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between the covers

This time we visit some communities in the
Bay of Exploits area north of Botwood and talk to
fishermen, farmers, sawmillers, business people
and council members. Unfortunately, many of
the people we spoke to in the area are not in-
cluded in the magazine but we hope that they can
appreciate that we work within the confines of
limited space.

Our back section welcomes newcomer Cathy
O’Brien’s cooking corner with the hope that you
will eat more fish in the future. Apart from this
year’s disappointing cod trap fishery, the
market for our fish has drastically declined,
leaving high inventories with the companies. We
can all do our part by eating more fish and Cathy
is going to help us provide greater variety on our - S .
tables. The boys of Phillips Head and their boats: Chad Pelley,

Ross Traverse describes how to store fresh g\ey:;hesmce Robert Pelley, David Stride, and Trevor
vegetables through the winter. David Wegenast
writes about the Irish fishery and compares it to
the Newfoundland fishery. We even look at a
better way to dry squid.

Next time, we'll feature the research sector of
the fishery.
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Currently 98% of all paper
produced at Abitibi-Price in
¢ Grand Falls is shipped from
Botwood.
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history
Peterview

ohn Peyton's house built in the 1790s near the

J present-day community of Peterview, was
described in 1842 by J.B. Jukes as “...a very pleasant
comfortable house ... having an excellent garden
behind, with a grass-plot and a few scattered birch
trees between it and the river in front, and altogether,
a very pretty looking and quite an English sort of
place.”

Peyton's house and wharves were probably the first

built in the area by a white inhabitant. Most early
settlers preferred to live much farther out the bay to
avoid contact with the Beothuks who had become in-
creasingly warlike because of their persecution by the
white settlers.

Peyton considered the Upper Sandy Point area near
Peterview to be ideal for salmon catching. No doubt he
minimized his fear of the natives with the success of
the salmon fishery and the application of the flintlock.

Perhaps the most descriptive reference of the
Peterview area appeared in Lieutenant David
Buchan's journal of 1810-11 about his Exploits River
expedition.

On March 6, 1811, Buchan gives this description of
Grand Falls. “The sound of this waterfall was at times
plainly heard on board the schooner when lying in
Peter’s Arm, from which ascended a vapour that
darkened the atmosphere for a considerable extent.”

At that time it was reported that Canadians (Mic-
macs?) lived at Wigwam Point which gave them easy
access to the entire Exploits River system for hunting
and fishing.

By 1884, 32 people lived at Peter's Arm. In that year
the community had six houses, three fishing rooms and
two boats. In addition to their small salmon fishery the

107 barrels of and kept

four sheep and pigs.

As the community of Botwoodville began to grow, the
population of Peter's Arm more than tripled in less
than 10 years and in 1891, 18 men had become involved
inlumbering and sawmilling.

The had largely the salmon

One of the first Pan-American flying boats to pass
through Botwood on the Trans-Atlantic route. (Note
Peterview shore in background.) (PANL Photo)

fishery by this time but had produce 28 quintals of
dried cod and 27 gallons of cod liver oil in that year.

At the turn of the century most communities in the
area were in constant flux and, as a result, many
communities appeared to have been settled by small
groups only to be abandoned within a few years.

Peter’'s Arm, suffering the fate of a mobile

had only 37 i i in 1901 but by 1821
had a permanent habitation of 363 people, of whom 47
worked in the lumbering industry from nearby Bot-
wood. Peter's Arm had continued to pursue and expand
mixed farming activities and had cultivated 152 acres
of land in 1921 producing some 631 barrels of potatoes.
There were also 184 sheep, 108 swine and 56 goats. It
was during this period that most of the smaller nearby
settlements at Wigwam Point, Dominion Point and
Upper Sandy Point disappeared from census statistics.

At the time of Confederation, Peter’'s Arm officially
became Peterview, and in 1951, the population was 538.

By 1976, Peterview had a population of 1099.

The last hunting ground of the Beothuk ?

Accurate records of early European settlement were
seldom kept in the multitude of small communities that
appeared in the Bay of Exploits before the mid-1800s.

It has always been traditionally held that the
Beothuk Indians used the area as their summer
domicile. Judge John Reeves writing in the 1790s
mentioned, ... the Indians show themselves ... in the
Bay of Exploits (where] they come down to get what
the seashore affords for food."

Unfortunately for the Indians, Judge Reeves noted
that the area was “... a lawless part of the island,
where there are no magistrates resident for many
miles; ... so that the people do as they like.” Reeves
and others of this early period were extremely vocal in

their condemnation of the conduct of the fishermen and
trappers who frequented the area and spent their time
harassing and even murdering the Beothuks.

One of the earliest to
in the Bay of Exploits appears in a letter from John
Bland to the Governor's secretary, dated 1 September
1790. Reporting on the murder of two Beothuks, Bland
wrote, *'I am not certain that the men charged with this
murder were not in the employ of one Peyton, who for
many years has possessed a salmon fishery in the Bay
of Exploits.”

Although Bland had reported that Peyton had
abandoned the fishery and moved by this time, to
Poole, England, Joseph Beete Jukes’ journal of 5
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Demasduit, re-named ‘‘Mary March'' for the month in
which she was captured, died at Batwood Harbour.
(From an engraving in Rev. Philip Tocque's ‘‘Wandering
Thoughts''; J.P. Howley *“The Beothucks'' 1915.)

September 1842 mentioned, ‘... at Lower Sandy Point,
... there is a salmon fishery of Mr. Peyton’s.” The
Point is located at the mouth of the Exploits River,
near Wigwam Point,

John Peyton was himself no lover of the Indians and
appeared to have held a grudge against them because
in 1818 they cut adrift a vessel that contained his
summer’s catch. The boat was found cast ashore at
Grego (Grey Gull) Island, on 19 September 1818,
devoid of sails and most of the cargo of guns, pistols,
including Peyton’s money and his watch!

It was John Peyton himself who captured the
Beothuk Demasduit (Mary March) the next year
while he was on a trip searching for the materials the
Beothuks had stolen from his wharf at Lower Sandy
Point.

Through the efforts of Peyton, Demasduit eventually
was taken to St. John's where she later contracted
tuberculosis. With her health failing in the fall of 1819,
Governor Charles i decided to i
Captain David Buchan of H.M.S. Grasshopper to
return her to the tribes.

It was at Ship Cove that the Grasshopper and the
Adonis wintered in 1819-20, and where Demasduit died
on 18 January 1880.

John Peyton, Justice of the Peace for Twillingate was
one of the first settlers in the Bay of Exploits. (J-P.
Howley, The Beothucks, 1915).

We are unsure if Ship Cove which later became
Botwood had any permanent inhabitants, although
another letter reproduced by Howley in his book on the
Beothuks says, ‘“No part of the Bay (of Exploits) was
inhabited. Twillingate, Exploits Island and Burnt
Islands had a few inhabitants.”

The name Ship Cove no doubt originated from the
shipbuilding and lumbering efforts of the merchants of
Exploits Island and Twillingate.

Little mention is made of the area until 1845 when a
total population of 38 was reported living on the Ex-
ploits River, probably in the vicinity of Peyton's
original wharf and stores, at Lower Sandy Point.
Botwood itself did not appear in a census before 1884,
when a total of 38 people were reported living at Killick
Island.

In the nearby cove which later became a trans-
Atlantic airbase, seven houses and five fishing rooms
had been built. The fishermen who had come to the
sheltered arm kept 9 pigs and 11 sheep that year and
made the astounding sum of six pounds for their year
at the salmon fishery!

By the late 1870s, Alfred Jewer came to live in the
harbour. In 1881 Jewer’s wife had a son named Ber-
tram who is traditionally considered to have been the
first child born at Botwood.

