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introduction
between the covers
It seems Decks Awash is in a constant state of

change. In our June issue, we changed our for­
mat to keep up with the times. Then, in October.
our editor, Susan Sherk. resigned to join the
Mobil Oil Company. We wish her success in her
new venture. We now hope to continue to produce
and improve the quality that she developed over
the last eight years.

Sharon Gray, who has been our home gardener
since October, 1978, has decided to discontinue
her series; we thank her for her contributions. In
her place, we welcome Ross Traverse who has
wide experience and training in agriculture.

Meanwhile, working weekends and nights,
writer David Wegenast and your new editor have
taken photos, researched and written the
balance of the copy. We have maintained a
hectic pace, had great visits with people on the
North Shore, and managed this issue on time.

Again, we are faced with lack of space in both
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our Constant Comments and Back Section. In
future we will run various articles alternately.

As we are now at the end of the year. we thank
our readers for their tremendous response. We
have raised our out-of-province subscription rate
to $7.50 a year to help cover rising costs. Our
circulation this month has hit the 30,000 mark
and shows no sign of declining. We regret.
however, that we cannot send cards inside the
province for free subscriptions - it is far too
costly.

This is a busy time for everyone. Let us
remember the reason for all this activity. In the
words of St. Luke, "Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace, good will toward men." All
the best to you and yours throughout the
Christmas season.

~7 .1"" ,{~r(..«~
E4itor

Free subscriptions for Newfoundland and
Labrador residents are available by writing to
Decks Awash, Extension Service. Memorial
University of Newfoundland. St. John's, New­
foundland, AIC 5S7. Paid subscriptions for non­
Newfoundland residents are available at $7.50 a
year. Please make cheques payable to Memorial
University of Newfoundland, attention Sally Lou
LeMessurier. For further information. telephone
(709) 737·8486.
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history
Bay de Verde

Bay de Verde was once known as Bay of
Ards and was settled at least 100 years

before most of the North Shore. The first
recorded settler of Bay de Verde was Isaac
Dethick who moved there (rom Placentia'in 1662.
When Captain Sir John Berry visited Bay de
Verde in 1675 he recorded that there were nine
families of settlers or planters. Four of the
families had the surname Tavenor. Other sur·
names were Tobin, Smith and Hill. There were
also 82 servants living there; 14 boats and 8
stages. There were 13 vessels visiting from
England that summer carrying a total com­
plement of 232 men.

Bay de Verde was attacked by the French on
January 3, 1697 durin~ King William's war. The
French were led by De Montigny. They burned 14
houses and the 90 settlers ned into the woods.

After 1710, the Irish began to arrive in the Bay
de Verde area. chiefly as servants. By 1753 there
'were 128 people in the town. of which 59 were
Irish. The population grew to 657 in 1869, to 712 in
1901, and to 873 in 1945. Tbrougho!1t this period
the population has always been roughly hall
Roman Catholic and hall Anglican.

One of the old families was that of Edmund
.Moores, who came from County Kilkenny,
Ireland, during the 182Os. Affiliating himsell with

,a Mr. Ryan from Bonavista, Edmund Moores
became a fish merchant in the area, acquiring
stores and numerous schooners. By 1898, the
business was being run by Edward, Andrew and
Thomas Moores, and their competitors were
John and Michael O'Neill, The Moores even­
tually closed out in the early 1930s at which time
a John Lockyer had become a merchant and his
business lasted until the early 195Os.

The Fishermen's Protective Union (FPU) was
established in Bay de Verde in 1911, when it
bought a store from Edmund Moores. A Bay de
Verde man, Andrew Broaders, became the vice­
president of the FPU throughout Newfoundland.
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A dramatic incident occurred in 1939 when the
Jocal relief officer, Dennis Noonan demanded
that the local men work in order to receive their
6e per day dole. In protest, a mob gathered,
encircled the hOll-se with a chain, and were about
to pull it down when the word came along that
there was a sick woman in the community who
had to be pulled by sled over the barrens to the
Old Perlican Hospital. This humanitarian
mission dispersed the crowd and Noonan's house
was saved.

Western Bay
The settlement of this area was attempted as

early as the mid-l600s but the first few attempts
were failures, By 1889, Western Bay had a
population of 1,117, but since then it has declined
considerably, By 1921 there were 869 and by 1945
only 596 people lived in Western Bay.

The Labrador fishery was very important. In
1884, 327 men went down the Labrador and
caught 10,973 quintals of fish, That same year 175
inshore fishermen caught 1,987 quintals.

Western Bay was also the boyhood home of the
famous poet. professor and preacher, E.J. Pratt.
He was born at Western Bay on February 4,1882,
His father was the Reverend John Pratt from
Yorkshire. His mother was Fanny Knight, the
daughter of a Newfoundland sea captain.

From Newfoundland (1923)
Tide and wind and crag,
Seaweed and sea-sbell
And broken rudder-
And the story is told
Ofbuman veins andpulses,
Of eternal pathways offire,
Ofdreams tbat survive the nigbt,
Ofdoors beld ajar in storms.

E,J, Pratt (1882-1964)

Job's Cove
Up and down the shore, Job's Cove is renowned

for its excellent sculls of caplin and the grandeur
of the Droke - a natural canyon about two



rather like the root cellars that are still very
prevalent along the sho're. These sod houses
were well insulated. They were out of the wind;
took very little wood. to heat; and benefitted from
the natural warmth of the earth in the win­
tertime.

During the winter. however, when there was
no fishin'g~ many of the early residents of the
North Shoret particularly in exposed. barren
areas preferred to move inland where there was
shelter from the Atlantlc gales. and a much
greater supply of wood.. These winter cabins
were known as tilts. and traditional wood-cutting
rights, held by many families in areas inland
from the shore.' probably date from the time
when that family owned a tilt and lived in that
area during the winter. Inland from Northern
Bay, for instance. there is a berry-picking area
still known as "under the tilts". And there is a
section of the Gull Island community that. is
known as Tilttown.

Northern Bay
The first settlers of Northern Bay are con­

sidered to be John Cummins and Thomas
Fogarty of Ireland who arrived about 1810 and
bought out the fishing premises of John Webb.
Cummins later sold out to Stephan Johnstone
who came from Sibley's Cove. Johnstone's
descendetnts live in the area today but their
surname is spelled Johnson. Other surnames
common today that were also found in the mid­
1800s in Northern Bay are Hogan. Hinchey. Dale.
Puddester and Reynolds (formerly Rennells).

