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special section
church buildings
in the city of st. john's
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anglican churches

he oldest Anglican Parish

in North America is the
Cathedral Parish of St. John's
founded by the Reverend John
Jackson in 1699. Jackson was
sent by the Bishop of London in
reply to a petition from the
Anglican (Church of England)
people of St. John's who
requested a priest.

Jackson built a ““... small but
handsome church in the
precincts of Fort William”. No
plan for this church has been
uncovered and it was probably
little more than a room used as a
chapel within Fort William.
Jackson did not receive much of
a living from his congregation so
he left. His successor, the
Reverend Jacob Rice, rebuilt
the church in 1706 only to have it
burned down by the French in
1708. By 1720 a new large wooden
church of fir and spruce had
been erected on the corner of
Church Hill and Duckworth
Street. But Rice was not
financially supported either and
in 1730 he too left. A succession

of wooden, and then stone
churches were built at the
Church Hill site until 1839 when,

with the arrival of Bishop
Aubrey  Spencer, a  new
cathedral was proposed.

Bishop Spencer, an ancestor
of the former Lady Diana
Spencer, now Princess of Wales,
by his very presence elevated
the parish to a diocese (actually
the diocese of Newfoundland
and Bermuda). The installation
of the bishop’s throne, or
cathedra, in the parish church
raised it to the title of cathedral.
Around 1842 the bishop decided
to build a new cathedral on the
site of the existing church,
possibly  spurred by the
knowledge that the Roman

Catholics were planning. a
cathedral of their own
guaranteed to eclipse any

building in St. John's at that
time. Plans were drawn up by
Irish architect James Purcell

and white limestone imported

from Cork, Ireland, was tran-
sported to St. John’s as ships’

3

Anglican Cathedral of St. John The Baptist on Church Hill. The 1rot en-
trance in right foreground is under renovation.

Spencer’s church was not to be
built. Poor health caused him to
resign. The limestone was|
destroyed, still in its packing
crates during the fire of 1846. |

In 1844, Bishop Edward Feild |
arrived in St. John's. An

engaged Sir George Gilbert |
Scott to design a new cathedral, |

the appropriation
pounds through collections |
made in all the parishes in
England. One local method of
raising money common at that |
time was the charging of a ‘
rental fee for pews. Despite the |
fact that many of the wealthy |
families in St. John’s would haye
gladly paid a fee, Feild did not |
pursue this route. While it left |
the church financially hard
pressed, it also ensured that the
pews were regularly filled with
worshippers. y i

The foundation stone was re- |
dedicated by Bishop Field on 29 |
September 1847,

years the nave alone served as |
the cathedral church. Then, on § I
January 1880, the transepts and |
choir were begun under Bishop |
Llewellyn Jones, to be finished
on 1 September 1885. The floo:
plan is that of a Latin Cross, the
style Victorian Gothic. In 1892,
plans were underway for the |
final completion of the cathedral |
with the addition of a tower, but |
the great fire of that year gutted |
the building leaving only the
walls standing.

Restoration commenced in|
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1893 with the choir and transepts
rebuilt first. Reconstruction of
the nave started in 1902 and was
completed in 1905, Archways
and quoins were made from fine
grained Scottish sandstone. The
walls were made of a coarser
Newfoundland bluestone
quarried from the South Side
Hills and hauled to the cathedral
by the free labour of the
parishioners.

From 1923 to today, the
cathedral has been under more
or less continuous recon-
struction and it is hoped that the
final external restoration will be
completed within eight years,
finances permitting. This could
leave only the tower to be
constructed which would crown
a very elegant building. Doubts
have been expressed as to
whether the building would be
strong enough to withstand the
extra weight of a tower. When
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, grandson
of the original architect, in-
spected the building in 1921 he
was of the opinion, however,
that the tower could be safely

erected, and since that time

The Chancel of the Cathedral of St. John The Baptist

The Cathedral after the Great Fire of 1882

most of the supporting walls

have been strengthened through | George

rebuilding.
Of note inside the cathedral
are the carved

Scott, plus an eagle lectern, a
litany desk, and a bishop's

sandstone | the shape of a tomb to com-
reredos by Sir Giles Gilbert | memorate the early persecuted
Christians who sought refuge in
the catacombs where they used

Sketch of cathedral by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott circa 1921.

throne, all designed by Sir
Gilbert Scott, and
carved by Mr. Harry Hems of

Exeter. The altar is designed in
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tombs as altars. Numerous
carvings of famous figures
adorn the wallls, including the
heads of Queen Victoria and her
consort, Prince Albert. In the
south transept there is a
gargoyle from the roof of Bristol
Cathedral believed to be 1000
years old. Only one window
survived the fire of 1892. Called
‘“‘the Resurrection”, it is located
in the sacristy to the right of the
altar. The faces of the figures
exhibit tear drops caused by
molten lead falling on them
during the fire, While some

windows have been donated,
such as the “Te Deum’’ window
given by the Outerbridges in
1946, the cathedral still lacks
stained glass in some of its lower
windows, notably those in the
transepts.