Board feet and bibles

Botwood’s long associaton with the lumbering in-
dustry is largely the result of the pioneer efforts of the
Anglican Archdeacon Edward Botwood.

Edward Botwood was born in 1824 in Bridgeworth, a
small town in Shropshire, England. A short time after
he was ordained, the young clergyman accepted his
first charge at Forteau, Labrador. After completing
four years at the Forteau Mission, his health collapsed,

largely due to the hardship he encountered living on
the Labrador coast, and he was forced to take an ex-
tended leave of duties. The Reverend Mr. Botwood,
subsequently moved to Quebec City in 1846 and
returned to in 1848 to accept
the post of Resident of the Church of England in Ex-
ploits Bay.
Archdeacon Botwood took particular interest in Ship
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Cove, a small sheltered harbour like many in the area,
frequented by boat builders and merchant outfitters
who sought a ready supply of ships’ timber.

He quickly became caught up in a speculation
scheme to acquire timber rights from the tidewater of
the Exploits along the river banks of the Victoria River
at Red Indian Lake. He then persuaded the Quebec
lumber company of Gooday and Company with the
promise of a partnership to exploit the vast timber
reserved. Although Edward Botwood left Ship Cove in
1867 to become Incumbent of St. Mary’s at St. John's,
and Rector the following year, his idea to establish a
lumber industry in the Exploits Valley flourished
under the guidance of Gooday who built the first large
capacity sawmill at the harbour. The census for 1891
showed that out of a population of 83 who lived at
Killick Island and Ship Cove (renamed Botwoodville),
20 people were engaged in logging. Gooday had im-
ported 13 of these men from the lumber woods of
Quebec to work in the woods and run the mill which
produced about 45,000 board feet of lumber annually.

Botwood himself turned his hand to other ambitious
projects from his new parish ll St. Mary's. The first

annual

held in 1872, hrub a result o{ s
efforts.

The Times of St. John's reported ‘... by an almost
house-to-house visitation through the town LSt. John’s)
and by numerous correspondence in the outports he
solicited articles of value or curiosity and

f: d goods and e produce for the
Exhibition," (held at the Victoria Rink in St. John's).

- (Photo by permission The
Book of Newlnundhnd Vol. 4).

Edward Botwood died at St. John's on 3 November
1901, a year after his retirement. In appreciation for
his long years of productive service the newly formed
government nomenclature board voted to change the
name Botwoodville to Botwood on 30 January 1904, m

Growing with A.N.D.

Although fishermen originally settled the Bay of
Exploits area, significant growth of the communities
did not occur until logging and plper-mlklnz got un-
derway, mlnh to Angl

At a time when Newfoundland’s government revenue
totalled about $2 million per year, the A.N.D. Company
invested $6 million in the colony during its first five
years of operation. Employment for local men was

The was in-
corporated on 1 January 1905 in St. John's with $5
million capital. Lord Northcliffe (Alfred Harmsworth)
and his brother Harold were publishers of the Daily
Mail and Daily Mirror in London, England, and they
founded the A.N.D. Company in order to provide their
newspapers with a good supply of newsprint.

Loading ore at Botwood in the early 1950s - (Atlantic
Guardian Photo).

in the woods camps, in the Grand Falls paper
mill, and on the transportation system. The company
operated a railway into the woods south of Millertown
Junction, and another from Grand Falls to Botwood's
deep-sea port where paper was loaded onto ships for
the trans-Atlantic voyage.

The first rolls of newsprint came out of the Grand
Falls mill on 22 December 1909. In May. of the following
year, the S.S. Kastalia arrived in Botwood as the first
ship to carry the newsprint. During 1910, ten vessels
loaded up at Botwood and 39,777 tons of cargo were
shipped — roughly half newsprint and half pulp, except
for 1244 tons of general cargo.

About 1922, AN.D. purchased A. E. Reed & Com-
pany, acquiring a groundwood mill at Bishop's Falls, a
further quarter interest in the Botwood Railway, and
over 1000 square miles of timber leases, bringing
A.N.D.'s holdings to 7558 square miles, or almost one-
sixth of the island. The company had tried to develop a
lead and zinc mine at Buchans circa 1909, but closed in
1912 because of a lack of a satisfactory method of
smelting. By 1925, however, the American Smelting
and Refining Company (ASARCO) had perfected a
selective flotation method to recover individual metals
in the ore, and entered into partnership with the A.N.D.
Company to develop the Buchans mine. The first
concentrates were produced in September 1928, and
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88,930 tons were shipped out of Botwood in 1929. That
same year, Botwood shipped 93,281 tons of newsprint.

Of the ships taking cargo out of Botwood, at least two
of the earliest were built in the area: the Bella Scott
coming into service in 1918, and the Sordello in 1919.
‘The most famous vessel was probably the Geraldine
Mary, named after Lord Northcliffe's mother. From
1924 to 1940, the vessel completed an amazing 147 trans-
Atlantic voyages carrying newsprint, and ceased on 4
August 1940, only because she was torpedoed by a Nazi
U-Boat off the Irish coast. This aggressive action on
the part of Germany was partially a result of
something the people of Botwood had done the previous
year. On 3 September 1939, the very day that Britain
and France declared war on Germany, Botwood
residents overpowered the crew of a German freighter,
the Christoph V. Doornum, which was at the dock,
loading lead. The crew was sent to a detention camp in
St. John's, and the freighter was turned over to the
Admiralty.

Skipper of the Geraldine Mary on her final voyage
was G.M. Swine. He survived the disaster and went on
to command other vessels of the Anglo-Newfoundland
Steamship Company (a subsidiary of A.N.D.) until his
death on 20 May 1941 when the Rothermere, under his
command, was torpedoed by U-98.

The year 1941 was a peak year for the port of Bot-
wood as 101 ships were loaded with a total of 391,963
tons of cargo. This included 128,780 tons of newsprint,
238,220 tons of concentrate from Buchans, 24,576 tons of
pulp, and 22 tons of general cargo. By 1963, the number
of tons of newsprint had more than doubled from the
1941 figures to 264,956, while the weight of concentrate
shipped was almost cut in half, to 134,713 tons. That
year, 63 ships were loaded with 409,900 tons of cargo.

Meanwhile, logging was going ahead full steam. A
good account of life in the logging camps from 1910 to
1960 has not yet been written, but there are a few
available statistics. Between 1957 and 1962, the A.N.D.
Company operated from 42 to 62 camps in four
divisions: Bishop’s Falls, Millertown, Badger, and
Terra Nova. Each year there were between 251,984 and
322,548 cords of wood cut. In the Bishop's Falls Division
alone, the number of loggers employed ranged from
862 in 1958 to 1219 three years later.

In April 1961, Price Brothers and Company acquired
51% of the shares in the A.N.D. Company. By 30 April
1962, Price had 98.5% of the shares and the company’s
name was officially changed to Price (Nfld.) Pulp &
Paper Limited on 29 April 1965. u

Botwood tips its wings

I chose Botwood beause it was sheltered and easy of
access, suitable for both summer and winter,” wrote
Sidney Cotton when he explained why he had pur-
chased land at Botwood in January 1921 where he
would later establish an air service and hangar.

Aus(ralhn Captain Sidney Cotton, and English

David Plai had been lured
to New!oundhnd in the early 1920s by a former
associate and Newfoundland pilot Captain Sydney
Bennett, who had served with them in the Royal Flying
Corps during World War 1.

. The three pilots and a small flight crew had
originally set up shop near Pleasantville and formed a
company called the Aerial Survey Company.

In an effort to capture aerial photographic survey
work in Labrador and central Newfoundland, plus the
lucrative air mail and seal-spotting contracts, the
company moved part of its operation to Botwood.