The population of Northern Bay was 282 in
1836, rose to a maximum of 448 in 1921. and has
declined gradually since then. By 1945 there
were 420 in the community and by 1969 this was
down to 325.

On Februarr 4. 1863. the barque Rothessy went
ashore on the sands, and was heavily looted by
the locals, which brought upon them the wrath of
their clergy.

Merchants in the community were Hinchey,
March, Hogan. and Johnstone. About 1920. Joe
Hogan. nicknamed Joe Deuce, set up a small

hu;:~e:r~~e:e~~:;h:~~0:USp:::dt~ot~:~:e::~eI~'s!~~~
over from Bell Island about 180f). They landed on
the beach at the bottom of the Droke. but chose to
live atop the high cliffs. They named the place
Devil's Cove. The population in 1836 was 202, and
the most it has ever been was 335 in 1945. By 1966.
the population was back down to 202.

The first Roman Catholic church in Job's Cove
was built in 1838 by Father quffy. An incident of
religious violence occurred in 1947. An
Orangemen's parade from Burnt Point was
heading for Lower Island Cove, but was stopped
by Catholics at the Job's Cove bridge. deman­
ding that they return to Burnt Point. One Roman
Catholic fired a shot into the air as a warning,
and a minute later he shot the white horse that
led the parade. A fist-fight broke out at this point
and the Catholics were the winners. The
Orangemen were forced to turn around and head
back to Burnt Point.

Life of the early seWers
The first people to settle the North Shore.

whether they jumped ship, or were stranded in
Newfoundland when their British masters went
bankrupt, or whether they came quite volun­
tarily. were faced with a struggle to survive in a
rugged land.

Sod houses were probably the first dwellings
along the shore and were not only easy to con­
struct but also very practical. A hole would be
dug back into the hillside and a rough. log cabin
would be built. and then the whole structure
would be surrounded by sod. making it look
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tavern where he sold not only home-brewed beer
(5¢ a glass) but also home-made religious
statues and crucifixes.

Some of the residents of Northern Bay
originally descended from pirates and legend
has it that pirate treasure is buried about one­
half mile inland from Northern Bay in an area
known as Deuce Tillet's Path. (Deuce Tillet was
one of the pirates years ago.) If there is treasure
in the area, it is a spot ideally chosen to foil the
compasses of search parties. In 1968 or 1969 some
government land surveyors were in the area and
had to come back several times as their in­
struments were rendered unreliable by a
magnetic disturbance in the area.

The local word for a rocky hill is "tolt" and
there is an interesting story surrounding the
origin of Hannah's Tolt, located inland from
Northern Bay near Welsh's Pond. It occurred
probably in the 1920s or the 1930s. Late in the fall
of the year when a crowd of women were in the
woods berry-picking, Hannah Milley and her
daughter must have been separated from the
main group of women, when a snowstorm sud­
denly broke out. They never made it back to the
community. Search parties failed to turn up the
bodies, but about 17 years later, a man named
Lewis Crummey was in the woods partridge
hunting and he found the two bodies and their
rusted berry buckets down at the base of a tolt,
which was then named Hannah's Tolt.

The Sands at Northern Bay was a gathering­
place for local people on many occasions, and

. one of these was the forest fire of 1920. Both
people and wildlife congregated on the sands,
and many residents buried their valuables in the
sand in case the flames got too close.

Many disputes were settled on the beach, and
one of these is retold by Tom Mullaly. Ap­
parently there were two fishermen in the com­
munity who had been trying to outdo each other
for many years, but neither one clearly emerged
as the best man. Finally they agreed to a fist­
fight on the sands. A referee was duly appointed;
and contestants boxed bare-knuckled for 12
hours- before they were too exhausted to con­
tinue, and the referee reluctantly declared the
match a draw!

Ghosts at Northern Bay
The community of Northern Bay is dominated

by a large, beautiful sand beach that has been a
provincial park since February 13, 1967. Before
the real beginning of settlement of Northern
Bay, this beach was the site of a terrible
disaster. On September 12,1775, a fleet of foreign
fishing vessels, numbering about 8 to 10 square
riggers, was driven ashore during a violent
storm, and possibly up to 300 lives were lost. In a
matter of a couple of hours, the wind backed
three or four points of the compass, and when the
gale came northeast the vessels dragged their
anchors through the sand and drove up on the
beach. A cabin boy survived, changed his name,
and lived out his life in Job's Cove.

This massive shipwreck is believed to be the
origin of a long tradition of ghost stories about
the sands. These ghosts are most active at times
just before a storm, and particularly storms out
of the northeast. The ghosts thus act as a war­
ning of rough weather to come.

The ghosts of the dead seamen who crawled
upon the rocks are often heard crying aloud and
are known as the 'Hollies'.

"The bawling of the Hollies sounds just like a
crowd of frogs," maintains Tom Mullaly of
Northern Bay. "Sometimes they are up to
mischief, but at other times the Hollies can be
helpful." John Hogan, a fisherman who died in
1972, used to see the Hollies around storm times,
and he said that they looked like regular men.
The Hollies helped John'haul his fishing gear for
a number of years, and they even helped him
load his crisblow with kelp, (A crishlow is a
basket-like frame that fits onto a slide drawn by
a horse, and it was often used by the local people
to collect kelp from the beach to use as fertilizer
on their gardens,) The word "crishlow" may
have derived from the Irish word "cisean"
meaning basket. Getting back to our story, John
Hogan, while collecting kelp, often found that
when he laid his prong aside to stamp down the
kelp in the crishlow, the Hollies would pick it up
an"- load more on while he stamped it down. The
Hollies were so real and so helpful to John Hogan
that on several occasions he tried to bring them



food or work gloves, but they would never accept
anything from him.

The other famous ghost of the sands is Jack·o­
lantern which is seen before storms as a light
bobbing along the beach. It puts people in mind
of someone walking along the sands, swinging a
lantern to warn the fishermen in the bay to come
home before the approaching storm.

Burnt Point
The first settlers in this community were

Andrew Layman and John Tucker who came in
1810. Other common surnames in the community
that date back to 1835, are Milley, Oliver, and
Wicks. The population of Burnt Point was 96 in
1836 and rose to 307 in 1935. Since then it has
declined and in 1971 there were 234 living in
Burnt Point.

