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introduction
between the covers

Magazines never take holidays. They
regularly appear on your newsstands and in your
mail box. But the people who write and publish
magazines -are different. They need breaks ­
vacations which clear their minds so they can
come back brimming with new ideas.

After eight years of writing, editing, and
publishing DeckJ Awa.h, your editor took an
extended holiday - eight weeks. In her absence,
David Wegenast and Sally Le Messurier carried
on. David went to Twillingate and New World
Island to interview and photograph the people
who appear in this issue. Then he ran back to the
office, typed away, meeting the deadline just
before another important date, his marriage. As
he pulled sheels out of his typewriter, Sally
gathered them, edited the material and added
her own stories. Meanwhile, Janet Oliver and
Hazel Harris were doing all the nitly-gritties that
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have to be done for every publication. When the
hard work was done, your editor reappeared
from her summer cabin and looked it over. It
was a terrific job.

That is what is called teamwork. Each of us
can fill in for the other in an emergency. And
teamwork is vital to the life of any publication.
It's great to have such a terrific, talented,
energetic crew who understand the importance
of getting Decks Awash out to the readers right
on schedule.

In our October issue all hands will be on deck
to look at the very complicated topic of justice.
We will be looking at our laws, who makes them,
how each of us, as individuals, are aCfected by
them and what happens if we disobey them.

~~~
Editor

For a free subscription if you live in Newfound­
land or Labrador, please write to Decks Awash
Magazine, Extension Service, Memorial
University of Newfoundland, St. John's, NOd.
Ale 557, telephone (109) 731-8486. For those
living on the mainland and abroad, a sub­
scription at $6.00 a year is available from the
above address. Cheques and money orders
should be made payable to Memorial University
of Newfoundland, attention Susan'Sherk.
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history

Introduction to the area

. New World Island has the largest land area
(about 32 kilometers by 12 kilometers wide at the
widest), as well as a heavier forest cover and
more variety to the terrain. Most of the central
and eastern reaches of the island are low to the
water, while the western section of the coast Is
rocky with many cliffs a hundred feet high.

South Twillingate Island measures about 9.6
kilometers by 6 and has terraIn similar to that 01
New World Island, but scaled down. North
Twillingate Island is smallest of the three (6.5
kilometers by 3.5) with' the least percentage 01
forest cover, and bigh cliffs on the northern end.
It has a high, rounded, barren appearance rather
like a turtle's back, '

In economic terms, the Twil1ingate Islands are
more developed than New World Island with its'
widely separated communities. The main cenJ

tres for employment, commerce and services
seem to be Twillingate, Summerford, and VirgiLi
Arm.

PopaIaUoD fl&urel (lI7SeelllU&)
New W__

.....-...
Cobb'.AnD·I7J
CaWe'.II1aQd·404
IIerrtq Neek/SuJUly.lde-11
aw.racte ·140
lDdlu Cove· 72
1I0ret0a'. Harbour· 251
PIke'. Arm (iDelud1DJ Berrin& Neck) ·101
lkuDmerford •I.
'ftaard', Barbour-152
VIrIlD ..... -no
W1We',Gu1dII·ZIO Total 3111

TwIIlIq:.te b1aDdI
BbdfBead Con ·174
Crow Bead· m
Darrell', AnD·1U1

=,~=:~ TotalD71
TwIIlIq.te -ltOt (eIt1mated at o...r 4000 iD u.)

Total1lllN

General History
A burial site dating to around 1500 B.C. was

uncovered in June of 1967 near
Twillingate. Because of this grave, it is safe to
assume that Maritime Archaic people were
represented in the area.

Frank and Stanley Curtis were digging a pit
for an outhouse on September 2,1966, when they
discovered a collection of spear points and other
artifacts. In June of the following year, under the
direction of Donald MacLeod from the Natural
Museum of Canada and Conrad Heidenreich of

McMaster Umversity, a number of other graves
at the Curtis Site were excavated. These yielded
a total of 75 pieces including spear points, axes,
,adzes, gouges, plummets and crystals.

The Maritime Archaic people were known for
smearing their bodies with red ochre and
migrating along coastal and river areas. Their
habitation and hurial sites have been found at
Port Au Choix on the Northern Peninsula, at
Riviere-du·loup, Quebec and Alamoosook in
Maine.

During the late 1500s the waters around
'Twillingate and Notre Dame Bay were fished by
the English and the French. Twillingate was first
«.nQ)Vn ,as "Toulinguet". It was thus named by
French fishermen after another group of islanes
of the same name that lie off the French Coast
near Brest. But the French never settled
Twillingate.

Beothuck residents' claim to the area was first
disturbed by a small number of English families
who arrived in the year 1700, Lawrence Smith
settled on the north island in a place still known
as Smith's Lookout or Lookout Green (up near
the communications tower behind the main
Twillingate Post Office). The Moore family
settled in Back Harbour, the Youngs on the South
Island and the Bath family in Jenkin's Cove.

Beothuck resentment made firearms a
necessity when travelling the long distances
between settlements. As a result, many of the
families saw each other only 30r 4 times a year.

The colony at Twillingate grew steadily and by
1738, Captain Vanburgh's census indicates that
there were 16 families or 184 people, and of these,
152 were year-round residents. There were also 2
ships and 6 boats in the community. Twelve
thousand quintals of fish were caught and the
community produced £440 worth of sea oil.
During the 1760s and 17705 the Labrador fishery
from Twillingate was begun and at this time the
community also was frequently harassed by
Yankee privateers.

A fairly good economic profile of the



Twillingate area exists for the year 1857. There
were 400 fishing vessels with 793 nets and seines
among them. There were also 40 sealing vessels,
207 meat cattle, 120 milk cows, 8 horses, 34 sheep
and 819 pigs and goats. The area's population in
1857 was 2,348 residents including 2 clergy, 1
doctor, 13 mechanics,S merchants and 1,297
fishermen. That year the people grew 7,141
barrels of potatoes, 154 barrels of turnips, 139

I
tons of hay; made 6,416 Ibs. of butter and built 9
boals.

St. Peter's Anglican Church in Twitlingate, built in 1842.
Note the cherub head counterweight on the gaslight
chandelier and also the high pulpit.

