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VOLVO PENTA MARINE DIESELS 7H.P.-580 H.P.  Volvo  Inboard/Outboard = fitted _in
HYDRAULIC WINCHES, GURDIES & STEERINGS ~ ''Glassibre Plastios new 22" seagull. Gas

e

520 H.P. Twin Unit Volvo

or diesel units can be fitted.

VO MD7A
oL COMMERCIAL OUTPUT 12 H.P. AT 2600 RPM DOUBLE CYLINDER ENGINE
WEIGHT 385 LBS.

Package includes hand & electric start. Reverse and reduction gear 1.87:1, six feet
of 1" shafting, 14"'D x 9"'P propeller, stuffing box, coupling, tool kit, battery, 4 gal,
fuel tank, cables, controls, exhaust c/w muffler, hose and thruhull.

FISHERMEN'S PRICE... $4344.00
12H.P. DIESEL

VOLVO MD11CHD

COMMERCIAL OUTPUT 20 H.P. AT 2300 RPM DOUBLE CYLINDER ENGINE
WEIGHT 505 LBS.

Package includes hand & electric start. Reverse and reduction gear 1.87:1, six feet
of shafting. 16"'D x 12"'P propeller, stuffing box, coupling, tool kit, 10 gal. fuel tank,
battery cables, controls, exhaust c/w muffler, hose & thruhull.

FISHERMEN'S PRICE... $4985.00
20H.P. DIESEL

VOLVO MD17CHD
COMMERGIAL OUTPUT 30 H.P. AT 2300 RMP THREE CYLINDER ENGINE WEIGHT
640 LBS.

Package includes electric start. Reverse and reduction gear 1.871. 68' of 1%4*
shafting, 17"'D x 13"'P propeller, stuffing box, coupling, tool kit, 10 gal. fuel tank,
battery, cables, controls, exhaust ¢/w muffler, hose & thruhull, 2 groove pulley fitted
to fly wheel for use with gurdy.

FISHERMEN'S PRICE... $6232.00
30 H.P. DIESEL

VOLVO MD21A
COMMERCIAL OUTPUT 51 H.P. AT 3000 RPM 4-CYLINDER ENGINE WEIGHT 740
LBS.

Package includes electric start. Reduction 3:1, 7'6" of 1%2"" shafting, 18"'D x 16''P
propeller, stuffing box, coupling, 40 gal. fuel tank, battery, cables, control, exhaust
c/w muffler and 2 groove pulley.

FISHERMEN'S PRICE... $9600.00

51 H.P. DIESEL

VOLVO TMD40

COMMERCIAL OUTPUT 90 H.P. AT 3000 RPM 6-CYL. ENGINE WEIGHT 1,035 LBS.
Package includes electric start. Reduction 3:1, 7'6'" of 13"’ shafting, 24D x 16"'P
4 propeller, 2-50 gal. fuel tanks, coupling, battery, cables, control, stuffing box and
outside stern bearing. 3 groove gurdy drive pulley.

FISHERMEN’S PRICE... $13,462.00
(engine forward)
90 H.P. DIESEL including intermediate shaft, 2 steady bearings & couplings.

ALL ENGINES F.O.B. ST. JOHN'S
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON VOLVO PENTA DIESELS AND
PRICES ON LARGER SIZES, TELEPHONE 722-1525.
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between the covers

n this our last issue we look at an almost

forgotten region of Newfoundland — Outer
Cove to Cape St. Francis. To many people, this
area is merely a suburb of St. John’s. While there
is some justification for this view, much of the
traditional way of life remains. But there is no
doubt that the region is more prone to the effects
of urbanization. Developers have cast their eye
on some of the towns and outlying areas and this
potential development brings such necessary
structures as municipal government. The
citizens are keenly aware that development
must be ordered and traditional ways preserved.
Former urban residents might have moved to
the rural area originally as a tax dodge, but now
they appreciate the value of rural life. At the
same time, longtime rural residents have taken
advantage of the growing cosmopolitan benefits
of the urban area. Things appear to be well in
hand.

In the back section, Ross Traverse talks about
seaweed as an organic fertilizer — we thank
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Ross for all his articles; indeed, we thank all
those who have written for us in the past. We
shall miss them. The fishery, always an im-
portant topic with us, is prominently featured —
we look at the Atlantic salmon, some provincial
research, and we even look at some methods in
both Uruguay and Wales. We visit the lab at
Logy Bay. We consider the value of post
secondary education, We try to aid the damaged
tower at VOWR. We talk to people at the College
of Fisheries and about courses offered at the Bay
St. George Community College. We have a
message from Memorial's President, Dr. Leslie
Harris about the closing of the magazine, and we
assure our paid subscribers that refunds are
forthcoming. Our editorial is a general comment
on the magazine, rather than on the Special
Section feature. 3

Last, but not least, we thank you all. There will
not be a next time.

6;\51] ns ol (ﬁc:a@

Editor

Derelict fish bucket at Bauline
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A frosty day in Flatrock, looking out to Red Head.
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history

-The St. John’s lot

n 1895, Judge D.W. Prowse reflecting the limited

knowledge of scholars of his day, made one brief
statement on the original settlement of the peninsula
extending from St. John's to Cape St. Francis. He
mentioned merely “‘a distinct Colony of St. John's,
extending south from Cape St. Francis to Petty Har-
bour and to the present Holyrood”: of which even
today we have little knowledge.

Although the colony was well within the boundaries
of the lands granted in 1610 Lo the London and Bristol
Company, by 1616 it became the focus of some con-
troversy. The lot in question was one in which a
Thomas Cowper had invested as early as 1612,

‘The financial difficulties of the London and Bristol
€ompany had been ing each year so
secretary, John Slaney, decided to make lands
available to private groups.

During 1616 and 1617, William Payne and a small
group of associales made a successful bid on the
territory much to the chagrin of company member Sir
Percival Willoughby who tried (o buy the estate share
of Thomas Cowper, who had died by that time. It was
Willoughby's intention to secure the choice land and
fishing rights of the peninsula for John Browne who
‘was a business partner of Willoughby’s son!

There is some indication that the area was nol as
successful as anticipated because William Payne
approached Sir Edward Conway ten years later (in
1627) with an offer to sell part interest in the venture
stating that *‘as it now stands, the ice being broken and
some houses already built; it will require no great
charge."”

It is likely that Payne was referring to the harbour of
St. John's and not to the area where “the inhabitants
[were] compelled by nature of their employment and
the irregularities of the ground, to live a distance from
each other.” It was an area such as this, from Torbay
1o Cape St. Francis, that Reverend L. Anspach wrote of
in 1827. Anspach noted that the inhabitants ‘‘opened
paths of communication through the woods, their
general rendezvous was al St. John’s where ... they
met vessels from the mother country.”

