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In this issue we tak e a look at the
many faceted news medi a . We start
with newspapers , the earliest
medium , move into radio and then to
the infant of the media , telev ision.
We find out something about how the
media operate and talk to some of
the people involved .

Back Section
Bill Wheel er desc ribes his t ria ls
and travels aboa rd the St.
Brendan 's ferry. We visit the I
new. modern premises of the
Canadia n Sa ltfish Corporation
(see picture this page ) finally ,
our readers write us and provide
additi ona l infor mation on sub-

. jects covered in previous issues .

Constant Comments

Ross Traverse tells us that now is
the time to buy our seeds and plan
our garde ns for the year . He also
ca utions us about proper seed potato
planting.
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It's long, long wait to
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new building and discusses
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Our rea ders give us
information and we find out
the true story of Hannah's
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introduction
between the cover s

For our first issue in 1981the news media is the
topic of our Special Section. At first, we intended
to cover every facet of the media but restrictions
of space and time precluded such a broad topic.
Allhough news is the primary consideration. all
item s are not related strictly to news. We have
added subjects of broad inte rest such as music.
church radio stations and children's program­
m ing. We have talked to high-profile per ­
sonalities who are familia r to mo st of our
readers. While we have had to be very se lective
in our cove rage, we have chronologically
co vered the three basic news media:
newsp apers , radio and television. We make no
apo logies for items not covered because our
m ain objective is to provide a th umbnail sketch
of the ne ws media today , wit h some con­
sideration of its past. As usual, our purpose is to
pr ovide ge neral infor mation rathe r than critical
inv estigation.

Re aders may notice frequent me ntion in this
issue of the Cana dia n Rad io-televis ion and
Telecom muni cations Com mission (CRTC), the
regul at or y age ncy for the br oad castin g indu str y .
We in ter viewed Edyt he Goodrid ge. Ne wfound­
land 's part-tim e CRTC Com missio ner , but we
are un abl e to includ e the articl e in thi s issu e. as
Mrs. Goodr idge was attending CRTC he arings in
Ottawa at th e time we went to pr ess. which made
it impossibl e to clear the ar tic le with her, a
pr ivil ege we always allow our inte rviewees.
Sp ace permittin g, we may ca r ry th e ar tic le at
a nother t ime.

VOL.UME 10. NU:\18I-:R 1. fo"I':8RU ARY 1981.

EdItor : Sail)' Lou LeoM~"urier
Writer: David W~g~n..t
P botoJrapbers : David We.~n..t . Sall)' Lou Le Meuurier
P'nodOlC'Ue. ... A.vn1.hUlI M._",",AnneCGnw. )'
ClrcalatioD lIaDa, er : HUel Harris
PbotoP'apbJe ProeeNin, : ET\' Pbowgnophy. lIernon..1
Universit)' or Newfoundland
LlJout aDd PriDUnc: Robinson·Blltlr.mor~ Pnnting and
Publisbin,IJmilH. St. John ' . Newfoundl..nd
Cove r Pboto: Ttd Lace)' demon.tute. the use of NT\' mobile
equipment
For a free subseriptlon to residents of Newfoundland and
Labrador. pleale write (koorh"••u Maguine. Ext~nsion

sereree. lIemona. UDlversit)' of Newfoundland. St . John·s.
Newfoundland. Ale 557. tele-phone 737-8486.Plid subscriptions
for non'~sidents a~ available at $7.50 a y~lr . Ptease mak~

c heque. pa)'able to Memori..1 Uninrsit)' of Newfoundland.
attention S..l1yLou Le lIessurier.

The Constant Comments section has been reduced to
one item again due to space restri ctions. BothAnthony
Murphyand Victor Butler are not included but. if there
is sufficient demand from our readers . they may
return at a later date .

In an attempt to recover some of the costs of
p roduction we are now carrying advertisements.
As Deco Awash goes to virtually every area of
the province we should be able to provide a
valuable service to both our advertisers and our
subscribers :
The codfish la,'s ten tnousena eggs.
The homejy hen tsvs ono.
The codfish nt·. 'er cackles
To tell you what she's done.
And sa we scorn the codfish.
While the humble hen we prize.
Which onl,· goes to show ,·ou.
That it pays to adverlise.

In our next issue we will be travelling to the
northern coast of Labrador to look at com­
munities from Rigolet to Nain .

~ll J...., .!<r(..«~
Editor
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history

Newspapers

The hist ory of newspapers in Newfoundland is
not only long and colourful, it is also very
crowded. The archivist . Ian McDonald . records
that 103 newspapers we re founded here between
1806 and 1961. Other than St. John 's . the most
acUve pla ces for newspaper publication were
Harbour Grace and Carbonear, where 12 papers
came into existence between 1828and 1879.
The newspaper is the chronicle of civilization.
the common reservoir into which every
stream pours its living waters, and at which
every man may come to drink: it is the
newspaper which gives to liberty its practical
life. its constant obser vation. its perpetual
vigilance. its unrel sxlng activity ...

Sir E .L . Bulwer-Lytton.
quoted in The Newfoundlander

( a St . John's newspaper)
14 April 1842.

The Royal Gazette. Newfoundland's first
ne wspaper, began publication 27 August 1907.
The man responsible for it was John Ryan who
came her e from New Brunswick where he had
be en King's Printer. The paper's first delivery
boy was Billy Barnes.

Consider ing the restrictions placed upon the
first newspaper by the colony's Governor Gower.
it is surprising that it got off the ground at aU.
John Ryan was forbidden to locate his printing
office on Water Street, as it might interfere with
the com merce of fishing. Even more serious was
the system of censorship. Each issue of the paper
had to be submitted to the magistrates in the
Cour t of Sessions before it could be printed.
Surprisingly. The Gazette is still being published
today , though its name has been changed to the
Newfoundland Gazette and it is the official
government org an.

Of all newspapers , th e prize for the most
colourful name goes to The Hearts Content
Aurora and New Perl/can Trumpet. of which.
sadly. onl y one issue remains in existence - 11
October 1872. Other interesting newspapers
published outside of St. John 's include the
following (many of the publishing dates
throughout this hist ory are approximalions
only): The Trinity Entrrprise (weekly, 1908-10),
ConcepUon Bay Mercury (1830-32) . TwiJljngate
Sun (20 June 1880 to 31 January 1953), and Corner
Brook 's Western Star started in 1900.

According to Ian MacDonald, " the single most
influential and powerful newspaper in New­
foundland from about 1913 to 1924" was the
Fisherman 's Advocate, begun by William
Coaker on 12 February 1910. II came out of
Coakerville, for a while as a weekly , ran as a

daily for many years, and finally moved to Port
Union, reverting to weekly publication. It
reached nearly every Newfoundland outport,
and its editorials were formally discussed at
meetings of local Fishermen's Protective Union
councils .

In 1865. during the heydays of St. John's
journalism , there were 11 newspapers. including
two dailies . one that published thrice weekly ,
four semi-weekly papers. and four weeklies.
Some of the most ramous and scand alou s
newspapers were The MornIng Chronicle (1862­
81 ). The Times (1832-94), The Evening Mercury
(1882-89) , and The Public Ledger (1820-82).
These newspapers were often blatantly the
mouthpieces of a particular political party and
never ceased hurling insults at one another,
using names such as "bilious blear-eyed
snurler-", and "blustering, arrogant. vengeful
bigot" in their editorials . By contrast. however,
they often printed long narrative poems
spt !cially composed about such things as the
railroad or the pink . white and green flag.