Church history
and education
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Many of the Twillingate people came from the
West Country of England and a number of the
early merchants in Twillingate were branch
managers of companies from the South West
Coast of England. In particular, the connection
with Poole in Dorset is remembered through
inter-locking church history. When St. James'
Church in Poole was rebuilt in 1819 many of the
large pine support posts and timbers came from
Newfoundland. Then in 1845 some 3 years after a
new 51. Peter's Church was built in Twillingate,
some large brass chandeliers and lamps were
purchased from St. James' Church in Poole
which had been converted to gaslight in 1844. A
number of these still remain in the church.

By 1831 the first Methodist congregation in
Twillingate was holding secret meetings in the
home of Brother Moores. The first Wesleyan or
Methodist missionary established in Twillingate
was Rev. William Marshall who arrived in 1842
and shortly thereafter oversaw the building of
the congregation's first church. Within a few
decades the Wesleyan congregation grew to be
larger than the Anglican. In 1884, there were
1,109 Anglicans, 2,417 Wesleyans, 21 Roman
Catholics and 18 people in the congregational
religion.

In 1890 the Salvation Army arrived in
Twillingate and Captain T. Collier was the first
officer. In 1896 Twillingate Island had its first
high school. It opened on the southside with a Mr.
A. Hopkins as its first principal.-The most prominent religious groups in

Twillingate Area were lQ.e Anglican Church and
the Wesleyans. The Annals of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
record that a congregation of Anglicans had been
meeting in Twillingate for several years before
their first resident priest stepped off the boat.
This was the Reverend John Leigh who arrived
in Twillingate on October 3,1816.

By 1819, a church and parsonage were finished
and a school was being well attended. The SPG
report for 1825 indicates that the Anglican
Church was attended by the whole population of
Twillingate with the exception of about 30
Roman Catholics.

The Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia, Reverend
John Inglis, consecrated the first St. Peter's
Church and Burial Ground on July 1, 1821 and
also confirmed 93 people.

He wrote: "People seemed uncouth and wild
with little devotion and much apathy. Some of
the newly confirmed showed good feeling but the
church was so noisy and so much interrupted by
running in and out during the service, that after
the close of it I collected the principal persons
and spoke so much and so seriously on these
points that with much apparent sincerity they
promised their best endeavour for im­
provement."

Sealers on the ice pans· (Courtesy Ayre and Sons).

The great haul of1862
Twillingate has long been famous for sealing

due to the fact that ice pans carrying the seals
often strike into land on the shores of
Twillingate. In 1862, there were over 30,000 seals
taken by the people of Twillingate. In gratitude
and commemoration, a huge bell was cast in
England and placed in the tower of St. Peter's
Anglican Church.

An account of the great haul is recorded in
Parson's Christmas Annual for the year 1900. It
records that the seals struck on March 10 and a
number of men went out after them but the ice



Twillingate Harbour trom the hOSpital grounos on South
SIde. lookout Green on North Twillingate Island Is just
to the right of the highest point of land. FIsh plant wharf
juts out Into the harbour centre.

North Twlllingate waterfront In 1904 -(Courtesy Mrs
Lorna Stuckless).

Businesses
of Twillingate
The first two merchants of fish and general

goods were the Noble family and John Slade.
Both came from England and were well
established by the year 1760. In 1883 Cox and
Slade's business in Twillingate harbour was sold
to Edwin J. Duder of Poole, England. Duder's
had the largest fishing and merchant fleet in the
British empire with Poole being their
headquarters.

There were over a dozen fish merchants in
Twillingate but some of the main ones were:
Hodges, who came over from Fogo in 1871; Earle
Sons and Company (established on the South
Side) who came over from Fogo and bought out
John W. Owen; E.J. Lindfield who was
established in 1888; and Manuels who set up on
the North Side by buying out the Cox and Slade
premises there. In 1897 part of the Duder
business was sold to Ashbourne.

As pointed out by Mrs. Lorna Stuckless at the
Twillingate museum, the area's self-sufficiency
has declined quite considerably over the years.
"There used to be Colbourne's furniture factory
here, 2 or 3 cooperages, the same number of
blacksmiths, Facey's tin shop, a customs office,
a drama club and many other facilities both
cultural and commercial."

The Twillingate Mutual Insurance Company
insured many vessels in Twillingate. For,
example, in 1888 they had 193 vessels insured, 134
of these belonged to Edwin Duder. There was
also a newspaper called the 'TwillingateSun
which published from June'20, 1880 to January
31.1953.

Ariceen.Gross lonnage: 416. Built In LIverpOOl, Nova
Scotia 1917, purchased by William Ashbourne in 1918,
she made a number of voyages to Mediterranean ports
with cargoes 01 fish. On October 29, 1921, while riding at;
anchor In TwilHngate harbour alter having arrived safely
with full general cargo the previous day, she was driven
ashore by a northeast gale and became a tolal wreck.

drifted from shore and about five men died. One
man on that day abandoned his seals on a pan
about 2 miles from land after carving his initials
on the top pelt. On March 14, fierce northeast
winds blew the ice and the seals back to
Twillingate and the hunt began in earnest. The
man who had abandoned his tow of seals found
them seven days later on the same ice pan with
his initials still prominent on the top pelt. He then
towed them ashore.

"The golden and greasy harvest continued for
over one month and many men a shade more
fortunate made that spring one hundred pounds
each," reads Parson's Annual. "One woman
whose husband had been ill for several years and
they with young children took her rope and galf
and like a true heroine earned many pounds
towards feeding her little ones and added a few
comforts to the happiness and the welfare of her
suffering husband."

In fact the good sealing in Twillingate was
responsible for its recovery from a severe bank
crash on December 10, 1894 (Fatal Black Mon­
day).

Arthur Manuel's store in Twillingate many years ago.
Located today on the same property, It is managed by
Arthur's grandson, Ernest. With a new hardware and
building supplies store added In 1979, total sales area is
over 48,000 square feet. The company ceased its fishing
operation In the late 1950s when Fishery Products plant
opened In Twillingate.
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Sleepy Cove mine workings.

Sleepy Cove
copper mine

North of the town of Twillingate near the Long
Point Lighthouse there i~ a rocky little cove with
a difficult harbour entrance. But Sleepy Cove
was once the site of an active copper mine
operated by the Great Northern Copper Com­
pany and at least one shipload of ore was ex·
ported. The peak of the operation was about
1918 and it finally closed in 1920. The ore itself
was a high quality chalcopyrite. The mining
equipment was also high quality consisting of a
150 horse power boiler, a jaw rock crusher, a 500­
foot-long belt conveyor, a ball mill and many
other pieces of machinery. The ore was mined by
an open quarry method and a Twillingate native
by the name of Obadiah Hodder was the general
manager and treasurer of the local company.

