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In this issue
Introduction

Often small communities a n' overshadowed
by nearby urban centres . Corner Brook,
Newfoundland's second large st c ity. is located in
a deep nord known as Bay of Islands .
Newfoundlanders hear a lot about Corner Brook.
b ut very little about Irishtown , Frenchman's
Co ve. Benoit's Cove or Mcivers . In our Christ­
m a s issue, we let the smaller communities take
th e spotlight as we focus on the people , places
a nd h a ppe n ings of Bay of Islands .

In our Constant Comments se ction , we feature
our regular articles on Anthony Murphy, ga r ­
de n ing a nd early tales of Pl acenti a Bay . And we
we lco m e a new writer, Geoff Sutos , who will be
run ning a regular series on cne r xy -> how to save
it. use it and enjoy it .

In our February 19110 Issue we will be looking
at e nergy - Everything from th e lower Ch ur ch ill
to wind mills and from otrshorc oil to uranium
will be researched .

In the meantime all of us at Decks Awasb
woul d like to wish you the very best during this
holi d a y season .
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History

Settlement in the Bay of Islands

B OBUng on th e Humber Rtver -t nouowey Photo).

Bay of Is la nd s was surveyed
in 1767 by Captain James Cook
who named many of t he loc al
islands and brooks in as far as
Deer Lake. He left his nam e in
" Coo k ' s Br ook" , now renamed
Mount Moriah .

People of EnJl:lish origin be g a n
to se t t le in Bay of Islands in the
late 1700s. Among the fi rst were
Edward Br ak e and Joh n
Bl an ch a rd who ho m e s te ad ed at
Humbermouth an d Me ad ows
Po in t, r e sp ecti vel y . Ot he r areas
to a tt ract early settlement were
Woods Is land , Bi rc hy Cove (now
Curling) , Cox 's Cove and Lark
Ha r bou r .

T he T r e a ty of Utrecht bet­
ween England and Fra nce in ­
1713, g ranted fishing rig hts but
not settlement ri g hts to the
F re nc h . T he se ri g ht s e xtended
fr om P oin t Rich e o n t he We st
Coast to Ca pe Bon a vista . Hut
s u bsequent agreeme nts a llowed
th e F re nc h to fish a long th e
e n ti re Wes t Coast. T he Fre nc h
ca me as hore in Bay of Island s to
d ry t heir fis h a t s u m mer
st a tio ns. They left a ba kery on
Wood s Isl an d - th e r emains of
which could still be seen in 1972,
according to Father C. S.
Co s te llo who wrote in th e
Humber Log t hat year. The
F ren ch pre se nce in t he Ba y of
Is lan d s is r emember ed in t he
p lace nam e s of Frenchman 's
Cove a nd Ben oit ' s Co ve .

By 1849 popu lation in the Ba y
s too d a t 129. At t his time th e r e
were no known ch urc hes,
schools, or ind us tries othe r th a n
th e fi sh ery . Sk ills we re in goo d
supp ly, ho we ver, for in 1834 a
s hi p na med the Ceres wa s built
in Bay of Isl ands . She was lost at
se a in 1838 while re tu r ning to
New fou nd land from Cadiz,
Spa in .

La r g e sch oon ers an d other
saili ng vessels from th e Uni ted
Sta te s be gan co m ing to th e Ba y
in 1854 to load sa lt or fro zen

herring . In lat er yea r s. often a s
m an y as 80 such ve sse ls , in­
cluding so me from Ca na da a nd
Sc andinav ia , could be co un t ed in
the Bay a t on e ti m e . The la s t
ye a r for this trade wa s 1907
when 142.640 ba r re ls of herrin g
we re shipped ,

Census figure s sho w th at t he
Bay of Is la nd s po pu la t ion g re w
from about 1300 in 1874. to 1500 in
1883.
Woodllllaad

Onc e k now n a s Harbour
Isl an d, these ten or so sq uare
mil e s of fine ag r ic u ltu ra l la nd
h a ve excell en t access to t he
loc a l fishin g gro und s. It is no

acc id e nt th a t th e Isl and was o f
ce n t ra l importan ce to th e Bay ' s
econo my . In 1869, th ere were 130
peop le liv in g the re who had 36
boa ts bet ween th em . By 1900 th e
Isl and po p u lation h ad g rown to
600 .

In 1899, seven familie s fro m
Fortun e Ba y arrived on th e
Isl and, in cl uding Ha cketts
(John, Mich ael Sr ., Mich a el Jr. ,
Jo seph. and Martha ) and
Ba r ne s (Sa m uel, Jacob. and
Henry ). Two families of
Gahneys ( E dwa rd and Mi ch ael>
from Concep tion Bay a lso
moved to Wood s Isl and that
s u m m e r. During the next few
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years , more familie s from
Fortune Bay came to st a y.

Woods Island wa s the main
centre of the Ray herring
fishery. Large sc hoo ne rs fro m
the United St at e s and other
nations set sail fr om the Isl and ,
loaded down with barrel s of s alt
or frozen herring . Fishermen
from all ov e r Ne wfound la nd
came to catch th e local bcrrtng.
In 1899, about 30,000 barrels left
the Island on 30 s a iling ve ssels .
One year, twelve ve ssels le avin g
late in the year were caught in
the ice off of Woods Island and
the antics of their crews kept
local poli ce bu s y all winter.
From 1905 to 1938. T .M . Costello
served as th e Island's first
Customs officer.

Loughlan Ma cLean from
Nova Scotia built up a large fish
wharf and ge ne r a l store during
the 1880s , then sold it in 1911 to
Gordon Pew Fisheries Company
of Gloucester. Ma ss a chussetts .

Lobster canning was a major
. ind us t r y in Bay of Islands . In
1899, of five such fa ctories on tho
go: two were on Woods Island,
one at Lark Harbour and two at
Shoal Point. Thomas Ca r te r was
probably the most prominent
businessman on Woods Island at
the time. He owned the largest
lobste r factory there , another at
Liverpool Cove, a large ge ne r a l
s tore, a hotel and a farm .

In 1903, the Roman Catholic
ch urch on Woods Island was
built. Father Andrew Sears of
Curling had supe r v ise d its

building and a lso t he co n­
struction of ro ads on the Isl an d .
Stephen Ca na n arri ved fr o m
Dundalk , Ireland on November
10, 1913 to becom e the fir s t
parish priest.

The demise of Woo ds Isl and
came ab out in the 1960s under
the Liberal govern me nt's re ­
settlement sc he me. So m e
islanders re sisted th e mo ve to
the mainland , and ci te d th e ir
attachment to the old c hurc h as
a reason for sta yin g . Thcn ,
mysteriously , one night in 1961,
the c h ur c h th at had stood for
over 55 years burned to th e
ground. Tod a y , onl y on e fa m ily
remains on Woods Isl and - th at
of Cla r ence P ar son s who
operates a sh eep farm there .
Former r eside nt s of t he Isl and
now live prim arily on th e Ba y 's
south shore , in th e com mun it ies
of Halfway Point and Ben o it's
Cove. Althou gh some r e sent­
ment to resettlem en t re mai ns .
many people , especi all y the
women, prefer to be on th e
mainland where access to
shopping , health care , and other
services is easier .
Lark Ha r bour

Because it ha s one of the best­
protected harbours in Bay of
Islands, Lark Harbour be came a
major port for the exporting of
he rring . It remains so toda y ,
with National Sea operating th e
plant.

Small boats of 25 to 30 foo t
length were built in Lark Har­
bour in the last century. A

school-chapel was built in the
community in 1874, and 24 years
later the first Anglican ch urc h
was consecrated. A whale
factory wa s set up in Lark
Harbour in 1904. Designed to
service the Norwegian fleet , t he
pr oj ect was abandoned in its
fir st season due to a poor catch.
Population in Lark Harbour
g r e w from 77 in 1884 to 364 by
1911, then declined to 295 in 1921.
Today, there are close to 900
residents.
York Harbour

People came to this com­
munity primarily du ri ng the
1890s , and in 1897 a copper m ine
o pe ned. By 1905, there were
about 30 families there , but it
was not until 1915 that the first
school _ a Roman Catholic one
_ was constructed. The mine in
York Harbour was short-lived,
and closed in 1912 due to poor
quality of ore and its small
quantity .
Bircb y Cove (no w Curling)

Settlement at the he a d of t he
Bay apparently began in 1863
when the families of Willia m H .
Bagg and Charles Parsons
sailed in the small sc hoo ne r
Elmora to set up homesteads at
Birchy Cove. The erection of a
large sawmill the following year
in Corner Brook ensured that
this area would soon become
the most populated .

