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to our subscribers

It is now one year since most of you decided to
pay to subscribe to Decks Awash. And we have
had a successful year. We now have 5711 paid
subscriptions. The user-pay principle has cer-
tainly worked. Along with our advertisers and
your support we have managed to publish with
minimal financial help from the University.

Again we need your help. Most of you have
subscribed for the same period; i.e., most
subscriptions will expire at the same time. If you
all wait until your expiry date to renew your
subscription, an interruption in your sub-
scription is likely.

We urge you now to check the expiry date on
your label — you will find it in the upper
righthand corner of your address label located

on the outside back cover. Most of you will find
that the expiry date is October 1983.

If you do not want to miss a single issue, please
renew now. Just simply fill out the attached
subscription card and mail it to us with your
cheque or money order.

Many of you have complete collections of
every issue of Decks Awash published since 1968.
Imagine the chagrin of the gentleman who called
the other day and said, “I'm barely civil today.
We moved, and my collection of Decks Awash
was thrown out in the process. And I had every
one, too.”

We appreciate your support over the last year.
Please renew now. Thank you.
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history

St. Anthony

t. Anthony has been so associated with Sir

Wilfred Grenfell that it is often forgotten
that the town had been a prosperous port for a
hundred years before Dr. Grenfell arrived in
1892. Modern development, however, could be
said to have begun with Grenfell.

During the 1700s English vessels from Devon
and Cornwall came in early summer to fish the
area off the White Bay coast where they con-
tinued until ber when bad her came.
The vessels returned to England in the fall, in
line with the official attitude of the English
government — permanent colonization was
actively discouraged and the Newfoundland
waters were treated as a source of cod and a
training ground for Britain’s Navy.

By the mid-1700s, French fishermen were also
plying the coast from Cape St. John to Cape
Norman each summer and in 1768 French
vessels from St. Malo and Granville used St.
Anthony as a summer base. The Treaty of
Utrecht in 1713 in clause 13 read:

... but it shall be allowed to the subjects of France to
catch fish, and to dry them on land, in that part only,
and in no other besides that, of the said island of New-
foundland, which stretches from the place called Cape
Bonavista to the northern point of the said island, and
from thence, running down the western side, reaches
as far as the place called Point Riche.

The Treaty of Paris in 1763 reconfirmed the
French fishing rights. The Napoleonic wars
caused the French fishery to decline until by 1802
only two vessels were using St. Anthony when
3,600 quintals of cod were harvested. Over the
next 15 years fishing activity by both French and
English was minimal.

At the end of hostilities in 1815, in St. Antoine,
as it was then known, the summer fishery again
enjoyed development, 3

In 1857, according to the official Newfoundland

— (Photo from souvenir album, St. Anthony, Newfound-
land, published by D.L. Moore, St. Anthony.)

census it had a resident population of 71 p
Of these, 41 were members of the Ch
England indicating that at least one half
settlers were of English descent. By 1869 i
were 21 families with a total of 134 people..
By 1870 several hundred vessels of “floal
were outfitted by ports in Bonavista, Trinity
Conception Bays to fish on the Labrador co
the summer. The secure harbor at St. Anth
became a regular port of call, both to pick up.
minute supplies on the way to the Labrador ¢
and on the return in the fall. This increases
activity brought merchants to the to
Moreover, the inshore fishery was
developing, thus forming the base for the e:
start of commercial activities at St. Anth
But population growth was slow for, according {
the Census of Newfoundland and Labrador
1891, total population was just 139. By that tim
Methodist school and church had been built, |
the next 10 years the population had increased
233, no doubt because of Dr. Grenfell’s choice ¢
St. Anthony for the hospital and mission.
Dr. Grenfell came first to Domino, Labrado
aboard the schooner Albert as the representati (
of the British Mission to the Deep Sea Fishers. Al
both a doctor and a missionary, his purpose wi
to alleviate the suffering in an area wh
beriberi, scurvy, tuberculosis, rickets,
malnutrition were prevalent. As his patie
were scattered along hundreds of miles of coast,
he spent summers on the Labrador coast
winters in St. Anthony where he could reacl
settlements in northern Newfoundland. Bj
winter 1893 a small wooden hospital had been
built with the help of local fishermen. Over the
years the International Grenfell Associatior
extended its medical and surgical services by
using hospital ships during the summer and
dogteams in winter.

Photo from m, St. A
published by D.L. Moora st Anlhuny No date
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Photo from souvenir album, St. Anthony, Newfoundland,
published by D.L. Moore, St. Anthony. No date — circa
19377

Medical needs were not the only aspects
served — a boarding school was established, as
were an orphanage and a handicraft department
as an outlet for local handicrafts. The Industrial
Department completed a slipway in 1928 where
mission boats could be put up for repairs. In
addition this slipway which could accommodate
ships of 500 tons was made available to local
shippers.

Another project was the Grenfell Memorial
Cooperative Society. There was a retail store
containing general foodstuffs, clothing, fur-
niture, fishing and marine equipment. There was
a fresh salmon packing and marketing co-op as
well.,

Dr. Grenfell was anxious to improve the diet of
the local people and to this end he started a 2%-
acre vegetable farm. As the growing season in
the area was quite short he built a hothouse so
that seeds could be planted long before the last
frost. A dairy farm was started and pigs were
also kept. During the period from 1911 to 1931,
Dr. Grenfell tried to introduce reindeer as a
source of meat. Three hundred animals were
brought from Lapland in 1911 along with some
Lapp families to train the local people in herding

Helcome
Back toSchool?
W

.. welcome back to the adventure
of learning . . . together we can
make this school-year one which
will make a difference in all your
coming years.

THE AND T TION

Photo from souvenir album, St. Anthony, Newfoundiand,
published by D.L. Moore, St. Anthony. No date — circa
19372

methods. The numbers increased to 1500 within a
few years, but the experiment was not fully
understood by the community, and dogs and
poachers soon reduced the reindeer and the
project failed. Harold Horwood wrote in his book
Newfoundland, that this experiment left two new
parasites that have plagued the Newfoundland
caribou ever since.

The harbor in St. Anthony is icebound from
December to April but ice problems have been
known in June. In June 1915, Dr. Grenfell
recorded serious frost which killed cabbage
plants in the IGA garden and caused the harbor
to freeze over. Furthermore, drifting ice floes in
May and June prevented fishermen from setting
nets as early as is customary in other areas of
the province.