The first issue of The Evening Herald ( 13
January 1890 ) contains a good sample of how
newspapers used to explain their arrival upon
th e scene. From an editorial on page one .

•••pr,n in ,h, bripf p'riod of i~ p%;,',nc, ,hI"
Gorprnmf'n' lo. ,l,v plat',d orer IU b.v i~

m;'('ondu(" pro l"d ,h f' n f'N'p;t.v for an in ·
d'p'nMn, and ff'orl,.. journal (U ,h,
mou.hpif'cf' of oppmi'ion. " u:iI1be, ,h,n. ,hI'
/H'r ulia r func'ion of ,hi. journal '0hold up '0
p ublic f'%f'rra';rm ,h, m;'tUopd. of u:hich ,hI"
Whi,f'U'Ov admin;"ra,irm will undoub'f'rJl,v Iw

f,{ uil'.v.,.'

The,Cape Race Cannbterl
After the failure of the trans-Atlantic sub­

ma rine cable in 1858, the Associated Press (AP)
news service devised an unusual method of
getting the latest news from Europe. The New
York and Galway Steamship Company had
routed about 200 ocean liners past Cape Race.



Newfoundland eac h yea r, so AP dr ew up a
contract gua r an teein g them $500 for ea ch news
disp at ch recei ved fro m their liners . It worked
this way : ves sels comi ng over from Europe
would plac e copies of their most recent
European newspaper s in a wat er-tight cannister.
Then, to collect the dr op-off fee , often risking the
safety of their crew and pass engers. the skipper
would manoeuvre his vess el to within a mile of
the Cape and dr op the cannister overboard,
where a local m an , J ohn Murphy, was hired to
row out and fetch it. Back at th e Cape Race
lighthouse , ur gent news dispatches could be
telegraphed to St. J ohn 's and thence to the
mainland, where impor tant news from overseas
often bore the banner " VIA CAPE RACE" . In
this way. the lat est news of th e Crimean War , the
Indian Mutin y, and other events from ab road
re ached New York at least four days ahead of the
steamer th at dropped the ca nnis ter off Cape
Race .

The Eve ning Telegr am Stor y
Contrary to what some people believe. The

Evening Telegram was neither the first nor the
only daily news paper in Newfoundland when it
began. In addit ion to the vas t number of weekly
a nd semi-weekl y paper s , there was at least one
daily new sp aper , the Morning Chronicle. being
pub lished in 1819 when th e 30-ye ar-old William
J a mes Herder, originally of Old P ertican. boug ht
out The Courier , a news pap er that had employed
him for 16 years.

The first edition of The Evening Teleg ra m
emerged on 3 April 1819, and more than doubled
in size within two weeks. The first editor of the
paper was Alexander A. Parsons. who stayed on
until 1904. and the first pressman was Robert
Mercer . who r emained until 1929. At first there
were only two reporters .

A shipment of pink newsprint, originally ad­
dr essed to th e Toronto Evening Telegram,
arrived by mistake in St. John's late in 1882. but
it had to be used , as stock was down . In Sep ­
te mber 1882. Herde r had married Elizabeth
Bar nes. so a ri val newspaper remarked that
"the Telegram blushed when Herder got
married" . Surprisingly . readers liked the pink
ne wspap er . so the publisher continued ordering

DECKSA WASH ·S

SATURDAY, MARCil 5, 1892.

HAVOC ON TH E SEA.
Terrible Loss of Life.

Z)QliJPOZOll.'bQ Sil~il81QliI.

HAIR·BREADTH ESCAPES.

Ueartrending Scenes·- Her oic Acts
of Re~cue.-Thirteen Men Dead .
-Eleven St ill Missing.

The air i . to ll of farewell. to the- dying,
And mourning. for the dead ;

The bea r' of Beehel for bee children cryi ng,
" rill uot b. cowforted I

The week that ha. p....d since we la.'
placed oar littl e jonrual into the hao d.
If it. many reader ha. brought to thi.
,*wn and the nliglJhol'ing leltlements . 1

.ribll calamity ; and it i. our pain ful

more until 1942, when wartime conservation
measures cut off the supply.

In 1889. a bizarre pr om otional sche me was
la unched, offering $500to anyone who died with a
co py of The Evening Teleg ra m in their
possession. It is not known whe the r anyone eve r
collected the reward .

During the Great Fire of 1892, the Telegram '5
pla nt burned down in Ju ly , but was back on the
streets on September 1. after the press foreman.
Mercer. had gone to New York City to buy new
m achinery. The pap er moved to a new building
in 1894. and the followin g ye ar ins talled the first
wet -mat stereotyping pr ess . which pumped out
20.000copies of a four-p age pa per eve ry hour .

As a result of a court ca se in 1898, W.J . Herder
and his editor, A.A. Parsons spen t four days in
Her Majesty's P en itentiary. Under a
pse udonym, someone has written a letter to the
paper. detailing th e licentious behaviour of a
number of Supreme Court jud ges on a recent
tour of the Southwest Coast. One of the judges
ca lled Herder into court and demanded to know
who had written the letter . Herder re fused to
say. claiming confidentialit y of sources, and was
thus cha rged with contempt of cour t. sentenced
to 30 days . Herder and Parsons both refused to
wear pr ison clothes. so they spent four days in
their under we ar in a ce ll. F inall y, petitions for
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28,000 MEN PROSECUTED THE
COOFISHERY FOR LAST YEAR

The rile of the DaIl7 Newl
Jo hn Alexander Robinson arrived in New­

foundland in 1883 at the age of 21. to become
pr incipal of Carbonear Grammar School . but in
1892. he moved to St. John 's to teach at the
Methodist College. He has been described by
A.B. Perlin as "a scholar In the classical
tradition" . but somehow . Robinson got involved
in the newspaper bus iness . On IS February 1894.
he bega n publishing an evening journal known as
The Da ily News . from a small office on Duck·
worth Street that bad been formerly a tav ern
know n as "The Poet 's Res t" .

their release. that had been sign ed by nearl y
eve ry adult in St. Jobn'a, wer e pr esented.

Willia m J. Herd er died in 1922. at which time
control passed to bis sons . The las t of these sons
died in September 1970, whicb meant that for a
remarkable 91 years. the Telegram bad been
pub lished by two generations of Herders.

A couple of the most notable fund-rais ing
venture s undertaken by the Telegram include
$250.000 raised in 1929 for victims of the tidal
wa ve on the South Coast, and money raised to
pur chase torpedo tubes for a British cruiser in
World War II . the H.M .S. Newfound/and.

On August 1. 1970. Tbe Evening Telegram was
sold to an international chain. Thomson
News papers of Toronto and London.

In 1896. The Daily News bec ame a morn ing
paper . and continues to be so today. Two years
later . J ohn Robinson was given the job of
Colonial Secretary in the government of Sir
James Winter. but by 1901 he was back in
jour nalism as editor of the Free Press weekly .
Robins on and Company bought ba ck The Daily
New s in 1906. In 1916. Robinson again left the
bus iness. this time to become Postmaster
Gener al and contro l of The Dally News was
handed over to John S. Currie.