Burnt Point was the scene of a dramatic
shipwreck in December of 1930. The name of the
vessel has been given as The Colf or The Dekult.
The vessel ran ashore during a storm at a spot
known as the Mouse Holes, in Burnt Point. Many
of the crew dived overboard in panic and were
drowned, but three of them managed to reach
the cliffs and climbed up to safety. An additional
four who wisely stayed aboard the vessel were
also safely rescued. One who survived was the
cook, and he told an unusual story about the
disaster. The schooner had left St. John's bound
for Labrador in the spring, but a short distance
from St. John's, at the Sugarloaf, the vessel cut
down two inshore fishermen, and the skipper just
sailed on, refusing to acknowledge the collision.

Many of the crew had sailed with him for
years, and they noticed that he wasn't himself
that summer. On the return voyage, as the vessel
was passing through Baccalieu Tickle the ghosts
of the two fishermen appeared in the wheelhouse
and grabbed the ship's wheeL The captain went
crazy and jumped overboard. The storm at the
time almost drove the ship against Flambro
Head, but the crew managed to keep her off until
reaching Burnt Point.
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Victoria
About 1811, the settlers of Carbonear and

Freshwater found it necessary to move farther
into the country for their woodcutting, and as a
result the land around the present site of Victoria
was cleared. During the 1820s there was a slump
in the fishery and people began to turn more
attention to agriculture.

Settlement began along the road from Car­
bonear to Heart's Content, Trinity Bay. For
many years the settlement was known simply as
Heart's Content Road, but by the late 1840s, it
was named Victoria Village, perhaps in honour
of the Queen, or perhaps in honour of the small
packet ship Victoda that travelled regularl)'
between Carbonear and St. John's.

Living away from the ocean was not a serious
disadvantage to the people of Victoria Village as
the major fishery at the time was on the
Labrador Coast, rather than in the inshore area.
Like anyone else along the North Shore the
people of Victoria could sign on with a merchant
from Carbonear, Harbour Grace or Northern
Bay and travel down to the Labrador to earn
their living.

Rich stands of fir or birch grew around Vic·
toria and local people began to make birch
barrel hoops, barrel staves and lumber to supply
the merchants of Carbonear and the local boat
builders. People lived in tilts with stone hearths
and they gathered gouldwhither to make tea, and
sarsaparilla to make wine.

Early surnames in 1871 include: Antle, Burk,
Clark, Cole, Parsons, Penney, Dean, Summers,
Stephenson, Collins. Powell, Hiscock. Little,
Royle, White, Balam, Bright, Vater, and Rose.

Some 200 people lived in Victoria in 1863 but by
1901 this had grown to 818. Between 1921 and 1935
the population declined from 1.101 to 1,004, at·
tributed to the fact that 28 families moved to
Markland, near Whitbourne, to clear land for
farming and become more self-sufficient. This
was a government project and as an incentive,
free house, land. food and tobacco were provided
for the settlers. The word "village" was of·
fidally dropped from the name of the com­

.munity in 1921 when the population exceeded
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1,000.
In 1895 the Wabana mines on Bell Island

opened as did the Sydney mines in Nova Scotia,
providing work for the people otthe North Shore.
About 1913, a number of merchants' premises
opened in Victoria, including that of Reuben and
William Clarke. Another was George Powell and
Sons. The Powells, in fact, became the largest
merchants north of Carbonear, supplying people
as far away as Grates Cove. With the opening of
the railway in 1913, business boomed.

The United Towns Electric Company built a
hydro·power station in Victoria which came on
stream in November 1904. This was the second
such station to be built in Newfoundland, the first
being in Petty Harbour. The generator and
turbine units installed there in 1904 and 1907 arE::
still in place, and are the oldest in the province.
Part of the station is made of stone, and it is
located in a scenic wooded valley, and New·
foundland Light &: Power one day hopes to open a
small museum there.

The power station .was also the site of a
Prisoner-of·War Camp, built by the"British in
1939. That particular site was chosen because it
provided water, electricity, and isolation. The
camp was completely constructed but was never
actually used; probably because the site was
later deemed to be too strategic.

The first sawmill was established by James'
and David Stephanson and their partner, Robert
Clarke, in 1916. In 1919, a second mill was opened
by Isaiah and John Clarke and William Burke.
Powell's premises were destroyed by fire in 1921
and that same year thousa'nds of acres of forest
burned as a result of sparks from the train's
smokestack.

\

Agriculture fluorished in the area and in the
sample year of 1901, when the town had a
population of 818, there were 765 acres
cultivated, producing 2,970 barrels of potatoes,
47,800 heads of cabbage, 1,240 pounds of butter.
There were 38 horses, 21 cows, 34 sheep, 204
swine, 212 goats, 408 fowl. The people owned 11
boats and,caught 1,520 quintals of fish.

The first school ws built in 1864. The teacher
was Sarah Powell, who was a very busy woman.
She was also Sunday School Superintendent.
Postmistress, and ran a general store.

Another renowned early teacher in the com­
munity was a Mr. Badcock who lived in Car·
bonear and walked four miles each day to teach
school in Victoria. .. \

Ructions and rockfights
Some community rivalry grew up amongst

Carbonear, Harbour Grace, Victoria and nearby
communities over the years. Part of this resulted
from the fact that the fishermen in Victoria,
Salmon Cove, Heart's Content and other com·
munities would often be robbed and beaten in the
woods between Victoria and Carbonear as they
returned from the merchant with their pay in the
fall of the year. In retaliation, many people
passing through, Victoria, were "rocked" or
beaten, and Victoria became known as "Savage
Hollow". I

In 1933, during the depression, men from
Victoria and nearby communities of Salmon
Cove and Freshwater held' meetings on the hills
b1etween Victoria and Carboilear to sign petitions
to send to government demanding an increase in
relief payments (6f per day). When this action
brought no results the men decided to pay a visit
to the welfare officer in Carbonear. The men
were in a state of high dudgeon, and when the
welfare officer did nothing for them, they went to
the home of the local MHA. They picked him up
body and bones, brought him into town, forcing



him to call St. John's demanding more
payments. While the older men were at this, the
young fellows broke into several stores in the
downtown area, and a riot began. The MHA
called St. John's for the police, and they were
sent out by train. Someone among the rioters
placed a call to Spaniard's Bay asking for
assistance, and the people of that community
began tearing up the train track to delay the
arrival of the police. The tactic was successful as
by the time the police had the track repaired and
arrived in Carbonear, everything was quiet.
Eventually, however, some of the hooligans were
brought to trial and spent six months in jail.

