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Will she be able to
fmd a job in 2001 A.D.?

The teachers of
Newfoundland
and Labrador
hope so.
2001 will bea
world of endless
variables, of
ever-increasing
change -
a world where
information will be
the most important·
commodity. If
our children are
to find a place
in that world
they must have
the best education
possible.
Or, in 2001 A.D.,
will Newfoundland
and Labrador still
be importing
management and
exporting
labour?

~ Something to think about, from

@ The Newfoundland Teachers Association
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to our subsc ribers
Many thanks to all of you. Again you have done

it ! Not only have you renewed your subscriptions
but you also have sent gifts to your friends and
relatives. Deco AWaib can continue publishing,
and with your help we hope to grow.

This is the seventh issue of the magazine since'
we started on a user-pay basis . It has been a very
rewarding experience to discover that people are
willing to pay for what they had received free for
many years. Our purpose is to provide well
researched. unbiased and interesting in­
formatioD on Newfoundland to Newfound­
landers. If there are topics you would like to see
covered, or areas of the province you would lite
us to visit, please let us know. Next time we will
be featuring a special section of wildlife con­
servation and we have plans in the future to visit
the Burin Peninsula , Burgee and the Clode Sound
areas.

Meanwhile , let us all take time to rejoice
during this holiday season.

ADd tb~n ,,~n llJ tbe .allJ~ COUDtr'7 dJ~pbercU
abJdJlJ6llJtb~tI~/d, bepln6 ".teb over tbeJr
DockbrlJ16bt.

ADd. 10.tb~.lJIeloltbeLordt.m~ upoatb~m.

aad tbl!'.lorroltbe Lord .lboa~ rouad .bout them;
aad tb~r ..~n~re dr.Jd.

ADd tbl!' .lJIe/ ..JdWIlD tb~m . Furaot ; lor
bebold.lb~rou.oo4 UcUa6. ol6Te.tjor.
"l1JcbMJ.llbeto.llSJfl1ple . -

For uatorou 11bo11ltbh d.r llJ the cltrolnand.
A S.rfour. "bleb u Cluilt the Lord.

To all of you a merry Christ mas and a happy
and prosperous New Year .
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A Message from
the Provincial Minister

of Fisheries
Once again the time is upon us to reflect on the year past and to look for ­
ward to the year ahead .

1983 was a year of mixed returns in our fishery. We conti nued to expe rience
some of the recurring structural problems and some areas of ou r prov ince
were adversely affected by low levels of inshore landings. However, at the
same ti me, we took a major step forward to resolving the pro blems that faced
our offs hore sec tor. Tha t step was, of course, the sign ing of the federal ­
provi ncial agreement for rest ructuring of the deepsea fis hery .

This was undo ub ltedly the most significant event to occur in ou r f ishery in
some time; significant not only in terms of the specific clauses in the
agreement bu t, most importantly. in its signal of coopera tion for the two
levels of government to work together to develop our fishing ind us try. In fac t
it is because of this cooperation that I am looking forward with a fair degree
of optimism to 1984 as a year in which we will continue to prog ress towards
the brig ht future that our fishery holds.

As your provincial Minister of Fisheries it was again a pleasu re for me to
have met and wo rked with many of you towards resolving yo ur co nce rns
related to our fis hery. I am looking forward to having the oppo rtun ity to do
mo re of the same in 1984. We have a common goal and I am confident that if
we all wo rk toge ther we will be successful in reachi ng tha t goa l.

At thi s tim e, on behalf of my staff and my family, I wo uld like to ex tend to
yo u and yours best wis hes for a very Merry Christmas and for man y happy
returns in the year ahead.

Hon . Jim Morgan , M.H.A.
Min ist er of Fisheries



special section
DECKS AWASH - 3

Hamilton Sound and Gander Bay



4 - DECKS AW ASH

histo ry

Carmanville

V niously known as Western Arm and Rocky Bay
in its early history , Carmanville received its

present name in June 1906in honor of the Reverend
Albert Carman (1833·1917), the General Super-in­
tendent of the Methodist Church of Canada. This was
an appropriate acknowledgement of the role played by
the Methodist Cburch lDsettling the region .

Early census reports sbow a rapid increase in
population to 171in 1884. when over balf the residents
were directiy engaged I.n fishing . Cod, salmon and
caplin were all important and that year's census also
lists 344seals taken . Farming was also important with
sheep and pigs the most common domestic animals in
the early days of settlement. By 1891 the population
bad increased to 296on botb sides of Western Arm and
there were two lobster canning factories in the com­
munity. SeaUng had by then lost its prominence in the
local economy . but the Labrador fishery continued to
provide substantial income , both directly in the sale of
cod and cod oil , and indirectly in the building of
schooners and decked inshore boats. The hospital boat
Bonnie Nen I was also built in Carmanville and used
by the Notre Dame Bay Memorial Hospital at
Twillingate.

Farming WII associated with Western Arm from tbe
first days of settlement and reached a peak around
1900, when the population was swelled with those
engaged in the Labrador fishery , lobster canning and
logging. Sheep and poultry were raised by many local
families, together with smaller numbers of horses,
cattle, pigs and goats . It was no accident that the
popular ballad Aunt Martha's Sheep was penned by
Ellis Coles in CarmanvUle.

When logging increased In impo rtance in the early
1900s many residents left the fisheries to work in the
woods and in the sawmills. Three local sawmUls em­
ployed 15 people in 1911, and 35 by 1921, and the
newfound prosperity raised the combined population of
CarmanvUle IDd Carmanvllle South to 686 by 1921.
About a quarter of the population were engaged in
various aapects of the fishery and the local school had
nea rly 100 pupils. Tbe relative prosperity was reflected
in the tlct that there were 3 teachers, 2 doctors. 3
merchants, 4 farmers , 2 government employees, 2
mechamcs and a storekeeper listed among the com­
munity's residents.

The community changed very little over the nut 40
years, with logging and lumbering the major focus of
activity with fishing an important sideline for many .
Horses were the main method of transporting logs 10
the sawmillJ and most families owned one . As late IS
1962.Bowater WII sti11100kingat the area as a base for
operations. Several subsequent factors combined to
reduce CarmanvUle's Importance as a lumbering
centre and caused a return to the fishery.

Centralization of pulpwood operations in Grand Falls
and the devastation of mOlt of the area's standing
timber in the 1961fire left a permanent mark OD the
lown's economy . Ironi~aUy , the third faclor '10'11 a
dlrect result of the town's lncorporation on Marcb 29,
1'55 . Incorporation bad been supported iDthe hope of a

United Church, Carmanville .

better road system. This was achieved in the ear ly
19605, but the results have been mixed . Coasta l
steamers and passenger boats made trips to
Lewisporte on a regular basis and ensured that it
remained tbe supply centre for the whole region . The
provision of a direct road link to Gander of a little over
40 mUes meant that local stores no longer found It
profitable or necessary tc carry the wide range of
supplies and materials that had been available in the
past. The road link also prevented the setting up of any
local industries to provide employment. A sea link to
Fogo Island has recently been discontinued now that
the ferry terminal hll been moved to Farewell.

Sawmills continued to operate in the area into the
1970s and were very active after the spruce budworm
iDfeataUons of the late 1170s and early 1980s when
mature timber '10'11 harvested as quickly as possible .
Tbis acUvity was shortltved. however. and there are
now only a few small family sawmtlls and one seasonal
pulpwood operation on the outskirts of town.

