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History

The Kirke connection
The first settlers along the

Southern Shore of the Avalon
Peninsula were "hardy New­
foundlanders" for sure. In ad·
dition to the three classic
enemies of British North
American colonies: rough
weather, disease, and the
French, these people faced the
open aggression of British fish
merchants who wanted com­
plete control over the Newfound­
land cod fishery, including all
the best harbours and fish·
drying sites.

In 1623 the Province of Avalon
was formally christened by King
James I. He considered it the
first landing of Christianity in
the New World, much as Avalon,
in the·West of England, was the
legendary home of the Holy
Grail and first Christian colony
in England.

Although small colonies had
been attempted at Renews as
early as 1617, it was not until
1621 that colonization on the
Avalon Peninsula began in
earnest. In that year Sir George
Calvert acquired the southern
half of the Avalon Peninsula and
had sent out 20 settlers to
establish a colony in Ferryland.

Calvert was granted the title
of Lord Baltimore when he
acc~pted the Roman Catholic
faith, and in 1627 he sailed over
to Avalon for the first time, later
bringing his family. The
Baltimores took up residence in
"Mansion House" - a large
stone residence at Ferryland··
but stayed only a year before
heading south to Virginia, and
Ferryland was vlrtually
abandoned for about a decade.

A worthy governor for the
struggling colony was finally
found in David Kirke-the bold
privateer who had been
harrying French ships and had
even captured Quebec. As a
reward for his service, Kirke

and three partners were granted
a Royal Charter to the entire
island of Newfoundland in 1637.
The following year, David Kirke
brought 100 settlers to
Ferryland and moved into
Mansion House. He became the
first Governor of Newfoundland.

A very practical leader, Kirke
trained his colonists to defend
themselves. He built a number
of forts in important harbours,
and used armed vessels to
collect taxes from foreign
fishermen. Bartering their fish
for food and other supplies, the
colonists received more wine
and rum than they could con·
sume, so Kirke opened what
was probably Newfoundland's
first tavern. In Mansion House,
visitors were sold their own
liquor at inflated prices.

The stability and strength of
Kirke's colonies was bitterly
resented by the Company of
Western Adventurers, a group of
fish merchants from England's
West Country.

King James I was followed by
King Charles I who supported
the colonial cause, but under the
destructive reign of Oliver
Cromwell, the Western Ad­
venturers won their case against

Kirke. In 1651, Kirke was
arrested as a Royalist and taken
back to England. Stripped of his
power, he died three years later.

Relative peace and security
were now at an end for New­
foundland colonists. Kirke's
forts at Ferryland, St. John's,
and Bay de Verde were
dismantled. No protection
against foreign attacks was
provided. Proposals for
removing all settlers were
seriously considered. Mean·
while. they were freely robbed
and killed by marauding West
Country fishermen. Twice, in
1676 and 1678. these fishermen
undertook to destroy every
house between Cape Race and
Cape Bonavista, looting all
inhabitants.

Colonies in Newfoundland
were not justifiable to England's
strictly mercantile policy and
complete governmental
authority rested in the fishing
admirals who came to New­
foundland for the sum mer
months. As the writer G.O.
Rothney put it. "Normal
civilized society was not
restored until about 1824" - at
which lime Newfoundland of·
ficially became a British colony.
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All around the shore

Port Kirwan wit!J its iced-in fish plant on left.

Cappahayden
This town was called Broad

Cove until Father J. J. Walsh
renamed it after his native
village in Ireland. Some families
now in Cappahayden used to live
in Round Cove, a mile or two
down the shore. John Sheehan's
great-grandfather was the first
Round Cove resident, arriving
from Thomastown, Kilkenny in
1854. Other early families in the
area were Murphys, Lawlors,
Flemings and Dooleys.

Renews
The earliest name for this

harbour was Rognoza, which is
derived from the Portuguese
word for "obstacles." When the
French explorer, Jacque Car­
tier, put in here on his way back
to France in 1536, the place was
known as Rougenouse. Later, it
was called Renoose and
Renowse by English writers.

Renews was first settled in
about 1623 by Lord Falkland,
Deputy of Ireland. His colony
existed until 1626. The John
Berry Census of 1675 reports 57
residents, yet by 1696 this
number had been reduced to
seven. The first cannons were
placed on the Mount at Renews

in 1777, and batteries were
maintained in the harbour until
1815.

Throughout the last century,
the population of Renews was
considerably higher than the
present 436. There were 601
inhabitants in 1836, and a peak of
859 in 1869 before a gradual
decline resulted in a little less
than 600 residents by the turn of
the century. Economic
depression in the 1880s caused
many residents to seek work in
Boston and other American
cities.

Fermeuse and Port
Kirwan

Fermeuse is a community of
French origin and was founded
in the early 16th century as a
fishing station. With its two or
three small coves it was a safe
harbour for fishing boats. Port
Kirwan was probably the first
part of the bay to be settled.

The area, like others along the
shore, was primarily one of
subsistence agriculture and the
catching and curing of fish. In
1950, a fish plant was built at
Fermeuse and the fishing in­
dustry changed gradually from

saltfish processing to one of
frozen processing.

Aquaforte
This community was settled

sometime after 1812 when a
number of Protestant families
moved in from Ferryland. Their
surnames of Croft, Maher, and
Windsor are still found in
Aquaforte today.

Ferryland
This shapely peninsula was

known as Forillon on French
maps well before Baltimore's
colonists arrived. Other early
writers (mostly English) called
it Friezeland and even Fair
Ellen, but Ferryland became
the standard name used by Lord
Baltimore.

Among the early battles
fought at Ferryland, probably
the most famous occurred on
August 31, 1694, when Captain
William Holman defended the
colony against two French
frigates. Working from four
small forts, Holman kept his
men from fleeing into the woods
(normal practice in Newfound­
land colonies) and repelled the
enemy after a five-hour battle.
This was managed with only 30
guns against the French total of
90 guns.

Ferryland was securely
fortified in 1743, when Captain
Thomas Smith placed 20 can­
nons on Isle aux Bois in three
different batteries. The island
was garrisoned until 1760 with
barracks, carpenter shop, and
smithy. Renewed in 1762, 1776
and 1812, the batteries were
finally abandoned in 1815.

In 1836, Ferryland is reported
to have contained 84 houses and
507 residents.

Calvert
This harbour is first men­

tioned by Portuguese explorers
in 1504 as Rio das Pastos ­
"River of the Auk". It was first
called Caplin Bay in 1588 by the
English land agent Whitbourne,
probably due to the fact that
caplin traditionally swam up on
its beaches in greater numbers



Renews' High Battery

than in other bays of the Avalon.
The name was changed from
Caplin Bay to Calvert in 1922.

