, " Bert Hardy points
out , "and we plan to ke ep on
usin g them as long as we c an."

How Battle Harbour will [are
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in the future rem ains a
debatable poin t. but so me feci
th e settlement missed its last
c hance for future g ro wt h when
th e f ish p la n t wa s established at
Ma r y ' s Ha r bour , rather than at

Battle Harbo ur . T hey argue that
Ba t tle H a rb o ur would have been
th e log ic a l location; th a t the
plan t could h a ve provided jobs
to dr a w the peopl e back there:
th a t th e pl ant will never be a

success in the winter com­
munity of Ma r y ' s Harbo ur ,
which is far from th e fis h i n~

grounds. But no one argues th at
Battle Harbour , one of th e old est
stations on the coast. has had a
glowing past.

Proc essing whale meat .. . a familiar sight many years ago along The southern
Labrado r coast · p ho to courtesy Provincial Ar chive s of N ewfou ndland.

Savoury Sauces
for Fish

Cloppin o Sauce : Chop 3 la rge ripe tomatoes
and 1 large onion. Dice t g ree n pe ppe r . G r a te
1 carrot. Slice 1 st alk celery . Combi ne th e se
vegetables with I ca n ( 8 oz . ) tomato sauce. 2
tablespoons minced pa rsley . 1 teaspoon
oregano. 1 crushed aart tc clove. I cu p fish
stock or chicken bouillon and 1 tables poon
o live oil. Season to taste with sail and pe pper.
S im m e r , covered about I hour , stirring often.
Druing last 5 rmnures . add I ~ cup dry red
wine . ( If s au ce becomes too thick , add a little
more stock durtng cooktna. ) :\takes about 3
cups.

Cucumber. OW aDd Ca per Sauce : Cook 1 cup
di ce d , seeded cucumber in l,02 cup wa ter until
ten de r and clear . Drain, measure cook ing

w a ter ; add eno ug h water to m a ke 1 c up. Me lt
2 t able sp oon s butte r o r margarine; b le nd in 2
t able sp oons flou r. Add the cooking wa te r
mi xtu r e ; stir until smooth and thickened. Ad d
2 teaspoons le m o n juice, 1 teaspoon each
g ra ted lemon peel and grated onion , Ih
teaspoon salt , few grains pepper , 1 tablespoon
each fresh chopped dill and capers , an d th e
cooked cucumbers. He a t to serving te m­
pe r a t u r e . Makes about 2 cups.

Cockllil Sauee : Combine It!J; cup each c hi li
sauce and catsup, 1 teaspoon minced on ion , 2
teaspoons vtnegar , 1 tablespoon lemon juice.
v.. teaspoon salt, few drops Tabasco and 1/.. to
IJ!I teaspoon SUI/:3r. Add 1 small garlic clove;
chill . Remove garlic clove before se rvi ng.
M a ke s about 0/.. cup.

Lemon-Butter Sauee : Combine and mix we ll
v.. cup melted butter or ma rga ri ne , 2
tablespoons lemon juice. 1 teas poo n m inced
onion a nd a dash Tabasco.
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Issues

Labrador salmon failure w

it's the worst I've ever seen

S.lm oa . re brought lDto ceau.l depoU su ch u Saug H .rbour . ad
p.cked ilJ l ee belore belDg shipped to the lsI. ad .

Salmon are a luc r ati ve catch.
no m atter who 's fishing for
them . For m ost commercial
fisherm en . the bl a c k a nd s ilvery
mi gratory fi s h r e pre sen t a
chance to get th e seas on off to a
profitable start. and spor ts me n
pr ize them e q ua lly for th eir
g reat fightin g a b ility. For the
fis hermen of th e southern
Lab r a do r , sa lmon mean s e ven
mor e ; it oft en means a t least
h a lf their se a son 's e arnings .

Most Labrad or ins hore
fishermen fish t wo. or at the
most three . s pecies. Fresh
salmon a nd s alt cod ma ke up the
bulk of th eir earni ngs, wit h
herring account in g for the re st.
There's no s q u id or lo bs ter
fis hery , and lumpfi sh a n d
m a c ke r e l can 't be sol d. as th ere
are virtually no plants in the
area equipped to handle th e se
s pecies.

This year's s a lm on fi shery h a s
left a lot of pe opl e wor r ie d on th e
coast. After ye ar s of dwindling
catches , m ost fishermen
r e po rted a 50% to 75% drop in
landings from la st year . Prices
as high as $2.40 a pou nd fo r Iare e
salmon may soft en tha t blow
so mewhat, but m an y fish erm e n
say they fa ce a hard win te r
be c a use of the failure .

" We look to salmon to pay the
season's e xpe nses," on e
fish e r m a n explains . " T ha t w a y ,
a ny t h ing you make on cod is
profi t.. .m one y for the winter .
Wit h sa lmon a s sc a r ce as it ha s
be e n this ye ar, a lot of us a n'
de pe nding on th e cod to m ak e a
go of it. "

Most salmon a re ca ug h t by
speedboat fishermen , a ltho ugh a
few still us e tra pboats . Va ri o us
companies su ch as Earle
F reighting Servi c es, Red Ba y
St o re s , Fi sher y P rod uc ts a nd
Nickerson's buy fr e sh fr om th e
f is hermen usin g co lle c to r boat s
to gather sa lmon from the
s um mer stations. Prices ru neo
fr om $1.65 for small to $2.40 for

large , gutted, head-on . At th e
c olle c to r bases , the fish are
p acked in ice a nd then shipped
by boat for distribution to
m arkets .