The Ba y's first reside n t
Anglican missionary , Re v . V.Z.
Rule, landed in Birchy Cove in
1865 and stayed in t he area until
1872. In IjJ68, he saw t he co m­
pletion of St. Mary's Churc h in
the Cove. The Roman Catholic .
religion also gained a footho ld in
the Bay at this time, and Msg r .
Andrew Sears was appointed as
first Apostolic Prefect of t he
Diocese of S1. George's in 1871.
By 1875, Curling had two Rom an
Catholic churches.

Mail service from Btr-chy
Cove began in 1873, and postage
to St. John's was ae. 1877 saw the
first stipendiary mag is trate,
Captain William Ho rworth ,
arrive in the Cove accom panied
by the first po liceman , a Mr .1

Kelland . The following yea r was ;
a big one for improvement of
services. The first doctor, Dr .
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Min ers at Summerside sla te ouerrv.

Miller. arrived in town; a cou rt
house opened ; as did a telegraph
office and the first bank - the
Bay of Isla nds P e nny Saving
Bank . This bank was set up by
Rev . Joseph Hames Curling in
t he S1. Mary 's Parsonage
bu ilding. Re v. Curling. who
served in the Bay a r e a from 1812
to 1886. was a de voted a nd very
practical An g lican Missionary .
He helped establish evening
classes. as well as a library an d
a glee club.

Th e Methodist church in
Birchy Cove was established in
1889.

T he railway came to the Bay
of Isl an d s in 1898, managed by
Rob ert Reid of Reid
Ne wfoundla nd Com pa ny.
Sta tio ns were pu t in a t
Ri verhead and Birchy Cove. an d
t he firs t t ra in on the ne w line
took six weeks to get from
Whit bourne to Port aux
B as ques . Pay on the railroad
ranged from $1.10 per day for
cleaners . to $3 per 100 miles for
engineers . Spa rks fro m a
locomotive e ngine at Birchy
Cove are bl a m ed for starting the
Grea t F ir e of 1899. 1\ided by a
st r on g so ut h wind, th e fir e swept
ove r a se ven -mile area and
destroyed 540 bu ild in gs on June
11th .

Summerslde
Over the ye ars , this com­

munity has a lso been c a lled
Pleasant Cove. Sunnysi de and
P e ti p as Cove. It had one of th e
first Roman Catholic churches
in the Bay. built proba bly in the
1860s . This church is now gone.
but an old be ll for it - cas t in
1908 - is pr ese r ved in Jr tsh town .

An Anglica n school was in
op eration in the community in
1873. It had 33 students and the
teacher. Miss Fewer. earned $64
per year . Some of the early
family names in Summerside
were Ruth. Ryan . Shaw. Silver
and MacLeod.

Cox'ICove
Settlement came early to

Cox 's Cove. but the community
seems to ha ve de velope d ve ry
slo wly. T homas O'G ra dy, the
fi r s t settle r. arrived be fore 1840

and was joined in the early 1840s
by Ge or ge. John and William
Cox . Other ea rly surnames in
the communit y were Park.
Baldwin. a nd Noseworthy . In
1897. school c lasses were still
being conduc ted in the homes by
James Nos ew or th y . A school­
chapel was built so metime la ter
a nd a Mr. En glish was it s fir st
schoolmaster. Th e fi r s t loca l
clergyman was Re v .
Wagghorne. a nd the first store
was owned by Miss Dinah Cox . A
herring pl ant was built in 1911.
The present pu lp wood industry
in the area h ad its origins in a
pit-prop mill th a t started up in
the la le 18305.

T he Iorez otng his tor ica l notes
were co mpiled fro m the
fo llowi ng sources:
1. A HI.tory of the B IY of
IllaDd.. compiled by Denise
Crocker. Edward Sm ith . Sandra
Houns ell . Gerard Bu ckl e .
Ma xin e Dennis , a nd Keith Byrne
in 1971.
2. An Outline of the HI.tory of
western Newfou ndla nd. wllh
Emphull on the Bay of Island.
by Dr . Noe l F . Murphy . Lec­
ture : Nfld. Hi st orical Soci ety.
October 21. 1910.

Unfortunately. his torical
info rmation wa s not a va il a ble
for all of th e Bay uf Isl ands '
.com m un iti e s.
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North shore communities & people

B ay of I slands.

Taking a rest at Bay of Islands.

-Iv

Expand or expire

'r&:H:
FISHERIES LTD.
\'Salted cS rrnsh Fish"

688-2880
l cors COVE NEWFOUNDLAND

"Our most important fish is
herring," says T and H
Fisheries President Joe Taylor,
sitting in the tiny office of the
Cox's Cove plant. "We pickle it ·
in barrels for the American
market. But we also handle
some cod . Since we don 't have
any freezing capacity in the
plant, we usually fillet it, and
sell it to Hardy's in Port aux
Basques for freezing ."

T and H Fisheries have
operated the Cox 's Cove
government established and
owned fish plant since Sep­
tember, 1977, after the fourth
operator in as many years had
quit the facility . Taylor feels the
plant is running smoothly and is
anxious, given certain tm -
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Herring is the most importan t species for the Cox's Cove plant.

Joe Tay lor feel s he nee ds ass ura nc es on a fresh wa ter sy stem and a
longer le ase befor e 7' and H Fisher ie s ca n p la n fo r expa nsion.

A he a vyset man wit h gray ing
hair, Joe Taylor must often wish
t hat things as hore cou ld be run
as th ey a re aboard ship, wit h
one m an mak ing the decisions
a nd g iv ing the or ders. "Still, I' m
no t sorry I d id what I d id ," he
declare s . " I've foun d t h is jo b a
rea l c hallenge, and we'r-e re all y
j us t starting to grow with t his
plan t,"

command that skippers seem to
acquire a nd he finds the com­
ple x , confusi ng mazes of
bu reaucracy a frustrat ion.

bl un tl y .
If it comes to that, Cox's Cove

will fee l the effects . There are 35
to 40 peop le employed at the
pl an t in peak seasons, earning
abou t $3.50 an hour. Tay lor
estimates that the company will
tu rn over $900,000 in wages and
fis h sales in 1979, with about half
th a t goi ng to Cox's Cove
residen ts.

T he for mer fishing captain
finds hi s ne w ro le of plant
m an a ge r and company
p r esiden t a challenge and a
c h a nge. Ta y lor reta ins the air of

provements . to try a nd ex pa nd
its labour force of 40 to 100
workers in th e peak se a son.

" T h is is a n industry th at could
employ a lot more peopl e if
things were prope rl y don e ,"
e xp la ins T aylor. But before th e
company is willing to r is k
money on expansion , t wo
problems mu st be resol ved : th e
plant's wat er s upply a nd th e
acquisition of a lon g-te rm le a s e
for th e facility .

The plant now use s sa ltwater
and Taylor fe el s that fr e sh
water is needed bef or e th~J

c o m pa ny can realistic ally look
at freezing units . Bes ides t he
corrosion problem s sa ltwa te r
creates in a plan t , T a nd H
Fisheries ha ve an additional
worry .

"Five hundred feet awa y fr om
us, there's a sewer pl anned,"
says Taylor, a WOOd( Poi nt
native who owns T and H
Fisheries in partnership wi th
John Hackett . "This means tha t
our saltwater supply c ould be
polluted. The water system the
council is putting innow isn 't big
enough to meet the needs of the
community, so we ca n' t hook
into it; but ther e is a riv er here
that we could us e ."

Taylor estimates that piping
that river water to the plant
could cost about $500,000 and
states flatly that the company
isn't prepared, e ven if govern­
ment assistance is a vailable . In
addition to the water supply
problem, Taylor feels it ' s vi ta l
that the company get a lon ger
lease on the plant before e m­
barking on any major expansion
program .