An interesting story is told
about nearby Brewing Cove ~ it
used to be where the large
sailing ships anchored to brew
spruce beer.

Permanent settlers did not
arrive in Calvert until 1805. In
that year, six families sailed
over from County Wexford in
Ireland: Kehoe (now Keough),
Sullivan, Sweyne (now Swain).
and Wade were their surnames.
These people settled in the area
known as Stone Island, near the
mouth of the bay on the north
side. No one lives there today.
but the foundation stones and old
root~cellars can still be found.
Other parts of the bay were
settled by Boulands, O'Briens.
Clanceys and Reddigans.

By the 1830s, a good boat~

building industry was
established in Calvert, which
provided several 20..ton, five~

man boats for the fishery and
coastal trade to St. John's

Population in Calvert dropped
from 280 in 1836 to 219 in 1845, but
was back to 294 by 1901.

Cape Broyle
During the 1600s, various

European sources refer to this
harbour as Borrell, Cabreuil.
Cape Brolle, Cape Brael. and
Cape Broyle, During the brief
period of Lord Baltimore's
control. it was also known as
Baltimore's Harbour.

Early population figures
report 13 residents in 1696 and 12
families in 1715. These people
died or left the area, and it was
not until 1786 that a permanent
colony was established. The
John Walsh family of County
Wexford in Ireland were the
first to arrive that year,
followed shortly by Kellya,
Grants and Aylwards. Other
early surnames in the com­
munity were O'Brien, Martin.
Kent and Fitzgerald. By 1797.
there were 195 people in Cape
Broyle. Between 1836 and 1857.
the population jumped from 210
to 400. partially due to an influx
of people from the nearby set­
tlement of Brigus ~ escaping
from that exposed location to a '

more sheltered one. In 1901.
there were 409 residents, down
from a high of 541 in 1884.

Good figures are available for
farming in Cape Broyle. There
were 77 cleared acres in 1857. In
1891, the community had 264
sheep, about 45 cows. and
produced 1049 barrels of
potatoes and 94 barrels of tur­
nips.

Brlgus South

It seems likely that early
colonists travelled to Brigus
South from Ferryland and Cape
Broyle sometime around 1628-30
and definitely by the 1700s. The
oldest gravestone in the
cemetery is 1798.

Most of todaY's residents are
descended from the early set~
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tlers. The year 1894 showed the
largest population of around 140
people but in 1978 there were
only 74 inhabit,ants. The com~

munity was entirely Roman
Catholic. except in 1845 when 2
Protestant families were
recorded.

The area was historically onc
of fishing and farming. Families
caught and cured their fish and
grew root crops for their own
consumption. A few beef cattle,
milk cows, pigs and sheep were
also kept. In the 1960s the
community's name was of~

ficially changed to Hillsdale
because some people thought
there was confusion with Brigus.
Conception Bay. Residents did
not, however, acknowledge the
new name and it was officially
changed back to Brigus South
some Gor 7 years later.
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Tors Cove to Bauline
Formerly known as Toad's

Cove, Tors Cove offered a safe
harbour for fishing boats as did
nearby Bauline. Just orr shore
from Tors Cove are two islands.
Fox Island and Great Island.
Fox Island is one of the few
privately owned islands in New­
foundland. Owned by the
O'Driscoli family, it was given
to them by a member of the
Royal (amily many years ago.

Great Island is a bird sanc­
tuary and home to many puffin•.

Witless Bay
WiUess Bay offered shelter

from the northesterly storms to
the fishing ships returning to
Europe after the fishing season.
The harbour here was much less
diUicult to navigate than were
the narrows at St. John's har­
bour. By 1770 this community
was almost entirely Roman
Catholic when there were 11
families in residence.

Bay Bulls
This old community has

probably the most colorful

history of any on the Southern
Shore, as it was the site of a
great deal of military action. A
forl was built there by David
Kirke In 1638, and attacked by
the Dutch admiral DeRuigter in
1665. During later decades, Bay
Bulls became a common place
for convoy commanders to
assemble their fleet in
preparation for the trans­
Atlantic voyage.

The population of Bay Bulls
stood at 68 in 1675, but rose to 172
in 1698. Beginning in 1696, Bay
Bulls was conquered five times
by the French, often in con­
junction with attacks on S1.
John's. In 1696, the English ship­
of-war Sapphire (Called Zephyr
by the French) was captured
there. This is the wreck which
was partially excavated in the
early 1970s. Some ten or twelve
other ships are known to have
sunk there over the years.

The winter of 1704-5 saw one of
several French attempts to
expel the English from New­
foundland. On January 26, 1705,
about 400 French soldiers
arri.ved in Bay Bulls after 11
days of overland marching from
Placentia, which included
wading through four rivers of
fioating ice. The war party
begged on bended knee for
shelter and stayed in the houses
and barns of Bay Bulls for two
days before striking off again to
attack S1. John's - such were the
informalities of colonial war­
fare.

A year-round Justice of Peace
was established in Bay Bulls in
1729. Nathaniel Brookes
acquired the position in the
1730$, became local Naval of­
ficer in 1749, and led the towns­
people on a heroic assult on
the French in 1762. On June 24th
of that year, four French ships
under Count d'Haussonville
landed in Bay Bulls and mar­
ched overland to capture St.
John's three days later. Brookes
led the Bay Bulls residents
through the woods to Petty
Harbour where they boarded
schooners and helped Lord
Colville o( Halifax recapture St.
John's on September 20th.

The path from S1. John's to



Bay Bulls became a common
route for sailors and soldiers
who deserted in St. John's· so
much so that in 1172 a small
cutter was stationed in Bay
Bulls to apprehend them.

A humourous incident oc­
curred in conjunction with
another French attack in 1796.
In early September, a fleet of
French ships intent on attacking
S1. John's were scared away and
took out their frustrations on
Bay Bulls - burning the entire
settlement. The villagers, as
usual, fled into the woods.
Returning to the smouldering
remains of her cottage, one old
woman was so outraged that she
rowed out to the French ad·
miral's ship to demand the
return of her confiscated cow.
She made such a fuss that the
cow was loaded into a pinnace
and ferried back to shore.

The Anglican Church burned
in 1796 was not fully replaced
until the spring of 1864 when a
new one was built on Gun Ridge.
A ne~ Roman Catholic cburcb
was built in 1890.

Petty Harbour
Early records show that Petty

Harbour (Petyte or Petite
Harbour) was used by the
Portuguese in the 15OOs. In 1693,
Petty Harbour was a main
barbour situated within 9 miles
of St. John's. At that time it was
described as "a small cove,
where the ships are fastened I
head and stern, and have about
as much water as they will
draw." It was considered to be
one of the best fishing places in
the land and at that time at·
tracted a summer population of .
50 men and 25 boats. Privateer.'
probably used the barbour as a
refuge as well as a lookout for
ships enroute to St. John's. In
1696, Pelty Harbour was cap­
tured and destroyed by the
French.

