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Will she be able to
find a job in 2001 A.D.?

The teachers of
Newfoundland
and Labrador
hope so.

2001 will be a
world of endless
variables, of
ever-increasing
change —

a world where
information will be

the most important -

commodity. If
our children are
to find a place

in that world
they must have
the best education
possible.

Or, in 2001 A.D.,
will Newfoundland
and Labrador still
be importing
management and
exporting

labour?

Something to think about, from

@ The Newfoundland Teachers Association
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lifi§awash

Volume 12, Number 6, November-December 1983

to our subscribers

Many thanks to all of you. Again you have done
it! Not only have you renewed your subscriptions
but you also have sent gifts to your friends and
relatives. Decks Awash can continue publishing,
and with your help we hope to grow.

This is the seventh issue of the magazine since’

we started on a user-pay basis. It has been a very
rewarding experience to discover that people are
willing to pay for what they had received free for
many years. Our purpose is to provide well
researched, unbiased and interesting in-
formation on to

landers, If there are topics you would hke to see
covered, or areas of the province you would like
us to visit, please let us know. Next time we will
be featuring a special section of wildlife con-
servation and we have plans in the future to visit
the Burin Peninsula, Burgeo and the Clode Sound

Meanwhile, let us all take time to rejoice
during this holiday season.

And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night.

And, lo.m“‘aldmurdunemnm

and the glory of the Lord shone round about them;
and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for

behold, IMuyou[wdudluldmauoy.

which shall be to all people.

For unto you is bora this day in the city of David,

A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

To all of you a merry Christmas and a happy
and prosperous New Year.
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A Message from
the Provincial Minister
of Fisheries

Once again the time is upon us to reflect on the year past and to look for-
ward to the year ahead.

1983 was a year of mixed returns in our fishery. We continued to experience
some of the recurring structural problems and some areas of our province
were adversely affected by low levels of inshore landings. However, at the
same time, we took a major step forward to resolving the problems that faced
our offshore sector. That step was, of course, the signing of the federal-
provincial agreement for restructuring of the deepsea fishery.

This was undoubltedly the most significant event to occur in our fishery in
some time; significant not only in terms of the specific clauses in the
agreement but, most importantly, in its signal of cooperation for the two
levels of government to work together to develop our fishing industry. In fact
it is because of this cooperation that | am looking forward with a fair degree
of optimism to 1984 as a year in which we will continue to progress towards
the bright future that our fishery holds.

As your provincial Minister of Fisheries it was again a pleasure for me to
have met and worked with many of you towards resolving your concerns
related to our fishery. | am looking forward to having the opportunity to do
more of the same in 1984. We have a common goal and | am confident that if
we all work together we will be successful in reaching that goal.

At this time, on behalf of my staff and my family, | would like to extend to
you and yours best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and for many happy
returns in the year ahead.

Hon. Jim Morgan, M.H.A.
Minister of Fisheries
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history

Carmanville

ariously known as Western Arm and Rocky Bay

in its early history, Carmanville received its
present name in June 1906 in honor of the Reverend
Albert Carman (1833-1917), the General Superin-
tendent of the Methodist Church of Canada. This was
an appropriate acknowledgement of the role played by
the Methodist Church in settling the region.

Early census reports show a rapid increase in
population to 171 in 1884, when over half the residents
were directly engaged in fishing. Cod, salmon and
caplin were all important and that year’s census also
lists 344 seals taken. Farming was also important with
sheep and pigs the most common domestic lnh.nlll in
the early days of 1 By 1891 the
had increased to 296 on both sides of Western Arm and
there were two lobster canning factories in the com-
munity. Sealing had by then lost its prominence in the
local economy, but the Labrador fishery continued to
provide substantial income, both directly in the sale of
cod and cod oil, and indirectly in the building of
schooners and decked inshore boats. The hospital boat
Bonnie Nell I was also built in Carmanville and used
by the Notre Dame Bay Memorial Hospital at
Twillingate.

Farming was associated with Western Arm from the
first days of settlement and reached a peak around
1900, when the population was swelled with those
engaged in the Labrador fishery, lobster canning and
logging. Sheep and poultry were raised by many local
families, together with smaller numbers of horses,
cattle, pigs and goats. It was no accident that the
popular ballad Aunt Martha's Sheep was penned by
Ellis Coles in Carmanville.

When logging increased in importance in the early
1900s many residents left the fisheries to work in the
woods and in the sawmills. Three local sawmills em-
ployed 15 people in 1911, and 35 by 1921, and the

i

United Church, Carmanville.

better road system. This was achieved in the early
1960s, but the results have been mixed. Coastal |
steamers and passenger boats made trips to|
Lewisporte on a regular basis and ensured that it
remained the supply centre for the whole region. The

raised the ion of
Carmanville and Carmanville South to 686 by 1921.
About a quarter of the population were engaged in
various aspects of the fishery and the local school had
nearly 100 pupils. The relative prosperity was reflected
in the fact that there were 3 teachers, 2 doctors, 3
merchants, 4 farmers, 2 government employees, 2
mechanics and a storekeeper listed among the com-
munity’s residents.

The community changed very little over the next 40
years, with logging and lumbering the major focus of
activity with fishing an important sideline for many.
Horses were the main method of transporting logs to
the sawmills and most families owned one. As late as
1962, Bowater was still looking at the area as a base Inr
Several factors
reduce C 's as a
centre and caused a return w the fishery.

of

in Grand Falls
and the devastation of most of the area’s standing
timber in the 1961 fire left a permanent mark on the
town’s economy. Ironically, the third factor was a
direct result of the town's incorporation on March 29,
1955. Incorporation had been supported in the hope of a

P of a direct road link to Gander of a little over
40 miles meant that local stores no longer found it
profitable or necessary to carry the wide range of |
supplies and materials that had been available in the
past. The road link also prevented the setting up of any
local industries to provide employment. A sea link to
Fogo Island has recently been discontinued now that
the ferry terminal has been moved to Farewell.

Sawmills continued to operate in the area into the
1970s and were very active after the spruce budworm
infestations of the late 1970s and early 1980s when
mature timber was harvested as quickly as possible.
This activity was shortlived, however, and there are
now only a few small family sawmills and one seasonal
pulpwood operation on the outskirts of town.

When the fresh lobster market opened in the 1950s
many people returned to fishing on a full-time or part-
time basis. Nevertheless, even today, only a small
proportion of the 1000 or so residents are engaged in the
various fisheries. There are 15 full-time and 30 part-
time fishermen who operate 2 longliners and 35 out-
boards from the twin:.communities. Lobster and
salmon provide the bulk of the local catch, with cod,
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herring and squid important seasonally. Fishermen in
the community sell to Englets in Musgrave Harbour,
Notre Dame Fisheries in Comfort Cove and Hopkins in

Frederickton. There are no fishplants in the immediate
area, although there have been fish-packing operations
in the past.