"Our present le ase expire s in
1981," says th e former fisher­
man who spent some 22 ye a r s a s
skipper of one of Dunphy 's
Fisheries vessels . " R ig:ht now ,
we own ev ery th ing but th e
build ing itself . I 'm thinking
about investing mon ey, but I
don 't think a bank would e ve n
look at a loan based on a two­
year le a se ."

He doesn 't see the plant being
viable in the long run if it con­
tinues to operate as it now does .
"I have to nail down that lon g­
term lease , or get out, " he states
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Employers come and go
" We ha ve no major industry

in Co x's Cove , and that's un ­
·fo r t una te, " says Eric
Gillingh am , thc c hairman of the
community co uncil t hat ser-ves
the 1,000 re si den ts of the last
community o n th e no rth s ho re
road . " The co unci l ce r ta in ly
would like to see the fish pl an t
become the m ainst ~ y of th e
community."

To th e c asual vi si to r . Cox's
Cove look s lik e a thr-iv ing pla ce.
New homes a nd ne w roads are
unde r con struc tion . The re ' s a
ne w wat er a nd sewer system
unde r wa y .

" Whe n thi s ph a s e is complete,
we 'll hav e a bout 70 pe r cent of
the com m unity serviced with
water a nd se wer." Gttttnaham
rev e al s . " The re was a n o ld
system he re on which we h ad 82
hoo k ups . T he ne w syste m wi ll
repl a ce th a t. "

Si nce its incep ti on in 1969, the
com m unity cou nc il ha s been
able to provide t ax pa yo rs with
th e full ran ge of m unici pal
serv ice s ... g a r bag e collec tio n,
wa st e d isposal. s treet lig h ti ng ,
and so forth . In a dd it ion, the
co uncil has been a cti ve in t ry i n~

to furthe r promote the to wn's
only ma jo r so u r ce of e m ­
plo y m e n t.. .the fishery. In 1970,

it was a ble to arrange with the
provincial government for the
establis hment of what is todav T
and H Fisheries. Since th~n.
ho we ve r. th ings ha ve n ' t gone
es pecta uy well for th e plant. and
E r ic Gillingham is in a position
to know th e pro blem s first ha nd .
In the four yea rs th a t he
m an a ged th e fa cility, he saw
four d ifferent op er-ators co me
a nd go be ro re T' a nd H Fi she rie s
to ok over in 1976.

With this ex perience behind
him , Gillingham says he un­
de r s ta nds th e need for a fresh
wa te r syst e m at the pl a n t , a nd
sta tes th a t counc il is willing to
get in vol ved in tryin.e: to ob tain
it. He po int s out that pa st efforts
to do so ha ve been fut ile .

" When we started to pl a n the
wa te r syste m . I we nt to sec
Harold Collins, t he n t he m inister
of fi sh erie s , to li nd out if they
would put so me m o ney into the
system ," the cou ncil c hairman
explains. " Whe n J ohn Crosbie
became m in is te r of fi sh eries , we
t a lked a bout it wit h him . But he
g a ve us th e co ld s houlder ."

Toda y. the plant co nt inues to
operate on a s ma ll sca le, us ing
s alt water . Th e estim at ed cost of
pulling a t wo-a nd-a -half mile
pipeline to th e plant fr o m a r iver

runs close to half a m ill ion
dollars , a nd Gillin .e;ham says the
council is reluctant to push th is
project until they have so me
assurance th at T and II
Fisheries will carry out a m aj or
ex pansion proe r am. Co m pa ny
president, JOl' Taylor. feel s he
ne e ds assurances on the water
s yste m befo re he c a n finali ze
ex pansion plans. G'illmg h um ,
ho we ve r , doesn't see t his di f­
feren c e in viewpoint as be in Jt a
major problem .

"Mr. Taylor and I don 't
disagree on anvtbtna.' in si sts
the council chairma n. " He' s
thinking the way I'm t hm ki rrg
and I'm anxious to work wit h
him to build up the pl a nt. I'll
work with anyone who's gotng to
bring employment to the
community ,"

Besides the plant. a num be r o f
smaller opportunities for e m­
ploy m e n t exist. Although the
inshor e fishery isn't a s im ­
po r t a n t as it is in ot her a rea s of
th e p r o vince , sa lmo n a nd lobster
catch es do ea r n inco m e for
fish ermen in Cox's Cove.
Se ve r al small saw mills op erate
in th e area. and a co uple of
co nstr uction companies provide
occasiona l employment. Ot her
r e stde m s , like Eric Gill ing ha m ,

The smell boat is sWI th(> m ost common f;~h;ng vessel i n plll ces like Co~·. Cove.



drive 25 miles to Co rner Brook
each day .

Since the 19308, the com­
munity has seen several big
sources of em ployment come
a nd go. The Island Timber
Co m pa ny was the first major
e m ployer, but it phased out, to
be r epl a c ed by the he r ri ng
fish ery . In recent yea rs , it too,
ha s ha d it s p roble m s . A loc a l
co n t r ac to r work in g fo r Bowater
pi c ked up th e slack for a number
of years . On ce th at ended ,
e m ploy ment aga in d wind le d a nd
it wa sn ' t unt il th e fish pla nt
sta r te d th at a ny numbe r o f jobs
w a s av a ila b le aga in .

De sp ite a ll its difficulties, the
community ha s de ve lop ed a
good range of services over the
yea rs . Today, there is a post
office and a doctor 's office . Th e
arena whic h started out as a
n at u r al ice outdoor r ink h as
been e nclosed a nd bleachers ,
dre s s in g rooms and offices have
~enadded,
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Community Council Ch airma n Eric Gilli ng ham has seen Cox's Co ve
g ro w and wish es there were m or e employment in the community.

Flyer, sailor, painter, player...
What do e s a broile r pr odu ce r

do w hen he isn 't fee d inl'C
c h ic ke ns? Just a bout eve ry th ing
if he ' s Hort on Fi ande r .

Wh en Deco Awub visited
Horton , be was thinki nl'C of
be com in g a hog pr od uce r ,
de sp ite the facttbat the market
w a sn ' t goi ng hog wild . He a lso
be l ieves that a ba ke r y could
make money, and he 's cooktna
up a scheme fo r that . He 's
de lig hted that someone in t he Sl.
George 's area picked up on t he
ca nne ry proj e ct he tried se ve r et
yea rs ago. And a Mounti e
p r e sen ted him wit h 3 geese one
d ay ("I d id n 't a s k him wh ere he
got th em " ) a nd Horton no w ha s
a floc k .

Horto n is a lso int erest ed in th e
fishe r y a nd says he 'd be w tttl nz
to ge t a bo at if li cence s were
a va ila ble. He do e s ha ve roots in
th e fis he ry , Th ey go ba ck to
wh en the fi rst herrin g re d uc tio n
pl ant op e r at ed in Me adow s .
Horton, at 12, worked th ere for
35t a n huur-,

H oi-ton grew up in Me adows ,
one of t h ree c h ild re n of a deep­
sea c a p ta in , li e d id n 't fini sh
hi gh sch ool ; nor di d m ost of hi s
ag e group. But he got as fa r as
gr a de 9 bef or e he q u it. La te r ,
wh en working in Corner Brook,
he went to n ig h t school. He has
alwa ys read a lot , es pecially
abou t navigation .

The navigation reflects a life­
lon g in te rest in the sea and the
sky. For years , Ho rto n had a
ple a s u r e boa t and sailed around
t he Ba y of Isl a nds . Now he ' s
flyin g a ro und Ba y of Isl an d s ,
indulging hi s o ther pa ssi on ,
a ir p la nes.

"I 've been interested in flyin g
e ve r s ince I heard a bout th e
Lindbergh fl ight," he sa ys,
nudg ing a box full of a irc ra ft
instruments with h is toe . " l a wn
a s mall airplane I'm r e stor in g
now ; it 's a Piper Colt th at ca me
off th e as sembly line in 1966 . I' m
addicted to th e sea a nd the sky .
If I ge t trouble d an d to r me nted ,
I ju s t go ou t to Ste phenvtne . get

in a pl an e e nd fly aroun d for fin
hour or so . I ca n do the same
thing by going out on t he ba y in a
boa t. It j ust seems that I bc tona
th ere ."