By 1945 the population was 946 which had risen
to 1380 by 1951. The largest denomination
represented is Anglican, followed by members of
the Pentecostal faith and the United Church, and
there is a small number of Roman Catholics. The
large number of Anglicans probably stems from
the fact that Sir Wilfred was a staunch member
of the Church of England. In 1976, the population
was 2,987 and 3,107 in 1981. |
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St. Lunaire

ocated near Griquet near the tip of the
Great Northern Peninsula, St. Lunaire
depended on fishing for its livelihood.

According to the Census of Newfoundland in
1891, the population was 49. There were 18 males
catching and curing fish, 15 females curing.
There were 48 Methodists and one member of the
Church of England with one school that could
accommodate 50 pupils. The residents lived in 7
houses and raised 15 barrels of potatoes, 9 tons of
hay, had one cow, five other horned animals, 28
sheep and 12 fowl. From these figures one could

gather that resid were self- [
for the usual imports of flour, molasses,
There were 177 people in the community in
Recent census figures are combined for §f
Lunaire and Griquet.

From St. Lunaire Bay, stated in the F!
Report H.M.S. Fontane, Commander W.
Karslake, R.N., 1881:

9 families reside at Amelia Cove (located in St
Lunaire Bay), French seldom fish these shores; hawi
no stages erected. People now healthy have just
recovered from measles. Good sized river at the end
the Bay, also a lake; sea trout small and scarce.
complaints.

Griquet

n 1764 two Poole ships fished here with 64
men and 10 boats. Early records show that
the fourth letter in the name was written with
both a “q”’ and a “g"", but today's maps show the
name spelled Griquet. Sources on Griquet are
very sketchy and consist mainly of census
figures and unrelated incidents. A report
published in The Daily Colonist, St. John's, June
23, 1880 gave the following news from Griquet:
Our first mail by water arrived this day twelve-
month, and we are expecting a schooner along daily.
We understand that the steamer Falcon is at Grande
Vache with her main shaft broken; we do not know if
this report is true. There are four feet of snow lying on
the ground, although it is May, and five feet of ice in the
harbour. This is a very late spring. The month of June
will be here before the ice and snow are melted. There

are several families at Quirpon and Wady B
destitute of food; but there is no one ‘out’ in Griqu
yet. There is some drift ice outside, but nothing to sto
a steamer. There is a schooner at De Grat, she is goi
to Belle Isle to land a crew for the summer. She belong:
to Genge of Change Islands. We understand that
people of Current Island are starving. I am glad to
it mentioned in your paper that the steamers Cons [
and Volunteer are to circumnavigate the island eael
trip the coming season. What we want for- the
commodation of the people here is the cir-
cumnavigation of the island by the coastal boats. |
In 1891 there were 154 people at Griquet with 50 |
males catching and curing fish, and 33 females
curing fish. By 1941 there were 322 people and in
1951 there were 369. In 1976 in St. Lunaire- |
Griquet there were 921 people which had grown“
t0 1,010 by 1981.

Near Griquet.
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nse aux Meadows.

gl
Restored Norse hut at

L’Anse aux Meadows

he name L’Anse aux Meadows is a cor-

ruption of the  French L’Anse aux
Meduses meaning jellyfish bay. There is no
harbor but there is a stream flowing into the sea,
an area of pasture land and a small boat can be
beached there.

Generations of historians had tried to pinpoint
the location of the Viking settlement in the new
.|world, known as Vinland. It was thought that
because ““Vin" referred to grapes that the site
must have been somewhere farther south,
perhaps in New England. Some historians,
however, claimed that “Vin" in old Norse
|language could refer to grass. W.A. Munn, a
Newfoundland historian writing from Harbour
Grace in 1914, maintained that the Viking sagas
indicated that there must have been a Norse
settlement on the tip of the Northern Peninsula.
He urged archeologists to investigate but to no
avail. Finally, in 1960, Danish archeologist
Jorgen Meldgaard who had read Munn's ac-
count, investigated, but found nothing.
| The next year, Norwegian Helge Ingstad
searched in the same vicinity and found the first
authenticated Norse settlement ever discovered
in North America.

As far back as 986 it is thought that Bjarni
Herjulfesson driven off course en route from
Iceland to join his father in Greenland, sighted
unfamiliar coasts that may have been the L'Anse
aux Meadows area. In any case, Leif Ericsson,
son of Eric the Red, intrigued by Bjarni’s ac-
count, organized an expedition on which he
described a place where there was good grazing
ground, lumber and salmon.

Helge Ingstad with is wife, archeologist Anne
Stine Ingstad and scientist D. Kristjan Eldjarn
unearthed many interesting artifacts in the eight
buildings discovered. Items included a stone
lamp, iron rivets, a spindle whorl, a tiny stone
wheel and even a small fireplace lined with slate.
The largest house measured 70 by 55 feet and
contained five rooms and several fireplaces.
While it may never be possible to determine the

Near L'Anse aux Meadows.

exact identity of the early Norse or whether the
site was used as a year-round settlement, or as a
summer resid the finds indi ably prove
that the long ago Norse did use the site.

In 1968, the government of Canada declared
the site to be of historic significance and in 1977 it
was transferred to Parks Canada control as a
National Historic Park. In July 1980, the
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization of the United Nations (UNESCO)
designated it as a World Heritage Site, the first
cultural site in Canada to be so named.

Prior to the discovery in 1961 L’Anse aux
Meadows was a small community that was likely
founded by William Decker who had arrived in
Quirpon in 1835 possibly coming as a stowaway
on a British ship. He made his way to L'Anse aux
Meadows where he and his wife Catherine Pynn
were to raise 4 sons and 3 daughters. By 1911,
Charles Anderson from Makkovik who had been
one of Grenfell’s reindeer herders came to settle.
The Colbourne family came in 1951, the Hed-
dersons in 1958, and by 1978 there were 13
families in all with 62 people.

For the most part the people fished and ships
came to anchor to pick up salted cod. Fishermen
from other communities maintained summer
shacks there to participate in the migratory

Typical mud hut used during fioater fishery circa 1900.
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fishery. Cod was the only species caught and
other species were used mainly as bait. In 1924,
Edgar Burt from Twillingate built a cod oil
factory where workers were employed 16 hours
per day, 6 days a week and received around $2
per month for their labor. In 1930, Kenneth
Taylor from Raleigh built a cannery. Both of
these enterprises were to fail within a few years.

Sealing played an important part in the

economy and many people would come to
with families to hunt seals for about 2 week. T
men would usually pay for their lodging
seal pelt when they left. There was no lumi
in the immediate area but men often wei
Main Brook for woods work in the winter, By
the highroad was built connecting L’Anse
Meadows with other communities. With |
opening of the historic site the fishing h
declined.

