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Attention: Shippers and Receivers
of freight and express traffic

The ServoCentre.
Three locations to serve

all Newfoundland.
1

Corner Brook
Co r nf"r Br ook Ser vo­
Cen t re will mc lude al l
po m rs f ro m Port .!Iu",
Basqu es to How ley;

Custome r r eq u ir e m e n ts for
con tai ne r, exp ress . and carload
sho u ld now be di rec ted to one o f
these ce n t re s

Corner Brook.
63.-8246 634-U81
Gt.lnd Fall s. 489-2292
St . John', • 137-5 948 731-1896

Custome rs in ou t lying a reas can
( all the ir region al office by dialing
th e ope rator and as kfng fo r 1011­
fr pt' Ze n ith teleph one n um ber
01011

3
St. Johns

51 John's ServoCenlte will
include all points from Te r ra
Nova to 51 John 's

The
ServoCentre

*Terr aTransport
On T... M.....
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hist o r y
N o comprehensive history of Random Island has

been written yet, but in a quick look through the
old records' one gets the impression it had a wed­
rounded and fairly prosperous economy during the last
century. A former governor of Newfoundland called it,
" the garden of Newfoundland". Comparatively rich
soil, good forests, quarries and a steady if undramatic
fishery provided its residents with an adequate stan­
dard of living.

With 90squa re miles of good forest and agricultural
land, Random Island is the second largest island in the
province.

Although Random Island is a likely place for
Maritime Archaic, Dorset and Beothuk groups to have
camped, there has been no archeological work done on
the island and so the documented history must begin
with the first white visitors.

The first Europeans to visit Random Island may
have been Captain James Cook and his crew who
surveyed Newfoundland waters between 1763and 1767.
Local tradition has it that Cook's navigator Jonathan
Hickman was accompanied by his wife who bore him a
child in the vicinity of the place now known as Hick­
man's ' Harbo ur, today the largest settlement on the
island .

Permanent settlers began to take up residence on
Random Island in the late 18th century and early 19th
century.Jured by the abundance of prime forest. Older
communities on Trinity Bay were located close to tbe
best fishing and sealing grounds and human use
coupled with forest fires soon depleted the local tim­
ber.

Wood was needed for thousan ds of casks to hold cod
and seal oil and salmon, as well as for building boats,
houses, merchant premises, nakes and stages, and of
course, fuel. After the fall fishery. men migrated
to the heavily wooded areas deeper into the bay and
spent tbe winters cutting wood. Random Isla nd was a
choice spot for tbis work because it was well wooded
and centrally located. Tr inity, the major centre in the
bay, was only 40 kms. north of Random .Istand while
Old Perlican and Hants Harbou r were across the bay to
the east.

The seasonal loggers lived in tilts, small rough-hewn

An old house in Pelley

shacks for basic sbelter in the winter. They may have
done some trapping and hunting and fished in nearby
waters to supplement their diet. Since they worked In
the winter months , these loggers were called " win­
termen".

Details are sketchy, but permanent settle ment
probably came in 1850when a Stephen Blundell from
Bay de Verde accompanied by someone named
Martin, set up a permanent sawmill at Hickman's
Harbour. Blundell hired winter-men to cut wood and
bring it to his mill where he would saw it durin g the
summer. Blundell's son Alfred joined him two years
later.

Eventually , many of the winter-men set up mills of
their own in other parts of the island, trading fishing
careers for year-round lumbering.

Slate deposits on the north side of the isla nd at­
tracted early residents. A belt of slate exte nds from
Keels in Bonavista Bay, south through Random Island
to terminate in Placentia Bay. The slate is dark purple
to green in colour and is found on both sides of Smith
Sound near Britannia.

In 1852 Welsh quarry workers Pierce and David
Currie came to Random Island to operate a slate
quarry at Britannia. According to descendent Pierce
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As pey Brook

Tbefisbery
Communities on Random Island never became great

fishing ports . With the exce ption of Ireland's Eye and
Thoroughfa re, they were loca ted too fa r Inside the
arms away fro m the bett er fishing grounds in Trini ty
Bay proper. However all contai ned fisher men and
fishing always played an important role in the
economy.

The waters a round Random Island produced cod,
turbot, sal mon. macker el , her ring, ca plin and lobster.

Much of the perm anent settlement of the island was
at least par tly Inspire d by the fisher y. Between 1800
and 1830, older com munities such as Tri nit y and Old
PerHean becam e over populated with an influx of
English immigra nts and good proper ty with wate r
Irontage beca me sca rce , as did wood resources.

The cod tr ap , which was invented by Capt ain
William Whiteley In the 18605, also had an effect on the
settleme nt of Rand om Island . Since the cod tr ap Is a
sta tio nary piece of gear and ther e wer e only so many

-

The Hellerton Causeway opened in 1952.

The causeway was named after Samuel J . Heffer ton
a minister in the first ca binet of Premier J.R
Smallwood.

currie, the community was at tha t time called
porridge Cove but was rechristened after being visited
bYBriti sh warship Brit annia .

UDfortunately the ceDSUS figur es up to the turn of the
century lumped all the comm unities of Smith Sound
together , making it difficu lt to say much about In­
dividual communities. But t he first clergyman to visit
the area , th e Reverend Henry Petley, an Anglican who
saUed ar ound the island in 1859, reports the com­
munities of Aspey Cove, Lance Cove, Lalte Cove and
porr idge Cove as hav ing between one and four families
each , and to have been set tled in the past three to four
year a. Petley later beca me ministe r in Upper Lance
Cove and the community changed its name in his
bonour .

The census of 1874 shows Smith Sound had a total
population of 378. The largest religious denomination
...as Church of Engl and, followed by Wesleyan and
there were three Congregationlist members. There
were no churches , but the area bad one clergyman,
possibly Henry Petl ey. Although Smith Sound would
bave a substa ntia l berring fishe ry in later years , in
187t the inhabita DU e oa e en tra ted on cod. There were
115 people engaged in the fisher y. They cured 2,975
quinta ls of cod and cau gbt a good number of salmon .
Tbere were five sawmills which cut 670,000 feet of
lumber . Forty thcu saad sla tes wer e quarried worth a
value of 280 pounds. Farm ing was also Important
although probably only for local use. Eighty-nine acres
were under culti vation and there were a variety of
domestic anim als , Includ ing hors es for hauling wood.