A tribute to Victoria
"1 will always have a warm spot in my heart

for the people of Victoria. 1 will never forget
what they did for Newfoundland and Newfound­
landers ... "(Remembering 1949)

"I came around the bay talking 24 hours a day
talking about this wonderful, wonderful op­
portunity for Newfoundland. The campaign was
"penny on edge" - it could go either way ­
Confederate or anti-Confederate. In more than
one community my pleas fell on deaf anti·
Confederate ears .... I was scheduled to reach
Victoria about 12 o'clock at night. I came over
the ridge, tired and dusty. my voice reduced to a
hoarse whisper. I didn't expect anyone to
welcome me at this unlike~y hour, but oh, what a
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joy! What a feeling! What a rejuvenation! What
a blessing! Not only every man and woman, but
every child had forsaken the warmth of their
beds and comfort of sleep to welcome me. I tell
you, those votes made the difference!"
(J .R. Smallwood, at the opening of the new
United Church in Victoria, 1964).

Salmon Cove
This area is marked on the French map from

the year 1680 as "crique de saumon". The first
settler in Salmon Cove itself was Charles
Garland who arrived in 1768. However, nearby
Clown's Cove was settled as early as 1675 by
Joseph Parsons, and in 1747 by Joseph Butt.
Other early family names in the area were Case.
Killaway (now Kelloway), Peach, Pickham.
Penny. Rose, Slade. Vaters, White, Wareham.

By the year 1891, Salmon Cove had 325 people.
There were 87 fishermen who caught 286 quintals
of fish inshore, and 550 quintals on the Labrador
coast. That same year they produced 1,610
barrels of potatoes and 45,000 heads of cabbage
and 1270 pounds of butter. There were 49 sheep as
well as 78 swine. 20 milk cows and 24 other cattle.
In 1891 it was also noted that Salmon Cove had a
Methodist school for 100 students but of the 149
young people under the age of 15, only 39 were in
school. The teacher at the school did not live in
the community but travelled from Freshwater or
Flatrock.
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The mines at Bell ISland, and Sydney, Nova
Scotia, employed many men from Salmon Cove.
Even today, there are families of BUll, Parsons,
Rose, etc., Living in Sydney who originally came
from Salmon Cove. In 1921, for instance, when
the population of the town was 514, there were 77
men who listed their occupation as mining,
while a total of 79 were either fishermen, far·
mers, or both.

'Grates Cove
In 1790, four families named Bullock, Cooper,

Marlin and Snelgrove moved to Grates Cove
from Old Perlican and Lower Island Cove. Other
early settlers were James Janes and John
Hoskins.By 1800 there were 20 inhabitants.

Most of the settlers came from England,
rather than Ireland. It is said that the Duggan
family originated from a man named Forrestell,
who escaped from the Royal Navy and changed
his name when he arrived in Grates Cove. Once
it was possible for settlers to obtain legal grants
of land (after 1813) the population rose swiftly to
376 by 1836. The population peaked in 1928 at 846.
Since then it has declined. By 1945, there were
480 but by 1969, that number was down to 342.

The harbour is surrounded by steep cliffs 50 to
100 feet high which necessitated the use of cable
ways to unload the fish. On the north side of the
harbour Cabot Rock juts from the cliff. This rock
bears several inscriptions including "Jo Cabata
Sancius Sainmalia" as well as the two dates 1669
and 1712. This rock has sparked a lot of can·
troversy that Grates Cove might be the original
"Bona Vista" of John Cabot in 1497. However, it
would have been an especially difficult place to
put ashore to anchor as there is no protection
from the Atlantic swells.

The landscape immediately around the town is
rather barren but it is marked by stone walls at
least 150 years old. The soil in the area can
support a certain amount of agriculture as is
indicated by the figures for the year 1901. In that
year there were 1,886 barrels of potatoes
produced and 249 barrels of turnips. The
livestock census for that year showed that there
were 24 horses, 45 cows, 49 sheep and 141 swine
and goats at the time. This was when the
population was 535.

Some of the early merchants were Isaac
Avery and Sons who opened in 1920. Other
prominent merchants included Walter
Snelgrove, Absalom Tissel, and Co--op which was
run by some local men and sold fish to Job
Brothers in St. John's.

As for services, the first doctor in the area was
Dr. William Goddard who was living in Old
Pertican in 1894. The railway reached Grates
Cove in 1913 and the first train is recorded to
have left Grates Cove at 9:15 a.m. October 11,
1915. The fare from Old Perlican to S1. John's at
this time was $3.70 first class, or $2.70 second
class. The Grates Cove fare was slightly more.
The road came to Grates Cove in 1927 and that

year the first car was owned by Alan Hodder.
Electricity came in 1929. On August 31st of that
year. the first light bulb was turned on.
Telegraph and telephone also came that year.

Baccalieu Island
This island that lies off Redhead Cove is 3'Aa

miles long and about 400 feet high. It was named
by John Cabot. and the name means "codfish".
The first lighthouse on the north end of the island
was constructed in 1858 when the keeper was
James Ryan. Now that light is automatic. The
south end of the island, however, has a foghorn
with two dwelling houses, and a helicopter pad
for landing the keepers. There are generally four
keepers who spend a month on and a month aU in
pairs on the island. During the summer their
families often accompany them to pick berries
and enjoy life on the island.

At some time during the 1800s. according to
Harold Horwood, two kegs of Spanish American
gold were dredged up from Northern End Gulch
by several fishermen. They used grappling
hooks to hoist the kegs of gold aboard and then
divided the booty among themselves. They tried
to keep the story quiet but word leaked out and
soon the Newfoundland government came
knocking at the door looking for the "Queen's
portion". Only a small part of it was ever found
by the civil servants. Some of the fishermen had
left Newfoundland but one by the name of
Meadus.stayed and he left his son a small leather
pouch of gold coins.

The "r-less" dialects on the North
Shore By Gerald Reid

"up da hahbah, down da shoah, come on
Grates Cove, scoah one moah!" So runs a hockey
cbeer from Conception Bay tbat pokes fun at the
Ifr-Iess " pronunciation so prominent along the
"Noath 5boah". Most people who make fun of
t1Jjs accent, however, do not realize that it is the
result of bistoricallanguage development ratber
than any ignorance of standard English.
Traditionally, the r-sounds that remain un·
pronounced are tbose which immediately follow
a vowel. Linguists would refer to them as post·
vocalic 'r's'."