This ye a r's poor sa lmon
fishery affects the buyers as
well as the fishermen . Salmon is
a high value sp ecies , and offers
co m pa n ie s a solid base for their
Labrador o pera tio ns. P eopl e
involved in th e industry on the
coa st teet so me concern that a
prol on ged s a lm on slump m ay
r ender co m pa ny ope rations
un pro fi ta ble, an d le a d to th e
c los ing of some br anches .

Different fish ermen hold
different v ie ws o n what hap ­
pened to the s a lmon. Some say
th at slubby water was a factor,
coa t ing nets to the point where
th ey looked~like blankets ; oth ers
believe th at the sa lm o n moved
down th e coas t where the icc
w asn't pa ck ed so c lose to the
lan d . Man y s im ply feel th at th e
m as ses o f sal mo n hav e been
ca ug h t, a nd blame the decline in
th e stock for th e poor fish ery.

George Poole, a resident 01
Fox Harbour, has a unique
theory . Now retired from the
fishery, he claims that the in ­
troduction of nylon sa lmon net s
is partly to bla me for t he pr e sen t

troubles . Large sa lm o n
swimming into th em a re o fte n
blinded , he mainta in s , their
prominent eyes damaged by the
in v isi b le mesh. Once blind, the
fish is unable to move , and dies
in short order,

Given th e startling drop in
landings this year, many area
fishermen se em to go al on g with
the often dis cussed idea of a ban
on salmon fishin g . Proponents of
the ban s ay they feel it migh t be
helpful, and ruefully add th at a
ban " wo uld n' t m ak e much
difference, th e wa y things are
going" . But th ey insist tha t
government must be wnttng to
so mehow compensate them for
the lost in com e sal mo n
represents . If a ban should be

imposed . Ot he rs adv is e
caution, m atntatntng that
periodic ca tc h fa il u r es have
afflicted sa lmon in th e past.
They claim th a t fishing s ho uld
continue until clea r e v idence
exists that s toc k deplet ion is
r e all y a problem .

In the final a na lysis. it will be
up to the scientist to decide what
ha s h a ppen ed to the Labrador
sa lm on fishery .
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Labrador salmon failure ­
perhaps a result of a poor year-class

"We predicted that the large
salmon run would be very poor
th is year on the southern
La br ador coast," confirms Dr .
J ohn P ippy , Head of th e
F ishe r ies and Oceans Fresh-
wate r and Anadromous
Fi sher ies Management
Program. "In June , we noticed
th at sa lmon catches around the
isl an d were different from
pre vious years. The run of large
sal mo n. s ix pounds and over ,
wa s very poor. As the Ia ege
salmon ge nera lly strike on the
isl an d before they do tn
Labrador , we suspected tha t the
Labra do r fishe r y would go the
s ame way."

A section of the Research and
Resour ces Directorate of the
fed e r a l fisheries department,
th e Freshwater and
Anadromous Fisheries
Man age ment Program is
responsible for fish that spend at
lea st part of their time in fresh
water . Without a doubt, the most
im porta nt commercial species
und er the ir wing is the Atlantic
salmon.

In st udyi ng the salmon, Dr .
P ipp y and his colleagues face a.
r e al c ha llenge . The sa lmon is a
m igr at ory fish, spending a grea t
de al of its life at sea . Keepi ng
tra ck of what's ha ppening to it is
difficul t. In add ition to the
proble m s posed by its roa ming
hab its , scientists must consider
the effect of three different
fish er ies : the high seas fishery
by foreign nations; our own

commercial fishermen ; and the
ever-increasing number of
sportsmen who seek the salmon
in our rivers . The not so sporting
poachers must also be con ­
sidered, as they, too, have an-­
impact on this species.

"The problem this year seems
to be tied to a particula r year­
class," Dr . Pippy explained.
" We believe that the smolts
(young or juvenile) that went to
the ocean in 1917 experie nced a
very poor m ar ine surviva l r ate ,
for some reason,"

Confirmation for that beli ef
ca me in 1978, when those youn g
salmon were due to return to th e
rivers as small two to five
pounders .

"We had a very poor run of
those fish last year," Dr . Pi ppy
indicates. "This year, we ex -,
pee ted that the run of large fish
would show the same patte rn ,
as the 1977 salmon would be
large after their second year at
sea. And it did indeed turn out to
be a poor year .

"We've examined the com ­
mercial catches, and also the
catch figures for Quebec a nd
New . Br unswick. We've ex­
pe rienced a poor survival a ll
over th e North Atlantic.

" We don\ know enough abo ut
what goes on with salmon in the
sea to be able to name one
particular reason for this . There
could be a number of factors
involved, or one important
factor; perhaps, for exa mple ,

the re migh t ha ve been an
inadequa te food supply at a
c ritica l s tage of development, or
abnormally high or low water
temper atu res. Wha teve r the
pr obl em is , it appears to be tied
to th at 1977 vee r-class. "

With sa lm on landings for the
province , as a whole, do wn close
to 50%, many are look ing hard
at a ban on sa lmo n fishin g .
Whil e not elimi nating th e
possibility enti re ly, Dr . Pippy
feels it unlikely th at a full ban is
needed at th is point in tim e .

"At th e mom ent, I do n't a n­
ti cip at e that we 'll be reco m­
m ending a tot al ban ," the
salmon exper t decl ar es . " We
want to wait until aU the
st ati sti cs are in for thi s year
be fore dete r mining whethe r we
will be recommendi ng any kind
of special restrict ions nex t yea r .
Loo ki ng at the sta tistics on
ca tches a nd the effort put into
catches for th at section of the
La br ador coast, we 've fe lt th a t
th e e ffor t exe r ted on th at fishery
in th e last co-uple of yea rs lias
been a pproxima te ly what it
should be. Cer ta inly no more
effor t should be exer te d, or we'd
be lik el y to see a declin e in th e
s toc k.