South of the lectern through a
hall is a museum that contains
artifacts of various Anglican
churches. North of the main
chancel is the Lady Chapel, used
during the summer for weekday
services.

After almost 140 years one of
the finest pieces of neo-Gothic

architecture in North Amerie;
is still unfinished. This is
through lack of effort; two ston
masons work continuously
the building for seven months
the year. It is a lack of sufficie
money. As people have left thy
parish to move to newer area
the operating costs have had
be borne by the remaininj
parishioners.

Cathedral of St. John the Bap
and Dean of St. John's.

St. Augustine’s Anglican Church

t. Augustine’s Parish is a

young one not quite 20
years old. The congregation was
first formed in 1963 and on
August 3 of that year services
were held in the basement of
Brinton Memorial School under

the Reverend Charles J.
Abraham, rector of the new
parish. In May 1964, the

congregation moved into the
gymnasium of the school where
fixed pews had been installed.

A two-acre site on Elizabeth
Avenue at the corner of
Westerland Road was acquired
and on 2 June 1968, the sod-
turning ceremony was con-
ducted by the Venerable R. S.

Inside St. Augustine’s

Sheppard. On 8 September 1968,
the cornerstone was laid by the
Bishop of Sabah (North Borneo) -
and the building was dedicated
by Bishop Robert L. Seaborn, 30 \
March 1969. Consecration took |
place 27 May 1981 and was
conducted by Bishop Martin
Mate.

The church of St. Augustine is |
modern, both in shape and |
purpose. Designed by local
architect W. E. Brown, of
Brown, Vivian and Parsons, the
church consists of a broad, |
pitch-pine roof supported by 10
laminated beams.

Most impressive on first en-
tering the building is the ex-
traordinary broad nave which is |
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some 70 feet in width, and the
apparent closeness of the sanc-
tuary. The church is somewhat
unusual for it does not have the
customary Anglican split
chancel, while the red carpeted
sanctuary projects well into the
nave of the church. Further, the
altar is free standing in the
centre of the sanctuary rather
than at the back. This all con-
tributes, however, to the
congregation’s having a fine
view and taking a more intimate
part of the services. Similarly,
the oak pews extend back only 15
rows but they are in four sec-
tions, the outer ones being
angled in to afford the wor-
shippers a better view. This
arrangement does, however,

require that the choir and
organist are positioned in a
gallery or choir loft at the back
of the church. Here, they cannot
be easily seen, but they can
certainly be well heard for the
church has marked acoustic
qualities. On the other hand, the
baptismal font, usually
positioned behind the
congregation and the cause of
much unnatural head-turning
during baptisms, is at the other
end of the church. Actually, it is
a portable font kept to the left of
the sanctuary, but during
baptisms moved to the centre of
the sanctuary in front of the
altar, giving the congregation a
clear view.

The back of the sanctuary is

dominated by a large oak
reredos approximately 10 feet
high and above which is a large
vertical stained-glass window in
a strikingly modern design by
Wippell of England.

The outside of the building
appears to have vestigial flying
buttresses which are, in fact,
extensions of the main roof
supports producing archways so
that parishioners are protected
from rain when approaching the
church.

Rector of the church is Canon
L. A. Ludlow who assumed
responsibility for the parish in

ber 1969, after
15 years at St. Paul’s in Harbour
Grace.

Christ Church Quidi Vidi

he first building on this

site seems to have been
some sort of ecumenical ex-
periment. The Methodist annals
for 1822 note that building
materials had been obtained for
a chapel at Quidi Vidi; however,
the church was not opened until
30 July 1834 and at that time it
was shared by Methodists,
Congregationalists, and the
Church of England. But the
experiment only lasted nine
years whereupon the Church of
England bought the property to
build a new chapel. Bishop
Spencer is reported to have
said: “We are founding a new
church, the old one is in a
decayed state.”

The new church was designed
by James Purcell of Cork,
Ireland. Mr. Purcell had
originally come to Newfound-
land to superintend the building
of the Roman Catholic
Cathedral and later, under
Bishop Spencer, had drawn up
plans for an Anglican Cathedral
that was never to be built.
Fortunately, Quidi Vidi was
built and Christ Church opened
for services on 9 November 1842,
A wooden structure on a Greek
Cross floor plan, it has a tower
complete with steeple and

TRt

Christ Church at Quldl Vidi today.

numerous Gothic windows. The
Times of the day commented,
... this church promises to be
quite a model for a village
church.”