One of the most colourful incidents in the
history of The Daily News can be told about their
tr emendou sly succe ssful fund-rabing campaign
during Wor ld War II . Known as the SpiUir e
Fund. the dri ve began on 20 August 1940when an
editori al ca rried in the paper suggested that
readers might donate money to pay for a Spitfire
in the Royal Air Force: ft ... it would give us all a
thrill to know that one of the fighters that was
enga ged in shatterin g the German air attacks on
Br it ain ca rried the name 01thi s country upon itl
fusel age." Two day s later. the paper had
received $5,500. and by 23 August. the requ ired
$30.000 to purc hase one Spitfire was ava iIable .
Money contin ued to now in. and within one-and ­
a-half month• • the people of Newfoundland had
purchased three SpiUlres - which brought
several letters of commenda tion from war of·
fici als in Britain.

A merger occurred in August 1968 between
Robinson & Company Ltd . of 51. John's and
Blackm ore Printing Company of Grand Falls ­
pub lishers of The Grand Falls Advertiser. The
Gander Beacon. The Lewtsporte Pilot, and The
Clare nvWe Packet. Blackmore Printing Com­
pa ny had been founded in 1923 by two brothers.
Mich ael and Walter who had been employed in
the newsp rint mill of the AND Company. They
bad been publishing The Grand Falls Advertiser
since 1936.

Newfoundlaoden and th e Cana dia n Press
Melvin Rowe tells an interesting story about

his expe rience with Canadian Press in Toronto.
About 1922, there was a shortage of trained
tele gr aph operators in Montreal. Ottawa.
Tor onto . and Winnipeg. At the same time.
Western Union at Heart 's Content laid off over
200 peopl e due to modernization and the
depression that followed World War l. Many of
these people beaded west . looking for work . and
Mr. Rowe recalls that when he went to CP's head
office in Toronto. all four main news offices were
staffed by his old school chums and co-workers
from Heart ' s Content! It was much later that
Canadian Press established its first staff writer
in Newfound land. Joe MacSween filled that job
for th e first time in 1949. "



Bill Callahan

fly ing , the large garbage con- Bill Ca lla ha n, who grew up in
tai ner s at the airport may well Cor ne r Brook, has had a wide
be the recipient of the Ne ws. and varied ca reer in the news
And that is not the only delivery bu sine ss . He used to ha ng
problem the News has . Getting around the radio studio in
the carriers for home delivery Cor ne r Brook with Father Tom
can be difficult, as they have to Moakl er who wa s working onthe
deliver all their papers before Doyle News Bulletin during the
school begins. 1940s. When he went to

" Recently we had a delivery univers it y he worked with The
truck go off the road on the way Western Star In the summer.
to Marystown," recalls Mr . After university in Toronto, it
Callahan. "It was an important wasn't long before he was back
paper, as it had all the ads for on The Western Star. When
the grocery stores in the Burin CJON r ad io started, he became
area. So we salvaged all the a s tr inger for $50 a month, alo ng

~::e~~~:u~h:s~he:c~:~~' ~O;~ wit h his newspaper job .

slipped that part into Friday's " At th a t ti me CJON was a re al
paper, and advised people what re volu tio n," he says. "and
had happened." anyo ne who does n't give Geoff

The News makes a special Sti rlin g and Don Jam ieso n
effort to provide province-wide cr ed it (or re volutio nizing r adio
coverage. For example, on and TV in Ne wfoundla nd is
Wednesdays there's a special sho rt- ch an ging them . P rio r to
South Coast supplement. a nd on that ti me r ad io was operate d
Thursdays, there 's the La brador only for so m any hours a day in
Report. Newfoundland . and news was
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Daily organized chaos