DECKS AWASH-7

Transportation to
Twillingate

This is something to read as you speed across
the five causeways that connect the Twillingate
Islands to the shore of Notre Dame Bay near
Boyd's Cove.

June and Stewart Thoms of Boyd's Cove well
remember what it was like more than 20 years
ago, before the causeways existed. There was
many an occasion for getting someone to the
Twillingate Hospital. "Wintertime was the
easiest," remembers Stewart. "Because a good
dog team could make Twillingate in about three
hours from here. And you could also go there
with a horse and slide. But trips in the summer
often took a whole day."

The first leg of the journey was a boat trip
from the shore out to Dark Hole on New World
Island where there was a tramway that ran down
to the landwash. The tracks ran about a mile
across the island to Virgin Arm. There was both
a hand-pumped trolley and a long flatcar. The
old tramway was quite handy lor cutting right
across the centre of the island and eliminating
many sea miles travelling around either end of
New World Island.

There were some cases of sick people being
carried bed and all from a boat unto the tram·
way and then into another boat at Virgin Arm for
the trip to Twillingate. Someone in Virgin Arm
would then take them to Purcell's Harbour on
Twillingate, if the wind was northwest; or they
would take them to the Baby Wharf on the north
side of Twillingate if the wind was from the east.
(The Baby Wharf was so named because a
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These wheels and a few feel of overgrown rail are alltha!
remain to be seen of the old tramway

pregnant woman once had her baby there on the
way to the hospital.

"The trip often took a whole day." points out
June Thoms. "You'd round up a party of about
six people here and some of those would only go
as far as Virgin Arm, but bad weather caused
long delays and sometimes if you'd get to
Twillingate in the afternoon, the doctor wouldn't
be able to see you until the next day."

According to Stewart Thoms. another delay
was often imposed if the trolley happened to be
in Virgin Arm when your boat landed in Dark
Hole. The trolley. you see, was also used to carry
other cargo such as boats and loads of wood.
Apparently it could haul about 2 cords of wood if
you hooked on a horse to help pull.

People from Twillingate used to cut wood on
Chapel's Island and then haul it across New
World Island on the tramway.

By 1962, work was begun on a series of
causeway links between Twillingate Island and
Boyd's Cove. The causeways were as follows:

1. Reach Run (Boyd's Cove to Chapel's
Island).

2. Southern Tickle (Chapel's Island to Southern
Island).

3. Curtis Causeway (Southern Island to Dildo
Island).

4. Northern Tickle (Dildo Island to New World
Island).

5, Main Tickle (New World Island to South
Twillingate Island).

Main Tickle was not actually closed by a
causeway until 1913. The ferry Ambrose Shea
served there until it was destroyed by fire in 1966
and then the John Peyton served the Tickle from
1966 to 1973. It now takes about 30 minutes to
travel from Boyd's Cove to Twillingate, winter
or summer.

~

Local roads
"Our excellent carriage roads of which we

ha ve about 40 miles are kept clean, made of
whitish-brown gra vel. mixed with limestone.
which bakes to the hardness and smoothness of
concrete, giving enUre satisfaction to cyclists ...
The town is most quiet; being under the Local
Option Law, there are DO carousals by day or by
night."

-Christmas Edition,
Newfoundland Quarterly. 1901

The roads on Twillingate were indeed very
good and as early as 1844, there was work down
on a bridge between the north and south
Twillingate islands. Before the courthouse
burned down in 1968, it was claimed that a 50­
cent-piece could be rolled from the government
wharf to the courthouse, which was a gentle
downgrade of almost a mile.

Roads on New World Island are another story.
They have been built much more recently and
now there are 52 kilometers of gravel road on the
island. A comparison between Twillingate and
New World Island. shows that both areas have
about the same ratio of paved to gravel roads.
On New World Island there are 62 kilometers
paved and 52 kilometers gravel. On Twillingate
Island there are 26 kilometers paved and 21
kilometers of gravel road.

Winter sports
"It was not unusual in winter on holidays to see

several sleighs and horses driving on the har­
bour. There would also be many schooners
moored for the winter in the ice and when
skating was good. the young people would hang
lanterns on the masts of the schooners and the
harbour was alive with young and old skaters at
nights as well as by day. Also there were several
iceboats which provided good sport. We smaller
children who were not able to have iceboats, just
sat on the slide. took off our coats and with arms
outstretched, used them as sails to let the wind
take us. Sometimes things got out of hand and we
had to be rescued from drifting out of the har­
bour."

-Mrs. Mary Hewlett
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, TwllIingate's new hospital appears on upper left, staff
residence to the right 01 the road and the old hospital Is
boarded up Just below.

The Notre Dame Bay Memorial Hospital
Originally dedicated to those who had paid the

supreme sacrifice in World War I, the hospital in
Twillingate since 1924 has seen remarkable
dedication on the part of its staff members. For
many years it was the only hospital between St.
Anthony and St. John's. even though Notre Dame
Bay had a population of 30,000 people.

During 1920. The Twil1ingate Sun launched an
appeal for funds that ultimately received about
$20,000 from various sources including local
residents, government and people in the United
States. Building was begun in 1922 and the
hospital officially opened on September 20, 1924,
Dr, Charles E. Parsons was the first superin­
tendent.

To many people in Newfoundland and parts of
Canada, Dr. John M. Olds personifies the spirit
of the hospital at Twillingate. For 50 years he
served as chief of medical and surgical services.
At a time when World War II had conscripted
most medical staff, Dr. Olds carried on as the
only doctor at the Notre Dame Hospital for two
years, often caring for more than 100 patients at
atime.

As an example of his devotion to the local
people he once spent five weeks with the sealers
on the ice. He shipped out on the M. V. Bessie
Marie to gather background information on a
local ailment known as "sealers finger", This
condition was common among Newfoundland
sealers but not among the sealers of other
nations. Dr. Olds discovered that it was largely a
result of sealers' hands coming in contact with
the eye fluid of the seal.

In 1968 Dr. Olds was awarded the Centennial
Medal by Governor-General Roland Mitchener.
The following year he received the Canad.a
Medal. In 1970 when the community wished to
offer a memorial to Dr. Olds' 40 years of service
at the hospital. he suggested that the donations
should be put towards a medical library for the
hospital. Enough donations were received that a
capital sum of $14,000 was invested. The interest
from this is used regularly to purchase new l
volumes. subscribe to periodicals and generally
keep updating the library as the years go on. The
federal hospital accreditation team visited the
hospital in July, 1980, and reported that the
library there is one of the best they have ever
seen in a hospital of that size.

