


RCMP Dogmaster, Corporal Tom Matthews, and his dog Ajax are an important
partof our law enforcement team.




Special Section

This issue is a blockbuster.
We've thrown the criminal
system wide open and examined
it from head to toe. The in-
vestigation was easy - our
suspects: the RCMP, the Royal
Newfoundland Constabulary,
and all those connected with
crimes -- spilled the beans and
told us all. And they’ve agreed to
let us share the evidence with
you.

Back Section

Because of the amount of
information gathered for the
special section, we have had to
omit this issue’s Back Section.
In our next issue, we promise to
make it up to you.

Constant Comments .

We go from farming in the
20th century to farming in the
10th century. Sharon Gray ex-
plains how to prepare a
vegetable garden for winter,
and Anthony Murphy tells how
he and Junkfood eat a vegetable
garden. But the meal with the
Monks of Marticot Island is
interrupted by some wild and
woolly Vikings. Geoff Stiles
unravels the mysteries of wall
insulation, vapor barriers and
new wall systems.

Criminal justice
We cover everything except
how to commit the crimes.

History
Bizarre cases and bungled raps
—it's all there.

RCMP

They're everywhere and they
don’t ride horses any more.

Royal Newfoundland
Constabulary

St. John's gets the
treatment,

28 Yourrights
Ever wonder what you could
or could not do? Now’s the
time to find out.

34 Lawyers
They'll steer you through the
maze of legal jargon and the
court system.

38 Court system
It took a computer to figure it
out. We're giving you the
digested version.
47 Prisons
No place for a holiday, but
they're better than you think.
64 Back on the street
So you've paid your dues. Now
what do you do?

70 The overview
Making sense of the system.

75 Editorial
Criminal justice is good, but
more money is needed to make
it better.
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Constant
Comments

76 Adventures of Anthony
Murphy

78 Home gardening
Wrapping up your garden for
winter

79 Alternative energy
Buckle up your baseboards,
we’re in for a cold winter.

80 The Last Word
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introduction

between the covers

““Wear your bullet-proof vest,” joked Inspector
Waterman of the Criminal Investigation
Division, as I made arrangements to go on
Friday night patrol with the Royal Newfound-
land Constabulary.

“Boy, I can hear the hot line tomorrow,”
remarked Constable Thorne. ‘“They’re going to
be calling in, demanding to know why the police
are driving around with a woman in the back
seat, instead of driving around trying to prevent
crime.”

I laugh and think of all the funny things that
have happened since we started this serious
issue on the criminal justice. I recall how writer,
Sally LeMessurier, spent ages in the pouring
rain trying to get into the West Coast Correc-
tional Centre in Stephenville. Our chief writer,
David Wegenast, tells me of one classification
officer (counsellor of prisoners) who was so
involved in his work, he began talking about it at
9:30 a.m. and five hours later, he was still going
strong.

The nicest part of preparing this whole issue

was the openness of everyone. From the police
chief to the prison warder — everyone showed us
everything and answered all our questions.

Now for the sad part. After eight years of
nurturing Decks Awash from its infant
(newsprint) stage to its existing mature image, I
will be leaving the magazine and the Extension
Service. It's hard to leave something you love,
but I feel that the magazine is well enough
established to continue under someone else.
Although I will be leaving the University, I will
continue to maintain very close contacts with the
Extension Service and the magazine.

My new job will be every bit as important. It
will be trying to make sense out of the complex
world of oil.

Now, for the good news, especially for the
residents of Conception Bay. Our Christmas
issue will take us from Grates Cove to Salmon
Cove in Conception Bay.

Dt Shark

Editor
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history

robably the first significant event in the

history of Newfoundland justice was Sir
Richard Whitbourne's attempt to hold a formal
court of justice on June 4, 1615. He had been sent
from England by James I to hold court at his own
expense. Sailing from Exeter on May 11, 1615,
he arrived in Trinity Harbour on the fourth of
June. He called together the masters of all
English ships in the area.

... 170 ships’ masters reported on the “divers
abuses’’ that took place.

““1. First. they did all acknowledge that there
is but little difference of daies observed
amongst the Fishermen; some men
presuming to goe to Sea, and to fish with
hooke and lyne upon the Sabbath day, as
usually as upon the weeke dayes.

‘‘2. Secondly, the divers (i.e. diverse people)
of our Nation doe take into their ships very
great stones, to presse their dry fish withall;
which worke being done, they cast those
stones into the Harbors, where the ships use to
ride at anchor; which will utterly spoile the
Roades and Harbors in that Countrey, and be
to the endangering of Ships and Cables, yea
and mens lives also, if it be not reformed in
time.”

— Sir Richard Whitbourne. “Discourse and
Discovery of Newfoundland”, 1620.

Other crimes included vandalism of stages,
huts, salt stores, boats or wood lands and/or
laziness.

Throughout the 16th and 17th, and a large part
of the 18th century, fishing captains remained
the only form of judicial or other authority in

dland. Each the fishing fleet
would sail to d from The
skipper of the first vessel to drop anchor in any
particular harbour was known as the Fishing

Mark LeMessurier

Admiral for that area. His power was supreme.
In 1634, the Western Charter was passed in the
British parliament which formally granted
authority to these Fishing Admirals to enforce
most civil and criminal law. The Charter also
stated that any severe criminal cases where
there was possibly an execution involved had to
be brought back to England for trial at the Ad-
miral’s expense. For obvious reasons there were
very few cases in which this was done.

The fishing fleet was accompanied to New-
foundland each year by a number of naval war
ships. King William's Act in 1699 made the naval
war ship commanders into Appeal Judges. In
theory anyone who was unfairly treated by the
Fishing Admirals could go before the com-
mander. In practice, however, this did not work,
as their was very little co-operation between the
naval officers and the fishing admirals.

Ducking from the
yard-arm,
Bay Bulls, 1680

“Ducarrow v. Knap and Ors

Francis K John Wallis,
William Couch, Samuel Wood, four of the six
persons who did the damage at Colinet last
winter to the Frenchmen have been taken and
confined aboard this ship:

“We the ed have seriously con-
sidered to have ye above duck® at ye maine
yarde of this ship for a public example to all
this Island; and they shall be liable for the
said damage legally proved and the damage
shall be made good by Pollard and Rolson who
fitted them out for that fishing voyage. The
damage is said to be more than L50 or L80.”

H.M_S. Assistance, Bay Bulls, Sept. 29, 1680
Robert Robinson, Captain, R.N.

Stephen Akarman of Bay Bulls
John Beverly
Aaron Browning
¥ the yard-arm in
up to the last century. The culprit was hoisted to the yard-
arm, suddenly dropped into the water and hauled up again from one
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“By 1700 it might be said that whereas in the
mainland colonies laws were framed to en-
courage settlement and good government, in
Newfoundland laws were framed to discourage
w2

. “by 1788, Newfoundland had acquired a
complex and to a large degree illegally ad-
ministered legal system.”"