" I' d like to em phas ize that the
whol e solution we ' ve co me up
with is so mew hat speculative,"
th e scientist ad mits ," It ' s re a lly
only a n ed ucated guess as to
wh at ' s happ en ing."



Longliner dispute -
"Some Jongliners are pretty good. they give

you a bit of room; others will pass right over
y ou. " Sandy Islands.

"I've lost one net already, and the
l ong lin er s are just stsrting to get here for the
season. If something isn't: done . there's going
to be trouble." Frenchman's Island.

"The longliners have taken o~er here .. . we
can't even jig a fish on our own grounds. If it
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big trouble ahead
keeps up lik e this. we'll have to take up our
nets." Sea / Is land.

"There's going to be a hell of a fight if
there's nothin g done about th e long l i n er s .
the p eople wi tt g et 'na sty" Hawkes Hr.
"If we can't get a three milo limit on the

lon gliners , we migh t as we ll give it up.
They 've tak en over our grounds; next they'JJ
b e taking th e br ead off ou r tables." Coastal
f i sh erm en .

P roble ms are never in short
supply on the southern Labrador
coas t. People complain about
fr e ight and passenger services,
th e vagaries of air travel, a
feelin g of neglect and second­
class citizenship. But the most
pe rsistent , and undoubtedly
serious complaint of Labrador
fisher men is the ever-increasing
number of longliners from the
Strai t s and the island who come
to La br a dor to fish each sum­
mer. Most of the other com­
pl aints dea l with in­
co nveniences, but the long liner
problem , at least in some cases,
thre at en s the southern
Lab r a dori a n 's only livelihood.

Typic al of the inshore crews
who 'v e had longliner problems
are th e Morris men from Seal
Isl and . George Morris, 64, has
ea rned his living fishing from
Se al Is land since he was a boy.
Now he fishes the area with
Alt on an d William, his sons.

Wal ki ng up the path from his
st ag e to his home, George
Morris greets Decks Awash with
th e word s, "It's a real torment
out th ere now." He 's just come
ba ck from fishing, or try ing to.
Norm ally a philosophica l man,
he 's m ad about the 300 longliner
nets he and his crew found en­
croaching on their tiny fishing
ground just outside the harbour
mo uth that morning.

" There's so many nets down
th at you can't even get a jigger
in th e water," he says bitterly.
" There's just five inshore crews
her e , with not 100 gillnets bet­
ween us,"

E ar ly in the season, wi th the
fish ing poor and the water
slubby, the Seal Island fish er­
m en had their grounds to

George Morris . Se.1161IJnd



12-Decks Awash

Alto.a MoriU. Se.lloI.nd.

lII.Ilao.re&bermen Ilk. t.IlJ. crew re.ent 10D.611Den lLfbbJ6too dOH
to UJeJrground.,

arrived . Local fishermen claim
the large, multipurpose boats,
"smothered" their fishing
grounds. effectively preventing
them fishing during the peak of
the season. They predicted that
the longHn ers would clean up
what fish was around. then
move on , lea ving th e local
people to pick up the few scraps
left.

On lop of th at . they expressed
fears that they wouldn 't be able
to fish much longer . " We only
got out two days this week ,"
George points out. " The weather
is starting to get windy , and we
can't fish from our small boats
when it gets rough . The
longliner can fish longer than we
can, and can work in rougher
weather.
. George's son , Alton, is a young
fisherman, but he 's equally
upset about the long liner
situation. " The inshoreman has
no chance to make a living," the
broad-shouldered Alton points
out. Like most other inshore
fishermen Deck. Awa.h spoke
with, he predicts that there'll be
trouble if nothing is done to keep
the longliners from operating on
the inshore fisherman's
grounds.

Two possible solutions are
being discussed on the coast: a
straight limit reserved for in­
shore fishermen, with three
miles being the most often
mentioned figure .. or harbour
rules, when would essentially
bar long liners from operating
within a certain radius of any
harbour that's home port to
summer crews. While most
inshoremen can 't fish farther
offshore than three miles, and
hence would be well protected
by such a limit, others point out
that there's a lot of shoreline
where no inshore crews operate.
They suggest that those vacant
fishing areas be left open to
longliners .

In a few cases, frustration has
reached the point where
longliner gear has been
destroyed and a few fishermen
predict that such happenings
will be more common in the
future if nothing is done about
the long liners .

J us t wh en the fishery started
looking bri ghter fo r the Seal
Island men. the longli.ners

ou t whe re the fish a re s t r iking.themselves . The Iongttn ers ,
however. seem to follow th e fish.
and with the prevalence of CB
radios on th e coa st these d ays.
it 's easy enough for them to find
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Longliner dispute
we go where the fish are

Lloyd BUlb••, aboard the Nortbem Swan, aay.lIe uadenUnd.1Jo",
the llJeoremen teel.

" There's no conflic t at a ll, a t
le ast in words," says Lloyd
H ugh es . the skipper of t he 45­
foot lon gtin er , 'N orthern Sw an,
wh en questioned a bout the
rea cti on of Labrador coast i n­
shore fishermen to the
lon gli ners ' presence in th eir
waters . " But th ey show. the ir
appre ci ation in oth er ways. 1
lost four nets la st week. I don 't
mind t he m c utt ing th e ne ts off,
but I don't lik e to los e them ."

Longttners ar e a sore point
with local inshoremen , m an y of
whom cla im that th e large
multi-purpos e vessels are vir ­
tually putting t he m ou t of
busine ss . Com pla in ts revol ve
around th e habit some
longliners ha ve of setting th eir
gillnets on inshore gr ounds.

Som e local fish ermen .
. how ever. point out that not all
lon gliners a r e t r ouble m akers .
Many, they sa y , are willing to
give in shore boats room to
operate, but others are accused
of doing e ve ry thing but taking
fish out of th e in shore boats .