Northwest Arm , which included the south side of
Random Island , had 417 people by 1874. They were
mostly of the Wesleyan faith and had built two
Wesleyan churches. The lumb er industry was going
strong here too produ cing 2 mill ion feet of lumber
valued at 2,54.5pounds . Someone even built an eight-ton
steam -powered launch which must have been quite a
novelty back then . Ther e wer e 26 fisher men and they
and their families cured 1,858 quint als of cod. The
census also noted that t5,000 br icks wor th 60 pounds
were manufactured in 1874. This was the begi nning of
an industry thst would become very importan t to
Random Island.

Around 1900Hickman's Harbour . on the south side of
the island and Britannia in the nort h, were the largest
commuoities . Lumbering re mained the core iodustry
in Hickmao's Harbour employing 30 people at six
sawmills . They cut 600 ,000 feet ot lumber from 20,000
logs in 1901 as well as cutting 14,000 shingles. Britannia
beeeme a trading and supply centre for outlying
fiJhing communities such IS Ireland's Eye and
Thoroughfare. Two fish mer chants were at Britannia
at the turn of the century. Man y of the men commuted
to work in the sla te quarries near Bur goyne 's Cove just
across the sound.

Hefferton causeway
The Hefferton Causeway (locally known as the Bar

Bridge ) links Random Island to the mainland at
KUton. The tot al distance from the island to the
lIlainland is about 1100 feet over ve ry sballow tidal
water .

Work OD the road link began in 1951 and was com­
pleted in li~2 . The causew ay is pr im aril y rock -fill
toPped b, a road , but a brid ge in the centre allows
Unall boals to pall from North west Arm to Smith
Sound.



berths to go around in the older fishing settlements. it
became more difficult for new immigrants to move
into already established inshore fishing communities.
Witb natural population growth it became increasingly
difficult to acquire berths.

As people began to search for new homesteads they
needed a combination of factors to make a viable
economy. Random Island was attractive because It
offered plenty of wood, potentially good farming land
and the possibility of a good fishery. Thus communities
on the north side of Random Island such as Britannia,
Aspey Brook and Lance Cove were first settled by
people from Trinity and Hants Harbour in the mid-19th
century who found they could fisb In the summer and
lumber in the winter . As land was cleared of wood it
was converted to farm land and pasture for animals.

Only about half the population of 378was engaged in
fishing activities in Smith Sound in 1874.. If the com­
munity was relying heavily on the fishery many more
people would have been engaged in its since aU
members of the family helped in one way or another .
Men caught the fish but women and older children
were responsible. for salting and drying it . In 1874. they
were able to cure nearly 3.000 quintals of cod and
salmon. They also produced slate. cut lumber, grew
1.378 barrels of potatoes, made 1,140 pounds of but­
ter ,and kept 140sheep and a number of other animals.
The fishery was the single most Important industry to
them, but it wasn't all they had.

On the south side of the island , especially around
Hickman's Harbour, fishing came second to lumbering
as the most important industry. Fishermen in Hick­
man's Harbour were landing less thao 400quintals of
cod per season at the turn of the century. But this did
fiuctuate. For example, in 1911,40 inshore boats were
able to catch 1,368quintals.

Mo.t communities 00 Random Island sent schooners
to the Labrador fioater fishery in the summers. The

number of boats sent depended 00 the stee of the
community. Hickman 's Harbour and Britannia each
sent three in 1901.Smaller communities such as Snook
Harbour and Pelley sent one or two each.

Herring and caplin became the most importa nt
fisheries to Random Islanders . Since these species
schooled in the sounds they were easily caught witb
seines. The season began in November and ended In
April. Numerous smokehouses and herring facto ries
dotted the shoreline. They produced smoked capltn.
kippers, scotch-cured herring and dressed herr ing
fillets .

By 1952 there were 15 fishing crews in Hickma n's
Harbour employing 52 fishermen. Herring crews
employed two to five men each, depending on the
of the boat . Hickman 's Hubour also boasted five
traps and the fishermen put away 1200quintals 0
salted cod in 1951. but this dropped to 800quintals the
foUowing year . They caught 1600barrels of herring In
U152 and SO,OOO lbs. of caplin. They also caught some
salmon , turbot and mackerel at this time .

The Vardys were fish merchants in Hickma n's
Harbour since 1885. Their busy premises handled much
of the fish caught on Random Island . Interviewed by a
young Harold Horwood in 1954, Reuben Vardy said.
"Fishing begins here witb lobster and end. with
mackerel, and there is just about everything in bet­
ween."

Br i ckm aking
Two huge beds of red shale and limestone nea r the

head of Smith Sound and on Random Island were first
noted by William Cormack who began his trek acro ss
Newfoundland near the site of the present Heffert on
Causeway. J . Beete Jukes also mentions these deposiU
in his 1839geological survey of the island .

In 1833 an enterprising tellow named John TilleY
proelalmed he was building a " manufactory of brickS



t the head of Trin Ity Sound in Trinity Bay " . He asked
~e House of Assembly that the " exclusive privilege of
J]1.king bricks would be granted to him " . We don 't
know if Mr. Tilley got his wish, but in any case he
probably did not do well at his Trinity Sound location ,
for he moved to Lower Shoal Cove in Smith South in the
1840S and set up another brick making operation there .

TUley must have been quite an entrepreneur. His
activities moved PhUlip 'rccque to write in 1878, .. ...
Pdr.TUley taught himself to read and write at twenty ­
,Ix years of age. He was the first to commence brick­
making and preserving salmon in tins in Newfound­
I.nd ."

We don't know whether Mr. Tilley made a go of tbis
brick plant either, but he certainly must have been a
persistent and innovative fellow . It may have been
Tilley who produced 45,000 bricks worth 60 pounds in
the Northwest Arm area In 1874.

At ElUott 's Cove on the southwest side of Random
Island the Newfoundland Brick and Tile Company was
formed in 1892. Census figures show that over 70.000
bricks were prcdueed with a steam engine and a eeeve
kiln by 29 men. These bricks were sold by W.C. Job in
St. John's for about $9per thousand.