John Olds was born in Windsor. Connecticut.
March 27, 1906. He came to Twillingate in the
summer of 1930 as a young student doctor from
the John Hopkins Medical School in Baltimore.
Dr. Olds is now. unfortunately. a patient in the
new Notre Dame Memorial Hospital (opened in
1976). We wish him well.

The high school in Twillingate is named after Dr. Olds.
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HMlle Marie Toulinguet"
Georginia Stirling, (1867-1935). "A very

striking woman, a woman of strong opinions. but
very sociable, very aristocratic," is how William
Temple, the former editor of The Twj1lingate Sun
remembers Miss Stirling.

She was the youngest of seven daughters of Dr.
William Stirling. Many other people remember
her as a prima donna soprano. Georgina studied
music and singing in Paris under Mme Mathilde
Marchesi and then continued her studies in Italy
and Germany. Using the stage name Mlle Marie
Toulinguet, this Twillingate native travelled the
world. including a 1897·98 tour of the United
States with Colonel Mapleson's Imperial Opera.

A S1. John's music connoisseur (Mme de
Alberti, mother-in-law of Sir Charles Hutton) had
once advised Georgina that she had a fine voice
to sing oratorio and ballad, but not opera. But the

"The voice of an angel, but the lace of a devW'. This
early portrait 01 Georgina Stirling was given 10 Mrs.
Hewlell by the singer herself.

stong willed "Georgie", set her mind on opera
singing. Shortly after the turn of the 'century, a
throat ailment developed that destroyed
Georgina's voice. After a short period of
depression and intemperance in St. John's,
Georgina Stirling returned home to Twillingate,
where she lived a life of charity and elegance.
Miss Stirling founded the Twillingate branch of
the Dorcas Society whicb made clothes for the
poor. "Miss Stirling always had a lot of pet
animals around the house and was never one for
rigid formality," remembers Mrs. Mary Hewlett
who used to live across the street from the
Stirlings. "She loved her friends dearly and
forever, but she also knew how to embarass her
enemies."

An Italian maestro who once heard her sing,
kissed her band and said, "Ah, mademoiselle.
you bave the voice of an angel- but tbe face of a
devil!" Her angelic nature however seemed to
dominate. During her singing career, she used to
come home for concerts in St. John's at the
Methodist College Hall and Twillingate each
year, always giving the profits to the poor.

North TwllHngale around the turn of the century -(Photo by Robert E. Holloway).



The Smaller Communities
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We were unable to gather very much in­
formation about the history of settlements other
than Twillingate, but perhaps our readers can
help us. Ifany of our readers are able to send us
facts or colourful memories that pertain to the
origin of any small settlement on Twillingate or
New World Island. or reveal something of the
wayo[ life years ago, we will try to publish them.
Meanwhile. we have the following information
about Gillard's Cove, Moreton's Harbour. and
Herring Neck.

Gillard's Cove
Burl Gillard, who has lived in the Cove all his

life. explains that the family name comes from
the French "Gillard". B"url's great-grandfather,
John, was apparently the first settler in the Cove
and ate his first dinner on a large reddish rock on
the beach. The rock is still there and is a dif­
ferent colour from all other rocks in the im­
mediate area.

His son, John, was firing a gun to signal a
wedding when the barrel burst and took off his
arm. Nevertheless, young John operated a daily
sail ferry to and from Tizzard's Harbour that
also carried mail.

In 1900, about four families inhabited Gillard's
Cove, some of them with the surname
Greenham. At present there are 27 families
there.

Moreton's Harbour
In 1838, this community had a population of 200

people. By the 1890s, there were 500 people there~

but by 1921 it had decreased to 350. In 1877, the
following families were living in Moreton's
Harbour: Britt, Covill, Deer, Dowill, Hann,
Knight, Miles, Osmond, Rideout, Russel, Taylor,
Wall, and Wolfrey.

Herring Neck
In 1877, there were four merchants operating

in this community: Thomas Ashman, Henry
Daily, Charles Mursell, and William Tracey. The
resident fishermen or "planters" that year were
Dan and Ed Blandford, Sam and William Card,
Charles Cullen, Thomas Daily, Joseph Kearly,
Henry Mills, William Mursell, John Warren, and
T. Woodford. JI
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Western Harbour, a community between Moreton's
Harbour and Whale's Gulch that was abandoned under
the re-setllement program about 1963. Off to the port
side there used to be 10 houses, while up the sloping
path to starboard there were about live houses over the
brow of the hill. It was mostly Jones and Jennings
families that lived there. As far back as 1787, six families
from Western Harbour had accounts with the merchant
Slade.

Herring Neck, New World Island.



12-0ECKS AWASH

the fishery

The Fishermen ofNew World Island

Stanley Jones and Tom Knight, inshore fishermen of Moreton s Haroour.

Moreton's Harbour
.. T ~oe::::r "aost t~:~fe a.;a~~aCs~

year." claims Tom Knight of
Moreton's Harbour. "Nothing
but northeast winds and heavy
seas aU season. I set 170 pots this
year and lost about 100 of them
to the rough seas. Many days it
was too bad to haul."

The local lobster season lasts
from mid-April to mid-July and
Tom was just hauling his last
few pots when Deets Awa.b
visited this large, round harbour

with major wharves on three
sides.

"The next thing we have got to
depend on is the squid," points
out Stanley Jones. "If they don't
come, we're in trouble. but there
has been some sign of them
already."

Rough weather this spring
made the inshore cod fishery
quite poor up until the industry's
strike/lockout in mid·July.
There are 10 trap berths in the
local draw, but the six or seven

local trap crews set more than
ten cod traps. Most of these are
located within four miles of
either side of the harbour. "right
in the lion's mouth", the open
Atlantic.

The spring herring quota for
Moreton's Harbour inshore
gillnetters lasted all of three
days, "but there was a nice lot of
caplin here for two weeks in
June," remembers Tom Knight.
a lifetime resident of Moreton's
Harbour. "It'd take an eruption
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like M1. 51. Helens to get me out
of this place," he states em­
phatically.

The longliner EJjzabeth Irene
of Moreton's Harbour sets 100
gill nets, most of them about 12
miles offshore. Declts Awash
spoke to Skipper Eric Critch and
George Jones. crewmen, as they
straightened out some of their
nets on the wharf. They also
reported that the cod haq. been
scarce up until mid-July.