By 1888, Christ Church was in
such need of repairs that it was
closed for six months. It
reopened replete with a new
picket fence surrounding the
exterior, But with the coming of
cars the congregation

diminished as the faithful

1 i
Hi
lnm\
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worshipped elsewhere. In the
1960s it was decided to tear down
the decayed structure. Op-
position from the public led to
the formation of the Newfouri-
land Historic Trust whose aim
was to preserve the building. On
10 July 1966, the church was
deconsecrated. More recently
the building has been used as a
retail store supplying household
and furniture fittings in period
styles, and also as a furniture
refinishing shop.
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n his 1857 Lenten Pastoral

Letter, Bishop Feild first
broached the subject of a new
church for the South Side. He
pointed out that the South Side
parishioners numbered between
500 and 600 and that the
Cathedral could no longer ac-
commodate them. A new church
was needed.

The cost of a suitable church
was estimated at 3000 pounds of
which 1000 had already been
promised by a Mrs. 0. E.
Johnson. Bishop Feild's letter
also noted that as soon as the
extra 2000 had been subscribed
work would begin, and providing
an extra 100 pounds per annum
could be raised, a clergyman
would be appointed.

Bishop Feild had definite
ideas about how the new church
should look., “It will be
remembered,” he said, ‘“‘that
the building is to be a church,
not a dwelling or a store ... and
must be wholly brick or stone,
solid and substantial ... The
church should be, externally,
not only simple, but severe in
style, to suit the locality, but
there must be no nakedness or
shabbiness within."”

Plans were drawn up by the
Reverend William Grey, in-
cumbent of Portugal Cove, and a
descendent of the unfortunate
Ty
by S
b

y_ ¥

)
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Anglican Church

of St. Mary

Lady Jane Grey. Reverend Grey
donated the plans freely
although they were valued at 600
pounds. Construction was en-
trusted to a local builder,
Richard Harvey, and the work
was completed in two years.

The style of the stone building
has been described as ‘“pointed
or early English”. It consisted of
anave 97 ft. long by 28 ft. wide, a
south transept, a 1 and a

The old Church of St. Mary The Virgin on Southside Road.

continued up to the roof at the
cost of an extra 470 pounds,
Total cost of the church was 3478 |
pounds. The Church of St. Mary
the Virgin was consecrated by
Bishop Feild on 24 June 1859 and.
the first child baptized in the
church was the contractor'l‘
three-month-old son.

The church had a capacity of |
400 people that, in time, proved |
On 14 June 1911, on

tower which was originally
designed to be only high enough
to form a vestry, but which was

Church of St. Mary The Virgin, Craigmillar Avenue

the occasion of the church’s 50th
anniversary, the cornerstone of
a new extension for the church
was laid by Bishop Llewellyn |
Jones. The cornerstone con- |
tained an airtight cannister |
containing newspapers and the |
name of 1700 parishioners.
Called the Memorial Extension,
this néw part of the building
brought seating capacity up to

650. |

Over the years the South Side

became increasingly com-
mercialized and many residents
gradually moved away. It was |
decided to build a new church |
within the parish, but closer to |
the changed population centre.
On 21 June 1958, 99 years after |
the opening of the old church,
Bishop Meaden broke the |
ground at the Craigmillar |
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IR
Avenue site for a new St
Mary's. There was a heavy fog
as the congregation marched
from the site of the old church to
the new, but once the ceremony
was underway, the fog lifted and
the sun shone. Mr. James H.
Harvey, a family member of the
firm that had built the old
church, helped break the
ground.

The new church was con-
secrated by the Right Reverend
J.A. Meaden, Bishop of New-
foundland, on 23 December 1962.
1t is of modern design by Halifax
architect Keith L. Graham. The

building is characterized by a
209-foot-long gambrel roofed
nave, the end walls containing 50
glass panels. The 60-foot-wide
interior is supported by broad
beams allowing an unin-
terrupted view of the entire
length of the church. The walls
and floors are of reinforced
concrete. The free-standing
altar, the cross, candlesticks,
altar rail, pulpit, lectern and
reredos are all from the old St.
Mary’s. Behind the altar stands
the bishop's chair modelled on
the Jacobean type chair of St.
Augustine in Canterbury

Cathedral. All the interior
woodwork is in natural oak
made by the Horwood Lumber
Company. In the basement is
Canon  Stirling  Auditorium
named in memory of a former
Rector at St. Mary’s.

Recently retired rector of St.
Mary’s, Canon R. R. Babb, has
said, “One builds an altar first,
and then places a church around
it. This is what we have tried to
do in the new St. Mary's
Church.”

The present rector of St.
Mary’s is the Reverend Ralph

Billard.

Anglican Church of St. Michael and All Angels

n 18 January 1885, a mis-

O sion under the guidance of
the Anglican Cathedral Parish
was opened on New Gower
Street, just west of Springdale
Street. The service for that
Sunday was conducted by the
Reverend Ambrose Heygate,
principal of Queen’s College. On
weekends the building was used
as a school.

Within a year the New Gower
Street premises proved too
small. The mission then moved
to what was known as the
‘“Mission Room" on the corner
of Springdale and Gilbert
Streets, for many years the site
of an elementary school. The
first service was held 26 May
1886. In this* period the
population of the west end of St.
John’s increased rapidly and by
1883, the building had to be
enlarged. In 1898 the Mission
Room first became known as St.
Michael’s.