tl When our circulation guys
went hom e this morning, the
ne w guys were already at work
on tom orrow 's pape r ," explains
Bill Callahan, sitting amid piles
of paperwor k tha t are
everywhere around his crowded
office . E ditor-In-chief. Jim

~~~::e~om~:;~r~ook~nngd for ~~~ 1'-'IIiiii:=:C:!'!!!!'
Calla han ha s to organize his
thou ght s from th e night before.

" The re is really som e order to
this ," he lau ghs as he sur veys
his desk , " it just doesn 't look
th at way. "

WilHam R. Callahan,
P ubl ish er and Managing Editor
of The Daily New s will talk
endlessly abo ut th e workings of
the pa pe r . He descr ibes the
pr odu ction of a da ily pa per as a
sort of organize d chaos.

" We try to finish the editorial
pa ge by 10:00 a .m . ; the family
pages abo ut 2:00 or 3:00 p.m .
One sports ' page is done in the
e ar ly after noon , one in the
evening and one lat e. As for the
ne ws pages, page 2 is done in the
aft ernoon, page 3 in the m iddle
hours of night , and page 1 is
ge nera lly s traddled by the two.
So all pages are on a dif fer en t
sc hedule, but we are all aiming
th at by 2:00 a .m . all pages will
be done and delivered to our
pr essroom so that we ca n be on
't he pre ss by 3:00 a .m .

"Now, we didn ' t qui te make it
t his mo rni ng ," admits Mr .
Ca llahan. " We delivered pages
6, 7, 9, 10, 21 and 19 to the
pr essroom at 9:00 p.m . ; 17 and 8
a t 10:10; 16, 11, and 4 wen t at
11:00: 22 at 11:30; 14 and 3 at
12:35 : 13 and 2 at 2:10: 18 and 25
at 3:15; 1 and 5 at 3:20; an d page
12 went at 3:30. This was about
an hour and a hall lat e . Mondays
are bad ; people are com ing to
work on Sund ay ; it is a lwa ys a
bad scen e ." But , as always, the
papers were printed and made
the 7:00 a .m . plane to Labrador
where peopl e ca n be rea ding th e
News as ear ly as 11:00 a. m.

But there ca n be hitches. If t he
wea the r is down and EPA is not
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more or less what you got from
th e BBC."

F rom there Bill went to work
with radio and TV. He spent
some time as editor of the
Nor theast Air Command
(NEAC) newspaper, but later
r ejoined CJON . where he stayed
until 1959 . In that year he
beca me managing editor of The
Wester n Star. In 1966 , he ran
successfully as a Liberal for the
provi ncial district of Port au
P ort, and in 1968 beca me
Minister of Mines, Agr iculture
and Resources .

" I was clearly de feated in
October 1971," he remem bers,
" but by December I was back
here and have been here ever
s ince. J im Thoms and I ca me
togeth er ."

"O ur shop must be one of the

most efficient," claims Mr .
Callahan. " par ticular ly when
you consider how compact it is.
We search out the news , write it .
edit it . proof it, typeset it and do
layout r tght .he re . The plant has
a wire-photoservice , CP printouts, a
photographic developing machine.
etc. " He strolls through the
production area with a visible aura
of pride .

He exp lains that -The Daily
News tries to give international,
nation al and local news
cove rage but at their daily news
meeting the emphasis is placed
on what will really interest
peo ple .

" There are man y angles that
you ha ve to cons ide r, and really
th ere is about 95% duplication
a mong the differ en t media. We
all monitor eac h other . It's that
e xtra 5% that you have to get. I

CP news service at Daily News office.

a shallow . greased. bake-aDd­
serve platter. Sprinkle with
salt, pepper. and onion .
Arrange tomato wedges
around fish then sprinkle
them with baaU. Drizzle
flllets and tomatoe a with
melted butter. Pla ce in a hot
oven at 4SO· aDd ba ke unW
cooted. , about IS minu tea.
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It's lonely at the top

Stephen Herder , General Manager of The Evening Telegram, On his desk Is a
sign reading " Every story has th ree stoea- Yours , mine and th e facts ,"

and good sales. The large was a major factor in the
bureaus brought in a large Herder s ' decision to se ll the
enough profit to pay for the Telegram to the Thoms on in-
small bureaus." tern at ional chain.

High above the cacophony of
downtown St. John's, on the top
floor of The Ev ening Telegram
building , sits Stephen Rendell
Herder. Publisher and General
Manager of the newspaper . His
office is huge - about 30 feet by
30 feet - and the view afforded
by an immense window allows
him to watch the ships that drift
serenely in and out the harbour .
A pair of binoculars stands by for
that purpose.

The only other inhabitant of
this aerie is Mr . Herder's
secretary. who types through
the days surrounded by
sepulchral offices and vacant
board-rooms , stared down upon
by a ring of departed Herders ­
their grim expressions captured
for posterity in oil pa ints of grey
a nd black.

" About 30 years ago," recalls
Mr . Herder , beginning a
desc ription of the newspaper's
recent history . "a deliberate
attempt was made to get into
every little nook and cranny of
this pro vince with our coverage.
We built up a string of about 90
part-time correspondents or
'space-rate st ri ngers ' , so-called
because they were paid per inch
of copy . Most of these stringers
were women - teachers,
postmistresses. and housewives .
It was a nightma re for our ac­
countants; they sent out a lot of
cheques for amo unts like 60(."

During the same period, the
Telegram built up small
bureaus with full-time staff at
Bay Roberts, Grand Falls.
Gander, and Bell Island. These
bureaus were linked with a 24­
hour te letype service tha t also
took in the two bureaus of The
Western Star. another Herder
paper. in Corner Brook and
Stephenville.

" We even had a full-time
Ottawa bureau," says Stev e
He rder with amusement.
"which was quite unusual for a
sm all Atla ntic newspaper . But
our ma n in Ottawa died about
1954. and this unfo r tu nately
closed the bureau. It was a
per iod of intense news-gathering

The network was too good to
last. however, and the company
has been gradually shutting it
down for the past 20years .

" I began to realize." ad mits
Mr . Herder, "that we had a
newspaper loaded wit h
parochial material, while
neglecting our responsibility to
keep the public abreast of
national and international news .
We were even paying our
st ringers for wedding pictures.
Nowadays , people pay us to
pr int them. Now, when we want
cove rage of some event a roun d
the bay, we simply telephone or
se nd someone out.

"I wouid like to see us do more
investigative reporting all the
time," he says mildly . " though
it is hard to beat television's
triple impact of sound , colou r .
and motion ." Mr . Herder feels
that the paper's reduction in
news staff does not hamper its
ab ility in investigative jour­
nalism .

Estate tax law as it was in 1970

"Since the sale to Thomson ."
co m me nts Steve Her der , " the re
have been very fe w
manageme nt change s. Selling
methods and objectives have
bee n brou gh t into line with
Thomson cor porate policy, but
tha t is about all ."

Alth ough th e pr essr oom sta ff
at the Telegram has been
unionized since the 1940s. it is a
new phe nom enon in the
new sr oom . Dur ing the F all of
1979. the Telegram and its
e mp loyees suffere d through a
st ri ke for mo re tha n two
months, During that time, the
Thomson chain sent a nwnber of
non-union "sc abs" over to St. John's
from the mainland to try to do the
work of the striking employees.
During this time. daily sa les of the
Telegra m. which had peaked at
35,378in Februa ry 1979, fell by about
5,000. Since the end of the strik e,
circula tion figures have gradually
been climbing. Average daily sales
for the 12-month period ending 30
September 1980 were 31,938copies,

while the equivalent figure for
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t he weekend edition was 44,718.
" By November of 1981,"
pr edi ct s Wilson Hiscock , etr­
culation man ager , " we should
exceed our bes t daily pre -strike
average."

Distribution of The Evening
Telegram is mostl y by tru ck ,
Communities along the Trans­
Canada Highway as far as
Grand F alls ge t same-day
delivery of the daily paper , asdo
Lewisporte. Ciaren ville, and the
communities around Conception