When the fresh lobster market opened in the 1950s
many people returned to fishing on a full-time or part­
time basis. Nevertheless, even today , only a small
proportion oCthe 1000or so residents are engaged in the
various fisheries . There are 15 full-time and 30 part­
time fishermen who operate 2 longliners and 35 out­
boards from the twtn - communities . Lobster and
salmon provide the bulk of the local catch. with cod,



berring and squid important seasonally. Fishermen in
the community sell to EngJets in Musgrave Harbour,
Notre Dame Fisheries in Comfort Cove and Hopkins in

Carmanville South
Carma nville South is merged with its larger neigh­

bour CarmanviUe on the opposite shore of Western
Arm , but it retains its own identity and a sense of in­
dependence. Settle ment of the area began in Car­
manville South when John Day landed with his wife
and her two children in 1826.

It appears that for nearly half a century the Day
fa mily had things very much their own way in the area .
John Day made every effort to keep other settlers out.
Changing the area 's name from Western Arm to Rocky
Bay was a subtle way of discouraging settlement. It
worke d for a long time . but eventually word got out
that the harbor was excellent and the inshore fishing
was reward ing, In 1857 the first census recorded 15
inhabitants, all re lated to John Day and the nearest
neighbors as late as 1874were still 7 -8 miles away ,

In the next 20years both sides of Western Arm were
settled by Churc h of Engla nd and Methodist families
fro m the TwUlingate and Wesleyville areas , Car­
manville South alone had 122 residents in 1911
prosperin g from the salmon fishery and fur trading ,
which had occupied residents from the beginning , A
tota l of 63 furs . Including beaver, otter, and fox were
sold for $280in 1911 and 39 furs valued at $306 were
tra ded in 1921,

Shipbuilding was a major activ ity for residents of
Car manville South arou nd 1900. Pine. spruce and fir
were all plentiful and logging was an important ec-

blm long to realize that thta
In blatory. In 1825John Day

aMary Burton , a wtdow from
nd;:'!he next year moved with
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Frederickton. There are no fishplants in the immediate
area , although there have been fish-packing operations
in the past. 11

AtypIcal scene Inthe Cermarwrtte area .

tivity year round. The Hicks family , who had been
among the first to follow John Day in the 1860s,figures
prominently among fishermen who went farther afield
for cod. Jesse Hicks was typical of the community's
residents. He built a boat for every year of his life up to
the age of 66, including a total of nine schooners for
fishing off the Penguin . Funk and Wadham Islands . A
typica l winter of activity for Jesse was building three
or-four smaller boats for the inshore fishery .

The community remains small but active , with a mix
of occupations typica l of the region as a whole. Salmon
and lobster provide an important source of income for
some residents, while service industries and logging
offer some full-time and seasonal jobs . "

her two children to an area on the Stra ight
Shore that now is known 81 CarmanvWe
South. Tradition baa It that be was ap­
proaching nay's Point and JaW a famUy of
Indians camped on a promontory. The Indian
leader threw his weapons into the water II a
sign of friendlhip and allowed the newcomers
to camp overnlgbt and eventually build a
cabin.

For the next three deeadel it seems John
Day and bla fsmily beld undlaputed
poaaesslon of the area,llI flab and fura , partly
becauae of the relative Iaolatlon, but a
bee of John 'a alngle-mlnded deter'

I that way. Wben the
i! m~ved ~to the a'i-ea a
and 'i mit.. away , they
~ct lbe Day famut a

pr vacy. aide Day property led to
a very pointed reminder that trespassing waa
not appreciated. The fur waa taken , but the
carcass was left as I warning .

John Day died In January, 1893, but bl.
great-great-crandlOn still Uves on the same
point of land aetlled by a very singular man
over a century·and-a·balf .go. ."
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Asign of tne limes at Noggincove

Noggin Cove

Although the spelling of the community's name has
changed oyer the years. there is no reason to doubt the
tradition that it was based on a buttertub-like container
bearing the same name . The story goes that an ex­
ploring trapper found such a container. used by
pioneering families as a platter. on a rock close to
shore and rNomed the community .fter it.

The earliest mention of Noggin Cove is in an 1857
census when there were 6 residents listed . By IB7l the
only fisherman listed among IS residents was Robert
Wheaton. John Doyle was present for awhile at the
western edge of the present community before he
moved to Tilting Harbour 011 Fogo . He was a fisherman
and cooper who made staves for fish drums and split
hoops from the birch that grew alongside the sman
stream entering the cove. John Parsons arrived with
his father and a James White in 1876.and their children
were the first baptized in the community by the United
Church minister the following year .

Labrador fishermen who had sheltered in the cove
often remarked on the peculiarity of the wind. A breeze
blowing onshore anywhere else was always offshore In
the cove . This may explain wby there was such dense
forest growth to the water 's edge compared witb neigh­
boring communities. In the 192Qs a fire destroyed
several buildings and the 1961fire burned nearly all the
area 's timber stands .

During the early part of its history Noggin Cove was
basically a fishing community. In 1884, 26 of the 46
inhabitants were engaged in the eod fishery and one
ship bad already been built In the community. This

Fr eder ick ton

The first mention of settlers in the Frederlckton area
was in 1883. At that time the United Church minister
baptized three children born In ·the settlement of
Bassett's Harbour. By 1901this community was con­
sidered a part of the larger settlement of Frederickton
which had a total of 66inhabitants listed In the census.
The origin of the various names is not known. although
it is very likely that Frederlckton itself was named for
local merchant Frederick Scott .

Lobster fishing provided more than balf of the 66
residents with Income or jobs in the two local factories

Aqulel day at Noggin cove.

trend continued as the population rose to 112 in 1911,
when 66 residents were tisted as fishermen. Two ships
conunued to go to Labrador until the 19305.but lobste r
and herring rapidly toot over as the major fisheries.
By 1921,there were two lobster canning factories being
kept very busy in the community. and there were 36
registered fishermen in 1936.

Around this time lumbering became a major sourc e
of employment and income contributing greatly to the
community's economic well-being until the 1961 fire
made a large-scale operation uneconomic. Another
important acltvity for more than half of the famWes
was martet gardening and farming. The community
was in fact considered important enough to be included
in a 1963 Agricultural and Rural Development Act
(ARDA) study of farming communities around the
Island. This study indicated that none of the 35families
that owned agricultural land in the community
believed that produce was worthwhile as more than a
supplement to other income. This belief was commo n
to all communities in the area and reflects a shift from
the earlier self·sufficiency necessitated by relative
isolation. Many families are now growing their own
vegetables, but all purchases of produce are made in
Gander.

At the present time there are 12 full-time fisbermen
operating a longliner and 25 outboards from Noggin
Cove. Lobster. salmon and cod are sold tbrou,h
Product Traders in Frederickton. Employment lJ
relatively high with full-time, part-time and seasonal
employment as laborers, carpenters and machioe
operators supptementtng fishing and woods' work. ~

In 1901and the cannery continued to be an important
source of income in 1911,when the population had io­
creased to 107.There were four ships registered for the
offshore fishery that year but a total of 21 out of 22
boats engaged in lobster fishing in 1921is indicative of
the community's economic base. By 1935 the
population had risen to 172 when logging bad become
more importaot.

Frederlckton is the most aeuve fishing community In
the area where there are 30 fishermen . Salmon and
lobster are very important to local fishermen. with



squid , lumpfish and cod also taken seasonally. Catches
are sold to Englets in Musgra ve Harbour and both
Hopkins and Product Trad ers in the community.

An interesting addition to the local scen ery just off
the rocks behind the governm ent wharf Is a rusting
wreck comprising the rema ins of a freighter carrying
bay from Ireland In 1960when it broke its moorings
during a storm. The captain dr opped two anchors . but
the force of the gale broke both chains and blew the
ship towards the rocks . Knowing th at the ship was
about to run agrou nd and that his cargo might shift and
cause the vessel to cap size , the captain made a
decision to steam full speed ahea d in an attempt to
wedge the ship on submerged rocks until the storm
abated and the tide rose .