The Elliott's CO"e plant burned down in 1901, but
stayed in business three more years. The Newfound ­
land Brick and Tile Company abandoned the site in
190( citing poor clay as their reason. The company
moved to St. John's and began making sand and
cement brick but this enterprise soon failed as well.

By this time there were four brickyards in the
Trinity Bay area producing a fairly good quality
product used mostly II common bricks for chimneys,
backfill for houses and for larger buildings. Un­
fortunately for the brlckmakers very few houses in
Newfoundland were ever made of brick . Nonetheless, a
bright future was predicted for the local brick in­
dustry. By 1900, Newfoundland was producing 900,000
bricks annually which were valued at about $50,000.
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Indeed, clay brick making was the third largest
mineral-based industry In the country behind copper
and iron mining.

It was in this promising era that Aaron and Charles
Smith opened the Smith Brothers pit at Snook's Har­
bour around 1900. They stayed in business until 1945.

The Smith Brothers' pit operated by sinking through
glacial gravel and raising the layered clay sediments
by derrick . Unfortunately. this raw material produced
bricks containing many pebbles and a high water
content. In winter frost caused crumbling problems.
Although the yard produced about 5,000 bricks a day,
they were considered to be of poor quality and were
sold only locally .

Smitb Brothers continued tbe operation until 1N5
at wbich time only two br ickyards remained In the
Trinity Bay area. The other , the longest lasting brick­
maker in the area, was Pelley 's Brickyard located at
George's Brook on the mainland just across the
causeway. It was founded by Char les Pelley in 1888. By
1898tbey were turning out 60,000 bricks a year which
sold in St. John's for $7 a thousand . Sir William
Whiteway, trying to boost a local product, built his law
offices with Pelley brick. Two large powerhouses at
Wabana on Bell Island were made of Pelley Brick, as is
the Gower Street United Church in St . John's and the
Bank of Montreal In Corner Brook. Between 1950and
1954, the Pelley plant switched from making soft mud
bricks to a dry press method using Cambrian shale . In
1958it started mess production and by 1965it WI! the
only brickmaklng plant left in Trin ity Bay . The L.E .
Shaw Company of Halifax bougbt it in 1965 and
changed the name to Pelley-Shaw Ltd . It closed In 1969,
the victim of a decline in the construction industry , but
reopened as Trinity Brick Products in 1971 under the
new ownership of Jack Greene, a masonry contractor.
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Aspey Brook

Lum bering
Lumbering was the single most Important industry

on Rand om Isl and until fairly recently . Large stands of
virgin timber. with some trees measuring 17 to 18 in­
ches across the stump. first attracted men from the
wood-starved outer harbours of Trinity Bay .

The first mills were powered by wooden water
wheels . The remains of these old mills can still be
found in the woods around Random Island. At least one
old wooden water-powered mill was sUll in operation in
the very early 195Os.

Stephen Blundell of Bay de Verde started the first
year-round logging and sawmllling operation at Hick­
man 's Harbour in 1850. He was quickly copied by
others who saw the need to supply fisbing communities
with badly needed wood products, for barrels, casks,
boats , masts. wharves , flakes and stages, as well as for
houses and heattng . Numerous sawmills spr ung up on
the island and surrounding mainland. The most in­
tensive early activity was around Hickman's Harbour
and on the mainland side of North west Arm aro und
Hatchet Cove and S1. Jones Within . Shoal Harbour, at
the bottom tip of Northwest Arm was also a ver y im­
por tant lumberln centre.

Logs were cut in the winter and floate d down
streams or hauled by horses to the mills which cut
them into lumber during the summer months . Logging
was not possible during the summer since without
snow cover there was no way to skid the logs to the
mill site . Finished products were eit her floated and
towed to markets or loaded into sc hooner holds .

The 1874 census shows nearly two million feet of
lumber was cut in the Northwest Arm area alone ,
worth 2.545pounds . This included the mainland centres
as well but the total population of the area was only 417
at the time, so It was a considerable output for such a
small number of people .

Lumbering was less eeuve on the north side of the
island. partly because it had a somewhat lower
population. but also because the residents were more
involved with fishing, slate quarrying and farming.
But five sawmUls bordering Smith Sound cut 670,000
feet of lumber in 1874.

By 1900. Hickman's Harbour alone had siI sawmillJ
and most other communities on the island had one or
two. The mUls at Hickman's Harbour employed 30
people , but extra men were probably em ployed
sea sonally in the winter . cutting logs .

In the 1920s and '301, much of the wood from the
Shoal Harbour area wn going into production of boxes
and barrels that were sold in St. John's for packing
tllb, cu . clothing and even Puri ty Biscuits . We were not

able to find re liabl e docum ent ation showin g the sam
was happening on Random Islan . But it is probab
th at at least part of the lumber production from
Random was going into boxes and barrels at the sam
time . This had some importa nt consequences durin,
the Depression.

According to an oral hist ory account of Random
Island completed as a tourtb-yea r bistory paper a
Memorial University of Newtouedt and by Rex Clark
on Random the worst effects of the Depression we
alleviated becau se ther e was always a market fa
wood products In S1.John 's . Boxes und barrels were in
particular dem and .

The industry beg an to decline after ca rdboar
became a cheaper and lightwei ght substitute. Hick
man's Harbour remained a sawmill centre however.
into the 195Os: In 1952, twelve sawmills at Hickman'.
Harbour were employing 30 men and producing abou
250,000board feet of lumber per year.



Gold?Buried treasure?
A lot of small communities have fanciful tales of

buried treasure. Hickman's Harbour is Dot to be out­
done. Nobody knows wbether the treasure is Spanish
"dubloons" captured in a great sea battle by New­
foundl.nd's pirates Kelly, Pete r Easton, or Henry
)I_iaw.ring. Or wbether lome poor devU stole the
ship's poke wbUe moored at Trinity and ned south ,
dltebing his loot before he was caught red-banded.

In any case, the gold Lssupposed to be buried on the
south side of the harbour on lind that used to belong to
'D old widow. She died in the lHO, and the land WII
bOugbt by Willi. Martin.