Keith Matthews

“Lecture on the History

of Newfoundland 1500-1830""
Published in 1973

The t of dland’s legal
system throughout the eighteenth century is a
very tangled story, but briefly it began in 1729
when Captain Osbourne of the Royal Navy was
appointed the first governor of Newfoundland.

" Within a year he had erected a prison and a
courthouse at St. John’s, but when it came to
bringing people to trial or enforcement of the
law, Governor Osbourne ran head on into the
power of the Fishing Admirals. He began by
appointing winter magistrates who heard cases
of the settlers over the winter and who
relinquished their power to the Fishing Admirals
during the summertime.

The island of Newfoundland was divided into
six regions with a magistrate in each area. After
a few years, Governor Osbourne encouraged the
magistrates to hear cases year round, which was
illegal. The Fishing Admirals who represented
the West Country merchants particularly
resented the magistrates’ attempts to get them
to pay wages to their employees and to pay taxes
to the government. Many individual magistrates
were seized and whipped. By the mid-1730s,
however, the magistrates’ authority was
established, as pointed out in Dr. Matthews’
book.

“The merchants soon stopped opposing the
innovation, because, as the only literate and
infl ial men in dland, they or their
agents soon became the magistrates and hence it
caused them no harm.”

Court cases in the outports were heard by
“floating surrogates’ (substitutes) and later by
resident surrogates. By 1741, there was a Vice-
Admiralty court established in St. John’s to deal
with cases of smuggling, piracy and
privateering. A Customs House was established
in St. John’s in 1763 and soon after, deputy
customs officers were appointed for many of the
outports. B there was no of New-
foundland residents, the system of courts,
magistrates and jails could only be maintained
‘through the payment of fines. As a result the
Newfoundland legal system stressed payment
over punishment.

Sheep stealing,
18th century
Newfoundland

“The Jurors of our Sovereign Lord the King
upon oath present William Kitchen for that he
did feloniously kill and bear off a certain lamb
being the property of Mr. John Stripling and that
the said William Kitchen of St. John’s, a soldier,
not having God before his eyes but moved and
seduced by the instigation of the devil on .... did
feloniously of his forethought and malice seize
and kill a lamb the property of Mr. John Stripling
grazing on the Barons of St. John’s and the said
William Kitchen did with a knife skin and bear
away the said lamb ... The sentence of the Court
is as follows:

“That you William Kitchen be returned to the
gaol from whence you came and there remain till
tomorrow at ten o’clock in the forenoon, when,
before the Court House of St. John’s, you receive
punishment of being burnt in your right hand
with a hot iron marked with the letter R, your
goods and chattels forfeited, and after paying the
charge of the Court be set at liberty. Then the
Court was adjourned during the Governor’s stay
in the Island.”

Michael Gill
Edward Langman, &c.

The introduction
of lawyers

““It had been the custom from the earliest time |
of our possession of the colony for the Captains to
make a circuit of the ports with a delegated
authority from the Governor to try and decide all
causes and punish petty offences referring
important and difficult points to the Governor.
This long standing custom, though not in ac-
cordance with the spirit of our constitution was
in such an infant colony practically good; I never
heard any of malad ation of the
law. ... now the Newfoundlanders are made to
feel what it is to have learned council to advise
them and a set of pettifogging attorneys, who
screw from the poor devils the utermost farthing
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as the price of their blessed help. The Lord have
mercy upon them, for the lawyers never will."'

The Journal of

Sir Thomas Byam Martin,

GCB, Admiral of the Fleet

1786

Newfoundland's legal system was thrown into
chaos in 1787 when a Devonshire merchant
named George Hutchings lost a case in Bay Bulls
that was presided over by a naval circuit judge.
When Mr. Hutchings arrived home in England in
the Fall he appealed the decision to a judge. It
was rapidly discovered that the circuit had had
no legal authority to hear the case whatsoever.
The illegality of Newfoundland’s legal system
was thus exposed.

For a number of years, few men would risk
serving as a judge for fear of being sued, and
judges were very loath to hear civil cases. Those
who filed charges had their cases bandied back
and forth from the Governor, to the magistrates’
Admiralty Court. No one was eager to hear their
cases.

Order was finally restored in 1791 with the
passage of the Judiciary Act. A new court
system was financed by a tax on rum. Civil cases
were handled by Sessions Courts and Surrogate
Court in the outports. The power of the Vice
Admiralty Court was restricted to maritime
cases and a Supreme Court was established to
handle criminal cases and the more severe civil
cases. These courts sat for two months during
the fishing season. Newfoundland’s first Chief
Justice was John Reeves. The British govern-
ment overruled objections from the West
Country merchants who wanted the fishing
admirals powers restored. The Judiciary Act
paved the way for Newfoundland’s responsible
government.

Responsible
Government

By 1820 Chief Justice Francis Forbes was
objecting to the inconsistent administration of
justice, especially by the Surrogate courts. He
joined forces with Dr. William Carson and
Patrick Morris, with the result that the New-
foundland Bill went through Parliament in 1823
to give Newfoundland legal status as a British
colony.

As a result of the Imperial Act of 1824, the new
colony received a judicial system based on
England’s. The main change was that Surrogate
courts were replaced by circuit courts.

The Newfoundland Supreme Court was
granted full civil and criminal jurisdictions,
including powers of Oyer and Terminer
throughout the colony on the Grand Banks and on
the surrounding seas. (The Oyer and Terminer
mean that the court has the final say.) A Chief
Judge was appointed with two assistant judges.
The island of Newfoundland was divided into
three parts and each of the judges held a circuit
in one part. The first three judges appointed to
these positions were Tucker, John William
Molloy, and Augustus Wallet Des Barres.

Law enforcement

Tavern keepers and their bouncers were the
unofficial policemen many years ago in New-
foundland. In the earlier 1800s St. John's tavern
keepers were required to perform police duties
as a condition for getting a licence. Gradually,
however, a constabulary was organized and in
1834 a night watch was established in St. John's.
At regular intervals these gentlemen of the night
were required to call out the time, the weather,
plus any important news, ending finally with the
familiar call “and all is well”. Due to a lack of
funds, however, the night watch was abolished
after one year.