To ensure that the vessel would not tip over at low
tide it was cemented to the Oat-topped glacial boulder
on which it had lodged with a view to reOoating both
rock aod vessel at the firs t ava ilable extreme high tide .
This proved unwork able , however, and the cargo and
equipment were sa lvaged from the vesse l. In the 23
years following . high tides . stor ms and str ong winds

Davidsville

The origin of both the present da y community name
and the first listings in 1874as Man Point is not known.
Yet the area had been known long before as an ex­
cellent place to catch salmon . Garland and Reid had
premises at Man Point at the end of the 17905 and sent
their pickled salmon to Green spond . This activity
car ried on after Hodder and Gillingham moved from
Gander Bay and purchased the factory.

The fame of the salmon fisher y spread well beyond
the local region and att ra cte d settlers from Change
Islands and Fogo . The result was a 1866report by the
Justice of the Pe ace from Fogo, J ames Fitzgerald ,
recommending re stri ctions on sal mon fishing . The
main problem was that nets were being set r ight across
the mouth of the ri ver thus preventing salm on from
going upstream to spawn . A law was pas sed to make
this illegal, but it appears that it was lar gely ignored
by most local fishe rmen . By 1884the salmon fishery
had dropped to an all-time low and man y residents
switched to the Labra dor fishery.

The community incre ased to 76 inhabitants by the
1911 census , and sa lmon fishing aga in became the
main activity . A few ships venture d to the Funks and
Labrador in seereb of cod as late as 1921when the first
mention of lumbering In the community listed 12
people involved , By the tim e the community name was

DECKS AWASH - 1

have failed to shift the vessel even an inch . So it
rem ains a testament to the problems encountered by
early traders along this shallow and rocky coastli ne.
The ravages of time have left holes above and below
the waterline , but it will be some time yet before this
local landmar k will be overcome by the sea that
tra pped It. 11

changed to Mann Point around 1935 there were 122
inhab itan ts with only one boat listed as involved in the
fisher y, Most of the other res idents were connected in
one way or anothe r with the sawmill built by Harr y

The Anglican Church, Davidsville.
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French in neighboring Main Point.
The prese nt name was adopted after 1945.

(presumably to avoid confusion with Main Point> when
the population was listed as 158. all but four of whom
were members of the Church of England . Lobster and
salmon are tbe only species caught in the sballow
waters offtbe community by 4full-time Ind 3 part-time
fishermen operating 16 outboards . The lack of local
employment has caused many residents to travel as
far as Labrador to accept seasonal employment as
river guides, laborers. carpenters and machine
operators. 11

Beaver Cove

First settled by tbe Brinsons in 18.50. Beaver Cove
bad appeared in an 1805land grant to John Marshal. By
1857there were two families for a total of 10 residents
who lived almost entirely on income from fisbing and
fur trading.

The community remained small and never exceeded
four families . although its population just before it was
abandoned was as high as 34 in 1946. The Labrador
fishery accounted for most activity until the 1920swhen
lobsters were canned locally . Salmon fisbing and
lumbering also supplemented incomes but the com­
munity was never large enough to support a cburcb or
school. All that remains now are cleared areas and a
graveyard.

Main Point

This small community on the inner section of the bay
was settled much later than its neighbors and owes its
existence largely to Harry French who moved from
Change Islands in the 1870sand set up a business. He
wn the first merchant in the area and operated the
largest sawmill In the region . He exported rough
timber and plants until the 1950s and provided em­
ployment for restdents of the community and neigh­
boring Davidsville .

Apart from an 1876 birth of a child to Eli and
Rosanna Hodder in March the first official mention of
the community appears in the 1921census . By then it
bad become a thriving community of M. with 4
fishermen and 13residents engaged in lumbering. The
sawmill had 30 employees and was larger than the
operations at CarmanvUle.

By 1935most of the 47 inhabitants were working in
the woods or in the French sawmill and there is
mention of only one boat in the community. Some

Beaver Cove: Gone but not forgotten .

Hauled up lor the year In Main Point.

lobster and salmon fishing probably continued . but the
fisheries were only an income supplement at that time .
By 1971. the population had reached 209. but tbe day. of
the sawmill were numbered II a result of a falling
market and the 1961 fire. Tbe only abandoned bouse in
the wbole region was found in this community. Today.
however . there Is evidence of new bouse building and
extensions IS well.

Salmon and lobster now provide the income for 3 fuU­
time and 4 part-time fishermen. who operate 13 out­
boards from the community. Eels and offshore cod are
sometimes added to the catch. which is sold through
Hopkins in Frederickton. lJ



Gander Bay area
Many regions of Newfoundland can trace their

history in written records as far back as 400 years to
the time of Sir Humphrey Gilbert. Not so the area
known as Gander Bay. For tbe most part this Io-mtle­
wide bay , which was once part of the French Shore was
overlooked by settlers until the early 1800s. This is
perhaps becau se Newfoundland was valuable as a base
for the fishing industry , and Gander Bay Is shallow and
too far from the fishing grounds of Hamilton Sound to
have been seen as a suitable area for settlement. Even
after settlement began there are very few records
extant because the area was not included in the census
report. until the mld-l800s. As a result, much of the
knowledge of Gander Bay pr ior to 1900comes from the
rich oral tradition of the people of the are a.

The first settler was a Micmac Indi an , originally
from Nova Scotia . The first white settlers arrived via
Fogo and Change Islands in search of farm land and
timber, and by all accounts lived in harmony with the
Micmac settler. In fact , intermarriage occurred and
many residents of Clarke' s Head and other com­
munities in the vicinity are of Micmac descent.

Even after settlement began , the people kept their
connection with Fogo and Change Islands . Many
stayed only for the winter to cut timber and left again
in the spring. Permanent settlers depended on other
areas for supplies. The 1862book of accounts of Earle
Collection at Fogo shows that there were 5 men in
Gander Bay who had accounts with the firm.

Population growth was slow with only 12 people
living in the entire bsy in 1851. At this time the
predominant religion was Church of Engl and but there
were four Roman Catholics who might have been
descendants of the original Micmac setuer who WIS

converted to Catholicism before he left Nova Scotia .
In the early times, as is the case today , there was no

major industry in Gander Bay. Various census reports
show that the people divided their time between work
in the woods, trapping , farming , salmon and cod
fisbing , especi ally the Labrador cod fisher y. At one
time shipbuilding was Important with the arrival of a
Mr. Saunders from Blackpool , England in the 18905.
Various sawmill operations provided employment to
residents , especially the ones owned by the Horwood
Lumber Company and George Phillips Company. The
latter operated the largest sawmill in the country in
Gander Bay during the heyday of lumber industry in
the region from 1895to 1905. The operation employed
between 200and 300men at its height .

Thew salmon fishery was at one time important
economically to the people of Gander Bay . There are
records of canning and pickling factories in some
communities and the products were sent to Fogo and
Change Islands for sale . Until approximately 30 years
ago , many people in the are a were engaged in the
Labrador fishery as well. Today salmon fishing is
import"l!lt only as a sport and while none of the
fishermen go to Labrador anymore , many are involved
in lobster. squid , and cod fishing .

The first road in Gander Bay was built in 1883but
Isolation remaind the order of the day until the 1960s
when a system of roads connected the communities
with Gander at one end , and Lewtsncrte and
Twilling ate at the other. Prior to that time , the
residents travelled by boat to Fogo. Twill ingate and
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On the Gander River circa 1930 - photo courtes y New·
loundland Histor icalSOCiety.