"Herring seining was good
this year." explains Eric Critch.
"There's lots of herring out
there but no quota. What we
would like to see is a fall herring
fishery around here. but no
winter ice fishery and no spring
fishery."

The fishermen of this -area.
generally. are bothered by
rotting wharves and in the case
of Whales Gulch. the harbour
badly needs dredging. But
George Jones mentions another
plague of the inshore fishery.
Apparently gillnetters often set -
their nets too close to the cod
traps. catching all fish before
they get to the trap. A number of
the local fishermen would like to
get a harbour law in place,
similar to what is in effect on
Fogo Island that would prevent
this conflict between the
gillnetters and the trap crews. George Jones and Eric Critch untangle nets on a

Fonse Pittman, District Moreton's Harbour wharf.

Protection Officer in Grand and drawn by local fishermen. Ihowever, the local Fishermen's
Falls explains what is involved Now in Uncontrolled Areas. Committee can apply to have
in this. "Harbour Laws were in Federal regulations state that these distances changed in their
effect years ago," he says, "but there must be a distance of 80 area." The person to contact
they have been replaced by fathoms between cod traps and with such requests is the Area
Controlled Areas in which the 50 fathoms between gill nets and Manager in the nearest Federal
locations of cod traps are fixed cod traps. In Controlled Areas, Fisheries office. I!

Recipes throughout t.hia issue
have been supplied to us by
residents of the TwUUngate •
New World Island.

Pumpkin
Marmalade
3tb•. pumpldn
31bs. sugar
2temonl

day, atir, drain off juice aDd
boil juice for almOit 1 hour
until it forms syrup. Add
pumpkin and cook until
traDJparent (almOit 1 hour),
keeping pot eovered. Cut
lemon and ita peel into .man
pieces, coot with pumptiD.
until softened. Pour into
sterilized. boWe.. Read,.
lOOn, but improves with age.

Rhubarb Jam
Ie. rhubarb
4eu··ucar
:10 oz. c:ruobed ploeapple
2pql. IIrI.berry. ete.
son about :10 mloutel. Add
about a :10 oz. no of eruahed
ptoeapple aDd 2 Iman pkgl. of
lIra.berry JeIIo. Bon for 10
mmute., then botUe.

Dice pumpkin, mix in sugar
and let stand overnight. Next

Jlrs. Nellie YOUDg
Twl1lln&ate

lin. Irene B. Gillard.
Gillard's Cove
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Tizzard's Harbour

Steve, Tom and Gordon Burt aboard the "Nancy Lynn".
In the foreground is an example 01 what Is holding up the
Tlzzard's Harbour wharf. This rollen piling fell away from
the wharf when Tom slepped on It.

Tizzard's Harbour, New World Island

vessel.
The Burts set about ISO gill

nets for cod and usually fish 10 to
12 miles away from Tizzard's
Harbour near Long Point, on
North Twillingate Island. "The
gillnetting for cod has been
pretty poor this year," said
Gilbert Burt in Mid-July. "The
weather has been rough and the
water has been slubby. Our
biggest problem around here,
though, is trying to get licences
to fish other species. When I first

bought this boat, the govern­
ment led me to believe that I
would be able to use it for crab
fishing and purse seining for
herring."

Steve Burt explains the type
of frustrations that fishermen
far from St. John's have to put
up with: "We first wrote to St.
John's for a bar seining licence
in 1978. \O'hen there was no reply
we kept writing and phoning and
finally we got the answer that it
was useless to apply for a bar
seining licence because none
were being issued, All of a
sudden in 1979. other longliners
in this area started to appear
with bar seines and licences to
go with them. When I wrote to
the licencing board in St. John's
and Grand Falls. they denied
ever having told us it was
useless to apply. By then, of
course, it really was too late to
apply for a licence."

The Burts asked Decks Awash
to inquire as to the reason for
there being no crab licences to
fishermen in Notre Dame Bay.
Federal Fisheries tells us that
the Newfoundland crab fishery
is now under review, with
decisions to be made public in
the Fall of 1980. There have been
no new crab licences issued
since 1976, except for ex­
perimental purposes, The office
to contact on this matter is that
of Lionel Rowe, Acting Head of
Coastal and Island Management
in St. John's:

T ~:r~~:~o:: ;~s~;;:e~:~:~:
trap crews and there are five
cod traps on the local draw.
There are also two longliners in
Tizzard's harbour. one of which
is the Nancy Lynn, operated as a
family venture by Skipper
Gilbert Burt, it is crewed by his
two sons, Steve (age 19) and
Tom (age 17). Steve went to the
Fisheries College in St. John's Il_,.--.........
for a year and then spent seven
months crewing on Imperial Oil
tankers before returning home
to work with his father and
brother.

The Nancy Lynn is 45 feet long
and was buill in Wedgeport,
Nova Scotia. Gilbert Burt
bought it in the spring of 1978
and since then he and the boys
have done a major refit. Leery
of the vessel's low freeboard and
lack of drainage, the Burts
replaced the wheelhouse and
raised the freeboard by three
feet or so, adding bulwarks and
a new upper deck. Now the seas
that come aboard can drain
through a full row of scuppers on
each side. Gilbert and his sons
seem to work very weillogether.
When Decks Awash visited, they
were involved in some deck
carpentry and painting of their



Dumping a net·bag of fish on the Tizzard's Harbour
wharf.

Another problem that affects
all the fishermen in Tizzard's
Harbour is the fact that the
government wharf is not only
too small for the local boats, but
it is falling away underneath.
Just recently Tom Burt was
coming ashore from the Nancy
Lynn when he stepped on the
head of one of the wharf pilings.
It cracked off underwater,
almost ducking him in the
ocean.

"Three years ago during a
winter storm," remembers
Gilbert Burt, "you could see the
wharf swaying back and forth in
the sea. I came down and sat in
my pickup from 3 o'clC}ck until
daylight, so I could save my boat
if the wharf gave way. Even·
tually we ran a good strong rope
across from the wharf to the
concrete pier along the shore. If
I hadn't done that, the whole
wharf would have been in the
cove the next morning."

The concrete pier built about
four years ago is in reality only a
slab six inches thick, resting on
top of wooden supports. As

pointed out by Steve Burt, the
breastwork piles were never
driven into the bottom as they
should have been. The slab is
now separating from the
community stage and the
breastwork is separating from

the slab. The whole area is
filling up with rotting fish guts
and now attracting rats.