If it all gets to be a little too
mu ch , Ho rton can always do a
li t tle pa inti ng to relax just
a no ther one of his hobbies . Not a
ba d re co rd , all in all. for a 53­
yea r-old who has survtvod heart
surgery .

MOO8e Milk ( a good party
puncb)

Mix together

'o-'l bottl e d ark r u m
'h bottle Tia Ma r ia
1 qu art of ice crea m
"h ga llo n whole mil k

P allyPowera
St . Jo hn' ,
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Happy as a bird!

H orton Flander 1~1II th e bro il er business is good, but a national
m ar k eti ng board is needed.

The next time you stop at your
local takeout to pick up a feed of
chicken and chips , sp are a
thought for Horton Fiander of
McIvers. Ma ybe th e meal you' r e
about to munch on came from
his Horton Farms broiler
chicken operation .

"The fast-food industry is one
of the biggest buyers right
now," notes the 53-ye a r -o ld
Meadows native . " It' s a rou gh
market in some ways . They
want only 2'h pound birds,
nothing above or below that."

The broiler industry is
relatively new in the province
and its quick growth has been
fuelled by the rapid e xpansion in
the last five years of the fast­
food industry.

Norton set up his operation in
1974, after spending most of his
life working in agriculture. " In
1941, I went to work with

Bowater on their dairy farm ."
That's where he first awoke to
the potential of the broiler in­
dustry. Bowater ran a mixed
farming operation wit h fifty
dairy cattle and vegetables
produced for their own em­
ployees. By 1984, the Brookfield
Ice Cream company had
brought out the Bowater dairy
operation and Horton spent 24
years taking care of the herd for
them .

" E ve r y day for seven years, I
had dinner with Major Butler,
the Bowater dairy o peration
manager," Hor ton smiles.
looking ba ck. "He was alwa ys
talking about the broiler chicken
industry that was going to come.
In 1972, I could see a phaseout
coming for Brookfield and J
decided to get into the broiler
business . I hit it at the right
Ume."

It took Horton about 18 months .
to actually get into production.
Now he has a 45,000 bird flock .
He finds that he enjoys the
business and boasts that he
h a sn 't had a day off sick since he
went into it. "Many a time, when
I was working for the company,
I'd get up in the morning and
just not feel like going to work,"
he recalls. "Now I very seldom
le a ve t he farm. We haven't
ta ke n a holiday s ince we started
up ."

While busine ss is generally
good, Horto n says that he and
his fellow broiler producers face
two problems. Inflation and
dumping. The first, inflation .
has hit all sectors of the in­
dustry . The price Horton gets
for his birds has risen about
three cents a pound in the last
three years to its present lev e l of
471h cents per pound live . Costs ,
howe ve r , have outstripped that.

"Oil has doubled, electricity
ha s dou bled and feed has
pr ob ably gone up 40 or 50 per
cent, " he la m en ts . "There's an
ev e r -de cr e a sing margin of
profi t on our return for our
prod uc t. Let's say I've got
5150,000 tied up here. By t he
lime I pay back my mortgages
and the money I 've borrowed, I
don't make much on my
m on e y."

R oot crop farmers would find
it easy to identify with the
br oil e r producers other problem
• d um pi ng . "Total consumption ·
in t he province is something like
35 or 40 million pounds a year.
We supply about 40 per cent of
th at demand or close to 12
million pou nds. But sometimes,
mainla nd prod uced chicken is
sold in Newfoundland at cheaper
pric e s which means we have to
dump ou r chicken.

" We sell through Newfoun­
dl an d F a r m P ro d uc ts , but we
hop e to ha ve a national broiler
m arketin g boa rd in place by

,1980, s im ilar to the Egg
Marke ti ng Board."

Most consumers, when they



hea r the expression " marke ti ng
board" , tend to fe el a little
nervous . They see a la ck o f
com petition as a ke y fa ct or in
driving food prices hi gh er .
Ho r ton , understan dably , doe sn ' t
share that view . He e m phasizes
that the quality of the loc a l
product is hi gh er .

"When you 're talking a bout
cheap food, you 're pr ob abl y
ta lki ng about a broiler th at w as
r a is ed a nd slaughtered in th e
Sta tes , brought to Montre al a nd
fina ll y sold in Newfoundland .
That bird could well have be en
frozen th ree or four month s ago
and all you have is a bundle o f
lee a nd burnt up tissue. E ve n if
t he cons um e r pa ys a little m ore
for the loca l product. he 's ge t-

t tng a chicken that ha sn ' t been
fr ozen m or e tha n a wee k."

Many fa rm e r s , lik e Hor ton ,
va lue the fact that they are
in dep e nd en t businessmen who
ca n m a ke or br e ak th ei r ow n
opera ti ons by t he ir ow n effort s.
Decks Awash asked Ho rt on ho w
thi s in de pe nde nce fit s in wit h
demands fo r a nationa l
ma r keting board tha t wou ld
strictl y co nt rol pr odu ct ion a nd
pr ices.

" If you spend yo ur t im e a nd
m on e y trying to build
something , you wa nt to see it be
successfu l," he ex pla ins. " I' ll
acce pt a hi gh e r le ve l of control
in re turn (or a hi gh e r le vel of
m arket se cu r ity . A n a tion a l
ma rketing boa rd is essential. If
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we don ' t get it in the ne xt couple
of years, you 'll sec a lot of
b roiler o perations in re al
fin an ci al trou ble ,"

Despite t he fact th at Hor ton
Farms had no full-time e m­
ployees , Fiande r says he pa id
ou t $21,000 in wages la s t year to
helpers nee de d at shippin~ a nd
cleano ut time. " There <11'l' 10
fair sized fa r m e rs on t he west
coast, and wo put a lot of mom')'
into the econom y. " he poi nts
out.

Futu r e plan s call (or furthe r
ex p a ns ion so th at Ff an dcr ca n
utilize hi s fu ll quota or 52,000
birds . Given a strong m a r ke t ing
board , he sees a good rut ur e in
broile r s a nd do ubtlessl y sm ile s
a ppr ov ingly each tim e he pusses
a new chi ck e n takeou t.

Sheep farming can get pretty woolly
Foster Bl an ch ard wasn 't in

the best of moods th e da y Decks
Awash turned up at his McI vers
farm. 1l had been a wet fa ll a nd
t he ground wa s sa turated. Sli ck
g r e a s y mud w a s underfoot, with
little puddles a nd r iv ule ts
everywhere . Some wat e r had
found its wa y into one corner of
Foster's sheep barn a nd tha t
day he was d igg ing d r a in s .
When Decks Awa sh arri ved , two
young men had ju st co me in
from th e fields ; Foster told
them what he wanted done and
then we walked up to hi s house .

On the wa y , Fosl er ex plain ed
another worry caused by the
weather. With the price of hay
for winter feed hitting $100 a ton,
he is trying to de velop land so he
ca n grow more of his own. This
summer, a lot of hard work a nd
expensive hayseed we nt in to
getting sod sta r te d on t he land
he has got c le a r ed; too much
moisture could be a real set ­
back.

In his trim mobile home,
Foster explains that he is a
McIvers native . He de sc r ib es
his father as being "a ja ck of a ll
trades , lik e m yself. " Befor e he
went into full-time s he ep
operation, Foster had fished .

"We got the longtiner in 1962," Foster Bl.nchsrd snd some of his herd.
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grow most of hi s ow n wi nt e r
fe ed . " It' s go ing to take fo u r or
fiv e yea rs before 1 ca n build
things up to that po fn t;" he
pr e d icts .

Over the years , th e Bl a n­
chards ha ve been a ble to
overcome a number of
problems. Getting th e lan d they
needed took ye ar s . Fost er ap­
plied for some Cro wn Lan d a nd
was turned do wn . " The n m y
w ife applied , as a sor t of joke."
he relates . " T hey fin all y a p­
proved her applic ati on for 50
acres."

Once they had the land , th e
wor k started. The first trick wa s
to get t he land me asured
prop e rl y ; su rveyors to ld Fo st e r
t he fee was $200 an acre . He
hu nt e d a ro und and fou nd "a g uy
I knew " wh o 'd do the job fo r a
co up le of days wa ges if th e
Bl a nch a r ds cut their own lines .