A big step forward occurred in May 1871 with
the lish of the New d Con-
stabulary. This force operated throughout New-

dland and was deled closely after the
Royal Irish Constabulary. In fact, the first two
Head Constables of the force, Thomas Foley and
Paul Carty, came to Newfoundland directly out
of the RIC. Within the first decade of its
operation the Constabulary established 27
stations around the province, including a dozen
on the west coast. The first Newfoundlander to
head up the Newfoundland Constabulary was
John Sullivan, native of Trinity who served as
head of the force from 1909 to 1917.
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The Constabulary uniform, at least up until
1943, was patterned after the uniform of the
Royal Irish Constabulary. It included a black
closed-neck tunic of heavy melton cloth with
black, bone buttons. The large, single-breasted
great coat came to within 6 inches of the ground.
Headware included a forage cap in summer and
a fur cap of black seal in the winter.

A Mr. Mike Murphy who served in the Con-
stabulary from 1932-57 recalls that it was semi-
military: ‘“All day officers had rifle drill and
bayonet drill every day at 9 o’clock no matter
what time their shift started.”

Mr. Murphy served with the Constabulary in
St. John’s, Bell Island, Corner Brook, and
Trepassey. He remembers Corner Brook as an
especially rough place: “Due to the large
number of lumber jacks, it was rather like a
wild-west town. There were wooden sidewalks,
dusty streets, and about every 3rd building was a
homebrew emporium. There were even false
store fronts to hide the brew. We had a jail big
enough for 12 people and it averaged 10 people all
the time.” In those days, a constable’s salary
was $92.00 a month which was less than that of a
labourer in Corner Brook.

The Harbour Grace
affray

December 26, 1883 - Probably the most serious
Newfoundland riot, as far as casualty is con-
cerned, took place the day after Christmas in
Harbour Grace in 1883. Following a service in the
Methodist church on Water Street, the Loyal
Orange Society set out on parade with about 350
men. Near Pippy’s Lane they were met with
another 300-350 men from Riverhead, a
predominantly Roman Catholic area. These men
were determined to stop the parade from
trespassing on their territory. In the ensuing
scuffle, a number of shots were fired that

WS A

Mark LeMessurier
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wounded 18 men and killed the following five:
William Janes of Carbonear (age 21), William
French of Courage’s Beach (age 40), Patrick
Callahan of Southside (age 56), John Bray of
Courage’s Beach, and Thomas Nicholas of Ot-
terbury.

Seven men, including Head Constable Ed
Doyle, were arrested and charged with the
willful murder of Patrick Callahan. He was
suspended from the constabulary but was
reinstated on May 21, 1885 after the Crown had
decided that he had indeed acted responsibly in
carrying out his official duties.

Nineteen people of Riverhead were arrested
for the murders of Messrs. Janes, French and
Bray. Their first trial occurred on May 12, 1884
before Chief Justice Sir F.B.T. Carter. About 5
other trials took place, and ultimately the
prisoners were discharged on the murder
charge. Fourteen of them, however, were found
guilty of riotous assembly and assault. They
were each granted bail at $400.

The light sentences outraged the Orangemen
who met in the British Hall on July 5, 1884. They
formed the General Protestant Union intending
that branches be formed in other Protestant
communities. They denounced the jury system
of the colony as “utterly powerless to secure the
conviction of the guilty and to redress the wrongs
of the subjects as far as the Protestant
population are concerned.”

The Protestant Union called on the govern-
ment to improve the administration of justice
and ‘“‘secure to Protestants and to others the
rights and privileges guaranteed to them by the
British Constitution.” Controversy that arose out
of the Harbour Grace Affray raged on in the
House of Assembly throughout the year of 1885.

According to Arthur Fox, who wrote the
History of the Constabulary, the trials of this
case brought out evidence that Head Constable
Doyle was warned at least twice prior to the
parade that it was going to be barricaded by the
Riverhead men. Yet he did nothing, claiming
that this was an often repeated threat which had
never come to anything.

““What is wanted is to efface the darkest blot in
our history; to have the whole deplorable oc-
currence buried and forgotten. We have been
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taught a terrible lesson by it and during the
present generation there will be no repetition of
such occurrences. We are perfectly satisfied that
these are the sentiments of an overpowering
majority of the population, both Protestant and
Catholic.”
— The Evening Mercury
December 23, 1885

The Newfoundland
Rangers

During the month of October 1935, a group of
six newly-trained young men travelled to
Labrador to open the first law enforcement of-
fices on the coast. Upon arrival in a community,
each ranger constructed his own post. Within a

month, five new ranger posts had .been
established on the Labrador coast.

“When the government started the rangers
they were to do the jobs formerly held by relief
officers, customs officers, and. shipping in-
spection officers,” remembers Clar Dwyer, the
15th man to enlist in the Newfoundland Ranger
Force. “We were everything from a father
confessor to a law man and always had to be
ready for everything that came up.”

Besides enforcing criminal, civil and wildlife
laws around Newfoundland, the rangers ad-
ministered first aid, delivered babies,

Rangers at attention.

distributed relief payments during the
Depression, acted as prosecuter and court
reporter for travelling magistrates, and chaired
local meetings, among other tasks. During
World War II they were also involved in sub-
marine watch and aircraft detection. Clar,
Dwyer was stationed near the Strait of Belle Isle
during World War II and gave the following
account to the Lewisporte Pilot newspaper.

“The German subs up there,"” recalls Ranger
Dwyer, ‘“were as thick as fleas on a dog’s back.
There were no British warships in those waters
at the time because there weren't enough, and
the Americans didn’t yet have the ships they
needed to protect the convoys either. The con-
voys would make up in Halifax and then they
would be just let go. The Germans would be
waiting for them and then there was hell to pay.

“I was out in a patrol boat on Tuesday, August
2, 1942, and we were halfway to our detachment
when we saw three subs on the surface. Our hair
stood on end, our mouths fell open, we didn’t
know what to expect. We just steamed on
through and nothing happened.

“Two days later though very early in the
morning the steamer Chatham was steaming
along the same water when she was torpedoed by
one of those same subs. She broke in two and
sank and took a lot of people with her.

““We used to go out to all these wrecks because
there was a lot of ships being sunk there at the
time. We brought in 87 men from the Chatham.
One died while coming in and we had to put him
in the woodhouse while we scrounged around to
get enough wood for a coffin. Two of the officers
from the ship we kept in our detachment in
Forteau. Their clothing was all soaked with oil
and they had to have something to wear while
they were waiting for another ship to pick them
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up. That took care of my whole stock of uni-
forms, clothing, and everything, but it was all we
could do.”

The Newfoundland Ranger Force got its start
when a 1933 Royal Commission recommended
better enforcement of wildlife, criminal, civil
and other laws in Newfoundland. In July 1935, 30
men were enlisted into the new force com-
manded by Major L.T. Stick, an ex-army officer.
Training was carried out in Whitbourne under
the direction of Sergeant Major F. Anderton of
the RCMP. The Ranger service uniform was
quite similar to that of the RCMP including a
khaki tunic and whipcord breeks (or jodhpurs)
with a brown stripe, khaki cap, and brown field
boots. The dress uniform, however, was quite
different, having a blue serge tunic, long
trousers of the same material with a red stripe
down the side, and then there was a blue cap with
red piping.