Bay as far as Salmon Cove, just
beyond Carbonear. The paper is
flown to Labrador one da y late .
Most other communities in
eastern Newfoundland receive
only the weekend Telegram .

Total staff at the Telegram
numbers about 122, but not the
40 to 50 contractors, agents, and
correspondents and other part­
time workers . The staff number
is broken down as follows :
Composing Room 17 + (2) ·
Circulation 12 + (16)
Editorial 25 + (1)
Advertising 23 + (1 )
Pressroom 9 + (1)
Administration 11
Gander 1
- Nu mbers in p art' nth esl' s r epr e se nt pa r l'

tim e sta ff.

During the Fall of 1980, con­
struction began on a brand new
building for the Telegram ,
located in the west end of St.
John 's, besid e the Village Mall.
The new building will not be any
larger, but it is hoped that in­
terior space can be used more
efficiently. " We will be located
on two and a quarter acres of
land," comments Ste ve Herder,
publisher of the newspaper his
grandfather founded, "and we'll
have a new Gosse 8O-page offset
press, worth about one and a
half million dollars . The public
will get darker, more legible
print." There are no plans ,
however, to enlarge the size of
the paper's type , which makes it
very difficult for senior citizens
to read the classified ads . And so
a few things change, but more
remain the same as the
Telegram rolls on into its second
century.

Reporters ty pe ~u t the ir stories In the newsroom.



Pressroom staff Larry cnevtcr. Mike Holden and Rod
Noseworthy check Ihe paper to adjust the flow of ink lor
each column. This HOe ienercress was built in 1900 and
came to 51.John 's in 1956lrom Philedelphia. II can print
up to a 96-page paper, cranking ot 20.000 copies per
t'lour .
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The reporters' viewpoint

Darlene .8.orrey of·The Daily ~ews

"1' he elect ro nic media goes in
one ear and out the other."
taunts Ed Kirby , an Evening
Telegram r eporter . "In print
you ha ve a gr eater respon­
sibility to be accurate, as your
work is on re cord and available
to th e publi c for decades."

Training to meet this
responsibility in Newfoundland.
however . seems remarkably
inform al. DecksAwash spoke
with one Daily News reporter
and three from The Evening
Telegram . We asked them about
their work . beginning with their
edu cational backgrounds. All
four had attended university,
and three of them had B.A.
degrees , but only one of the
three had gone on to spend a
year in journalism school.

"Only two of the seven Daily

News reporters have university
degrees," says 25-year-old
Darlene Sorrey, "but it doesn't
seem to make mu ch difference.
On the job is really where you
learn the business. "

" Yes ," agrees Joan Weeks.
who ha s been at the Telegram
for a year . " After a while as a
general reporter, I suddenly
became court reporter with only
one day 's training with the
former court reporter."

"Employers in the media do
not seem to place much value on
journalism degrees ," concedes
Doug Burgess of the Telegram,
" but I'm not sorry I ha ve one . It
helped me learn the profession
more quickly , and I feel that it
leads to more personal
satisfaction with the work ." Ed
Kirby recommends a good way

for a young person to get into th e
business is simply to attend a
university and work for th e
student newspaper , as he did for
four years.

Looking at the conditions and
practices on the job , differences
between the News and th e
Telegram are quite apparent.

.. At the News," explains
Darlene, a native of Prince
Edward Island, " the day usually
begins at 7:30 a .m. when we
monitor the radio news on three
stations to discover if we missed
anything yesterday. If so . we go
out to try and further de velop
the story. Radio is not com­
petition - it feeds us . After
consulting with the news editor.
we go after the stories . write
from two to eight per day , and
finish at about 6:00 p.m . Ab­
solute deadline for the morning
paper is midnight. which is good
for late-breaking news."

"At the Telegram ," counters
Ed Kirby, 29-year-old native of
Bell Island, "everything for the
paper must be submitted by 10
a.m., so early mornings are
hectic, As far as matching
stories that appeared in other
media, it is often just a silly
media game, especially when
we are assigned to match a very
minor story instead of covering
something of real importance."

"The volume of news coming
out of this province is on the
rise," declares Joan who is from
Amherst. Nova Scotia. It is hard
to cover it all with our decreased
staff numbers. With no time to
probe the major issues . we quote
people who make public
statements and leave it at that.
A lot of reporters' time is also
wasted with vapid conferences
and press releases."

" The proper role of a press
release ," says Ed Kirby, with
conviction, "is to be the germ of
a story idea. All too often, press
releases are printed verbatim
and end up as free advertising
for the group that released
them. Very few are ever
followed up by a reporter,



" Before the Thoms on chai n
took over the Telegra m . we ha d
as many as 22 re por te r s and six
photographers. Now we hav e
seven re porters and two
photog ra phers. The lat e Lord
Thom son himself has been
quoted as saying that news is
only some thing to fill the space
a ro und adver tise ments . so you
can see what we ar e up against.
It tu r ns my stomach that our
paper's ma nage ment cares so
little abo ut the quality of their
pr oduct. There is no business­
fina nce com ment a ry, no science
page - the newspaper has lost
its focus. 1 re alize a governme nt
commission is investigating the
opera tio n of all Thoms on
papers. but that Is not the
solution. Pressure must come
fro m the public . As it is now. the
paper is in th e prime position to
be ma nipulated by politicians or
anyo ne else who wants to hold
press confere nces."

"At The Daily News . on th e
other ha nd." responds Darlen e,
"we are fortunate.. to have a
publisher and an editor-In-chief
who are intensely involved in the
newsroom. Both write stories ,
which help s ease our ser ious
shortage of reporting starr.

"O ur publisher, Bill Callaha n
is a real protean figur e - you
will altern ately love him a nd
ha te him - but you cannot deny
tha t he ca res about what goes in
the News. I ha ve learned more
fro m him about Newfoundland
his tory tha n from all my years
at Me mori al.

" Sto ries we write are often
correc te d and re-written by our
edi tor and publi sher. not only to
correc t the st yle. but also to
include any pertinent historical
or expl anatory information. In
th e sa me way. all press releases
ar e thoroughly gone over _
conde nsed. re -wr itten , or
whatever _ but seldom printed
verbatim."

" At the Telegram ." ma int ains
J oan . " our stories are very
r are ly edited. except for spelling
a~d pun ctu ation . It is very
disc oncerting for someone like
myself who is tr ying to improve .

" In court reporting, we have

Ed Kirbyand JoanWeeksrelaxaftera hectic dayat The Evening Telegram

to write from th e most in- se r vati ves, both feder al and
terestin g angle of eac h cas e , but pro vincial . all come und er fire
mu st avoid se nsa tiona lizing th e in th eir turn ." Da rle ne can­
m at er ial beyond the limits of ce des. howev er . that the Pec k­
good ta ste. " ford administration does ge t a

.. More tha n that," adds Ed . lot of scrutiny in the News.
" th e media has a mor al rep- "O f course." she says. " it ' s
spo nsibility to downplay sen - because they are in power ­
sational aspects of a case, doing things that affect us all. so
be cause there are just e noug h it is onl y natu r al for us to be
twi st ed people arou nd who could crit ical."
ge t the im press ion tha t Darlene is dissatisfied with
cri m ina ls a re heroes . a nd who the degree of province-wide
mi ght glory in getting the ir cover age in the News, "We need
na mes in the pape r for com - more cor respo ndents in centra l
m it tin g a cr ime . Jo urna lis m has and west ern Newfound land, and
a role to play in reducing ou r better coverage of resou rces .
cr ime r at e ." Ev en so, we a re doing pretty

" One thing 1 resent in jou r- well. becau se weekly pape rs