It is common knowledge that the North Shore
was primarily settled by people from West
Country England, Ireland and the Channel
Islands, who brought with them their own unique
dialects. One dialect feature brought from West
Country England and the Channel Islands. was
the lack of "r" before certain consonants. This
"r-Iess" feature was not inherent in the speech of
the Irish who came at this time, but through
years of contact with the other groups, it was
adopted into their speech.·

"Tb~ry proposed by Harold Plddock. Profelsor of Uqlliltlu.
MemorlllUnlveraltyofNewfoundllnd.



This feature may well have been common to
all communities in Conception Bay North at one
time, but as time progressed, the people living
near Harbour Grace and Carbonear began to
pronounce their "r's". These towns, being large
commercial centres as far back as the mid·
eighteenth century, might well have adopted "r"
into their dialects as a result of extensive con·
tacts with standard Canadian and American
English through business ventures.

Today the "r·less" feature still remains in a
number of communities from Kingston to Bay de
Verde, but now sociological factors often in·
fluence its presence or absence. In a recent study
carried out by me in Bay de Verde, it was found
that "r·lessness" varied according to the age,
sex and religion of the speaker. As was found to
be the case in a similar study conducted in New
York City, "r·lessness" is more common in the
speech of males than females.

A possible reason for this is that women have
been proven to be more prestige·conscious and
therefore tend to be more standard in their
speech. In a similar fashion, the lack of "r" is

"lIDeoIdwater
~(...nted)............._"aa1t
• ..,.mllt
l".uIIIa
• _ cruobecI plDeapple or other fruit
l JeU:Ir roI1 tilled with ralpberry jam
.._whipP.... c..am__cberrIea

llcIfteD .eIallD In \4 cup cold waler. DlaIoIft
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more prominent in the speech of the older
generation of speakers than the younger one.
The younger generation. having had more ex­
posure to standard English, through a higher
education or through various forms of media,
tend to pronounce "r" more often than the older
generation who are relatively set in their speech
patterns.

As for religion. Protestants appear to
pronounce "r" less frequently than Catholics. If
one considers religion to be a major factor in
determining ethnic background in Newfound­
land. then this is not a surprising result.
Protestants are generally of English descent and
"r·lessness" is a predominantly English feature.
Many Catholics, on the other hand are of Irish
descent and the Irish have traditionally
pronounced the "r" sound.

A number of conclusions were drawn from this
study. but the most saddening is that the "r·less"
feature. like so many others in one of Newfound·
land's most colourful dialects is quickly disap­
pearing as its speakers become influenced by

\standard English. I!I

Oft\'W_.BeatOlly01ltl; Idd sUiar aDd
HIt t611llJ1< and lleat unW Dearly boiling. sUr
IIllJI< IDlo IIlIaIen en y01ltl aDd return to the
1Ieat. 0IGk IIIl _ beat. IUrring eODltaDtly
1IIItIltldllkllu. Bemoyolrom belt, add vaoWa
.. .....,. gelatin. Cool unW tblckened.
reMlll leD en wbltes. Add erulbed
~ ..... e1IIIL SUoe je1l)' roll Into y,
..... PlIt _ enam In bottom of large
.... bewI. tben a1IerDale layers with jelly
I'OlLGuIllIbtop cream with cberries.

Mrs. Elsa Avery
Grates Cove
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the fishermen

Fraser King

Kings of the cove

M ost people who go for a
drive "around the bay"

have probably never been in
Perry's Cove, It's just off the
main highway north of Salmon
Cove underneath the hill.

"I'd sooner go fishing today
than do anything else,: says
Fraser King of Perry's Cove. "I
find just as much comfort on the
water as I do in bed."

Born on March 17, 1911 Fraser
King recalls going down to the
Labrador to fish.

"From May till September in
1946. I fished off Bolster's Rock

about 40 miles north of Square
Islands. There were three of us
on the boat - a trapskiff - and I
earned $86 for the summer.'

After that, he fished from
Perry's Cove but there wasn't
much money to be earned. And
in later years, he has worked
from time to time at Earle's fish
plant on a part-time basis.

Fraser thinks that the
modern equipment now used in
the fishery is for the better and
anything that can save work is a
blessing.

"When I just fished we had to

row out and then back at the end
of the day. After you have been
hauling nets or hand lining all
day you were pretty tired. The
diesel is a great thing." He says
that the new regulations make it
more difficult but agrees that
there has to be some control. He
also thinks that the full-time
fisherman should have
preference. "They'll let the
school teacher moonlight but if a
fisherman is full-time he can't
be a carpenter."
_. But one thing he feels has a
long way to go is quality. "You
know you don't have to go very
far to find fish being pronged.
It's pronged out of the boats into
the truck over to Old Perlican,
into another truck and taken to
the plant. And driving fish in a
hot open truck in the sum­
mertime causes the fish to be
less than first class.

"Another thing is the gill nets.
They smother the fish· the blood
goes right through it - when I
caught my fish I bled it right
away - I could live on fish - it's
better than meat."

Another King, Herbert, also
has fished on the Labrador.
When he was 12 years old he
travelled on the Glencoe and
fished on a trapskiff from
Batteau and earned $100 for the
summer. The following year, he
fished from Triangle and earned
$110. That was 42 years ago.

Apart from working on a dairy
farm near Portland. Maine for 9
months. he has spent all his life
in Newfoundland and Labrador.

"The fishing didn't give one
enough money then so I went to
work in the mines. I worked in
the mines on Bell Island and in
Buchans until 1970. But I found
that I couldn't stay down in the'
mines because of my health so I
came back to Perry's Cove to
fish.

"Right now I've only got a
small speedboat so I don't have
any cod traps, but I hope to get a
bigger boat next year." says this



father of 12 children of whom 5
boys and 5 girls are now living.

"We had a fair salmon catch
this year, the average size was
8-10 pounds and we got $2.50 a
pound. As for cod, I use trawls,
nets and handlining. The fish
wasn't too good in Perry's Cove
this year. I did salt my fish
during the strike and I've been
selling it to some of the stores as
far as Coley's Point. I still have
a lot on hand but I hope to sell
more later on."

Herbert King talks about the
lack of a slipway in Perry's
Cove. The fishermen have made
application to the Small Craft
Harbours Branch of Fisheries
and Oceans and hope to be
successful.