By 1945 the force consisted of two officers and
75 men spread throughout 45 detachments, in-
cluding nine in Labr. or. On August 1, 1950, just
after Confederation, the force was disbanded.
Some of the men joined the RCMP. In all, 204
men were trained as rangers between 1935 and
1950. Four ex-Rangers are still serving with the
RCMP in Newfoundland.

According to Clar Dwyer, the work of a ranger
in Labrador was far tougher than one on the
island of Newfoundland. “In winter we used dog

4 7 {

Comparing uniforms. An RCMP (left) and a Newfound-
land Ranger, circa 1950.

team and sled to travel. A dozen good dogs were
just right for the conditions. You carried all your
supplies with you. Food consisted mostly of meal
and blubber. You stayed where you could, ate
where you could, and stopped where you had to.

“If the weather got really bad and a storm’
came up, one that you really couldn’t make any
headway in, and you weren't near any set-
tlement, the only thing you could do was just
what the animals did — get under the snow. You
would dig a hole and get in — you, the sled and
the dogs, and let yourself get snowed over.

“When the storm was done in a day or so, you
dug yourself out and went on your way.

“It was a hard racket and you were out for
weeks on end, no chance to wash or change your
clothes, sleeping with the dogs and with the
natives. If anyone had a louse, you were sure to
get it. You would always come back to the
detachment lousy. The procedure was to strip in
the woodshed, wash head to toe with Jeyes Fluid
and then, when you were completely deloused,
put on clean clothes and go inside!"

At the end of World War II, Ranger Dwyer was
transferred from Labrador down to Norris Arm
and Lewisporte area. It was there that he got
tangled up with the moonshiners.

Mark LeMessurier

““There was a lot of moonshining going on then,
and in one particular instance I had to resort to
some pretty unusual measures to put a stop to
some things that I didn't like.

““We had a magistrate that used to come out
from Grand Falls to hold court, and often as not I
would have to call court off for the day because
the magistrate was too drunk to do his job.

“For years there was a long song about
Ranger Dwyer and the moonshiners on the go in
Boyds Cove. It started off ‘You wake up in the
morning and light the fire, and the first one you
see is Ranger Dwyer.’ It had dozens of verses.

“The Ranger Force was really something that
would test a man out. I have cleaned out bars,
been in fights, patched up wounded people after
fights, put in stitches, and hauled about 500 teeth
in my time."”
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RCMP

¢ ‘I feel very strongly that if
more Canadians lived and

worked outside their home
province, we would have a
stronger Canada,” explains

Superintendent George Powell,
the RCMP officer in charge of
administration and personnel.
Within the force there is a
policy of not posting a member
to his or her province for at least
the first five years of their
training. This is done in order to
broaden their experience and to
give them an understanding of
life in all parts of Canada.
George Powell, for instance, is

Superintendent George Powell and Sergeant Tom Whelan at ‘B’ Division
Headquarters.

May the force be with you

a native of Woodstock, Ontario,
but has served in Newfoundland
four times since 1953. In bet-
ween, he has been stationed in
Toronto, Ottawa and
Fredericton, New Brunswick.

It would be a mistake to
assume that the RCMP, the
only law enforcement group
throughout most of Newfound-
land, is staffed entirely by
mainlanders. Out of a total of 750
members stationed in our
province, some 225 are native
Newfoundlanders. In addition,
there are about 400 Newfound-
landers serving in the RCMP

across Canada.

“On top of that”, smiles
George Powell, “we have
recruited 40 Newfoundlanders
into the force so far this year.
There was a time when we
recruited only single men and
required them to stay un-
married for 5 years. Now we
recruit both women and men,
both single or married.”

The population in most
provinces is centered in urban
areas, but in Newfoundland,
with people scattered quite
evenly all along the coast, an
RCMP officer’s job involves
much more travelling. That
means boats, skidoos, 4-wheel
drive vehicles, and helicopters.

Newfoundland is the only
province in Canada to have
three RCMP helicopters. Large
RCMP patrol vessels include the
75 foot Centennial which is based
in Fortune with a permanent
crew of 5, and two 41-foot patrol
vessels located in Burgeo and
Mary's Harbour.

Special sections within the
RCMP investigate a wide
variety of crimes. For example,
in this province there are twelve
highway patrols, six drug
sections, and two underwater
diving teams. A commercial
crime section in St. John’s in-
volves about 11 members in-
vestigating crimes such as
fraud, stock manipulations and
computer crimes. There are
nine units of plainclothesmen
around the province and three
tactical troops who are
primarily involved with crowd
control. Since 1978 a number of
emergency response teams
have been in Newfoundland,
comprised of expert marksmen
and trained negotiators. The
teams are called out for any
dangerous emergency situation,
such as hostage taking, or ar-
med men barricaded inside a
house.

Members of the force, par-
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ticularly in their early years of
service, are encouraged to gain
training and experience in
different sections, Years ago,
when the RCMP was thinly
scattered across the country,
members often complained
about being transferred from
division to division and place to
place, without much choice in
the matter. But for over five
years now, a computer system
has been in use that allows
members to state their duty
preferences, both for type of

man is needed in any section in a
particular province, the com-
puter will produce a list of
names of members who have
stated a preference for that
duty. The officers in charge of
personnel can then assess the
qualifications of the individuals
and interview them for their
suitability for the job.

In-service training of a
member of the RCMP never
stops. In Corner Brook and St.
John's, throughout the year,

in such topics as arson in-
vestigation, underwater ice
diving, first aid, and shotgun
training. Then there is the
Canadian Police College in
Ottawa which offers longer and
more specialized courses in such
subjects as the identification of

valuable jewelry and illegal
gambling techniques. Many
members also take full-time

university or night courses in
French language, criminology,
commerce and other subjects.
Their tuition is paid by the