nalism ," says Darlene. "is the hav e orten scalped The Deity
e xte nt to which newspapers are N ew s for stories on their own
a busines s . They seem to be able a rea!"
to meet all thei r fina ncial Man y newspaper reporters
com m itme nts while scrimping are lur ed away by the higher
on editorial sta ff. Wha t real ly pa y and greater excitement of
sa ves the Ne ws is the number of working for radio or telev isio n.
freelance columnis ts who hav e but some are intense ly
tim e to pr esent consider ed dedi cat ed to th e written word .
opinions. Our Guest Column is E d Kirby. alth ough he is highl y
al so a fine exa mple of fr ee cr itic al of his own and other
speech in pr acti ce _ it is a newsp apers . would never leave
forum avail ab le to a nyone . the profession .

" I think it is short- sig hted the "I 'm a wr iter . not a talking
way some people tr y to tar th e head ." he says with a grin. " The
Ne ws with a Liberal brush. just a nony m ity of ne wspaper work is
be cause of our pub lishe r ' s g rea t. I would hate to have to
political per su asions. If yo u t rai n my voice and style my hai r
exa mine th e opinions of the to sta nd in front of a camera. As
r egul a r colum nists . you will find far as 1 am conce rned, writing is
th at Liber als an d Con- the onl y ga me in town." 1.1
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Home of the weeklies

Paul Sparke s

I t is difficult to cover th e new s
media in Newfoundland with out
ex amining the operations of
Robinson-Blackmore Printing
and Publishing Limited. Th is
company publishes tw elve New·
foundland newspapers and in
addition prints nine others .
There ar e two plants: one in St.
John's and the other in Grand
Falls , The latter is almost
totally occupied with the prtn­
ling of eight Rob inson­
Blackmor e paper s (Th e na ndrr
Beacon. Grand Falls Advrrlisl'r,
Le w..Ispor te P ilot , Clarenvil le
Pac ket , Harbour Bre ton Coaster.
G~1f St'\U, Humber Log. and The
Grorglan ). The 51. J ohn's office
publishes the other two Robinson­
Blackmore papers , The Compass
and Th.. Southern Oaeeue, and
prints The Dail)-" Sf'WS . Each plant
prints a number of other papers not
owned by the company.

"My offi cial tiUe is Director of
PUbli cations ," says Paul
Sparkes. after checking his
business card to make sure,
"but my responsibility is the
overseeing of the pri nting of t he
Robinson-Blackmore publication s
and other s here in 51.John's. "

There are editors on The
Com pass and The Sout hern

GUf'Uf' and they are fairly
auton omous. but P au l does ha ve
th e fin al say . If a re por te r is
need ed at The Compass . for
exa m ple , P aul will as k the
edi to r to su ggest som ebody from
the ar ea. but the ac t ua l hiring is
done by the St. J ohn 's offi ce .

The twic e-weekly Compass
a nd the we ekly Seuther n
Gazette ar e but a part of Paul' s
job . The St. John 's plant also
prints the two Labrador papers :
The La br ad or ia n and The
Au r or a : whi ch are both
privately owned. He oversees
the production of othe r
publications. e. g. . th e monthly
51. John 's Board of Trade Sf'WS
and Vi..ws , the Newfoundland
Hydr o monthl y Oull..t . the
~!emor ial Uni versity Garett e ~

et c. To add to thi s , he is edi tor of
TV Topics. but says he is more than
ably helped by assistant editor,
Mark King.

" The printer. to an extent, is
responsible for content," says
Paul. "If Decks Awash (printed
by Robinson-Blackmore }. for
example, were to write
somet hing libe llous, we, as the
pr in ter, cou ld be dragged into

cou rt as well as yo u. So. if J see
som eth ing that J think we cou ld
get into trou ble wIth . then I have
th e respon si bility of co ntacting
you to advise you to cha nge it. If
yo u re fuse, I ca n say we .....c n't
print it. "

To the laym an , th e pr odu cti on
of th e vari ou s newspapers ap­
pears to be a com plic a te d a nd
co nfusing business , but
everybody has assigned duties
and things a re more or less
routine ,

" Things can get a bit he cti c."
laughs Paul, " when th e Burin
Peninsula T axi (whic h brings in
the copy for th e Soulh ..rn
Gazeue ) comes in without the
materia l. but somehow we manage
to pull through.

Born and ed uc ate d in St.
John 's, Paul Sparkes got his
first job with The Daily xews.

" I think J did ev erything
except cle an the washroom s."
he recalls. " I cov er ed
magistrate's court, pad and
pencil in ha nd, frightened that 1
would be hauled up for
something I had written the day
before. That was 20 years ago
when 'rhe Dail}· Sews had l lh
reporters. If the Hous e of
Assembly was open. I cov ered
that. I also helped to put
together pa ge 2 and 3, and so on ,
I found m yself taking ads,
reading proofs , writing out
receipts, et c. You name it, I did
it. a s did othe rs who worked at
the xews at tha t time." While
Paul did work for a short period
at Boone Advertising and later
for the Newfoundland and
Labrador Dev elopment Cor­
poration , he feels as though he
always worked for Robinson­
Blackmore. When the Da lly
Ne w s wa s separated from
Robinson-Black more. he
remained with Robinson­
Blackmore.

Some comments from Paul :
"I think it is interesting that

Newfoundland. with its ru gged



geography and small
population, has so many
newspapers ,"

"Newfoundlanders are very
news conscious and are very
interested in what other people
are doing . Overall , circulation
for our weeklies and our semi­
weeklies is about 50,000 (that
doesn't inciudeThe Daily xewsi .

"I think the day when
editorials formed public opinion
is gone . I believe, today, we are
generally more intelligent as
individuals and we can form our
own opinions - (yea rs ago
there was an editor who had his
ears chopped off because he was
anti-Irish and anti-Catholic . I
don't think that could happen
today) .

"Advertising is a strong
consideration because this is
business , but there has to be an
eq ually strong editorial con­
sideration. If you don't have the
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, ....

""­
Mary Murphy and Dave Peck lo rd at the paste-up (or layout) department at the
Bootnson-Btackmore pl ant, 51. Joh n' s.

news for the readers, your
product won 't sell - you won't
get the advertising - it is a
circle - one depends on the
other. If you were to ask me

Encompassing the area

"We cover Conception Bay
from Mount Pearl to Bay de
Verde, the Trinity South area as
far as Whitbourne , and
Placentia Bay and the Dunville
area," says Bill Bowman, editor
of the Compass.

As one of the Robinson­
Blackmore papers, The Com­
pass is printed in 51. John's but
the paper's office is in Car­
bonear. Besides Bill Bowman,
there is one full -time sports
reporter and three advertising
staff. Bill is the photographer as
well . But it takes more than this
small full-time staff to produce
the paper.

"Correspondents in all the
communities send items in to us
from their areas," explains Bill.
" They are pa id by the inch and
most of the copy comes in by
mail.

" I come into the 51. John's
plant once a week. I like to do
my own layout and have general
control over everything. Now
that we will be publishing two
issues per week, I will probably

lea ve most of the lay out work to week ly papers. Radio, TV and
Robinson-Blackmore , following the daily papers can provide
my list of priorities.It that coverage. The Compass

Bill Bowman maintains that carries sports, social notes. area
national and international news, and provincia l news af-
events are not the con:;;c;.;e;,;rn;.O:;;f.:;t;;,her;freC..t.in; ;g;.;t;;he;.a rea.:...,

BillBowman
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"It is im portant to try to ha ve
something from every corn­
munity ," says Bill. " P eople will
pick up The Compass . and if
there's nothi ng in it a bout their
tow n. the y won 't buy it."

Robin son-Blackmore started
The Compass as a weekly
tabloid in October 1968. It is now
a full sheet and as of 6 February
1981, Is publi shed twice weekly .
Bill Bowman ca me to wor k as a
re porte r in J anu ary 1973 and
soon" aft er , beca me editor. He
cha nged the front page which
had pre viously carr ied only

photogr aph s to a news page. The