On 26 February 1921, Cotton flew from St. John's to
St. Anthony, landing on ice at Botwood harbour to
refuel his aircraft. This plane carried the first air mail
to the seal hunt and the Fogo area. The Fogo mail was
subsequently delivered on a flight from Botwood on 28

g0 o S
A Pan Amsrlc:\ Clipper gathering speed for take-off
from Botwood - (PANL Photo).

" Cotton's ‘‘Martinsyde"’ Biplane which operated from the

*‘G-ADHM Caledonia’" at Botwood Harbour - (PANL
Photo).

March 1921, the plane returning with one of the first
passengers to travel by air in Newfoundland.

For the next two years the Aerial Survey Company
struggled to convince both government and the sealing
companies that airplanes were a sound proposition.
Cotton's crew had had trouble with their aircraft
during the 1921 seal hunt which dampened the initial
interest of many sealing companies who had relue-

|

Botwood air field in the early 1820s - (PANL Photo).
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tantly engaged in the airborne seal spotting venture.

In spite of their success in securing a regular air
mail contract in February 1922, the company en-
countered many setbacks because of poor winter
weather and aircraft i In 1923
the company was awarded a contract to survey the
gold potential of the Labrador gold fields but it was not
enough to keep the company financially sound and the
last air mail flight was made from Botwood on 16 May
1923. Six days later Cotton abandoned the venture and
left the island.

It was not until 14 July 1933 that the area gained
aviation prominence again when American aviator
Charles Lindbergh and his wife Anne landed at Bot-
wood. None of the residents of Botwood who turned out
to see the seaplane touch down on the harbour
suspected that Lindbergh's observations made on the
flight from New York to Denmark would result in the
establishment of a regular trans-Atlantic flying boat
service from Botwood.

In August 1936, the first flying boat of the British
Imperial Airways was sent to Botwood to conduct air
studies and until 30 September of that year, the Cabot
and Caribou flying boats operated a weekly service
between Southampton and New York, completing eight
round trips.

The service was in 1937 to
air mail with an agreement between the British Im-
perial Airways and the U.S. Pan-American Airways.
The two planes chosen for the flight arrived at Botwood
on 5 and 6 July 1937, travelling in different directions.
Both of those planes, the Pan-American Clipper IIT and
the British Imperial Airways Caledonia would become
household words until the beginning of World War II
when both companies necessarily reduced their
operations to Europe.

B.0.A.C. decided to inaugurate a passenger service

between England and New York in July 1940. Their
flying boats, the Clare and the Clyde, would become
familiar sights until at least the summer of 1943 when
B.O.A.C. was in official corr

regarding the operation of their summer trans-Atlantic
service.

The increase in hostilities in Europe had forced the
flying boat service to the south and as a result the area
began to attract military attention as a possible
seaplane and anti-submarine convoy escort base.

Documents on Relations between Canada and

Vol. 1, that the first
suggestion to transfer the jurisdiction of the seaplane
bases to the R.C.A.F. occurred in September 1939.

In April 1940, the Governor of Newfoundland granted
assent of a bill giving the British Dominion's Secretary
use of the facility. Subsequently an R.C.A F. squadron
and a detachment of the Black Watch Royal Canadian
Engineers were transferred to Botwood in June of that
year.

The base was maintained as an
convoy base until the end of the war., Because the
Catalina aircraft flying from Botwood could spend only
4 of their 21 hours aloft with ocean-going convoys,
much of the long-range convoy duty was transferred to
Gander later in the war.

When the war ended, the Newfoundland Government
again approached B.0.A.C. to resume regular trans-
Atlantic flights from the Botwood seaplane base. The
company, however, had purchased five Constellation
aircraft in March 1946 and moved their operation to the
airfield at Gander.

After the withdrawal of the military from Botwood,
and the decision of the major airlines to abandon
flying-boat service, aviation at the base faded to a
memory.

Phillips Head

Tracing the history of Phillips Head through talking
to people takes us back to the last century. The com-
munity was apparently named after Joe Phillips who
sunk a mine shaft on this high promontory overlooking
the Bay of Exploits, circa 1880. The first settler,
however, was Skipper George Stride who married
Maria March from Hoopstick Gulch, a point located
near Fortune Harbour. Hoopstick Guich derives its
colorful name from the fact that the area was
overgrown with young birch and other “leaf timber”
trees that were used in making wooden barrel hoops.

Maria March's brother Henry spent several years as
shareman on a schooner owned by Shim Oak of Fogo,
then married Dorcas Waterman of Fogo, and moved to
Phillips Head about 1891. Census figures indicate that
22 people lived in Phillips Head in 1884, and 17 in 1891.
Of these 17, two were Anglicans and 15 were
Methodists. The inshore catch of cod for 18%0 was 47
quintals, 15 gallons of cod liver oil were rendered down,
and the community had 10 acres in gardens, producing
89 barrels of potatoes that year.

Population grew to 32 in 1901, and stood at 63 in 1921,
by which time the Salvation Army had made its
presence known. Of the 63 residents, there were 28 of
Salvation Army faith, 31 Methodists, and four
Anglicans. The census indicates that there were eight
lumbermen in the community in 1921, and a sawmill

there cut up 2900 logs During this time, and Derhlpl
earlier, lding was a major

the local men. The operation was started by one Jnlm
Purchase from England.

In World War II, Phillips Head was the site of an
important artillery emplacement to defend the ship-
ping in and out of Botwood. Construction took place
from 1939 to 1943, and the complex eventually included
a 700-foot underground passage, complete with booby-
traps, 11 rooms, a three-storey observation tower, and
gun pads for two 4.7 inch guns that had muzzles about
ten feet long and fired a shell weighing 149 pounds.
These guns were placed about 90 feet above the water,
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while three searchlights were mounted about 30 feet
above the water, down on the cliff. Up to 570 Canadian
commandoes were stationed and trained at Phillips
Head at any one time during the war. The Nazi U-Boats
sank four paper-carrying boats: Geraldine Mary,

Esmond, Imogene, and Ungava. Many subs were
sighted and fired upon from Phillips Head, but by 1943
they were seldom seen. Today, the gun site has been
partially restored and is an informal park.

Northern Arm

One of the oldest communities in the Bay of Exploits,
Northern Arm, had a population of 220 in 1891, con-
sisting of 206 Methodists and 14 Anglicans. The com-
munity had a very productive fishery. Four boats and
25 people from Northern Arm went to the Labrador in
1890 and 'returned with 790 quintals of cod. The inshore
catch for that year was 441 quintals. Local fishermen
produced 800 gallons of cod liver oil, and there were 34
acres in gardens yielding 584 barrels of potatoes and
supporting 65 sheep, 36 swine, and 16 goats. Northern
Arm in 1891 was the only community in the Bay that
could boast ownership of a sailing vessel of over 60 tons
capacity, as it had two with a combined tonnage of 133.
There were also two vessels of between 20 and 60 tons.

Northern Arm was the largest of a series of boat-
building yards established in the Bay by John Pur-

chase from England. Other yards were in Charles’'
Brook, Point of Bay, and Phillips Head. This business
suffered after 1905 when a fire swept through the forest
from Northern Arm to Cottrell's Cove, consuming
much of the good boatbuilding timber.

Skipper John Langdon was apparently one of Nor-
thern Arm'’s first settlers, as were the two brothers
Luke and Solomon Manuel from Exploits Island. Other
early surnames were Oak, Evans, and Humphries.
Population was 228 in 1911, a figure that changed very
little over the following 40 years. Occupations as of 1921
included 52 lumbermen and two schoolteachers. Two
sawmills were on the go in 1921, employing 18 men and
cutting 40,000 logs. Agricultural statistics for that year
show 120 acres cultivated, and a sheep population of
118.