Like other fishermen along
the North Shore, Herbert King
complains about whale
damage. He is aware of the
Whale Research Group at
Memorial University but feels
that any warning device that
will deter the whales will also
scare the fish away. Jon Lien of
the Research Group assures
Decks Awash that the devices do
not affect fish.

"Even with the problems, I
enjoy making my living by
fishing," concludes Herbert
King. I!I
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Whale fishing with cod traps

Terri. Ted and Claire Layman of Gull Island

"T here's usually 18 cod traps
set between Gull Island

and Ochre Pit Cove," exclaims
Ted Layman, a Gull Island
fisherman. fairly leaping out of
his seat. "but I'd say almost 10
of them have been destroyed by
whales. I fish with my two
brothers, Pat and Mike. We used
to have four cod traps. Now
we've got one and a few scraps.
It's gelling bad. boy. A strike
will end. but these whales
won't."

The wharf and community
stage at Ochre Pit Cove is used
by about 35 full-time fishermen
on the North Shore. Some come
from as far away as Lower
Island Cove to fish there.'
Facilities, however, are not
what they should be. Small Craft
Harbours agree that the wharf
must be replaced, but the
fishermen feel what is really
needed is a breakwater against
the teeth of the northeast wind.

"Four or five boats have been
destroyed by that northeaster,"
says Ted Layman grimly. "One
fellow from Burnt Point lost a

brand-new 24·foot flat."
The five+week fishery strike

this summer caused much more
inconvenience for the inshore
fishermen than for the longliner
men who fish a longer season.
'still the fishermen on the North
Shore all seem to have enough
stamps to collect unemployment
over the winter.

"We lost a few thousand
dollars during the strike," says
Ted Layman, "but it was worth­
while for the fishermen to stick
together to keep the prices up.
We sold about 4,000 pounds of
saltfish.

"There was a lot of difference
in the price we got for sailfish. I
remember once we took a load
of fish., to Dawe's fish plant in
Cupids and they told us they
would pay us 'less 5%' because it
was green fish. Well, we left it in
a box truck with a tarp over it
overniglit and the next day took
it over to Earle's plant in Car­
bonear. They bought all of it.
'top choice!'

"Fishing along the shore has
improved an awful lot since we
first started in 1966. but there is
a lot more gear in the water
now. It's too bad we can't get a
lobster licence now because

scuba divers tell us that there
are millions of lobster offshore
here, and most of them are too
big to fit into the traps. I think
there is only one licence for
lobster on the shore - a man in
Western Bay has it."

Like many people on the North
Shore. Ted Layman has left the
province to find work. "I worked
in Sudbury, Ontario. at the plant
for a few years," remarks Ted,
"but I got fed up with it and
came back. Now, I think more of
the young people are staying
here instead of leaving."

The Laymans used to live in
an area of Gull Island called
"The Folly' but they have been
up the hill on Dawe's Lane now
for three years.

"There's better land for
gardens up here," claims Ted,
"and we're out of the wind so
that we can save money on
heat."

At about the same time as
they moved up the lane Ted's
wife, Clare, also a native of Gull
Island, began working at the fish
plant at Bay de Verde. Now she
works at the crab plant which is
providing a lot of employment in
the area since it is open from
April to December. "
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Mutley's Cove, a hard place to land

Large days at Small Point

they have to land it in the next
community."

The whole Kennell family is
involved in the fishery. Dexter
Kennell, at the age of 19, has
worked for a y.ear as a quality
control inspector at the Ocean
Harvester's fish plant in Old
Perlican. Mrs. Doreen Kennell
has worked for the past two
years in Quinlan's fish plant in
Old Perlican. William Kennell
has fished, off and on, for twenty
years, also working as a car­
penter. miner and truck driver.
Terry has been at it now for two
years.

"We came back here from
Cambridge. Ontario," explains
Terry. "I was working there as
an electrician at a textile fac­
tory but the cost of living in
Ontario is far too high. We
couldn't make a go of it at all.
My wife is from Northern Bay,
and both of us are glad to be
back on the North Shore. We've
snared 14. rabbits for this winter,
and of course, there's lots of
saltfish!" 111

crew has a 33-foot trap skiff, and
if they get any amount of fish,

In the Kennell's kitchen..at Small Point. Left to right: William, Doreen. Dexter
Marie and Terry.

"Boy. the fishing was better
this year than last," remarks
William Kennell, age SO. "even
though the strike came right in
the middle of the season. We
never sold a pound of cod before
the strike started. The fish came
at the same time as the strike
and so we had a lot more work to
handle it, having to salt it,
rather than selling it fresh.

A mong the eight fulHime
fishermen who share the

wharf facilities at Mulley's Cove
are William Kennell and his son
Terry. Working from an la-foot
speedboat, they have 10 trawl
lines and 30 gill nets for salmon,
cod, lumpfish, and flounder.

"I'd say we averaged a catch
of 2,000 pounds a day of mixed
cod, flounder. and whatever,"
adds William Kennell's 22-year­
old son, Terry. "Next year we
hope to buy a bigger boat and
keep it at Carbonear, because
we have to truck our fish there
anyway. That little wharf at
Mulley's Cove is a tight spot to
get into in rough weather,
especially for a large boat. One
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Safe home from sea

The people of the North
Shore seldom had steady

employment at home, so the
men have usually travelled
away each Spring and turned
their hands to many types of
work.

Andrew Short of Kingston
married Nellie Shanahan of
Riverhead (near Harbour
Grace) in 1928. but it was 20
years before they had a house of
their own. Living with Andy's
parents ensured that while the
men were gone five or six
months each year, there would
still be the two women and a few
youngsters to tend to the
family's cow, horse, eight sheep,
25 chickens, and three goats.
Then there was the garden
besides.

"1 worked at coal mines in
Cape Breton, the copper mine at
Buchans, and I was a marine
cable splicer in Goose Bay for
three years," says Andy while
he rolls a cigarette. Mostly.
though, he was a fisherman and
master of schooners that went
"down the Labrador". For 42
years he fished out of White
Beais in Groswater Bay -­
surviving two shipwrecks and
many a hard voyage.

"The worst time, I suppose,"
remarks the old skipper, "was
in 1924, aboard the 'Freedom
when we were shipwrecked 550
miles nord'east of the Barbados.
Seven of us got aboard two small
lifeboats and spent a week
without food or water as we
sailed to Barbados,"

In 1908, at the age of eight
years, Andy made his first trip
to White Beais in the company of
his father. The custom was to
fish cod traps until mid-August,
and then jig from a "high rat".
This was a short boat with high
freeboard that could hold eight
to ten quintals of fish. Unlike the
oared trap skiffs, high rats were
sailed, using either sprit or gaff
rig,

The first schooner that Cap­
tain Andy Short took charge of
was the 12o-ton Vendetta, owned
by J.W. Hiscock of Brigus. A few
years later he was in command
of the neat little Vickers Vimy.
SO-ton capacity.