While there was the hydro
development in 1900, it changed
the existing settlE!ment very
little.

The harbour does offer shelter
but it was exposed to the nor­
theast, east and southwest
swells. On Jaunary 31, 1966 the

St. John's Daily New. carried
this report:

Petty Harbour was one of the
hardest hit of the fishing com­
munities where 36 fishing
stages, 90 per cent of the landing
facilities used by the 160
fishermen in the village were
destroyed by the wild seas.

In the past, sealing was im­
portant and the meat was used
to feed the dogs that were used
to pull carts and sleds.
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Petty Harbour North Is
primarily Irish and the first
Roman Catholic church was
built in 1832. Petty Harbour
South is primarily English. It Is
the site of the earliest settlers
and the first Anglican Church
was built In 1800.

The history of Petty Harbour
might be said to have three eras.
One, inshore cod-fishing (1500­
1850), two, inshore cod fishing
and agriculture (1850-1940) and
three, inshore codfishing and
commuting to 5t. John's for
work (1940 to present day).
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Education

Early Irish connection

The road and railway

If it was primarily West
Counlry fishermen who came
to the Southern Shore, why
are its residents so steeped in
Irish traditions? Vessels on a
westward passage from
Bristol habitually stopped in
Ireland to load supplies
where they were often
cheaper. At the same time,
many ships took on young·
Irish servants and labourers.

The Southern Shore's first
road was opened about 1840.
If you think today's pot·holed
surface is bad, consider the
following Inspector's repOrt
from many years ago:

"The road is 1().12 feet
wide ...There are several
stumps, and many large
rocks in this road; some of
the rocks are several tons
weight. In levelling this road,
boughs have been used, which
in future should not be
allowed."

Negotiations with the Reid
Newfoundland Company for a

The Boy's School is held in
a miserable hut. neither wind
nor water-tight· the books of
the children showed the in·
jury sustained from the rain
falling on them. The room
could not fairly accommodate
more than a dozen chldren. I
have found 21 huddled
together. half of them obliged
to stand.

- Inspector's RepOrt from
1870, referring to the school in
Cape Broyle.

A Mr. Kelly taugbtscbool in
bis bouse in Cape Broyle as
early as 1832. Other than that,
the earliest evidence of
schools on the Southern Shore
seems to be in 1845, at which
time tbere was one in Renews

Whereas most English
fishermen had families at
home, many of the Irish who
arrived in Newfoundland
were young, single, and
anxious to start a new life.
Some must have deserted
their masters, but many were
abandoned in Newfoundland
when their employers went
bankrupt.

railroad began in 1909, and by
1913, the St. John's to
Trepassey route was com­
pleted. A sample fare was $3
return, Cape Broyle to St.
John's. Grocery and
drygoods merchants of that
city also offered free delivery
of merchandise to the
railroad station as an in·
centive for Southern Shore
residents to buy from them.
But it was soon realized that
traffic and freight were too
light to support the railway. It
sank deeper and deeper into
debt until it was closed In
1932.

with four pupils, another in
Brigus with 67 pupils, and two
schools in Calvert with total
enrollment of 74.

Sisters of the Presentation
Order have taught school on
the Southern Shore for over a
century. Convents were
established for this purpose in
Admiral's Cove _ now Port
Kirwan - in 1853, Ferryland
In 1858, and Witless Bay in
1860. In 1876, the convent at
Admiral's Cove moved to
Renews, which was the
centre of the parish, after a
fire had destroyed their
building in Admiral's Cove.

The Ferryland District
School Board was set up in
Mav 1863.

Famous
people

from the
shore

Captain William Jackman
(May 20, 1837 _ February 25,
1877) was born in Renews and
first became famous as
skipper of the Skipsworth, the
Hawk and the Eagle ­
returning safely from the ice
with large cargoes of seals.
He is most renowned, how­
ever, for a daring rescue of 27
people from the wreck of the
Sea Clipper near SpOtted
Island, Labrador, on October
9th, 1867. This feat involved
27 separate swims of 1200
yards through the icy waves.
In 1868, the Royal Humane
Society presented Captain
Jackman with a silver medal
in recognition of his bravery.

Mike Shallow (1874-1948)
was born in Clare's Cove,
near Port Kirwan, and
became heavyweight
champion of the British
Empire in 1905 by knocking
out Jack Scales in the eighth
round. His fighting career
had begun when his family
lived in Boston duri.ng Mike's
boyhood. He fought a number
of times in St. John's and on
August 23rd, 1904, there was a
benefit held at Prince's Rink
to raise money to send Mike
to fight in England. John
Sheehan of Cappahayden
remembers hearing that
when Mike arrived In
England someone asked him
if be was the best man in
Newfoundland. Mike's reply
was, "No, but I'm the best
man in England!" In 1910,
Mike settled in Grand Falls,
where he worked as a
pipefitter with the A.N.D.
Company. Later he became
fire chief of the town.
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Fishing on the Southern Shore
Beginning in the 1500s

vessels from Portugal, England,
France and the Basque
provinces fished on the Grand
Banks. Temporary fish­
processing camps were built in
sheltered harbours and each
nation tried to retain its fa vorite
shore stations from year to year.

During the 1600s England
gained control of the eastern
coast of the Avalon Peninsula.
But try as they might, these
expert fish merchants could not
prevent setUement in New·
foundland. Soon, illegal seWers
were selling fish to the French
and Portuguese more cheaply
than the English. To add to their
difficulties, the English mer­
chants suffered from rising
costs and heavy losses to
privateers from France and the
13 American colonies. A
significant blow to the English
control occurred when they
signed the' Treaty of Versailles
in 1784, giving the United States
equal rights to the Newfound­
land fishing grounds.

In the following articles we
look specifically at the upper
Southern Shore from 1800 to
1980.

Goodridge
Makes Good

Soon the company had seven
brancb offices, of which five
were on tbe Southern Shore:
Renews, Ferryland, Caplin Cove
(Calvert), Tors Cove and
WiUessBay.

Tbe firm of Alan Goodridge &
Sons went bankrupt about 1912,
although the two sons Alfred J.
and Richard F. Goodridge
established Goodridge &
Company in Ferryland.
Richard was the travelling
partner and according to his son
Harold. he crossed the Atlantic
92 times in his career. When this
operation met bankruptcy some
years later, the premises were
taken over by the Tors Cove
Trading Company under Avalon
and William P. Goodridge. Their
business lasted until ap­
proximately 1962 before being
overtaken by bankruptcy. At
present, the long line of
Goodridge merchants is

represented by Harold
Goodridge who operates a
carpet business in 51. John's.