SKEACU MAY OF TUR NI COLONTES,
Photo: D.W. Prowse, A History of Newfoundland, 1895
Certainly since the 1600s, major settlement, fishing
and mercantile trade patlerns were centered and
developed from St. John's rather than from other parts
of the colony. This pattern largely dominated the next
300 years until became more along
the peninsula in the 1800s. m

Outer Cove and Middle Cove

he history of these two communities is closely

linked with that of nearby Torbay, and they were
probably settled about the same time. Very little in-
formation is available, but the 1836 cencus indicates
that there were 58 houses and 62 boats in Outer Cove
that year, and a total population of about 305 people.
Only 15 of these people were Church of England, the
majority being Roman Catholic. According to the
oldest residents of the area today, the earliest Outer
Cove surnames were Kinsella, O'Brien, O'Rourke,
O'Neill, Fennessey, Power, Walsh, Stack, Roche,
Doran, Whelan, Fox, Hickey McCarthy, Griffin, and
Carroll. Middle Cove apparently had fewer founding

Photo: Nat'l Film Board
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families, namely Roche, Kelly, Power, Druken and
Malone.

Small family farms were scattered throughout the
Middle Cove and Quter Cove area during the 1800s,
occupying a middle ground between Torbay and St.
John's. For many years, the people had to travel long
distances to attend church or school. Then in 1918,
Father Dan O'Callahan came from Pouch Cove to
establish the St. Francis of Assisi Parish to serve Outer
Cove, Middle Cove, and Logy Bay. Like many priests
of the time, he was very strict. If Father Dan heard of
anyone with a keg of beer in the area, he would go into
the house with an axe and smash it up. If he saw a girl
wearing make-up, she would have to go down Lo
Savage's River and wash it off. However, his strictness
was based upon great concern for his people, and he
would walk miles through snow up to his waist to visit
the sick. He served St. Francis Parish for 25 years,
building a church and two schools in the process.

During the 1920s and '30s, many young people left
Outer Cove and Middle Cove for the United States, but
the real collapse of the local fishing and farming way of
life occurred during World War II. When the United

-

-

A
FISNG FLANES VUTER COvE,
-

BY. JOMN ¥

An early postcard of the fishing premises at Outer Cove (Newfoundland Public ‘Library Photo).

Outer Cove in the pre-Confederation era -(PANL Photo,
taken by Holloway).

|
States opened their Fort Pepperrell base on the shores
of Quidi Vidi Lake, most Outer Cove and Middle Cove
people who did not already have a *““job in town’’ soon

found one. A

Torbay

Acolour{ul legend describes the first settlement at
Tor Bay, where fishing vessels from several
European nations spent their summers during the
early 1500s. The story goes that in 1527, young Dennis
McCarthy got into a fight aboard a boat in the harbour,
and knocked out his opponent.-Thinking that he had
killed the man, McCarthy jumped overboard and
swam for shore to escape punishment. He survived the
winter in a fishing shed or perhaps a tilt in the woods,
only to find out the following summer that the man he
struck had survived. By this time, McCarthy had
grown to like living in the New World, and convinced a
buddy named Jim Dwyer to jump ship and join him.

The Lwo men plied the cooper’s trade for many
years, and Dennis McCarthy married an Irish girl
named Catherine Callahan. Some years later,
Catherine apparently visited her family in Ireland, and
came back to Tor Bay with a small apple tree. The tree
was planted beside the house, where it survived for
many years, and today there is a dead apple tree on the
north side of Torbay that just may have grown as a
sucker from Catherine McCarthy's tree.

How much truth there is in the McCarthy legend is
uncertain, but historical records show that John
Corum and John Cole were living in Tor Bay in 1677.
Their two families together owned six cattle, 21 hogs,
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The Roman Catholic establishment in Torbay, with the
old stone church on the left (1858-1862), convent in the
centre and new wooden church on the right (Photo
courtesy of W. Don Cole).

and (wo boats with which they produced 350 quintals of
fish that year. Although English maps and records
generally refer to the harbour as Tor Bay, it was also
called Tarr Bay in the 1600s. The French named it
Grand Golfe or Frinouse. When French soldiers from
Placentia attacked St. John's in 1696, they also swepl
through Tor Bay, driving the Corums and Coles from
their homes and burning down the buildings.

By 1708, Abraham Barrott and Richard Sutton had
settled in Tor Bay. Though they were able to avert a
French attack by paying a ransom, they were
powerless in 1711 when the English commander Joseph
Crowe ordered them to give up their property to the
migrant summer fishermen. The two families moved
elsewhere.

The beginning of Torbay as a stable community can
probably best be set at 1760, when the governor of New-
foundland granted iwo men named Gosse and Codner
legal title to land in Tor Bay. Two years later, the bay
was a strategic landing point for English soldiers
under Lord Colvill and Colonel William Ambherst in
their re-capture of St. John's from Lhe French forces,
Colonel Ambherst, in a letter o the Earl of Egremont,
dated 20 September 1762, describes it as follows:

m:aurl'?é:ﬂ St. Nicholas Anglican Church in Torbay.
cl ens in lower left of photo -(Photo courtesy of
W. Don Cole, Torbay). A

I was obliged to change my resolution of landing
troops at Killy Villy, the enemy having entirely
stopped up the passage in, by sinking shallops in the
channel. From the best information I could get, it
appeared that Torbay, about three leagues o the
northward of St. John's was the only place to land the
Lroops at, within that distance. Lord Colvill sent the
Syren man-of-war into Torbay with the transports
and it was late at night on the 12th (of September)
before they all came to an anchor. Captain Douglas
of His Majesly’s ship Syren went with me lo view Lhe
bay, and we found a very good beach to land on. It
blew hard in the night, and one of the transports with
the provincial light infantry corps on board, was
driven out to sea.

I landed the troops early the next morning, at the
bottom of the bay, from whence a path led to St.
John's; a party of the enemy fired some shots at the
boats, as Lhey rowed in. The light infantry of the
regulars landed first, gave the enemy one fire, and
drove them towards St. John's. The battalions landed
and we marched on, the path for four miles very
narrow, through a thick wood and over very bad
ground. Captain McDonnell’s light infantry corps in
front came up with some of the party we drove from
the landing place; they had concealed themselves in
the wood, fired upon us, and wounded three men. A
part of Captain McDonnell’s corps rushed in upon
them, took three prisoners, and drove the rest off.

Several days later, the English forces captured St.
John's in the final North American battle of the Seven
Years' War.