"The women worked harder
than the men." vows Andy.
speaking of the years gone by.
"They reared all the animals,'
made hay and fish; they never
stopped!" At this point. Andy's
wife Nellie enters the con-

versation. saying, "We knew no
hard times during the
Depression, thanks be t' God,
Lots of fish, potatoes, and fresh
meat we raised (,·trselves. You
never needed much money.
We'd always be making over old
clothes. knitting cuffs (mittens)
and socks, Nearly every night
there was a game of cards."

A drop of moonshine now and
then provided some good times
for people on the Shore, and in
Kingston an unusual ritual
developed around an old buck
goat, "The moonshine first
came up from Flat Island in
Bonavista Bay. We'd make beer
in an eight-gallon keg, then run
it off into 'shine, Although we
tried to hide it, our fathers
eventually discovered what was
causing all the laughing and
staggering - soon all hands
were into it.

"A four-gallon kerosene can I
became the Moonshine Can for
about 15 families in the area.
Whenever someone had a batch
to run off, they would have to
find out where the Moonshine
Can was, and to pick it up. There
was an old buck goat that had
been fitted with a fancy
tasselled harness, so we made
up a special slide for the
Moonshine Can to have the old
buck tow it. For the longest
time, then, whenever someone
wanted to run off some 'shine.
they would have to tackle up the
old buck goat, load the can onto
the slide and go on. All the while
they had the Moonshine Can
they would have to look after the
old buck besides!"

Finally, for all those who have
been waiting to hear about Andy
Short's second shipwreck: "It
was about 1920, aboard the
Flounce,." he begins, "We were
bound home from Labrador in
October, and heavy weather all
the way, Finally we lost 'er in
Stag Harbour Run when she
went up on the western end of
Vengen Island. There were
about 70 people aboard but all
hands made it ashore and built a
big fire to keep warm, For four
days we had to stay there until



the storm abated.
"A party of four of us set out

exploring once the weather
settled, and we crossed a
bakeapple marsh only to see a
small building in the distance! It
turned out to be a schoolhouse,
and when we got there the
teacher sent the children home

to fetch their parents."
Using their small boats, the

villagers brought the castaways
home for a few days, then
ferried them over to the com·
munity of Seldom·Come·By.
"We stayed there in the Orange
Lodge." explains Andy. "and
the people did everything for us;
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even installed a couple of extra
stoves in the building for the
week we stayed there. Even·
tually the Labrador steamer
came along and took us back to
Carbonear. All of us were from
the North Shore. down as far as
Western Bay. and it was some:
good to get home'" II.

The pickup truck is the first thing
"The first thing a man needs

to go fishing is a pick·up
truck." says Mervin Milley of
Burnt Point. "Without a truck
he's oul of business and that's all
thereistoit!"

Mervin explains that yo_ need
a truck to get your gear down to
the slipway and also to get your
fish to Earle's in Old Perlican
where it is trucked. to the plant in
Carbonear. You might think that
the fisherman could steam his
way around to Old Perliean but
that would lake 3-3Y.:!: hours in a
calm sea just to get there. let
alone the return trip.

••And if we ran into wind and
high seas, we might not get
there at all - so I just have to
have a half·ton pick·up." can·
tinues Mervin. "I look after my
truck but I trade it every 2 years
because the salt air is hard on
it."

The Burnt Point fishermen
fish from their small cove where
there is a wharf. slipway and
winch for hauling their boats.
Mervin has a 26 ft. trap skiff
with a diesel motor and an 18Y.a
ft. rodney (fiat bottom boat).
The season for the trap fishery
lasts from June 10 to the 1st
week of August. After that
Mervin uses nets and hook·and·
line and continues as long as the
weather lasts - this year he
brought up his boat at the end of
October.

"I have 32 gm nets. 10 flounder
nets, 2 cod traps and 9 salmon
nets and 1 catch mostly cod and
flounder," says Mervin. "Gear
is expensive although I make all
my own. And the whales get in
the leaders of my cod traps and
do a lot of damage. Last year, I
lost a week fishing because 1had
to take time to repair my gear.

Sometimes the whales are so
thick that you could jump onto
them from the wharf."

"This summer the strike
lasted for five weeks so my son
Lester and I put our fish into salt
bulk - we got 7.000 pounds. But
it was net fish and that's 'rubby'
fish which is hard to split and
doesn't make good grade salt."

Mervin and Margaret Mmey
have 2 children, a married
daughter, Sharon, and Lester

who went to A,lberta after the
strike.

"Lester arrived in Edmonton
on a Sunday and he phoned me
on Tuesday night to say he had a
job as a sandblaster and he's
been working ever since. He
wanted to earn some money and
we had five \ weeks without
money during the strike," sa)'s
Margaret. a native of Sibley's
Cove, who works at the fisb
plant during the summer. "At the
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moment she doesn't know if
Lester will stay in Alberta or
later on return to Burnt Point to
fish.

After Lester left, Mervin
fished alone for the rest of the
season. He thinks that a full­
time, bona fide fisherman'
should get preference at the fish
plant.

"I make my living at fishing.
and why should a moonlighter
be able to sell his squid when I
can't?" be asks. He had been
fishing for squid for bait but was
unable to sell it at the plant
while part-time fishermen could
sell theirs.

"This talk about $5.000 a year
for a fisherman is ridiculous.
Why $5.000 wouldn't even put me
in the water."

He has plenty to do the year
round. When Decks Awash
visited, he was working on his
gear in the shed next to his
house. He has also been in the
woods to cut timber for the
winter; he'd come back out

because it was so wet. While he
has electric heat in his com­
fortable home, he now has a
woodstove.

"It costs $150 a month to heat
my house with electricity," he
says. "so now I burn wood in the
stove and that saves a lot 1 can
tell you. My neighbour told me
that stove oil is now over a dollar
and one cent per gallon. I have
enough work to do to work 365
days a year.

While Mervin does make his
own gear he says many
fishermen buy their gear
because older retired fishermen
can make the gear; it gives
them something to do and
provides extra cash.