OveraU, the Goodridge family
was very colourful, often ec·
centric. Alan's older brother,
Charles Medgett Goodridge. for
instance. served in England's
merchant navy, fought at the
seige of San Sebastian in 1812,
was later captured by French
pirates, escaped, and ship·
wrecked. He spent about three
years living a Robinson Crusoe­
type existence with a dozen
other men. Marooned on the
Croisettes, a small group of
islands near the Cape of Good
Hope, the band was rescued by a
Dutch ship and taken to
Tasmania. Goodridge even­
tually managed to return to
England and took up the
respectable life of a country
gentleman in Devonshire.

The politician of the family
was Augustus F. Goodridge,
born in Paignton, Devonshire in
1839. He became MHA for
Ferryland district in 1880 with
the Conservative or Merchant's
Party. In 1894, he served as
Prime Minister of Newfound·
land from April 11 to December
12, resigning during the great
bank crash.

AS control of the Newfound·
land fishery shifted to New·
foundland, a great business
opportunity was seized by Alan
B. Goodridge of Paignton,
Devonshire who arrived in
Renews in 1820. There he bought
out the fish·merchants Stabb,
Rowe and Holom. Headquarters
of the business moved to St.
John's in 1857 and located on the
waterfront site now occupied by
the Murray Premises. The firm
played a decisive role in
establishing Newfoundland's
seafaring tradition, becoming
owners or part"'Owners of at
least 400 vessels. The first four
ships to fly the Goodridge house
flag were tbe Minnie. Rosins,
Clementine. and Mayflower.

-
-

The Goodridge house flag: white pennant and white star on red
background.
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days before the offshore
draggers.

Bonavista
Cold Storage
at Fermeuse

"Northeast Fisheries opened
a seasonal plant here in the
early 1950s," says Richard
Moores, General Manager for
Bonavista Cold Storage at
Fermeuse. "Since we took it
over in 1969 it has been a year­
round operation. Everything
from inshore trap skiffs to off·
shore draggers unload here. We
process all species, including
skate, catfish, and lumpfish
roe." Cod, herring, and squid
are the plant's bread and butter,
however, and last year their
total production reached ap­
proximately 5 million pounds of
'finished product, half o(which
was cod.

Richard Moores' office win­
dow looks down at the wharf and
overhead vacuum unloading
system that feeds fish onto a
conveyor belt some 20 feet in the
air. At full production, the plant
can employ about 350 people
including 70 on the night shift.
Three cutting lines, four trim­
ming lines, and four packing
lines can all be going at once.

that was with four other men
helping. We used to get $3 a
doryload for it in the 1930s, then
$10 by the 195Os." Each
schooner would load about 8 to
10 doryloads of caplin and 4 to 5
of ice, though the advent of
diesel power allowed vessels
such as the A. F. Zwicker to
carry as many as 22 loads of
caplin. John started hauling
about 1926 and stopped when the
banking schooners did.

"I well remember the time in
1963 when Captain Henry Oxner
arrived here in the Theresa
Connor and couldn't get up a
crew,tt says John about the end
of the era. "Back in the '30s
there was once 34 bankers in
Calvert at the one time, a lot of
them native to Newfoundland."
Vessels that John often worked
for included the Bluenose under
Captain Angus Walters and the
Isabel Spindler under Captain
William Spindler.

"It was a dangerous racket,"
Arthur Maher recalls the days
when getting a bait and ice
contract often meant jumping
aboard a moving schooner as
she sailed into the bay. "But you
could sometimes earn $300
before breakfast by baiting two
schooners," he adds. Like John
Sullivan, Arthur Maher often
worked day and nigbt in the

Inshore Fishery
in the 1800s

Handlines and jiggers were
the early methods for fishing.
Dories and whalers outfitted
with several banks of oars and
light, removable, sailing rigs
were the most popular. Boats of
20-ton capacity were being
build in Calvert by the 1830s and
were often used by a 5-man crew
for 10-day fishing trips.

The cod-seine was introduced
in the 1850s and cod traps came
along in about 1865. It is
reported that in 1883, 15 cod
traps were being operated in
Cape Broyle and they caught
3,971 quintals of fish.

Cape Broyle's
Whale Factory

In March, 1903, the Cape
Broyle Trading & Whaling
Company opened, with a licence
to take whales between
Ferryland Head and Cape St.
Francis. The Company took 300
whales that first year, 200 the
next, 80 in 1905, and closed up in
1906. The factory was re-opened
from 1910 to 1918 and in 1920 it
burned down.

Banking
Schooners

The deep harbours of Cape
Broyle, Calvert and Aquaforte
were well-known to captains of
the schooner fleets from
Massachussetts and Nova ScoUa
who began arriving on the
Southern Shore in the 18708.
There they loaded fresh caplin ,
for bait, and ice. Men from the
three communities involved
used to cut blocks of ice from
local ponds and stored it in sheds
along the shore. Caplin were
caught fresh when the schooners
arrived in June.

Decb AWalh spoke with
John Sullivan of Calvert and
Arthur Maher of Aquaforte
about their early days hauling
caplin and ice for the schooners.
"The most caplin I ever hauled
was 59 doryloads in one day," The Southern Shore's only year-round Illlhplant. Bonay/sta Cold
remembers John Sullivan, "and Storage at Fermeuse.
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"The lirl." on the packing line.

Don little (ProducUon Supervisor) atop the conveyor bridge as the
Newfoundland Eagle lea yes the wharf.

"How's the
Fish?" - An
Inshore Report
from Renews
to Cape Broyle

Several common concerns
arose as Decks Awash spoke
with fishermen in Renews,
Kingman's (near Fermeuse),
Aquaforte, Calvert, and Cape
Broyle. Foremost was their
inability to get rid of all the
squid that were around. Plant
freezers filled up very quickly
and fishermen had to dump their
catches. Another widespread
problem was the shortage of
wharf space for unloading. This
reflects the recent increase in
the number of inshore fisher­
men.
Bernard Farrell
(Renews)

"A bit of dredging is badly
needed at the head of our har­
bour," Bernard reports. "There
is only about four-and-a-hall feet
of water now at low tide. Last
year I struck bottom seven or
eight times."

Cod was plentiful from May to
November, with most traps
landing about 200,000 pounds.
There were only six trap crews
011 the go in 1974, but now there
are fifteen. Repairs and an
extension to the government
wharf are expected in 1980,
which should alleviate over­
crowding.

Felix
O'Shaughnessy
(Kingman's)

"Fishermen around here used
to be able to get a second trap
berth from the surplus in draws
at Renews and Aquaforte:'
explains Felix, "Now there are
too many fishermen to do that.
We also had to freeze the
Dumber of trap berths at ten,
which unfortunately prevented a
young fella from entering the
fishery."