The report of the Society for the Propogation of the
Gospel, 1762, indicates that Torbay’s population that
year was 51. There were 23 Englishmen, 5 Irishmen, 8
women, 8 boys, and 6 girls. By 1794, the population had
grown 1o 207. Most of these early seltlers were English,
but the Irish soon began to arrive in great numbers. By
1836, the Irish were clearly in the majority. Out of a
total Torbay population of 758, there were 602 Roman
Catholics, and 156 were members of the Church of
England. The town grew until by 1884 there were 1559
people there (1360 R.C., 197 Anglican, 2 Methodists).
From that point, until at least 1945, population in
Torbay slowly declined.

Construction of the first church in Torbay began in
1819. This small wooden Church of St. Nicholas was
consecrated in 1827 by Bishop John Inglis of Nova
Scotia and served the Anglican community for over 100
years.

The Irish Roman Catholic people of Torbay area
were served originally by a priest who came to say
Mass at Pulpit Rock, located about two miles south of




8- DECKS AWASH

the community, where today Torbay Road joins with
the Pine Line. Then in 1859, Bishop Mullock laid the
cornerstone for a large church built entirely of stone
carried Lo the site by parishoners, Father Edward Troy
was first priest of the new church, and served until
about 1874. His successor, Father M. J. Clarke, was
renowned for many worthwhile community projects,
including the musical training and organization of an
Irish marching band, dressed in green uniforms, that
used Lo parade for weddings, wakes, Church holidays,
and other special occacions. Apparently, all members
of the band were also members of the Total Abstinence
Sociely, and because all or most of them had the
Christian name Jim, the band was popularly known as
*“the Jim band""!

Closely allied with the establishment of churches in
Torbay was the development of education. In 1828, the
Society for the Propogation of the Gospel appointed
George Tapper as schoolmaster, with an annual salary
of 15 pounds. William Coady taught a Roman Catholic
school from 1839 Lo aboul 1870, but it is uncertain
whether he was the first Roman Catholic
schoolmaster. The 1843 inspector’s report indicates
that Coady's school could hold 140, but attendance was
generally about 50. Although administered by the
Roman Catholic Church, this school was open to all,
and did not become inati until
1844, when government legislation required it. There
was only a one-month summer vacation in those days,
in fact the summer school-day was from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., which was one hour longer than the winter
school-day.

The Church of England school was closed by 1850, re-
opened for a few years in the late 1850s, closed again,
and re-opened permanently by 1864, at which time
James Wood was teaching 25 girls and 11 boys.
Presentation Sisters of the Roman Catholic Church
established Torbay's first convent school for girls in -
1865. By 1880, this school was instructing 68 girls while
Henry Edstrom had 63 boys in the Roman Catholic
School, and Sophia Wills taught a class of 26 at the
Church of England School.

Returning to the matter of churches, both Roman
Catholic and Anglican congregations had so grown by

Rev. Father Clarke

Wha died ot Olonanarf, Lrstand, “on. Sune 240
AGHED & YEARS

el - M
(Photo in possession of Ron Maher).

not urgent. First to be replaced was the Roman
Catholic Church of Holy Trinity Parish in 1918, Father
John Ashley was the first priest there. For the Church
of England, the cornerstone of the present St. Nicholas
Church was laid 14 September 1924, by Sir Joseph
Outerbridge, and the building was consecrated 13 June
1926 by Bishop William C. White.

Torbay's fishery expanded quite a bit during the 19th
century. In 1857 there were 74 boats of 4 - 15 quintal

1900 that the need for new was app. 2 if

P

Some of Torbay's finest, hauling a killick sometime
during the 1940s. Left to right: Henry White, Jack
Manning, Charlie Codner, Mike Shea, Sam Shea, Jimmy
Eustace, Joe Gosse, Bill Field, Nat Thorne, and Alec
Lacey. Note the many fish-drying flakes built on the
harbour’s north side, in the background. (Photo from
Torbay Town Hall)

, and five vessels of greater than 15 quintal
capacity. That year, there were 447 fishermen in the
community. By 1921 there were 178 vessels and boals in
Torbay, employing 420 men and 162 women in Lhe
fishery. The industry suffered a decline during the
1930s, so that by 1935, the fleet consisted of 62 motor
boats and 76 dories.

= = & 35 :

The remains of Pulpit Rock are seen here on the left.
Part of the rock was blasted away during road con-
struction. Located on Torbay Road about two miles
south of the community, this was where a travelling
priest used to conduct Mass before Torbay’s first RC
church was built in 1859.
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Presentation Sisters in Torbay

nder the patronage of Bishop John T. Mullock, a

Presentation convent and school was established
in Torbay on 18 October 1865, when Sister Mary Clare
‘Waldron, Sister Mary Ignatius Flood, and Sister Mary
Francis Walsh left the Mother House in St. John's and
moved to a small house provided by the parish, Twenty
years later, they moved into the present building which
is still called the “‘new convent”.

Life in the early days was busy, but the Sisters were
well provided for by grateful parishioners. From their
own farms, local families brought firewood and all
manner of food to the convent. Perhaps most
remarkable about the Presentation Order was Lhe high
quality of education they brought to Torbay and many
other small ities in Their
program was very diversified, including academic,
spiritual, domestic, artistic, and physical forms of
education. Long before adult education was a
recognized endeavour, the Sisters were teaching
people young and old Lo help each other in the life of the
village.

The basic curriculum at the convent school was that
of the Irish National School System, refined and
adapted for Newfoundland. The day began with
prayers and music, then went into subjecls such as
arithmetic, grammar, transcription, reading,
geography, clay modelling, paper cutting and folding,
needlework and physical education, In order Lo develop
dexterity and self-discipline in the young girls, special
exercises were taught for stretching limbs and even
fingers,

It was not all hard work, of course, as music and
drama were an important part of the school day. Given
the conditions of the time, there would have been little
in the way of outside enlertainment coming into town,
and so people made their own, For example, in 1912,
the convent school produced the musical The

Front row: Left to right: Sister Mary Gabriella O'Neill (St.
John's); Sister Mary Josephine Hayes (St. John's]
Sister Mary Aloysius Woodford (Harbour Main); Sr. Mary _
Kelly (St. John's); Sister Margaret Mary Sopp (St.

Torbay's convent and church. In the foreground lies 3
cross constructed from stones of the community’s first
church which stood on this spot. (Photo in possession
of Ron Maher).

Bohemian Girl — an ambitious undertaking, and no
doubt the highlight of that year’s social season!

While there were only Lhree teaching Sisters, they
trained some of the older bright girls Lo help instruet
the young ones, Particularly when it came to Leaching
slow learners, students often felt more comfortable
learning something from a girl just a little older than
themselves — one who could perhaps empathize more
with their difficulties.