Sawmillat Gander BaySouth .

Lewtsporte. and by walking or by horse and lied over
land to Greenspond and Gambo .

The " modern" amenities were slow to come to
Gander Bay and development can be traced to the
boom in the lumber Industry around the early 1900s.It
was at this time that the population began to grow
significantly which In turn served as a catalyst for the
establishment of merchants and general stores in the
region . Even then residents had to special order items
or travel to other centres outside the bay to buy them.
It was also during this period that the first churches
and schools were estahlished.

Today , the population of Gander Bay Is close to 2500.
The pulp and paper Industry and the fishery remain
important In the region although none can be said to be
an economic mainstay . Many residents must rely on
employment In other centres. The dominant religion is
Church of England but there has been an wOUl[ of
United Cburch , Salvation Army and Pentecostal
Assembly members . The Roman Catholic community
remains the smallest denomination In the regton
although it has Increased somewhat lately . Gander
Bay is made up of eight small communities stretching
from Davidsville in the east to Rodger's Cove in the
west and none has IS yet found it necessary to in­

corporate and elect a town council. l!!
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Salt Island

Halfway across the causeway from Gander Bay
South to Clarke's Head there is a small island. On the
Island there Is a delapldated bouse , a log cabin, a sbed
and a tiny graveyard . Tbe house was built over 110
years ago by William Hodder and Is Slid to be the
oldest dwelling in Gander Bay. There is no sign
marking the name of the Island , but William's great
grandson Javls say. it Is caUed Salt Island. The
graveyard Is the oldest in the area and although only 12
graves are marked , Javls say. his family will soon
have to stop using the burial site because it is almost
full. The oldest headstone is that of "Eliz" Gillingham
and bears the date 1817.

Before the causeway was built , tbe deceased were
taken by boat out to their last resting place in the
graveyard wblcb is surrounded by a wbite picket
fence. Wben the causeway was built, the Hodder
bmily tried to convince the authorities to add some
extra gravel to connect Salt Island . Their request was
denied so a small plankway was constructed to enable
people to walk from the causeway to the Island .

William , the original settler, made a living salmon
fishing from the island . Located very near the mouth of
the Gander River , the island was an ideal spot to net
salmon as they made their way to the river to spawn
each year. William salted and shipped the salmon 10
wooden caskets to merchants In Fogo and elsewhere.
He built I tilt for I winter residence on the shores of the
Gander River at Granfer's Point. It was originally
called Grandfather's Point, but was pronounced
Granfer's and eventually the spelling changed to suit
the unique pronunciation.

By the early 1900s, the Hodders built a cannery at
Salt Island which was operated by William's son
James, and grandsons Alex and Arthur. Then around
1913James and his sons moved off the island and built
houses at Granfer', Point which has since become a
part of George's Point. The Hodders continued to use
the facilities at Salt Island for salmon fishing.

Clarke's Head

Sometime in the late 1700s• Micmac Indian and his
mother arrived in what is now Clarke's Head by way of
Conne River . Near the mouth of the Gander River he
cleared a plot of land and set about trapping furs to
earn a Hving. He also fished for salmon on the river to
provide variety in his diet . His name was Charles
Francis.

But his solitude did not last long. A few years later
John Bussey came from Fogo in search of land suitable
for farming . Being In industrious sort , he cleared In
entire point and called It, not surprisingly, Bussey 's
Point . He planted vegetables and raised livestock, and
ute his Micmac neighbor fished for salmon. His at­
tempt It immortality did Dotsucceed, however. for the
area later became kno.... n IS Tibbey's Point and today
it is no longer distinguished from Clarke's Head at all .

Gradually, more settlers came, and by 1938 there
were eight houses at Clarke 's Head with a population of
68. Somewhere along the way Charles married into the
white community . taking a GUUngham woman from

t l' I

Modern power lines loom over the old buildings and
graveyard on Salt Island .

Their livelihood was taken away from them shortl y
after Confederation when federal fisheries officia ls
moved the ulmon berth about a mile up the rive r
which meant the Hodders could no longer fish from the
island.

Javis says they tried to keep the house his gre at­
grandfather built in good repair but found it impossible
because of the hard economic times. When first built,
the house had one-end-a-batt storeys with a kitchen and
a bedroom downstairs, and two bedrooms upstairs. A
large open fireplace provided all the beating. Later a
stove was purchased to heat the bouse. The Hodders
have removed all the furniture except a dresser which
was used In the kitchen. Some articles remaining fro m
the days when the family fished for salmon from Salt
Island are stored In the shed there. Today it is seldom
visited except when a member of the Hodder family
goes to join his ancestors in the graveyard there. .,

Gander Bay River Boats dot the shoreline at Clarke's
Head



Greenspo nd for his wife . Their only problem was Lbat
be was Rom an Cath olic and sbe was a member of Lbe
Churcb of Eng land . Tbey brought that situ ation to a
ba ppy conclusion by agreelng to raise half th eir
chil dre n in her faith and the other half in his . It is
possi ble, howe ver th at Charles ' mother was none too
pie-sed With the arrangement for sbe returned to Nova
Scotia .

As ti me went on Clarke' s Head bec ame known for its
lu mbe ri ng. A shipbuilder nam ed Saunders from Black·
pool. En gland , came to Clarke' s Head in the 1890s and
se t up business premises . He invested in the fishery
incl ud ing the Labrador and open ted a large sawmill
whteb exported rough lumber. The cpereuon of the
mill continued until tbe 19505. At about the same time a
Geor ge Phillips obtained leases for 270 thou sand acres
of virgin timberland on the banks of the Gander River
and began to operate mills at Botwood , Glenwood ,
Norris Arm and Campbellton. In the winter he em­
ployed between 200and 300men in his woods ' operation
near Clar ke' s Head . But the opention literally died
with him In 1905, just ten years after it began . It was
purchased by the Newfoundland Timber Estates which
closed it down soon afterwards. Perhaps bec ause of the
im port a nce of the woods ' operations , the fishery In
Cla r ke ' . Head beg an to die .

Clartes' Head bas th e distincti on of be ing the site at
the first churc h in Gander Bay . In 1905 an Anglican
Churc h WIS finis hed to pr ovide a plac e of worship for
the com muni ty' s 221 mem bers of the Church of
E ngland . The Rom an Catholic Cburcb m aint ained its
pre se nce of 36 members whicb gre w to 42 over the next
30 years. There were also 13 Meth odists In the com-

Wing's Point

Nestled between Clarke's Head and Victoria Cove on
the west coas t of Gander Bay , this tiny community has
ha d very little to say about itself over the years. The
first mention of Wing's Point is in th e census of 1935. At
that tim e th ere was a population of 58 people , all of
whom wer e members of the Churc h of En gland .
Althoug h th er e was no tea cher in the com munity ,
fourt een cbildre n from Wing's Po int wer e enrolled in
sc hool pr esumably at Cla rke's Head or Victoria Cove.

In 1!H2 form er Premier J .R. Sm allwood ref ers to
Wing 's Point as a fishing community is his Gu etr er .
He does not , however, re cord the number of peop le
eng aged in the fishery for a living. In modern-day
Wing's Po int there Is a sm all woods' and sawm ill
ope ration. Tbe woods ' opera tion supplies timber for
Abitibi· Price in Grand F alls and th e sawmill Is bein g
rebuilt afte r a fire wbich destr oyed it a number of
yea rs ago.