"The department of fisheries,
should more closely inspect
some of these contract jobs,"
suggests Steve Burt.1!I

Baxter Fudge of Cobb's Arm

Cobb's Arm
T here are about rive trap

crews in this community,
five longliners and 12 to 15
gillnetters. There are a number
of lobster licences held by local
fishermen, but the season this
year was not very good, due to
the rou${h sea conditions.

Cobb's Arm, like Too Good
Arm nearby. is a low-lying
community on a long, fairly
narrow harbour. The ferry to
and from the Change Islands
used to put in to Cobb's Arm.

"We're anxious for Island
Seafoods Plant in Herring Neck
to get geared up to handle
lumpfish," says Baxter Fudge,
with a patient voice. "We know
they are out there and it would
really help us get through the
spring. The cod had been all
right this year, at least as good
last year, if not better. I set
seven gill nets myself and often
get 100 pounds per day in each
net."

When DeeD Awa.h arrived
there were 4 or 5 fishermen at
the community stage repairing

an outboard motor. They work
together like this, because it
takes 4 or 5 of them to hoist a
motor by hand. They weren't
long in pointing out the lack of
local facilities.

"There is not enough water off
the end of our wharf to cover a ­
flatfish," said one, "and the roof
of our community stage, even
though it is five years old, leaks
like a sieve."

The greatest needs, however,
are for a water pump at the
stage and a winch. The water
pump would allow the men to
wash fish guts clear of the stage,
As it is now, the stage is slowly
filling up with slinking fish guts.
maggots and rats. It is very
difficult to wash the offal away,
using only a bucket. A winch
would be of great use. not only
for shipping and unshipping
motors, but also for hoisting fish
and avoiding use of the prong.

Wharf space in the community
is quite a problem, but it is
nothing like the situation in
nearby Pike's Arm where tbere
is "nar wharf at all."II
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Bridgeport
I nshore fishermen on the

west side of New World
Island have an unusual situation
in that they can fish in deep
water with small boats and
catch turbot in the nearby
Lewisporte Run.

"Until the past week, the
fishery here has been quite
poor." explains Albert Canning.
who lives on a hill high above the
steeply sided inlet on which
Bridgeport is located. "We were
getting 40 or 50 pounds of cod per
net. but now it is coming up
nicely to around 100 pounds per

Herring Neck
T he fishing fleet in this

large, spread-out com·
munity consists of about 100
speedpoats, a dozen trap boats
and 10 longliners.

"I would say the inshore
fishery has been pretty good this
year," Pleaman Watkins
remarks, as he carried a yaffle
of dried cod up to the truck.

"What you see here is some
fish I salted in the spring.
Lately, with a combination of 10
gill nets and some hook-and-line,
we have been getting about 800
pounds of cod per day." The fish
plant in Herring Neck has been
able so far to take all that was
brought in, although their ice
machine was down for one day.
The only real problem, it seems,
is that the wharf is too small for
the fish plant.

Pleamon Watkins and son, Bruce.
.getting ready 10 truck a load of salt
fish.

net. Catches in the traps,
however, are still down quite a
ways."

The Bridgeport fishing fleet
includes about four longliners,
three trap crews and 10 or 12
gillnetters. Those who had
salmon licences made it through
the spring season very well.
because the salmon fishery this
year was excellent.

As for the herring fishery.
Albert Canning appreciates that
the people at federal fisheries
have to be very careful about
setting the quotas. As he says.

Bruce Watkins is a
crewmember on the 52·foot
longliner, Newfie Girl, skip­
pered by George HolweU. They
fish mostly with gill nets, cat­
ching turbot, cod, graysole and
flounder. They tried seining for
berring, but the quota was too
low to make it worthwhile.

"Longliners from here mostly
go about 40 miles away to the
east-northeast of Baccalieu
Island," explains red-haired
Bruce, who has fished for 4
years. "This year we have been
troubled by slubby water. lots of
easterly winds, storms, fog.
rain, you name it. Often the
weather has been too bad togo."

'1

"They don't have enough staff
or money to take the samples
they need to get an idea of what
is out there.

"This is a real good area for
herring and in the season we get
so many fishermen flocking to
our bay, not only by water. but
also bringing their boats over
the road, that there is no quota
left for the local fellows."

In the spring of '79. Albert and
his crew got 50,000 pounds of
herring. In 1980, they were cut
down to less than 2.000. 11

Rhubarb Relish
(good on IIab and po!atoea)
Ills equal amounu of
ebopped rbubarb and
ebopped onion (eg. 1 quart).
Soat overnlgbl In e-ab
viDegar to cover half tbe
bow1lul. BoU aboul20__
nnW Ugbtly __• Add

brown lugar to taste. Add 1
lhap. of lalL 1 top. oIoves. 1
top. allopiee. BoU for aboul2O
mlDutel. Bottle it. DO need to
oeal.

lin. irene B. GWard
GWard'.eove



Indian Cove,
W ilUs Rideout. a fisherman

from Indian Cove, reports
that there are 12 to 15 fishermen
in this small community in­
cluding one trap crew and one
longliner crew. There are about
three lobster licences in the cove
and they took in 1,100 pounds in
the two months between mid­
May and mid-July.

"The cod arounp here is worse
tban last year," reports Willis.
seated on a pile of nets. "A
person with 20 gill nets will take
in an average of only 800 pounds
a week. In some places they get
that much in a day. Our big
problem is that the Twillingate
plant which takes our fish, gets
blocked too quick and too often.
It would be a good thing if we
could have a way to seU our fish
to Northcott's plant in
Lewisporte. That plant doesn't
seem to get blocked so often."

Willis also pointed out the
need for a wharf in the com­
munity parUcularily during
squid season, when often 50 or
more boats from other com·
munities come to take squid
from Indian Cove.I!
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Willis Rideout wllh an old-lime "!Ish lap". used 10 cover a
pile 01 sailfish in wei weather.

Homemade
Beadcheese

......"....poIllllooIlI

..........ter
1...a_cIIoppod

1"-"
111q1Mf'--1 __---

(...1_)
2tea-.oaJi
lla"--_.ar

IDto your large soup pot put
the hoeka with the bol w.ter.
oaIoD. celery. bay leaf and
pepper berries aDd simmer
OOYered three hOuri, lumln.
boeb over once.