Apart from curricular activities, the Presentation
Sisters held Sunday classes for young mothers and
other women of the parish. Instruction was offered in
home-making skills, deportment, English, Christian
Doctrine, and the Corporal Works of Mercy, which
involved the care of the sick and bereaved, along with
other charitable good works. When a group of eight or
ten finished training, they would form their own group
1o pass instruction on to others (in modern terms, the
“training of trainers” approach), a process that
naturally spread the Sisters’ influence, fostering a

i and i ity.

John's). Back row: Mother Mary Joseph Handren,
Superior, (Dublin, Ireland); Fr. Clarke, (Ireland), Pal
Priest of Torbay from 1870 to 1910. (Photo: Courtesy of
the Monitor).
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In 1982, the Presentation Order is still active in
Torbay, with five Sisters carrying on the good work.
When they celebrated their centenary in 1965, Mon-
signor McGettigan offered a great tribute to the
Presentation Sisters, including the following remarks:

We can safely state that spiritual monuments were

erected by the Sisters, monuments to devotion and

culture ... the many sacrifices, the unremitting and
unselfish labour ... the seemingly insurmountable
obstacles overcome; the patience ... the humilily ...
all go to make up the saga that can only be
adequately deall with in the Book of Life.

N The Monitor, October 1965

Tragedy at Torbay

n March 25, 1895, a group of men and boys, as

was the custom, went out on the ice near Torbay
to hunt for seals. Amongst the group were Richard
Parsons and his two sons, Richard, 13, and James, 17.
They were the father and brothers of Mrs. Ellen
Parsons Maynard who at the age of 95, lives in
Flatrock with her daughter-in-law, Madeline.

The father Richard, by virtue of the fact that he was
the seventh son of a seventh son, was always con-
sidered by the family to have special talents. He was
well-known as a bone setter and tales abound of his
having set limbs of resi when there
was no doctor available. In fact, he enjoyed the
reputation of being better than any doctor when it
came Lo setting bones.

But tragedy struck the life of Richard on the ice that
March. The weather became stormy, Lhe ice started to
break up, and Richard and his son, Richard, became
marooned on an ice pan. He directed the rest of the
party, including his son, James, to go back to Torbay
for help. Sadly, before the search party could rescue
them, young Richard died in his father's arms. On
returning home, Richard was dismayed to find that
James had not returned with the rest. The men went
back out on the ice and managed to rescue him.

When James was brought home he looked up and
asked, ““Who's going for the cows for Mom this
evening?" Then, he, too, succumbed in his father’s
arms. Richard, himself, was to die only five years later

| at the age of 59.
Times could be difficult indeed for Newfoundlanders

Inscription read Erected by Richard Parsons of
Flat Rock in memory of his two beloved sons
James, aged 17 years, Richard, aged 13 years,
who.died on the ice March 25, 1894 in the presence
of their father."

in the last half of the 1800s. Mrs. Maynard, who with
James and Richard were children of a family of ten,
recalls that her mother never got over the loss of the

Ltwo boys. l‘

Flatrock

erries and outlaws figure prominently in the
Boriglns of this community. According to the
grandmother of Harry Maynard, a Flatrock man 66
| years of age, people from Torbay used to frequent
| Flatrock because of its fine berrying grounds for many
| years before it was settled. Although not blessed with a
'good harbour, Flatrock has good fishing grounds
nearby, and plenty of level land around the shore for
|drying codfish. Settlement probably began in the 18th
'century, and a few details of the town's early history
lare common knowledge among the oldest residents

today.

Join McDonald was apparently the first baby born in
Flat Rock — the community name was spelled as two
words for many years — and that bend in the road
where he and his Irish parents lived is still known as
IMcDonald's Turn. A Reddy family from Torbay bore
the first girl child in Flat Rock. Another renowned
learly settler was Edward Everson, a i

The original school and church in Flatrock -(Photo in
possession of Ron Maher).

with Sol Gosse in Flat Rock, where he eventually

/man who jumped ship in St. John’s and came to live

|

married Elizabeth Larkin. Among the first families in

e

—
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Flat Rock that still have descendants in the community
are the following: Bulger, Burke, Gosse, Hogan,
Houlihan, Kavanagh, Kehoe, Maher, Martin, Morey,
Parsons, Power, Reddy and Wade.

The first houses in Flat Rock were made of sod, and
later “‘studded tilts" or rough log cabins were con-
structed. An interesting slory is connected with the
first road into Flat Rock. Two brothers, Michael and
James Wade, built the road at their own expense. It
came down into the south end of the settlement through
Wind Gap between the hills. (“Wind"” is still
pronounced in the old way, to rhyme with “find".)
After they had completed their road, the Wade
brothers built a house across it with a gate. The first
winter, they freely let local people pass, in order not to
arouse any hostility in the town, while they waited for
some authority figure to happen by. One summer day,
the Anglican priest from Torbay came along on a sick
call to Pouch Cove. They had their victim, and the boys
refused 10 let him pass. After loud protest, the priest
turned back, vowing to have James Wade arrested by
the British authorities on the man-of-war anchored in
Torbay harbour. When Wade appeared before the
captain of the man-of-war, he claimed that he owned
the road because he had built it, and would only open it
as a publie thoroughfare if he were paid back the
money he had spent on it. The captain thought this a
reasonable point, and after receiving Wade’s promise
that the house and gate would be removed if payment
were received, he reimbursed the settler, adding that
the King of England certainly did not expect his people
to work for nothing.

In 1834, Peggy Hogan was teaching school in Flat
Rock, and she may have been the community's first
teacher. A man named Dennis Maher was also a
teacher in the mid-19th century, as well as an early
land speculator, and perhaps a fugitive from the law.
A g to his g Ron Maher of
Flatrock, Dennis came Lo St. John's from Nova Scotia
in 1818 in the company of Bishop Fleming. Dennis
Maher was allegedly one of five people who attacked
Henry Winton, editor of the Public Ledger newspaper,
on Saddle Hill near Carbonear on 19 May 1835, at which
time Winton's ears were cul off. Despite a 1500 pound
award, no one informed on the culprits. Some time
shortly afterward, Maher settled in a very secluded
area of Flat Rock, way out on Red Head. He cleared
many acres of land by hand, later bought land around
Kearney's Turn in the centre of town, and in time

An old fish-landing facility in Flatrock.

became a leading citizen.

Also in the mid-19th century, Paddy Rogers and
Michael Goff built sod houses and homesteaded in
Seal's Cove (mapped as “Stile’s Cove’’), almost a mile
north of Red Head. Because the cliff was so steep, they
installed an iron ladder to gain access to the beach
where they hauled their boals. Today, local fishermen
use a similar metal ladder that was placed there in
1917, as Seal’s Cove is a good spot for the spring salmon
fishery.