Charles’ Brook

This community is located on a fine salmon brook
and once had a sawmill that operated from 1802 until
the big forest fire in 1905. Operated by Sam Bennen.
the mill was owned by Josiah Manuel, a

by John Hutchings. Other early surnames were Luff,
Perry, and March,

Population of Charles’ Brook stood at 33 (all

from Exploits Island. Lumber was sent from this mill
to St. John's in the company's own schooners: Fog
Free Zone, Maple Leaf, and Diver Jack. Daniel Decker
was apparently the community's first settler, followed

Now resettled, the island community of Exploits, Notre
Dame Bay was the home of the Peyton and Manuel

) in1921. In years, people began'
to leave due to the drop in fish prices, and by about
1941, there were no year-round residents. Today the
area is dotted with summer cabins.

families who were Instrumemal in semlng the Bay of
Exploits during the nineteenth century - (Holloway
Photo).

Point of Bay

First settlers in this community were apparently
Isaac and Joseph Jones. Other early surnames were
Philpott, Cole, and Perry. In 1801, population stood at
26. In 1921, this figure had grown to 40, including 39
Methodists and one Salvation Army member. There
does not seem to have been much of a fishery in Point

of Bay in 1921, but the community had 13 cultivated
acres and a sawmm that cut 2500 logs. By 1935, the

of the had
changed radically. The populauon of 101 consisted of 73
Pentecostals, 1 Salvation Army, and only 9 Methodists.
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New Bay (Cottrell’s Cove, etc.)

As early as 1857, there were 60 people living in this
area, most of whom were Methodists. Population rose
to 97 in 1874, and was 324 ten years later, which may
reflect a difference in the number of settlements
grouped under the one figure for New Bay rather than
a huge jump in the population of the area. Among the
324 people, there were 54 lumbermen, and 70 fisher-
men. Eight vessels from New Bay fished the Labrador
coast that year, and the same number is recorded for
the 1890 fishery.

The population of New Bay was 433, of whom 326

were Methodist, 104 Anglican, and three Roman
Catholic. Thirty people fished the Labrador in 1890 and
brought back 1520 quintals of fish. The inshore catch
that year was 763 quintals, and 1028 gallons of cod liver
oil were produced. In the area there were 100 boats of 4
to 30 quintals capacity. Agricultural figures for that
year were quite high, as there were 84 acres in gar-
dens, 248 sheep, 142 swine, and 161 goats. By the 1920s,
agricultural figures had declined substantially. As of
1891, New Bay had one school, seats for 32 pupils.
There were 19 lumbermen in the area.

Southeast Arm

Southeast Arm first appears in the census for 1911,
with a population of 101, as compared with 150 people ia
New Bay. By 1921, there was only a slight increase in
population. The inshore catch for Cottrell's Cove in
1920 was 128 quintals, while Southeast Arm reported
152 quintals.

Southeast Arm, showing Arthur Boone's wharf m-
foreground, and that of Hedley Boone on the far side.

Moore’s Cove

Moore's Cove appears in the census for the first time
in 1935, having a population of 65, fairly evenly split
between United Church and Salvation Army. Cottrell's
Cove that year had 122 people, while Southeast Arm is
listed at 78. Although a few families now live in

Southeast Arm, which is just over the hill from Cot-
trell's Cove, the community was apparently evacuated
of its 19 residents by the resettlement program of the
late 1960s.

Fortune Harbour

The name Fortune Harbour is believed to have first
appeared in Seller’s English Pilot of 1671. Archbishop
M. F. Howley in the early 1900s noted that the name
originated from Fortuna and Tormenta, the words
meaning evil fortune and disaster or wreck.

Located in the far reaches of Notre Dame, Fortune
Harbour's earliest history was no doubt carved from a
seafearing tradition.

The first official census for Notre Dame Bay, taken
in 1845, reported that 42 people were living at Fortune
Harbour Bight. Nearby Fortune Harbour was
inhabited by 127 people. The entirely Roman Catholic
community had a prosperous fishery with 29 vessels
and 28 acres cultivated. Fortune Harbour Bight kept
livestock including 89 goats, 20 sheep, 14 pigs and 10
COwWS.

By 1857, the population of Fortune Harbour was 152
people. Nearby a had become at
Webber Bight where 78 people settled.

During the 1800s the population continued to rely on
the fishery for a living. Out of an estimated 230 people
who lived "at Fortune Harbour in 1869, 130 were

| i

s i D
This fine church at Fortune Harbour was built about 1895,
On the left is seen the abandoned priest’s house.

engaged in the fishery.

From the 1870s until the end of the century, Fortune
Harbour would become involved in the seal fishery, the
Labrador fishery, lumbering and mining. In 1884, there
were 107 loggers and 14 crews at the Labrador fishery.
Shipbuilding grew with twelve vessels built in 1884.
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By 1891, the population had reached 422. The
Labrador fishery produced 3642 quintals of fish. The
community had established two schools with 120
students enrolled. Fortune Harbour also boasted one of
the few resident doctors. Today's residents feel that
the population of Fortune Harbour increased sub-
stantially during the next few years until the turn of the
century. Lewis Hynes, a present resident, who was
living at Fortune Harbour in 1910 estimates that it had
a population in excess of 1000.

The completion of a huge church at Fortune Harbour
during the 189%0s indicates that the community must
have been more populated than it is now. The church is
estimated to be larger than the old Garrison Church of

St. Thomas at St. John's. A population figure in excess
of 1000 has not been substantiated by the official census
which gives a peak population of 480 in 1911.

With the change in traditional fishing markets and
methods caused by the gradual abandonment of the
Labrador fishery and the increasing deterioration of
the saltfish trade many residents decided to emigrate
to the seaport of Boston.

Those who remained began to depend on the inshore
fishery which produced 3670 quintals in 1921.

After the Great Depression the population of Fortune
Harbour declined steadily from 365 in 1935 to 268 in |
1951, By 1971, the population had declined to a mere
130, but in 1976 had increased again to 155.

Striking paydirt

Mining and mineral exploration around the Bay of
Exploits has a long but, alas, frustrating history. The
underlying rock is what remains of ancient volcanic
islands that swelled up from the ocean floor. When the
continents collided, volcanic and sedimentary rock
were mashed together into a mountain chain that now
survives as roundly eroded hills with the attractive
geological name of “Wild Bight volcanics”. Copper
and iron are the main elements of interest in the area,
with associated deposits of zine, bismuth, manganese,
and silver, amongst others.

Just half a kilometer west of Glover's Harbour is
located the old Lockport Mine, which was apparently
worked for copper about 1880, and sent its ore to Tilt
Cove, near LaScie. During the 1970s there was some
exploration around this old mine, and the property is
classified as a “‘developed prospect.” The only other
developed prospect in the area is known as the “Point
Leamington Deposit,” located near New Bay Pond,
some 20 kilometers due west of Botwood. Like Lock-
port this deposit contains copper and zinc.

Fortune Harbour in 1891 had 30 miners out of a total

population of 422. These probably worked at the Cook
Iron Mine that operated for about a decade. The
operation involved a deep shaft, a separate 80-foot
tunnel into the hill, and a tramway down to a loading
pier on South East Arm. Newfoundland's geological
surveyor J. P. Howley reported in 1898 that 1500 tons of
iron and manganese ore, worth $18,000, were shipped
from this mine in 1897. About 2.5 kilometers northwest
of Fortune Harbour is another abandoned mine, the
Grey Copper Mine. This was owned by Pat Burke of
Little Bay and was worked up until 1910 or so.