Cod was "spotty" in spring
with traps netting 5,000 to 12,000
pounds. The faU fishery was
considerably better with normal
catches of 1,000 pounds per man

have been employing up to 100
women - twice as many as we
used to."

There is no shortage of
competition, however. About
seven fish plants are found along
the Southern Shore within a
distance of 40 kilometres as the
crow rues.

"It's unusual to find a labour
shortage in these days of high
employment," comments
Richard, "but we have had
problems recently with our
workers leaving in the spring to
go fishing or to work in a
seasonal plant, then going on
Unemployment Insurance when
the season closes. M a result we
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per day.
Though fishermen in the

Fermeuse area land their
catches right at the largest plant
on the shore, they are still
unloading with a prong. "The
manager at Bonavista Cold
Storage discussed adapting
their suction hose for small
boats a couple of years ago, but
nothing has yet been done,"
explains Felix.

The fleet in Fermeuse harbour
consists of 30 boats, including
four longliners. There were only
two or three instances of gear
damage by whales last year.

David Payne
(Aquaforte)

"Saving the inshore herring

fisbery is our biggest problem,"
states David. "For the last three
or four years, seiners have been
set in the mouth of our harbour
and taken most of the herring.
Now we hear that inshore
dragging licences have been
issued to boats 65 feet long and
under - that may destroy our
inshore catch altogether."

The inshore and nearshore
fisheries are in direct com­
petition in Aquaforte because
the harbour is about five
kilometers long, but only one
kilometer wide at the mouth.
This makes it very easy for the
moveable gear fishermen to just

wait at the harbour entrance for
the fish.

There are eleven cod trap
fishermen in Aquaforte and two
gillnetters. The trap fishery was
not good last year as catches
were less than 100,000 pOunds
per boat.

"Whale damage is getting
worse every year," complains
David. "One of my traps was
torn up three times last sum·
mer." Apparently, no one in
Aquaforte who lost gear to
whales has applied for com·
pensation from the government,
as they are entitled to do.

Finally, there is a matter of
improvements to the wharf and
the road to it. "For three years
our Fishermen's Committee has
been trying to get action on
this," reports David, "ever
since a wharf rebuilding project
was abandoned when hall
completed. The outside section
is now unsafe for a truck."

Mike Boland Jr.
(Calvert)

There are about 35 boats in
Calvert, all of them trap skiffs.
"We have about 32 trap berths to
draw for," explains Mike,
"which is too many. It is too
easy to get a bad one like [ did
last year - caught only 17,000
pounds in two traps. Another
problem is that three or four
gillnetlers in the community set
their nets too close to the cod
traps and take the fisb."

Caplin was what saved the
Calvert fishery. During July,
Mike Boland operated five
caplin traps and caught about
30-40,000 pounds each day out of
which some 2,000 to 10,000
pOunds of marketable females
could be culled.

Mike Hayden
(Cape Broyle)

"Boy, last year the fishery
was pretty bad," says Mike.
"Our boat only got 26,000 pounds
of cod in the trap, whereas we
got about 450,000 pounds the
year before and the same in
1977."

There was a small amount of
whale damage to fishing gear,
and a lot of squid had to be



dumped when the plant couldn't
take it. The major controversy,
however, surrounds the fish
plant in Cape Broyle. Everyone
that Decks Awa.h spoke to in the
town had harsh words for the
government about it. The plant
opened in October 1979 with a
licence to process squid and
caplin only, which means it
cannot open this year until late

June. "The owners didn't want
one copper from the government
in assistance money," explains
Jim Coady, Jr. "All they're
asking for is a licence for cod. It
would provide a lot of badly­
needed employment here."

Competition with other fish
plants on the shore is apparently
why the plant is not allowed to
process cod, but that doesn't
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hold water with the local people.
"Il's a big injustice, is how 1
would describe it," says Jim
Coady.

"The plants were blocked with
cod for periods last summer and
the year before. If there is any
amount in the traps this year, it
will be worse than ever. There is
enough cod for all of the fish
plants on the Shore."

Port Kirwan community stage
In 1978, many of the residents of Port Kirwan built a community stage. Today, that stage is

owned and operated by the fishermen's committee of Port Kirwan. In the following pictures
taken by Newfoundland artist and Port Kirwan resident, Don Wright, the construction of this
buiI.dWg is documented.

I
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The people and the communities
Controversy in Cappahayden

John Sheeb"n.

11 ~ n

smashed barrels, crates and
furniture.

"I was eight years old when
that happened," remembers
John Sheehan, who has lived in
Cappahayden all his life. "The
fishermen here made glasses by
putting windowpanes into the
bottom of wooden boxes. They
used to push the glass in the
water over the side of a dory to
locate the bodies down below.
For about three weeks the
fishermen used to be jigging
them up off the bottom and
bringing them ashore--about 70
corpses altogether."

Many of the Flor/zel's
passengers had been quite
wealthy, and well-filled money
belts were taken off some of the
bodies. Tom O'Toole of Renews
told Decks Awash of hearing
that some villagers discovered
rolls of paper money washed up
among the kelp on the beach. In
addition, during the 1930s and
1940s a number of deep-sea
divers made unsuccessful at­
tempts to recover the ship's
safe.

"I don't like the way Cassie
Brown portrayed the people of
Cappahayden in her book,"
complains John Sheehan,
referring to A Winter's Tale:

The Wreck of the Florizel,
published by Doubleday in 1976.
"She writes it like we were more
interested in salvaging cargo
than in rescuing survivors. Sure,
it was the Cappahayden
fishermen that showed the
rescuers from other vessels how
to rig up the lines to haul dories
out to the wreck. A lot of the
rescuers had to be saved by
fishermen after their little boats
went bottom up. The sea was not
fit to go out in."

John feels that neither the
plaque erected near Horn Head
nor Cassie Brown's book give
proper credit to the people of
Cappahayden for their all-night

passenger liner Florizel where
she lay a mere 20 yards offshore.
Periodically, a human figure
could be seen dashing across the
icy, sloping deck to a tiny
Marconi house near the funnel.
Along the shore, some 25 dead
bodies rolled in the surf among

1 J

If you ever visit Cappahayden,
take a moment to look out at
Horn Head. Perhaps you can
imagine the chilling sight that
greeted the local villagers on
February morning in 1918.

High waves were breaking
over the twisted decks of the
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Blll and Doreen Hynes with Trevor, 9, and Bl.lr, 5, re.dy lor bed­
time.

Coming home
to Renews

vigil on the beach or their
bravery In the rescue of 44
people from the wreck. This
point of view is strengthened
when one consults the list of
people who received medals for
bravery at sea from the Royal
Humane Society, as a result of
the Florizel experience. Of the
35 medals given out, not a single
one went to a local fisherman.