Carmanville South

Carmanville South is merged with its larger neigh-
bour Carmanville on the opposite shore of Western
Arm, but it retains its own identity and a sense of in-
dependence. Settlement of the area began in Car-
manville South when John Day landed with his wife
and her two children in 1826,

It appears that for nearly half a century the Day
family had things very much their own way in the area.
John Day made every effort to keep other settlers out.
Changing the area’s name from Western Arm to Rocky
Bay was a subtle way of discouraging settlement. It
worked for a long time, but eventually word got out
that the harbor was excellent and the inshore fishing
was rewarding. In 1857 the first census recorded 15
inhabitants, all related to John Day and the nearest
neighbors as late as 1874 were still 7- 8 miles away.

In the next 20 years both sides of Western Arm were
settled by Church of England and Methodist families
from the Twillingate and Wesleyville areas. Car-
manville South alone had 122 residents in 1911
prospering from the salmon fishery and fur trading,
which had ied resi from the inning. A
total of 63 furs, including beaver, otter, and fox were
sold for $280 in 1911 and 39 furs valued at $306 were
traded in 1921.

Shipbuilding was a major activity for residents of
Carmanville South around 1900. Pine, spruce and fir
were all plentiful and logging was an important ac-

A typical scene in the Carmanville area.

tivity year round. The Hicks family, who had been
among the first to follow John Day in the 1860s, figures
prominently among fishermen who went farther afield

for cod. Jesse Hicks was typical of the community’s
residents. He built a boat for every year of his life up to
the age of 66, including a total of nine schooners for
fishing off the Penguin, Funk and Wadham Islands. A
typical winter of activity for Jesse was building three
or-four smaller boats for the inshore fishery.

The community remains small but active, with a mix
of occupations typical of the region as a whole. Salmon
and lobster provide an important source of income for
some residents, while service industries and logging
offer some full-time and seasonal jobs.
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Noggin Cove

Although the spelling of the community’s name has
changed over the years, there is no reason to doubt the
tradition that it was based on a buttertub-like container
bearing the same name. The story goes that an ex-
ploring trapper found such a container, used by
pioneering families as a platter, on a rock close to
shore and named the community after it.

The earliest mention of Noggin Cove is in an 1857
census when there were 6 residents listed. By 1871 the
only fisherman listed among 15 residents was Robert
Wheaton. John Doyle was present for awhile at the
western edge of the present community before he
moved to Tilting Harbour on Fogo. He was a fisherman
and cooper who made staves for fish drums and split
hoops from the birch that grew alongside the small
stream entering the cove. John Parsons arrived with
his father and a James White in 1876, and their children
were the first baptized in the community by the United
Church minister the following year.

Labrador fishermen who had sheltered in the cove
often remarked on the peculiarity of the wind. A breeze
blowing onshore anywhere else was always offshore in
the cove. This may explain why there was such dense
forest growth to the water's edge compared with neigh-
boring communities. In the 1920s a fire destroyed
several buildings and the 1961 fire burned nearly all the
area's timber stands.

During the early part of its history Noggin Cove was
basically a fishing community. In 1884, 26 of the 46
inhabitants were engaged in the cod fishery and one
ship had already been built in the community. This

trend continued as the population rose to 112 in 1911, |
when 66 residents were listed as fishermen. Two ships
continued to go to Labrador until the 1930s, but lobster
and herring rapidly took over as the major fisheries..
By 1821, there were two lobster canning factories being |
kept very busy in the community, and there were 36 |

registered fishermen in 1936. e
Around this time lumbering became a major source | -
of employment and income contributing greatly to the
community’s economic well-being until the 1961 fire |

important activity for more than half of the families
was market gardening and farming. The community |
was in fact considered important enough to be included
in a 1963 Agricultural and Rural Development Act
(ARDA) study of farming communities around the
island. This study indicated that none of the 35 families
that owned agricultural land in the community |
believed that produce was worthwhile as more than a
supplement to other income. This belief was common
to all communities in the area and reflects a shift from
the earlier self-sufficiency necessitated by relative
isolation. Many families are now growing their own
but all p of prod: are made in

Gander.

At the present time there are 12 full-time fishermen
operating a longliner and 25 outboards from Noggin |
Cove. Lobster, salmon and cod are sold through
Product Traders in Frederickton. Employment is
relatively high with full-time, part-time and seasonal

ploy as and ma 5
operators supplementing fishing and woods’ work. _’

Frederickton

The first mention of settlers in the Frederickton area
was in 1883. At that time the United Church minister
baptized three children born in -the settlement of
Bassett's Harbour. By 1901 this community was con-
sidered a part of the larger settlement of Frederickton
which had a total of 66 inhabitants listed in the census.
The origin of the various names is not known, although
it is very likely that Frederickton itself was named for
local merchant Frederick Scott.

Lobster fishing provided more than half of the 66
residents with income or jobs in the two local factories

in 1901 and the cannery continued to be an important
source of income in 1911, when the population had in-
creased to 107. There were four ships registered for the
offshore fishery that year but a total of 21 out of 22
boats engaged in lobster fishing in 1921 is indicative of
the community’s economic base. By 1935 the
population had risen to 172 when logging had become
more important.

Frederickton is the most active fishing community in
the area where there are 30 fishermen. Salmon and
lobster are very important to local fishermen, with
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squid, lumpfish and cod also taken seasonally. Catches
are sold to Englets in Musgrave Harbour and both
Hopkins and Product Traders in the community.

An interesting addition to the local scenery just off
the rocks behind the government wharf is a rusting
wreck comprising the remains of a freighter carrying
hay from Ireland in 1960 when it broke its moorings
during a storm. The captain dropped two anchors, but
the force of the gale broke both chains and blew the
ship towards the rocks, Knowing that the ship was
about to run aground and that his cargo might shift and
cause the vessel to capsize, the captain made a
decision to steam full speed ahead in an attempt to
wedge the ship on submerged rocks until the storm
abated and the tide rose.

To ensure that the vessel would not tip over at low
tide it was cemented to the flat-topped glacial boulder
on which it had lodged with a view to refloating both
rock and vessel at the first available extreme high tide.
This proved unworkable, however, and the cargo and
equipment were salvaged from the vessel. In the 23
years following, high tides, storms and strong winds

e 3 :
After the fishing is over — Frederickton.

have failed to shift the vessel even an inch. So it
remains a testament to the problems encountered by
early traders along this shallow and rocky coastline.
The ravages of time have left holes above and below
the waterline, but it will be some time yet before this
local landmark will be overcome by the sea that
trapped it.

A graphic reminder that luck is not always with the Irish.