Harold Horwood talked with lome of Willis' neigh­
bOursin 11lSfand they claimed he bought the land just
to find the treasure. Well. be bad a fellow come out
from St. Jobo'. with. metal detector and they didn 't
find anything. But metal detectors were pretty
primitive bact then. Now.. . with computer age
technology ... ?

Random Island Current Population
Figures
A. pey Brook 55
Saoob Harbour 81
EWott ' l Cove 106
Wefbrldge 118
Li d, Cove ISS
Hlckman'l Harbour U5
Lower Laeee Cove 180
Britann ia 112
PeUey 147
Alpen 51

se cre e: StatlJUCI Can a INI cenlul figurel .

The graveyard at Aspen Brook
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random island today
The people and the comm unities

AspeyBrook

"We like to tell a person what they need"

I t had snowed the previous
night and we drove warily

along the road as It dipped
downwards towards Aspey
Brook. Stopping at the flrst
group of houses to ask for
directions. we suddenly realized
from the piles of logs and pallets
surrounding us that we had
found the place we wanted ­
Roy Smith's sawmill - the
biggest on Random Island.

Roy was pleased to see us,
especially when he discovered
that we were not from the tax
department. Roy chanced to be
born in Glovertown, but he has
lived on Random Island all his
life, first in PeUey and since
1942,in Aspey Brook. His lather
started a small mlll here but
Roy has enlarged it. He now bas
three push-bench saws, a tractor
and lorklllt, and a couple 01
Bombadiers to haul wood. HI cut
about two mlllion board leet 01
wood a year," says Roy. He cuts
mainly soft woods: 70% spruce,
30% lir, and a bit 01 birch. This
year he is employing seven men,
but last year at one point there
were 16 people on the payroll. In
an industry that has been
depressed recently Roy is doing
well.

He explains, "I buy a lot of
local lumber and then I cut it
and try to make something out
of it before we sell it." He has
two men who just make pallets
for Fishery Products. "Since the
26th of January, I've already
sold 2000pallets. [ never feel like
selling sometbing today that I'd
be ashamed of tomorrow, and [
never think that's the last load. [
always believe I'll sell another
load further down the road."

Local woodcutters sell Roy
logs that he converts into square
lumber for the wholesale trade.
LeDrew's Lumber buys close to
ODe mUllan board feet a year
from him. He also cuts logs into
boards for fence and con­
struction projects and he sells
these locally.

"We like to tell a person what
they need," says Roy. "For

instance, if you came here and
you wanted to put up a fence,
you probably wouldn't know
whether you needed birch or
spruce. The spruce is better,
lasts much longer. Fir isn't
much good, the water gets into it
real quick . For the retail trade
we rip boards up into 2x4s, ixss.
whatever a person wants - 2x6s
are about the biggest."



Roy showed us around his
property which straddles the
main road and in fact it appears
that he has a large chunk of
Aspey Brook. On the south side
of the road is the old family
bouse where Roy grew up, and
behind it is a sm all wooden
building housing a saw and a
thickness plan er . Stacks of
finished pallets stand nearby
awaiting deli very. On the north
side of the road are three houses
"belonging to Roy, hIs broth er,
and his son Eric who helps run
the business. The other two
push-benc h saws are in a
building behind the houses.
Another SOD, Roger, lives in
Elliott 's Cove and does heavy
equipment repairs for the
Department of Highways. His
skills come in handy at

Sybil and Glad ys Smith

Roy Smit h

Snooks Harbour

weekends when Roy's equip­
ment needs repairs .

Livin g with Roy are his wife
Gladys (rom Lady Cove, and his
mother, Mrs . Sybil Smith . The
latter who was born in
Glovertown in 1900first came to
Random Island in 1923to teach.
"I came over by boat (rom
CIarenville to Elliott's Cove. The
man that met me put my
luggage on a horse-drawn cart
and I walked over here with
him. It was about (our miles .
There were no cars on the isiand
then . I had about 10pupils in the
one-room school." Mrs. Smith
also taught in Burnt Arm , Point
or Bay , and Charles ' Brook
(near Botwood). In all, she
taught eight years and took
some teachers' tra ining at
Memorial College .

Mrs. Smith ceased teaching to
marry Ingham Smith of PeUey.
In those days women did not
usually continue teaching after
marriage. The Smiths were to
have two sons , Roy and William .
"We stayed in PeUey for 16
years but moved here because
we wanted more land in case the
boys needed it . Ingham fished in
the summer and was e Jum­
berman in the winter. So we
started the sawmill here now
where the boys work," she
recalls. When Ingham died ten
years ago she moved into Roy
and Gladys' house . Her other
son William lives just across
the street on the land her
husband puchased when they
moved from PeUey. " U's nice
tbat we're all together ," cen ­
eludes Mrs. Smith .

Random Island's Artist

M ichael and Verna
Hayward came to Han­

dam Island from Nova Scotia in
1979. They had managed to sell
their vast, tur re ted aging

mansion of a house in Annapolis themselves homeless until Otto
Valley and were happy to be and Rose Hart of Lady Cove
relieved ot the astronomical oil generously put them up. "They
bills . To the ir dismay , however, were marvellous," says
the cheque they received (rom Michael, "tbere were DO

the sale bounced and they found questions asked . They just took
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The Dorothy Marie II with a map of Random Istand
behind .

" The Tunnel" approaching Hickman 's Harbour

Michael Hayward

us in and looked after us for a
month and a half."

Verna took a teaching job at
the local school and Michael set
about painting pictures. They
bought a house in the centre of
Snooks Harbour, but after a
yea r decided they would prefer
to live right next to the ocean . So
they moved their house.

Two tractors pulled the bouse
down the middle of the street.
then left it for the night . It was
impossible to go further in the
dark. So the Haywards slept in it
that night . with the house per­
ched on logs in the middle of the
highway. An amazed late-night
reveller returning from the local
bar staggered past the house in
disbelief. but fortunately motor
traffic is infrequent in Snooks

Harbour and the house survived
the night intact. The next day
the Haywards moved the house
across a swamp to its present
site where they now live with
their to-year-old daug hter
Susan, and a dozen cats.