Demands for a limit barring
th e lon glin ers fr om inshor e
waters a re g ro wing. Some in­
shore fi shermen a r e talking
among thems elves about
retaliator y action aga inst of­
fending lon g liners . That 's th e
probable a ns wer to the qu estion
of wh ere Llo yd 's four nets wem.

Another lon gliner, the Karen
Yvonne looks nothing short of­
beautiful lyin g at the Fox
·H a r bour wh a r f. A spanking new
Leckies 42, the fibreglass vessel
cost her own er , Harold Yetman,
in excess of $100,000 includ ing
some $25,000 in electronic
e qu. pment.

Lloyd Hu ghes' Northern Sw an
is also a new vessel, a 45-foot
Rube Ca r pe nte r desi gn built in
Glov ertown. With her bright
ora nge , hull st ill gleaming a ft e r
just three weeks of fishing , th e
wooden vesse l looks worth every
penny of th e $150,000 Hughes

p aid for he r . "For us, this boat. is
idea l." says the youthful skipper
w ho makes his home in Green
Isl a nd Cove on the Northern
Peninsula. "It's a financial
ga m ble, but life is a gamble
any wa y ; $150,000 is a lot of
m on e y , and you have to kee p the
bo at wor ki ng to pay for he r ."

Keep in g the boat working is
th e m oti va ti on that drives these
lon gttne r s to Labrador. Both
s kippers state the fishery
finishes in the ir hom e a reas in
ea r ly s um mer, a nd t his forces
them to range fu r ther afield in
se arch of the fis h they need to
pa y off their loan s a nd m ee t
expenses .

" I've fi sh ed in sh or e myself,
a nd I under st an d what it's lik e ,"
Harold Yet m a n says, s itting in
the roo my forecas tle of the
Kar en Y vonne. " I~ a n ins hore
fishe r m an came alullg to me and
co m plai ne d that I was in ­
terfering with th e fis hi ng, I' d
only be too hap py to give him
room . We don 't want to int erfe r e
with the tn shor e m en. and m ost

longliners keep clear. But when
it comes to the point that there
are no fish further off and the
Inshoremen are getting fish, you
have to expect the long liners to
come in."

Both longliner skippers ex ­
pressed conce rn over the
possib le effect any ins hore
protection li mit might have on
the ir operations. Licences
restrict both vessels to ground­
fis h a nd the skippers keep'
reiterating that they m us t ha ve
access to Labrador fish if t hey
are to make a go of t he ir
bu sines ses .

"Any limit would affect me
qui t e a bit," says Lloyd Hugh es ,
h is forehead wrinkled wi th
concern.

Ha r old Yetman sees
lim it as a po tential disaster.

" If it came to that, I' d tu rn
a round a nd sell this boat
to m orrow," he declares. "If we
co uld n' t fis h within t hree mil es ,
it wouldn' t be worth co mi ng t o
Labrador. R ight now, we're .
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fishing ri ght up here in th e bay .
If we couldn 't get up there , we
wouldn 't get a fish, as there 's
none in the deep water. If there 's
go ing to be a harbour limit, I
think that tbe limit should be
imposed o n boats that use
mechanical gear to haul th eir
nets ... draw th e line a t
mechanization as opposed to
len g t h . A 30-foot boat wit h
m e ch a n ic al gear can do just as
much to the ins ho re flee t as m y
boat can."

Wh atev e r the so lu t ion to the
Ins hcre-lo ng t tne r co nflic t, it
loo ks as if someth ing wi ll have
to be do ne bef or e the situation
deteriora tes fu rt her.

eN Marine comes under heavy fire

At matJT "aUOll6, tile CN boat u .un met by .man .peHboau:
there'. DOdock .uJublefor tile co••tal veueu.

" We have a CN dictatorship
up here" growls Sandy Ca m p­
bell, the owner-operator of the
southern coast's onl y hotel.
" Wh a te ve r they do to us , we
have to take it : it 's the only the
only service w e have."

The Charlottetown e n-
tre p r e neu r isn't usu all y a m a n
who's eas ily up s et. Sin ce he
sta rted the 8-room Char- lot ­
te to wn Inn two years ago,
San d y 's be coming adept a t
dealing wit h th e publi c , but he
fin ds CN Marine a d iffe re n t
ke ttl e o f fis h .

In J u ly of last year, he ordere d

some supplies he needed to
finish off the hotel. Whe n the
boa t arrived , he took delivery .
Late r examination showed some
goods to be missing , a nd others
da maged . Sandy claimed $220.00
fro m CN Marine , but had no
lu c k : the claim was di sallowed .
In th e hote l kitchen , he shows
visitors th e co unte rtop he had to
re pai r h im s elf after it was
d am ag ed in s h ip me nt.

That woul d be e noug h to set
m ost people ' s te eth on edge , bu t
it wasn't th e e nd of p r obl em s for
Sandy . With t he win ter co mi ng

on, he ordered in enough
vegeta bles for the season,
carefully sp e c ify ing that t hey be
shi pped on t he Bon a vis tB. a boa t
with a heated c a r go ho ld.

"eN put m y or de r on th e
Mount Blair. " Sand y say s in
disgust. " She isn 't heat ed . so
every th ing froze a nd we h ad to
dump th e lot. to An gered by th e
bungle , he cl aimed $455.95 for
the d ama ges he'd suffered . An
eventual payment of $29.50 was
made for othe r ca rg o damaged.
but th e vegetables rem ain ed a
tot al loss. On lop of th at . the
navigati on sea son closed befor e
he could orde r more veget abl es.
He ended up having to fly in his
wint er supply .