In 1903, a site was chosen for a
new church on the east side of
Casey Street, just south of

LeMarchant Road, and the
cornerstone was laid that
summer. The church was

dedicated 3 July 1904 by Bishop
Llewellyn Jones. (This building
is now used by the Oddfellows.)
A'new chancel was added to the
church and dedicated on 4
December 1910 by Bishop Jones.

Clare Avenue

Interior of St. Michael and All Angels.
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On 9 April 1922, St. Michael's
became a separate parish.
Although the land on St. Clare
Avenue had been purchased for
$4,000 in 1920, it was not until
1945 that the ground was broken
by Bishop Philip S. Abraham,
Even then progress on the
building of the new church was
not swift. The New Church
Building Fund, started in the
1930s had reached $96,000 by
1955, but was enough to finish
only the exterior. In an intense
fund-raising drive started that
year, the parishioners pledged a
further $100,000 and the new
church was dedicated 30 Sep-
tember 1956.

Canon T.F. Honeygold, who
was to be rector of St. Michael's
for 30 years, arrived the week
after the dedication but the
church was still far from
finished. Interior furnishings
taken from the old church in-
cluded pews, choir stalls, and an
altar. The latter was ultimately
replaced and the s of
pews were increased, built by
the same Canadian manufac-
turer, raising the capacity to
almost 900.

In fact, with landscaping and
stained-glass windows, a further
$45,000 was to be spent before
the church was finally con-
secrated on 4 October 1964.
(Anglican churches may be

Former Church of St. Michael and All Angels
dedicated at any time but are
consecrated only when the
building is debt free, the mor-
tgage fully repaid.)

The interior of St. Michael's is

simple and functional and
follows the original rector’s wish
that the church be “four walls
and a roof”. The desired aspinal
east end which would have
allowed access behind the altar
was not forthcoming, instead,
the altar is r d in a semi-

Christus Rex on the reredos,
centrally behind the altar. In-
terior woodwork is oak and the
sanctuary is carpeted in blue, |
while the aisles are in red. The |
organ and the bells in the belfry
are electronically operated. A
small chapel on the south side of
the church is used for weekday
services.

The church building was
ded three years ago to

circular niche in the wall. The
altar supports two candles while
a further six candles are
arranged behind together with a

provide for office space and
community services. Rector of
the church is Father D. F.
Harvey.

St. Thomas’ Anglican Church

t. Thomas’ Anglican

Church is the oldest
church building in St. John’s.
The existing building first
opened for services on 21 Sep-
tember 1836. Known as the Old
Garrison Church, it had its
origins in the earlier church
built by the Reverend Jackson in
Fort William about 1702. This
first garrison chapel was
replaced in 1720 by a wooden
church at the corner of Duck-
worth Street and Church Hill,
which was ultimately to become
the Anglican Cathedral. By 1827,
the lack of a church near the
garrison, coupled with the

burgeoning population of east
St. John's, prompted the Society
for the Propagation of the
Gospel (SPG) to recommend the
building of a second church in
the city. Governor Cochrane
supported the scheme provided
that the church be reserved for
the use of the garrison. It
remained the Garrison Church
until 1871,

St. Thomas' was built by
Patrick Keough, an Irish
Catholic who had come to
Newfoundland in 1824 to
supervise the construction of
Government House. The church

cost 1500 pounds and was built
using local spruce and pine in
the New England, American
Colonial style. It contained two
galleries, the upper one for
troops, while the lower gallery
was reserved for local
dignitaries and the governor.
Rector at that time was Ar-
chdeacon Wix from Bonavista, a
remarkably tolerant man who,
in addition to having his church
built by a Roman Catholic, also
rented out his house, the present
Commissariat House, to the
Presentation Sisters.

In 1846 a violent gale moved
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the entire church six inches
from its foundation, thereafter
causing the building to sway in
strong winds. To stabilize the
structure, wings were erected
on the north and south side of the
church. In 1847, the bell was
installed in the belfry and was
rung for the first time on the
first Sunday in Lent by the
Reverend Charles Blackburn,
the incumbent. (In 1965, the
nave and steeplé were fully
restored and the bell was rung
again on the same Sunday, by
Reverend H. Rhodes Cooper, the
rector.) In 1870, the chancel was
extended by 30 feet and further
expanded in 1882. The church
reached its present size in 1903
and can accommodate 1100
people.

The parish hall, Canon Wood
Hall, originally stood south and
to the west of the church, but it
burned in a fire in 1966. In 1975,
St. Thomas' acquired St.
Thomas’ School, immediately
south of the church, and
renamed the building Canon
Wood Hall. The following year
the hall was connected to the
church by a covered overhead
walkway allowing comfortable
passage between the two
buildings in inclement weather.

Commissariat House, north of
the church, formerly served as
the rectory to St. Thomas'. In
1968, it was sold to the federal
government and a new rectory
was built on Empire Avenue.