Though not mentioned in the provincial government
sources, there is a report of a mine or at least an ex-
ploration shaft atop Phillips Head. According to John
Stride (interviewed page 21), Phillips Head was
named after Joe Phillips, who opened up a small iron
mine there about 1890. *‘When I was two or three years
old," recalls Mr. Stride, who was born in the com-
munity 11 December 1908, and still lives there, I
remember walking up that hill and seeing the handles
of old picks and shovels sticking up out of the dirt piled
in the shaft."” Minor excavations of this type can still
seen in many parts of Notre Dame Bay. a

Point Leamington

As the most accessible shoreline of Notre Dame Bay
continued to attract sawmill operators, enterprising
individuals came to explore the far reaches of the
various marine arms in the Bay.

Even before the arrival of the sawmillers and
shipbuilders, families such as the Harveys and
Rowsells, ventured into South West Arm from the
Twillingate area.

In 1912 James P. Howley recounted a story of one
man named Rowsell who was killed by Beothuk In-
dians at New Bay.

Mrs. Violet Baggs of Point Leamington, however,
maintains there were two Rowsells, brothers Thomas
and Joseph, who were early settlers at Point
Leamington and of whom she is a direct descendant.
The two men regularly visited an area near the
millstream at Point Leamington where they dammed
the river and caught salmon.

Thomas became a lifelong friend of the Beothuks
who came to the area in the summer to catch salmon
and otter, and he often gave the Indians salmon
directly from his capture dam or his cutting table.

- ~

An early sawmill and crew at Point Leamington - (Photo
by J. M. Andrews in collection cf G. L. Baggs). i
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His brother Joseph was a sworn enemy of the
Beothuks and often unloaded his rifle in their direction
to prove it. Howley reported that the Indians had no
Jove for Rowsell and they finally ambushed him.

Violet Baggs maintains that the murder of Joseph
Rowsell in fact took place at the millstream in Point
Leamington where the Indians shot Rowsell full of
arrows and later stuck his head on a pole, as was their
custom. She feels that the Indians sought revenge on
him because one of them had been accidentally killed
while playing with a gun on board Rowsell's vessel
which they had been raiding.

The actual settlement of Port Leamington
was accomplished by families such as the Baggs in the
1880s. Driven into the harbour in an autumn storm,
Joseph Baggs of Spaniard's Bay and his son John later
returned the following season to settle in the forested
basin of South West Arm.

In 1890, Nova Scotia lumber and sawmill pioneer,
George Leamington Philips, came to Southwest Arm
to establish a water turbine sawmill that operated for
some ten years on the river. By 1900 the population of
Southwest Arm was 198.

The community continued to prosper with a number

of family-owned sawmills that shipped pine by pigs, and 87 goats.
. In 1907 the Pine and Pulp Co. Durlu the Depression, the community, unlike many
owned by Harry Crow d a to prosper mainly because

i

Home of John anington Philips at Point Leamington -
(Photo by J. M. Andrews in collection of G. L. Baggs).

lumber industry with three sawmills. Because of its
location near the sea, the community also engaged in a
small inshore fishery with two crews who landed 93
quintals of cod and produced 70 gallons of cod liver oil.
The community cultivated 43 acres of land producing
543 barrels of potatoes and kept 18 cows, 139 sheep, 65

mill that operated until the timber stands were
destroyed by fire near the end of the World War I.

It was during this period that Southwest Arm was
officially named Point Leamington, in memory of the
Nova Scotian who had brought the water wheel and his
oxen teams to build a lumber industry.

ol its self-sufficiency. The population in 1935 was 394,
After World War II the community continued to
increase in population from 518 persons in 1945 to an
estimated 882 in 1976. The principal employment in the
town continues to remain the woods-related industry,
yet the town ineorpou\ed in 1971 to continue a

By 1921 the of Point L had
increased to 338, of which 53 were engaged in the

scheme to impro
community th‘ conditions. ﬁ

Pleasantview (Paradise)

It was not until 1884 that the Census of Newfoundland
reported the of the first at
South Arm in New Bay. In that year, 49 people lived at
Bobby'’s Cove. Of the nine families that lived there, 30
persons were engaged in the fishery, producing 185
quintals of dried cod and a meagre 59 barrels of
potatoes.

It was from these small beginnings that the com-
munity gradually to pursue an
and fishing industry that would subsequently become a
major food producer for the Tilt Cove ¢opper mining
operation. The mine, opened in 1864, employed such a

large number of people that by 1869 the population of
768 was seriously taxing the ability of the area to
provide sufficient food. The small fishing and farming
ventures at South Arm no doubt flourished in a short
period of time as a result of this condition.

By 1900 the population of South Arm in New Bay was
73, and, 107 persons had settled the area by 1911.

The community was officially named Paradise in
1921 with 41 people. Another 36 lived at nearby Bobby's
Cove. There were 5 men employed in the lumber in-

from both settlements. Paradise had 27 acres of
land cultivated producing 32 tons of hay and 614 barrels
of potatoes. Bobby's Cove produced only 30 barrels of
potatoes on 2 acres. Together both communities kept
17 cows, 89 sheep and 29 pigs.

A small fishery continued to prosper in the area and
by 1935 Paradise had 8 dories and 2 motorboats.

The community of Bobby's Cove, disappeared during
the Federal-Provincial Government centralization
program in the late 1960, when inhabitants of the area
were relocated to Point Leamington and Windsor.
Paradise officially changed its name to Pleasantview
around 1965. The name change was made to facilitate
the operation of a post office that operated until July
1970 when the community went on postal rural route
status.

The last official census reported that 95 persons
lived at Paradise in 1976. A
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Glover’s Harbour

Glover's Harbour was first settled by Joseph Martin,
a native of Harbour Grace around 1900. The official
census of 1901 reported a population of 67. By 1911 the
community declined to only 28 permanent inhabitants.
The entire area had experienced a great deal of
mobility in population mainly because of the attraction
of lucrative woods activity in other parts of the bay and
of the migration of many to the United States. Thus, the

Although most iti d in
during the Great Depression, by 1935 Glover's Harbour
had 29 people, with eight dories and three motor boats.

After 1945, the population of 38 steadily increased to
55 by 1956, but had declined again to 38 by 1961.

In the mid-1960s Glover's Harbour had a population
of 52 people. After the Federal-Provincial Reset-
tlement ngram most of the eleven families of nearby
1 te w to the Bay of Exploits or

settlement of Glover’s Harbour in 1921 was i
by only 11 persons in the small inlet in Seal Bay Arm.
By this time the fishing village cultivated three acres
of land for hay and potatoes and kept nine sheep, 13
pigs and four goats.

Deer Lake. Bm eight additional families were moved
to Glover’s Harbour increasing the population by 47. In
1971 the total number living at Glover’s Harbour was
145, a figure that has declined by 27 since that date. u

Leading Tickles

First reported in 1845, a community called Leading
Tickles in Notre Dame bay had 98 inhabitants and 13
planters. In that year both fishing and farming were
carried out by the inhabitants who had 13 boats and had
cultivated three acres.

Twelve years later the prospering community had
almost tripled in population and produced 3450 quintals
of fish and 3080 gallons of cod liver oil which became a
cash crop along the entire coast during this period. In
1857, Leading Tickles also sent one of its first sealing
vessels to the ice.

By 1874 nearby had become
at Wild Bight where there were 55 people in the fishery.
In that year there were two merchants established at
Leading Tickles. Of the population of 336, 91 were
active in the fishery and four vessels went to the seal
fishery.

Ten years later Leading Tickles had grown to a
community of 61 houses with a church and a school.
One hundred and eleven people fished including 58
people at the Labrador fishery. The local lumber in-
dustry began to flourish employing 64 men. Many
smaller communities grew near Leading Tickles
during this period including a small settlement of four
houses and four rooms at Gull Island Cove and Road.