work and location. When a new | members can take short courses | government. A
SQUID SQUID FRITTERS CURRIED RICE
ASSEROLE STUFFED SQUID
o C A :: WITH ::n:ba cleaned squid tubes,
. canned tubes, fresh or thawed
e cans ” APPLESAUCE A
Rt ey cuokad, pesiad 1 1b. cleaned squid tubes, fresh | 5 cuns sooked pior -
2tbsp. butter, melted SLHIAN e 3 garlic cloves, crushed
2tbsp. flour Batter: h 1 cup chopped parsley
% cup milk flour 1tsp. salt
1 cup poaching liquid cooking oil legg, beaten
% cup sour cream Batter: 1tsp. curry powder
1egg yolk, slightly beaten % cup flour % cup chopped green onion
1tbsp. lemon juice 1egg, dash salt & pepper 2 cans (19 0z. each) tomatoes
1tsp. salt % cup water 1tsp. thyme
% tsp. pepper Applesauce: 4 garlic cloves, crushed
Ya tsp. dill weed 1tsp. cornstarch 1bay leaf
¥ tsp. paprika 2tbsp. cold water % tsp. salt
Dash cayenne 1 cup applesauce 1tsp. sugar
1tbsp. butter, melted % tsp. grated lemon peel % cup dry white wine
% cup bread crumbs 1tsp. sugar % cup water
2tbsp. catsup
Simmer squid in 2 cups boiling Fry bacon until crisp, drain,
salted water, 1 hour. Drain and | Simmer squid in 2 cups boiling | FéServing fat and crumble. In 2
reserve 1 cup of poaching | salted water 1 hour or pressure | PSP. bacon fat, saute onion
1 Cut squid into small | cook 5 minutes. Drain, cut | UBtil Remove from
pieces. In a greased casserole, | Squid in quarters. Dry well, | Deat. Add next 6 ingredients
Combi batter i di bacon. Stuff

layer potatoes and squid en-
ding with potatoes. Blend flour
in butter. Gradually add milk

and stir well. Pour over the
Combine butter

and blend until smooth. Heat
oil to 375°F. Dip squid in flour,
then in batter. Deep fry 4
pieces at a time, about 5
minutes until golden brown.
Drain well. Serve with ap-
plesauce.

and breadcrumbs. Sprinkle
over casserole. Bake at 350°F,
30 minutes.

I!aku 6 servings.

Blend cornstarch with water.

Add to applesauce and cook 2
minutes. Stir in lemon peel,
sugar and catsup. Serve hot.
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€€ A pproximately 70% of a

RCMP’s time is spent
dealing with non-criminal
matters,” points out Sgt. Ted
Whelan, one of three crime
prevention/police community
1| relations officers in Newfoun-
dland. ‘‘Besides the regular
patrols and public information
services, we also act as a
referral for many miscellaneous
complaints. In some com-
munities we do driving tests,
issue fire permits, hunting
licenses, and carry out Customs
Act inspections.

“Unfortunately certain
images persist. A typical
situation would be when an
officer drops into the super-
market on his way home from
work to pick up a loaf of bread.
While in the lineup, he hears a
mother trying to quiet a con-
trary child. She says, ‘You be
quiet now or that policeman will
take you away’. It’s unfortunate
that people still grow up with
that attitude toward the police.””

Newfoundland have had an
extensive crime prevention and
police community relations
program. Using such usual aids
as pamphlets, slide presen-
tations, and even coloring books,
special crime prevention
programs have been tailored to
the needs of tourists, motorists,
home owners, businessmen,
school children, community
service groups, senior citizens
and women, to mention a few.
There is, for example, a
program called “Neighborhood
Watch” which any community
can get involved in by applying
to the nearest RCMP Station and
asking for it. It seeks to prevent
burglaries, vandalism and other

neighborhoood crimes by
cooperative action of people in
the neighborhood.

Another very successful crime
prevention program is called
“‘Operation Identification’’.
Citizens can register the serial
numbers of valuable items such
as stereos and cameras with the
RCMP. An engraving tool can

Ever since 1972, the RCMP in_

- many sports, i

The long, friendly arm of the law

WorkingTogether
To Prevent Crime

be borrowed from the RCMP to
further mark any valuables. The
list of your valuables can be then
stored on a computer where it
can be reached, not only by the

RCMP, but by city and
provincial police forces
throughout Canada. There

already have been a number of
cases of items stolen in one
province, recovered in another
province years later, and
returned to the rightful owner.

“Canada’s nationwide crime
prevention program is the envy
of the United States and other
nations,”” explains Sgt. Whelan,
“‘primarily because it is so well
organized and so far-reaching.”

Sports for the young people
occupy many RCMP members
in their off-duty hours. Members
serve as coaches, referees and
on the board of directors of
luding softball,

school.”

The RCMP also supervised a
very worthwhile program called
the Family Services Unit. In this
program a Bachelor of Social
Work graduate was employed to
counsel juvenile offenders, help
straighten out family problems,
find jobs for people, and refer
them to other social service
agencies. Family situations
involving wife-beating, alcohol-
ism and similar problems are, in
fact, the worst situations for
RCMP members to walk into.
The majority of RCMP deaths
and serious injuries occur when
they arrive at a house where
there is a family fight going on.

““We are policemen, not social
workers,” explains Sgt. Ted
Whelan, “but we are also human
beings, and we can recognize
that many family problems call
for more than just law en-
forcement. The Family Service
unit filled that gap between
police and social workers very
nicely”’.

Again, on the human side,
RCMP Members have to enforce
the laws whether they approve
of them or not.

“It was a great help to our
work when, in 1977, Newfound-
land finally made it illegal to
consume liquor in a vehicle,”

ds Ted Whalen. ‘‘Before

soccer, hockey and even figure
skating. The force is par-
ticularly active in juvenile
hockey which many people are
reluctant to manage because
players are often eighteen years
old, almost adults, and can be
fairly saucy. The RCMP are
good people to keep the games
clean and-competitive.

“You meet many of the
hockey players later when they
are out of school and working in
a store somewhere,” mentions
Sgt. Whelan. “Sometimes you’ll
meet them on the street and
they’ll ask how the league is
going, because they still
remember it. Then they’ll tell
you how much they appreciated
it when they were in high

that, we saw many accidents in
the making that we were
powerless to stop.”’

o
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ention the RCMP and

most people will think
right away of the Highway
Patrol.  Although most of
Newfoundland’s 750 RCMP
members appear now and then
on the highway, in fact there are
only 53 fulltime highway
patrolmen in Newfoundland.
Decks Awash spoke with Cor-
poral Malcolm MacKinnon, a
native of Inverness, Cape
Breton, who has been working
the highways of Newfoundland
for nine years.

“] must say we have to cope
with a wide variety of attitudes
in the people we stop on the high-
way,” points out Corporal
MacKinnon. ‘“‘However, most
people assume that you've
stopped them for speeding.
Even if another violation is
obvious, the first thing they’ll
say to you is, ‘I wasn't
speeding.’ "

Highway patrolmen in the
United States are only allowed
to stop a car if they see a
violation being committed. In
Canada the RCMP are allowed
to stop vehicl

Have radar, will travel

classified into one of three
categories: pass, warn, or fail.

Of course, a person who fails
will be taken back to the station
for a breathalyzer, but a person
whose breath registers a war-
ning, is not chargeable, even
though he may be a threat to the
safety on the highway. Some
provinces have allowed
policemen to give a 24-hour
suspension of driver’s licence
for anyone whose breath
registers a warn on the ALERT
unit.