The inside of the church is
painted grey with white trim
and the 14 windows in the nave
are in stained glass, picturing
events in the life of Jesus. In all,
St. Thomas' has 27 stained-glass
windows and the clerestory
windows near the roof bathe the
nave in bright light during the
day. The carved oak pulpit and
the brass lectern have an
unusual location in that they are
placed in the nave with five rows
of pews behind them. All pews
are pine with mahogany trim.

Just behind the carved
oak chancel rail is an imposing
rood screen behind which are

Inside St. Thomas'
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the oak choir stalls. Here the
floor is covered in scarlet car-
pet. On the north side of the
choir is the Allan electric organ
dedicated 23 June 1974 by the
Reverend Canon William E.
Askew, which now is used in-

stead of the old pipe organ at the
south of the chancel. In the
sanctuary is the free-standing
altar above which are three
stained-glass windows depicting
the Ascension of Christ.

In the basement is the Chapel

of St. Andrew's Brotherhood
which has recently been
restored and rededicated in
September 1982.

The rector at St. Thomas’ is
the Reverend Hollis Hiscock. u

he first Roman Catholic

chapel in St. John's was a
two-storey building built at the
foot of Henry Street hill near
where the Star of the Sea Hall
now stands. Possibly it was built
by Dr. 0'Donel, Newfoundland's
first Roman Catholic Bishop,
who arrived in 1784 while the
penal laws discriminating
against Roman Catholics were
still in effect.

In 1830, the Reverend Dr.
Michael .Fleming arrived in
Newfoundland shortly after the
Roman Catholic Emancipation
Bill (which abolished the penal
laws), had been passed in
England. Fleming was penniless
and friendless but as he said, he
was determined to build “... a
temple superior to any other in
the island.” In 1834 he applied to
the Colonial Office in London for
a grant of a piece of land known
as William's Plantation, im-
mediately east of Fort Town-

shend. Governor Prescott was

d to the idea he
wanted to build a jail on this site
and instead offered Dr. Fleming
a two-acre site at the top of
Long's Hill, or alternatively, a
four-and-one-half-acre site by
Mount St. Francis Monastery.
Dr. Fleming insisted on his
choice of site and after five
years of petitioning and three
transatlantic voyages, he finally
was granted his wish.

A popular legend is that the
Roman Catholic population of
St. John’s was given leave by
Queen Victoria to claim for their
cathedral as much land as they
could fence in a day. It is
possible that Victoria may have
paved the way for Fleming's
acquisition of the land, but there
is little evidence to substantiate
the sun-up to sun-down story. If
anything, the documented
history is even more interesting.

On 7 April 1838, the London

roman catholic churches

The Roman Catholic Basilica of
St. John the Baptist

Colonial =~ Office instructed |
Governor Prescott to give the |
disputed land to the Roman |
Catholic Church. The plot, a

little over nine acres, was
carefully marked out by|
military surveyors and

designated to be used to ac-
commodate a cathedral, school, |
episcopal residence, and a
cemetery. Father Edward Troy,
who collected the deed boasted
to the Governor that he would
have the land fenced within a

half-hour period. Governor
Prescott laughed at this,
whereupon Father Troy

returned to his congregation |
determined to make good his
boast. As Bishop Howley later
described it, ““... next morning,
the whole population turned out
and assembled simultaneously
upon the ground, some bearing
longuers, some conveying posts,
and even children bringing nails
and implements, and in the
incredible space of ten minutes,
the whole space was enclosed
with a substantial fence, five
feet high.”

To prevent Governor Prescott
from changing his mind about
the gift, it was decided to make
immediate use of the land as a
cemetery. Fortunately, a body
was available belonging to
Mullins, a notorious vagrant and
drunkard. Mullins was interred
with great pomp, possibly the
most important occasion he had
ever attended. A few days later

body remarked on seeing

The Roman Catholic Cathedral of St. John The Baptist circa 1878.

the twin of Mullins in a tavern.
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As historian, Paul O’Neill puts
it, “Mullins had not been dead,
merely dead drunk,” the buried
coffin contained only stones.

Much of the labour required to
build the church was supplied
free. This included the removal
of 8,800 cubic yards of earth
accomplished in only two days.
Women carried the dirt away in
their skirts. A gift of 2000 tons of
red granite was slide-hauled by
6,000 people all the way from
Signal Hill to the Cathedral site
in three weeks. A sandstone
quarry was opened at Kelly’'s
Island, Conception Bay where
the bishop himself worked up to
his waist in water. The stone
was transported by fishermen,
but the supply was never suf-
ficient. Limestone for the walls
was imported from Galway,
Ireland, whilst granite for
quoins, cornices, and window
frames was imported from
Dublin,

The original design for the
cathedral was by a Protestant
architect, John Philpot Jones.
This design was modified by
Schmidt of Hamburg, to allow
for Newfoundland’s vigorous
climate. Michael Murphy, ar-
chitect, was retained to
supervise construction but Dr.
Fleming fell out with him, and
he was replaced by James
Purcell from Cork.