Raleigh

R aleigh was formerly known as Ha Ha, and
some sources refer to it as Ha Ha Bay. But
the Royal Gazette published in 1914 noted that
the community of Ha Ha officially changed its
name to Raleigh after the H.M.S. Raleigh on
June 23, 1914. No official reason was given for the
change and one can but speculate as to the
reasons. Interestingly enough the Raleigh, a
British light cruiser of 9750 tons was shipwreck-
ed at Point Amour, near the entrance to Forteau
Bay in 1922,

There are three fine salmon rivers more or less
covered by weirs made of stones. No inhabitants could
be seen. The settlement is at Ha Ha across the isthmus
where four families reside. The cod fishing has been
very good there and several schooners lay at anchor in
the bay fishing. The French also fish in the neigh-

and arise the
parties. Some Newfoundlanders complained to me that
their nets had been cut and removed. I told them the
law and told them not to interfere with the French but
to go to Labrador where they could fish without
molestation. Immense quantities of eider duck breed in
Pistolet Bay.

Census figures for Ha Ha Bay in 1891 show that
there were 34 people living there. There were 14
males catching and curing fish, 14 females
curing fish, 4 fishermen who cultivated land, 11
members of the Church of England, 23
Methodists, and 3 children under the age of 15
who attended school.

Sawmill at Raleigh.

That year 48 barrels of potatoes were gro

the residents had 6 milch cows and 5 pigs an
also made 300 pounds of butter. The fishe
used 5 nets and seines along with one cod trap
produce 228 quintals of cod and 198 gallons of
oil, all for a total value of $1,032. At the sai
time there were 6 houses, 6 fishing rooms wi
acres of cultivated land. It appears that Ra

prevalent along the coast of the No
Peninsula at the time.

By 1935, the population had grown to 184,
1876, 333, and 1981, 373.

Cooks Harbour

C aptain James Cook is believed to have
named the community in 1764. J.C.
Beaglehole wrote that Cook used the harbour as
a place of anchorage while he surveyed and
charted the Newfoundland coastline. Like many
other communities on the tip of the Northern
Peninsula it was one of the last stops en route to
the Labrador fishery.

Both French and English used Cooks Harbour
to fish during the 1700s and 1800s, and it was
likely used as a fishing station. Located near the
annual seal migration it was a base for the land
seal hunt in the spring. Lovell’s Newfoundlana

-, Pk _
e Great Northern Peninsula.

Vo S
Near the tip of th
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Three French fishing rooms were reported in
operation at Cooks Harbour in 1858 with one ship,
ten boats and 65 men. It does not seem likely that
the French used the harbor after this, and the
1869 census reports that there were 43 people
living there. In 1876 there were about 15 English
schooners with a poor cod catch. Names of
fishermen were Granon, Kates, Lewis, Lock,
Longman, Macoy, Patey, Pilgrim, Portland,
Tracey and Warren. Both the Labrador fishery
and the inshore fishery provided a means of

livelihood. Families moved from other com-

_—
pirectory noted that a large number of seals had munities because the settlement had become a
peen caught there in 1871. supply depot and fish was brought there from

neighboring communities to be shipped to St.
John's.

By 1951, the population was 293. There were
two churches and a school and a number of
business establishments. By and large there was
little forestry and agriculture because it appears
early residents had stripped the land. Like many
communities it was accessible only by sea but
was linked to St. Anthony in the early 1970s when
a road was built. The town was incorporated in
1956 and in 1976 the population was 326, and 388 in
1981. ).

Green Island Cove

n the Newfoundland coast the area known

0 as the Straits stretches from Cape Norman
in the north to Ferolle Point in the south, about 70
miles in all. Many communities along the Straits
are very similar in outward appearance, the
people are basically from the same stock, de-
pend on the same way of making a living, and
have the same customs.

The first permanent settler was Thomas
Mitchelmore from Dartmount, Devon. Early
records show that in 1872 Thomas Mitchelmore
and Philip Coates were the principal residents
with a total population of 20. Philip Coates left to
settle in Eddie’s Cove. It appears likely that
Mitchelmore first came to the area around 1845.
The population grew to 38 by 1891, 89 in 1921, 104
in 1941, and 174 in 1961.

The entire area depended on fishing, hunting
and sealing, and in 1890 Green Island Cove had
six fishing crews realizing $972 for their cod,
herring and cod oil. In 1900, 625 quintals of cod
were cured and 370 gallons of cod oil produced
for a total value of $2,475. By 1910, eight fishing
crews had an income of $6,501.

Traditional methods of catching and drying
continued until the 1960s. Cod was dried on
beaches and sch s coll d it every fall.
Traditionally during late summer when their
own stocks and bait supplies were exhausted,
fishermen went to Labrador for two or three
weeks to supplement their incomes. While the
Newfoundland cod was dried, Labrador cod was
shipped green. Winter woods’ work was im-

Fishing stages.
portant until the IWA strike in 1959, indeed
fishing was less important than lumbering
during the '50s. After 1965, fish was sold fresh
and cod lost its supremacy to herring, and later
scallops. Residents grew a moderate amount of
root crops and kept some cattle.

By 1963 there was a CNT telephone available to
all residents who wanted to use it and dial phones
were installed in 1970. Electrical power was on
stream in 1970. Pat Mitchelmore wrote in a
student paper submitted in 1973 that a movie
theatre opened in 1971 and it was said, “.. to be
one of the last few places in the world where one
can see Hopalong Cassidy in all his glory." Also,
at the time there were four general stores there.

Sandy Cove

andy Cove located on the coast between

Flower's Cove and Green Island Cove was
Probably settled in the early 1800s. Since its
inception it was influenced by Flower’s Cove.
Largely a Church of England community, the
houses are located at the centre of the cove along
With fish stages and sheds. Residents used a trail
to Savage Cove. In 1874 there was a population of
18 which had grown to 115 by 1935. In 1954 there

were 30 families for 150 people. At that time
there was no post office and no electricity. There
was a one-room Anglican school for grades up to
six. Most residents fished in the summer and
worked in the woods in the winter. Families had
large gardens where they grew potatoes, cab-
bage, turnips and hay for their cattle. By 1971,
there was a population of 255, 1976, 281, and in
1981, 290,
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Flower’s Cove
by Jan Kennett

n the mid-1800’s, John Dempster, the

Labrador-born son of an English seaman,
crossed the 12-mile breadth of the Strait of Belle
Isle to settle at French Island Harbour, named
for the island used by the French for their
summer fishing operations. One mile east of this
harbour is the harbour of Flower's Cove.
Originally known as French Island Harbour,
today both communities comprise Flower’s
Cove.