Th e st ronges t religion in th e com m unity has

Victoria Cove

Exposure to Nortb AUantic storms at Change Island'
and Fogo sent many people in searcb of leIS exposed
ar eas for settlement. Tbe protected coves of Gander
Bay wer e ideal and that is why Victoria Con ......
settled . Originally known II Old HOllie Cove or Little
House Cove, IU first settler .a. Richard. Bursey of
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mun ity .
Clarke's Head is the place where the first moose was

la nded in Newfoundland . In 1875 the HMS Eclipse
lan ded a buck and a doe to se e If the animals could
su rvive in the area . The following year the fisheries
officer aboa rd the HMS Bullfinch arrived to find that
the buck was dead and the doe had wandered off . At
th is point the oral tradition surrounding th e story
becomes Interesting . One version has it that a man
traveling by horse and sled to Clarke 's Head struck the
buck and injured It so badly that there was nothing to
be done but put the poor animal out of its misery . A
m ore plausible version claims that the unnamed
genUe ma n tilled the moose intentionally for the supper
ta ble perhaps starting the tradition of setting out in
winter to hunt for moose in the woods a round Gande r
Bay . It was not unt il seve ral yea rs la te r that more
moose were lan ded In the area.

It is also sai d th at there was a great fire in Clarke's
Head in the 1890s wbich wiped out all the houses In the
com m unity . The fire Is said to have cut a path a mile
wide for a distance of five miles to an are a known as
Cba r les Cove .

One fin al note of distinction at Clarke's Head is the
development of the Gander Bay river boat . In ap ­
pearance it is remarkably like an Indian can oe wiLb a
few modifications. It is designed to withstand rough
waters and. since it does not sit very deep in the wate r
is ideal for use in the shallow waters of Gander Bay and
the Gander River. Today . the boats are made by
Ga nde r Bay Woodcra fts at Clarke's Head operated by
the local Indian Band Council . III

Stocking up lor the winter at Wing 's Point .

rem a l.ned Church of England. but by 1!H5 the United
Chur ch also had a presence the re with twelve memo
bera out of a tota l population of 116peop le . Today , both
reli4ions ar e pra ctised In Wing's Point and the
pop\llaUoQ stands at 224people. m

Cbanae lslands who arrtved In th e mld'l800s In l ea rc b
of fertUe farmland . He div ided hil time between far'
miDa:a nd salmon fisbing .

Tbe next known settle r wa s Job n Wesle y Webb who
arrived in 1889 with bi' fa mily . Sbortly afte r 1100 Mr.
Webb WII emp loyed by Hodge'. La w Firm , FOlo , to
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survey Old House Cove and it was he who changed the
name of the community to Victoria Cove in honor of
Queen Victoria.

I
The first merc hant set up prem ises in the community

in 1894.John Alfred King and George Reccord arrived
that yeu and while Mr. King took up fuming and
salmon fishing. Mr. Reccord invested In the Labrador

I fishery . It was a descendent of his , ESllu Bececrd.
who opened up the first general store in Victoria Cove
in the early 19005.

In the early yea rs of settle ment. Old House Cove was
used primarily as a place to cut wood in winter , and
people came and went as the seasons changed. But as
time went on. more and more familie s stayed, and by
1883there were enough permanent residents to justify
the allocation of the sum of $50 for a road or " cow's
path" from Victoria Cove to Clarke 's Head.

The social life in Old House Cove revolve d aroun d
religious activi ties of the members of the Cburch of
England. The people had no churc h and ra rely IIW a
priest, but prayer servic es were held each week in
members ' homes. Benjamin Tor ravllle was appointed
lay reader and Essau Recco rd II super intendent of the
Sunday School. In 1898 const ruction began on a cburch
and school building wbich were destroyed by fire in
1903before it could be finished. Mr. Torraville donated
the use of his boat shed for scbool, and wort began once
more on the project in 1906. Tbe churcb was finally
completed in 1909 and was officially opened by
Reve rend N.S. Facey of Chan ge Islands . The school
was finished two years later. Re.ldents had a hard

Rodger's Cove

Very little is known about the development of
Rodger's Cove except for the information provided by
census re ports since 1900. It is likely that the com­
munity was not settled until after 1900because it is first
mentio ned in the 1911 census as havin g a population of
13 peop le. All but one wer e Church of England , the
other being Methodist. The people made their living
from the sea, six on a full-tim e basi s while two other s
supplemented their income by cultivating tbe land .

Ten years later Rodger 's Cove had more th an
doubled its population. The origi na l two families had
grown to seven with a total population of 39people . The

time keeping a teacher until the arrival of Marcus
Hopkins wbo stayed for a years and is credited with
Introducing some high school Instruction to the school.

Government land grants encouraged gro wth in
Victoria Cove and the men found employment In the
Phillips woods operation on the Gander River in tbe
late 1800sand early 1900s. Later many resident. found
wort at the Anglo-Newfoundland Development
Company (A.N.D.) mill in Grand Falls and in their
woods ' operations . This meant that many of the men
were forced to live awa y from the ir families for work.
By UIM nearly all the men In Victoria Cove worked for
A.N.D. or Bcwater.

Today Victoria Cove has a very successful
development associ ation , a post office and an acti ve
youth club. A community wbarf gives testimony to the
fact that somere.identssUIlrely 00 the flsbery. I!

sole Metbodi st had some company by this time as It of
his brethren had moved to the community. At this time
not one per son clas sified himself as a full-time
fisherman in the 1921 census but 13 residents were
fisherm en-farmers at that tim e. Seven children from
the community were at school. By 1935the population
had grown only to 43 perhaps due to the fact that a
United Church family bad moved into the community.
Only one child was atte nding schools and it appear s
that th e Depr ess ion bad taken its toll on the economic
picture because all the residents wer e unempl oyed .

Tbings turned aroun d agai n afte r Wor ld War I l.

Hor ses take advantage of loW' t ide at Rodger's Cove



however , and by 1945 the population had jumped to 95
people. The United Church now had 22 followers but
the Church of England rem ained the dominant re ligion
with 73 mem bers . Ea rly in the next decad e the
religious bas e had expanded to four denominati ons
with the arrival of a group of Salvation Army mem ­
bers . The group , who bad been turned away by t!ie
residents of Victori a Cove a few years earlier, suc­
ceeded in est ablishing the first Salva tion Army
Barracks in Gander Bay at Rodger's Cove. Today the
Salvation Army Is well established in the commu nity
for a tot al of 20.

The Rodger 's Cove of 1983 Is small, quiet. and is
known in the area for the secluded group of summer
cabins on the farthermost rea ch of the point . A drive
through the community gives the impre ssion th at these
holiday res idents outnumber the permanent residents .fII

Horwood

The first thing that should be men tioned about
Horwood Is that it is not In Gander Bay. It is loca ted In
Dog Bay and took Its original name from the nam e of
the bay . The community of Dog Bay first became at­
tractive as a winter residen ce for people from Fogo.
They would come to Dog Bay in the late fall , and lived
in "tilts" or log cabins , spent the winter CUlling wood
which they would pile on the ice in the bay , When
spring ca me , the logs were loaded onto boats and
tra nsported back to Fogo. leaving Dog Bay Iitenlly
deser ted for the summer.

The first person to take up permanent residence in
Dog Bay was William Cull who arrived in the 18905.He
built the firs t house (as opposed to a tilt ), which still
stands today according to Major Ed Necho , the
resident histor ian of Horwood. According to the Maior,
it Is the first house on the left side of the road as you
enter the com munity.

Those nrs t winter residents carne to Dog Bay in
se ar ch of timber, and so it would be with the first
businessmen there as well. In about 1900 John Carter
esta blis hed a pit-prop operation at Dog Bay . His
business prospered beca use of the big demand for pit­
props in the mining Industry in Great Britain. But in
1902 the Horwood Lumber Company moved in and
bought up Mr. Carter's business and he, in turn , went
to work for them . Horwood Lumber was incorporated
in Dog Bay with assets of $153.000 and by 1904, there
was a mill, several bunk houses , a cook house and a
wharf. The company shipped in large numbers of
horses each fall for use in the woods' operation.