Population of Flat Rock as of 1857 was 236, with 82 |

fishermen, 44 farmers, and 45 houses. By 1874, when
the first Roman Catholic Church was built in the area,
there were 297 people in town. At this time, Flat Rock
was part of Holy Trinity Parish, centred at Torbay. In
1916, Si. Agnes' Parish was created to encompass Flat
Rock and Pouch Cove.

Shoe Cove

I n 1755, the British Pilot reported,

... within the point of the Cape (St. Francis) to the
southward of it is a small cove called Shoe Cove
where boats used to [come to] ... split and salt fish
they caught and [ when it is) blowing hard and | there
is] bad weather, cannol get to places they belong to
in time,

Writing in the early 1900s Roman Catholic Ar-
chbishop M. F. Howley was unable to give an adequate
derivation of the name. In any event the community of
Shoe Cove proper did not appear on official census
records before 1921 when 117 persons were reported
living there. It is likely that the residents of the set-
tlement were previously counted as living on the Pouch
Cove Road since the turn of the century.

Recorded as a “fishing and farming settlement” in

i
It was the rapid growth of Pouch Cove in the earl;ima

that did much to settle the Shoe Cove area -(Pouch Cove
Town Office Photo).
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the 1940 Handbook Gazetteer and Almanac, the
community had a population of 110 persons.

Since Confederation the community has experienced
a steady increase in population and has enjoyed some
small distinction for the part it has played in the
‘‘space race”, when during the 1860s National
Aeronautics Space Administration (NASA) established

a tracking station at Shoe Cove that was used in the
Apollo and Skylab programs.
In 1979, the community of about 350 persons was
luded in a prop to become ated into the
municipality of Pouch Cove which has had municipal
government since 1970.

Pouch Cove and Biscayan Cove

\ n 1908 the eminent Roman Catholic Church
\ scholar Archbishop M.F. Howley noted with
some displeasure that the residents of Pouch Cove
wanted to change the name of their to

St. Francis and Biscayan Cove area briefly noting that
““a few fishermen's huts were scattered about even in

‘*Cape Town''. The original name had survived well
over 200 years. It was recorded that the Reverend
Erasmus Stourton had visited Pouch Cove harbour in
1611 on a parish mission trip from Ferryland to Biscan
(Biscayan) Cove (the small fishing hamlet almost on
Cape St. Francis).

Most recent historians agree that it is indeed likely
that the majority of permanent settlers came to the
rough, inaccessible coastline to escape the wrath of
either military press gangs or the British government
who looked with a jaded eye upon initial permanent
settlement.

It may have been the rough coastline that kept Sir
John Barry from noting the existence of a settlement at
Pouch Cove in 1675 even though it is generally thought
that Pouch Cove became an established settlement
only during the latter part of the 1700s.

A ‘turn-of-the-cenitury postcard of Pouch Cove «Pouch
- Cove Town Office Photo).

Al the turn of the century many families including
the Gruchys (from Jersey, Channel Islands), the
Braggs (Devonshire), the Noseworthys (Dorset) and
the Irish families of Sullivan, Shea, Connors and
Jordan, arrived to settle the area.

M. Sullivan and K. Billard maintain that Biscan Cove
and Pouch Cove were also visited by settlers from
other parts of Conception and Trinity Bays between
1820 and 1835, Many of these visitors such as the
Hudsons, Evans, Moultons, Holletts, Moores, Butts and
Reanes decided to stay.

1In fact, the census reported that in 1836, Pouch Cove,

+ Flatrock and Biscan Cove had a total population of 701
people, most of whom were actively engaged in the
fishery as some 107 boats were operated from the Lthree

_settlements,

Although Pouch Cove was visited as early as 1821 by
a Methodist clergyman, it is not until 1845 that we have
an adequate description of the area.

J. B. Jukes' journal notes of 1842 described the Cape

this d looking little place.”

Pouch Cove of the early 1840s was indeed isolated
and was accessible by land only via “‘a path several
feet wide [which] had been cut through the wood for
three or four miles beyond | Flatrock] ... but no other
pains had been taken with the road than in a few of the
more boggy places to lay down some sticks and
branches of trees".

The Jukes’ narrative reported, ‘‘the broad path
ended and a little narrow winding crevice ... barely
sufficient ... to allow a broad shouldered man to
squeeze between the crowded stems of the pole-like
trees Lo Pouch Cove."

Jukes and his companion stayed at a Mrs. Sullivan's
house where ‘‘several people assembled around the
woodfire, [to hear] all the news of St. John's.”

By 1877, the road system had developed to the point
where a highway office and postal service was opened
and local blacksmith John Easterbrook became
postmaster.

The population of Pouch Cove increased steadily
until the late 1880s when some 966 persons lived there.

The fishing business as it was first prosecuted on the
shores of Newfoundland. (Charles De Voipe,
1497
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Although this represented an increase of 217 persons in
the period from 1857 when Pouch Cove officially ap-
peared as a separate community on census reports, in
the years from 1884 to 1945, less than 100 more persons
came to settle at Pouch Cove.

While haying its share of successful merchants,
(e.g., Pippys and the Gruchys), Pouch Cove could
boast of at least one acclaimed hero, Mr. Alfred
Moores. He braved the perils of a cold November night
in 1875, with the help of other selfless fishermen, to be
lowered on a 100-fathom line to rescue crew and
passengers of the foundered schooner Waterwilch at
Horrid Gulch! For his efforts Moores was awarded a
medal by the Royal Humane Society. Descendants of
the survivors teday proudly tell the tale of the
tremendous bravery and skill of the Pouch Cove
fishermen who risked their lives on a stormy night of 29
November 1875,

Traditionally, Pouch Cove has been a tightly knit

ity and after i the last Biscay
Cove residents 1o the community, the cilizens em-
barked on a plan lo establish municipal government.
This was achieved in 1970.

‘The population has grown from 1033 in 1951 to 1543 in
1976.

This familiar scene has passed for
wharf, stage and slipway for many
hundred years at Pouch Cove -(Pouch
Cove Museum Photo). f

HE LOS:
5’ WATERWITCH

The Alfred Moores Memorial.

Bauline

riting in 1908, M.F. Howley maintained the name

Bauline was a derivation from the French
Baleine (for whale) because of a rock formation at the
sea entrance to the community.

Originally the settlement was established as a part of
the Gower Street Methodist Church circuit which is
located in St. John's. Although the area was visited in
1821 by a Methodist preacher, it was 1834 before the
first Methodist Chapel was erected at the community.

The actual settlement did not appear on a govern-
ment census until 1857 when it was reported that the
community of Balline had a population of 35. The

totally i y had built 9
houses and fishing rooms and some 17 residents were
engaged in the fishery.