Cases like tha t may be t he
e xcep tion rather than th e r u le .
but ve ry few people Decks
Awalb interv iewed sa id they
we r e totally ha ppy w it h eN
M a r in e' s se rvice on the so uthern
co ast.

Co m plai n ts in vo lved bo th
fa cets of the Cr o wn Cor ­
portation's service, fr e ight
and p a ss en gers . In bo t h ca se s,
people m ain tained th at th e
service had degenerated ove r
the years , es pec ia ll y sin ce th e
ve s sels Pe tite Forte and
Tavern er took over fr o m th e
Nor thern R anger a nd th e Cabot
Strai t. Th e r e sid en ts cla im th at
th e much larger ve ssel, th e
R ang erhad suffic ient pas sen ge r
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CN eoa"al boat. .pcb a. The Taverner are aD e•• enUal part of
~brBdorlUe .

accommodations and freight
storage to handle the run . The
people also maintain that
today's vessels are simply too
small 10 do the job.

The passenger service, in
particular. comes in for heavy
criticism. With a vessel like the
Petite Forte having just as-two­
berth cabins for it s legal limit of
102 passengers, it's obvious that
not everyone can gel a berth.
The spillover passengers may
end up trying to sleep for severa l
nights in the red reclining chairs
that stand in rows in one la rge
room. They offer occupants no
privacy. and little comfort.

In ex treme cases, even those
chairs can look like solid luxury.
When the boat becomes really
crowded. the chairs overflow .
and passengers can end up
sleeping in hallways or on the
floors.

Coasta l res idents seem to
es pec ially resent the fact that
the ber ths are often occupied by
tou rists looking for a cheap
va cation, while the people of the
coast , for whom the heavily
subsidized service is intended,
make do with a chair or nothing.

To compound the problem,
most people feel that com­
plaining about the service is
next to useless. The vessel
ca ptains, who probably take the
brunt of the criticism, say they
do pass the complaints along to
CN Ma r ine in S1. John's, but
loca l opinion holds that little, if

Celebrate one of Canada's
oldest industries - the fishing
industry - by eating fish more
often du ring November - Fish
and Seafood month . Then
co ntinue to celebrate
throu ghout the year.

A bright future is emerging

any, improvement results from
this .

"You might as well save your
breath" one man comments,
when asked if complaints have
been lodged about the over­
crowded conditions . "The crowd
in St . John's just doesn't care
about the Labrador; anything is
good enough for us. " He goes on
to suggest that a few trips by top
management during the peak
times , with the brass sleeping on
decks and in hallways , might go
a long way toward getting a
little action.

Despite the general

Celebrate with Fish
for Canada's fishing industry
after many troubled years
and we can help by eating
mo re fish .

A great many different
species of fish are taken from
our wate rs. yet only a few are
well known to customers.

dissatisfaction with CN Marine
on the coast, residents don't hold
the masters and crews of the
ships responsible for the
problem . "The fellows on the
boats are the best k ind" one
woman comments. "The last
time I came up from
Lewisporte, I couldn't even get a
c hair, so one of the crew let me
and the kids use his cabin. "

"The men on the ship do a
great job. considering what
they have to work with,"
another declares . " If someone
gave them the ships they need
for this run, everything would be
perfect. "

Every species has its in­
dividual qualities . Ex­
perimenting with them opens
up a whole new world of
eating. In November
especially. make a point of
buying a species that is un­
familiar to you along with
your ususal choice.
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eN Marine fires back
"Peop le we re co m p ta tn tn z

a bo ut h avin g to sleep on deck
be c a us e th ey cou ld n' t even get a
c h a ir. Do yo u think that is really
g ood enough in this day a nd
age?"

" I have to say ' No, it 's not
good e no ug h.''' Ted Bartlett
a d m its r e lu ct antly . As eN
M a r ine ' s Public Relations
re presentative, th e tall
red haired Ba r tl ett o n e n rinds
him se lf de fe ndi ng the Crown
Co r po ra t ion's ac t iviti e s . Today ,
he looks a li ttle ner vous, as he
rtetds Decks Aw asb questions
about the so uthe r n Labrador
run .

C N Ma rine , he maintains, is
ca ug ht be tween the devil and the
d e ep bl ue sea in Southern
Labrad or. On one hand. the
coasta l r es id e n ts d epend on CN
M a rine Cor pa ssenger and
tret gh t services. a nd many
a ren' t happy wi th th e quality or
servi ces pro vi ded . On the other
h an d , Transport Ca n a d a, who
a ctuall y co nt ro ls the level of
servi c e provid ed , demands that
C N Marine ope r a te the service
as economic ally as po ssible , in
a n effort to t ry to c ut the he a v y
losses incurred in operating th e
southern run . Trying to fulrill
th e e xpec tations ot both is quite
an order.

" We're caug ht between the
g over nment a nd the peop le, "
Ba r tl e tt ex plains in his St .
J oh n ' s office. We 're only the
ope rators fo r th a t service , and
we do n ' t se t th e s ta n d a rd s. We
h a ve s pec ia l problems in
La b r a dor too . The service pe ak s
for a couple of weeks each yea r.
The boats re ally get crowded
then . You have a service t ha t is
costing a g r ea t deal of ~oney as
it is . If you had the increased
c apacity y ou' d need to hand le
the peak t im e s . you would need
a full type co a st al vessel , which
is m u ch m or e e xpensive to
op erate . With the rates that are
now charged. there'd be no hope
of recovering that extra ex­
pense ."

Bartlett admits th a t the P etite

Fo rt e and the Ta verner an'
ag ing, and will need
re p la ce me nt in the nea r Iutu re .
In fa c t. he says, so me id e a s for
th e re placements a re a lready on
th e d ra wing boa rd, but he
declines to talk about t he details
o f such ne w des tgns. In general.
however, he feels that new
vessels will have to meet th e
n ee d s of the coastal residents
more accurately than their
p r e se n t day counterparts do .