Davidsville

The origin of both the present day community name
and the first listings in 1874 as Man Point is not known.
Yet the area had been known long before as an ex-
cellent place to catch salmon. Garland and Reid had
premises at Man Point at the end of the 1790s and sent
their pickled salmon to Greenspond. This activity
carried on after Hodder and Gillingham moved from
Gander Bay and purchased the factory.

The fame of the salmon fishery spread well beyond
the local region and attracted settlers from Change
Islands and Fogo. The result was a 1866 report by the
Justice of the Peace from Fogo, James Fitzgerald,
recommending restrictions on salmon fishing. The
main problem was that nets were being set right across
the mouth of the river thus preventing salmon from
going upstream to spawn. A law was passed to make
this illegal, but it appears that it was largely ignored
by most local fishermen. By 1884 the salmon fishery
had dropped to an all-time low and many residents
switched to the Labrador fishery.

The community increased to 76 inhabitants by the
1911 census, and salmon fishing again became the
main activity. A few ships ventured to the Funks and
Labrador in search of cod as late as 1921 when the first
mention of lumbering in the community listed 12
people involved. By the time the community name was

changed tp Mann Point around 1935 there were 122
inhabitants with only one boat listed as involved in the
fishery. Most of the other residents were connected in
one way or another with the sawmill built by Harry

The Anglican Church, Davidsville.
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French in neighboring Main Point.

The present name was adopted after 1945,
(presumably to avoid confusion with Main Point) when
the population was listed as 158, all but four of whom
were members of the Church of England. Lobster and
salmon are the only species caught in the shallow
waters off the community by 4 full-time and 3 part-time
fishermen operating 16 outboards. The lack of local
employment has caused many residents to travel as
far as Labrador to accept seasonal employment as
river guides, laborers, carpenters and machine
operators.

Al
Their days have long since passed.

Beaver Cove

First settled by the Brinsons in 1850, Beaver Cove
had appeared in an 1805 land grant to John Marshal. By
1857 there were two families for a total of 10 residents
who lived almost entirely on income from fishing and
fur trading.

The community remained small and never exceeded
four families, although its population just before it was
abandoned was as high as 34 in 1946, The Labrador
fishery accounted for most activity until the 1920s when
lobsters were canned locally. Salmon fishing and
lumbering also supplemented incomes but the com-
munity was never large enough to support a church or
school. All that remains now are cleared areas and a
graveyard.

Beaver Cove: Gone but not forgotten.

Main Point

This small community on the inner section of the bay
was settled much later than its neighbors and owes its
existence largely to Harry French who moved from
Change Islands in the 1870s and set up a business. He
was the first merchant in the area and operated the
largest sawmill in the region. He exported rough
timber and planks until the 1950s and provided em-
ploy for r of the and neigh-
boring Davidsville.

Apart from an 1876 birth of a child to Eli and
Rosanna Hodder in March the first official mention of
the community appears in the 1821 census. By then it
had become a thriving community of 54, with 4
fish and 13 r in The
sawmill had 30 employees and was larger than the
operations at Carmanville,

By 1935 most of the 47 inhabitants were working in
the woods or in the French sawmill and there is
mention of only one boat in the community. Some

Hauled up for the year in Main Point.
lobster and salmon fishing probably continued, but the

were only an income supplement at that time.

By 1971, the population had reached 209, but the days of
the sawmill were numbered as a result of a falling
market and the 1961 fire. The only abandoned house in
the whole region was found in this community. Today,
however, there is evidence of new house building and
extensions as well.

Salmon and lobster now provide the income for 3 full-
time and 4 part-time fishermen, who operate 13 out-
boards from the community. Eels and offshore cod are
sometimes added to the catch, which is sold through
in Frederickton.
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Gander Bay area

Many regions of Newfoundland can trace their
history in written records as far back as 400 years to
the time of Sir Humphrey Gilbert. Not so the area
known as Gander Bay. For the most part this 10-mile-
wide bay, which was once part of the French Shore was
overlooked by settlers until the early 1800s. This is
perhaps because Newfoundland was valuable as a base
for the fishing industry, and Gander Bay is shallow and
too far from the fishing grounds of Hamilton Sound to
have been seen as a suitable area for settlement. Even
after settlement began there are very few records
extant because the area was not included in the census
reports until the mid-1800s. As a result, much of the
knowledge of Gander Bay prior to 1900 comes from the
rich oral tradition of the people of the area.

The first settler was a Micmac Indian, originally
from Nova Scotia. The first white settlers arrived via
Fogo and Change Islands in search of farm land and
timber, and by all accounts lived in harmony with the
Micmac settler. In fact, intermarriage occurred and
many residents of Clarke's Head and other com-
munities in the vicinity are of Micmac descent.

Even after settlement began, the people kept their
connection with Fogo and Change Islands. Many
stayed only for the winter to cut timber and left again
in the spring. Permanent settlers depended on other
areas for supplies. The 1862 book of accounts of Earle
Collection at Fogo shows that there were 5 men in
Gander Bay who had accounts with the firm.

Population growth was slow with only 72 people
living in the entire bay in 1857. At this time the
predominant religion was Church of England but there
were four Roman Catholics who might have been
descendants of the original Micmac settler who was
converted to Catholicism before he left Nova Scotia.

In the early times, as is the case today, there was no
major industry in Gander Bay. Various census reports
show that the people divided their time between work
in the woods, trapping, farming, salmon and cod
fishing, especially the Labrador cod fishery. At one
time shipbuilding was important with the arrival of a
Mr. from land in the 1890s.
Various sawmill operations provided employment to
residents, especially the ones owned by the Horwood
Lumber Company and George Phillips Company, The
latter operated the largest sawmill in the country in
Gander Bay during the heyday of lumber industry in
the region from 1895 to 1905. The operation employed
between 200 and 300 men at its height.

Thew salmon fishery was at one time important
economically to the people of Gander Bay. There are
records of canning and pickling factories in some
communities and the products were sent to Fogo and
Change Islands for sale. Until approximately 30 years
ago, many people in the area were engaged in the
Labrador fishery as well. Today salmon fishing is
importsat only as a sport and while none of the
fishermen go to Labrador anymore, many are involved
in lobster. squid, and cod fishing.

The first road in Gander Bay was built in 1883 but
isolation remaind the order of the day until the 1960s
when a system of roads connected the communities
with Gander at one end, and Lewisporte and
Twillingate at the other. Prior to that time, the
residents travelled by boat to Fogo, Twillingate and

On the Gander River circa 1930 — pholo counesy New-
foundiand Historical Society.

at Ganer Bay South.

Lewisporte, and by walking or by horse and sled over
land to Greenspond and Gambo.

The “modern” amenities were slow to come to
Gander Bay and development can be traced to the
boom in the lumber industry around the early 1900s. It
was at this time that the population began to grow
significantly which in turn served as a catalyst for the
establishment of merchants and general stores in the
region. Even then residents had to special order items
or travel to other centres outside the bay to buy them.
It was also during this period that the first churches
and schools were established.