Drain through colander
eatebiDg broth in large bowl·
thea pour into smaUer bowl
&Dd chill overnight. While
meat iii sUll warm slip rind
and boDes from meat and
discard them. Chill meat
covered overnight. In the

morning skim all fat from
broth and discard. Add the
chicken bouilllon, .alt lAd
vineelr to broth and beat Jut
enough to melt. Put the meat
through the grinder (I breat
mine with a fork a. it iii "'"
tender). Add to broth .nd atIr
In. Pour into ODe Iix cap
mould or inlo two three or six
one-eup moulds. Chill
overnight.

Ecllth II, IIlnaei
TwIlllnJ·te



18-0ECKS AWASH

The Fishermen of Twillingate Island,

Crow Head,
A ~~~: ~ea:a~,:::a:~~~~

and Winston Dove as they
cleaned the rock weed and
jellyfish out of their gill nels.
"We gel almosl as many gar­
bage bags in these now as
weeds," said Winslon, who has
fished out of this bowl-shaped
harbour for 46 years. "Il takes
about an hour per nel lo clean
and we have to haullhem about
every three days nollo do this."
Throughoul May and June the
problem was nOl weed, bul slub.

There are about 12 full-time
fishermen in Crow Head with a
fine community stage lhal is 21
years old. Crow Head is one of
the few communities that has a
good swimming beach localed
near the stage. Youngsters were
diving off the rocks wbile the
men were cleaning nets. There
haven't been trap crews there
for about 10 years, but there are
traps set in the nearby waters by
Twillingate fishermen.

According to Baxter Rogers

Gillard's Cove

Baxter Rogers and Winston Dove clean the weeds from
their nets in Crow Head.

who has been a full-time about a month or so of catching
fisherman for two years now _ lumpfish. Wilh six gill nets and
catching cod, flounder, squid, some hook-and-line. he has been
herring and lumpfish - the cod getting a steady 400 to 600
fishery began in mid-June after pounds per day. I!

T ~:ar:;~h~~~e c~~ou~~h~~~
end of May," reports Jim
Gillard. "It was a little better
than last year, but spotty - 400
pounds one day and 100 pounds
the next. The catches were good
in early July for about a week
but lhen declined again. This
morning belween 3:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m., we hauled 13 nelS
and got only 100 pounds of fish.

When Deets AWlib visited,
Jim Gillard was gearing up for
squid-drying in a big way. As a
full-time fisherman, he hoped
that the plant in Twillingate
would not be buying squid from
moonlighters and turning away
full-time fishermen, but he could
appreciate their difficulties.

"It is hard for the plants to
know what to do," said Jim.
"Last year they were trying to
buy first from the bona fide
fishermen, but sometimes they

would turn away the
moonlighters only to find the
fulHime fishermen didn't come
in."

The salmon fishery this year,
from June 1 to mid-July was
excellent. "Some got thei.r
year's wages all made on
salmon," points out Jim. "They
were getting anywhere between
20 and 100 pounds of salmon per
day and they were good size. A
few of the fish were over 45
pounds and with the fishermen
being paid $2.40 a pound for
them, that's a pretty good day's
wages."

The Gillard family represents
a typical paltern of changes ir.
the lifestyle of the Twillingate
area. Jim's father, Alonzo,
fished and worked in the lumber
woods for about 30 years and
then served on a coal freighter
running from Sydney, Nova
Scotia to Twillingate during part

of World War II. Since 1960, he
has worked as a carpenter and
maintenance man al the Fishery
Products plant in Twillingate.

Jim spent nine years in the air
force as a meteorological
technician. During two years
aboard the H.M.C.S. Preserver.
he look lraining as a scuba diver
and occasionally now does scuba
work in the Twillingate area.
It's an example of the new
prestige of fishing in the New­
foundland economy that after so
many years in the armed forces,
Jim was anxious to return to the
life of an inshore fisherman.

Jim's wife, Cathy, is from
Montreal, but she, too, gets into
the act, helping dry squid and
wash fish. "I really like it here,"
she says. "We organize our own
activities in the cove and the
youngsters here seem a lot
healthier and more energetic
than children on the mainland."



their own use on the southwest
coast."

Section 58, sub-section 9 of the
fisheries act allows the minister
to intercede in this way and
dispose of any siezed articles as
he wishes.

Until some changes are made
in tbe issuing of lobster and
salmon licences, Jim has been
doing his best with lumpfish.
"Lumpfish lay their roe in five
or six fathoms of water," ex­
plains Jim, "and they come in
the spring during lobster season,
but then so does the ice, and
quite often it will carry away
your gear, (lOlfJ" to 11" gill
nets). The ice makes it tricky,
but I'm sure it's worth the effort
and it's always nice to see new
things in the fishery." 11

desperate for money d,uring the
lobster season so I made up 100
traps, set them, and was earning
a fair dollar at it until the
fisheries officer caught me and
confiscated my boat and motor.
I took it to a provincial court of
appeal and the judge ruled in my
favour, saying that my boat and
motor would be returned and I
would be given a small fine, But
then federal fisheries in Grand
Falls stepped in to over-rule the
decision and 1 never got my stuff
back.

"I thought that at least I would
get a chance to buy it back
during the regular crown assets
auction. But it never appeared
at the auction and I later found
out that my equipment had been
retained by federal fisheries for
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The Gillards of Gillard's Cove. left to right: Cathy, Julie,
Jim, Daynna, Alonzo and young Michael.

Jim became quite familiar
with electronic gear and, unlike
most inshore fishermen, he is
now using a portable sounder
that helps to locate the good
fishing grounds. "I certainly
wouldn't let this or any other
piece of hardware interfere with
the enjoyment I get from
fishing." Jim hastens to add,
"Besides setting gill nets, I do a
lot of hand lining and find that it
is a very under-rated way of
fishing. In fact, the gear is
ctfeap,hthe fish quality is high
and each fish that you jig.
provides a little bit of ex­
citement."

Jim Gillard's dedication to the
fishery, makes him intensely
critical of the way that it is
managed. The local, herring
fishery, for instance, was closed
and re-opened twice, for two or
three days each time.

But what bothers Jim most is
the management of lobster
licences. As a full-time fisher­
man, his unemployment in­
surance gets cut off the first of
May, during lobster and salmon
season, yet he is unable to get a
licence for either of these
species.

"From Bluff Head Point here
to Moses Point. there are over 20
lobster fishermen and only four
of these are full-time fishermen.
Others work for Fisheries
Products, the department of
highways, etc. This is in clear
violation of the federal fishery
policy, that lobster licences are
revoked from people who can be
proven to have year-round
employment elsewhere.