“Once you've stopped an
impaired driver,” says Corporal
MacKinnon, ‘he’s usually quite
polite. He's more mad at himself
for getting caught, rather than
being mad at you for catching
him.”

Many people assume that
RCMP on the highway have a
quota system whereby every
policeman must turn in a certain
number of tickets per day or per
week. This is not the case. As
Malcolm MacKinnon explains:
“You"s rgnpec'.ed to produce but
not a particular number. Every

Corporal MacKinnon calls this
the policemen’s inner sense:
“‘Quite often you can tell just by
the expression on the driver's
face, or the fact that the
passengers are turning around
to look at you.

“‘After a few years on the high-
way, believe me, it's not hard to
tell the cars that are carrying
open liquor, bags of marijuana
or committing some other
violation. Usually you will meet
them going in the other direction
and as soon as they see you,
quite often their car will weave
across the center line towards
you.

Many highway patrol cars are
now carrying a device called the
ALERT, which is used as a
preliminary roadside breath
test to help the policeman decide
on the spot whether it is worth
taking the driver back to the
station for a breathalyzer test.
When the person blows into the
ALERT unit, his breath is

li an has his own level
according to how much time he
spends with each offender or
how often he becomes involved
in long investigations.”

This is the equipment found in a Highway Patrol car's trunk: first aid kit with/|
measuring tape, etc., fire extinguisher, asbestos gloves, camera outfit, flares,
crowbar, shovel, tow rope, cones, brook. and reflector sign.

The information available to a
highway patrolman in his car is
quite impressive. The new radar
units in the cars will give an
instantaneous readout of a
vehicle’s speed, whether it is
approaching, receding, or
crossing the beam. The unit is
accurate to 1/100 kph. By using
the radio in the car the
patrolman can link up with the
police computer. By simply
reading off the licence number
of a car, a patrolman can be told
the owner’'s name, address,
criminal record(if he has one),
whether he has been reported as
a missing person or is now
charged with any offence. If a
stopped car is being searched
and any unusual items such as
televisions or outboard motors
are found, calling the serial
number of each items into the
computer can ascertain whether
the item has been stolen, even if
it was reported to a small town
police force in United States or
Canada some years ago.

“The highway patrol is okay,”
says Malcolm MacKinnon, “for
any person who likes to work
under his own initiative. You've
got a car and you are on your
own. Myself, I like driving, and I
like the freedom of the job.” u
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ie-detector is an old slang
term for the polygraph,
and polygraphists are very
sensitive to terminology. If you
want to see a polygraphist
squirm, call his unit a machine,
instead of an instrument!
““People see a very deceptive
view of the polygraph on TV
detective shows,”” points out Sgt.
Russell, one of two
polygraphists with the RCMP in
Newfoundland. ‘Sometimes

they will show a person attached
to the polygraph and a number

Sergeant Robert Russell, expert polygraphist with the RCMP, explains his
imgtrument to a criminology class at Memorial University.

The truth and nothing but the truth

of detectives walking around the
room, firing questions at him.
Actually the polygraph
throughout Canada and the
States is employed in a much
more scientific way.”

All polygraph examinations
are strictly voluntary and
nothing is hidden from the
candidate. The results of the
tests are a very reliable in-
'dication of whether the can-
didate is answering in a truthful
or deceptive manner.

By means of pens on a moving
paper roll, the polygraph
records three physiological
changes in the subject: cardiac
changes (including blood
pressure variations, heartbeat,
and pulse rate), respiratory
changes, and skin resistance,
which is a measure of how much
a subject is perspiring.

Any person who wishes to
undergo a polygraph
examination is first assessed for
any severe medical or mental
problems that would affect the
accuracy of the polygraph. Then
the person is given a complete
explanation of how the
polygraph works.

The next phase of the pre-test
procedure is a complete
discussion with the candidate of
his knowledge of the criminal
incident. Then, the polygraphist
and the candidate together
compile the questions that will
be asked during the polygraph
examination. The polygraphist
asks the questions one more
time and hears the answers
from the candidate, just so both
parties are as comfortable as
possible.

During the actual polygraph
test the questions are asked and
responded to three separate
times with only the candidate
and the polygraphist in the
room. At any point in the test the
subject can ask to have the
examination stopped, to have
some questions withdrawn, or to
have some questions changed.
The entire testing procedure
takes about two hours.

After the test is completed, the
polygram or paper record is
removed from the instrument
and the results are analysed.
The candidate can then be
classified as truthful, deceptive
or indefinite. Most cases of an
indefinite reading can be
resolved by another polygraph
examination at a later time.
Evidence obtained from a
polygraph test is admissible in
court under the same rules of
evidence that apply to any
verbal statement.




DECKS AWASH - 15

Busting the big-timers

he use of soft drugs such

as marijuana is no longer
limited to the main centres of
the province. Almost every
community has a few dope
smokers and the province's
deeply indented coastline offers
thousands of potential points for
importation of drugs. As a
result, RCMP from Cape Race
to Cape Chidley are carefully
trained in  narcotics in-
vestigations.

“Qur job is to go after the
traffickers - the big fellows,”
explains a narcotics agent in a
Decks Awash interview.
“Inevitably some people get
nailed for possession in the
process, but we can’t pretend
that possession is legal. In fact,
most possession charges are
laid by regular uniformed
personnel in the course of their
normal duties.”

The Narcotics Section at-
tracts a lot of young members of
the RCMP because the job is
very challenging. It involves a
lot of freedom, working in plain
clothes, and travel. However, it

is exhaustive’'work and the hours

are very irregular.

The RCMP in Newfoundland
have seized a great deal of
contraband narcotics and yet
they have no proper place to
store them. Bales of marijuana
are a particularly hazardous
item because they have been
known to contain sticks of
dynamite or to be totally in-
fested with tropical bugs.

“For the traffickers, it all

comes down to money. That's
what they're into it for,”” ex-
plains the narcotics officer,
“particularly when you get
into the heavier drugs such
as cocaine,

LSD, and other

chemicals. Many of the traf-
fickers don’t even use the drug
themselves.”” Apparently it is
not unusual for narcotics of-
ficers, in the course of a bust to
find huge rolls or bags full of
money containing, perhaps as
much as $50 thousand.
According to the RCMP, there
is virtually no heroin used in
Newfoundland, and very little
cultivation of marijuana. They
recently closed down a lab that
was manufacturing the
chemical PCP and to their
knowledge, there is no LSD
being made in the province. In
recent years a number of large
drug trafficking organizations
have been uncovered. In St.
John'’s during 1979 one un-
'dercover operation concluded
with forty-two individuals being
charged with 58 separate of--
fences. A\

Five pounds of prime Colombian marijuana that arrived last year in a suitcase

$9000/1b. street value.

from Montreal. Valued at $450/1b. in Montreal, $1000/Ib. in St. John's, and
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he RCMP even has a place

for animal lovers. The
service dog section has been in
existence since 1937 and the
RCMP training kennels are
located in Innisfail, 60 miles
north of Calgary, Alberta. After
trying a number of different dog
breeds, including Doberman
Pinschers, the force finally
settled on using Alsatians
(German Shepherds).