The foundation stone was laid
by Dr. Fleming 20 May 1841
after which the cathedral took a
further 14 years to complete.
The first mass was held by Dr.
Fleming 6 January 1850 before
the building was completed.
Fleming died in that year and
was buried beneath the altar.
The building was finally finished
and consecrated 9 September
1855 by Bishop John T. Mullock.
Just one hundred years later,
Pope Pius XII raised the
Cathedral to the rank of Minor
Basilica.

Situated on the ridge
overlooking the harbour, the
Basilica dominates the skyline
of St. John'’s. Built in the
Romanesque style, it is the
largest church building in
Newfoundland -- 75 metres long

s

i

The Roman Catholic Basilica, Military Road

and 57 metres wide at the
transept. The two towers of the
facade are 30 metres high; one
contains a five-foot diameter
two-ton bell, the other contains
eight smaller bells. The triple
span arch supporting a statue of
St. John the Baptist in front of
the building was built in 1907 to
replace an earlier single-span
structure erected in 1857, Inside,
beneath the main altar, is the
statue known as The Dead
Christ, Installed in 1863, it is the
work of the Irish sculptor John
Hogan and has been described
as one of Newfoundland’s most

valuable works of art.

Since its completion in 1855,
the building has been much
renovated. The imported
Galway limestone, although
neat and solid in appearance,
proved deceptive, and 400 tons
were condemned in 1895 and
were replaced by “blue” sand-
stone from Petty Harbour. The
original bell carriers made from
oak rotted away and were
replaced by carriers made in
pitch pine. The bell axles, bent
alarmingly and threatened to
deposit the two ton bell on the
bell ringer below. They were
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replaced by thicker axles. The
three great circular headed
windows 18 ft. high and 9 ft. wide
situated above the main doors,
were replaced by cast iron
framed ones made at the United
Nail and Foundry. The interior
nave and transept walls were
plastered, but prior to the 1955
centenary, the ceiling was
refinished, and the capitals of
the Corinthian pilasters were
decorated with 23-carat gold
leaf.

Parish Priest is Father John
Wallis.

Photo at right — The High Altar
with the “Dead Christ” im-
mediately in front.

Photo below — The Redeemer in
Death, known as “The Dead
Christ™ -(Fowier Photo).

orpus Christi Roman
Catholic Church an
Waterford Bridge Road

replaced an earlier church, St.
Bridget’s, in nearby Kilbride,
standing on the Gould’s High-
way, a mile or so south of Corpus

Christi.

St. Bridget’s was dedicated 22
June 1863 by Bishop Mullock
with the assistance of Bishop
Dalton of Harbour Grace. A
newspaper account describes it,
‘... six _triumphal arches,

Corpus Christi Roman Catholic Church

beautifully decorated, along the
route to the church.” Building
decorated arches for festive
occasions was quite common
then. St. Bridget's was a small,
stone, Gothic structure, and one
of four identical churches
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erected by Bishop Mullock, the
only surviving one of which is in
Ferryland. St. Bridget's Church
was destroyed by fire in 1892,
pbut may have been replaced by
a wooden structure. _

On 19 August 1923, Corpus
Christi was dedicated by -Ar-
chbishop Roche. Corpus Christi
is a wooden building with a
white clapboard exterior. The
entrance is flanked by two
towers with domed roofs sur-
mounted by crosses giving the
building a Greek Orthodox
flavor. The original building
was only the width bounded by
the two towers and had a seating
capacity for about 450 people. In
1969, the building was widened
with the addition of wings built
from concrete blocks and steel,
but covered with wood to retain
the appearance of the original

building. This raised seating

capacity to 1000.

The interior of the church,
which is broad, open, and un-
cluttered, gives the appearance
of being more modern than the
exterior would indicate. The
windows taken from the walls of
the old structure have been used
in the end walls, and to make a
small hexagonal baptistry in the
west wall. While the stained
glass behind the altar dates
from 1923, most of the remaining
windows are dated 1951 and
were made in Belfast. The pews
are all made of oak.

Monsignor D.L. O'Keefe,
parish Priest of Corpus Christi,
has made a number of changes
to the interior. Originally there
were two altars, one at the back
of the sanctuary holding the
Tabernacle, the other close to
the altar rail. The high altar has
since been replaced by a chair
and the sacrament moved to the
left of the sanctuary. The sanc-
tuary lamp has also been moved
from its central position so that
it is directly over the Taber-
nacle, This fine silver lamp had
been for years a dark and
blackened object until the Youth
Committee went to work on it
and restored it to its original
glory. The wooden crucifix on

Corpus Christi Church, Waterford Bridge Road, today. Note the added
wings.

Baptismal font at Corpus Christi.