John takes another slow drag
from his cigarette and gazes
around the gleaming kitchen
where his wife Theresa sits. A
fire is purring in the stove as he
reflects on changes in local
community life that have oc­
curred since the wreck of the
Florizel. "Things is after
changing nearly too fast," he
observes. "It used to be that
cutting wood and tending your
animals and gardens took up aU
the time you didn't spend
fishing. The women used to be
doing as much as the men."

Cattle-drivers to an auction in
St. JohJl's were common in the
faU of the year. People would
walk their livestock in from as
far up as Trepassey. It was a
three-day walk from Cap­
pahayden (under good con­
ditions), spending the first nIght
in Cape Broyle and the next in
Witless Bay. "My great­
grandfather once drove 30 head
of cattle into St. John's all by
himself," adds John. "When the
auctioneer found out how far
they had come, he got an extra
$12 a head for them--a lot of
money in them days."

John admires the wit of the
old-timers and tells DecD
Awa.h a story about the Cap­
pahayden hearse. "They used to
have to carry the coffins to
Renews on a long cart. A buncb
of the people here got into a big
discussion about whether to buy
a fancy horse-drawn hearse.
One fellow was standing aside,
saying nothing. Someone asked
him for his opinion and he
replied, 'I know one thing ­
there'll be no one rushing to
have the first ride in it! !' "

But in John Sheehan's house,
other discussions go on far
longer.

"It's mostly due to the im­
provement of the fishery,"
explains Bill Hynes, "that so
many young people are retur­
ning to this area. In Renews and
Cappahayden there are about
six or seven new homes every
year."

At the age of 21, Bill left
Renews to work in the hospitals
in St. John's. After about 11
years, he returned to the
community, later becoming
postmaster and chairman of the
community council of Renews
and Cappahayden.

As one of the few councils on
the shore, the local people have
been improving their com­
munity since 1968. Ambulance
service was first begun in 1972,

and now there are seven fully­
trained drivers in Renews. A
community stage and bait­
holding unit were built in 1977
with subsidies from provincial
fisheries. The following year, a
large community centre for
dances and meetings was built,
as was a firehall. The summerof
1979 saw two Canada Works
Projects get underway, one to
build a playground, another for
a new skating rink. About four
miles of road were also paved.

The council's funds used to be
boosted by a provincial grant
that paid 200% of the council's
own earnings up to $1,000, then
matched dollar for dollar
(paying 100%) the next $4,000.
Tbis year the system bas been
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changed to provide a grant of
about 50% per capita, plus $3,200
per community road mile. The
Renews-Cappahayden council
fares quite well because they
have 10.7 miles of road.

"The fact that we're less than
100 kilometers from St. John's
has both good and bad aspects,"
observes Bill. "For the sake of
council business, or any
dealings with government, it's
an asset. The main disad­
vantage, though, is that any
small businesses in this area
faces quite a gamble. People are
so used to going down to St.
John's for groceries and other
shopping. Similarly, our
medical facilities are unlikely to
improve.

Besides a few small grocery
stores, there is now a beauty
salon in Renews, which suggests
that the prosperity of the fishery
is opening business op­
portunities. Bill Hynes believes
that there would be good
prospects for small manufac­
turing industries, and he is
probably right. The businesses
would have reasonable access to
S1. John's for supplies and
markets, plus they would ef­
fectively compete in the local
area.

"People here can be quite
reluctant to change," Bill tells
us across his kitchen table, "yet
they will accept the change
when it comes. For example,
there was resistance to our

animals-at-Iarge by-law in 1977,
but now everyone seems happy
to have it. I guess it is un­
derstandable when you consider
that the most people here are
over 50 years old. They are not
about to be opening new
businesses or changing the
community."

Tourism is another area in
which the Southern Shore could
be better developed, according
to Bill. The landscape and
historical attractions have
proven irresistable to many
visitors from the USA and
Canada who return faithfully
every year. DeeD A.alb
certainly agrees that coming
back to the Southern Shore is
better than staying away.

Light housekeeping
at the lighthouse

Many people think a light­
house keeper leads a lonely life,
but Ray Fennelly disagrees.
Born and raised at the Bear
Cove Point Station near Renews
where he is now Chief Keeper,
Ray told us, "We always had a
lot of visitors. especially in the
lummer, and enough chores to

keep us busy. I'd do it all over
again.

"My father, Thomas, was the
[irst keeper of this station. It
opened in August 1914, and about
three weeks later had to be
evacuated due to a forest fire
started by sparks from the
train." Fortunately, the fire did

Jim CbJdley .tBeuCove PolDl

not burn its way out to the Point
and the following year, Ray was
born in the house shown in our
photo.

For about 40 years, the
Fennellys received all supplies
from 81. John's by schooner. A
hand-winch and boom were used
for unloading. Now there is a
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Renews' sacred spot

Catherine Squires

were erected and water from the
healing well at Lourdes was
poured into the spring at
Renews. Like the sacred groV<'s
of Celtic druids, Midnight Hill
supports a surprising variety of
trees: cypress, fir, ha wthorn,
spruce, mountain ash and
golden alder.

"Years ago, some young
hoodlums stole the small piece
of Loucdes rock that we had
reposited in the Grotto," ex­
plains ~atherine Squires of
Renews who has befriended the
many priests and sisters in the
community. "I wrote about the
problem to the editor of the Irish
Sacred Heart Messenger and he
gave me the address of one of
the Sisters of Lourdes. When I
wrote her, she sent me two
pieces of the Lourdes rock - one
for the grotto and a tiny piece for
myself,"

Catherine Squires' home "is

Few places in Newfoundland
can claim to have places of
pilgrimage, but Renews is an
exception. Every year on
August 15, there is a Holy
Procession past the Grotto of
Our Lady of Lourdes, located
beside the church on Mass Rock
or Midnight Hill.

Before the Proclamation of
1784, when it was against British
law to be a practising Roman
Catholic, the villagers of
Renews used to meet at Mid­
night Hill to hold secret masses.
Monsignor McCarthy of Renews
parish decided to honour the site
of Midnight Hill and built the
Grotto in 1926.

Various connections were
established with the site of
Lourdes, France, where the
Virgin Mary appeared 18 times
to young Bernadette Soubirous
in 1858. Marble statues of Our
Lady of Lourdes and Bernadette

"

paved road to the Point and the
winch lies rusting on the rocks.

The original light tower was a
wooden one attached to the
house. This design feature was
especially appreciated on
stormy nights, as the spring
mechanism that turned the
lenses had to be wound every
midnight, except on short
midsummer nights.