"There are a num ber of
po ssible a lte rnatives" the CN
p u bli c r el a ti o ns m a n says .
" We're loo kin g fo r somethin g
that would be a li ttl e more
flexible in th e pa sse n ge r
s it ua tion, a nd a b le to carr-y
so m e conta in erized cargo. as
we ll a s m otor vehicles [or the
pl ac e s that use them . w e' r e not
t a lk in g about so mething as bi g
as th e S ir R ob ert Bond : just a
ship th at can handle passengers.
a m od e s t amount of con­
taine rized cargo, and a few
vehicles ."

T he r e a r e ot he r pos si b ili ti e s
a s we ll . It is rumor ed that
Tran sport Ca na da is looking at
t he possibility of e li minating
pa s se n ger serv ice o n the boats .
This would m ak e aircraft the
only means of commercial
t ravel on the coast . It seems
li kely that any such move would
encounter he a vy opposition for a
number o f reasons .

F ir stly. boa t t r a ve l is more
de pe nd a ble in th e summer. Folit
can g r ou nd pl an e s , as ca n h ig h
wi n ds . T he n cost mu st be con­
side red; th e 1J0 at ch arges by thc

mile. with short hops costtng
only a few dollars , while t he
planes have a flat r-ate of $15.00
no matter how s hort t he tr ip.
Finally , many would araue th at
the coastal service , de sp it e its
faults . is at le ast safe ; not too
many people put the same faith
in light a ir c ra ft. es pe c ia lly in
areas like Labrador.

While he fee ls some of the
critic ism of th e coastal service
is justified . Bar-tlett dis a grees
sharply with those who maintain
that eN Marine doesn 't care
about the complaints they
receive . He emphasizes tha t the
company is anxious to listen to
reasonable suggestions for
improvements . He suggests th a t
anyone with pro blems or
suggestions for improvements
should write directly to Mr.
Douglas Hudson. the manager of
Coastal Services with CN
Marine , Box 1900, St . John's .

" I don't think people kno w or
believe that we are try ing very
hard to improve ou r service" he
states. " I' d li ke th em to k now
t hat we are labor ing u nder so me
very di fficul t obstacles, both in
te rms of the setup with Tran­
sport Canada, and in terms of
the area itself. We are trying to
get better eq u ip m e nt and any
future improvements will have
to see the passenger service
better gea re d to the people 's
needs . Our objective , give n
time , is to provide a better
service to the people at less co s t
to government, b ut t hat is n ' t
go ing to ha ppen over n ig h t."
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The high cost of isolation

eN Marine­
getting in touch

So you want to catch the coastal boat? The first step is to
.c a ll C'N Marine. and check out reservauons... rig ht?

Wr o ng ! T he first thing you h a ve to do is find th e cleverly
co ncealed phone number . The logica l place to sta r t is und er
Ca nadian National. Page 34 of the St. Jo hn's area phone
book lists close to a column of Canadian Nationa l n um bers,
but no eN Ma rine .

We ll . let's t ry eN Marine. C'N comes after Ca. right? Well.
it does. and it doesn't. If you're loo king Cor CN Hotels In.
stant Reservations Se r v ic e , or C'N Telecom munications. eN
indeed does come after Ca. and you'Il find them on page 40
in t he sr. John's phone book. But eN Marine is missing.

For some reason, best known to eN Ma rine and t he phone
co mpany, CN Marine can be found on page 31 in t he St. 1
J ohn 's book , near the start of the "C" section. CN Marine is
also a bit shy about its name. They list it in a small pr inL to
someone glancing through, it looks li ke a de partme nt of
CKY Q RADIO, the last large type he ad ing before CN
Ma r ine 's modest announcement of their phone num bers.

Oh, by the way, the phone nu m be r is Zenith 01081.

" Sure, fish is a wonderful
price," scoffs one fishermen,
"but so's everything else up
here." Few people would argue
tha t point with him. The
southern La bra dor coast is an
expensive place to live , at least
in the summer months.

In pa r t , the problem is
unavoidable. Every gallon of
fuel that's burned and every
biscuit that's eaten must be
carried to t he area by steamer,
then un loaded.

Transportation costs money,
and the co nsumer finds that he
ha s to pay for it. Many,
however , fee l that tr an­
sportation alone doesn't account
for the high prices they pay for
goo ds in the summer stations.

" We can buy this package of
. 'Snowflake shorten ing for 90c up
. In th e bay," (winter com­Imunity) one disgusted
ho usewife complains. "Out
here , it costs $2.15. That's some
differe nce !"

Many people on the coast feel
tha t sup plies are overpriced and
say there ' s often a poor choice of
foo d supplies available. "Get­
ti ng somet hing to eat is the
hardest part for us," one Bat­
teau lad y explains. "Often, we
ca n't get simple things like
potatoes or tu rnips at the store".
Others say produce is often of
low quality, and claim that
some storekeepers have refused
to make refunds or adjustments
on bad vegetables.

The shopkeeper would
pr ob ably point out that they, too,
hav e to pa y for bad produce. It's
a case in wh ich geography and
tra nsporta tion hurt buyers and
sellers ali ke .

Smart sh opp er s in more
urbanized areas of the province
w~ tch their newspapers, and are
quick to cash in on weekend
specia ls a t the now familiar
supe rmarket near them. On the
coast, no such option exists.
"Never put the grub on sale,"
one ' representative of a
Newfoundland based firm ' in­
structs his local manager, as
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th e y ta lk over how to clean out
s lo w m o ving stock.