In the year 1850, Henry Whelan, a Newfound-
lander from Brigus became the second to settle
the area. The brother of the successful sealer
William Whelan, Henry was a poor hand at
sealing. Disillusioned with the seal fishery, he
decided to investigate the rumours of cod
abounding in the Strait of Belle Isle. With his
family, followed by his friend John Carnell of
Catalina, Whelan set out for Savage Cove;
however, George Gaulton, the sole settler at that
time resisted his attempt. Gaulton evidently
enjoyed his solitude and argued that the addition
of two more families would overcrowd the
harbour. He drove the Whelan party down the
coast to French Island Harbour where they
settled and made their living as cod fishermen.

Along with the harshness of the sea and the
isolation, the fishermen of the 18th century also
faced competition with the French fishing brigs.
The Treaty of Utrecht in 1713 had granted the

why he wasn't fishing. Whelan answered that
was obeying orders not to fish, whereupon ¢
captain advised him to continue fishing
promised to be “below decks’” when Wh
brought in his catch in order to avoid witnes
this breach of the law.

Seven years after Whelan's hnding, th
population of French Island Harbour had in-
creased to 70 people. Workers were involved witl
the catching and curing of fish. By the late 180
three craftsmen and a merchant had joined
settlement and 44 of the 111 were engaged in
fishery.

As the only settlement with a me
Flower's Cove became known as the commerei
centre for the Straits. People from neighbo
settlements walked miles to buy provisions or |
call for mail, dog-sledding in winter as
were almost i The mail st p
in at Flower's Cove on its way to Labrador inla
spring, providing the isolated inhabitants
an important link to the rest of the island and
the families “back home"’.

By 1901 the residents of Flower's Cove h
added a school and three churches (Anglic:
Roman Catholic and Wesleyan) to the co
munity and the population of 138 included
school teacher and a clergyman. In prev
times the settlers of the Straits had to depend on
one another for the preservation of their relig
and culture, reciting what fragments of verse

French exclusive right to fish the Newfoundl

shore of the Straits during the summer fishery
and Newfoundlanders who infringed on these
rights risked prosecution. Although many set-
tlers had trouble with the French Shore rights,
an account by Whelan’s daughter in the summer
of 1853 suggests that Henry Whelan managed to
escape much of the summer hardship. According
to Miss Whelan's record, a French captain had
warned her father not to fish the French
territorial waters. The next day Whelan did not
go out and the captain, seeing this, asked him

— (Photo (rom m, St.

land, published by D.L. Moove St Anthony.. )

been over
ministering on the northern coast and Labradi
during his voyage at 1845 on the church s
Hawk. He received many requests to perfol
marriages for couples with several children
baptisms for adolescents. In 1849, he co
missioned Reverend Algernon Gifford to fou
the Anglican Mission of the Strait of Belle
Later, this Mission was re-established ir
Flower’s Cove where it now includes St. Bi
nabas Church.

St. Barnabas Church is known locally as

P gl ,e.}_‘.ig..uf
,& CE e ale . o

Photo from souvenir album, St. Anthony, Newfound!
published by D.L. Moore, St. Anthony.
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wgkin Boot” church. During the construction of
the building started in 1921, funds ran short
pefore the interior could be finished. The people
of Flower’s Cove had established a cottage in-
dustry making boots from seal skins and the
women of the Anglican Mission went to work

roducing 3000-4000 skin boots to aid the church.
with the additional funds they were able to pay
fully for the church building just four years after
jts com pletion.

On the of the 50th sary of the
puilding of St. Barnabas, Mrs. Lyddie Whalen
recalled: “People wasn't so thick then, but all of
us that lived along the Strait of Belle Isle figured
we needed a church. Trouble was, money wasn't
so thick either.”

There were 83 people engaged in fishing in 1900
until their livelihood was threatened in the
spring when the pack ice moved suddenly into
the Straits. Fishermen rushed to save their traps
and gear, and to take up what catch they could.
several vessels unable to get through to the north
were detained while all waited for the ice to
clear. An account from a resident at that time
expresses the concern of a community com-
pletely dependent on the short fishing season and
the unpredictable migration of the ice:

When the fishery commenced in this vicinity it
promised to be the best for the last twenty years, but
unfortunately just as the fish was beginning to trap the
jee came in and blocked the Straits filling up every
ereek and cove, forcing the people to take up their
traps. One trap at Anchor Point, when taken up, had 80
quintals in it. Some traps have from 150 quintals to 300
quintals, others have not done much and I fear there
will be hard times around this part of the island.

The Evening Telegram, June 186, 1900

The uncertainty of the fish supplies, diets
devoid of fresh vegetables and lack of medical

facilities contributed to ill-health among those on
the Straits. Canon J.T. Richards implored his
people to eat more herring for their vitamins.
The grim reality of the malnutrition and ill-
health that plagued the population came to light
during the First World War. Startlingly high
numbers of recruits, sometimes upwards of 50%
were rejected from the armed forces on the
grounds of ill-health, and the government of
Newfoundland went to work to remedy some of
the deficiences in the health care system., The
Grenfell Association had continued their work
throughout the coast and in 1920 established a
nursing station in Flower's Cove for the care of
the people. This nursing station has now evolved
into a cottage hospital.

The construction of the highway helped ease
the isolation and deprivation that the early
settlers of Flower’s Cove had endured. The land
was never suitable for agriculture and produced
only a few root vegetables.

In recent years Flower's Cove has developed
several service related industries. The Flower's
Cove Co-operative is the largest store in the area
and several service stations and restaurants
number among the local establishments; in the
1960s the construction of the hotel brought new
jobs to the community. In 1976, the population
was 436 and 459 in 1981.

The fishery remains an important industry in
Flower's Cove linking the present inhabitants
with the original settlers who struggled to stake
their claim among the French fishermen. The
names of these pioneer fishermen include Way,
Newcome, Larkins, McCarthy, Thistle, Carnell,
Rose, Whalen, Norman, Gallofren, Spence and
Patey. Their early perseverance is the heritage
of Flower's Cove and has ensured its future.

{Anchor Point

he small concealed harbour here con-

tributed to the community’s being the first
English settlement on the French Shore. Other
factors were its proximity to the Labrador Coast
and the annual seal migration. Also close by
Wwere salmon rivers.