"Well, we wanted a change,
and I wanted some place
peaceful to work on my painting.
But I don't know, they keep you
so busy here. What with choir
practice Tuesday night , painting
gro up Wednesday night, and
Scouts on Thursdays - we're
always so busy!"

Verna received most of her
training at Acadia Univer sity
and she teaches voice, piano and
strings. She has had a number of
successful choirs, one of which
performed at Edinburgh,

Scotland. Another, the Centra l
Aires, performed at Wolfville,
Nova Scotia , before the Queen.
On Random Island she has
appropriately formed the
Random Aires.

Michael, a Scouter for nine
years, helps run the First
Random Lions Scout Troop.
Naturally, they have a scout
band . "Scouting is not time
wasted," asserts Michael. "You
see people improve and shape
up, especially the boys. For­
tunately, girls seem to have a
natural tendency to be better
behaved. Scouting develops a
sense of responsibility , fair play,
and standing up for something."
Michael and Verna had a cabin a
few miles from the comm unity
by an old brick works which they
have donated to the scouts.

Michael has painted pictures
most of his life. "One of my
major influences was my aunt,
Freda Vickery , a painter well­
known in Halifax. .1 worke d in
her studio and she helped me all
my life - taught me most of
what I know about color. When 1
was little she would drive me
around and read to me. Then
when she grew old, I would do
the same for herv It struck me as
coming full circle. She died last
November. Her style influenced
me, but it's hard to see bec ause
our dispositions were so dif­
ferent.

"I used oils the first few years,
then moved to acrylic pai nts. I
use them in a very detailed way,
rather like using egg tem pera. I
like to do very detailed pictures.



I suppose my interest stemmed
from the Victorian landscapes. I
was sur rounded by them at one
time and developed a taste for
them . You're not supposed to
like them anymore, but I liked
them because they were so
perfect, you know, a pastoral
scene with two cows standing by
an elm tree. I wanted to do
something new in that direc­
tion."

Michael did paint a number of
pastoral scenes in the
traditional manner, but more
recently he has moved to ink
drawings, some in black and
white , others colored. A char­
acteristic of these drawings
is that they are made up of many
small dots. known technically as
pointilism. Naturally, they are
very time-eonsuming and
Michael has found himself
spending an entire winter on one
picture.

Working slowly has some
disadvantages. First. it 's
uneconomic; he can never
recover sufficient money for the
time invested in such a painting.

Willing to learn.
L eah Livingstone, music

teacher, lives in Snooks
Harbour close by the Haywards'
house. "Verna Hayward, my
former music teacher had an
overload of students, so asked
me to help out. [ teach piano and
voice . I was living in Calgary at
the time, but thinking of leaving
anyway , so I came here last
August ."

Leab was born in Prince
Edward Island but grew up in
Nova Scotia . She bas travelled
extensively but she began to find
Calgary too big for her . Prior to
coming to Random Island she
worked in a home for senior
citizens .

"I have 50 students, mostly
children, but about 15are adults .
In fact one gentleman who _is
taking voice is 78 years old."
Leah is a laughing, jolly lady
who, we are told , has a fine
singing voice . We can readily
believe it.

Second, it is hard to get enough
work together to stage a show,
mainly because people have a
disconcerting habit of buying
the picture before it 's finished .

Michael has changed his
methods recently and although
he works as painstakingly as
ever, he thinks he should be able
to produce more . He has taken
to choosing simpler subjects to
paint, such as a series of rocks
next to the Trans-Canada High­
way . By taking each rock
separately, and not worrying too
much about its setting, he has
simplified the compositional
problems that dogged him . He
has also discovered that he can
get the same effect with washes
of color, that he previously spent
bours producing with small dots ,
in much less time .

After trying to work with
ballpoint and felt pens, he has
been disappointed with tbeir
permanence. As he comments,
"['m not that old that my work
should already be fading ."

Painting is not yet providing
Micbael with a living . He sub-

"I don't get much free time.
When ['m not teaching here I
have a lady 's barber shop group
in Ciarenville that I've just
started directing , and [ also look
after the Random Sound
Chorus."

She is very impressed with the
willingness of local people to
learn music . Some students
come from as far away as
Southern Harbour, a -to-minute
drive.

"The local students are very
eager to learn and the kids have
much more respect for teachers
than I'm used to elsewhere.
There 's not the hassle you often
get from children in other
places. They are all very polite .
For example, they seldom give
you any back talk and they
always do their homework ."

It sounds like a teacher's
heaven but before teachers start
rushing to Random Island to
find jobs, they should note that
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stitute teacbes approximately
three days a week, generally at
nearby Random Island In­
tegrated School. He admits it
would be nice to be able to sell a
picture for a lot of money , if only
for the freedom from financial
worry tha t it would bring.

"But a lot of these things [do.
little black and white drawings,
are priced at $20, so that the
average person can have them .
There must be hundreds in the
area and lots of times ['II go into
a home and see one of my pic·
tures hanging on the wall. In lots
of ways that's nicer than
somebody down the road who's
got one large painting of mine
because he can afford thousands
of dollars ."

This artist has mixed feelings
about publicity. "[ don't like
attention; I've had too much of it
already, and yet [ need it if I'm
ever to sell enough pictures to
live by them alone." Still , for the
curious, you can see examples of
Michael's work at Frank
Power's shop on Pennywell
Road in St. John's. ~

the hours are long. Leah tried
inventing the ten-day week but
even that wasn't enough . Still, it
must be good to have such an
appreciative student body. As
she puts it, "Culturally, Random
Island is 100% ahead of
Calgary." II

leah livingston
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Lions CLub bus shelters at Pettey awaiting spring.

Elliott 's Cove

GordonSmith

travelled around a lot and
you've been away from borne so
long. you begin to miss the
th ings that you were used to. I
felt that this was the only place
that 1 could eetue down and
enjoy the things that I once
knew." He also tells us tha t not
only are people retuning to
Random but many young people
now are staying. "I wanted to be
able to go hunting and go into the
woods if I wanted to."