Today, the population of Gander Bay is close to 2500.
The pulp and paper industry and the fishery remain
important in the reglon although none can be said to be
an tay. Many must rely on
employment in other cenlrel The dominant religion is
Church of England but there has been an influx of
United Church, Salvation Army and Pentecostal
Auemhly members The Roman Catholic community

d i in the region

Ithough it hu i lately. Gander
Bay is made up of eight small communities stretching
from Davidsville in the east to Rodger's Cove in the
west and none has as yet found it necessary to in-
corporate and elect a town council.
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Salt Island

Halfway across the causeway from Gander Bay
South to Clarke's Head there is a small island. On the
island there is a delapidated house, a log cabin, a shed
and a tiny graveyard. The house was built over 170
years ago by William Hodder and is said to be the
oldest dwelling in Gander Bay. There is no sign
marking the name of the island, but William’s great
grandson Javis says it is called Salt Island. The
graveyard is the oldest in the area and although only 12
graves are marked, Javis says his family will soon
have to stop using the burial site because it is almost
full. The oldest headstone is that of ““Eliz"” Gillingham
and bears the date 1817,

Before the causeway was built, the deceased were
taken by boat out to their last resting place in the
graveyard which is surrounded by a white picket
fence. When the causeway was built, the Hodder
family tried to convince the authorities to add some
extra gravel to connect Salt Island. Their request was
denied 5o a small plankway was constructed to enable
people to walk from the causeway to the island.

William, the original settler, made a living salmon
fishing from the island. Located very near the mouth of
the Gander River, the island was an ideal spot to net
salmon as they made their way to the river to spawn
each year. William salted and shipped the salmon in
wooden caskets to in Fogo and e.
He built a tilt for a winter residence on the shores of the
Gander River at Granfer’s Point. It was originally
called Grandfather's Point, but was pronounced
Granfer's and eventually the spelling changed to suit
the unique pronunciation.

By the early 1900s, the Hodders built a cannery at
Salt Island which was operated by William's son
James, and grandsons Alex and Arthur. Then around
1913 James and his sons moved off the island and built
houses at Granfer's Point which has since become a
part of George's Point. The Hodders continued to use
the facilities at Salt Island for salmon fishing.

g =L
Modern power lines loom over the old buildings and.
graveyard on Salt Island.

Their livelihood was taken away from them shortly
after Confederation when federal fisheries officials
moved the salmon berth about a mile up the river
which meant the Hodders could no longer fish from the
island.

Javis says they tried to keep the house his great-
grandfather built in good repair but found it impossible
because of the hard economic times. When first built,
the house had one-and-a-half storeys with a kitchen and |
a bed and two bed: A
large open fireplace provided all the heating. Later a
stove was purchased to heat the house. The Hodders |
have removed all the furniture except a dresser which
was used in the kitchen, Some articles remaining from
the days when the family fished for salmon from Salt
Island are stored in the shed there. Today it is seldom
visited except when a member of the Hodder fam!
goes to join his ancestors in the graveyard there.

Clarke’s Head

Sometime in the late 1700s a Micmac Indian and his
mother arrived in what is now Clarke's Head by way of
Conne River. Near the mouth of the Gander River he
cleared a plot of land and set about trapping furs to
earn a living. He also fished for salmon on the river to
provide variety in his diet. His name was Charles
Francis.

But his solitude did not last long. A few years later
John Bussey came from Fogo in search of land suitable
for farming. Being an industrious sort, he cleared an
entire point and called it, not surprisingly, Bussey's
Point. He planted vegetables and raised livestock, and
like his Micmac neighbor fished for salmon. His at-
tempt at immortality did not succeed, however, for the
area later became known as Tibbey's Point and today
it is no longer distinguished from Clarke’s Head at all.

Gradually, more settlers came, and by 1938 there
were eight houses at Clarke's Head with a population of
68. Somewhere along the way Charles married into the
white ity, taking a woman from

ganger Bay River Boats dot the shoreline at Clarke's
eal
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Greenspond for his wife. Their only problem was that
he was Roman Catholic and she was a member of the
Church of England. They brought that situation to a
happy conclusion by agreeing to raise half their
children in her faith and the other half in his. It is
possible, however that Charles’ mother was none too
pleased with the arrangement for she returned to Nova
Scotia.
Astime v:ent on Clarke's Head became known for its
named from Black-
pool, Engllnd came to Clarke's Head in the 1890s and
set up business premises. He invested in the fishery
including the Labrador lnl‘l operated a large sawmill
which exported rough lumber. The operation of the
mill continued until the 1950s. At about the same time a
George Phillips obtained leases for 270 thousand acres
of virgin timberland on the banks of the Gander River
and began to operate mills at Botwood, Glenwood,
Norris Arm and Campbeliton. In the winter he em-
ployed between 200 and 300 men in his woods’ operation
near Clarke's Head. But the operation literally died
with him in 1905, just ten years after it began. It was
purchased by the Newfoundland Timber Estates which
closed it down soon afterwards. Perhaps because of the
importance of the woods' operations, the fishery in
Clarke's Head began to die.

Clarkes’ Head has the distinction of being the site at

munity.

Clarke's Head is the place where the first moose was
landed in Newfoundland. In 1875 the HMS Eclipse
landed a buck and a doe to see if the animals could
survive in the area. The following year the fisheries
officer aboard the HMS Bullfinch arrived to find that
the buck was dead and the doe had wandered off. At
this point the oral tradition surrounding the story
becomes interesting. One version has it that a man
traveling by horse and sled to Clarke's Head struck the
buck and injured it so badly that there was nothing to
be done but put the poor animal out of its misery. A
more plausible version claims that the unnamed
gentleman killed the moose intentionally for the supper
table perhaps starting the tradition of setting out in
winter to hunt for moose in the woods around Gander
Bay. It was not until several years later that more
moose were landed in the area.

It is also said that there was a great fire in Clarke's
Head in the 1890s which wiped out all the houses in the
community. The fire is said to have cut a path a mile
wide for a distance of five miles to an area known as
Charles Cove.

One final note of distinction at Clarke’s Head is the
development of the Gander Bay river boat. In ap-
pearance it is remarkably like an Indian canoe with a
few dificati It is di d to withstand rough

the first church in Gander Bay. In 1905 an Angli

Church was finished to provide a place of worship for
the community's 221 members of the Church of
England. The Roman Catholic Church maintained its
presence of 36 members which grew to 42 over the next
30 years. There were also 13 Methodists in the com-

waters and, since it does not sit very deep in the water
is ideal for use in the shallow waters of Gander Bay and
the Gander River. Today, the boats are made by
Gander Bay Woodcrafts at Clarke's Head operated by
the local Indian Band Council.