But the young comp any suffered a severe setba ck
that same year . Fire destroyed the mill, the lumber
and planks stockpiled in the yard . as well as a number
of othe r build ings in Dog Bay. When new fac ilities were
constructed , the company added seven or eight
com pany houses which accommodated from one to
three families each . Also added was a company store
with a post office.

The store proved to be a source of confront ation
some years later. The company paid the men in scr ip
which was redeemable at the company store . This
forced the workers to shop at the company store and
tie d the worker completely to the company in almost
every way . In 1920, one brave soul , a certain Mr.
Comer decided to challenge this monopoly and opened
another store in the community . which by th is time had

DECKS AWASH -13

Sheep grazing at Horwood

changed Its name to Horwood after the major em­
ployer . He had no short age of customers but did ru n
into a problem in th at his customers bad a shortage of
hard cash . He was forced to accept company scri p
from those who shopped in his store but the compao,
refused to redeem it for cash when he presented it at
their offices . Mr. Comer appears to bave beee a fighte r
for he took the Hor wood Lumber Company to court and
the judge ordered the compaoy to exchange his scrip
for cash at tbelr office in Horwood. But having won hil
battle Mr. Comer closed his shop, packed his bags , and
left Horwood for parts unknown. Perhaps his victor,
ca me too late to save his business.

It is not clear exactly when the communttr bec ame
known as Horwood. It appea rs as Horwood East in the
census of 1911 and someti me during World War I the
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use of East was dropped and it has been known simply
as Horwood ever since.

The horses used in the woods' operation were a
never-ending source of antagonism with the women of
Horwood. When they weren't being used to haul logs,
the company had a habit of turning them loose in the
community and they would eat all the vegetables in
kitchen gardens the women set each year. It was ex­
pected that the advent of the tractor to replace the
animals during World War II would end the bitter
battle. But upon hearing of the tractors , Major Neche
tells the story of one woman who is reported to have
said , "Yes, another thing to break down our fences and
eat our cabbage ."

Although the town still bears its name, the company
pulled out in 1954. Since that time some small family
operations have operated from time to time and one,
which has been moved to Dog Bay Pond, is still

Stoneville

Settled over 150years ago, Stoneville has been known
by at least two other names in the course of its history .
There is no written history of the community dating
back that far , but a headstone in the graveyard dates
back to the early 1800s. According to oral tradition, one
of four Hodder brothers from England moved here
after they had completed an apprenticeship to a fish
merchant at Fogo. Two others settled In Gander Bay,
one at Mann Point , the other at Salt Island. The fourtb
went to Bonavista Bay. Soonafterwards the settlement
came to be known as Dog Bay West.

By 1901 there were 78people living at Dog Bay West.
most of whom were Methodists. and the Church of
England had some presence there as well. The com­
munity also boasted a teacher, and fishing and farming
were listed as the main occupations. At this time, the
Horwood Lumber Company had not yet moved into
Dog Bay which is located across the bay. When Hor­
wood Lumber did establish itself in Dog Bay, a strong
link between the two communities developed. The
number of people depending on the lumber industry for
a living in Dog Bay West had jumped to 24 people by
1911.Prior to 1902only one person from the community
was employed in the pit-prop operation across the bay.
UP until the mid-l900sthe people depended on Horwood
even for their mail , often making a daily journey
across the ice in winter to the post office.

When their neighbor changed its name to Horwood,
Dog Bay West followed suit and changed its name to
Horwood North. The population grew steadily and in

Port Albert

Named in honor of Queen Victoria's husband, Prince
Albert, the community of Port Albert Is located a few
miles north of Stoneville or Hamilton Sound. It first
appears In the 1935census with a population of 92
people, when the main occupation was fishing. The
only religion represented in the community was the
United Church. According to Major Ed Necho of
Horwood, Port Albert was once known as Big Beaver
Cove and although It is not known exactly when the
first settlers came to the community , the United
Church this year celebrated its l00th anniversary in
the community .

By 1945the population had risen to 111people, and

operating today.
History buffs will note that Dog Bay Is the birthplace

of Lady Pamela Fiugerald. She was born Anne (or
Nancy) Simms in 1773. Her mother was a native of
Fogo and there appear to be several candidates for the
father of the child, one of whom was the captain of tbe
ship which she and her mother took to England in 1778.
At the age of ten she found herself In France as a
playmate for the children of a French aristocrat. It
was there that she met and married Lord Edwa rd
Fitzgerald who later left ber widowed after an un­
successful attempt to free Ireland from British rule.
Eventually, after the breakup of ber second marriage
to an American diplomat, Lady Pamela returned to
France where she died penniless. She is buried in
England and a portrait of her now hangs in the Palace
at Versailles. "

1945 there were 185 people living In the community .
Most were members of the United Church, and the
Church of England held onto its small presence with
four members. There were also 18 Salvation Army
members living there by that time. There was stin
some fishing, and a small sawmill was in operation but
most of the people made a living with Horwood Lumber
in Horwood.

Some time after Horwood Lumber pulled out of the
area in 1954 the community changed its name once
again. this time to Stoneville. With the coming of the
road in the early 1960s most of the isolation disap­
peared. Stoneville has its own post office and most
supplies can be purchased from merchants in the
community. II



like Its neighbors to the south , Port Albert was very
isolated because its only link with the outside world
was by boat. It was not untill96S that a road connected
Port Albert with Stoneville and from there to larger
ce ntres such as Gander and Lewisp ort e.

Unlike the eommuatttes in Dog Bay and Gander Bay .
Port Albert eae truly be called a fishing community . In
1970, the provincial government constructed a com­
mUDity wharf which later became the site for a small
fish-salting operation that has been leased to North
Atlaratil: Fisheries. The fishermen rely on cod and
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the area today
Carmanville

Planning for the future

Noggin Cove wharf: one of many Canada Commun ity Development Project s
in the region.

L inda Guy is the co­
ordina tor of the Gander

Bay-Hamilton Sound
Development Association which
has offices just outside Car­
manville. With all the com­
munities from Musgrave
Harbour to Rodger's Cove to
cover. Linda is often on the road ,
especially since the present
difficulties with the federal­
provincial funding started last
year. In fac t, she has been kept
on the go so much that we can
barely catch her on the phone
between tr ips.

How is t he- association
managing amid such un­
certainties?

"It has been a problem ,"
Linda admits. lO We haven 't had
any Canada Works projects in
the last year, but we do have
nine project applications for our
area at the moment . We should
be hearing back on them soon."

In the pas t Linda 's assiciation
and the Lewisporte Area
Developme nt Association
(which cov e r s Horwood ,
Stoneville and Port Albert ) have
sponsored several projects for

Offic e hours don't mean a lo t when you ' re on the go.

fishermen , as well as com- late . Now we've applied again ."
munity service improvements. Linda is very much aware of
What are the proposals being the problem of wandering
considered at present? horses in the are a.

"One is a community ball in "We've applied for a common
Davidsville," says Linda . pastureland for the whole area
"We've reapplied under Canada in Frederickton," she explains.
Works on that. There's also a "It's not being set up in the same
sllpway for the fishermen in way as elsewhere. What we're
Davidsville . Another reap- doing is fencing in a natural
plication is in the Wing's Point area and makin g it accessible to
area. Money was allotted two local people . They will put their
years ago, but the lack of a animals there at their own risk ,
service committee meant that we're not charging any fee or
funding for a fire hall was too taking responsibility for the

animals. It should alleviate the
problem of animals being
dropped off in the communities.
People who are losing their
vegetables can' t do a thing
about it becaus e the com­
munities are unincorporated. It
will certainly help."