Thus. Gordon, Vera and their
son Roger , who now is in gra de
11, returned to Elliott's Cove
where Gordon has built his
lovely home overlooking the
cove. He now works as co­
ordinator with the Random
North Development Associa tion.

A development association is
a group of communities who
organize themselves to for m an
association. Gordon explains
that there are 15 comm unities
within their region and there are
now 12 who have representation
on the association. His job is to
co-ordinate the activities of the
various committees that
re present each community.

mechanic." For the next 24
years Gordon was to be posted in
most Canadian provinces as
well as four years in Germany.
While he was in Alberta. he
married his wife Vera, who
comes from Harcourt on the
other side of Smith Sound.

Both Gordon and Vera en­
joyed . the travelling, par­
ticularly in Germany where
they were able to visit most
European countries. On their
return they spent eight years in
Nova Scotia and started to think
they would like to retu rn home .
"I suppose after you have

Happy to be home

I t used to be that young
men who came from the

smaller communities could
hardly wait to leave and make
their way in other parts of the
country. And for a time Gordon
Smith was one of these young
men. Gordon was born and went
to school in Elliott's Cove. His
first job was in the post office
where he worked from 1951 to
1955.

"Then 1 went to 51. John 's to
more or less look things over
and in May 1956, at the age of 23,
I joined the Royal Canadian Air
For ce," he recalls . "I was
tra ined as an aircraft



Each committee has two
members, usually a president
and a vice-president who, in
turn , serve on the board of
directors of the development
association. Each committee
identifies the need in a par­
ticular community and the
needs are brought before the
board which will decide what, if
any, action should be taken. The
duty of trying to carry out the
board's wishes then falls on
Gordon 's shoulders in his role as
co-ordina tor.

HIt's a good job, very in­
teresting and you meet a lot of
people," he says. "It's true that
the hours are long beeause I
have business to conduct during
regular business hours and our
meetings necessarily take place
at night because most com­
mittee members are volunteers
who have daytime jobs. But I
think it's worth it."

Acting as Association co­
ordinator, however, is not all
that Gordon does . He is active in
a number of volunteer
organizations. He is president of
the local Lions Club and is on
the church board. He does ad­
mit, however, that it is
becoming increasingly difficult
for him to get "his own" work
done. He likes to maintain his

house and go in the woods to cut
firewood. With all his other
activities there just doesn't
seem to be enough time. There is
a subtle irony here when one
remem bers the reason he
moved back to Random from the
mainland. "I have no time for
those things anymore," he
confesses.

Gordon talks about the
problems of Random Island. "I
don't think we have been very
successful in developing some
method of providing long-term
jobs for people. We've been
short term and we need long­
term employment. For the most
part the activities we've been
involved in are short-term,
make-work programs such as
the Canada Works Projects.
We've relied on government
funding to provide jobs for
people, rather than helping
ourselves and providing
businesses and jobs from
scratch within our re~ion.

"We've got to Iearn to be self­
sustaining again. We can't rely
on government handouts.
Money, over the last few years
had been given so freely and a
lot of us have lost the ability to
fend for ourselves." Gordon
thinks that the Association
should be able to help people to
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become more self-reliant, but so
far, they haven't met with much
success.

The Association has some
ideas. One Gordon mentioned is
a proj ect to re vive the fish­
buying operation formerly
operated by the late John
Blundell of Hickman's Harbour.
He admits that it is difficult to
get people interested.

Some of the volunteer groups
are more successful than others.
The Lions Club is very active,
and has installed purple and
yellow bus shelters around the
island.

"This is one of the Lions Club
projects. We have built 16
shelters and about 8 of them are
now in use. The rest will be
placed during the spring. We are
also developing a park behind
Elliott's Cove Pond . This is a
long-term project, but we have
cleared about 4-5 acres under a
Summer Youth Program."

The Lions have one major
fund-raising activity -- they hold
weekly bingo games at the
Cormack Lounge every Thur­
sday night. "We do pretty well
with that," says Gordon. "but
there ar e lots of other things we
could do."

And with Gordon Smith it
appears that new things will
happen on Random Island. 11

Born 50years too soon

We discovered Ephraim
Cooper in his woodshed

behind his house in ' Elliott ' s
Cove. An old scythe leans
against one wall , a chainsaw
against the other - perhaps
symbolic of the period
Ephriam's life has spanned.

Born in 1894 at Snooks Har­
bour into a family of fishermen,
he attended the local school and
then took various jobs in the
woods. In 1916 Ephraim joined
the Newfoundland Regiment
and was shipped to England
with the Light Infantry.
"Liverpool, Southampton,
Winchester, I can remember
them all quite clearly."

He returned to Random Island
in 1918 where he worked in
sawmills for much of his lire;
however, he spent a short while
in St. John's.

"Three of us buddied up and
we sawed timber 'in St. John's
for four years. I got married
there too." Ephraim's wife died
in 1947 leaving him with two
children.

"I left Snooks Harbour in
1944. I'd worked in sawmills
there. I'm not quite sure why I
moved to Elliott's Cove. Of
course, it is handier to the main
road.

"Up until the 1950s I had a
horse. He was useful, but you Ephra im Cooper
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had to buy him feed. You could
grow grass for him here , but you
couldn 't grow oats for winter
feed . You had to buy them ."

Having cut wood all his life we
asked Ephraim whether the
Spruce Budworm was a major
problem on Random Island.

"Yes, it is - though it doesn 't
damage any spruce, only fir . •
don't know what the idea is of
calling it Spruce Budworm ." He
points to a sickly looking tree
behind his lot, its needles all
missing. "Now that's a fir . He's
gone ."

Fortunately, other trees grow
on Random Island. We point to a
clump of cherry trees beyond
some young elders. "Cherry is a

Weybrldge

good wood, it doesn't warp like
some . Neither does Aspen .
There's some across the road
down there , about 30 or 40 feet
high. And of course, there 's
thousands of juniper. The trees
aren't as big as they used to be. I
can remember wben pine trees
in these parts were as big
around as oil drums."

Ephraim bas seen many
changes in his life, all of tbem
for the better. " I like the
present. It's easier to get about.
In fact, I think I was born 50
yea rs too soon. There's nothing I
really miss ."