copy consists of approximately
60% adverti se me nts and 40%
gen eral new s copy.

Bill adm its that the job is a
ve r y demanding one . People
think he has it made when he
appears a t local banquets and
meetings.

" They see me as being in th e
thick of things ; they don't
realize that it 's part of my work .
And there are limitations, you
know . I can't attend every town
council meeting and everything
that happens to be going on .

" I think the paper could be

more useful to the com munity if
the people would avail of the
serv ice s th at The Compa ss ca n
provide. If org ani zations would
send us press releases about
their activities and projects , we
would give them space. We have
a press run of 10,000 which
means that a lot of peopl e read
the pap er and consequently
learn about local events. We try
to find out what is going on in our
area and in most cases we do .
but it would be a big help if
people would let us know ."
Compass readers take note ! I!I

The pride of the Northern Peninsula
"I f you exam ine a copy of our much better place to print our

p ap er," com me nts Bern paper," points out Bern, " but
Bro m ley, own er and editor of the management of The Western
The Northern Pen, "you will Star simply refuses to Jet us use
notice that it is quit e differ en t its presses, saying it's against
fr om oth er weekl y new sp apers Thomson policy. They use the
in th e pr ovince . Fo r one thing, press the mselves for less than
there a re no socia l notes. In- an hour eac h day . and we are
ste ad , we pro vide real cove rage only looking for 20 m inut es press
of the Northern Peni nsu la - time per week ."
fe ature int er views , local In order to get their paper
gove r nme nt issu es , arts and printed in Grand Falls, either
cr afts , his tor y, resour ce Bern or Danny must leave St .
pr oblems, you name it ." Anthony at 5:30 a.m. on Sunday

Covering a mu ch lar ger (earlier in stormy weather> to
ge ographical area tha n most drive to Grand Falls. From
weekl y pap ers . and with a early afte rnoon the rest of the
ei r culation of only 3,800, the day is spent proofing and doing
staff of The Northern Pen work layout of the paper. On Monday
long hours and drive hundred s of mo rning, the rest of the process
m iles each week to get into is completed, and the paper is
communities on both east a nd printed. By late Monday
west coasts of the P en insul a . evening, The Northern Pen s taff
" Besides myself her e in S1. m emb er is ready to lea ve Gra nd
Anthony," explains Bern Falls for the long drive home.
Br omley, " our oth er full-lime The Northern Pen was started
employee is Danny Hodd inott , in March of 1979, at whic h time
who lives in Br ig Bay, just nor th Bern Bromley was also
of Port au Choix. He is in a publishing a bi-weekly paper in
better pos ition to report on the Harbour Breton , on the Sout h
southern part of our region. Coast. It may be hard to imagine
Then Joy Russell and my wife the same ma n run ning two
El sie ea ch work part-lime on ad pa pe rs at the opposite ends of
sales and circulation." the island, and Bern admits that

One of th e most gr uelli ng it was a hard schedule to
weekly chores for Ber n and maintain.
Danny is getting their copy to I "I used to do The Coaster
the Robinson-Bl ackm or e in Harbour Breton every second
printing plant in Grand Falls , a weekend," he recalls , " but once
round-tr ip distance of 1,300 The Northern Pen took off, I did
kilometers . not really have the time for it , so

"C orne r Brook would be a I sold The Coaster to Robinson-

Blackmore in June of 1980."
A nat ive of Cone he on the

Peninsula. Ber n is now 33 years
old and spe nt 15 years working
for Robinson-Blackmore in the
Central Newfoundland area
before launching his own
company - Bebb Publishing.
"Working for R-B," he com­
ments, " I spent time in almost
every aspect of the business ,
from circulation and ac­
counting. through ad sales.
sports and news reporting, to
being managing editor of papers
in Lewisporte a nd Gander. Now
I am doing it all at once . and
loving it .

"It's also great to be back on
the Northern Peninsula. My wife
Elsie is from Main Brook, so she
is near home, and our two sons
love it here as well ."

Acco rding to Bern. The
Northern Pen is part of a growth
in awareness taking place on the
P eni nsu la now that the road is
paved a ll the way ; a tourism
industry is growing up around
the new L'Anse au Meadows
National Park, and S1. Anthony
has its first shopping mall .

"This part of Newfoundland
has been ignored for many
years," asserts Bern, "but it is
starting to come into its own.
The people here used to just
swa llow their pride and accept
what was being done to them by
the government and the big fis h
corporations . Fo r example ,
offs hore dra gger s catch fis h in

-
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this area and take it to the South
Coast for processing. Now that
we ha ve a newspaper and a
tel evision network of our own in
this area, th ere 's a lot of
a wa re ness being r aised and
ma ybe people will stand up for
thei r rights a little more ."

"Compared to other areas
wher e I have worked on
newsp ap er s , the people here
really suppor t th e pa pe r and
make our work exciting . We a re
als o getting our sha re of loca l
adve rtising now. tho ugh it has
been slow. I guess many
bu sinesses felt that they didn't
ad vertise in the past , so why
sta r t now?"

Looking cr iti cally at the
larger newspapers that come to
the St. Anthony area, Bern
Br om ley sees very littl e to
admire or emulate in them.

" We used to have a real New­
foundland newspaper with the
Telegram ba ck in the 1960s."
says Bern, " but now they just sit
back and res tr ict the ir coverage
to St. J ohn' s. I know what
ha ppen s beca use I ha ve had
experience with the big pap er s .
They are no longer conte nt to
make a reasonable profit an d
serve the community. They a re
out to make a bundle. and do it
at the expense of the ir ed itoria l

staft. Good journalists are
frustrated to the point where
they just lea ve . Now the big
papers are staffed by tired, la zy
reporters who sit by the
teleph one instead of getting out
a nd chasing down real stories.

" P e rha ps the big pa pe r s
ex pect the weekly comm unity
pap er s to take ove r the repor­
tin g outs ide St . John's, but it is
ve ry diffi cult for us without the
volume of national , chai n-ato m
advertis ing . Considering the
business base of St. Jo hn ' s,
so meo ne should be in the re
pu tti ng out a fir st -class pa pe r.
but it is not hap pening." II

Wired for "('Il"~

UYes," chuckles Ed Walters,
" wor ki ng for Canadian Press
(C P) in New foundland is qui te
different from oth er parts of the
country. Just a bout ev e ry
Newfoundland stor y th at goes
national includ es so me as pec t
that has to be speciall y e x­
plained. The offs hore oil
regulations , for exa mp le. are
unique. Lookin g at the fishery, it
is only in this province that the
fishermen ar e unionized . Othe r I r i' '!f ,~_
things th at conti nua lly ha ve to
be explained are the va ry ing
fishing seasons in differ en t par ts
of th e pr ovince , and the wide
va r iety of ge ar in use."

Any tim e you read a
newspaper stor y that begins
with th e ini ti al s CP, you are
reading a Canadian P ress story
that has been sen t by tele type to
all subscribing newspaper s in
the Atlantic Provinces , or mor e
likely , to all papers ac ro ss
Canada . CP is owne d co-

Oth er differen ces ci te d by E d
Walters . CP cor re sponde nt for 1..--.......
Newfoundland a nd Labrador . The Canadian Press office In 51.John's. Ed Walters sca ns a fisheries report
include the la ck of counties, whileJim Hussey, a CP treetancerwith25years experience, reads the news.

which changes the whole operatively by the daily Britain . and Agence Pr-ance-
s tructure of municipa l and ne wspap e rs of Canada. for th e Press (AF P) of France.
pr ovin cial government. Also , purpose of gathe ring a nd Beca use the wire service
teachers in this province sharing news of regional. operates a round the clock,