Facing the exposed shoreline of Conception Bay, the

A garden of grapnels at Bauline.
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community likely prospered because of its association
with the mercantile fish trade from across Conception
Bay at Blackhead and Broad Cove where many of ils
original family names originated. It is also likely that
the exposed river valley nestled between the heavy
woods had significant access Lo the influence of fishing
families and merchants from as far away as Torbay
and St. John's.

The area may have been visiled as early as 1842
when J. B. Jukes reported, “'I found a deep narrow
‘guleh’ or crevice in the rocks separating us from the
point of the cove (and) ... we accordingly returned 1o
Pouche Cove and passing through the scaltered lot of
straggling houses proceeded towards Cape St. Fran-
cis.”

It may be difficull to pinpoint the ‘‘gulch’ observed
by Jukes yet we are certain that he was travelling near
present-day Bauline at the time in an unsuccessful
attempt Lo reach Portugal Cove overland.

Robert Pitt in 1981 wrote that the settlement grew
rapidly in its development of a school and church in
1867 and 1869 respectively and by 1884 some 127 persons
lived al the community.

In that year some 19 vessels occupied the exposed
cleft that passed for a harbour and 90 residents were
active in the herring, salmon, caplin and cod fisheries.
The settlement kept 32 head of catlle and produced
some 214 barrels of polaloes and 20 barrels of turnip on
12 acres of family gardens.

The ity continued to imp:
services during this period and by 1911 had erected a
Loyal Orange Lodge. In 1920 a new Methodist Church
had been completed. .

In the very early 1900s two Bauline residents briefly
carried on a small lobster operation but by 1935 salmon
had become increasingly important as a fishery.

In 1840, J. R. Smallwood noled, *‘the first (codfish) to
arrive each summer on the St. John's market" came
from Bauline. Since Confederation, Bauline has con-
tinued to be a primary fish producer catching lobster,

Bauline today
nlmon. cod and squid, which are processed and

outside the Bauline
crews and vessels have also pamcnpued in the erab
fishery.
In 1976 the census of Newfoundland reported that 163
persons lived at Bauline,

The John Wade mystery

n the 23rd of November 1903, the fisherman and

farmer John Wade left his home in Flatrock to
settle up his accounts with merchants in St. John’s, and
pick up supplies for the winter. He was a prosperous
individual, and it is assumed that he was carrying a
large sum of money with him. Somewhere on the road
home, John Wade, age 61, became a missing person.

His horse and cart, still containing his supplies, was
found the next morning in Torbay. A police in-
vestigation failed to turn up any leads, and even though
a reward of $500 was offered for information, the fate of
John Wade has never been officially discovered,
despite a few rumours. u

Cape St. Francis

In the summer of 1500 Gaspar Corte Real, a Port-
uguese navigator, set sail for the New World to
discover and claim fishing territory for Portugal. The
voyage led him to Conception Bdy where it is reported
hy Joseph Hatton and the Reverend Moses Harvey that

and named Ct Bay and Por-

tull Cove.”

His trip to the bay no doubt led him around the
rugged headland which he named in honour of St.
Francis of Assisi.

It was not until some 300 years later that the first
navigational aid was erected at the site in 1876 by the
Newfoundland Government. Two lightkeepers and
their families attended the gas lantern and a steam-
operated foghorn that later was installed in 1877.

James Hatton and his associate Reverend Moses
Harvey reported, in 1883 that the “lighthouse and
alarm system light dues are collected Lo the extent of
one shilling per ton on all vessels ... once a year"'!

Such low fees and a total exemption on all steamers
entering any port of Newfoundland as a port of call
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between America and Europe kept the system small
until the early 1900s when much of the original oil and
steam equipment began to fail.

Around 1900 the foghorn boiler at Cape St. Francis
was replaced and discarded near the light on the rocks
where it remains today.

During World War II, the lighthouse participated in
anti-submarine exercises which helped in the aerial
pursuit of enemy U-boats seen in Conception Bay.

In 1957 when the original lighthouse was being
demolished to make way for a new facility, demolition
crews discovered the structure was lined with sand
poured between building joints to “‘anchor’ the

original lighthouse to the site. The lighthouse and fog-
alarm at Cape St. Francis have been on automated
status since 1975 and as a result the permanent
lightkeeper no longer resides at the lighthouse.

The original Cape St. Francis lighthouse and fog horn
system -(Pouch Cove Museum Photo).

Primarily the Cape St. Francis fog and light system
provides an alert against the rugged inshore rocks
particularly “The Brandies” which are seven-eighths
of a mile offshore. The facility also monitors
meteorological conditions and compiles ice-sighting
data.

The *“Venezia'' map of 1778 showing the headland
named C. Francesco and the Torbay area -(Charles De
Volpe, Newfoundland A Pictorial Record 1497-1887, (c)
1972).
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Outer Cove

here are not many people

available to recall the old
days in Outer Cove. Even Mrs.
Mary Gosse who was born there
in 1901, protests that almost all
of the young people left for the
United States while she was
growing up.

Born Mary O'Brien, she soon
acquired the nickname,
‘‘Mida". “That was because
there were just too many Marys
in the family,” she explains. “It
got confusing,” The year that
she was born, her future father-
in-law, Edward Gosse, was
coxswain for the Torbay rowing
crew at the St. John's Regatta,
That year, the Outer Cove crew
set the famous time of 9:13.75
minutes that stood as a record
for 80 years. Although Outer
Cove’s team won the cham-
pionship fair and square in the
afternoon. race, that morning
they had lost to the Torbay crew.

Mary's mother was a Hickey,
and her father was Maurice
O’Brien. During World War II,
the family suffered a lot of
casualties. Mary's father died at
home in 1942, and four of her
brothers were killed in action
upon the North Atlantic. In their
honour, a St. John's civic park
has been created, and a plaque
installed, listing some of the
facts about the deaths of
Maurice Jr., Michael, James,
and David. O'Brien Park is
located at the base of Signal Hill.

“Ileft Outer Cove in 1918 when
I married Joseph Gosse,”” Mary
tells us, “That was the year that
Father Dan O'Callahan came to
Outer Cove to establish the’St.
Francis of Assisi Parish.

“My grandmother Hickey was
a great friend of Father Clarke
of Torbay, and when he returned
to Ireland in 1910, he gave her a
large Crucifix, saying ‘Maria, if

the communities

Outer Cove memories

Stages and fishing rooms along Outer Cove beach, many years ago -(P;

Photo).

= ¥ B e

Mrs. Mary Gosse at home.