16 — DECKS AWASH

the wall behind the altar had
been a plain cross, but Mon-
signor 0'Keefe added the
Corpus, carved in linden wood
obtained in Montreal, and
possibly the work of a Quebec
artist. Overall, the sanctuary
has an air of refined simplicity.
One further innovation by
Monsignor O’Keefe has been the
addition of a Reconciliation
Room. Constructed three years
ago by annexing a small section
of the front hallway, this con-
fessional offers the the
choice of confessing face-to-face
with the priest, or anonymously.
There is a statue of Christ the
King in front of the church which
was donated by Mr. J.J. Coady,
who also donated the pulpit. Mr.
Coady is the grandfather of Mrs.
Agnes O’Dea who supplied us
with details of Corpus Christi. E

Dedication of Corpus Christi Church, 19 August, 1923.

he present St. Joseph’s on
Quidi Vidi Road dates
from 1954 and replaces an
earlier building constructed in
1920, slightly to the south and
behind the present church. This
old building still stands, but has
been deconsecrated and has
been divided into classrooms as
part of St. Joseph’s Elementary
School.
The cornerstone of the present

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church

building was laid 1 November
1953 by Archbishop Patrick
Skinner. Inside the stone are
parchment documents com-
memorating the occasion
together with coins, newspapers
and religious medals, the stone
being carved and presented by
Cook’s Marble Works. The
church was formally dedicated 8
December 1954.

Architect was John E.

St. Joseph’s Church, Quidi Vidi Road

Hoskins. The building is pre-cast
concrete on a steel frame,
finished with textured brick-
work. Overall dimensions of the
church are 145 ft. by 46 ft. so that
the interior contains a long, lofty
nave. Interior walls are beige
sand-finished plaster, while the
ceiling has recessed plaster
panels and plaster finished
beams decorated with green
frescoes. The pews, communion
rail and lectern are in white oak,
as too is the massive reredos
which extends to within a few
feet of the ceiling. Total seating
capacity is 600.

The original altar first located
at the back of the sanctuary was
constructed in Italy from three
distinct types of marble
decorated with Greek
monograms and elevated above
the side altars. In 1967-68, as a
result of ecumenical changes
dictated by Vatican II, the altar
was brought forward to the front
of the sanctuary which
necessitated the removal of the
green marble that originally
constituted the back of the altar.
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This marble was ultimately
reused in constructing an altar
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery on
Topsail Road.

The nave walls contain eight
full-length stained-glass win-
dows and four smaller ones
depicting saints. The Stations of
the Cross recessed into the walls
were taken from the previous
church as, it is believed, were
the side altars. The east wall is
almost entirely covered by the
reredos which has a crucifix
bearing a life-sized Corpus.
Parish priest at St. Joseph's is
Father James P. Doody.

The old St. Joseph's

The nave and sanctuary of St. Joseph's

he foundation stone of St.
Patrick’s Church was laid
in the pouring rain in 1855 by
John Joseph Hughes, Ar-
chbishop of New York. Ar-
chbishop Hughes had come to St.
John'’s to attend the dedication
of the newly completed Roman
Catholic Cathedral. It has been
said that he was so impressed by
the way in which Newfound-
landers had supplied free labour
and money to build their
churches that he went back to
New York determined to repeat
and practice there which
resulted in the building of St.
Patrick's Cathedral of New
York. y
Church officials had realized

VEES

St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church

even while they were building
the Roman Catholic Cathedral
that the district of Riverhead
needed a church to itself. But
aside from laying the foundation
stone little was done for some
years. All available energy and
money were spent on finishing
the Cathedral and building St.
Bonaventure's College which
was founded in 1857, A tem-
porary church was erected on
the site of today’s Deanery, and
a school and convent built, but it
was not until 1864 that actual
work started with the laying of
the cornerstone by Bishop John
T. Mullock in June 1864,

Bishop Mullock is reported to
have said that the church’s

construction was retarded by
“.. want of workmen and
exorbitant wages demanded.”
This may have been true of
skilled labour, yet there seemed
no end to the supply of unskilled
workers. On 8 February 1864,
... blocks of stone of a colossal
size were dragged from nearby
quarries’’ by parishioners. And
on 11 February 1864, the St.
John’s Mechanics Society
moved 60 tons of stone with the
help of 70 horses and the music
of the Avalon Band. In fact, the
dragging of stone from the
Southside assumed the
proportions of an athletic con-
test when the members of the
Phoenix Fire Company tried to
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The nave of St. Patrick’s Church looking towards the altar.

outdo their rivals at the

Mechanics Society in the tom- |
nage of stone moved. Un-
fortunately these contests were |
not without mishap and the |
record shows that at least one |
person suffered broken limbs.

The architect was J. J. Me-
Carthy of Dublin and the
building is a fine example of
revived Gothic architecture.
The foundations accounted for
6,000 tons of rock and were
completed by May 1865. By 1866
the 18 great columns costing 602
pounds and donated by the
Benevolent Irish Society had
been erected. After this, work
proceeded slowly with the
depressed economic conditions
from 1865 to 1869. The fishery of
1868 was a disaster, poverty was
widespread and many Irish
emigrated fo the United States.
On 29 March 1869 Bishop
Mullock died suddenly at the age
of 62. Like Bishop Fleming
before him, neither man had
seen the completion of the
church building to which they
had devoted much of their life.