Training for the dogs begins
when they are about one-year-
old, at which time they are
matched with their master, and
both undergo an intensive 14-
week training session.

“You must remember that
these are working dogs, not
pets,” states Corporal Mat-
thews, a native of Woodstock,

Canine crime-busters

New Brunswick. ‘“Dogs have
personalities, just like people,
and the dog and his master must
be matched. You don't put a
hard dog with a soft man, or vice
versa.”

After a dog has learned basic
obedience, he is trained in his
primary duties of tracking and
search work. The dogs are
taught to follow scents both on
the ground and airborne--scents
of the human body, clothing,
spent cartridges, leather, cloth,
liquids, plastics, gun metal, etc.

““Many people ask us how you
reward a dog,” smiles Tom
Matthews. ‘“‘Actually, the dog
works for praise and in response
to a bond with his master.”
After years of working together,
a bond of loyalty develops

Ajax and Corporal Tom Matthews

between man and dog. The dog
works to please his master, and
in return he receives the very
best of care.

“The dogs are very sensitive
to fear and tension in the at-
mosphere,” explains Corporal
Matthews. “When we are on a
crucial track after a missing
child or a man with a gun, both
man and dog are far more alert
than when in a simple training
session.”

Training, by the way, takes
place regularly between calls.
But there are a lot of calls. For
the year 1979, the four police
service dogs in Newfoundland
answered a total of 541 requests
for assistance. It has been
estimated that training a police
dog costs about $15,000, but each
year those dogs repay the in-
vestment many times by saving
human lives.

A police service dog and
master stay and work together
as long as circumstances per-
mit.

“Our dogs run a fair risk of
being shot or stabbed,’” points
out Corporal Matthews,
“because we are often the first
on the scene of the crime, and
the dog is trained not to be
afraid of gunfire.”

However, when a dog jumps
for a hand that wields a gun or
knife, he will use only as much
force as is necessary to release
the weapon. Service dogs are
strictly trained never to be
savage.

Versatility is the service dog's
major asset. The dog is trained
to sniff out not only people, but
any object that does not belong
to a particular environment -
such as a metal object in a field,
or a glove behind a building. In
one case last year in Western
Newfoundland, a railroad track
had been blockaded, nearly

i a train derail
When the police service dog
began searching, he found not
only the young fellows who had
done the deed, but he also
located the engineer's eye
glasses which had been lost
during the clean-up!
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From runaway juveniles to traffic control

osters of 14 of Canada’s

most wanted criminals
hang on the notice board of the
Channel-Port aux Basques
RCMP attachment. Scattered
around the waiting area are
public awareness pamphlets:
“tips on paper hangers' (bad
check passers) and, ‘‘shoplif-
ting, it’s a crime” are some of
them. And every few minutes a
resident or a RCMP officer
scurries through the door. This
RCMP detachment is a busy
place.

Gary Bass, one of the ten
officers stationed in Channel-
Port aux Basques, is everyone’s
image of a RCMP officer. Tall,
good-looking and well-built, he’s
the detachment’s Crown
Prosecutor. He looks after cases
that don’t require the ex-
perience or expertise of a
criminal lawyer.

Gary, a 9-year veteran of the
RCMP and a native of New
Brunswick, doesn’t act alone.
He’s in constant contact with the
Prosecutor’s office, the nearest
one being in Corner Brook.
Although the offences are
primarily of a minor nature,
there are a lot of them - 1200
between January and Sep-
tember 15.

“We do a lot of assistance
work for other detachments,”
explains Gary who has been in
Port aux Basques for two years.
“We try to locate runaway
juveniles, stolen vehicles, we
enforce all Federal Statutes - the
Narcotic Control Act, the Food
and Drug Act; Provincial
Statutes - Liquor Control Act,

Highway Traffic Control;
well as Criminal Code Work."”
The majority of cases he deals
with are drug or alcohol related.
They are not only offences under
the Acts, but also cases of willful
damage and assault while under

the influence of either alcohol or
o L — .

Constable Gary Bass, RCMP Channel - Port aux Basques detachment.

| it's
| anywhere else but it certainly is

‘é that Port aux Basques is a port

drugs. J

The usual drugs are soft, such
as marijuana, although there
are some chemicals such as LSD
and PCP (phencyclidene).
There appears to be little
problem in obtaining them in the
area.

“I'd say on a per capita basis
we have a fair drug problem,”
points out Bass. ‘I don’t know if
any worse here than

a problem. No doubt the fact

| of entry (or exit) and its
proximity to the mainland
makes access to drugs easier.”
In any case, the detachment is
well aware of the problems and
is doing its best to see that the
laws of the land are enforced.
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y mid-September, we had

responded to 2,200 com-
plaints in the Stephenville
area,”” states Staff Sergeant Bill
Smith, officer in charge of the
RCMP detachment in that west
coast town. “‘I guess we will run
over 3,000 by the time the year is
out.” This is in addition to
serving summons and executing
warrants for people who have
committed crimes elsewhere
but who live here.

Although busy throughout the
year in the Stephenville area,
there are peak times such as the
Christmas season.

“People are under a great
deal of stress then,’”” Smith
explains. “They may have
overspent their budgets, they
may be drinking more and they
may be having a large number

In Stephenville crime doesn’t pay

after, and you see bottles
around. You think, holy cow,
what would my children do in a
situation like that?"”

Perhaps, even more alarming
than the family squabbles is
what happens to these children
when they grow up. More often
than not, they end up in the same
circumstances. The women in
the force are often the most
effective with these family
problems.

Drugs are another problem in
the area. In response to the
criticism that the police don’t
seem to be able to control the
supply, Smith explains that
drugs are simply too difficult to
detect and supplies are easy to
get. A woman could have a
quantity of drugs in her purse
and unless the police know that
she has them, it is almost im-

ible to seize them.

of family These,
incidentally, are the most
dangerous calls. You've got a
man and woman fighting, and
all of a sudden everything turns
around and you've got firearms
involved -- it can be very
dangerous. You've got children
crying in the background -- they
are obviously not being looked

“Even if you cleared up the
whole town one day, there would
be drugs back on the street the
next day,"” Smith claims. “If you
are worried that your teenager
might be on drugs, the first thing
you should look for is a decline in
his/her grades -- that’s usually a
good indicator.”

Staff Sergeant Bill Smith, RCMP detachment, Stephenville.