Wing’s Point

Nestled between Clarke’s Head and Victoria Cove on
the west coast of Gander Bay, this tiny community has
had very little to say about itself over the years. The
first mention of Wing’s Point is in the census of 1935. At
that time there was a population of 58 people, all of
whom were members of the Church of England.
Although there was no teacher in the community,
fourteen children from Wing’s Point were enrolled in
school presumably at Clarke's Head or Victoria Cove.

In 1942 former Premier J.R. Smallwood refers to
Wing's Point as a fishing community is his Gazeteer.
He does not, however, record the number of people
engaged in the fishery for a living. In modern-day
Wing's Point there is a small woods’ and sawmill
operation. The woods' operation supplies timber for
Abitibi-Price in Grand Falls and the sawmill is being
rebuilt after a fire which destroyed it a number of
years ago.

The strongest religion in the community has

Stocking up for the winter at Wing's Point.

remained Church of England, but by 1945 the United
Church also had a presence there with twelve mem-
bers out of a total population of 116 people. Today, both
r ns are practised in Wing's Point and the
population stands at 224 people.

Victoria Cove

Exposure to North Atlantic storms at Change Islands
and Fogo sent many people in search of less exposed
areas for settlement. The protected coves of Gander
Bay were ideal and that is why Victoria Cove was
settled. Originally known as Old House Cove or Little
House Cove, its first settler was Richard Bursey of

Change Islands who arrived in the mid-1800s in search
of fertile farmland. He divided his time between far-
ming and salmon fishing.

The next known settler was John Wesley Webb who
arrived in 1889 with his family. Shortly after 1900 Mr.
Webb was employed by Hodge’s Law Firm, Fogo, to
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survey Old House Cove and it was he who changed the
name of the community to Victoria Cove in honor of
Queen Victoria.

‘The first merchant set up premises in the community
in 1894. John Alfred King and George Reccord arrived
that year and while Mr. King took up farming and
salmon fishing, Mr. Reccord invested in the Labrador
fishery. It was a descendent of his, Essau Reccord,
who opened up the first general store in Victoria Cove
in the early 1900s.

In the early years of settlement, Old House Cove was
used primarily as a place to cut wood in winter, and
people came and went as the seasons changed. But as
time went on, more and more families stayed, and by
1883 there were enough permanent residents to justify
the allocation of the sum of $50 for a road or “cow’s
path” from Victoria Cove to Clarke’s Head.

The social life in Old House Cove revolved around
religious activities of the members of the Church of
England. The people had no church and rarely saw a
priest, but prayer services were held each week in
members’ homes. Benjamin Torraville was appointed

Shallow waters of Victoria Cove

time keeping a teacher until the arrival of M
Hopkins who stayed for 14 years and is credited

Government land grants encouraged growth
Victoria Cove and the men found employment in the
Phillips woods operation on the Gander River in
late 1800s and early 1900s. Later many mldenu ou
work at the Angl

lay reader and Essau Reccord as super of the
Sunday School. In 1898 construction began on a church
and school building which were destroyed by fire in
1903 before it could be finished. Mr. Torraville donated
the use of his boat shed for school, and work began once
more on the project in 1906. The church was finally
completed in 1909 and was officially opened by
Reverend N.S. Facey of Change Islands. The school
was finished two years later. Residents had a hard

C (AND)mllHnGundl-‘al.hudin heir
woods’ operations. This meant that many of the m
were forced to live away from their families for wi |
By 1964 nearly all the men in Victoria Cove worked for |
A.N.D. or Bowater. |
Today Victoria Cove has a very lueceuhl
development association, a post office and an active |
youth club. A community wharf gives testimony to ti
fact that some residents still rely on the fishery.

Rodger’s Cove

Very little is known about the development of
Rodger's Cove except for the information provided by
census reports since 1900. It is likely that the com-
munity was not settled until after 1900 because it is first
mentioned in the 1911 census as having a population of
13 people. All but one were Church of the

sole Methodist had some company by this time as 14 of |
his brethren had moved to the community. At this time
not one person classified himself as a full-time |
fisherman in the 1921 census but 13 residents were |
fishermen-farmers at that time. Seven children from |
the were at school. By 1935 the population

other being Methodist. The people made their living
from the sea, six on a full-time basis while two others
supplemented their income by cultivating the land.
Ten years later Rodger's Cove had more than
doubled its population. The original two families had
grown to seven with a total population of 39 people. The

had grown only to 43 perhaps due to the fact that a|
United Church family had moved into the community, |
Only one child was attending schools and it appears |
that the Depression had taken its toll on the economie |
picture because all the residents were unemployed.
Things turned around again after World War II, y

Horses take advantage of low tide at Rodger's Cove
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however, and by 1945 the population had jumped to 95
people. The United Church now had 22 tollnwers but
the Church of land r the religion
with 73 members. Early in the next decade UIe
religious base had to four

with the arrival of a group of Salvation Army mem-
bers. The group, who had been turned away by the
residents of Victoria Cove a few years earlier, suc-
ceeded in the first ion Army
Barracks in Gander Bay at Rodger’s Cove. Today the
Salvation Army is well established in the community
for a total of 20.

The Rodger's Cove of 1983 is small, quiet, and is
known in the area for the secluded group of summer
cabins on the farthermost reach of the point. A drive
through the ity gives the imp that these
holiday residents outnumber the permanent residents. u

Rodger's Cove

Horwood

The first thing that should be mentioned about
Horwood is that it is not in Gander Bay. It is located in
Dog Bay and took its original name from the name of
the bay. The community of Dog Bay first became at-
tractive as a winter residence for people from Fogo.
They would come to Dog Bay in the late fall, and lived
in “tilts”” or log cabins, spent the winter cutting wood
which they would pile on the ice in the bay. When
spring came, the logs were loaded onto boats and
transported back to Fogo, leaving Dog Bay literally
deserted for the summer.

The first person to take up permanent residence in
Dog Bay was William Cull who arrived in the 1890s. He
built the first house (as opposed to a tilt), which still
stands today according to Major Ed Necho, the
resident historian of Horwood. According to the Major,
it is the first house on the left side of the road as you
enter the community.

Those first winter residents came to Dog Bay in
search of timber, and so it would be with the first
businessmen there as well. In about 1900 John Carter
established a pit-prop operation at Dog Bay. His
business prospered because of the big demand for pit-
props in the mining industry in Great Britain. But in
1902 the Horwood Lumber Company moved in and
bought up Mr. Carter’s business and he, in turn, went
to work for them. Horwood Lumber was incorporated
in Dog Bay with assets of $153,000 and by 1904, there
was a mill, several bunk houses, a cook house and a
wharf. The company shipped in large numbers of
horses each fall for use in the woods’ operation.

But the young company suffered a severe setback
that same year. Fire destroyed the mill, the lumber
and planks stockpiled in the yard, as well as a number
of other buildings in Dog Bay. When new facilities were
constructed, the company added seven or eight
company houses which accommodated from one to
three families each. Also added was a company store
with a post office.