The main hardship of living at
a lighthouse is apparently the
distance to schools. Ray recalls
an often bitterly cold two-and-a­
half mile walk to school each
morning. In order to spare his
own children from the same
fate, he moved his family to Port
Kirwan in 1962.

Jim Chidley became assistant
keeper in 1952, toward the end of
horse-and-cart days at Bear
Cove Point. Modern times really
struck in 1961, however, when
the existing metal tower was
installed and the kerosene light
was replaced by an acetylene
one. Then in 1973 came elec­
trification of both light and fog
alarm. The latter had previously
run on diesel-compressed air.

With each modification, the
keepers' duties have dwindled.
"Now we've got a fog detector ..
that automatically turns on the
horns when necessary," shrugs
Jim Chidley. "Maintenace of

~~~~g~:.rJdo:~:~~;:;:~~~~~:;: .'
the plugs and fuses."

The sta tion is listed now as one
of seven in the Province that are
due to be cut back to a one-man
operation, meaning that it will
not be attended around the
clock. Ray Fennelly's job will
not be filled when he retires
later this year.

The only other lighthouse
between Petty Harbour and
Cappahayden is the one in
Ferryland which is now fully·
automatic. It is still housed in its
original wooden tower, dating
from 1870. William Costello was
the first keeper there, and the
job was passed on to his two sons
in turn, Augustan and John Will.
Augustan's son William was the
last of the Ferryland'''' __-"''-AOll.
lightkeepers.
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lined with many religious prints
and photos, including priests
and sisters who have served the
community over the years. and
a chart of all the Popes through

history. She does not have much
use for the unfriendliness and
hustle of modern life. "People
used to walk the seven miles
from Cappahayden to attend

Sunday Mass here and never
miss a week." she recalls.
"Now, if they can't drive their
car to it, they won't go
anywhere."

Rev. J. J. Walsh. a community leader - (origin.1
photo in possession ofCatherine M. Squires).

Presenting the Presentation Sisters
Within the impermanence of

modern society. a great sense of
relief can be found by looking
over the annals of the Presen­
tation Order in their various
Southern Shore convents. There
you will onen see the same
handwriting and the same
colour of ink recording entries
for 40 years or more. With their
gardens. livestock. and school
students to look after. the Sisters
have maintained a productive,
stable way of Hfe for over a
century. Annal entries such as
"1883-There were no
significant events this year,"
are quite common.

The village of Port Kirwan
was named in honour of Mother
Mary Bernard Kirwan who was
first Superior of the convent and
school that were established
here in 1853. A native of Galway,

The Renews Convent libr.ry with Sisters Elinbetb Kennedy (left) Ireland. Mother Kirwan died
and P,ltrice Sullivan. only four years after moving to



what was then called Admiral's
Cove. In 1876, the convent
tsurned down and the five Sisters
moved to Renews which was the
centre of the parish. Superior at
this time was M.M. Joseph
O'Donnell from Tipperary. Rev.
J.J. Walsh from Thomastown,
Kilkenny was the first parish
priest who served the area from
1872 until his death in 1912.
Besides organizing the building
of church, convent, and
presbytery, he was local
Chairman of Roads and ap­
parently provided the parish
with the best roads on the Shore.

The graves of M.M. Kirwan
and M.M. Magdalen O'Neill,
located under the convent
chapel in Admiral's Cove, were
dug up by Father McCarthy in
1940 to determine their exact
location. Silver rings and rosary
crucifixes from the corpses
were given over to the
Presentation archives in St.
John's. .

The Ferryland Convent was

opened in 1858 under M.M.
Ignatius Quinlan with two other
Sisters. There were 56 young
girls in their classes the first
year. SUbjects taught were
Religion, Good Manners,
Reading, Writing, Arithmetic,
Singing, Music, Physical
Exercise, and Plain & Fancy
Needlework.

Part of the convent building
burned, but was rebuilt. The
cornerstone of the new
Ferryland convent was laid in
1913.

The Witless Bay Convent
opened on June 3rd, 1860 under
M.M. Bernard O'Donnell, ac­
companied by three other
Sisters. As they journeyed from
St. John's, people were waving
flags and firing guns for several
miles. The Sisters began
teaching school in the church
and had 100 children, aged five
to eighteen. A new school house
was built in 1861.

In more recent years, the
Sisters have ceased their far-
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ming activities to concentrate
more fully on teaching duties'
and School Board ad­
ministration. Of the 14 Sisters on
the Shore, six are school prin­
cipals. During the summers,
they attend courses all over
North America to keep in touch
with new developments in
Education.

Sisters in the Order used to
spend their entire career in one
or two convents, but now there is
much more mobility. This
results in Sisters often being
strangers to the communities in
which they teach. Another
change in the local schools is
that not all of the teachers are
Sisters. "The old system was a
little more supportive," com­
ments Sister M. Patrice
Sullivan, Superior at Renews.
"This was due to us living and
planning our work together as
well as teaching together.
Nevertheless, we are quite
content with the way things
are."

He shoots, he scars!

Bay Bulls stick-handles through the Fermeuse defence.

Players scramble for the puck
in the corner and refs are too far
away to see the deliberate
tripping, the sly stick-to-the­
ribs. Suddenly, gloves and
helmets are thrown to the ice as
players attack one another, fists
flying. The referees move in, but
are too late to prevent cuts and
bruises that send several
players off the ice and one young
fellow to hospital for stitches
barely ten minutes after the
game begins.

While attending a Sunday
night game between the Fer­
meuse and Bay Bulls teams,
Deeks Awash spoke to Jim
Walsh, exasperated coach for
Fermeuse. "A Cella doesn't
mind some rough play, but what
we're getting now is entirely too
physical," complains Jim. "It
is not good hockey anymore.
There are excellent players
from all over the shore now
who' refuse to play hockey
6ecause it has gotten too
rough."

Fermeuse has the league's

"least physical" team and
tonight's game puts them
against the "most physical
team". "It's discouraging for
us," adds Jim, "this being our
first year in the Senior League.
Average age of our players is

only 20, while Bay Bulls' team
averages about 27."

Differences in age, size and
experience would not be too
serious, though, if the games
were well refereed. But in
speaking to fans and players,
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Young fellas in Ferryland - "dyin' for a game ofhockey!"

Here lies the wreck of the Islex, near Fermeuse, where she was
beached in 1948. A fire started aboard the vessel as she left Fer­
meuse with a load of salUish. The crew abandoned the Islex, but
Martin Walsh and some other men of Fermeuse boarded her and
unloaded what they could before she was beached.

For years now, hockey has
provided a spirit of community
among players, spectators and
fund-raisers on the Southern
Shore. It is still one of the few
organized activities for young
people. If hockey is allowed to