Decks Awash also talked to
Mervin's brother Tom who
returned to fishing four years
ago. Before that he drove a taxi
from Burnt Point to St. John's
for eleven years. But cars got
more expensive and it was
difficult to make a living. He
didn't have 'much time to talk

because he was busy mending
his nets in his basement.

"A lot of people have gone
back fishing," says Tom "and
my wife. Susan. works at the
fishplant."

Like his brother he salted his
catch during the strike, But both
he and his wife were without
cash income for the five-week
period.

Tom has a 27 ft. trapboat and
mostly used cod traps and gill
nets. He, too, feels that gear is a
major expense. His wife says
she likes working at the fish
plant because it gets her out of
the house and gives her
something to do.

"I wouldn't want to work full­
time because although my older
daughter Valerie is married.
Kim is just ten years old and 1
don't want to leave her alone."

With the inshore fishery in the
good hands of men such as
Mervin and Tom Milley, the
future of the industry appears
bright. .,.
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Collapse at Caplin Cove

whose wife tends Cull's Store in
the community. "With six traps
set, we were landing over 11,000
pounds per week, on the
average." Once the trap season
closed on August 15, the
fishermen of Caplin Cove joined
those from many communities
on the North Shore, and all went
squidding at Dildo. 11

There are about 22 full-time
fishermen in Caplin Cove, and
six crews dra w for trap berths.

"The catches were very poor
this year," says Harrison,

Bren Power, his father Mike, and Harrison Cull (right) on the block at Caplin
Cove.

the base of the block. Heavy
sheet iron that was bolted to the
seaward side of the block in 1976
has long since been beaten off.

T he haul*up and landing
block at Caplin Cove was

built with a LIP Grant from the
government in 1973-74, but it
could be lost this winter. "You'll
notice the facing there is beat
out," indicates Mike Power as
we peer through the cribbing.
"The rock ballast is all slippin'
away, except on the far side
where part of it is fixed in
concrete. That was done in 1976
with money from Small Craft
Harbours, but we never got
enough to do the whole block."

The beach-rock ballast is
indeed returning to the beach.
leaving a spindly row of poles
exposed to the teeth of the
northeast wind.

"Sure. the winter seas roll
right over this block, shed and
all," exclaims Harrison Cull.
another Caplin Cove fisherman.
It is not hard to believe, as the
block is located in a small notch
in the cliff, and even on a calm
day. such as when Decks Awash
visited. the waves break right at

'Crab fishing - a fine racket

I f you ever see the movie
Orca, you will get a good

look at the longliner skipered by
Llewellyn Riggs of Bay de
Verde. Although in the movie it
was called flBumpo", it is
normally known as the R.J.
Douglas, a 6O·foot vessel owned
by Clifford Bishop of Port de
Grave.

"We're fishing crab full-time
now," explains Llewellyn. "The
boat has the gear and licence for
herring, but the quota is so small
it's not worthwhile. Crab fishing
is another story; regulated only
by the plant according to their
market conditions. This past
spring, Quinlan's here in Bay de
Verde set us a quota of 7.000
pounds per day, but by the fall,
we were bringing in up to 15,000
pounds each day with no quota
imposed."

Llewellyn Riggs, a 43-year-old

0" ....

native of Bay de Verde, has
fished for the past 20 years, after
spending six years working with
CN Marine. In his time, he has
fished cod traps, gillnets, and
most everything except deep­
sea trawling. "Crabbin' is the
best racket," says Llew, con­
fidently. "You can almost walk
from buoy to buoy on the turbot
grounds out of Old Perlican, but
the crab area is wide open.
Mostly we set our gear about 20
miles east of Baccalieu, in 104 to
III fathoms of water."

The R.J. Douglas has 11 fleets
of 60 crab-pots each, and in the
fall of the year, the crew can do
just as well with only five fleets
set. Three such longliners from
Port de Grave supply Quinlan's
crab plant in Bay de Verde.
Sometimes tbe plant also buys
from two Sl. Jobn's boats and
one vessel from Fermeuse.

"Anotber thing that makes

crab fishing better than
gillnetting," points out
Llewellyn from the easy chair in
his living room, "is that it's not
so messy. You don't get wet or
cold, and so it's possible to fish
on into December most years;
until the crabs freeze on board
and break apart, which means
the plant won't buy them." This
long season is a boon to the
community, providing em­
ployment and Christmas money
for many families. The Riggs'
family doubly benefits, as
Llew's wife Jenny has been
working in the crab plant for two
years. The family also includes
two children, Gail, 16. and
Robbie 10.

Although crab fishing was
good this fall, the crews took a
beating in the summer. "The
crab plant closed three weeks
before the fishermen went on
strike," Llewellyn explains,
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l'and in all. we lost nine week~of per pound to 23~. After the
work on account of the strike. strike, they paid us 25t and still
But we had to do it because the do, but the weather is so rough
plant dropped its price from 271 that we cannot fish as many

Robbie Riggs and his father Llewellyn.
wants to be a truck driver (so far).

yard art

days each week."
On the question of quality.

Llewellyn resents the fact that
poor quality is so often blamed
on the fishermen. "The plant
should not buy crab when the
shell is soft, because it goes sour
much quicker than good quality
crab," says Llew. "One problem
with the present system of
quality control is that the
Fisheries Officer is only on duty
eight hours each day, so the
plant is often buying crab when
he is not around."

What do crab fishermen do
over the winter? This year:
Llewellyn's five-man crew will
have to make 600 new crab pots.
In addition, there are repairs to.
the boat including replacement
of the greenhcart sheathing (for
ice protection) and machining
down the propeller shaft.

"By the time we get all that
done," admits Llewellyn, with a
shake of his head, "it'll be time
to go fishing again!" m

More than in other parts of
Newfoundland, yards and
houses along the North Shore
are peppered with brightly
coloured figures - horses,
ducks, painted Javex bottles,
windmills, and other items. For
some reason, the decorative
urge has really caught on along
the Shore, and .Decks Awash
spoke to some of the people
involved.

Fred LeShane (Lower
Island Cove)

"I never lets up at this,"
says Fred proudly,

surrounded by wooden codfish,
salmon and a shark in his
workshop. "Most every night
I'm down here cutting things out
and painting them. I'd sooner be
at this than playing cards."

Fred is an inshore fisherm an
who got started at this hobby a
number of years ago, while

'living in Old Perlican. "A fella Ethel and Fred LeShane
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