The store proved to be a source of confrontation
some years later. The company paid the men in scrip
which was redeemable at the company store. This
forced the workers to shop at the company store and
tied the worker completely to the company in almost
every way. In 1920, one brave soul, a certain Mr.
Comer decided to challenge this monopoly and opened
another store in the community, which by this time had

Sheep grazing at Horwood

changed its name to Horwood after the major em-
ployer. He had no shortage of customers but did run
into a problem in that his customers had a shortage of
hard cash. He was forced to accept company scrip
from those who shopped in his store but the company
refused to redeem it for cash when he presented it at
their offices. Mr. Comer appears to have been a fighter
for he took the Horwood Lumber Company to court and
the judge ordered the company to exchange his scrip
for cash at their office in Horwood. But having won his
battle Mr. Comer closed his shop, packed his bags, and
left Horwood for parts unknown. Perhaps his victory
came too late to save his business.

It is not clear exactly when the community became
known as Horwood. It appears as Horwood East in the
census of 1911 and sometime during World War I the
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use of East was dropped and it has been known simply
as Horwood ever since.

The horses used in the woods' operation were a
never-ending source of antagonism with the women of
Horwood. When they weren’t being used to haul logs,
the company had a habit of turning them loose in the
community and they would eat all the vegetables in
kitchen gardens the women set each year. It was ex-
pected that the advent of the tractor to replace the
animals during World War II would end the bitter
battle. But upon hearing of the tractors, Major Necho
tells the story of one woman who is reported to have
said, ‘“Yes, another thing to break down our fences and
eat our cabbage."”

Although the town still bears its name, the company
pulled out in 1954. Since that time some small family
operations have operated from time to time and one,
which has been moved to Dog Bay Pond, is still

operating today.

History buffs will note that Dog Bay is the birthplace
of Lady Pamela Fitzgerald. She was born Anne (or |
Nancy) Simms in 1773. Her mother was a native of
Fogo and there appear to be several candidates for the
father of the child, one of whom was the captain of the |
ship which she and her mother took to England in 1776, |
At the age of ten she found herself in France as a
playmate for the children of a French aristocrat. It
was there that she met and married Lord Edward |
Fitzgerald who later left her widowed after an un-
successful attempt to free Ireland from British rule.
Eventually, after the breakup of her second marriage
to an American diplomat, Lady Pamela returned to |
France where she died penniless. She is buried in |
England and a portrait of her now hangs in the Palace
at Versailles. u

Stoneville

Settled over 150 years ago, Stoneville has been known
by at least two other names in the course of its history.
There is no written history of the community dating
back that far, but a headstone in the graveyard dates
back to the early 1800s. According to oral tradition, one
of four Hodder brothers from England moved here
after they had completed an apprenticeship to a fish
merchant at Fogo. Two others settled in Gander Bay,
one at Mann Point, the other at Salt Island. The fourth
went to Bonavista Bay. Soon afterwards the settlement
came to be known as Dog Bay West.

By 1901 there were 78 people living at Dog Bay West,
most of whom were Methodists, and the Church of
England had some presence there as well. The com-
munity also boasted a teacher, and fishing and farming
were listed as the main occupations. At this time, the
Horwood Lumber Company had not yet moved into
Dog Bay which is located across the bay. When Hor-
wood Lumber did establish itself in Dog Bay, a strong
link between the two communities developed. The
number of people depending on the lumber industry for
a living in Dog Bay West had jumped to 24 people by
1911, Prior to 1902 only one person from the community
was employed in the pit-prop operation across the bay.
'Up until the mid-1900s the people depended on Horwood
even for their mail, often making a daily journey
across the ice in winter to the post office.

‘When their neighbor changed its name to Horwood,
Dog Bay West followed suit and changed its name to
Horwood North. The population grew steadily and in

Stoneville

1945 there were 165 people living in the community.
Most were members of the United Church, and the
Church of England held onto its small presence with
four members. There were also 18 Salvation Army
members living there by that time. There was still
some fishing, and a small sawmill was in operation but
most of the people made a living with Horwood Lumber
in Horwood.

Some time after Horwood Lumber pulled out of the |
area in 1954 the community changed its name once
again, this time to Stoneville. With the coming of the
road in the early 1960s most of the isolation disap-
peared. Stoneville has its own post office and most
supplies can be purchased from merchants in the
community.

Port Albert

Named in honor of Queen Victoria's husband, Prince
Albert, the community of Port Albert is located a few
miles north of Stoneville or Hamilton Sound. It first
appears in the 1935 census with a population of 92
people, when the main occupation was fishing. The
only religion represented in the community was the
United Church. According to Major Ed Necho of
Horwood, Port Albert was once known as Big Beaver
Cove and although it is not known exactly when the
first settlers came to the community, the United
Church this year celebrated its 100th anniversary in
the community.

By 1945 the population had risen to 111 people, and

Looking out into Hamilton Sound from Port Albert
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like its neighbors to the south, Port Albert was very
isolated because its only link with the outside world
was by boat. It was not until 1965 that a road connected
Port Albert with Stoneville and from there to larger
centres such as Gander and Lewisporte.

Unlike the communities in Dog Bay and Gander Bay,
Port Albert can truly be called a fishing community. In
1970, the provincial government constructed a com-
munity wharf which later became the site for a small
fish-salting operation that has been leased to North
Atlantic Fisheries. The fishermen rely on cod and

lobster to earn a living. This year two men from Port
Albert are participating in the experimental fall lob-
ster fishery.

There is a great deal of community pride in Port
Albert and each year residents celebrate Port Albert
Day which is held in late July or early August. People
come from neighboring communities to buy baked
goods, try their luck at various games of chance and to
watch the Miss Port Albert Contest. The money r
is used to help fund community projects. u
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Carmanville

Linda Guy is the co-
ordinator of the Gander
Bay-Hamilton Sound
Development Association which
has offices just outside Car-
manville. With all the com-
munities from Musgrave
Harbour to Rodger’s Cove to
cover, Linda is often on the road,
especially since the present
difficulties with the federal-
provincial funding started last
year. In fact, she has been kept
on the go so much that we can
barely catch her on the phone
between trips.

How is the association
managing amid such un-
certainties?

“It has been a problem,”
Linda admits. ““We haven't had
any Canada Works projects in
the last year, but we do have
nine project applications for our
area at the moment. We should
be hearing back on them soon.”

In the past Linda’s assiciation
and the Lewisporte Area
Development Association
(which covers Horwood,
Stoneville and Port Albert) have
sponsored several projects for

ok

the area today

Planning for the future

Office hours don't mean a lot when you're on the go.

fishermen, as well as com-
munity service improvements.
What are the proposals being
considered at present?