At the turn of the century the community of Leading
Tickles appeared in the 1911 census as three distinct
areas, Leading Tickles East and West and Cull’s Island
which faced the community, and is separated from the
mainland by a narrow channel which formed the
harbour.

By 1821 there were 4 small boats and two schooners
operating from the harbour and the census reported

Leading Tickles at the turn of the century - (Holloway
Photo).

that as well as landing 659 quintals of fish there were
167 seals taken at Burnt Island near Leading Tickles.
Never a large producer of garden vegetables, Leading
Tickles did keep a large number of animals during this
period with some 90 sheep, 71 pigs, and 59 goats.
Although woods operations had declined substantially,
two sawmills employing 11 men were running at the
community in 1921.

Since the 1930s the community of Leading Tickles
has continued to prosper having its major population
base on Cull's Island which is now connected to the
mainland by a causeway.

Since Confederation the population has increased
from a low 73 in 1951 to 594 in 1976.
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botwood

Willing to go out on a limb

Ilmer Bursey, Mayor of

Botwood, believes that
first impressions are important;
but not important enough to
prevent him from saying
exactly what's on his mind. As
far as Botwood is concerned
he’ll go to any lengths to see the

community develop its full
potential. Bursey, who is a
steam plant operator with

Abitibi-Price at Botwood, has
been in municipal government
since 1960 and elected to every
council since the town was in-
corporated.

“I've had . two terms as
Mayor,” says Elmer Bursey as
he steps out from behind his long
wooden office desk at the council
office to take a seat near the
window. It's a busy job by the
looks of the clutter of paper
work that prevents him from
talking behind it.

“‘In the terms from 1969 to 1973
and 1977 to 1981, there have been
a lot of changes in the Botwood
area, Certainly nobody could
dispute that in some sense we've
lost more than we’ve gained, at
least as far' as the A.N.D.
Company and Price are con-
cerned. They have always been
the biggest employer around
here and I guess Botwood’s
economy has revolved around
the company. In the late forties
and early fifties there were
something like 1000 people on
the payroll in the Botwood area.
The company used to handle just
about any type of cargo you
could name. Because of
automation and technology I
think they now have only about
200 or less on the payroll.”

Furthermore, the loss of
government office employment,
telegraph service employment,
and the failure of local business
have compounded Botwood’s
economic ills.

“Don’t get me wrong now,”
warns Bursey as he looks out
toward the harbour from the

4

Elmer Bursey hopes that Botwood
will make few, if any, mistakes in their
plan to attract a developer to the port.

window. “We are not the kind of
people to cry in our beer. Some
people find work by commuting
between Grand Falls, Bishop's
Falls and even as far as Gander,
I believe.” He adds that outside
employment is a viable, if not a
totally desirable option.

These days Mayor Bursey and

@ oil exploration teams.

his municipal council are not
merely content with this option
and have put on quite a
promotion drive to attract new
business and industry to the
area.

“Although we were actively
approaching many business
people all along, it was not until
1978 when the offshore oil ex-
ploration increased that we
really started to get in high
gear, as far as promoting
Botwood for a support base.

‘‘Face it, we knew we weren't
going to get any manufacturing
plants and probably not much of
anything else. The only resource
we had to sell was what you can
see out this window — one of the
best, if not the best deep-water
sheltered port in  North
America!” he claims as he
gestures out toward the Bay of
Exploits.

After attending an oil ex-
position in Norway in 1978, the
council began contacting
various oil companies who had
marine drilling leases in New-

alind - and %
produced a public relations
brochure and industrial

promotion package for
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distribution to potential
promoters of the port facility.

“I would say we've impressed
a lot of people with our at-
titude,"” explains Mayor Bursey.
“We even went to Calgary this
year and held meetings with all
the major oil company officials
in an effort to attract business
our way. We don’t have a
development association like
many other communities, so we
can't afford to sit around and
wait for things to happen.
Frankly, we're tired of that
attitude anyway, so we have
formed an industrial develop-
ment committee on council to
take care of these 2

take on the job we decided to
start a company this year with
Carl Knight and Associates of
Grand Falls, called Base Group
Limited. This is an expensive
proposition for a community
that barely has enough
resources to get the proper
paving or water and sewer
service that we want and need.
Council approved all the ex-
penses because they felt it was
necessary to get the idea of
developing the port into action.”
The council continues to at-
tend a variety of seminars and
meetings with varous govern-
ment and business concerns, but
to be about

Although the council is
pleased with the decision this
year to designate the port as a
site for potential oil-based ac-
tivities, they still hope to attract
a client who will take on the job
of construction of facilities for
the oil industry. This would
necessitate the enlargement of
the existing port facilities
consisting mainly of wharf and
warehouses that the ebullient
Mayor Bursey now estimates is
worth in excess of about $14
million.

‘““As a municipal council we

were not overly anxious lo
involved in p

and development thn would

ordinarily be done by private

enterprise, but because no one

large promoter had agreed to

their negotiations concerning

Botwood.
“Let's face it,” says Mayor
Bmey, ““before the provincial
Bot-

if pers and
employers want too big a slice of
the pie or if they intend to carry
out business on a limited scale,
Botwood will be prepared to
start its own construction and
employment program.

‘“We know that something big
is going to happen in Newfound-
land, but of course our big
concern is Botwood. If someone
is not prepared to get the service
centre ready, we are prepared
to approach the oil companies
for contracts and then go to the
money lenders for the finan-
cing.”

Ideally, the community is still
looking for a developer who is
prepared to buy out oil company
clients who would want to use
Botwood as a base; and then
secure long-term guaranteed
to build docking and

wood as a preferred base, we
couldn't give Botwood away.
Since the the

supply facilities. But the venture
is not a cheap one. For example,
an esti $2 million would be

phone hasn’t stopped ringing.
People want to get in here and
tie up the whole area and we're
not going to allow it. Now the
developers are interested in
controlling the waterfront space
and the area we have zoned as
an industrial park, so the shoe is
on the other foot."”

Bursey and his council are
determinéd to phase develop-
ment in gradually and to control
the amount of development any
one company will be permitted
to undertake. Bursey feels that

needed merely to restore the old
naval wharf facilities now fallen
into disrepair.

“This oil thing is more than
black gold; I believe it’s black
platinum and without being
selfish, I think we can do well
even off the crumbs from the oil
industry,” concludes Mayor
Bursey. But he is the first to
recognize it may be just a
matter of money. Money that
Botwood may have to
prepared to gamble if
necessary.

({3 There is nothing,'remark-

ed Samuel Johnson in
1776, “which has yet been
contrived by man by which so
much happiness is produced as
by a good tavern or inn.” The
number of inns to be found in a
given area, and the degree of
happiness therein, provide an
index to the local spirit and the
local economy that is hard to
match. In the whole area from
Botwood and out the Bay, there
is only one inn and one tavern,
both located in Botwood.

The Atlantic Hotel, managed

Lots of room at the inn

by Roy Rice and Agnes Lillquist,
has recently celebrated its 20th
anniversary. “‘My father Baxter
and I opened this place about the

of September 1961, says
Roy, “in what was originally a
dwelling house. There has been
quite an expansion of facilities
since then. The building used to
measure 80 feet by 30, now it is
180 by 90. We've gone from 6
rooms to 13, and our seating
capacity has grown from 40 to
500. We did the construction
ourselves, too. A lean, agile
man, Roy Rice, 47, seems to
spend a great part of his days

with a hammer, tape measure,
and paintbrush.