Today he is an active mem ber
of the Lions Club which gained a
new clubhouse in 1981. "It was

the old school and we converted
it. We got so much from the
government and the fest Was
our own. There's nothing owed
on it . We gave bus shelters to the
school for the children to wai t in.
Warren Brooking over in Pe tley
made them . The Lions are doing
quite a bit . getting wood for
people and stuff like that.
Anything WE- see that people
need. "

We said goodbye to Ephraim
at the door of his woodshed and
wondered at how people on
Random Island manage to live
to such a ripe old age . Pe rhaps
it 's because they ca n always
find something that needs to be
done. 11

Weaving at Weybridge

L ocated between Elliott's \ busily building up her own Iher mother, Mrs . Alice March,
Cove and Lady Cove lies crafts' business. One of a family work at her 100m.

Weybrldge where Jean Adey is of ten , as a child Jean watched "I think I ,.as the only one of

Jean Adey
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College for computer science.
Jennifer appears to be a going
concern. In fact, the school
yearbook. Randomemories 81·
82' says : "Even wben she's
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loud."

From the oven Jean takes
seven loaves of homemade
bread - the mouth watering
aroma is everywhere. Jennifer
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kinds of different thing!il I could
try."

At this point Jean's daughter
Jennifer comes in to start
helping with supper. "It 's about
time somebody wrote about
Random Island. It's a great
place but nobody knows much
about it", she claims. Jennifer
graduated from high school last
year and hopes to go either to
tbe College of Fisheries to study

':-----------------~~~~
US that was really interested.
sometimes Mom would really
let me get into it - I picked up
weaving from her ." Jean ex­
plains that although at the time
she wasn't that skilled at it. she
watched ber mother make
beautiful place mats for Jubilee
Guilds .

A native of Lady Cove. Jean
married Bill Adey and moved to
Weybrldge In 1951. '" had my
first three children before I took 1... 11
up wea ving again." says this
mother of five. "Mom gave me
her 100m when she decided to
stop weaving. I wove place mats
for Jubilee Guilds and then
NONIA. But In 1974 the
Department of Rura l
Development sent me to the
world craft exhibition called "In
Praise of Hands" , at the Ontario
Science Centre. Hector Taylor
from 51. Anthony. a soapstone
and ivory carver, DODna
Clouston and Colleen Lynch , as
goldsmiths, also went . "This is
really when I began to see the
possibility of working for myself
rather than for somebody else.
There I talked to all kinds of
weavers and you might say this
was the real beginning."

When she returned home,
Jean avidly read books on
weaving. She was fortu nate in
having Dorothy Reid Patey, an
accomplished weaver, living
next door who helped her set up
the loom and really get going.
Soon Jean was drawing her own
patt erns and producing original
designs. From there she per­
suaded several shops in St.
John's to carry her work . She
also met Jill Cam pbell. another
weaver , and the two started to
help one another.

From that point on. there was
no stopping Jean. She now owns
four looms and sometimes has
as many as seven wome n
working for her. She shows us
men's woollen scarves,
meticulously woven, and he r
Dew wine-colo ure d mats.

"I looked at some of the new
chinaware patterns and
designed these mats to com­
pliment the place settings. This
is just a beginning. There's all
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slices some and we aU gather
around the kitchen table .

"I never have time on my
hands," confesses Jean. "I'm
lucky though. my work is in my
own house and I don't have to go
out to work ." We call agree with
her because the day is one of the
coldest of the winter with high
winds making it almost Im­
possible to remain .. per­
pendicular.

Back all the subject of
weaving, Jean goes to great
lengths to make sure that her
wares keep to the highest
standard. "We get together and
talk over what we are doing and
I inspect the work from time to
time ." She rejects any work that
is flawed so that when people
buy her products under the
label, "Handwoven on Random
Island", they can be sure they

are getting first quality work.
"From time to time I have

given weaving demonstrations.
There was a time when I
couldn't throw a shuttle if
anyone was watching, but I soon
got over that," she laughs. "If
people had told me that I could
make a living at this when I first
started, I would have never
believed them ." But Jean is
making a living, and it is ap­
parent as she shows us her 100m
that she enjoys what she's doing.
She explains that the warp is
made up of the threads stret­
ched lengthwise on the loom and
the weft comprises the cross
threads woven into the warp to
make the web. While she makes
it look simple, as she deftly
throws the shuttle. it is obvious
to us that considerable skill and
care are required.

"I get my supplies frorn
Halifax, Quebec City an
Toronto," she explains, "And
sell my goods to the Cod Jigger,
S.O. Steele , The Weavery, The;
Salt Box and Creekside Crafts
a new shop recently opened at
Pippy Park. These businellst a
take my mer chandise and pay
within 30 days. Of course, I caD
always use additional outlets ,"
she confides . In addition, she
has 11 mainland outlets.

At this point Bill Adey, Je an'.
husband, comes in from ha Ving
been out cutting logs in tb
woods. "What's for supper?" be
asks, rubbing his hands to wan d
them . "It's pretty cold out there:
today ."

As we take our leave it occurs
to us that Jean 's fine woven
woollen scarves would certai~

seU on a day like this. II

Improving the community

Bernice and Gary Bailey with their children Shane and Jas on.

Gar y and Bernice Bailey
are a young couple who

live in Weybridge with their two
sons Jason, nine, and Shane, six
months. Natives of Random
Island, the couple met in grade
school and for a while lived in
Toronto. "I worked at Philco­
Ford making TV sets," says
Bernice, "but I found it lonely
there. It was hard to make
friends . I hated the houses on top
of each other in the city, and the
way the people didn't talk to
you. I became homesick. I'd
rather stay bere even if it is
difficult to make ends meet."

Gary and Bernice feel
themselves fortunate. Gary has
been able to find work every
year in the 10 years since tbeir
return. True, he cannot afford to
be choosey about jobs but then
he's a versatile man. He's been
a boatbuilder, eonstruetion
worker, bartender and a project
manager.