“One is a community hall in
Davidsville,”’ says Linda.
““We’ve reapplied under Canada
Works on that. There’s also a
slipway for the fishermen in
Davidsville. Another reap-
plication is in the Wing’s Point
area. Money was allotted two
years ago, but the lack of a
service committee meant that
funding for a fire hall was too

Noggin Cove wharf: one of many Canada Community Development Projects
in the region.

late. Now we've applied again.”

Linda is very much aware of
the problem of wandering
horses in the area.

“We’ve applied for a common
pastureland for the whole area
in Frederickton,’” she explains.
“It’s not being set up in the same
way as elsewhere. What we're
doing is fencing in a natural
area and making it accessible to
local people. They will put their
animals there at their own risk,
we’re not charging any fee or
taking responsibility for the
animals. It should alleviate the
problem of animals being
dropped off in the communities.
People who are losing their
vegetables can't do a thing
about it because the com-
munities are unincorporated. It
will certainly help.”

Linda is quick to point out that
these are not ‘“‘make-work’
projects.

““People are independent
around here,” she says, ‘“‘they
only want government money if
it can work for them, it's only
good if you can get a return on it.
It’s no use having a facility
that’s not used. Another project
involves wharf reconstruction at
Clarke’s Head. The wharf hasn’t
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been used since the coastal
boats stopped operating out of
the area and it’s deteriorated to
a point where there’s no decking
and it's hazardous. The grant
there would be to take it down

aspects and from the people
themselves. We'll also involve

the town on that. We're also
involved with various people in

people tside our iati
that are interested.”

Because the Gander Bay -
Hamilton Sound Development
Association is now the only such

and rebuild it."”

The Devel A iati
is also aware of youth problems | Shore,
in the region.

“We're into regional planning
and have set up a committee,”
she explains. “One of the focal
points for the area will be
recreation, especially for young
people. We'll get ideas from the
communities on the various

ion on the Straight
planning regional
facilities is difficult.

“There’s no enclosed facility
on the Straight Shore,” Linda
points out, “and anything built
has to be central. We've made a
proposal for enclosing the
outdoor rink at Musgrave

Harbour and we're working with

Fr and Carmanville
regarding night courses to save
the long drive to Gander and
back. You have to take things
one at a time.”

In the meantime Linda is
doing her best to serve the needs
of the 11 communities that
comprise the Gander Bay -
Hamilton Sound Development
Association. With her drive and
that of some very active
directors, it appears there will
be improvements in the near
future.

It’s been one of those years

“Everyone suffered a bit
from the loss of the ferry.
It wasn’t the main part of our
business here, but it was im-
portant.”

Ray Clouter, a local boy who
moved to Stephenville with his
parents and then worked in
Ontario for 16 years, moved
back home in 1976. He is in his
second term as mayor of Car-
manville three years now. He
also runs a general store on the
main road through town.

‘““Anyone waiting for the ferry
would call in to pick up snacks.
Now the takeout doesn’t
operate., With the ferry traffic
gone, I would say there’s been a
decline in business for
everybody of 25%."

Apart from the loss of the
ferry, Ray has had to face other
setbacks during 1983. With no
industry in town, any drop in
income is felt all around. This
year may well go down as one of
those years people might prefer
to forget.

“The squid just didn't come in
this year and squid means a big
dollar return round these parts.
As an estimate I would say
we've lost something in the
region of $1.25 million for the
communities from Musgrave
Harbour to Clarke’s Head and
that's a lot of missing income.
Nor has cod been plentiful
either. Add it all up and our

The Mathilda Desgagnes unloading
road salt at Carmanville.

businesses may be out 50% or
more by the end of the year. A
lot of families count on squid.”

Ray’s not one to beat about the
bush on his mayoral problems
either.

“I'm sure you've heard me
bellyaching that Carmanville
needs a better water system.
We're using groundwater from
an artesian well and the only
way to get more is to go to the
surface waters. One pond that
we're looking at is around 32-
feet deep and extends over a
large area. But we're not the

only town that has a water

problem by any means.”

Still, there's plenty to be
positive about for the future.

“Carmanville has a good
harbor that’s not being used at
present. We're close to the drill
sites off the Funks and there's
room for development. It's
something for the future.”

Then there's the people. Many
are coming back after a spell on
the mainland and they’re
building homes. Practicality is
the name of the game as far as
Ray’s concerned.

“People are laid off over
there, so what have they got to
do? They have a home with a
mortgage they've got to pay or
leave — one or the other. Nine
times out of ten it’s sold and the
equity they've got they bring
here. They go out in the woods
and cut their own wood, the saw
bill's probably 7¢ or 8¢ a foot.
That cuts down a whole lot on
material costs. That way the
home’s not so expensive to build.
You look at the cost of a serviced
lot in a place like Gander. Here,
there's usually a piece of land in
the family to build on. It makes
the difference.”

Like anywhere else on the
island, Carmanville has had its
share of difficulties in the past.
An ability to ride out the bad
times makes Ray feel that his
community’s future will be
bright.
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A country girl at heart

ust across the street from

Ray’'s Store in Car-
manville is the town council
office where Mary Sheppard
keeps everything in order as
town clerk. It’s quite a change
for someone who has had a taste
of the bustle of the big city. How
does a girl from New Brunswick
who has spent some time in
Toronto adapt to the life of a
small community like Car-
manville?

“No problem at all. It's very
much home. I can’t think of any
place I'd rather be. People are
so much friendlier. You can
always depend on your neigh-
bors. It’s a hard life, but they
work really hard for what they
get. And they’re not expecting
the big things they want on the
mainland.”

Mary moved to Carmanville
three years ago with her
husband Wallace who had never
lost touch with his home town.

“We decided we wanted to go
home. We both had good jobs in
Toronto. Wallace was working
in a factory in Scarborough
making ballbearings. He told
me when I married him that we
were going home in 1980. And

Mary Sheppard, Carmanville's new
Town Clerk.

that’s just what we did. It's been
hard at times. You don't know
what’s going to happen from one
day to the next. For awhile there
was very little work. It didn't
look like anything was going to
come along. Then Grade 12
came in and he's back to work
now driving a school bus. You
hope things are permanent.
We've built a lovely home here.
And now I just started here last

Friday.”

Of course, there are
drawbacks to giving up a “life of
leisure”’, which she enjoyed
prior to taking the town clerk’s
job. Not being able to see her
year-old granddaughter in
Ontario is one thing she misses,
her garden is another.

“I miss working in the garden
during the day. I enjoy that and
it’ll mean I'm not likely to get
any prize cabbages on display
next fall, Still, I do find time for
some extra work. My mother
and sister would be absolutely
amazed — I skin and bottle
rabbits. I know my sister’s nose
would go up some fierce at that!
I always fillet the fish too. Yes,
I'm doing lots of things I've
never done before and I really
enjoy it.”