Linda is quick to point out that
these are not " make-work"
projects.

"People are independent
around here ," she says, " they
only want government money if
it can work for them, it 's only
good if you can get a retu rn on it.
It's DO use bavin g a facUity
that's not used. Another project
involves wharf reconstruction at
Clarke 's Head . The wharf hasn't



been used since the coastal
boats stopped operating out of
the area and it's deteriorated to
a point where there's no decking
and U's hazardous. The grant
there would be to take it down
and rebuild at."

The Development Association
is also aware of youth problems
in the region.

"We're into regional planning
and have set up a committee,"
she explains. " One of the focal
points for the area will be
recreation, especially for young
people. We'll get ideas from the
communities on the various

aspects and from the people
themselves. We'll also involve
people outside our association
that are interested."

Because the Gander Bay •
Hamilton Sound Development
Association is now the only such
association on the Straight
Shore, planning regional
facilities is difficult.

"There's no enclosed facility
on the Straight Shore," Linda
points out, Hand anything built
bas to be central. We've made a
proposal for enclosing the
outdoor rink at Musgrave
Harbour and we're working with
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the town on that. We're also
involved with various people in
Frederickton and Carmanville
regarding night courses to save
the long drive to Gander and
back. You have to take things
one at a time."

In the meantime Linda is
doing her best to serve the needs
of the 11 communities that
comprise the Gander Bay ­
Hamilton Sound Development
Association. With her drive and
that of some very active
directors. it appears there will
be improvements in the near
future. 11

It's been one of those years

"Everyone suffered a bit
from the loss of the ferry.

It wasn't the main part of our
business here, but it was im­
portant."

Ray Clouter , a local boy who
moved to Stephenville with his
parents and then worked an
Ontario for 16 years , moved
back home in 1976. He is in his
second term as mayor of Car­
manville three years now. He
also runs a general store on the
main road through town.

"Anyone waiting for the ferry
would call ln to pick up snacks.
Now the takeout doesn't
operate. With the ferry traffic
gone, 1 would say there 's been a
decline in business for
everybody of 25%."

Apart from the loss of the
ferry, Ray has had to face other
setbacks during 1983. Witb no
industry in town, any drop in
income is felt all around . This
year may well go down as one of
those years people migbt prefer
to forget.

"The squid just didn't come in
this year and squid means a big
dollar return round these parts.
As an estimate I would say
we've lost something in the
region of $1.25 million for the
communities from Musgrave
Harbour to Clarke 's Head and
that's a lot of missing income .
Nor has cod been plentiful
either. Add it all up and our

The Mathilda Desgagnes unloading
road salt at Carmanville .

businesses may be out 50% or
more by the end of the year. A
lot of families count on squid ."

Ray's not one to beat about the
bush on his mayoral problems
either.

"I'm sure you've heard me
bellyaching that Carmanville
needs a better water system .
We're using groundwater from
an artesian well and the only
way to get more is to go to the
surface waters. One pond that
we're looking at is around 32·
feet deep and extends over a
large area . But we're not the
only town that has a water

problem by any means."
Stlll, there's plenty to be

positive about for the future .
"Carmanville bas a good

harbor that's not being used at
present. We're close to the drill
sites off the Funks and there's
room for development. It's
something for the future."

Then there's the people. Many
are coming back after a spell on
the mainland aod they're
building homes. Practicality is
tbe name of the game as far as
Ray's concerned.

"People are laid off over
there, so what have they got to
do? They bave a home with a
mortgage they've got to payor
leave - one or the other. Nine
times out of ten it's sold and the
equity they've got they bring
here. They go out in the woods
and cut their own wood, the saw
bill's probably 7' or 8t a foot.
That cuts down a whole lot on
material costs. That way the
home's oat so expensive to build .
Youlookat the cost of a serviced
lot in a place like Gander. Here ,
there's usually a piece of land in
the family to build on. It makes
the difference ."

Lite anywhere else on the
island, Carmanville bas had its
share of difficulties in the past.
An ability to ride out the bad
times makes Ray feel that his
community's future will be
bright. i.1
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A country girl at heart

that's just what we did. It's been
hard at times. You don't know
what's going to happen from one
day to the next. For awhile there
was very little work. It didn't
look like anything was going to
come along. Then Grade 12
came in and he's back to work
now driving a school bus. You
hope things are permanent.
We've built a lovely home here .
And now I just started here last

Friday."
Of course , there are

drawbacks to giving up a "life of
leisure". which she enjoyed
prior to taking the town clerk' s
job. Not being able to see her
year-old granddaughter in
Ontario is one thing she misses,
her garden is another.

"I miss working in the garde n
during the day. I enjoy that and
it'll mean I'm not likely to get
any prize cabbages on display
next fall . Still, I do find time for
some extra work. My mothe r
and sister would be absolute ly
amazed - I skin and bottle
rabbits . I know my sister's nose
would go up some fierce at tha t!
I always fillet the fish too. Yes,
I'm doing lots of things I've
never done before and I really
enjoy it."

Although Mary spent much of
her youth as a city dweller in
Saint John . New Brunswick.
she's always loved the wide open
spaces .

"I never missed a chance to
get out to my grandparents'
farm south of Perth-Andover in
the summer. I guess you could
say I'm just a country girl at
heart." 11

--­Mary Sheppard, Carmanvllle's new
Town Clerk.

J ust across the street from
Ray's Store in Car­

manville is the town council
office where Mary Sheppard
keeps everything in order as
town clerk. It's quite a change
for someone who has had a taste
of the bustle of the big city. How
does a girl from New Brunswick
who has spent some time in
Toronto adapt to the life of a
small community like Car­
manville?

"No problem at all. It's very
much home. I can't think of any ..
place I'd rather be. People are
so much friendlier. You can
always depend on your neigh­
bors . It's a hard life, but they
work really hard for what they
get. And they're not expecting
the big things they want on the
mainland."

Mary moved to Carmanville
three years ago with her
husband Wallace who had never
lost touch with his home town.

"We decided we wanted to go
home. We both had good jobs in
Toronto. Wallace was working
in a factory in Scarborough
making ballbearings. He told
me when I married him that we
were going home in 1980. And

Salting away the last delivery

Y OU don't expect to see
much activity at the

Carmanville wharf DOW that the
Fogo ferry ter minal has been
moved to Farewell on the far
shore of Dog Bay. Yet, when
Deck. Awash arrives in town
there is plenty going on.

Chris Dawe and Walter
Mullett are alongside the
Mathilda Desgagnes and
descr ibe the operation .

"It's a load of salt from tbe
Magdalene Isla nds we're taking
aU. The ship's registered at
Quebec City. We've got 1050 tons
to take aU. It's our last ship for
the year. We're held up .at the
moment because of the rain."

Walter is an old band at

moving road salt . Originally
from the Wesleyville area a
little further along the Straight
Shore, he left to seek better
opportunities 23 years ago. For
the last 15 years he's been
working with Avalon Coal. Salt
and Oil Limited of Bay Roberts
and bas helped supervise salt
unloading operations. Chris is a
rookie in his first year with the
company and lets Walter do
most of the talking.

"It's a new contract every
year awarded in June and July.
usually for 100,000 tons a year to
be delivered at various ports
around the province . You can
only get the salt from Pugwash,
Nova Scotia, or the Magdelene IChris Dawe (1) and Walter Mullett The

Rookie and the Old Salt.



Islands . You would probably get
it cheaper outside Canada , but
you're not allowed to. One orthe
requirements when you 're
tendering is that it has to be a
Canadian product . You have to
use Canadian vessels , too."