ANL




DECKS AWASH - 15

you're ever in trouble, just hold
onto this and call me." Some
years later the home of her
neighbour John Fennessey
burned down and there was
great danger that the fire would
spread. My grandmother took
hold of that Crucifix and called

aloud to Father Clarke. She
always claimed that it was
Father Clarke who saved their
barn and their house from
destruction.”

Mary Gosse has lived alone
for 18 years since the death of
her husband. Their home was

once a busy place, however, as
they raised 16 children. Of the
seven still living, four are in the
United States, and only one lives
in Newfoundland. “No matter
how many children you have,”
she sighs, “you’re soon left with
n'arone.”

Pine’s pints and quarts

bout 150 years ago,

William Pine started
building up a dairy farm in
Outer Cove, and today his
grandson looks back on the
business. ‘“When I was nine
years old,"”” recalls Cyril Pine,
70, “I used to go with my mother
delivering milk door-to-door in
St. John’s. That was in 1921, and
we daily handled about eight or
nine gallons of milk from four
cows. We would drive into town
with the horse and cart — took
about an hour — and a couple of
milk cans in back. Women would
come out of their houses to dip
what they wanted out of the can,
there were no milk bottles or
cartons in them days.”

Milk processing was very
simple years ago. The cows
were milked by hand into a
bucket, the milk strained into
large metal cans, and the cans
stored in a well to keep the milk
cool. About 1930, milk bottles
were introduced, which added a
bit more work to the operation.
Empty bottles were picked up
from customers as fresh milk
was delivered. When Cyril
returned home, there would be
perhaps 30 bottles to wash and
sterilize for the next day’s
deliveries.

One of the side benefits of
delivering milk as a young man,
was meeting a lot of women in
town. A regular stop for Cyril
Pine was the home of Miss
Meehan, where Isabel Green
from Point Verde, Placentia
Bay was working as cook. On the
15th of September 1937, about six
months after his father’s death,
Cyril was married to Isabel by
Father Dan O’Callahan in Outer
Cove. Since then they reared six
children, of whom four are still

living. Two live in Outer Cove,
and two live in Ontario.

“I passed the farm over to my
brother Harold in 1971, ex-
plains Cyril. “‘He owned 20 acres
of Dad’s land, and I own 20
myself. Then in 1977, Harold
decided that there was not
enough land here for his sons, so
he moved to P.E.L.”

Although they have been out of
the dairying business for 10
years now, Cyril and Isabel still
keep in touch with the industry.

In particular, they disapprove of |

the milk companies’ attempts to
launch a milk marketing board
in the province. ‘Farmers
should get something on the go
themselves,” advises Isabel,
“rather than leaving it to the
companies. There would be too
many high salaries to pay if the
companies do it."” Cyril adds
that a marketing board does not
seem to have improved the
situation for beef producers

Cyril and Isabel Pine of Outer Cove. The half-pint, pint and quart bottles may be
up to 40 years old, but they were in use 12 years ago.

elsewhere in Canada. ‘‘The
main problem though,” he feels,
“is that people today will not
work as hard for a living as what
they used to. They expect too

much.” E
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Middle Cove

hat can you do when living

in an area that is being
administered  without local
representation? Ron Maher and
other residents of the area
between St. John’s and Torbay
have tried almost everything
except open rebellion.

“Technically, we are under
the supervision of the St. John's

basement.

Ron Maher has recreated a bit of the atmosphere of ol

Between a rock and a hard place

Metro Board,” says Ron, from
his home along Torbay Road.
“‘But that crowd are as remote
as the old fishing admirals; they
provide no service to the area
and do not seem interested in
consulting local residents about
matters affecting them."

Some of the problems in this
area which includes Outer Cove,
Middle Cove, Pine Line and

o
Flatrock in his

Torbay Road are the lack of
garbage collection or street
lighting, and the form of
development. “This is a
beautiful area,” continues Ron
Maher, who owns 110 acres of it,
“with good, level, agricultural
land and a lovely coastline, but
it is being spoiled by ribbon
development. Instead of
de ping more y
roads and putting houses back
on the land, Metro Board has
them strung right along the
road, with all the car wrecks and
shacks in plain sight. There will
be great problems when a few of
the roads have to be widened.”
Chairman of the Roman
Catholic School Board, Ron
Maher owns the Club Com-
modore, a popular dance hall
and social centre on Torbay
Road. The club was built in 1940
by George and William Gillies
as a formal officer’s club for
Canadian Air Force personnel at
Torbay Airport, and for the
people of St. John'’s. Ron
describes it as “where the elite
met to eat and dance’ but after
the RCAF base closed in 1946,
the Commodore became more
popular with the people of
Torbay and the surrounding
area. The club has been sub-
stantially renovated since 1957
when Ron Maher took it over.
Back in the 1970s, the Pine
Line wooden sewer line
decayed, and sewage from the
airport was re-routed into two
large settling tanks. These
a

tel conta

unfor
nearby stream and raw sewage
was carried down Outer Cove
Brook and into Island Pond on
Ron Maher’s property. From
there it flowed toward Outer
Cove, passing through many
private properties. “The
Department of Transport were
very slow in responding to the
health hazard this was
creating,” explains Ron Maher,

-

e

s S
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originally from Flatrock. “The
brook is open to children playing
in it and cattle drinking from it.
1 began writing letters in 1977. I
wrote to civil servants, to
provincial ministers of health, of

envir t, of ipal af-

we need a municipal council in
this area.”

Incorporation of the area is
something that has been much
discussed by the people, but to
little avail so far. A 1981 petition

h d that 47 out of 49

fairs, and I wrote to our MHA,
Tom Hickey. It took four years
of pestering them, and though a
new sewer line has been con-

residents on Pine Line were in
favour of incorporation, and that
is only one of at least four
petitions that have been drawn

Mabher, ‘“we seem to be drawing
a blank, although Tom Hickey,
our elected representative says
that he is about to take decisive
action. Our area is very close to
the airport, and could be
developed as an industrial park
or as farmland. At present, the
residents know little or nothing
about what is planned, and I
don’t think it too much to ask

structed, it will not be in| up and submitted to the | that we have some input and
| operation until April or May. It | government. ‘‘After repeated | control over the future of this
is for that type of lobbying that | representation,”” adds Ron | region.”
. .
Vandalism at Middle Cove
he beach at Middle Coveis | years. Turning it into a| land. Today, Jack, age 73, and

one of the best places
around St. John's to spend a
summer afternoon, go for a
walk, throw rocks at the waves,
or catch caplin in season. At
night, however, it is a different
matter. Parties of young people
can often be found there around
a roaring bonfire, drinking beer
and carrying on. Normally there
is no problem, but the situation
can get out of hand when park
visitors ignore the rights of local
property owners.