Consumers in other parts o f
th e p r ov inc e s can also shop
around , look ing for the best
pric e s. On the coast, with most
co m m unities lucky to have one
store , th a t ' s ne xt to impossible .
Often , th e Labra dor consume r 's
c hoice is a s im ple one- t a ke it or
le av e it a t th e marked pr ice .
Leaving it mi ght m ean a n hour' s
boat rid e to a not he r st or e , so
generally the y take it.

Gas prices co nc e r n everyone
these d ays , as we a d just to
paying better th an a doll a r a
gallon for fu e l. If paying that
h igh a pr ice is o bjectionable, be
thankful you don ' t buy your gas
on the coa st. F ue l there a r rives
in 45 ga llo n drums , and it 's
e x pe ns ive . R a te s vary .
depending on who 's selling and

whe n they sell, but the usual
pric e t his summer, ran between
$55 a nd $60 per 45 ga t ton drum .
One fisherm a n rep orts paying
$6'::' a chu m t1ic start of the
summer, a pr ic e th at later
d ro pped to $51. One young ma n
c la im s that he pa id $75.00 a
drum th is spring . T he sa m e
a mo unt of fuel bo ught fro m the ­
t anke r T an a Wood ford wo uld
h a ve eost h is $45.00 he m ain ­
tains .

Fishermen a lo ng th e co a s t
a lso feel th e price of fis hing
supplie s is too h igh, e ve n
a llo wing for t he ex t ra fr e ight.
One m an h a d j us t re turned from
th e store in a n tg hb ourtng
co m m unity . bringing wit h him
two cod jiggers t hat cost him
$7.00 each. Similar jig gers a re
selling in St. John 's for $5.25
each , a saving of $1.15 or close to
30%.

If the li ttle bill s lik e that hurt,
wh at happen s with th e big
items , like a new engine for a
bo at? On e George's Cove
fis he r ma n co m pla ine d bitte rly
abou t the markup that we nt on a
new en gine he ordered .

" I had a Y anm ar 12, last fall ,"
he rel ates. " When it arrived, th e
invoice stu ck to the engine wa s
made out for $24.95; I had to pay
$31.00 for it . That 's a $6 .05 profit
for th e company that bought th e
engine .for me , and there's not
much freight or handling on it. "

No on e we spoke with on the
coast expect s a fr ee ride . People
there know that freighting costs
money, and th at as a result
they 'll ha ve to pay a little e xt ra
for the th ings they need . M an y ,
however. have a feeling th at
greed plays a s mu ch as role as
distance in keeping the co st of
living h igh on the co a st.

Fresh fish plants
There are five mode r n fi sh

plant fa cilities on t he Sout hern
Labrador coa st. Thre e a re no w
in op eration : Bl ack Ti ckl e
Seafoods a nd Willi ams Harbour
Seafoods a r e both co-owned by
loc a l people a nd the Ntck e escn
Gro up of Nov a Scoti a, whil e
Fishery P r oducts ope ra tes th e
IF o x Harbour Plant. A ne w
facility at Ca r t wr tg bt wasn ' t yet

open wh en Deck. Aw..b vis ite d
th e area , a nd th e Mary 's Har­
bour pl a nt d id not open thi s yea r
be cause no o pe ra to r with the
proper financi al ba ck in g could
be found .

Plants ca pa b le o f handling
fr esh fish a re a r el atively new
dev elopment fo r the Southern
Labrador coast and th e cen­
turies old tr a dition of sa lt ing the

cod still survives . The plants, for
the most part , find it difficult to
buy s ufficient fr e sh fish from the
inshore fleet to keep going at full
capacity , and several ha ve
t u r ned to lcngtiners from
Newfoundland to plug t he supply
gap.

When Deckl Aw..b visited
Black Tickle , we were unable to
arrange an inte rview with
George Hudson , the pl ant
manager . At tbat time , people in
the a rea were nwa tt tnz th e
arrival of a freezer sbip which
Nickerson's brought in to help
cope with an oversupply of
turbot caught by the fleet of
longliners based in Black Tickle.
Coastal fishermen s ay the plant
has h a d its problems in recent
years, with water supply and ice
m a ke r problems hampering
o perations . In addition to
handling turbot from the
Icng t tn e r s . the pla n t also ha n­
dl e s cod, and acts as a n agent of
t he Sa ilfish Co r po r at ion.

The Cartwright plant was
un der co nstruction - th is sum­
m er. Even th oug h it hasn't
opened yet some local fishermen
a re wonde r ing wh ere the fis h is
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llJ.lde the Black TIckle tulJ plant. ..lUlu• .. "eU a. fresh u ·
proc essed . '

going to come from. the cod
fish e r y has long been a failure in
th e a rea, and some insh or e m e n
th ink t he pl a n t is loc a ted too far
(rom the fishing grounds to
ma ke it practical. Ot her Cart­
wright res iden ts . however. are
look in g for wa r d to the opening
of th e ne w pl a nt and the em­
ployme nt it shou ld generate if
t he re is fi sh caught.

Willi ams Harbour Seafoods
s tarted operation last year, with
Freem an Russell as manager.
Ru ss ell is working in part­
n e rship wit h the HB Nickerson
group, a nd despite startup
p r oblems. fee ls con fident that
th e pl ant ha s a good futur e .
Han dli ng fr esh sa lmon. pic kl ed
herring a nd s altfish the plant
h ad e ig ht pe ople on th e p a y roll
wh en JDe ck . Awash visite d it.
Ru s sell says th a t peak em ­
pl oymen t to d at e has been about
30 peopl e , but feels the pla nt has
th e po ten ti a l to employ up to 100
pe opl e if an adequate supply of
fis h c a n be obtained.