The next time you feel like
complaining about the corrosion
under your car caused by high­
way salt . think of the Mathilda
Desgagnes and her crew. Their
jobs depend on the government
contracts. And there is local
biring.

"In this port we have four
guys hired on. Usually we hire
four or five at every port we go
to. Our own people from Bay
Roberts travel with the ship on
account of how they know the
gear on board better ," says
Walter.

By now the rain has stopped
and the crew is able to hoist up
another bucket of salt and

Carman ville South

On track aboard the Mathilda Desgagnes

unload it onto the waiting trU~k'l Business bas been down, but
The sooner the salt is off the Walter looks on tbe bright side.
sooner everyone will be home. "We've bad a pretty good
Before we leave we ask Walter year. Hectic times, but good
what kind of year it has been. times ." I!I

Plenty of changes over the years

George Brinson. 36, is
typical of many of the

fishermen living in thls area. He
and his wife. Pauline, live by the
slipway with their young son and
can trace their family back to
the earliest settlers.

"My grandfather was one of
the first here after the Day
family , by way of Change
Islands and Gander Bay. Up to
about SO years ago, I suppose ,·
most of the fellows here , they'd
go on schooners to Labrador.
They'd salt the fish and bring it
back here. Some would cure
their fish, but most would take it
straight to St. John's."

The long trips away from
home were hard on families and
when a market for lobsters
developed, George's father was
one of the many to make the
change.

"Lobster fishing really only
started here in a big way 30
years ago, but the canneries
were bere before that. My father
used to can lobster and take it to

George Brinson

T &.M Winter in St. John's. They there's only 30 people involved
used to take those lobsters and in the lobster and salmon
put their own labels on and fisheries on a full·time basis.
market them . When the fresh There's a few guy. with
lobster market came in more longllners fiab away in
people got into it. Still , even now Labrador, Musgrave Harbour
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Obviously George will have
plenty to occupy his time this
winter. Now, if only he could
find some way of keeping the
blue ja ys within bounds at his
leeder. ftI

SERVICE

P.O. Box 605, WEPS
2 Heml ock Road

Corner Brook , NF
Telephone : 63909546

says, " It' s an excellent thing .
Ninety-five percent of the
salmon we take here in Gander
Bay are local salmon. Definitely
Gander River salmon. Any
enhancement on that river is
only going to benefit com­
mercial fishing . You hear a lot
of complaints from New
Brunswick in particular about
Newfoundland commercial
fishermen overfishing salmon
stocks. I've caught one salmon
tagged in Maine , but basically
all ours are local. They've done
a lot of tagging of salmon on the
Exploits River. I don't know of
anyone in this area who's
recovered one. It seems like
we're fishing our own stocks."

George is also realistic about
the state of other fisheries and
what needs to be done .

" Govern ment has to get in­
volved to help the smaller
companies as well as the big
ones . It'll all work out in the end .
The government will sort it out .
It has to - who else can ? Small­
and medium-sized private
companies in Newfoundland
find it hard to compete with the
big companies when the volume
of fish is down. Then there 's fish
quality. The quality of our fish is

SALES

A
DEU'TZ

ABCO NEWFOUNDLAND - with Its cou rteous and well-trained and
experienced personnel repre sent s Acad ia John Deere mari ne diesel
en gines, and Oeutz aIr-cooled marine and water -coo led diesel engi nes .
What more could you ask tor?

~ ABeD NEWFOUNDLAND
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P.O. Bo x 12050. Station A
Kenmount Road
St. John 's, NF
Teleph one : 722·4544

WHATA WINNING TEAMI

and Twillingate. There's no
groundftsh in this area . More
have part-time fishing licences
to supplement other incomes .
You can only do one fishery .t •
time. The lump and cod fisheries
coincide with lobster or salmon ,
so you don't do them. By and
large the fishery has always
provided a living one way or
another ."

It basn't always been the
mainstay, though . For a time in
the early 1900sthis was an area
known lor Its logging. The 1961
fire that swept thro ugh the area
and threatened many of the
communities sounded the death
knell for the area's Bowater
woods' operations. Now only a
seasonal pulpwood operation
and family sawmills are left of
what was once the backbone of .
the local economy.

" But people had to adapt.
Many of the people who bad
given up the fishery completely
lor the better money In logging
came bact. I was one of the last
to get into the salmon fishery
before restricted licences were
Imposed In 1914."

On the subject of the Salmen
Enhancement Project at the
bead of Gander Bay, George

not all it could be. That's been a
.(()().yearproblem . But you have
to be fair . Some fishermen will
go out and handle their fish well.
Then the other guy will come in
and prong his and he'll get the
same price . With quality control
you can catch and handle less
fish and still get the same
return. You're going to be jus t
as well off."

Of course, as George is quick
to point out, you have to be
prepared to ride out the bad
years to enjoy the good ones .

" I' ve been buying squid for
Notre Dame Fisheries for three
years now. Let me tell you, It
turns in some dollars in the
community. Plus the fact that
the wives can go out in the boats
to New World Island and bring
back squid . That 's insurable.
They were making $4,000 - $6,000
on average plus insurance
benefits over the winter . With
nothing this year it 's going to
mak e a big difference locally .
But that's nothing new to the
area , the fishery 's like that. "

It pays to be philosophical
about such things . People in the
Carmanville area have always
had the interior to rely on for
food. Almost every family sets
snares on the ir property and

1, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, I does some hunting . George is in
the midst of working on im­
provements around his house,
but he still finds the time to keep
an eye all the wildlife around
him. We talk about it over a
salmon lunch .

" It seems to me there's not as
mally rabbits as last year .
Every fall I'll go in and catch a
few. For a lot of people it brings
in a few dollars. Ptarmigan, now
they 're scarce - they 're right
on their down cycle. I've seen a
lot of Ruffed Grouse in this area
since the burn and we've always
got plenty of ducks here into the
winter."














































































































	0001_Cover
	0002_Inside Cover
	0003_Page 1
	0004_Page 2
	0005_Page 3
	0006_Page 4
	0007_Page 5
	0008_Page 6
	0009_Page 7
	0010_Page 8
	0011_Page 9
	0012_Page 10
	0013_Page 11
	0014_Page 12
	0015_Page 13
	0016_Page 14
	0017_Page 15
	0018_Page 16
	0019_Page 17
	0020_Page 18
	0021_Page 19
	0022_Page 20
	0023_Page 21
	0024_Page 22
	0025_Page 23
	0026_Page 24
	0027_Page 25
	0028_Page 26
	0029_Page 27
	0030_Page 28
	0031_Page 29
	0032_Page 30
	0033_Page 31
	0034_Page 32
	0035_Page 33
	0036_Page 34
	0037_Page 35
	0038_Page 36
	0039_Page 37
	0040_Page 38
	0041_Page 39
	0042_Page 40
	0043_Page 41
	0044_Page 42
	0045_Page 43
	0046_Page 44
	0047_Page 45
	0048_Page 46
	0049_Page 47
	0050_Page 48
	0051_Page 49
	0052_Page 50
	0053_Page 51
	0054_Page 52
	0055_Page 53
	0056_Page 54
	0057_Page 55
	0058_Page 56
	0059_Page 57
	0060_Page 58
	0061_Page 59
	0062_Page 60
	0063_Page 61
	0064_Page 62
	0065_Page 63
	0066_Page 64
	0067_Page 65
	0068_Page 66
	0069_Page 67
	0070_Page 68
	0071_Page 69
	0072_Page 70
	0073_Page 71
	0074_Page 72
	0075_Inside Cover
	0076_Back Cover