"I worked at Ciarenville
Shipyards for three years
building longliners," says Gary.
"I was probably the youngest
there cutting frames, planks,
everything, really . There were a

lot of people building then . Not
just anybody can build a boat. It
was sad when the program .
finished, but the boats were
taking a loss . But the building of
a longliner employed eight or
ten people , and whee she was
built she was employing another
five or six. The way I see it those
people are all on unemployment

or welfare now, so the govern­
ment 's paying them to do
nothing . Perhaps the loss wasn' t
so great after all."

Gary was project manager
last year for the PeUey Marin a ·
Playground project. The job raD
for over 30 weeks and at its peak
employed about 16 people. A
pond was dredged to a depth of



about 11 feet and connected to
the ocean by a can al that
requ ired two piers 180 feet long
bY10feet wide to suppor t it. The
mater ial dredged fro m tbe pond
was then used to build a
playground.

" The re was nothing there
when we started." explains
Gary. " We didn 't have much
money and I wondere d whether
we could do it . But we did . Of
course most people in this area
have got ideas about making
wbarves. As project man ager I
got to hire and fire people.
Tbat 's good and bad. It 's not a
job to be desired in a local area
where you know everyone."

Gary was pres ident of the
Weybridg e Local Imp rovement
Committ ee. ... was re ally the
start of it, " he admits . "MyseU
and a few other younger people
in the are a. We needed im­
provemen ts such as a com­
munity hall , but it was hard to
get people inte rested. Only five

Lady Cove andbeyond

or six turned up at the first
meeting, just enough to form a
committee."

Bernice, who is secretary to
the committee, agrees. "You
need to get behind people here,
or in front of them, and drag
them out. U's difficult to get
people to come to a meeting. I
suppose it was more common in
the old days to have meetings ­
possibly the only entertainment
then. Today people seem to have
many other things todo."

The committee purchased an
old , decayed school building
from the United Church and
then applied for a government
grant to renovate it . Their first
application to the Canada
Community Development
Projects (CCDP) program was
turned down, but the second one
to the New Employment Ex~

pansion Development (NEED)
program was successful. They
received a grant of $65,000which
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will give eight people em­
ployment for 26weeks .

Work should begin at the end
of March. U's a success for the
Weybridge Improvement
Committee, and as Gary adds ,
"Since this project came up with
a few dollars involved, a lot
more local people have become
interested."

On being asked what other
projects the committee would be
handling, Gary replies , "That's
for the committee to decide. I
suppose we could use better
water and sewerage, but that's
the sort of thing councils do and
a lot of people are living bere
just because we don' t have a
council, me included!

"Still, once we have a com­
munity hall we'll have
somewhere we can have regular
meetings. so perhaps we 'll be
able to accomplish even more
and get an even better eom ­
mlttee ." 11

From kindergarten to grade 12

L ocated on the highw ay be­
tween Hickm an 's Harbour

and Lad y Cove is the Random
Island Integra ted School.

"Now I would be quite an­
noyed if you were to write tha t
the school is loca ted at Hick­
man's Harb our ," warns prin­
cipal Austi n Mar ch , half­
seriously. " The scbool ser ves
the whole of Ra ndom Island and
is not just the Hickman' s Har ­
bour school. to Ther e are 419
pupils at the school this year
from kinderga rte n to grade 11,
but next year with gra de 12,
enrolment wUlbe about 4SO.

The teaching st aff is in favor
of the revised high school
program. U offers a wider
variety of courses and cures the
problem tha t Austin Mar ch had
..... of going off th is island before
be was old enough to have better
sense. " Therein lies a story in
lu. U.

" I was 16 years old and in the
big city for the first time in my
life , and I blew it! U was a
learning experience, both good
and bad. It was at the old
university on Parade Street and
there weren't the support
systems. Today they have
counsellors, first-year guidance
people and an experienced
professor who is your faculty
advisor ," explains Austin .

But Austin proved himself to
be resilient. He taught for three
years before going back to
Memorial. By a tedioul
process of alternately teaching
for a few years, then taking a
year off to study at Memorial, he
finally gained his B.A. in
Eduation in 1968.

To supplemeot his income
during his years at university ,
Austin worked two summers in Austin March, Principal



The busy library

Jeanette Pottle

The school is also brin ging in I

number of cour ses that are
part icularly suited to stu dents
who may go on to tr ades'
schools. There will be phy sical
science and others on such
subjects as electricity , clothing
and ty ping. Austin himself
teaches a course calle d Modern
Sex Education to the gra de 9
boys, and another called F amily
Living to gra de 11 as part of the
reorgan ized high school
progr am . The for mer cour se is
giv en with the full approval of
the parents and discusses such
topics as family structures,
puberty , reproduction,

.... r elationships from dating to
mar r iage, transmitted dise ases,
bir th control, etc. The course
will soon be obsolete because
fa mily life cours es have been
started from kinderga rte n to
grade five and will eventuall y be
ta ught thro ughout the system.

An inte resting project during
Education Week in 1974 was
carried out unde r the super­
vision of Mrs . Jeanette Pot tle.
Her grade 9 students in·
terviewed all of the 315 per­
manent households on the
island . At the time there was I
total population of IU9. "W e bad
a lot of fun doing it, but you musl
remember it was only a small
student project." says Jeanette
rather modestly. In fact, the
survey was quite detailed and
drew some interesting eon­
clusions. Fo r example. it
showed that Ran dom Isla nd's

are gradually getting them ." He
walks around the building where
we see a gym class in progress
and then we look in at the
library.

"Our vice -principal Eric King
also acts as career and guidance
counsellor. We try to help the
students plan their careers
wisely .

"There were plans that the
children would be bused to
Cia renville for high school but
the people got together and
decided that they would prefer
their children comp leted their
secondary education bere on the
island. So all grades are under
one roof."

Born in Lady Cove, Austin
says he has the best of both
worlds. He lives in his native
community and works in a
modern school. " We are still
lacking some facillUes but we

Labrador City, and two at
Churchill Falls. "I was ass ista nt
camp manager - there was no
camp manager," he laughs. "I
was there when Churchill Falls
was officially opened. I dido 't
get my degree in Labrador. but I
sure learned a lot." He moved to
the high school when it opened 10
years ago. He has been principal
since 1976. 1980he had earned a
Master's degree in education.
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