“‘As far as I am concerned,”
says Jack Roche, who owns the
property adjacent to the beach,
“it's been getting dirtier every
year down there for the past 10

provincial park three years ago
only made it worse. I can’t keep
a fence there at all. It used to be
a fence of longers (rails) but
when those kept getting stolen
for the bonfires, I put up a wire
fence. Now, they cut the wire
and steal the wooden posts! I
have to repair that fence about
three times a week. About five
years ago, a crowd stole 500
board-feet of new lumber right
out of my yard. I'm sick of
calling the RCMP about the
problem; they never get here in
time."”

The Roche family has lived by
Middle Cove beach since 1838,
when Jack’s great-grandfather
Nicholas was first granted the

- &
Looking up the bay to Middle Cove.

his wife, Catherine, and Jack’s
brother Paul, age 58, live in a
small white house just aboye the
beach. Of their 25 acres of land,
only four now are cleared.
Although Jack and Paul no
longer keep any cows, they still
need the fence to keep their
horse Pilot and the cows
belonging to Jack’'s son-in-law
from wandering over the steep
bank.

“This was always the best
beach around for caplin,” adds
Jack, ‘‘and people used to come
from as far away as Portugal
Cove Road and Thorburn Road
with their horse and carts to
gather caplin for their gardens.
They would load it into a dray or
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curry (sled) on the beach, then
pile up a few drayloads where
they could get handy to it with
the boxcar for the trip home.”
Last year, three old drays were
stolen from the Roche’s yard.

Don Hustins, Director of
Provincial Parks, was quite
aware of the problem at Middle
Cove when we contacted him in
his office. “‘Up until last year,”
explains Don, ‘‘our efforts to
patrol the beach were hampered
because we had no park staff in
the area. Now, however, we will
have full-time summer staff at
the Marine Drive Park on the
Bauline Line who will make
regular patrols at Middle Cove.
Of course, it is illegal to light an
open fire on the beach, but our
‘No Open Fires’ signs are
vandalized almost as soon as we
put them up. It’s one thing for a
family or a few people to boil up
a feed of caplin on the beach, but
when it comes to a big crowd
there burning tires and boards
after midnight, we get very
concerned. Patrols will be
stepped up next year, and we
hope to get more support from
the RCMP on this as well. Local
people can also do their share,
by reporting any bonfires to the
RCMP.”

It sounds like another case
where the actions of a
thoughtless few can spoil things
for everyone. There should be
nothing wrong with a cozy little

Paul (left) and Jack Roche of Middle Cove with their 14-year-old horse **Pilot",
Depending on what season you visit Middle Cove, you may see Pilot out
ploughing, hauling salmon boats up the beach, cutting hay, or hauling wood.
Jack Roche is 73 years old, and his brother Paul is 58.

fire on the beach, but when
people get into theft and van-

dalism as part of the “fun”, it
must be stopped.

Torbay

As one of Newfoundland’s
oldest communities, it is
fitting that Torbay should have a
special dedication to history.
Former Mayor Bill Manning
died in a tragic airplane crash in
1978, and his last official duty
was the declaration of Torbay as
a National Historic Site, because
Colonel William Amherst landed
there in 1762 on his way to the

Keeping a link with the past

last North American battle of
the Seven Years’ War.

Today, the town council of
Torbay includes a Torbay
Heritage Group. Barbara
Wheeler is head of this group,
and explains its activities for us:
““Our main objective is to open a
museum, if we can find funding.
At present, we have some ar-
tifacts and historic photos in the

Town Hall, but space is a bit
cramped. We are also trying to
get a government grant to hire
summer students to inventory
historic artifacts around town,
and to interview some of our
senior citizens.”

An ideal location for a small
museum would seem to be down
near the beach where Amherst’s
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landing took place. The whole
harbour rim has been
thoughtfully zoned as open

recreational land in the town
plan, and it is often visited by
tour groups.

In 1979, Barbara Wheeler and
her husband David were on
holiday in England, and made a
special visit to the mayor of the

Don Cole leafs through his collection
of photos and other historic material.
Don is in charge of Torbay's historic
photo collection, and would ap-
preciate any information about other
old Torbay photos that our readers
can provide. Such photos should be
copied and returned to their owner.

Borough of Torbay at the time.
Similar to Newfoundland’s Tor
Bay that has the three com-
munities of Outer Cove, Middle
Cove and Torbay along its
shores, the bay in Devon has the
three communities of Torquay,
Paignton, and Brixham. All
three towns are governed as the
Borough of Torbay by a mayor

The Town of Torbay receives its coat of arms. Len & Ina Howard, Mayor &
Mayoress of Torbay, England 1978-80 present the plaque to David Wheeler,
Deputy Mayor of Newfoundland's Torbay, and his wife Barbara, in Torre Ab-
bey, Torquay, Devon. (Photo by Western Morning News, Plymouth, England.)

|

who serves only a one-year
term. “We spent some time with
the Mayor and Mayoress of
Torbay," recalls Barb, “‘and
enjoyed their company im-
mensely. It was fascinating, for
example, to discover that a

number of the oldest Torbay
surnames such as Cole, Cullen,
and Thorne, are also common in
England's Torbay."”

To keep that neighbourly feeling

CCYyam very pleased,"”
reports Wilson Thorne,
Mayor of Torbay, ‘“‘that senior
citizens in our community are
not required to pay taxes. Over
the years, before there were
government grants and all that,
they put so much into this
community that it would be
ungrateful to charge them now
for a few services in return.”
The present town council in
Torbay is doing what it can to
ensure that the community will
not alienate its old people, and
that the area’s rural quality is
maintained.
““When I first came on council,
I got a fright,” Wilson recalls,
unrolling the Torbay town plan.
“Every square foot of Crown

Land within our boundaries was
applied for under some
development proposal or
another. Developers from as far
away as Calgary have been
trying to get in here, and the
provincial government is also
pressuring us to accept multi-
family dwellings, but most of
our people do not want apart-
ments, subdivisions, industrial
parks, or shopping centres. St.
John’s is the natural place for all
that."”

Being only 30 minutes from
downtown St. John's can be hard
on a historic rural community
trying to preserve its identity.
What the council of Torbay has
done is to implement a stringent
town plan. Anyone building a

house outside an existing
residential area must build his
own road acceptable to the
council's high standards. Any
developers wishing to install
subdivisions must provide
water, sewer, street lighting,
and paved streets for all the
homes. As a man with 12 years
of experience as a construction
inspector, Wilson Thorne is
determined to keep the get-rich-
quick type of developers out of
Torbay, if possible. ““As part of
my job,” he says, ‘‘I am into St.
John’s subdivisions day in and
day out. The amount of shoddy
construction and social
upheaval I see there makes me
all the more determined to have
a Torbay where people build
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