But the next expansion, if
there is one, may be a long time
coming. When Decks Awash
stayed at the Atlantic in mid-
August, we were the only guests.
Downstairs in the bar, local
young people and a few visiting
seamen caroused to rock music
from the jukebox and “hurtin’
songs” from a country duo. The
two most striking charac-
teristics were the lack of people
over the age of 30 in the bar, and
the number of young people who
were just visiting in their home
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town, exiled by the lack of local
employment. Some worked on
boats and offshore rigs, others
made their money “‘out west"".

“Along this shore,” explains
Roy, “we've got a lot of Pen-
tecostals and other non-
drinkers. Another thing is that
we don't get the passing trade
because we are too close to
Grand Falls. Anyone doing
business in the area will stay
there overnight instead of out
this way. The bar accounts for
about 95% of our business, and
even that is way down from
what it used to be. People just
don't have the money
anymore.”

Up to last year, while ex-
ploration drilling was in
progress off the Labrador coast,
the Atlantic Hotel was a
booming place, which explains
why the most recent renovations
were done. “The rooms were
blocked for months on end,”
adds Agnes, who comes
originally from Renews, on the
Southern Shore. “The crews
from the offshore supply boats
really made a difference, even
though it was only three or four
| boats per week, and crews of ten
or a dozen men per boat.” Now,
Roy and Agnes are stuck with a
new dining room that they
cannot afford to open.

“Botwood is a lovely little
town," says Roy, “and the town
council is doing a great job of
promoting tourism and trying to
attract developers. What we
really lack are jobs for our
young people. Abitibi-Price is
our only big employer here, and
they have very few job openings
for the young people. When
Clarke Steamships closed up
here in the 1960s and moved to
Grand Falls, it was a serious
blow because that is where the
young fellas could get work. Itis
the young people who spend
their money, and most of the
ones who are forced to go away
for work would rather stay here.
How many times have we seen
it, Agnes?” he asks, “‘that young
people will go to the mainland
for work; then, as soon as they
can qualify for unemployment
insurance, they come back
here.”

e

Roy and Agnes in their beautiful western-style dance hall, with dog,

‘‘Stranger"’

If Samuel Johnson were to
land in Botwood from the 18th
century, he would find a com-
fortable room at the local inn,

Rugged scenery and sandy beaches, a tourist delight at Leading Tickles.

but no great deal of happiness in
the tavern downstairs.
Everyone is just marking time,
waiting for those petro-dollars to
flow again.
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The crafts craze

Ithough Rose Crann of

Botwood has been in the
crafts business but a short time,
she already has installed a cow
bell over the front door of her
store to announce the arrival of
customers. Since the women of
Botwood joined the Notre Dame
Bay District of the Women’s
Institute two years ago, business
has been brisk for the small
craft shop.

“Business is not that fast
during the summer months,"
says Mrs. Crann, ‘“‘but usually
during the winter and around
special occasions such as
Christmas I have a job to keep
the place stocked."” The store is
the only major supplier of
wheeling wool, patterns, wooden
ornaments and racks for the
macrame craft materials for the
women of the area.

““Macrame is the most
popular item here these days,”
says Mrs. Crann. ‘““Almost 75%
of the women of Botwood have
taken up some sort of craft skill
over the last three years or so.”

The current President of the
Women'’s Institute at Botwood,
Mrs. Joan Warman, confirms
the active participation of the
Botwood ladies in crafts, noting
that the Institute now has 22
active members in Botwood and
the group would like to expand

S TR

Mrs. Joan Warman, a nurse at the Botwood Hospital for the last 27 years, is the
President of the Botwood Women's Institute.

into other communities in the
Bay of Exploits and eventually
form their own district.

‘“Most of the women in the

area that are members of the
Institute are professional
women,”" maintains Mrs.

Warman who is herself a head
nurse at the Botwood Hospital.

Both women agree that so far
little use has been made of
traditional homespun wools
because most women prefer to
use nylon and acrylic. But the
results of the initial knitting and
macrame courses have been
encouraging.

Even such girls’ youth groups
as Guides and Brownies are

Rose Crann has a job to keep up with the orders she gets for macrame work.

involved in the crafts craze has
edged its way into the local
school’s home economics class.

Although Mrs. Warman feels
the sale of home-produced
knitted and quilted items could
become good tourist sale items
there have been few attempts
beyond Mrs. Crann’s store to
promote the sale of locally
produced items.

“I usually take orders for
different things,’”’ explains Mr.
Crann, “but I have also ac-
cepted a number of quilts and

things like that on a con-
signment basis.”
Mrs. Warman’s daughter

Paula who runs Beaver Crafts in
Stephenville has also taken an
interest in crafts from the Bay of
Exploits area and now takes a
number of knitted sweaters
from friends, relatives and
members of the Women's In-
stitute.

The Institute meets once a
month at Botwood and usually
offers a lecture by a special
guest in varied fields of interest
ranging anywhere from law to
gardening.

The Women's Institute
program not only appears to
have had a positive effect on the
revival of domestic crafts in the
area, it even may soon outclass
its closest competitors, darts
and bingo, which are ever-
popular during the winter
months in the Bay of Exploits. [{y
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Jack Baker, pride of the Botwood Lions

hese days if you run into

Jack Baker around
Botwood it may be a little hard
to figure out what he's up to. He
admits that sometimes he's so
busy that he hardly knows
himself. He feels that he has two
major causes to promote:
Botwood and his favourite
service group, the Lions Club.
For Jack, the two have often
gone hand in hand over the
years.

“Of course, I'm very in-
terested in the growth of Bot-
wood,” says former Botwood
Mayor Jack Baker as we visit at
his home. “Right now I'm over
70 years old and of course I'm
still very active in the Lions
Club in the community. It's a
great organization and has
helped Botwood grow a lot, and I
guess you could say it has been
almost become a religion to
me."”

Formerly a resident of
Laurenceton and Badger, he
came to live in Botwood in 1929
after he had completed a
business college course in
Halifax. Jack Baker's first
business venture in the com-
munity blossomed from a candy
and convenience store to a full-

A
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Jack Baker
scale retail and wholesale | partners, brothers Frank and

business with the help of his

Victor. The company expanded
- . .

The Baker Brothers in business during the 1950s. (Atlantic Guardian Photo)

operations after they bought out
Wilansky Brothers local dry
goods store and subsequently
became involved in a complete
hardware and software line.

“These days with so many
cars, and roads so good, it's
hard to appreciate what it was
like when we were in a business
that operated from Glovertown
to Springdale in Central New-
foundland and as far away as
New World Island, Twillingate
and Buchans,” adds Jack as he
recalls the ‘“‘good old days™ with
as much gusto as if they had
never gone.

The company which operated
several businesses in the Bot-
wood area also.ran a fleet of
trucks that regularly travelled
the entire area each day, and
almost entirely relied on the
railway to carry its goods to the
Botwood premises.

After the Baker brothers
abandoned their retail business
they operated as a wholesale
enterprise until they sold the
business and retired nine years
ago.

If Jack Baker hasn’t quite
succeeded in putting Botwood on
the map, he made Baker a
household name in the Botwood
area for many years.

Although it would be hard to
get Jack Baker to admit it was
probably his successful com-
binations in organizing his
business that brought him to the
attention of the newly formed
Lions Club at Botwood 30 years
ago.

“I joined the Lions 28% years
ago,” says Jack, who adds that
the Lions were perhaps the
closest thing to a council before
Botwood incorporated in 1960.