First settler was Robert Bartlett, a British
seaman who around 1750 had been captured by
Indians in White Bay. He and a friend escaped
and made their way to Anchor Point. While the
friend returned to England, Bartlett sent for his
nephew Robert Genge from Yeovil in Somerset.
Bartlett also was to return to England eventually
but Robert Genge was joined by his brother
Abram. The settlers fished and hunted for furs.

By the 1820s the Genges were firmly
established at Anchor Point. They invented the
seal frame to catch seals in bulk off the coast. In
1843 it was reported that there were five fishing
establishments, Four of these were connected

Atanchor,
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with Jersey, Poole and St. John's but the fifth
was owned and operated by the Genges. While
there was trouble with the French, nonetheless
the Genges prospered. Bishop Feild, on his visit
to Anchor Point in 1848 noted that the land had
been developed by an industrious people and ..
the good things of both earth and sea nppurtclbonnd
In this locality, and to make it a fruitful and profitable
settlement.

In 1848 Bishop Feild consecrated the first
cemetery and the following year the first school
was built. For the most part schools along the St.
Barbe coast had difficulty retaining teachers
and quality of education remained a problem
over the next 100 years. There was an elemen-
tary school in 1961 but high school stud were

Flower's Cove had replaced Anchor Po
1900s as the centre for commercial, re
educational activities. !

1In 1873 the census reported that William Gy
with his wife and 8 children, along with
Genge md his wife were uving m the ¢
munity. Sealing had declined |
became less profitable until by the 1920s
lobster and herring fisheries accounted fo
greater livelihood.

There were 51 people in 1901, and by 1
were 120, in 1951 there were 611, in 1976
were 329, and in 1981 there were 368. Coi
with the fishery was winter woods work
d until 1957 when Bowaters curtail

bused to Flower's Cove. Today all students at-
tend school in Flower’s Cove. Indeed, with the
settling of other communities along the coast,

operations. Today, cod and scallops ar
important part of the commercial activ
Anchor Point.

Main Brook

ery little has been documented about Main

Brook but it appears that its history is
similar to that of Roddickton except that the
original settlers came to fish and trap. But the
timber stands in the area soon found fishermen
turning into lumbermen. By 1941 there were 60
people living at Main Brook.

In 1944, 1500 cords of pulpwood were cut by
Pomroy and Penney for Bowaters who had set up
operations at Main Brook with facilities that
included five duplex apartments, offices,
machine and carpenter shops, two warehouses, a
retail store and garage. By 1951 the population

had grown to 455. s
The community flourished during the next
years and the town became totally commi
lumbering, and fishing skills were now forgo
By 1961, the milling included deba
producing even more jobs. But this pro:
waned, due to softening markets and adv:
technology, and Bowaters closed down in
By 1976, there were approximately 551 p
with 150 in the work force and 26% unempl
In 1980, 36 residents left to seek work elsew!
The 1981 census shows there were then
people.

Roddickton

t Roddickton in 1904 Sir Wilfred Grenfell

employed a few men from Englee to build
a sailing vessel at the site. The boat was largely
financed by Roddick, a wealthy American and
since that time the town has been known as
Roddickton. Another source reports that the
town was named after Sir Thomas Roddick, a
medical doctor from Harbour Grace. There were
no settlers then and the only buildings were the
sawmill that provided material for the boat and
the bunkhouse and cookhouse the men used.

In 1906 Dr. Grenfell reopened the mill to saw
lumber and the first settlers came from Englee
and Wild Cove. The earliest settlers were George
Reid, Joseph Bushey, Richard Johnson and
Kenneth Adams for a total population of 16 with
their families. Dr. Grenfell had 12 acres cleared
and Kenneth Adams grew root crops for the St,
Anthony hospital. By 1921 the population had
dwindled to 8, the following year Sir Wilfred
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closed the mill, and the small settlement
disappeared.

By 1928, John Reeves, a fish merchant at
Englee, started a logging and lumbering
operation and Kenneth Adams and George Reid
jmmediately moved back to their former
dwellings to become the first two men to be
hired to cut wood. Settlers came from Englee,
wild Cove, Canada Harbour, Conche and Green
Bay areas. Wages ranged from $1.20 per cord of
wood, to $2 - $2.50 for 1000 feet of lumber at the
mill, to 8¢ - 12¢ per hour to load lumber aboard
ships which took the lumber to St. John’s and
Nova Scotia.

John Reeves opened the first store in 1928. For
the most part the lumbermen received goods as
payment for their work. Until 1835 there were no
medical facilities and a trip to the Grenfell
Mission at St. Anthony by dogteam took four
days in good weather and was known to take up
to 16 days in bad weather.

The population stood at 56 in 1935, and Saun-
ders and Howell from Carbonear replaced John
Reeves Limited. They increased wages, brought
in nurses and were producing 5,000,000 running
feet of lumber annually. R

In 1937, the United Church built the first
school, Pentecostal and United churches were
built in 1939, a Salvation Army Citadel in 1940,
and an Apostolic Church in 1943. The oldest
tombstone in the graveyard is that of Silas

¢ Penney, December 28, 1939. By 1945 there were

548 people of whom 162 were members of the
Pentecostal faith, 128 Apostolic, 98 Salvation
Army, 116 United Church, 24 Anglican and 19
Roman Catholic. The first public road was built
in 1849 and the first truck came in 1950.

In the summer of 1945 there were 10 salmon
nets, 8 herring seines and a number of fishing
stages, for a value of production of $6945. Using
the Grenfell Mission farmland, 1602 bushels of
potatoes, 201 bls. of turnips, 8,475 Ibs. of cabbage
were produced. There were 23 sheep, 240 hens
and 368 dogs (kept mainly for work in the
woods).

Saunders and Howell ceased operation in 1945
but men remained employed because Bowaters
had started operating out of Main Brook (30
miles away) and were cutting wood near Rod-
dickton. By 1958 Chester Dawe Limited of St.
John's set up a woods operation together with a
finished board planing mill. When the operation
was at its peak men were brought in from other
Northern Peninsula communities to work. As
many as five ships were loaded with lumber. In
recent years, with uncertain markets and high
production costs the operation has lagged con-
siderably. Population grew from 1,185 in 1961 to
1234 in 1971 and had declined to 1142 by 1981.