"Once we got it me a su r ed . we
cl e a r e d 12 acres a nd built a
ba r n ," t he qu iet spoken Mel vers
stockman sa ys. " We we re a
coup le of ye a r s getti ng th a t
de vel oped ."

T urn ing Crow n Land into
ha yl a nd is n' t easy. 'I'hr- brush
must fi r st be cleared off ; th en
yo u h a ve to pick out the rock s .
F ost e r a pp lied fou r times to the
govern me n t equ ipment bank for
a ro ck pic ker wit ho ut any luck .
In t he su m mer of 1975, he and
fo ur young fe llows picked rock s
by han d for a soli d m on th , us ing
a tractor to push as ide the bi g
on e s . Sin ce t he n, a nother 15
a cr e s ha ve been c leared and are
under develo pme nt , but it 's
getting to be a n expensive
proposition . La st season,
ha yseed was $65 for a fifty­
pound ba g ; it ' s supposed to be
up 10 per ce nt this ye a r. Fer­
tili ze r ra n $4.75 per 55-pound
ba g . Th e govern ment pa ys
farme rs a subs idy of $230 a n
acre for land cleared, bu t that
do e sn 't cover a nd was ne ve r
intended to cov e r th e costs of
clearing a nd rock picki ng , le t
a lone se ed a nd fertilizer .

Wh a t irk s F ost e r most is the

slow rate at wh ic h th e depart­
ment of agric u lt ure syste m
m ove s . Th is fa ll he s pe nt so m e
$2,500 on two piece s of farm
eq ui pment. u c's cnt itlcd to a
$600 s ubs idy on t ha t. On th e da y
the equ ipment wa s dehvcr-cd ,
anot her governme nt officia l
ca me to c heck out th e land that
was cleared that s um me r.
Foster gave him th e bill for t he
$230-a n-acre s ubs id y. T hat was
in la te Sep te m be r a nd he ha s
hea r d noth in g about the
e q u ipm e nt s ubs idy or the
cleared land subs id y. " Hav ing
to w ait lik e that drives yo u
nuts," he says in exasperation .
" You ca n't go bu gging the ba nk
a ll t he tim e. "

If go vernme nta l slowness is
a nnoy ing. th e continuing la ck of
pasture land in the Ba y of
Isl ands a rea is see n by Bla n­
chard as bein g a more serio us
handic ap . Ba ck in 1971, t he fi rst
e fforts a t getti ng a comm unity
pa stu r e we re ma de. Lit tle ca me
of th a t un ti l 1975 when a LI P
( Loca l Initi ative Project )
prog r am pro vid ed funds to start
cutting brush a nd fen cing . "The
year before last, we got anothe r
g r a n t from Canada Work s ,"
Blanchard s ay s . "We got a ll 630
acres fenced a nd 45 acres
se e de d down. We tho ug ht that
once we got a start o n the
pasture , th e provincia l gov e r n­
ment would go to work a nd help
f inance it, but they wo uldn 't g ive
us a dime . This year, we 'v e
applied for anothe r gran t to
burn off mo re bru sh a nd ge t '
another 60 to 70 acres seeded
down. We haven 't he a r d a wor d
from the a pplication yet."

Both winter a nd su mmer,
keeping t he s heep fed presen ts a
problem . The nea rest s um mer
pasture is in Corma ck, so th e
sheep and their lambs ha ve to be
trucked on e and one-half hours
there ea c h spring a nd retu rn ed
to the farm each winte r. Besides
the cost of transporting th em ,
th ere ' s always the r isk of losing
so m e. F oster feels this help s
d iscoura ge people who are in-

terested in keep ing sheep.

The re' s a lot of peopl e ,
espe cially seasonal workers , on
th is shore who keep 20 to 25
s hee p to supplem ent their in ­
co m e ," he explains . " We m ad e
our plans bec ause we figured
that pasture land would be
a vailable here ."

If land is the pr oblem in
s um mer, money is th e he ad a ch e
in th e winter . Lo cal h ay is
selli ng for $100 a ton . Imported
hay can be brought in fr o m

. P r tnc e Edward Island for $35 a
ton , but shipping c ha r ge s add a
hefty $65 a ton to tha t. " At one
time , about three years a go , th e
herd w as over 100 sh eep ,"
Foster says, e x p la ining th at th e
Blanchards reluctantly c ut back
to around 70 sheep mainly
because they couldn 't afford the
cost of winter feed . " R ig h t now ,
it doesn't look too good ," he
worries . " We ' r e pr essed now for
winter feed . We have enoug h of
our own to do until Chr ist ma s ,
but I really don 't have th e
money to go buying fe ed . If I
can 't get so me sort of a job to
earn mo ney , I may have to se ll
part of herd , and that would be a
disaster to m e ."

One thi ng th at ' s go ing well,
how ever , is the ma rkets for the
two products sh eep
produce.. .1ambs and wool. In
past years, Foster sl au ghtered
his own lambs, s elling th em
e ithe r to the Co-op or Coleman ' s ,
a major food retailer in Cor ne r
Brook. This year, a Nova .
Scotian buyer was paying 97
c e nt s a pound live , and the bulk
of th e Blanchard 's lambs went
to him . The wool went to Princ e
Edward Is land for proce s sin g
despite the fa ct that th ere is a
woolen mill nearby in th e
Codroy Valley .

"It 'd be siUy for me to sell my
wool to the Codroy mill for 90
cents a pound and then have to
pay $5.00 a pound to get it ba ck ,"
the livestock man says. " The
PEl mill cards and spins it for a
fe e of $1.45 a pound . With
shipping, it comes to about $2.10



a pound. This yea r, we're selling
ou r wool for $5. 00 a po un d , so
we 're able to m ake someth in g
on it. "

In oth e r p la ce s a round t he
prov in ce, sheepme n a re pt na uc d
by a four-legged pe st - dogs . Bu t
Bl an ch ard s a ys it isn ' t a m a jo r

p r ob le m for him . With a lot of
fa milie s keeping sheep. dogs are
generally kept und er co ntrol.
Foster quietfy adds tha t dogs
found on his pr em ise s arc ttab tc
to be shot.

Although Fo st er Hlauc ha rds
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story is somewhat dt s cou rnmna.
no bu siness is witho ut
headaches, if you're you r ow n
boss. Blanchard's days have
their ups and downs . but he can
see progress . And the progress
is all his .

The homestead operation

MembenofRy e Jo hnson '8 farm family.

Bec oming a co m mercial
fa r mer in Ne wfoun dl an d is n ' t
easy th es e d ay s , unl e ss a fa m ily
h appe ns to be ble s sed wit h lots
of farm land , lot s of money , or
both . We live in th e a ge of agri­
busin es s , a t im e when far ms
e lse w he re ar e me asured by th e
thous ands of ac r e s a nd are ru n
by multination al cor po rations.

According to most experts , the
day of the family farm is o ve r.
They are too small to be
e conomic , and too inefficient to
be viable in a world where the
$50,000 tractor has repla ced the
horse . The experts ex pla in th at
the large land base needed and
the huge capital inv estment
demanded are insurmountable
barriers to a young fellow
starting out with sc ant financial
resources . If you mention
homesteading, th ey j ust
ch uc kle,

It 's lik ely that Rye Johnson
has a few quiet chuckles of his
own. Five years into
homesteading near Gillams, the
former American ethics a nd
theology student has proved that
he can earn a living as a Iull­
time homesteading farm er, He
looks back on three years of self­
sufficiency , and has seen
people's rea ctions to him c ha ng e
in that time.

" Whe n you first come into a n
area , some people acc ept you
out of curiousity," Ry e says.
" Othe r s reject you r ight a wa y.
Once you get establilshed , the
people who had held judgement
at first will change their
opinion." Today , the family has
won obvious respect from some
of their farmer neighbours .

If some of them were skeptical

a bout Rye's making a farm in
th e woods, it's likely th at th e
p r ov in ci al department of
agriculture also felt he had some
prov ing to do bef ore the y 'd
accept h im as a serious and
viable farmer .

The general thrust of the
pr ov in ce ' s a g r ic ult u ra l
de vel p me n t policy emphasizes
the ne w sty le of food producti on ,
urgin g fa r m e r s to get into large
mechanized operations in
designat ed areas.