Although Mary spent much of
her youth as a city dweller in
Saint John, New Brunswick,
she’s always loved the wide open
spaces.

“I never missed a chance to
get out to my grandparents’
farm south of Perth-Andover in
the summer. I guess you could
say I'm just a country girl at
heart.”

Salting away the

ou don't expect to see

much activity at the
Carmanville wharf now that the
Fogo ferry terminal has been
moved to Farewell on the far
shore of Dog Bay. Yet, when
Decks Awash arrives in town
there is plenty going on.

Chris Dawe and Walter
Mullett are alongside the
Mathilda Desgagnes and
describe the operation.

“It’s a load of salt from the
Magdalene Islands we're taking
off. The ship’s registered at
Quebec City. We've got 1050 tons
to take off. It’s our last ship for
the year. We're held up -at the
moment because of the rain."”

Walter is an old hand at

last delivery

moving road salt. Originally
from the Wesleyville area a
little further along the Straight
Shore, he left to seek better
opportunities 23 years ago. For
the last 15 years he's been
working with Avalon Coal, Salt
and Oil Limited of Bay Roberts
and has helped supervise salt
unloading operations. Chris is a
rookie in his first year with the
company and lets Walter do
most of the talking.

“It's a new contract every
year awarded in June and July,
usually for 100,000 tons a year to
be delivered at various ports
around the province. You can
only get the salt from Pugwash,

Nova Scotia, or the Magdelene

Chris Dawe (1) and Walter Mullett The
Rookie and the Old Salt.
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Islands. You would probably get
it cheaper outside Canada, but
you're not allowed to. One of the
requirements when you're
tendering is that it has to be a
Canadian product. You have to
use Canadian vessels, too.”

The next time you feel like
complaining about the corrosion
under your car caused by high-
way salt, think of the Mathilda
Desgagnes and her crew. Their
jobs depend on the government
contracts. And there is local
hiring.

“In this port we have four
guys hired on. Usually we hire
four or five at every port we go
to. Our own people from Bay
Roberts travel with the ship on
account of how they know the
gear on board better,” says
Walter.

By now the rain has stopped
and the crew is able to hoist up

another bucket of salt and

On track aboard the Mathilda Desgagnes

unload it onto the waiting truck.
The sooner the salt is off the
sooner everyone will be home.
Before we leave we ask Walter
what kind of year it has been.

Business has been down, but
Walter looks on the bright side.

“We've had a pretty good
year. Hectic times, but good
times."”

Carmanville South

Plenty of changes over the years

eorge Brinson, 36, is

typical of many of the
fishermen living in this area, He
and his wife, Pauline, live by the
slipway with their young son and
can trace their family back to
the earliest settlers.

“My grandfather was one of
the first here after the Day
family, by way of Change
Islands and Gander Bay. Up to
about 50 years ago, I suppose,”
most of the fellows here, they'd
go on schooners to Labrador.
They'd salt the fish and bring it
back here. Some would cure
their fish, but most would take it
straight to St. John's."”

The long trips away from
home were hard on families and
when a market for lobsters
developed, George's father was
one of the many to make the
change.

“‘Lobster fishing really only
started here in a big way 30
years ago, but the canmneries
were here before that. My father
used to can lobster and take it to

George Brinson

T & M Winter in St. John's. They
used to take those lobsters and
put their own labels on and
market them. When the fresh
lobster market came in more
people got into it. Still, even now

there’s only 30 people involved
in the lobster and salmon
fisheries on a full-time basis.
There’s a few guys with
longliners fish away in
Labrador, Musgrave Harbour
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and Twillingate. There’s no
groundfish in this area. More
have part-time fishing licences
to supplement other incomes.
You can only do one fishery at a
time. The lump and cod fisheries
coincide with lobster or salmon,
s0 you don’t do them. By and
large the fishery has always
provided a living one way or
another.”

It hasn’t always been the
mainstay, though. For a time in
the early 1900s this was an area
known for its logging. The 1961
fire that swept through the area
and threatened many of the
communities sounded the death
knell for the area’s Bowater
woods’ operations. Now only a
seasonal pulpwood operation
and family sawmills are left of

what was once the backbone of °

the local economy.

“But people had to adapt.
Many of the people who had
given up the fishery completely
for the better money in logging
came back. I was one of the last
to get into the salmon fishery
before restricted li were

says, “It's an excellent thing.
Ninety-five percent of the
salmon we take here in Gander
Bay are local salmon. Definitely
Gander River salmon. Any
enhancement on that river is
only going to benefit com-
mercial fishing. You hear a lot
of complaints from New
Brunswick in particular about
Newfoundland commercial
fishermen overfishing salmon
stocks. I've caught one salmon
tagged in Maine, but basically
all ours are local. They've done
a lot of tagging of salmon on the
Exploits River. I don't know of
anyone in this area who's
recovered one. It seems like
we're fishing our own stocks.”

George is also realistic about
the state of other fisheries and
what needs to be done.

“Government has to get in-
volved to help the smaller
companies as well as the big
ones. It'll all work out in the end.
The government will sort it out.
It has to — who else can? Small-
and medium-sized private

jes in Newfoundland

imposed in 1974."”

On the subject of the Salmon
Enhancement Project at the
head of Gander Bay, George

find it hard to compete with the
big companies when the volume
of fish is down. Then there’s fish
quality. The quality of our fish is
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not all it could be. That’s been a
400-year problem. But you have
to be fair. Some fishermen will
go out and handle their fish well.
Then the other guy will come in
and prong his and he’ll get the
same price. With quality control
you can catch and handle less
fish and still get the same
return. You're going to be just
as well off.”

Of course, as George is quick
to point out, you have to be
prepared to ride out the bad
years to enjoy the good ones.

“I've been buying squid for
Notre Dame Fisheries for three
years now. Let me tell you, it
turns in some dollars in the
community. Plus the fact that
the wives can go out in the boats
to New World Island and bring
back squid. That's insurable.
They were making $4,000 - $6,000
on average plus insurance
benefits over the winter. With
nothing this year it's going to
make a big difference locally.
But that’s nothing new to the
area, the fishery’s like that.”

It pays to be philosophical
about such things. People in the
Carmanville area have always
had the interior to rely on for
food, Almost every family sets
snares on their property and
does some hunting. George is in
the midst of working on im-
provements around his house,
but he still finds the time to keep
an eye on the wildlife around
him. We talk about it over a
salmon lunch.

““It seems to me there’s not as
many rabbits as last year.
Every fall I'll go in and catch a
few. For a lot of people it brings
in a few dollars. Ptarmigan, now
they're scarce — they’re right
on their down cycle. I've seen a
lot of Ruffed Grouse in this area
since the burn and we've always
got plenty of ducks here into the
winter.”

Obviously George will have
plenty to occupy his time this
winter, Now, if only he could
find some way of keeping the
blue jays within bounds at his
feeder.
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