It was not until 28 August 1881,
26 years after the laying of the
foundation stone, that the
building was finally dedicated.
Even then the tower was not
complete for the spire was not
finished until 1912 and the bell
installed only in 1915.

The interior is very much in
keeping with Bishop Mullock’s
plan. “An elongated nave of
simple, even severe, Gothic
design with its upper walls and
high, vaulted, wooden roof
supported by 18 stone pillars.”
The stained-glass windows over
the altar depict the Trinity of
Irish saints, St. Patrick, St.
Brighid (Bridget, Bride), and
St. Colmcille (Columba). The
high altar of Carrara marbleis a
memorial to Bishop Mullock.

Since 1915 there have been few
structural alterations in St.
Patrick’s except for a new
sacristy and parish room, and a
porch on the west side. In 1959,
following a fund-raising drive,
the interior walls were
repainted and some new stained
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glass windows added along with
new light fixtures.

A mahogany backdrop was
placed behind the altar together
with a triptych, a three-part
painting by Newfoundland artist
Reginald Sheppard depicting
Christ on the Cross, the Blessed
virgin and Saint John. The

church also has a new pulpit and
communion rail.

In the mid-1960s, as a result of
liturgical changes emanating
from Vatican II, the main altar
was moved to the centre of the
sanctuary. Since then a blue
carpet has been laid on the
sanctuary floor and in the aisles.

St. Patrick’s is 164 ft. long by
72 ft. wide and is considered by
some to be one of the finest
examples of revived Gothic
architecture in St. John's.
Parish priest at St. Patrick's
Church is Monsignor David
Morrissey. m

St. Pius X Roman Catholic Church

t. Pius X Church on

Smithville Crescent
stands on part of the old Smith-
ville estate. The land was
originally purchased by the
Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation in 1950 but not used
until 1954 when a church school
was built there. The ground floor
of the building was used as a
mission chapel to the Basilica,
and named St. Pius X. N

In 1962, Archbishop Skinner
invited the Jesuits to
Newfoundland and they
responded by taking over the
school on Smithville Crescent,
naming it Gonzaga. (The
Gonzagas were a princely
family and hereditary rulers of
Mantua in northern Italy.
Lavish patrons of the arts, they
sided with Pope Julius II in the
Italian Wars.) St. Pius X was
established as a parish church
with Jesuit Father Lynch as
parish priest.

In the late 1960s Father Lynch
invited Angus Campbell, a for-
mer parishioner, to design a
new church. The resulting
drawing lay in the back of the
chapel for some years and in
1970 Father Lynch moved to an
Indian mission in northern
Ontario. But by 1973 the
demands for extra space in the
school and other considerations
caused the design to be re-
evaluated. A planning com-
mittee met during the winter of
1973 and presented the final
design to the parish council and
the Archbishop in July 1974. It
was approved shortly
thereafter.

The design is unconventional,

St. Pius X Church, Smithville Crescent

the main body of the church has the advantage that no
semi-circular in shape with the worshipper is ever more than 13
pews arranged in an arc. This pews from the altar while the
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choir is in the main body of the
church among the congregation.

On 8 June 1975, the first sod
was turned. Some 50,000 bricks
were brought from Milton,
Trinity Bay. Laminated wooden
beams 84 ft. long by one ft. thick
and five ft. depth were con-
structed to support the roof. The
floor is poured concrete,
covered with red tiles in the
pews, and carpet in the aisle.
Dedication was planned for 19
October 1976, but a strike on the
mainland delayed delivery of
the oak pews so that the official
opening was rescheduled for 1
December 1976. :

The layout of the church is
very modern and designed to
maximize the involvement of
the congregation in the tradition
of Vatican II. Traditional con-
fessional boxes are equipped
with lighting dimmers and
hearing aids for the hard of
hearing. The church and chapel
have built-in audiovisual aids,
including retractable screens
used during feast days. In all,
the church will seat 750 with an
additional 120 in the chapel.
Parish priest now is Jesuit
Father William Browne. m

St. Peter’s Chapel, Queen’s Street

This stone and brick building was originally built as a single
storey structure in 1861 and used as an exhibition centre for
fisheries and agricultural producers. It was also used then as a
meeting place for the Fishermen’s Society. In 1872 the Roman
Catholic Church acquired the building and added a second storey
which became St. Peter’s Chapel while the lower floor was
utilized as a school run by the Sisters of Mercy. In 1903, Mc-
Namara Ltd., commission agents, bought the building and used it
until 1967 when it was taken over by Dominion Metals. St. Peter’s
stayed in service until 1883 at the opening of St. Patrick’s Church,
at which time the school took over the whole building.
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