Since 1976 unemployment has been a problem,
but new energies with the possible revival of the
woods’ operation along with the building of a new
crab plant hold promise for the future. m

Englee

he second largest settlement on the French

Shore, Englee is known to have been fre-
quented by the Beothucks. The first permanent
settler is believed to have been a James Dunn
who arrived sometime between 1820 and 1830.
Also, during this period came a George Clothier
and hy 1873 there were 94 inhabitants. The
grew with 242 in 1901, 415 in 1921, 611

in 1951, 802 in 1961 and 1050 in 1971.

The main occupation has always been the
inshore fishery although at one time there was

Englee, circa 1900.

some shipbuilding. In 1857 (pop. 51) there were
14 people catching and curing fish, with five
fishing rooms and one vessel. There were 25
large boats (4 - 16 quintals capacity) and 74 nets
and seines. Some 291 quintals of cod were cured,
8 quintals salmon and some cod oil. The com-
munity grew steadily and by 1921 there were 204
fishing with 124 boats and 37 fishing rooms for a
total value of fish produced at $24,152. In 1973
included cod, sal mackerel and
herring.
Early businesses in the town were John

Photo from souvenir album, St. Anthony, Newfoundland,
published by D.L. Moore, St. Anthony.
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Reeves Limited and the Englee Cooperative
(part of the International Grenfell Association).
In 1951 the IGA set up a nursing station with
nurse Joan Smith of England in charge.

The French carried out fishing operations in
the 1860s and 1870s. Most settlers, however,
came between 1870 and 1890. Families grew their
own vegetables and also kept sheep and cattle.

Sometime during the late 1880s the first fishing
establishment was started by Baxter Crocker
and was still operating in 1980 as John Reeves
Limited. For a time there was a branch of the St.
Anthony cooperative. Large salmon were sold
chilled and small salmon under six pounds were
pickled. In 1952 the Daphne Phyliss, (a coll
boat) went once every six days to Sydney with
800 cases of salmon per trip.

Another company, Canada Bay Cold Storage
Company Limited, began a frozen cod and fresh
salmon operation and was later taken over by
the Lake Group Limited. A marine centre has
recently been established and the fishery is still
the main means of livelihood.

A school was built in 1900 with an enrolment of
25 and by 1979 there were 305 in school. The first

dabmdor fiaking choomeys Al s X
- lesisnd Coxir, 5 triien bl»tm

Hlndwmlnq is Sir Wilfred Grenfell's. From the Arcl
Centre for Studies, M

U niversity.

churches were the Church of England
Wesleyan. Today, there are churches of ¢
United Church, Pentecostal Assembli
Apostolic Faith and Roman Catholic. In
there were 989 people, and in 1981, 998.
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~and two nurses. He

~ Bayinan to allevi
“dependence on the “‘truck system’’ whereby
_ the marchant outfitted the fishermen in the
~ spring for the fishery and accepted fish as

payment for supplies in the fall. He believed
~ that the appalling conditions were the direct
~ result of the system.
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ir Wilfred Grenfell

n 28 February 1865, Wilfred Grenfell was
born to the Reverend and Mrs. Algeron
Grenfell at Parkgate, Wales. In 1883 he was

~ admitted to the London Hospital Medical
~ School. Influenced by the

American
Evangelist Dwight L. Moody, he decided to

- commit his life to missionary work. Affer

graduation in 1888, he joined the Mission to

_ Deep Sea Fishermen which provided medical
- and missionary services to fishermen.

He first arrived in Newfoundland aboard
the mission ship Albert to look at conditions in
the Labrador fishery. Discovering the
prevalent poverty and disease both among the
fishermen and residents of the area, he

- returned the following year wlth two docton
d to

Labrador coast. In need of funds to finance his
ventures, he spent winters at St. Anthony and
conducted summer fund-raising tours in
Canada and the United States. During one
such tour he married Anne Elizabeth Caldwell
MacClanahan of Chicago in 1909. The Mission
did not approve of his activities in
cooperatives, local crafts and fund-raising.
By 1912 this had led to the formation of the
International 1 A iati with
headquarters in the US. The IGA was to
control the Mission’s North American
operations.

By 1914 over 6000 pauzm reeclved trut-
ment a as

ed four hospitals and six
on the N dl and

hospital at Battle Harbour with the help of the

Newfoundland government. By 1895, he had
established a fishermen's cooperative at Red
the fish 's

He opened a new hospital at St. Anthony in
1905 and continued his work with cooperatives

~ until by 1909 there were eight along the

e y .l“\.\‘

Labrador coasts, Emphasis shifted from the
religious role of the Mission to the medical
services. By 1927 Wilfred Grenfell had raised
sufficient funds to build 2 modern hospital at
St. Anthony and by 1928 he was knighted for
his efforts. Having suffered an number of
heart attacks after 1925, Sir Wilfred made his
last trip to Labrador in 1932. He and his wife
retired to Vermont in 1935. In 1839 he paid a
social mu to Labrador and northern New-
foundland and died 9 1840, His ashes
and those of his wife who had predeceased
him two years previously are urhd,lt St.

Anthony. ‘ A

Grenfell House

Sir Wiifred Grenfell
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St. Anthony

he town hall at St.

Anthony is a large, cor-
rugated steel building and ap-
pears to be a cross between a
warehouse and a fire hall. This
is exactly what it is.

“We had a fire in 1975,"" ex-
plains Town Manager Wes Biles.
“An arsonist burned down the
fire hall and the town hall which
were in one building. We were
building this warehouse here at
the time, so when it was finished
we moved in.”

A new town hall, however, is
rapidly rising, sphinx-like from
the ashes of the old. The first
floor will house the council
chamber and offices. The
second floor will hold the library
and archives if council can raise
the funds.

White-haired Wes is wearing
dark glasses against the sun. His
office is one where people are
always pinning maps on the
wall, generally on top of old
ones. He answers the phone a lot
and we get the impression that
he is conducting a grand sym-
phony at a distance. Wes spins
around in his chair to give us a
description of the town.

“St.  Anthony was in-
corporated on July 18, 1945, and
has had a mayor and council
since then. Present population is
3,107, but we have a lot of
commuters working at the fish
plant and hospital, so the
daytime population is much
larger.”

The fish plant employs 600 at
peak, and the hospital about 350
year round. The fish plant was to
have closed last year but was

the area today

Management to the fore

Wes Biles

instead leased to the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation which ran it
successfully for the season. Why
did it work so well?

“Because the chips were
down,"” says Wes. “There was a
change in attitude. A key man,

The temporary town hall with its new replacement on the right.