"A few years ago I was

Baked
Rhubarb Betty

3 eups rbubarb (d1eed)
~tap.nll

~ cup wbite SUlar
2lable_ aborleulug
lthla....aled or.",. rlDd
leu (well healeD)
1 eup _ pUlr7110ur

Iv.. tlPI. baking powder
\4 tap. 1111
1/3 cup orange juice

Wipe and dice the rhubarb.
Sprlllkle IlIblly wlth the laIl,
let stand about v.. bour (ute a
v.. quart cauerole). Add J4
cup of the IUlar and mb.
Crelm lb. lborlelllq wlth
the remainder of the lUIar (~

cup) and the orange rind· add
the well beaten egg and blend
well. Add the lifted dry
Iqredl.uta Ilternltely wllb
the oranat juice. Beat unID
Imooth IIIcl drop by .poon·
ful1a OIl top of rhubarb. Bate
ill a moderate oven unW
bmwu aud do...b eooked.

Edith KaDuel
Twllliqlte
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Durrell's Arm

Some ot the private wnarves or uurr911 s Arm.

Three longllnermen from Durrell's Arm. TWililngate~

Jack Jenkins, Clarence Baggs and Austin Rodgers.

to reported that the demand for
turbot lately has been falling off,
which is unfortunate since their
catches tend to be about ~

turbot. The men all thought that
the longliner fishery would
improve if the fishermen had to
use gill nets of 6-inch mesh or
larger. "With 50 gill nets, we're
catching, I would say, between
8,000 and 12,000 pounds in a
week," says Jack Jenkins,
"which was about one day's
catch last year. Mind you, most
weeks this year we have only
been able to fish two or three
days."

Concerning the sealing this
spring (early March to April 24)
the Durrell's Arm fishermen
reported a good catch. "If we
could only be at it longer," said
Jack, "things would be real
good. By the time the seals get
south to us, the quota is almost
all taken. There's lots of them
out there, way more than a few
years ago." I!I

loogliner. Both it and the
Katherine P. set their gill nets
east of Long Point 00 North
Twillingate Island. There are
about six or seven other
loogliners in Durrell's Arm.

The three fishermen we spoke

T ~i~herm~~ei~s~~it~eVide~~
in Durrell's Arm where many
little stores and wharves thrust
out over the landwash in this
large, indented harbour. There
are at least 50 inshore boats
about 15 more than last year. It
got particularly bad in last
year's squid fishery, as Austin
Rodgers explains.

"We used to stay out all day to
try and catch a boatload and
meanwhile the moonlighters
would be darting into the plant
with a hundred pounds or so and
always managing to sell it. At
the end of the day, we would
come in and the plant would be
full. I don't care how much fish
the moonlighters ship, as long as
the full·time fishermen can get
clear of theirs too.

Then with lobster and salmon
licences, you find dozens of fish
plant workers that have them,
but us full-time fishermen can't
get them. It's like, if the plant
workers can't cut fish, they can
go fishing. But there is no way
we can go on the cutting line
when we can't fish."

Austin lived for a few years in
Toronto but is now back as one
of the crew on Jack Jenkins 50­
foot longliner, the Katherine P.
Jack has been fishing for 31
years and his father had one of
the first longliners in the area.

Decks Awa.h also spoke to
Clarence Baggs who fishes the
Carol B. Clayton, another 5O-foot
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Twillingate
"T ~f:e;i~~~:g~~~rg~~:: ~eoo~

Young, a Twillingate boat­
builder and fisherman. "The
plant is telling you when to fish
and when not to fish. For every
day I spend out, I have to spend
another three or Cour in. That
has been going on now Cor the
last month since the Cish has
been good."

Don's current boat is the 46­
Coot AUanUc Star. He and his
crew fish mostly gill nets, along
with some seining Cor mackerel
and herring. As the province­
wide strike/lockout began, the
AUanUc Star headed down to the
Labrador to make salUish Cor'
the rest oC the season.I!

The Whale Problem
If)'ou ...... _ ... _

_ la )'VIII' -. ..ar.
ean Ibe IIlUIIbar a- .....
far beIp. W. elD 11ft ,.,.
--. nwIJ)'OIl- parlbat will beIp •tr_ .... 0141 _

~ IQlIIpmIDt tAl ....
n1eue tile .baIe _
mlalllllle de.... tAl ,....
lear.can 7_ de)' ... aJPL

WHALE DAMAGE TO FISHING GEAR REPORT

Name: -,:-_..,Address:
Phone: _..,.-,__--.., Date damage occurred: _
Location of damaged gear: ::---..,--..,_..,--- _
Type of gear: ..,---_.,--..,-----..,-,-..,--- Depth of water: _
Describe the nature & extent of damage:

What time of day to you think damage occurred _
Estimate costs of repairs:
Estimate days lost fishing: _
Estimate dally yield of fish taken In this gear:

Please fill In and mall this card as soon as possible after the gear damage has happened.

Comments:
JlaUto:
Dr.JODUen
Wb.le Be.euch GroUSJ
Jlemorld UDlvenltJt 01
NewtoWldlaDd
St. Job.JJ '•• Ntld. AleSS1L _



22-0ECKS AWASH

The Fish Plants

Expanding their horizons

" W ~isht:rk~e:i:~d ~~~t l:nb:l~~er~~?' e~n:l~~~:
young Chris Nutbeem, the plant manager of
Island Seafoods Ltd., in Herring Neck, New
World Island. "We've added another 23 inside
workers this year, bringing our total to 143. We
hope this will continue to increase next year.
Other plans for expansion in the near future
include blowing up a hill behind the fish plant
and using it to fill in around the plant, providing
more wharf and building space. However, just to
blast and fill would cost $150,000, so this project
may be delayed for a while."

Another possible expansion in the future would
be processing crab. This plant, along with about
four others in the bay, has applied for a crab
licence, but only one plant in the area will get the
crab licence. Next year the decision will be
made.

Just last year this plant underwent a $300,000
expansion installing new freezing and storage
facilities and major rewiring. All .fish, except
dry squid, is fresh frozen, including cod, caplin,
herring, turbot, redfish, flounder and mackerel.
Next year the plant hopes to be able to process
lumpfish roe.

The fish plant at Herring Neck was first built
as a project of the Twillingate Island/New World
Island Development Association. It was opened
in 1972 and leased to Nelpack, a branch of B.C.
Packers. Island Seafoods, the present owner,
took over in May 1979. I!

.The crew in the Island Seafoods plant.
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