negotiat e their contracts national. or intern a tional con- newspap e r editors arriving at
directly with the provincial ce rn. wor k in the early mo rning often
Treasury Boa rd ins tea d of with With an edito ria l s ta ff of a bout find a long roll of teletyped
local school boards . 250 peopl e located in bureaus stories a wa iting th em. Most

and smaller offices in 14 cities new sp ap er offi ces rece ive these
ac ross the nation, CP gathe rs storie s in two forms. Besi des the
stories 24 hours pe r day , sev en written copy, there is punched
days each week , by tele phone. tap e , abou t an inch wide , that
Telex, or direct co mputer feed ca n be fed directly into the type­
from newspaper offices . In - sett ing m ach ine to prep are the
ternational sto ries a re ga the re d stor y for printi ng.
from ot her wire ser vices such as Othe r new s services a vailable
th e Associa te d Press (AP) from through CP a re Br oad cast News
the United States, Reuters from Ltd. ( BN) , whic h is sold to
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private radio an d tel evisi on
stations across Ca nada and
Ca napress, whic h is lik ewise
a va ilable through th e Telex
lines , an d consists of news
espe cially ta ilore d to th e in­
terests of bu sinessmen.

Ed Walter s , a 44-year-old
na tive of Trinity. Trinity Bay,
ha s seen a lot of changes in the
news bu sine ss since he sto pped
goin g to sea on merc ha nt ships
a nd join ed The Eve n i ng
Telegram star! in 1960. "Since
the decli ne of the Sma llwo od
er a, " Ed explains , " the re has
been a vast inc rease in th e
a mo unt of news in thi s provin ce.
Issues ar e more com plex, a nd
part of it is due to th e pu blic
becom ing educ ated and as k ing
more questions of th eir
governmen t.

"There is a new pri de in our
provincial her itage, whic h has
created a flowerin g of
Newfound land culture th at is the
envy of all Canadians. Similar to
Western Canada. we are learn -

ing to appreciate the strength
of our natural resources. At one
tim e , it was assumed that only
Tor ont o a nd Ottawa had the
nation al perspecti ve on news,
but tha t is changing. Ontario is
fa st becomi ng the outpost-far
from th e re al action in this
country. The continued im ­
position of Central Canadia n
views is creating problems
within CP and CRC as well as in
the fed er al gove rn me nt.
Luck ily . at CPo the na tio nal de sk
in Toronto does not ma ke too
m an y de ci sions about what
s tor ies ar e of national inte res t.
It is m ainly the repo rters who
decid e ,"

Ed Walt ers first went to work
with Can adia n Press in 1962. at
th e Halif ax bureau, He then
spent two years wit h CP in
Toronto. " I misses Newfound­
land a great deal," he admi ts,
" bu t I knew th at to requ est a
tr an sf er to S1. John' s wa s no
long-ter m solution , CP in th os e
da ys had a habit of t r ansferring

cor responde nts a ll over the
nation ." Hopin g to re m a in in
New foundla nd, Ed applied for a
job with CBC in St. John's in
1967. and was hired rig ht a way .
Tw o ye ar s lat er, however , he
was back with CP in St. Jo hn 's
and was prom is ed that he would
not be t r ansferred .

Although posted in St. John's .
Ed ha s don e quite a bit of
t r a velling for his wor k. " There
are oftern real pr obl em s in
ge tting stories out of Labrador.
or from the se al hunt, or other
isol at ed places ," he points out.
" If the newspap er s do not send
so meo ne, I have to go myself.
On th e inte rnationa l sce ne , I
have attended Law of th e Sea
Confe rences in Car acas a nd
Geneva , and when Ca na da
signed th e 2GO- mile lim it trea ty
in Moscow, th e only tw o
Ca na d ia n re por te rs att ending
were someone fr om CBC and
myself.

MARINE SAFETY EXHIBITION MARCH 7, 1981
IN HARBOUR GRACE

Fishermen, their families, and the general public are invited to attend a Marine Safety Exhibition on
Saturday , 7 March 1981,from 11a .m. to 8 p.m. in St. Francis Central High School, Harbour Grace . No
char ge for admission. Fifteen to twenty suppliers of mari ne safety equipment will be displaying and
demonstrating the latest in life rafts , radios , and ether gear. Staff of several government departments will
be there to answer questions about marine safely, communications, regulations, and other topics. Weather
permitting, there maybe outdoor demonstratio ns of flares and helicopter rescues. lf the exhibition is a
success, similar one may be scheduled for other locations around the province. For further information,
call the Canadian Coast Guard in St. John's: 737-5119.

JUNE 3, 1981 IS CENSUS DAY
Canadians are required by lawto participate in the Census to ensure its completeness and accuracy .
The Census is Canada's larg est survey undertaking, and the only one which collects information about

every person living in Canada .
Census figures are used for purposes tha t affect every Canadia n.
Information will be gathered in different ways , depending on the region. In major urba n areas,

questionnaires will be dropped off at homes where residents are required to mail them back. In smaller
communities and rur al areas, questionnaires will be dropped off and late r collected. In a very few remote
areas , canvassers will collect the information in persona l interviews.

COUNT YOURSE LF INI
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history
Radio

N ewfoundland . It may be said. has been In­
valved with radio since 12 December 1901, when
Guglielmo Mar coni sat in Cabot Tower atop
Signal HUI in 51. John 's a nd received a wire less
signal sent from Poldhu. Cornwall. in England.
His 500-(oot aerial was held aloft by a nu m ber of
large kites .

Voice transmissions from Newfoundland
began in J uly of 1920 whe n th ree Ca nadia n
Mar coni engineers broadcast a sig nallO ships as
fa r away as 1.400 miles. Fo r severa l days .
comm unication was maintained between the
little Signal Hill statio n and ocea n liner S. S.
Victorian. On 2S J uly 1920. Sir R ich a rd Squ ires.
Sir Eric Bowring, Sir P .T . McG ra th . and other
local dignitaries assembled at th e st a tion to
speak to the ship .

Ne wfoun dla nd's first ra dio st a tio n with
regula r br oad ca st was VOS. ope ra ted fr om 1921
by J ~J . Collins , loca l representative for the
Marcon i Company. By 1924. seven of Dr . Wilfred
Gr enf ell ' s m issions in Lab rador were equipped
with r adi o se ts . Th at sa me yea r , there were four
radio stations in St. J ohn ' s : 8JJC, operated by
J .J . Colli ns ; 8LR, opera te d by Loyal Reid ; 8AA.
operated by Ernest Ash ; and 8SMC which was
oper at ed by Wesley Church, and is th e only one
of th e four stations stHl bro adcasting today,
th ough it s ca ll lett ers a re now VOWR .

On 12 February 1927, even the Christian
Brothers got into radio with 8MC broadcasting
from Mount Cuhel Orphanage. Call letters of all
the stations in Newfoundland were changed as a
result of an International Radio Conference in
Washington. D.C. that assigned particular call
letters to naUons. and Newfoundland drew VO.
Radio operators were quick to discover how
these letters could be used to advantage,
however, and VOAS became the Voice of Ayre &:
Sons . as VOWR became the Voice of Wesle y
Radio.

A station operated by the Seventh Day Ad­
ventist Church opened in 1929with the call1ellers
8BSL (Bible Study League). The call letters
changed four Urnes before becoming VOAR in
1938, and it can be .Ull be heard today in the St .
John" Irel (1230 kHz ) . This station became
Newfoundland'. first commercial station on 3
October 1930, with call letters 8RA and 5,000
watll of power. By 1133, however, using call
letters VONA (Voice of the North Atlantic ) , t he
staUon renounced. ill commercial status.

In 1931, VOGT on BelllJland was licensed. as
was VOR in St . Aotbony-a ItaUon operated by
the InternaUonal Grenfell AlloclaUon.

The VOAS ItaUoo opened in 1931 as a com­
mercial radio station . 1be St. John 's merchan ts
Ayre &: Sons had been selling radios , but were
hampered by not being able to demonstrate them
to prospective customers, as all radio s tations at
the Ume operated ori.ly at night. So, -Ayres
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