"We knew how the depart­
ment of argicultu r e felt when we

started, " J ohnson te lls Deck.
Awash over a cup of tea in hi s
self-built kitchen. "Now fi ve
years later Greg Mitc he ll (Ryc 's

homesteading nei g h bou r ) a nd I
are still he r e , bot h ta ki ng a
living from our fa r ms. The
department ca n ' t de ny us
anymore . They 've reccn tly
accepted my five-year f a r m

plan, a nd we've go tte n t he
funding we 're en ti tled to for th e
first year . It ' s satisfying a nd
he a r te nin g to see the c hanges in
a tt it ude tha t hav e occurred. '
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change in a tt itude? Ho w di d t he
J oh nson s co nvince th e
govern me nt boys they were
serious, a b le to surviv e as a
farming family in t he m ode rn
wor ld? Se vera l factors: th e fir st
be ing the a m ount of s heer hard
work ev ide n t when one look s
around the Johnson pr op erty .
Secondly, Rye a nd G re g Mit­
chell, hi s ho mestcadinz ncur h­
bor, we r e a b le to la ke a ha r d
look at what mi gh t work , a nd
tailor t he ir opera tio ns to wha t
they found.

"The streng t h of a s ma ll
operation lie s in it s a bi lity to
adapt," R ye asse r ts. " We ca me
with so me ideas of what we
would do, bu t those ideas we re
drawn in br oad s t rokes. We 've
fo llowed o ur plan , but we ha ve
changed so me of the deta i ~f~'

In a way, Rye' S barn typifie s
his method of operation. He ha s
slowly a nd labou r iqusly a dde d to
it, inc hi ng up the, h ill each ti me
an addition is ne eded. Wh en
De cks Aw aa !J.. ' was th ere, he 'd
just po ure d ce me n t fo r a ne w
a ddition. Ri ght no w , the burn is
ho me to a he r d of goa ts a nd
some pig s, as we ll as chicken
that peck a bout in the yard . T he
operation is rou ghly 2f.I li ve s toc k
an d Ittl vege ta bles. The 15 doc s

a nd 2 bucks a re co m ple me n te d
by 9 sows an d o ne boa r on the
sw ine s ide of th ings . T he s wine'
prod uce re venue .. " Whe n th e
ba nk ca lls, yo u 'd better
slaughte r a pig ," Rye s a ys wit h
a t wis t of hu m ou r .

In vegetable prod uc tion , th e
farm is able to take a dv a nt ag e
of one of its major assets .. . tts
proxim ity to t he West Coast
ne rve ce nt re, Corner Brook ,
w it h it's popula t ion of 35,000.
U nlike mo st Newfoundland
vegetable producer s , J ohn son
stayed aw a y fro m t he
traditional root crops suc h as
pot at oe s and cabbage.

"We g ro w pe as , be a ns , fr e sh
greens and so me carrots a nd
be et s ," be a m s Ry e . "When we
first started , we fo und a good
market j ust by word of
mouth .. .one person telling
a nother about the vegetables we
ha d for sale . This summer we
sol d gree ns around Cor ne r
Brook two d a ys a week fro m the
ba ck of the pickup . Both Greg
a nd I ha ve ab solutely no
problem in se ll ing ev e ryth ing
we g row."

Wh at's in the future? F ir s t ,
there 's th e five-year pl an . "We
hop e to ge t a ll the m aj or
bu ildings up soon ," th e youthful

ta r m ersavs. " I ' m planning on a
fai r -si zed g reen ho use ne x t
summer. Rela xed a nd smiling ,
he half jokingl y says it may take
him 30 ye a r s to r ealize his
farming visions , c om plete with
or chards on th e hills wh ere he
and Greg no w c ut birch to earn
m oney in th e winter.

Homes te ading isn't
e ve r yo ne ' s cup of tea . Few have
th e ca pac ity for hard work
co uple d with com m on sense that
it t ak e s to m ak e a small farm
work th e se da ys . Rye and his
wife aren 't romantic city

. dropouts who 'v e c a s ua lly
dec ide d to " go ba ck to th e land " .
Be for e co m ing to Newfoun­
d la nd, bo th wor ked to save
mone y for t he ir ca p ita l in ­
ve st ment.

" My wif e worked a fte r we got
he re , while we were getting
s t a r te d ," he adds . "This place
represents a lot of co m m itm en t.
All our money has gone into
building it up ." The Johnsons
o wn five acres , and another 40
a cres is theirs o n a fifty-year
ag r ic u lt ura l lease . So far ,
th ey 've made a living , and Rye'S
co nfide nt about the future .
" Aft e r 5 years , we 're still here,"
he sums up, "and we're
stay ing ."

The homestead lifestyle
Th ere 's so meth ing a lmo s t

universa lly a ppea ling about th e
id e a of hom e ste adin g . Most
people , at one ti me or a nothe r,
pi cture themselv es living on th e
lit tle fa r m they 've carved o ut of
th e wilderness . Th e pro sp e cti ve
so d buste r se e s him self fr e e of
th e rest r a ints o f urban lif e ,
re leased from th e d ail y
d rudgery of the off ice. In hi s
mi nd 's eye, he pi ctures his
fini shed o pe r a ti on ; the chicken
scratchi ng a round th e ya r d
s upply his eggs , th e co w his
milk . Each evening, the family
gathe rs around th e table ,
he aped hig h with steaming
bowls of ve ge ta ble s they've
taken from their so il th at ve r y
d ay . After suppe r , t he family

spends the eve ning qui etly , th e
pe a ce un shattered by th e
blarin g of a te le vision or th e
ringin g of a ph on e .

Precious fe w ge t beyond th at
dream st a ge . The wo uld -be
hom este ad er sta r ts to imagine
the hurdle s he fa ces; find ing a
sui t able b it of land , c le aring it ,
building hi s house a nd ba rns . He
r ealize s that he'll r e all y miss
th at b i-wee kl y pa ych e ck , and
fears th e family won ' t be ab te to
h andle t he isola t ion . Then he
takes a look at th e econo mics o f
small-sc al e far m ing a nd th e
rosy visions dis sol ve in t he ac id
bath of reality .

az-yea r-o td R ye J ohnson , lithe
and d ark-haire d . has m ad e his
vision of a homestead co me

a live in th e five years he and his
fa m ily ha ve spent near GiUams.

Orig in ally from Iowa, Johnson
is a r efugee from the academic
world . " It wasn't the subject r

matter, but the lifestyle that was
uns atisfying: ' he asserts , going
on to explain that he was part of
the "l960s gene r a ti on" in th e
United States. Many of those
involved in the opposition to the
Vietnam War during that period
also developed what Rye refers
to as an "alt e r na te society mind­
set" determined that they
wanted something different
from the world they saw around
them . For Rye, who grew up on
a farm, homesteading seemed
th e lo gical alternative .



"I knew I wanted to farm," he
says , in explaining how he came
to Newfoundland. "In the States,
that would have meant going
heavily into debt, and we didn't
want that. We chose
Newfoundland because it's still
possible to homestead here."

Once the Johnsons arrived in
Newfoundland. Rye started
searching for a piece of land.
Rye's wife, Lauren, found work
with the department of health in
Corner Brook and they first
tried the south shore of Bay of
Islands . They filed a claim on a
piece of land near Lark Har­
bour, but that didn't work out.
"We couldn't find a place to live
in the area, " Rye remembers,
"so we started looking on the
north shore . We rented a house
in Otua ms . and started looking
around for firewood ; that's how
we found this place. We saw it
and wanted to live here. It's not
perfect land , but we gear our
farming to the terrain and the
soil. "

The Johnsons' farm is located
in a river valley behind the
community of Gillams. To reach
it, visitors have to take a side
road in Gillams, then prudently
park their vehicles a to-rntnute
walk away from the Johnson
home. The first sign of
habitation is an elaborate
wooden bridge across a stream;
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Tbe JohnSon bom~.

B¥e Jobnson with his "sectional" barn.
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a bo ar' s he a d is nail ed to the top
cross bar. Ov er the br id ge , a
trail w anders through the woods
opening int o th e clea ri ng of th e
homestead .