John Hillier, was sent dow
from the Saltfish Corporatie
and he laid down administratiy
guidelines. The
turned around the operatio
side, not the capital investm
side, mind you, turned it fro;
red to black in one ye:
Everything went like a we
oiled machine.”

Wes hopes the Kirby T
Force recommendations that
Anthony and the entire are;
north of the 50th parallel
administered by the Canadi:
Saltfish Corporation, will
implemented. To achieve l;'m
will require cooperation.
will have to be spread mo:
evenly between processing |
plants and the marketing of the |
final product carefully con- |
trolled.

“This agency — whatever it is i
called — would control markets, |
prevent gluts, and keep the price|
up.” |
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Wes sees the need for mass
storage of fish to even out supply
peaks. He suggests huge freezer
warehouses, say a dozen or so
Jocated at strategic points in
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia.

“You need to run the fishery
like a farmer’s market board,"”
says Wes. ‘“‘Control the fellow
who's trying to make a fast buck
by unloading fish on the market.
1f the market demand is not
enough to keep the price up,
dumping fish in the market just
depresses the price. You should
supply according to demand.”

The town looks reasonably
prosperous. It has a shopping
mall, several motels, the roads
are paved and 52 houses are
under construction in a new sub-
division. Approval was given
this year for a new airport, but it
will be 27 miles from town. The
old one is only 15 miles away.
The new airport with 45,000-ft.
runways will enable larger
aircraft to serve the Peninsula
and Labrador. At present

Labrador Airways flies 20-
seater aircraft out of St. An-
thony. The airport is central to
the town’s plans for attracting
industry, particularly oil-
related industries where the
rapid movement of equipment
and personnel is essential.

Work is also underway on a
new brochure. “If you don't
advertise your town, nobody will
know what you have. Look at
what advertising did for the seal
hunt. I know a lot of it was
negative, but it put us on the
map and can get the
fishermen to advertise their side
too."”

Compared to some Newfound-
land communities, St. Anthony
is fairly prosperous.

“We are not debt-free as a
town,” says Wes. “But we can
meet our obligations. We don’t
need help with subsidies on debt
charges. The secret is that you
must live within your budget.

Spend more and you are in
trouble.”

Where does a man like Wes
Biles get the experience to run a
town?

Wes joined the navy at 18
during World War II and served
both on a submarine and an
aircraft carrier. At war’s end he
took up commercial fishing,
then abandoned that for making
sails and selling dry goods. He
has built radar stations as a
contractor to the United States
Air Force and worked as a site
superi d for Canadi
Marconi and later IT and T. By
1973 he had a wealth of ex-
perience, at least enough to take
on the job of town manager. Was
it a challenge?

“Yes, it was,” admits Wes.
““As superintendent of a site you
have to have a knowledge of
power production and heat
generation, refrigeration, water
and sewers — things like that.
This is the same thing, but on a
larger scale.”

Getting down to the task

fyouclimb the hill behind

the hopsital in St. An-
thony, you will be rewarded by a
spectacular view of the town.
There are a number of brass pla-
ques set in the hillside, one of
them in memory of the late Sir
Wilfred Grenfell.

Descending the hill Decks
Awash came across a large, old
green house which had been
‘‘hastily built between June and
November of 1909 by Wilfred
Grenfell.” Grenfell was/in a
hurry to provide shelter for his
new bride, Anne Elizabeth
MacClanahan. This was the
Grenfell home for many years
and now is being restored by
local carpenter Norm Rumboldt
under the auspices of the
provincial Department of
Tourism at a cost of $250,000.

Norm, who came from Mary’s
Harbour, Labrador, 15 years
ago, was working alone when we

Norm Rumboldt
dropped by. Restoration has

been continuing under his
supervision the last two-and-a-
half years.

“There’s only myself now. I
had two carpenters and two
laborers but they were laid off in
November.

“When I came here all the old
doors were gone and new

modern doors had been put up,”
says Norm as he points to one of
the panelled doors he has made.
“There was only one door with a
set of original hinges. I sent the
hinge away and had some more
made up the same pattern and I
built 18 doors to replace the
modern ones.”

The house has undergone
many structural changes. For
example, the Grenfells were not
satisfied with the original design
and by 1912 had completed
major changes including a
surrounding * sunporch. The
house is being restored to its late
1920s condition because the
period represents the height of
family household activity and
because a wealth of descriptive
literature of the house exists
from that period.

When Norm started
restoration the house bore little
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resemblance to its original
state. “There was carpet on the
floors everywhere, but Grenfell
had no carpet,” says Norm.
“Grenfell had no floor covering
whatever. He just had a couple
of rag mats in the dining room.
The rest was varnished wood.”

Norm has restored the sun-
porch, dining room, living room
and hallways, and the stairwell
on the first floor. The kitchen,
maid’s room, and scullery have
been opened into one large room
to produce a lecture room and
part of Grenfell’s original study
is being used as a service kit-
chen.

It looks like a lot of work, and
it is. In addition to reglazing the
sunporch Norm has fitted new
moldings about doorways and
covered the walls with purple
burlap. Inside, he has placed
thin, dark-stained pine strips
over the ceilings and papered
walls using the patterns that
Grenfell used. The effect is
simple and spacious.

On the second floor the master
bedroom and guest room have
been restored, but two public
washrooms have been sub-
stituted for Lady Grenfell's
original bedroom. The two north
bedrooms will be turned into an
archive for the Sir Wilfred
Grenfell Historical Society. The
third floor has been converted
into a caretaker’'s apartment.

Norm admits to having
worked on bigger jobs, but none
as interesting. Trying to finish a
large project alone might daunt
some, but not Norm.

“When you got plenty of work
to do you set your mind on one
thing and you go on ahead and
do it. When I started I put on all
the burlap on the walls, then I
went right through with the
moldings, then baseboards, and
now I'm doing the doors.”

The house was originally
heated with steam carried
through pipes from the hospital
but these have been replaced by
electric baseboard radiation. It

is hoped that the pipes leading to
the house will eventually be
removed.

If you are in St. Anthony, the
Grenfell House is worth a visit,

and you are sure to be
pressed by the fine job
Norm Rumboldt has done
returning the house to its forn
state. \

The restored sunporch
AN

with burlap covered walls.
2 R

Grenfell House
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ack Rowe, 36, is the

youthful looking manager
of the Fishery Products plant in
st. Anthony. A native of Burin,
he worked at the Marystown
plant for 12 years before moving
to St. Anthony five years ago.