In his opinion, the crime rate
in the Stephenville area is very
low, and of a minor nature. The
typical break and entry is the
theft of a half dozen beer or a
carton of cigarettes. This is
usually because the offenders
are intoxicated or on drugs.
They want to go to a party and
be a big hero so they steal some
liquor to take to the party.

Although born in New
Brunswick, Sergeant Smith has
spent most of his 22 years in the
RCMP in Nova Scotia. Despite
his experience, he is still
somewhat sensitive about his
name.

“You know, Bill Smith is a
very common name. There are
four Bill Smiths in the RCMP in
Newfoundland alone. I have
three children Jennifer,
Manning and Saskia. You have
to be unusual if your name is
Smith,” he laughs.

In Smith’s detachment of 20
members, two officers are
women. Smith explains that
most women in the force are
physically able to handle
themselves as they usually are
fairly big girls. They have to be
because there are basic physical
requirements for men and
women. It isn’t that you have to
be a big bruiser type but rather
you need to have the stamina to
withstand long periods of
physical stress.

Clearly, this RCMP officer
loves his job and feels fortunate
to be one of the ten per cent of
Canadi who dl
enjoy their work. He also has
some interesting ideas on the
cost of the criminal justice
system.

“Let’s just take a look at the
cost of the whole thing. Let’s say
there’s a young man who is
drifting along. He may take a
job for awhile, then he goes on
unemployment, then he drifts
into short-term and then long-
term social assistance. The
taxpayer pays for these ser-
vices. Then he goes out and
breaks a few windows or sells
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some drugs to some kids. Again,
the taxpayer has to pay the
police to try to control this
situation. The taxpayer has to
pay for the lock-ups and prisons.
“Now, this guy decides he
wants a trial by jury -- and legal
aid. The taxpayer pays for his
stay in jail, the court facilities,
the jury, the clerks, the Chief
Justice, the Crown prosecutor,
etc. Then he is found guilty. It
can cost anywhere from $15,000
to $25,000 to keep a man behind
bars for one year. While in jail
he decides that he wants an
education — the taxpayers pay
for that. Then he gets paroled.
He has to have a parole officer.
Now he has nowhere to live, so
the taxpayers pay for a half-way
house - and the list goes on."
But for the man who works all
his life, the situation is far dif-
ferent. In Bill Smith's case, for
example, if he were to commit a
crime, his career is ruined, his
family is ruined, and he must

. of the good old times.

Name:

pay all the costs for a fair trial.
It certainly is something to think
about.

““Take the case of your coming
home and finding your house in
shambles. Just about everything
has been maliciously destroyed.
Your family pictures have been
set fire to. Sure, you may be
insured, but these photos are
irreplaceable. You are the
victim and really there is
nothing that can be done to
restore your home to its former
condition,” continues Bill as he
gives his views. He strongly
feels that these are things that
everybody should think about.

But Bill is no pessimist — far
from it.

“] want you to know that I
think we’ve got the best country
in the world. The justice system
is good — I know it may not be
the whole answer — but the
system is at least as good as
anything anybody else has,
especially here in Atlantic

Stuck on what to give Aunt Effie and Uncle Earl for Christmas?

How about a bound volume of all of the 1980 issues of Decks Awash edged in gold” It
makes the ideal gift for friends and relatives alike. It is especially suitable for those who
have left Newfoundland or Labrador and would like something to bring back memories
A card in your name will be sent at Christmas — the gift will follow in late January.

The cost for such fine memories — a mere $12.00

Name(s) of person(s) to receive the book:

Canada. I feel the police bend
over backwards to do the best
job they can and to help their
public in every way that they
can.”

As a parting shot, Bill leads
the way down to his so-called
overnight lockup. There are two
cells, one for men and the other
for women. While spotlessly
clean, they are dark with
scarcely enough light to read.
Meals are brought in from local
restaurants and there is a
shower for inmates who might
have to stay longer than over-
night. The doors are large
sliding gates of bars with huge
locks. While adequate, these
calls are far from a pleasant
place to be.

“This would sure deter me
from wanting to get into
trouble,” says Bill. “Why, when
I'm checking on the locks I even
wonder. what I'd do if I ac-
cidentally locked myself in!""
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Royal Newfoundland Constabulary

On the beat

by Susan Sherk
t 7:50 pom. I arrive at
police headquarters in St.
John’s. Ten minutes later I am
sitting in the back of car 201,
heading towards district 2 — the
tough district on a Friday night.

District 2 includes Water and
Duckworth Streets in downtown
St. John’s. These two streets are
blocked solid with pubs. But
right now there’s no action. The
stores are still open and most
people are still shopping.

Come midnight the scene will
change. By 1:30 a.m. when the
lounges close, the 14 cars on
patrol in the city will be kept
hopping and much of it will
centre on the downtown area.

Calling all cars. Keep a watch
out for Newfoundland licence
plate 77356, stolen from Water
Street a half an hour ago.

The patrol car pulls up at the
lock-up on Water Street, in the
basement of the Courthouse. We
knock and are let in, So far, it's
quiet. The 3 women's cells are
empty. In the men’s cells one
man is sleeping off a binge and
four young guys are waiting to
be admitted to H.M. Peniten-
tiary. They hear us coming and
race to the bars. “Got a light?”’
they ask. The cells are narrow
and small, but clean,

Time passes slowly for these
men. They don't receive the
attention that the inmates at the
“pen” do. No activities, no
change of scenery, except once a
day when they are taken to the
pen for some exercise, but even
that only takes one hour.

We go back on patrol.

Car 201. We just got an
anonymous call and it has been
reported that a 14-year-old is

report in with the dispatch.

Car 201. What's your 10-20? A
rock has been thrown through a
window of a red Datsun on
Bonaventure Avenue. Check it
out!

We do. And it isn’t a rock. It's
more like a boulder. The window
of the car is completely
demolished. The car was parked
on a busy street but most people

running around a
centre with most of his clothes
torn off.

We take off. It's not an
emergency so the speed limit is
obeyed. We arrive, drive around
the parking lot several times but
can spot nothing unusual. We

were
baseball game. A CB set has
been stolen. Fortunately, the
victim has taken advantage of
the police’'s operation iden-
tification program and has the
radio marked.

The police take down the

Constable Curtis Earle and Constable Len Throne ‘“‘on the beat’
radio is their vital communications link.

*. The 2-way

particulars and tell the un-
fortunate individual to report in
the morning to headquarters.
There the car will be dusted for
fingerprints which will be
checked with those of criminals
who are known for that type of
offence.

We head back to town.

Disturbance at the Star Hall

We check it out and find that
the kids had already dispersed.

“It's a slow Friday night, but'
you never know,” explains
patrolman Len Thorne. “It
could bust wide open after
midnight.”

As we drive back and forth
from district 2 to district 7 on the
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