Th e Johnsons ' house is Im ­
pressive , blending e le me nts o f
traditional wood craft a nd
modern a ppea ra nce. Built by
Rye , his wife and th eir three
children , the two story ga m br e l­
roofed structure took six months
to build . " Tha t ' s before it was
ready to move into," Ry e
smiles , " T he house wasn 't
finished as you see it now and I
still have a lot to do ," Local togs
squared on three sides form the
walls , g iv ing an im pr es s ion of
rough strength from th e outside.
The interior features the soft
golden g lo w of wood and its open
plan mean s th e Findlay Oval
woodstove can handle the

heating chores . No pow er lines
snake onto the property and
Johnson affirms th at el e ct r ic
power isn ' t hi gh on h is list of
priorities .

While some people mi ght feel
the Johnsons to be isolated , Ry e
doesn't 'See things that way . " We
have to get out and around as
much as anyone else," he points
out. "In the busy season. my
wife does deliveries four days a
week . We get into Corner Brook
to see friends or go to a show at
the Arts and Culture Centre
fairly often." Rye cites CBe
Radio 's "As It Happens" as
typical of the programming that
keeps the family in touch with
what's happening in the world ,

For most people, the John­
sons' lifestyle 'wo uld n 't be their
cup of tea. A lot of hard work has
gone into the operation in the

last five ye ars and the Johnson s '
didn 't start out as starry-eyed
idealists . They came to the Bay
of Islands area with some
savings and Rye had a farming
background. In addition , he'd
worked as a carpenter during
his college days. His wife also
worked before moving to
Newfoundland and she con­
tinued to work after arriving
here, helping to pay the day-to­
day bills until the farm reached
the self-sufficiency level it has
enjoyed for the past three years.
Even today, Rye isn't a rich
man.

" Our net income is under the
poverty line ," he states , "but
we pay no rent , spend little on
heating a nd have low food bills .
So we 're r e ally doing pretty
welL "

You can't make trees grow
where you want them

"I don 't know what the answer
Is," sighs Foster Banks, a
Gillams sawmiller. "There's a
big demand for lumber in the
area and lumber is a good price ,
but we're just about out of
Umber where we 're cuutng now.
And there certainly aren't any

blocks of timber available
within 10 or 15 miles of here.
Some of the sa wmlllers in the
area have talked about it and
can't see any solutions."

Foster, in partnership with
two of his brothers, operates a
OO,000ןס board foot a year rotary

carriage sawmill in Gillams.
The T, Banks and Sons sawmill
is a family venture, started by
Foster's father at a time when a
good wood supply was available
and markets were strong. At
first, the mill produced rough
lumber only, but a dded a

GillAms, like most north shore communities, stretches IIlong the . hlg h w. y .
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The Banks brothers. Foster i s on th e left.

----
The T. Banks and Sons sawmill wit h Gilla~s i n the background.

planer to produce dressed
lumbe r some 25 years ago . Over
th e years, the mill has drifted
aw a y from its original practice
of who lesaling to big retail
outlet s like Dawe's and Lun­
drig an ' s .

" We felt we could do better by
pl an in g the lumber and
retailing it ourselves," Foster
recalls, sitting in the tiny room
that serves as the mill office .
" Doing things that way, we
didn't need as much lumber to
make the sa me a mount of
money. "

In addition to handling the
wood th e mill cuts itself, the
Banks operation acts as a
central planing mill for about
half a dozen rotary carriage
sm all e r mills. The Banks
br others buy the lumber rough
or squ a re , saw and plane it , then
sell it direct to the consumer.
The y bought as much as 100,000
feet of square timber from 2
sm all e r mills this summer.

Anoth er big part of that
business is custom sawing.
Individuals can take wood
th e y' ve cut themselves to the
Banks brothers, and have it
sawn and dressed for a fee.

Born and raised in Gtlla ms.
F ost er remembers a time when
wood supply wasn't a problem.
" The re was a lot of pulpwood
cutting in t his area until about 15
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years a go, " says Foster. who
himself worked in the woods for
10 or 12 years during that period.

"Small private contractors
were cutting for Bowater. At
that time, you'd cut wood in the
summer or fall and just stump
pile it it in the woods. In the
winter, you'd haul it to the brook
or whatever. In a typical
operation, there 'd be about 20
men cutting in the summer and
about a dozen hauling in the
winter ."

While the work was welcome
at the time, the effects of those
busy years of pulp cutting are
being felt today . "There just
isn't any timber left back of
here," Foster says . "Bowmer
worked in this area for years
and it has all been cut. It was
cheap wood because it was close
to shore, the road and the mill."

While timber supply is a
problem , marketing lumber

isn't. " Yo u could sell a ny
amount of lumber to the lJig
dealers," the Gillams native­
says. "Even now we don't have
a truck on the road mak ing
deliveries; people are willing to
truck lumber themselves."

Over the ye ars the Banks' mill
has conc en tr at ed on turning out
a good quality product, and
Foster and hi s brothers grade
their own lumber . They cannot
stamp their lumber, however,
and this prevents them from
selling to people who have
certain mortgage arrangements
that demand only stam pe d
lumber .

In an area where local em­
ployment stems primarily from
small-scal e cntcrprtscs.
saw milling is o ne of t he mai n
props of the e cono m y . " It ' s
bigger than agriculture right
now, but I don 't know about

fis h ing," says Foste r. " T he co d '
fis he ry h a s be en pi c k in g up a n d
t he re's h e r ri n g too . Bu t a pa rt
f ro m t hat an d the Iurn bu r in­
du s try , t here's not m u ch go ing
o n."

F or th e T. Banks a nd Sons
oper-a t ion. the re's rea lly j us t on e
probl em ... wood su p p ly. " We've
probably got a not her t hree or
four y e a r s be for e th ings get
really tight ," Foster a ffi rm s.
" T here are a few s ma ll a reas
th a t Bo w at e r ca n't re a ch . Th e
s m all bl ock we've be en work ing
for the last four yea r s wa s a n
a rea wh ere Bo wate r had
stop ped cu tt ing, becaus e it got
too diffi cult for th e m . T here wa s
a n exch a nge bet we en Bo w a t er
a n d the govern men t, a n d
g ove r n ment m a rk e d off a blo ck
for us . T h e govern ment m en d o
wh at th e y ca n fo r us , bu t th e y
can't m a ke tre e s g ro w where
we ne e d t he m ."

The lone longliner skipper
" I' m not really sure why I like

fishing," ad mits wayne 'rucker,
Meadows re-sident who 's

determined to make his living
from tho spa . " Y OIl work ton uer
ho u r s than in some ot her jobs
a nd you'r -e out in bad weather.
But you do have a freer life."

A slightly built. durk-hau-cd
man, Tucker nrst got lnvolved >

with the fis hcrv while living in
Nova Scotia some seven years
ago. Tiring of the tr awtcrs. he
decided to return to his home
community of Meadows. He
began fishi ng lobster on a par t­
t ime basis. Then he decided to
fis h full -t im e . After tak ing a look
at the designs available, he
picked a as-root Newfoundland
lo n gl in e r ,

" I bought her two summers
ago, in 1978," says Tucker in the
kitchen of his trim little
Meadows bungalow. "She was
built by Gordon Pittman in
Rocky H a r bou r , and I ' m very
p leased with the workmansh ip
on h e r . 1 paid roughly $44,000 for
t he boat. Today the same boa t
would cost close to $65,00 0. Still.
if the fishery doesn't work out
for me, that's a lot of money to Wayne Tucker.

h a v e inve s ted a nd thi ngs a ren' t
g oing that we ll rig ht now .

" B ut I just can't give u p,
be c au se I have abo ut $70,U OO
in ve s ted in the boat a nd gear.
All I ca n do is spend as li t tle as
po s si b le a nd hop e that th in g s get
be tt e r ."

Several fa c to r s h av e kept
Wa yn e and his crew of two fr o m
do ing as we ll as they'd expected ,
bu t t he you ng skipper is qui ck to
pe g inexper-ience as one of th e
k e y problem s . " It's too ba d th at
I d id n ' t k n o w m ore a bo ut the g ill
ne t f ishery whe n 1 st arted," h e
reflec ts. " I'm r e all y ju st ex ­
perime n ting a nd it cos ts money •
to ex periment. I'm fin d in g that
th e g ill n et s aren' t to o good for
ou r k in d of fis hi ng. Th e y ' r e not
pra cti c al fo r s ha llow wa ter a nd
y ou c an ' t fi sh wit h the m in bad
wea ther be c au se t hey ge t tor n
up . And e a ch n et cost s a bo u t
$14 0 . T he n you h a ve the cost of
r ep a ir in g d am a ge d net s each
winte r a nd t hat g oes up every
y e ar ."