In the last 30 years the Lions
have not only funded but also
actively supported fund-raising
drives to implement a number of
programs including the in-
stallation of artificial ice at the
local ‘stadium and an ice
cleaning machine, the con-
struction of a swimming pool
and playground, and they are
currently active in their support
of minor hockey and figure
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skating. Baker also pointed out
that the Lions have become
involved in supplying Christmas
hampers and relief aid for fire
victims in the area. In recent
years, the Lions at Botwood
have been responsible for the
donation of two fire engines and
various pieces of fire-fighting
equipment to the community,
and have installed a medical
whirlpool at the Botwood
Hospital.

Jack Baker himself has
remained at the forefront of
many of the fund-raising
community ventures over the
years and has held most of the
executive positions in the Lions
Club, including the position of
Newfoundland District
Governor for two terms from
1961-62 and 1974-75.

““‘Actually it's very rare for a
person to 'be chosen District
Governor twice,” says Jack,
“‘and in any event it adds up to a
lot of work!” Jack Baker’s
organizing skills are well known
in Botwood and as a result he is

still considered a good risk as an
executive member in various
clubs and societies around
Botwood.

“Things get so hectic these
days,” says Jack, ‘‘that this
year I've declined a position on
the executive of the Lions.” He
seems to have enough to keep
him busy though doing public
relations for the Lions, acting as
chaplain of the local Masonic
Lodge and as an avid United
Churchman serving as Clerk of
Session.

His work in the community
has not gone unnoticed. His den
is cluttered with various awards
accumulatéed over his years of
service, including the coveted
Queen’s Silver Jubilee medal.

This year he was chosen as
one of 25 of the 1'4 million Lions
in the world who will receive the
International President’s
award. The award is presented

as a Lion's token to 25
distinguished Lions for service
to the community.

“Of course I am extremely
honoured, but you know there is
still a lot of work to do and this
award doesn’t mean I'm out to
pasture or anything.”

It seems Jack is right, as this
year he has again taken on the
job of fund-raising for what he
considers one of the biggest
projects. The Lions, in con-
junction with the provincial and
federal governments, have
invested $750,000 in the con-
struction of the Max Simms
Memorial Camp for the Han-
dicapped, near Bishop’s Falls.

“As fund-raising chairman,
I've taken on the job of raising a
portion of the remaining $100,000
that will be needed to complete
the project. I estimate that the
completed job will cost in excess
of $1,000,000.”"

If you take care to ask Jack
Baker what keeps him going at
such a breakneck pace, he’ll just
smile and tell you it’s his pride
in the Lions. u

ake no mistake about it,

when it comes to getting a
good deal for the Seaport Senior
Citizens Club at Botwood, club
president Charlie Snow doesn’t
believe in putting a salesman’s
foot in the door to get what he
wants; he usually prefers to kick
it in and get the job done right
away.

The club started in May 1977
after many unsuccessful at-
tempts to get it off the ground.

“Look at it this way,” says
Charlie as he leans on his kit-
chen table,” we had a divil of a
time gettin’ it off the ground.
The Lions had tried to get the
senior citizens together a
number of times and failed
every time. When I came into it
in 1977, I figured it either had to
succeed, or we would go broke
for the last and final time."

The first meetings held in
Botwood in May 1977 were
successful enough to attract 32
members who quickly elected
an executive. Charlie Snow

The finagling Charlie Snow

Charlie Snow, President of the Seaport
Senior Citizen's Club.

came out of the meetings as
president of the club, the task of
providing a permanent home for
the club, and not a penny with
which to build one.

It appears the senior citizens
of Botwood put the right man in

the job. Charlie Snow is, by his
own admission, ‘“‘a corner boy’’
from St. John's, who came to
live in Botwood in 1916. His
father, Charles Snow, Sr., came
to live in Botwood in the spring
of 1915 as a boilermaker on loan
to the A.N.D. Company from the
Reid Newfoundland Company.
His three-month stay became a
lifetime when the company
decided to offer him a position at
27¢ an hour making him one of
the highest paid men on the
AN.D. Railway.

Charlie himself later ap-
prenticed at locomotives and
worked under two of the people
he jokingly considers to be the
hardest men to work for: GFCR
Superintendent P.D. Park and
Charles Snow, Sr., his own
father.

*Now, I learned a lot about
organization from old P.D.,”’
says Charlie. “He wanted
everything done right away, and
that’s the way I work. But of
course I learned how to get in
the soup, from workin’ with my
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father,”  chuckles Charlie.
“Everything that went wrong,
supposin’ someone in Japan did
it, someone else had to get the
blame, and it was usually me!"
he continues, shaking with
laughter.

Little seems to have changed
for Charlie Snow over the years
since his retirement and he’s
still, as he puts it, “‘in trouble all
the time anyway"’.

“When we decided that we had
to have our own place, the
Seventh Day Adventist Church
was up for sale for $2500; but
how I got that money is another
story,”’ he recalls.

The building itself had to be
moved to its present site on Air
Base Road, so Charlie rounded
up all the senior citizens in the
area to go on a fund-raising
drive to pay for the move, plus
the renovations and the fur-
niture for the building. There
were bake sales and flea
markets. to raise money and
‘everything from a toilet bowl to
the old church furnace was sold
‘to raise money.

“I must say, though, we owe a
great debt to our original
sponsors, the Kinsmen, all the
community groups who pledged
money, the Botwood Town
Council, the New Horizons
Program, and, of course, the
senior citizens of the area,”
admits Charlie who remembers
that he squeezed so much money
out of some people that he's sure
they’ll walk on the other side of
the street if they see him coming
for fear he may be on another
fund drive.

“In September 1978, the hall
was completed and opened as
quick as hell’s course to follow
it,” he explains. “The job was
done in record time, just the way
I wanted to see it done in the
first place.”

Currently the Seaport Senior
Citizen's Club has 160 active
members who come from
Botwood, Northern Arm,
Peterview, Bishop’s Falls and
Grand Falls to meet twice a
month.

“Now we don’t get a full house
every meeting,"” confides
Charlie, ‘“because  of the

distance some people have to
come, but usually from 40-50
people come out for an evening
to renew old friendships and to
make a few new ones.”

But running a senior citizen’s
club is not all reward and glory
and even Charlie admits it's
very hard to please everybody.
““When the club started meeting
I saw this right away and I had
to try to see that things could be
fair to everybody. I guess I've
been lucky because most of the
people here are a good bunch to
work with.

‘“We have our socials, some
like to play cards, another likes
a small game of bingo, and
perhaps another might want to
quench a little thirst, and I do
my best to keep them all in-
volved.”

Charlie Snow is optimistic and
hopes that the only members
he’ll ever lose are those on the
club’s honour role established to
record the name of members
who have passed away since the
club’s beginning.

The end of the lin

Ithough the railway has

completely switched over
to a fleet of trucks, Roy Rock-
wood’s job title is still
Superintendent of the Grand
Falls Central Railway. Ray has
worked with the railway since
1943 and has many vivid
memories of the war years on
what was then the A.N.D.
Company's Botwood Railway.

‘““Every Saturday night there
was a soldier’s dance,” says
Roy from his busy office in the
Abitibi-Price pulp mill, ‘‘so men
from the Canadian Army
regiment at Botwood and from
the artillery station at Phillips
Head would come to Grand Falls
by train, returning on a special
train at one in the morning.
There were also movies in
Grand Falls at the Popular
Theatre. On Monday nights the
people in Bishop’s Falls for 30¢
could buy a ticket that would
cover the cost of the return train

e for GFCR

ride and the movie. Then on
Tuesday night the people from
Botwood could get in on a
similar package deal.”

The main purpose of the
AN.D. Company's Botwood
Railway was to carry pulp and

Part of the old GFCR that now sits idle in Botwood.
paper to the shipping port of

Botwood. There were also
cargoes of coal, sulphur, and
limestone that came in by boat
and had to be transported to the
mill. When the mill was taken
over by Price Newfoundland
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