The St. Anthony plant plays an
jmportant role in the local
economy employing as many as
600 plant workers at the height
of the inshore season. In ad-
dition, it buys fish from ap-
proximately 1,000 fishermen,
mostly inshore fishermen from
communities around the nor-
thern tip of the peninsula,
although in spring it takes fish
from as far south as Port aux
Choix.

“The original plant here was
owned by Job's and built in
1943, says Jack. “That burned
in 1957 then was rebuilt and
reopened in 1961. Fishery
Products took it over in about
1953."”

The plant has been in con-
tinuous operation since,
although last year the Canadian
Saltfish Corporation leased the
plant and ran it successfully
after Fishery Products decided
not to operate it. The Saltfish
Corporation’s tenure has been
described in the press as a
model of cooperation between
management, employees and
Union, showing increases in
both production and profits.
Michael Kirby has claimed that
the 1982 operation was a vin-
dication of the practices ad-
vocated in the Kirby report for
making fish plants profitable,
that the St. Anthony plant was
turned around from a losing
concern to one showing a slight
profit.

Jack Rowe was not able to
pass comment on this and it may
be the question of profits is one
best argued by accountants.
However, we were interested to
determine whether the excellent
relationship between manage-
ment and workers was continu-
ing this year.

First priority: top quality

Jack Rowe

“Oh, yes,” affirms Jack. “The
plant workers are keen to go on
working. They are very good
and I am quite pleased by their
attitude. I think they realize that
they have to keep it up. You
have to do the same thing year
‘after year to make it work.

“Using two 8-hour shifts, our
capacity is 350,000 Ibs. a day and
although it varies, that can be up
to 75% premium packs. That's
higher than it has been

previously. It is the result of a
number of changes, some that
have been going on for the past
four or five years.

“One thing that’s changed has
been the methods of handling

fish on this part of the peninsula.

We have these government

inspected insulated containers

which fishermen bring their fish

to. It's iced in and brought to the

plant. The fish is stored in that
tainer until it is pr d

““Then a lot of money has been
spent on the plant in the last four
or five years. We've improved
our ice-making abilities with a
new rake system. We can
produce about 125 tons a day and
we can use every bit of it in the
summer. We have seven or eight
buyers around the coast picking
up fish and needing ice. We put
ice aboard some fishermen’s
boats — longliners and draggers
in particular.

““The new part of the plant was
opened in 1979 and we installed a
couple of Baader 192 filleting
machines which are pretty well
the latest in filleting machines.
It's a lot of small things, but it
all adds up.”

Jack mentions a special
Norwegian-type longliner that
the provincial government is
using for experimental pur-
poses. It had just unloaded its
catch at the St. Anthony fish
plant.

It's called the Glen Cova. It
was a side trawler and was
converted into a longliner. It's a
slower process, not the same as
dragging, but the fish is the best
quality and it’s bled and gutted
before it gets here. So far this
fish has been six days old or less.
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The boat carries 100,000 or
115,000 pounds loaded and for
our own information we try to
keep it separate for processing,
but we don’t separate it in the
storage rooms. It all goes
together as one product because
regardless of where the fish
comes from it has to meet
certain specifications.”

The Kirby Report mentions

the need for Canadian
processors to gain entry into the
U.S. white tablecloth restaurant
market which now is dominated
by Norwegian and Icelandic
suppliers. One quality American
buyer specifically mentioned is
the Long John Silver chain.

“We are selling to that
market,” says Jack. “Fishery

Products has two or three of

their plants packing a spee
product and I think one is ¢
Long John Silver product, a to
quality line. At this plant wq
have only started packing fg

that product this year, but
Fishery Products has had a
American market of top quali
products for a long time, and |
are doing everything possible
produce top quality.

Doug Pilgrim looks cheerful
and relaxed in his office,
as well he might be. It is the last
day of term and as principal of
St. Anthony’s only elementary
school he has just waved good-
bye to his 494 pupils and 25 staff
members, off to enjoy their sum-
mer break.

The present school, built in
1974, is an amalgamation of
several smaller schools which
once existed in the town. When
in operation only a year, it was
badly burned in 1975.

“It was the same fellow who
burned down the town hall,”
says Doug. “A fellow from St.
John’s. So we’ll be watching
you, while you're around. You
be careful!” We solemnly
promised. Nevertheless, a
power transformer next to our
motel went up in flames struck
by lightning, and later at Pond
Cove the hydro station was
knocked out also by lightning
while we were visiting. But
we're not to blame, hel

Times are changing

One of .the school's primary
concerns is the new grade 12.
The St. Anthony School Board,
facing a declining birthrate and
hence lower school enrolments
in the future, was reluctant to
build extra classrooms onto the
high school to accommodate an
extra grade. Instead, the staff of
the elementary school have
graciously given up their staff
room to accommodate grade 7
thus freeing up extra rooms in
the high school.

“This will make our
enrolment 560 next year,” says
Doug. ‘“We have one extra

Doug Piigrim
teacher, but cl are bigger;
30 to 35 students.”

Doug is pleased to add the
school has just managed to hire
its first full-time music teacher.

“From K to 3, the little kids
really like to sing, and they can
at that age. When they get to
grades 4, 5, and 6, the boys won’t
go for it. They think it’s sissy.
Last Christmas we put on two
programs with skits and music.
One for the primary, the other
for the elementary, and we
came up Wwith over $9,000. That
really helps us out with the
extras, especially when the

School Board is finding it dif-

ficult to get funds. {
“We have few discipli
probl Our relationshi
the students is excellent and
keep in close contact with
parents. Every once in a wh
we remind them that it is th
school. You don’t come in oni
or twice a year; you come in 3
time. That way if there are
problems with your child we can
get at them. Without a good
parent-teacher rapport your
education system is in trouble.
““A few parents never visit an
their children show that. Some
parents feel that if the child|
fails, it's a reflection on them
They ask, did they fail too?"”
Perhaps if a child is not doing
well the parents should be fin-
ding out why from the teacher?
“It doesn’t work that way,” |
replies Doug. “Usually the fil
parent in to see the teachers |
those whose kids get the 90s. |
Maybe the parents need a boost |
too. They come in and get
verbal pat on the back, and I
guess that’s good too."”
Doug, a native of St. Anthony, |
taught for some years in
Labrador. In the ’50s he taught
at English Point in Forteau Bay. |
“There were no roads. People |
use dogteams to get around.|
Everyone was a friend; there
were no strangers. We didn’t
come home at Christmas —

hospitality was amazing.

“Things have changed in St.
Anthony with the progress.
People used to come and help
without being asked. Today
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