Fi s hery Products r uns the Fox
Harbour ope ration. ha nd ling
much t he same run of p r od uc ts
a s Willi am ' s H a r bo ur . John
Bridger. who 's bee n wit h the
ope ra ti on only a shor t while,
says tha t this p la nt, too , co u ld
handle m or e fis h if the plant was
e nlarged. Whe n Decks Awuh
vis ited th e plant, t he cutting line
wa s busy pr ep a r ing herring for
pa cki ng . and was also getting
some Iong ttne r cod into salt .
Li ke the ot her plants, Williams
Harbour acts as an agent for the
Sa lt fi sh Corporation . as well as
doin g it's own processing.

Th e Ma r y ' s Harbo ur plant is
perhaps the m ost controversial
o f the coasta l ope ra tions. T he
pl ant fai le d to open as sc hedu led
this se a son , with a pote n t ia l
loc al opera to r ap parently
ha v ing d ifficulty in getting the
fin an ci ng he needed. Govern­
m ent sources say that tenders
a re no w out for a new operator.
but no dec is ion had been made
up to pr e ss time on who will get
the plant . Again , fishe rmen say
th at th e pl a n t may have been put
in th e wr ong place. Mary's
Ha rb our is se ve ra l mil es fu rt he r
fr o m t he fish in g g r ounds th a n

Fox Harbour. They foresee t he
plant having problems in getting
an adequate supply of fish, and
many say that the money spent
in Mary's Harbour should have
gone into enlarging the Fox
Harbour plant instead. Othe rs
maintain the facility should
have been sited at one of the
summer stations, close to the
fis hing grounds.

Government sources say t hat
several considerations not
Immediately obvious to casual

Deviled Scrod
lYl to 2 pounds scrod ( s m a ll
haddock or cod )
v.. cup chopped green pepper
v.. cup minced onion
1 tablespoon prepared
mustard
1 teaspoon worchestershtre
sauce
'.1l teaspoon Tabasco
31h tablespoons lemon juice
'h. cup butter or margarine
2 cups fine. soft bread crumbs
2 tablespoons grated Par­
mesan cheese

Wipe scrod with a damp
cloth; cut into 4 portions .
Combine green pepper. onion.
mustard. Worchestershire
sauce, Tabasco and lemon
juice. Melt butter or
margarine, stir in bread

ob se rvers have to be co nside red
whe n pic k in lj the site for a ny
plan t. In general, th e larger
co mm unities a re preferred, as
th e y are able to su pply the labor.
fo rce needed. The large r.
co mm unities a lso have po we r
a nd fresh wate r . They point out
th at fut ur e diversifica tion in to
spec ies s uc h as s h r im p,
mack erel a nd lump fish co u ld
a lso m e an a lot wh e n co n­
s ide r ing t he future via b il ity of a
pl an t

c r umbs; add to vegetable
mixture, ble nd in g well.
Se a son sc rod with salt and
pe pp e r ; dot wit h additional
butter or m a r garine . Place on
Ict l-I in e d broiler rack with
surface about 4 inc hes below
so urce of he a t. Broil 5
minute s . Remo ve from
broile r . Turn scrod ; top wit h
b re a d mixture . Re turn to
br oil er . Broil 5 to 7 minu te s ,
or un til fis h will flak e eas ily
with a fo r k . Sp r ink le with
P arme s an c heese. Bro il 1
m inu te longe r. Ma ke s 4
servings.
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Fishery
Saltfish

Backbone of the Labrador fishery
Roberl Cla r k e' s st age i s

crowded. Four men are working
around the spUWng table,
pu tting the morning's catch
f rom the crew's t wo tra ps in
salt.

One man takes a fish from tire .
box, and open its belly from ;
throat to t aU wjth a p r eci se '

stroke of th e razor -sharp kn i t e.
The {ish is slid e tong th e tab le to '
the next m an , who g uts the fi sh
with h is mittened ri gnt hand.
A cr oss the table, the header lays
t he f is h on the edge of the ta b l e, .
t hen snaps the head ctes r of the
body. The fourth m an t ak es his
long , spoon-bladed. splittinx

knife. slips it bene ath the back­
bone and scoops it out . The spt tt
fish lands in a wooden tub for
washing. Occasionally clea n
wafer is added as the {ish ar e
stirred around to remove blood ·
traces. From there. the fish goes
through th e door of the store
where 80-year -old Al ex Turnbull
carefully adds it to th e IlrOW;nll
terraced piles. These piles
represen t the crew's summer
work and wage s .

For centuries. this scene has­
been re peated da ily off th e
shores of Newfound la nd and
Labr ador . Th e dried sa lt fi sh
that blocked the holes of fore ign­
bound sailing ships was the
colony's onl y major export until
the twentieth century. In fa c t.
many of Newfoundland's past
economic difficulties ca n be
t raced to the merc ur ia l in-
terna tion a l fish ma r ke t s.
Despit e these d iffi culties.
howe ver , sailfish reta ine d its
Importance throu gh out
Newfoundland and La brador
in to the 1940s.

The Second World War
sparked an even grea te r
de m a nd . Th e victorious Allied
governments instituted hu ge '
food aid programs to ease the
s uffering of E uro pe's co nque red
peoples, and saltfish was one
product that b;nefilted. The
markets remained fai r ly firm
for several years . The cessation
of aid programs , coupled wit h
inte rnationel cu rrency Ilue­
tu a tions , however. caused a drop
i n demand that led to sharp falls .
in international prices . At the '
same time, inc reas ing numbers
of fresh fish plants appea re d du e
to wartime improvements in
freezing technology . Th e saLL'
fish trade went Into a serious
decline and increasing amounts
of fishwere sold fresh . By 1970, it
looked as if .s a ttf ts h m ight be on .
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