die, because of injuries, of­
ficiating or lack of facilities, will
it be replaced by anything as
potentially constructive?

any deeper into debt," explains
John, "but the SSPRA is at its
lowest ebb ever. I would like to
get a softball league on the go
this summer. but I know that tt:e
co-operation just would not be
there to do it."

The sad part of all this, ac­
cording to Jim Walsh, is that a
strong Senior Hockey League is
needed to pay for the costs of
junior and minor hockey. The
minor leagues, in turn are the
life blood of the whole system ­
training players who move up
the line to senior hockey.
Neither league can survive
without the other. "I've never
seen such enthusiasm for minor
hockey as there is now," says
Jim. "They wants a game of
hockey some bad, and it's
shockin' that they can't get the
opportunity.' ,

John Glynn is president of the
Southern Shore Physical
Recreation Association
(SSPRA) - the group that
organizes senior hockey and has
been trying to revive junior
hockey, among other activities.
At age 24, John is younger than
many of the hockey players and
he feels that his hands are tied
unless he gets more support
from communities and
businesses on the shore.

"The Senior Hockey League
was $2,100 in the hole last
October when I took over and we
have managed to avoid going

"If we had an arena
somewhere on the shore, in­
terest in hockey would boom
again," predicts Loyola. "About
three years ago there was
$400,000 in federal and provin­
cial grants available to build an
arena, but no one was willing to
take on the project." An arena
would have to be somewhat
centrally-located, which creates
a problem because there are no
community councils between
Calvert and the Goulds near St.
John's.

Dec:ks Awash discovered that
sloppy, uneven officiating was
everyone's first complaint about
the games.

This year. there are four
teams in the Southern Shore
Senior Hockey League: Cape
Broyle, Fermeuse, Ferryland
and Bay Bulls. Various teams
from other communities, in­
c:Iuding the defending cham­
pions in Calvert, are out of the
league this year in protest
against rough play, or because
they could not get together
enough players.

Loyola Sullivan, a teacher at
Baltimore High School in
Ferryland, played for five years
in the senior league and
remembers the "good old days"
when a Sunday night game used
to bring a dozen or more
busloads of fans into the
Feildian Gardens in St. John's.
Attendance now is about one
quarterof what it was.
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Have you ever wanted to
immobilize a horse?

"You just pull out his top lip
and wrap a piece of line around
it that has a bight in each end,"
begins Arthur Maher of
Aquaforte, gesturing with his
big brown hands. "Pass a
hammer handle through the
bights, then twist 'er up bar
tight. That's called 'the grin,'
and it will paralyze every nerve
in his body until you release the
twist. It's great for shoeing a
contrary horse, but you may
have to put him up against a
fence or he'll fall over."

Arthur has just bought himself
a 1980 diesel pick-up, but he still
swears by his tobacco-chewing
horse, Rudolph, when it comes
time lor a trip into the woods.

Arthur and his cousin, Jim,
who lives next door each keep
animals on their steep roadside
lots. They have 18 sheep, lour
ducks and two horses. Small

_ barns keep them in the winter,
but come summer they may go

Animals of Aquaforte
J

Jim Maber surrounded by hungry mouths.
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to the nearby Ferryland Pasture
along with some 400 other
animals from communities on
the Southern Shore.

"The pasture is about 5,000
acres," says Aiden Carew, head
keeper there for six years now.
"The government paid all the
expenses of upkeep in years
past, but things have changed
for this season."

A local committee has been
set up to administer the pasture
and the govelnment will pay
them $60 per head of cattle and
$60 for each group of seven

sheep or lambs. In addition,
each animal owner pays $5 per
head of cattle, $1.30 per sheep
and 15(: for each lamb for the
whole grazing season. "Still, I
can't see it paying for itself,"
predicts Aiden. "Besides my
wages to pay, there's the cost of
drainage, fertilizer, limestone,
new fence posts, lice spray, and
sheep dip to cover."

Dogs getting into ~"e pasture
and killing sheep was a problem
three years ago when 15 sheep
were lost. The following year
only three sheep were killed in
this way, and since then the

problem has not arisen.
In recent years, the com­

munity pasture has been getting
a bit crowded. Last summer
there were 70 head of cattle on it,
and 315 sheep and lambs. "June
and July are alright," adds
Aiden, "but by August the grass
just doesn't come back fast
enough, even with fertilizer."
Part of this is due to hot
weather, and part to the many
munching mouths. Never­
theless, the Ferryland Pasture
provides a fine example of how
agriculture can adapt to the
conditions of a number of fishing
villages along a steep coast.

Ferryland's financier
"By washing dishes and

working in a laundry in
Greenland, I got enough money
to buy a truck," explains Ber-

~:~dth~aOv~;a:~OI~~a~~r~~I~~:
Southern Shore. "After a few
years of running a wholesale
business from my home, I
bought out the Southern Shore
Trading Company's building
here. Then I kept goin', kept
goin', and gradually bought out
a snack bar and amusement
centre in Ferryland, a general
store in Renews, and a gas bar
in Ferryland."

Bernard's main building Is on
the site of major merchant
operations since the 1600s. Over
the centuries it has passed
through such hands as: Hold­
sworth, Carter, Alan Goodridge
and Sons, Tors Cove Trading
Company, J. H. Johnston,
Ferryland Co-op Society,
Southern Shore Trading Com-

pany and Northeast Fishery.
Bernard, at age 19, did $75,000

worth of wholesale business in
hiS first year. The following
year, it was up to $125,000 and
now at age 43 he does about $2
million wholesale and $1 million
retail. Not bad for someone with
a grade 2 education. "What's the
good of an education?" he asks.
"I see young fellas coming out
the Trades College who can't
find work and will jump at the
chance to drive a truck for half a
day."

When Deck. AWalh first
went looking for Bernard in his
warehouse we found him on the
floor, cutting the lid off a carton.
"Like a flunkey, I am," he ex­
plains. "In the course of a day
you will find me driving trucks,
unloading them, doing paper­
work, picking up a lot of gar­
bage, and just keeping an eye on
everything. No one is really boss

around here. I don't ask my
employees to do anything I don't
do myself. And I feel I have the
best employees on the island."
He also has a very loyal staff.
Many of them have been with
him for over 15 years.

The lack of a bank on the
Southern Shore causes some
headaches for Bernard, who
changes about $30,000 worth of

~:::i::l::;~~~e~~~k~~~~kWt:u~:
accepted here," he comments.
"People would be afraid of the
bank teller knowing about their
business or personal savings.
Just old-fashioned, I guess. Last
year I lost $49,000 in bad debts
largely due to small business
bankruptcies. This year I came
out of it and made a little profit.
Banks have fits over stuff like
that." For someone like Ber­
nard Kavanagh, though, it's just
business as usual.

The site of major merchants' operaUons in Ferryland since the 1600s.
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