Th e a ns wer. Way ne fee ls. lie s
in oth e r fi sh in g m e thod s . D uri ng

I the fi rst week in Sep tembe r ,
Wayne a nd h is crew took up



their g ill nets be c a use of the
r ough fall weather. They
ch an ged ov er to trawls whi ch
a re m o r e p r a c ti c a l. Wa yn e feels
he wo uld be further ahead now if
he 'd opted fo r mo re tra wls an d
less gill nets initially .

Wa yn e a lso ha s t r-ied m ov tng
a round beyond the Bay of
Islands . Last season, he and hi s '
crew wen t to St. J ohn ' s Ba y to
try th eir luck . BUl r-ough
weather kept them fr om a
successful fishery .

Wayne be gin s e ac h s e ason
with th e sp r ing lobster fishery ,
He us e s a s pe ed boa t to haul th e
pots. Ea ch day , a lobster
collecting tru ck takes the ca tc h
so marketing pr esents n~
problems,

Th e cod fishe r y gets unde r wa y
a bo ut a m on th lat e r , wi th Wa yne
a nd hi s c rew fis hinli:: fr o m Cox 's
Cove , They leave po rt each
morning about 5:00 a .m . to
check th eir g ill nets and reset
th em . On good d a ys , t hey ' re
back, unl oad ed a nd cleane d up
by 4:00 p.m. Th is se a son th e re
was no problem in ge tti ng a sale
for th e fish ; T a nd H Fisherie s of
Cox 's Cove took e veryth in g th t.,y
landed, pa yin g 17~ a t the s ta r t of
the season and tater 18( .

The Bay of Islands fishery is
not the major e conomic a cti vity
that it is in other se ctions of th e
province . And Wa yn e fe e ls th e
area 's fishery has s uffe red
because of this. " I don ' t think
the department of fish eries ha s
tried to up grade th e fis he ry
here, II th e long line r ski pper
declares , " T hey s pe nd way
m or e li m e wo rking in other
districts ...

Whil e he 's not th e k ind of m an

Chocolate Yum Yuma

3 tbsp. sugar
% cup flour
1,4 cup cocoa
IJ!I cup butler
2eggs
1'h cups brown sugar
3 tbsp . flour
~ cup nuts
'h cup coconut

who com plains , Tu cker feels
so me improvem ents a re needed
to a cc ommodate vesse ls suc h as
h is . Wh ile tie-up fa cilities a t
Co x ' s Co ve are ge ne r-ally good ,
th e wh arf is exposed in certain
wind s and Wa yn e feels that an
e xte nsion woul d make tbe wharf
a sa fe r berth . There 's no marine
servic e ce n tre , e ithe r . wav ne
took his lon g lin er to Po r t
Saunde rs la st winter but pl an s to
hau l her up on ski ds in Me ado ws
this year. He feels tha t a s ma ll
sJipw a y would rnuk e hauling o ut

'a n ea s ie r a nd s a fe r ope ra tio n for

bo ats like th is . He 'd also like to
se e both fed eral a nd pr o vi nci a l
fisherie s pe o ple spend m o r e
lime in the a rea t alk injt to
fishermen about t heir c once r ns .

De spite the problems he e n­
co un te red duri ng his first two
seasons , Wayne Tucker isn 't
co nsi de ring leav in g Me a dows
for a better fis hing a rea Ha ving

1 tsp. baking pow der
1 tsp. vanilla

Mix first four in gr ed ients
( white sugar , flour, cocoa ,
butler) and put in 8" x 8"
pan. Bake 15 minute s a t 3250

F , Beat eggs and a dd
remaining in gredients . Bak e
40 minutes a t 3250 F . Ice with
chocolate icin g a nd c ut in
squares .
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grown up in Me ad ows, he ha s
seen it go dow n hill over th e
yea rs . The com m unity h:IS
continued to a ro w. ho we ver,
with most of t he new hom es
ho us ing people who e a rn t he ir
Jiving in Cor ne r Brook .

" I gu ess the be st part for me is
that Me ad ow s is m v ho rn e ." he
sa ys si m ply . " U' s still pretty

.p r tva te and quiet here . Th ere 's
no vio lence or an ything like t hat.
Wh en yo u t u rn on TV and sec
wh at' s goi ng on in other places,
it m ak e s yo u gla d to live in a
pl a ce like th is . You a lso know
everyone he re ."

Wa yn e tec ts that Me ado ws '
p ro x imity to Corner Brook is a
r e al advantage for hi s two
c hildren .

"There 's a junior hi gh sc hoo l
ju st two mil es down the roa d, "
he explains , "a nd there 's t he
un iversi ty in Corner Br ook if
the y want to go to cottcac . In
te r m s of educational op ­
po r tu nities, my kids have a d­
va ntages I never had ."

Wit h two years e xperience
behind him , wayne. like most
fish ermen , is hop ing that trunus
will im prove next season, bu t
he 's rea ttsuc about th e fu t ur o .

" The way thin gs are now with
the fishe r y around here , yo u
have to be re all y det e rmin ed to
be succes sful. I don 't think we ' ll
ev er be tot all y successful usi ng
g ill net s , but I'm s ure we can
m ak e it wo rk with other kinds of
gea r ."
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Life has changed in Summerside
Su rn m c r stuc. likc its nct uh­

boring co m munities on the north
sh or e of Ba y of Isla nds . is strung
out a long t he highway . On one
sid e , th e hill s rtse up behind the
com mun ttv : on the other side.
the bank falls steeply to the Sl',1.

Joseph Ruth ha s built his home
on on e of the few tevet parts of
that ba nk and enjoys one of the
finest views of Corner Brook .

Joseph was born in Sum­
merside , bu t s pent his early
childhood in Port Rexton ,
Trinity Ba y. He moved back to
Summerside . th en left hom e for

Onta rio seeking work. Twent y­
se ven years ago, he moved back
to his Bay of Isla nds hom e town
a nd has r e m a ined th er e eve r­
since.

Like m a ny residents of th e
north shore, Joseph ea r ns his
living in Corner Br ook . " I' ve
been wit h Weste rn Te rm ina l for
10 years," the so ft- s poke n plant
worker says. " It's a goo d jo b
and I like it. There's no probl em
at all in commuti ng back and
forth to Corner Brook ; the
tr affic is rea lly fast in the

morning ."
Summerstde. Joseph says , is a

g r owing community. The
population now stands a t bet ­
ween 900 and 1,000 . For the most
part. it 's a dormitory corn ­
munity , with most families
depending on Corner Brook for
employment. "Some people
lobster a nd salmon fish. " he
remarks, " but there's no one at
it on a large scale. There's
probably potential here for more
development in the fishery , but
you 're really talking about
longttners , not the small inshore
boats ."

Realistically. Summerside
will never be a fishing com­
munity . Bowater is too
dominant in the area . For
ex ample , Summerside felt th e
Bowater slump that hit in e arly
1970. " Pe ople were worried ,"
Joseph remembers . " But rt ght
now , things look better than ever
for the mill. and everyone seems
happy enough."
. Before Joseph went to work
with Western Terminal he spent
so me seven years working as a
prospector. much of it on the
north shore. He still feels that
there's a chance for mineral
development in the area and his
interest in mining hasn 't waned .

While the community has been
incorporated for some time,
Ruth feels that the council lacks
energy. " A good water and
sewer system is a priority for
people here," he believes. " T he
school has a system, but that's
been there for years ." Lik e
other residents, he 's dependent
on his own well for water.
Although it works pretty well,
during the summer months they
have to watch it.

J oseph 's wife , Eunice , is kept
busy during the school ye ar.
She's the principal of the former
Anglican school , one of two
schools in Summerside. It has
close to 100 pupils in Kin ­
dergarten to Grade 3 and serves

Joseph Ruth enjoy s a spectacula r view of B ay of I slands.
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